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Courtesy photo
Students at Enter-
prise Elementary 
School act out a 
song at a Christmas 
program Dec. 16. 
See more photos 
from Enterprise 
and the Blue Ridge 
Elementary School 
on page 8.

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:From the Editor — Just for FunFrom the Editor — Just for Fun

USD 473 students give concerts

Subscribe to our e-Edition online at dickinsonnewstimes.com

Stacey Zerbe | Courtesy photo
Hayden Zerbe, right, and Issac Wood work on the finishing touches of a gaga ball 
pit at the park in Solomon Nov. 28. The project was part of Hayden’s Eagle Scout 
project, which included building park benches that can turn into picnic tables.

Eagle Scout project give Solomon 
residents new gaga ball pit at park
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

In the final days of Boy 
Scout Troop 80 in Solomon, 
Hayden Zerbe,16, finished 
his Eagle Scout project.

With dwindling partici-
pation the charter was al-
lowed to expire at the end 
of 2021. However, Hayden, 
who joined Cub Scouts in 

the first grade wanted to see 
his scouting time through to 
the end, with no regrets.

“I thought it’d be good 
for later in life and plus, I 
kind of wanted to finish and 
not have a reason to wish I 
could go back do something 
different,” he said.

A Scout going for his Ea-
gle has to develop a com-
munity project, raise the 

money for it and serve as a 
project leader. In thinking 
about what he could do in 
Solomon, Hayden thought 
of a game, which he was 
first introduced to at a 4-H 
camp.

“I kept on seeing it in my 
Boy Scout and 4-H camps 
that I went to,” he said. “I just 

See EAGLE  P. 5

Chapman puts three-phase disc golf plan in motion
Herington business meets international market for game supplies

Gail Parsons | DCNT photos
LEFT: Andrew Laughlin watches as a disc he 
threw hits its target at Brown Memorial Park in 
Abilene. MIDDLE: From left Marc Riegel, Noah 
Riegel and Andrew retrieve their discs from a 
basket during a round of disc golf. RIGHT: Dennis 
Vahsholtz, owner of Discs Unlimited and the Mil-
lennium disc brand poses with some of the equip-
ment he sells out of his warehouse in Herington.. 

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The popularity of disc 
golf has grown exponen-
tially since its inception in 
1976. According to the Pro-
fessional Disc Golf Asso-
ciation, in 2011 there were 
2,982 disc golf courses in 
the country. By the end of 
2020, there were more than 
11,000.

The Chapman Area Rec-
reational Group is in the 
process of adding two more 
courses to the nation’s list.

Marc Riegel, a CHARG 
board member, said he float-
ed the idea to the group after 
learning more about the sport 
from his son Noah.

When Noah was in high 
school, he and his friends 
would occasionally go to 
Brown Memorial Park in 
Abilene to play but it wasn’t 
until he started attending Em-
poria State University that he 
got serious about the sport.

“When I got to Emporia 
some of my friends had heard 
about it and knew Emporia is 
the disc capitol of the world 

— there’s 17 different cours-
es in that area,” Noah said. 
“In our downtime, we wanted 
something to do — there’s a 
course right outside of my 
dorm room we’d go out and 
mess around all the time.”

One day when he came 
back to Chapman for a visit 
he brought his father and his 
brother, Eli, to Brown Park 
and got them hooked on the 
sport. Eli and his friends went 
on to start the Chapman Disc 
Golf Club at the school but 
they have to go out of town 
to play.

Seeing the interest, Riegel 
developed a three-phase proj-
ect to bring the sport to Chap-
man. As soon as they raise the 
funds for phase one, they will 
get started. 

“My goal was to have that 
done before the end of (2021) 
but that was a heightened 
dream,” he said.

Phase one is the 
construction of a nine-hole 
pitch/putt junior course 

around the city park near 
the swimming pool.

“It won’t be in the actu-
al playground because, if 
there’s kids playing, the last 
thing you want to be doing 
is throwing discs around,” 
Riegel said. “It will sur-
round the entire area.”

Phase one cost estimate is 
$4,182, about half of which 
is raised. In addition to seek-
ing grants and donations, 
fundraising efforts include 
hole sponsorships. The two 
levels of sponsorship are Ace 
for $500 and Birdie for $250.

In phase two, they plan 
to purchase mobile bas-
kets and discs for all of the 
Chapman schools. “Most of 
the courses … have baskets 
that are in concrete, in the 
ground,” he said. “They 
make mobile baskets that 
are just on a stand and then 
you can move those to dif-
ferent locations.”

The phase-two cost is 
about $8,800 and includes 
the purchase of 25 baskets 
and 320 discs.

See DISC P. 6

Three Phases

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The gun store at 201 
W. Trapp St., Herington 
has a new name and new 
owners.

Carl and Tina Brown 
purchased Gordon’s Guns 
LLC and have renamed 
it RunningWolf Firearms 
and Tina’s Treasures. The 
couple will host a grand 
opening Jan. 8  to show-
case their plans for the 
store, which is more than 
just the sale of guns and 
equipment.

When the opportuni-
ty arose to purchase the 
store, Carl said his interest 
was piqued because of his 
passion for firearms and 
the second amendment.

“I went through gun-
smithing school and I’ve 
done a lot with firearms in 
the military,” he said. “I 
was the unit armor in Ger-
many for my unit there 
and that kind of passed 
over when I went to Ko-
rea. I’ve always loved 
shooting.”

Under a veteran 
vocational program, Carl 
attended the Sonoran 

Desert Institute for 
gunsmithing. It was a 
decision he said was 
prompted by politics 
and the political chatter 
about gun control. Over 
the past decade several 
states have relaxed their 
gun laws — nearly half 
of the states in America 
now have permitless-
carry laws. However, 

the increase of mass 
shootings and violent 
crime in America 
ignite gun-control 
conversations.

“I knew people were 
going to need to get fire-
arms fixed,” Carl said. “A 
lot of people have got old 
shotguns that have been 

New owners of gun store 
add services, merchandise

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Tina and Carl Brown look over some of the mer-
chandise they will sell at RunningWolf Firearms, the 
former Gordon’s Guns LLC in Herington.

See FIREARMS P. 5

GUNSMITHING

Department head updates

County commis-
sioners heard sev-
eral updates from 
department heads 
at their Dec. 23 
meeting. See page 
3 for the story.

If you’re not ready to stop celebrating holidays, 
here’s a few more obervances happening in January:

Jan. 6 —Sherlock Holmes birthday
Jan. 8 — Bubble Bath Day
Jan. 10 — Peculiar People Day
Jan 13 — Make Your Dream Come True Day and 

National Rubber Ducky Day
Jan. 16 — Appreciate a Dragon Day
Jan. 18 — Winnie the Pooh Day
Jan. 12 — Squirrel Appreciation Day
Jan. 23 — National Pie Day
Jan. 28 — National Kazoo Day
Jan. 29 — National Corn Chip Day
Jan. 30 — Draw a Dinosaur Day
Jan. 21 — Inspire Your Hear with Art Day

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com


 

Page 2 Dickinson County News-Times

NEWS

ObituariesObituaries

Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

Dec. 13 to Dec. 17

Accidents
Dec. 18, 7:20 a.m., 1471 

Highway 18, Mark James 
Medina and Cynthia Ann 
Medina

Dec. 13, 8 a.m., First and 
Van Buren streets, Spencer 
Dean Garten and Ira Allen 
Swearingen

Dec. 14, 8:25 p.m., 1100 
Highway 18, Brittany Mi-
chelle Kehulani Tinay and 
Justine Tindell-Scott

Dec. 17, 7:25 a.m., 1255 
Highway 4, Mason Lee 
Meyer

Dec. 17, 5:58 p.m., 2200 
Rain Road, Nancy Eliza-

beth Meyer
Dec. 18, 5:12 a.m., 271 

Interstate 70, James David 
West

Dec. 13, 3:28 p.m., Wil-
liam and Oak streets, Frank 
Robert Johnson and Brit-
tani Jo Long

Dec. 20, 5:15 p.m., 2200 
Highway 43, Brandon Ray 
Hixson

Dec. 16, 9:20 p.m., 400 
Van Buren St., Colleen 
Louise Harrington

Dec. 21, 4:35 a.m., 2300 
Highway 4, Gerlinde Lynn

Reports
Dec. 20, 5:11 p.m., 300 

block of West Main Street, 
sex offense

Dec. 14, 2:21 p.m., 410 
NE 11th St., domestic dis-

turbance
Dec. 15, 8:53 a.m., 100 

block of East Seventh 
Street, sex offense

Dec. 18, 4:19 p.m., 2735 
Rain Rd., burglary

Dec. 13, 8:59 a.m., 400 
W. Fourth St., drug inves-

tigation
Dec. 16, 1:58 p.m., 2196 

300 Ave., theft
Dec. 14, 11:19 a.m., 271 

Interstate 70, drug investi-
gation

Dec. 14, 12:56 p.m., 301 
Opal Rd., 28, disorderly 
conduct

Dec. 14, 8:18 p.m., 109 
E. First St., domestic dis-

turbance
Dec. 15, 10:57 p.m., 

1461 Trail Rd., domestic 
disturbance

Dec. 16, 9:23 p.m., 407 
S. Van Buren St., accident

Dec. 16, 11:07 p.m., 
Highway 77 and 400 Ave-

nue, drug investigation
Dec. 18, 5:36 p.m., 500 

Lulu Ave., battery
Dec. 22, 9:47 p.m., 404 

E. Sixth St., domestic dis-

turbance
Dec. 23, 11:34 a.m., 3249 

Union Rd., theft

Arrests
Dec. 14, 11:45 a.m., 271 

Interstate 70, Joella Lucille 
Mosley, distribute marijua-

na; possession of parapher-
nalia with intent to manu-

facture, plant, cultivate a 
controlled substance

Dec. 14, 11:45 a.m., 271 
Interstate 70, Boris Ivanov 
Tiberkov, flee or attempt to 
elude, avoid tire deflating 
device; arson; obstructing 
apprehension of prosecu-

tions, distribute marijuana; 
possession of paraphernalia 
with intent to manufacture, 
plant, cultivate a controlled 
substance; cruelty to ani-
mals, abandon without pro-

visions for care
Dec. 20, 6:45 p.m., Larry 

Wayne McVey Jr., 109 E. 
First St. failure to appear, 
probation violation

Dec. 16, 11:07 p.m., 
Highway 77 and 400 Ave-

nue, Gerald Vernon Mur-
phy, distribute certain 
stimulants; possession of 
paraphernalia with intent 
to manufacture, plant, culti-
vate a controlled substance; 
use of communication fa-

cility in the commission of 
a felony drug violation; no 
drug tax stamp; possession 
of marijuana; possession of 
opiate, opium, narcotic or 
certain stimulant

Dec. 14, 1:50 p.m., 301 
Opal Rd., 28, Douglas Lee 
Nolf, criminal threat; disor-
derly conduct; interference 
with law enforcement offi-

cer, obstruct, resist, oppose 
misdemeanor warrant ser-
vice or execution

Dec. 16, 10:04 p.m., 407 
S. Van Buren St., Colleen 
Louise Harrington, failure 
to wear seatbelt, driving 
under influence of alcohol 
or drugs

Dec. 16, 3:02 p.m., 619 
Rogers Ave., Dale Eldon 
Wuthnow, probation 
violation

Dec. 16, 4:48 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Shierra Kukya 
Gray, aggravated assault of 
law enforcement officer; 
flee or attempt to elude, five 
or more moving violations; 
criminal damage to prop-

erty; battery on an LEO; 
interference with an LEO; 
use, possess with intent 
to use drug paraphernalia; 
possession of stimulant

Dec. 14, 8:43 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Douglas Lee 
Nolf, violation of a protec-

tion order

Law Enforcement Report

Thursday, January 6, 2022

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Little known fact: You 
don’t have to be a lawyer 
to serve as a district magis-

trate judge in Kansas.
With no one applying 

for the vacant magistrate 
judge position in Dickinson 
County District Court, the 
8th Judicial District Nom-

inating Commission will 
convene by conference call 
at 9 a.m. Jan. 7 to discuss 
reopening the call for nom-

inees.
The meeting is open 

to the public. To listen, 
call 1-877-400-9499 and 
enter conference code 
2199381974. 

The Dickinson County 
Magistrate Judge position 
has been open since Octo-

ber when former magistrate 
Keith Collett was appoint-
ed to the vacant Eighth Ju-

dicial District judge posi-
tion in Geary County.

Eligibility  
requirements

The open magistrate 
judge position has three re-

quirements, according to 
Kansas law. The person se-

lected must:
• Be a resident of 

Dickinson County at the 
time of taking office and 
while holding office;

• Be a graduate of 
a high school, secondary 
school or the equivalent, 
and,

• Be either a lawyer 
admitted to practice in 
Kansas or be able to pass 
an examination given by 
the Supreme Court to be-

come certified within 18 
months.
In years’ past, Dickinson 

County has had several 
successful “lay” magis-

trate judges who were not 
lawyers, including former 
magistrate John Barker, 
who currently represents 
the 70th district in the 
Kansas House of Repre-

sentatives.

Nomination  

process
Nominees can either ap-

ply or be nominated, but it 
must be on a nomination 
form and include the nom-

inee’s signature. Nomina-

tion forms are available 
from the clerk of the dis-

trict court in Dickinson, 
Geary, Marion or Morris 
counties, or from the clerk 
of the appellate courts in 
the Kansas Judicial Center 
in Topeka.

Nomination forms must 
be submitted electronical-
ly or by paper copy. The 
form includes instructions 
of electronic submission. 

If submitting by pa-

per copy, one original 
and eight copies of the 
completed nomination 
form and supporting let-
ters must be submitted 
to: Justice Caleb Stegall, 
Kansas Judicial Center, 
201 SW 10th Ave., Tope-

ka, KS 66612-1507.

Term of office
After serving one year in 

office, the new judge must 
stand for a retention vote in 
the next general election to 
remain in the position. 

If retained, the incumbent 
will serve a four-year term. 

For more information, 
contact Dickinson County 
Clerk of the District Court 
Cindy MacDonald at (785) 
263-3142, ext. 300. 

No applicants yet for 
magistrate judge job

Rodney Lynn BaxterRodney Lynn Baxter
June 6, 1973 - Dec. 25, 2021June 6, 1973 - Dec. 25, 2021

Rodney Lynn Baxter, 48, of 
Burleson, Texas passed away 
Saturday, Dec. 25, 2021, in Lee’s 
Summit Missouri. He was born 
June 6, 1973 at Herington, Kan-

sas, the son of Shareen and Ken-

neth Baxter. 
Rodney was a driven, dedicated, 

licensed professional engineer. He 
worked for some of the most rec-

ognized companies in the industry. 
Rodney started his career with 

Havens Erectors. His dynamic 
career included significant time 
with Thornton Tomasetti, Schuff 
Steel and had recently started (in 
his words) his “ideal position” 
with Basden Steel, a top of the line 
employee owned company located 
in Burleson. Some of his proudest 
Keystone projects—Google Bay-

view, Allegiant Stadium, Apple 
Parks and Yankee Stadium.

He is survived by his mother, 
Shareen Baxter of Lee’s Summit, 
brother, Clint Baxter of Kansas 
City, Missouri, a brother from a 
different mother, Lee Wolf and 
family, and numerous relatives 
and friends.

A memorial will be 2 to 4 p.m. 
on Jan. 29, at the Meadows Com-

munity Center at John Knox Vil-
lage, 1800 NW O’Brien Rd., Lee’s 
Summit.

Memorials are the donor’s 
choice or can be sent to Shareen 
Baxter, 1913 NW Shamrock Ave, 
Lee’s Summit, MO 64081

Robert BellRobert Bell
March 7, 1937 - Dec. 26, 2021March 7, 1937 - Dec. 26, 2021

Robert “Bob” Joseph Bell was 
born on March 7, 
1937, to Joseph and 
Dorothea Bell in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
Bob passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 

26, 2021, at Parkside Homes in 
Hillsboro, Kansas, where he had 
been a resident since June. 

Bob graduated from high 
school in Lincoln Park, Michigan. 
In March of 1957, he enlisted into 
the Army, where he was a supply 
clerk for two years before getting 
an honorable discharge due to an 
injury in April of 1959. 

Bob met the love his live Al-
ice Spangler on a weekend leave 
from Ft. Riley, Kansas at the mov-

ie theater in Herington. He stole 
her car keys with the promise of 
giving them back if she went on 
a date with him. They later mar-
ried on Aug. 8, 1959, in Abilene, 
Kansas. 

To this marriage they had three 
children. Bob was a railroad 
clerk for over 25 years working 
for the Rock Island and then lat-
er the OKT. He was also a cus-

todian for Herington Junior High 
School for 13 years, where the 
kids loved seeing Bob around 
the school. 

Bob also helped Ronnie Baxter 
build houses and he also laid lino-

leum and tile with Jim Trapp. Bob 
was a busy body who couldn’t sit 

still, he created and built many 
wood projects for family and 
friends. 

Bob was also an Eagle scout 
and scout master. In his free time, 
he was involved with the Boy 
Scouts, teen club, hunter safety, 
and was one of the driving forces 
behind the Kids Federation Wres-

tling Club program. 
If Bob couldn’t be found work-

ing or volunteering, he could 
be found outdoors either camp-

ing, fishing, hunting, boating, or 
swimming. Bob also loved play-

ing cards and board games when 
he couldn’t be outside. You can 
be sure that Bob and Alice al-
ready have set up a card table and 
are playing 13-point pitch. 

Bob is survived by his three 
children, Marty and wife Kelly 
of Burdick, Robbin Bell of Her-
ington, and daughter Terri and 
husband Ron Winter of Hills-

boro; brother Lee and wife Bo-

livia of Woodside, New York; 
grandchildren, Tyler, Brooke and 
Colton Bell; two step-grandchil-
dren Starla (Josh) Gesamen and 
Merissa (Greg) Bowman; four 
step-great-grandchildren, Mat-
thew and James Gesamen, and 
Sybil and Hazel Bowman. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, his loving wife of 54 
years Alice in 2013, sister Joann 
Bell, grandson Cobie Bell in 
1994, and step-grandson Calvin 
Riggs in 2004. 

Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, 
Herington Chapel is serving the 
family. 

A celebration of life service with 
military honors will be at 11 a.m. 
on Jan. 5, at Yazel-Megli, Her-
ington Chapel with Pastor Gary 
Schrader officiating. 

Memorial Contributions can 
be made to Meals on Wheels c/o 
Hilltop Community Center, 2 S. A 
St. Herington, KS, 67449 or Home 
Health and Hospice of Dickinson 
County, 11 N. Broadway, Her-
ington, KS, 67449. Please sign 
his online guestbook and leave 
a memory of Bob at www.ya-

zelmeglifh.com.

Patrick Peter TajchmanPatrick Peter Tajchman
Sept. 4, 1944 - Dec. 27, 2021Sept. 4, 1944 - Dec. 27, 2021

Patrick Peter Tajchman, 77, of 
Ramona, Kansas passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 27, 2021, at 
Legacy in Herington. 

He was born Sept. 4, 1944, 
on the family farm in Ramona 
to Peter and Adeline Tajchman. 
Patrick was a lifelong resident of 
Ramona and Marion. 

Patrick was a 1962 graduate of 
Centre High School. Shortly af-
ter graduating he began farming, 
Patrick lived most of his life on 
the family farm in Ramona. Pat-
rick looked after his mother on 
the farm until her passing. 

The farm was the love of his 
life, and he enjoyed the peaceful-
ness of the outdoors and the sim-

ple life. He kept up with his farm-

ing duties along with working for 
the Deines Corporation until suf-
fering a stroke several years ago. 

Patrick was a faithful parish-

ioner of St. Johns Nepomucene 
Catholic Church throughout his 
entire life.  

He was a sports enthusiast who 
loved watching Major League 
Baseball and basketball, Patrick 
also loved watching college foot-
ball and basketball. 

As Patrick’s mobility de-

creased, he enjoyed keeping up 
with daily walks and bird watch-

ing. 
Patrick is survived by his twin 

sister, Patricia White, of Florida, 
a brother, Robert Tajchman of 
Colorado, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers, Leonard, Fran-

cis, Clarence and Donald; and 
sister Margaret. 

Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, 
Marion Chapel is serving the 
family. 

Family will receive visitors 
at Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, 
Marion Chapel from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Jan. 5 with Rosary prayers being 
offered at 7 p.m. 

His Mass of Christian Burial 
will be on at 10 a.m. Jan. 6, at 
St. John Nepomucene Catholic 
Church in Pilsen. Patrick will be 
laid to rest in the Pilsen Cemetery. 

Memorial Contributions in 
Patrick’s name can be made to 
Home Health and Hospice of 
Dickinson County, 11 N. Broad-

way, Herington, KS, 67449. 
Please sign his online guestbook 
and leave a memory of Patrick at 
www.yazelmeglifh.com

Special to the DCNT

The Community Foun-

dation of 
Dickinson 
County has 
s e l e c t e d 
Mary Jean 
Eisenhow-

er to com-

plete the 
board term 
for Marcia 
We a v e r , 
who died 
in October. 

“I believe that Marsha 
would be very pleased that 
Mary Jean is fulfilling her 
term,” said Executive Di-
rector Elizabeth Weese, 
“Marsha was a beautiful 
person, and she was very 
passionate about the Com-

munity Foundation, I know 
she would be delighted with 
the decision.” 

Eisenhower was born in 
Washington, D.C., during 
her grandfather, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s first term in of-
fice as President of the United 
States. She was christened in 
the Blue Room of the White 
House. She grew up in near-
by Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
in a home with property abut-
ting the Eisenhower Farm, 
where President Eisenhower 
eventually retired. 

She attended schools in 
Pennsylvania until her father, 
John, was named US Ambas-
sador to Belgium. She lived in 
Brussels with her family from 
shortly after her grandfather’s 
death in 1969 through 1972. 

Eisenhower is president 
and chairman Eeeritus of 
People to People Internation-

al, founded Sept.11, 1956, by 
her grandfather.

She said she joined PTPI 
hoping to carry on her grand-

father’s dream, but it has be-

come a dream of her own. In 
1961, President Eisenhower 
brought PTPI into the private 
sector with the financial back-

ing of his friend Joyce Hall, 
founder of Hallmark Cards. 

Mary Jean established the 
PTPI Friendship Fund in 
1999 following an inspira-

tional visit to an orphanage in 
Morocco. The fund is a way 
for people to help friends and 
facilities they visit through-

out the world and to help the 
PTPI Chapter network assist 
each other in humanitarian 
and educational endeavors. 

To date, the fund has assist-
ed causes such as the Global 
Humanitarian Eradication of 
Landmines; Children’s Mercy 
Hospital in London, England; 
earthquake relief in India; di-
saster relief to victims of Sept. 
11, 2001, and their families; 
support of schools for the 

underprivileged in China and 
Sri Lanka; a home for people 
living with leukemia and their 
families in Cuba; Operation 
International Children; New 
Horizons (a library project 
in Viet Nam); The Survivors 
of Rwanda; Japan Tsunami 
Relief; Haiti, and Friends of 
Egypt, among others. 

Following Sept. 11, 2001, 
Mary’s focus intensified to-

ward getting young people 
from around the world to 
learn about each other and 
conflict management. 

Her vision resulted in 
“Peace Camp: An Evolution 
of Thought and Action” and 
“The Global Peace Initiative.” 
Both efforts have brought 
people from diverse areas, 
more than 30 nationalities, 
together in Egypt, Jordan, 
and Turkey, to discuss issues 
and how each is affected and 
better understand their unique 

and individual cultures. The 
program remains active today. 
In total, Mary Jean has visited 
or established programming 
in over 80 countries, many 
multiple times. 

Highlighted awards of 
Mary’s are the Knight of 
Peace Award from the Inter-
national University in Assisi, 
Italy; the Medal of Honor 
from the Slovak Republic; 
The Consular Corps Award 
of Excellence; The Harry 
S. Truman Award for Pub-

lic Service; Friendship Am-

bassador from The Peoples’ 
Republic of China, Friend 
of Foreign Service Award, 
Taiwan, the Mother Theresa 
medallion from Albania, the 
Peace Award from South Ko-

rea, among others. Eisenhow-

er has received an Honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters 
from Schiller International 
University, Park Universi-

ty, William Jewell College, 
and an Honorary Doctorate 
of Law from York College. 
She has served as a Fellow 
at Stanford University and 
The Churchill Foundation at 
Westminster College. 

“I know that Mary Jean will 
bring the same passion to the 
Community Foundation as 
she has brought to many oth-

er organizations,” Weese said. 
“I am extremely pleased she 
agreed to this appointment.” 

The Community Founda-

tion currently stewards over 
$21 million in charitable as-
sets – the result of contribu-

tions from families, individu-

als, and businesses who care 
about our community.  Estab-

lished in 1999, the Founda-

tion makes charitable giving 
easy, flexible, and effective. 
To find out more, visit www.
communityfoundation.us, or 
call 786.263.1863

Community Foundation adds new board of directors member

MARY JEAN  

EISNEHOWER

www.zelmeglifh.com
www.yazelmeglifh.com
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Thursday 
Jan. 6

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-

bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. There 
is no cost but appoint-
ments are necessary for 
a 15-minute session. Call 
785.280.0437 to sched-

ule a time.
6:45 p.m. Woodbine 

Lions, at Woodbine Cafe

Friday
Jan. 7

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-

lar: 7 p.m. 

Monday 
Jan. 10

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

6 p.m. Financial Peace 
University: 7 Baby 
Steps, starts at Neigh-

bor to Neighbor, 803 N. 
Cedar, Abilene. Course 
meets Mondays through 
March 7.

Tuesday
Jan. 11

10 a.m. Storytime at 
Hope Public Library

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

6:30 p.m. VFW and 
Auxiliary meetings, Post 
1281, 101 E. Main, Her-
ington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chap-

man

Wednesday
Jan. 12

6 p.m. Centre Uni-
fied School District 397, 
special board meeting 
— board goal-planning 
session.

Thursday
Jan. 13

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-

bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. There 
is no cost but appoint-
ments are necessary for 
a 15-minute session. Call 
785.280.0437 to sched-

ule a time.
5:45 to 8 p.m. Laundry 

Love, Highlander and 
Speedy Wash laundro-

mats, Abilene  

Tandi Reiff

9 N. Broadway 
Herington 

785-258-2252

Providing 
quality service  

to our 
community. 

Home

Auto

Farm

Business 

Medical  
Supplements  

Life & More!

tandi@smart-ins.com

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

Special to the DCNT

TOPEKA – A perfect 
storm of cold weather and 
expensive energy costs is 
headed to Kansas house-

holds’ heating bills this 
winter.

National gas costs are 
projected to rise by 30% 
while energy costs are ex-

pected to be 6% higher, 
according to the U.S. En-

ergy Information Admin-

istration and the Kansas 
Corporation Commission. 

They explain that high 
natural gas and energy 
usage from Winter Storm 
Uri in February 2021, 
high demands on natural 
gas from heat waves this 
summer, energy shortag-

es in Europe and Asia, 
and declining domestic 
production, all combined 
will cause energy and nat-
ural gas costs to be higher 
than normal this winter.

“This strain on already 
stressed family financial 
situations is cause for con-

cern,” said DCF Secretary 
Laura Howard. “The Kan-

sas Department for Chil-
dren and Families is ready 
to assist Kansans with the 
Low-Income Energy As-

sistance Program.”
The Low-Income En-

ergy Assistance Program 
provides an annual ben-

efit to help qualifying 
households pay winter 
heating bills. 

Persons with disabili-
ties, older adults and fam-

ilies with children are the 
primary groups assisted. 
In 2021, 38,750 house-

holds received an aver-
age benefit of $1,389, an 
increase from 2020 when 

about 34,000 households 
received an average ben-

efit of $960.
To qualify, applicants 

must be responsible for 
direct payment of their 
heating bills. Income eli-
gibility requirements are 
set at 150 percent of the 
federal poverty level. The 
level of benefit varies ac-

cording to household in-

come, number of people 
living in the home, type 
of residence, type of heat-
ing fuel and utility rates. 

Applicants need to have 
made payments on their 
heating bill two out of the 
last three months. Those 
payments must be equal to 
or exceed $80 or the total 
balance due on their ener-
gy bills, whichever is less.

Applications for the pro-

gram have been mailed to 
households that received 
energy assistance last year. 
Applications are also avail-
able at local DCF offices 
and through partnering 
agencies or can be request-
ed by calling 1-800-432-
0043. To apply online, visit 
https://cssp.kees.ks.gov/ap-

spssp/sspNonMed.portal. 
For more information, visit 
http://www.dcf.ks.gov/ser-
vices/ees/Pages/EnergyAs-

sistance.aspx.  
Applications will be 

accepted through 5 p.m. 
March 31.

Funding for the Low In-

come Energy Assistance 
program is provided by 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices, Office of Com-

munity Service through 
the Federal Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program.

Program provides 
heat for Kansans

Special to the DCNT

OCCK Transportation 
honored 37 of its drivers 
with 2021 Driver Safety 
Recognition Awards. The 
drivers have more than 
166 years of safe driving 
combined.

The Safe Driver Recog-

nition and Award Program 
is designed to distinguish 
and honor OCCK Trans-

portation drivers who have 
proven their skill in avoid-

ing accidents and consis-

tently perform their jobs 
in a safe and efficient man-

ner. Recipients exemplify 
professional driver stan-

dards and a commitment 
to safety.

First-year awards went 
to Amanda Coon, Garry 
Ginn, Dianna Graham, 
Stacy Greenwood, and Er-
nest Wilcher.

Two-year awards went 
to Paul Callahan, Ricki 
Elliott, Kim Klucas, Doug 
Olson, Shirley Stockdale, 
and Kay Tappendick.

Three-year awards went 
to Christina Burch, Gerald 
Funk, Leslie Greenemeyer, 
Scott Poulton, Leon Swan-

son and Melinda Wolfe.
James Bean, Don Burns, 

Tawnie Heard, Eliza-

beth McCormick, Tim-

my Morris, Clark Shenk, 
Dennis Smith, and Mark 
Stokes received four-year 
awards.  

Paula Downie received a 
five-year award. 

Six-year awards were 
given to Terrell Green, 
Shelley Hanchett, and Tru-

dy Morton.  
Debbie Dragoo and Su-

san McMahan received 
their eight-year awards. 
Jason Tieking received his 
nine-year award.

 Rena Bishop, Tim Dick-

inson, Paula Stark and 
Daniele Whitaker received 
10-year awards. 

One driver, Larry 
Holmgren, received an 11-
year award.

This program was cre-

ated as authorized by the 
National Safety Council 
Safe Driver program. The 
NSC Safe Driver Awards 
are the recognized trade-

mark of professional driv-

ers who have proven their 
skills in avoiding acci-
dents. They are the high-

est honor for professional 
safe driving performance. 
This program recognizes 
the number of years each 
eligible driver has worked 
without incident. 

OCCK, Inc. provide 
services in north-central 
Kansas to anyone with 
any type of long or short-
term disability, starting as 
early as birth and follow-

ing people through their 
whole lives. OCCK pro-

vides an array of supports 
for success at home and in 

the community, including 
independent living skills 
and supports, employ-

ment and career training, 
Alzheimer’s supports, 
autism services, assistive 
technology, children’s 
services, transportation, 
specialized therapies, and 
home health care.

OCCK is committed 
to providing transporta-

tion services to the gen-

eral public, seniors, and 
persons with disabilities, 
through a variety of pro-

grams, including a fixed 
route service in Salina, 
CityGo, a regional para-

transit service that serves 
14 counties, non-emergen-

cy medical transportation 
for people with Medicaid, 
as well as non-emergency 
medical transportation for 
clients of Salina Regional 
Health Center, a region-

al fixed-route service, 81 
Connection, KANcycle — 
the regional bike-sharing 
program, City of Abilene 
public transportation, Kan-

Connect, a regional fixed 
route, and GoConcordia, 
the newest program.

For more information 
about OCCK, Inc., vis-

it www.occk.com.  For 
more information about 
CityGo and OCCK Trans-

portation, visit www.sali-
nacitygo.com. Or, contact 
the OCCK Transportation 
Center at 785-826-1583.

OCCK honors 37 drivers with 
safety recognition awards

Agencies now accepting applications

Retired School Personnel  
offers scholarship

The Dickinson County Retired School 
Personnel Association will provide a 
$500 incentive scholarship for a college 
student who has graduated from one of 
the Dickinson County high schools and 
has teaching potential. 

This student must be enrolled at a four-
year accredited Kansas university or col-
lege in the School of Education and have 
achieved a junior or senior status for the 
2022 fall semester. 

The award will be based upon charac-

ter, academic scholarship, teacher poten-

tial. Applications must be in by June 10 
and the selection will be announced for 
the award by July 10. For applications, 
please contact the Dickinson County 
High School that you graduated from. 

Chapman wrestlers  
looking for exercise bike
The Chapman wrestling team is look-

ing for an Airdyne, or similar, exer-
cise bike. 
The team has two wrestlers who are 
injured and Coach Zach Lucas is 
looking for a way for them to contin-

ue exercising but without risk to their 
joints.
“These types of bikes get the upper 
and lower body involved so it’s a 
great way to keep them conditioned 
for the season,” Lucas said. “Even for 
the healthy ones who just want to get 
a little extra conditioning after prac-

tice, would get a good workout.” 

If anyone has a bike they would like 
to donate, they can contact Lucas at 
zlucas@usd473.net.

News BriefsNews Briefs

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Dickinson County will 
receive a $2,000 Kan-

sas Counties Association 
Multi-Line Pool risk re-

duction grant to fund new 
amber LED lights for the 
county’s snowplows.

The new lights will be 
placed on top of the buck-

et and back of the plows, 
County Administrator Brad 
Homman told commission-

ers during their, Dec. 23 
meeting. 

“Those lights take a beat-
ing,” he said. “When they 
operate, it will give us more 
visibility and will help re-

duce our risk there,” he 
added.

Kansas Counties Associ-
ation Multi-Line Pool is the 
county’s insurance carrier.

During the meeting, the 
commission approved two 
housekeeping items. The 
first was a 3% salary in-

crease for elected officials, 
an amount consistent with 
the pay raise budgeted in 
2022 for department heads.

Commission Chairman 
Lynn Peterson said com-

missioners have approved 
small increases each year. 
Otherwise, five to seven 
years can end up passing 
and then it takes more mon-

ey to bring salaries in line.
Secondly — following a 

15-minute executive ses-

sion for attorney-client 
privilege and non-elected 
personnel — commission-

ers returned to open meet-
ing and okayed the 2022 
indigent defense contract 
for attorneys Joycelyn Lu-

cas Randle, Charles Ault, 

Jennifer Dahlstrom and 
Mark Guilfoyle at a cost of 
$3,250 per month.

Housing inmates, 
landscaping 

Homman said the coun-

ty received its first check 
for housing some Saline 
County inmates in the new 
Dickinson County Jail. The 
county also is housing some 
Morris County inmates.

Regarding the courthouse 
remodeling project, land-

scaping is underway. A cou-

ple sidewalk segments have 
been poured. 

“Then the only thing left 
is the irrigation system and 
grass,” Homman said, ex-

plaining much of that work 
can be done now rather than 
waiting for spring as long as 
the weather cooperates and 
contractors can obtain sod. 

Storm drains will be in-

stalled on the west end of 
the courthouse once they 
arrive. Two drains were 
originally installed when 
the courthouse was built in 
the1960s that ran down un-

derground and dumped into 
the “gutter apron,” Hom-

man said. 
Over the years, those 

original drains were 
plugged or crushed. They 
were dug up and replaced 
with tubes that will drain 
into the storm water drain-

age system.
“It’s all underground,” 

Homman said. “There’s 
nothing that’s visible.” 

Commissioner Craig 
Chamberlin asked about a 
tree that had been planted 
in the courthouse yard. He 
is concerned it may be a 
visual obstruction for driv-

ers stopped at First Street 
in coming years. Homman 
said he would check on it.

Road and Bridge 
update

During the work ses-

sion, Road and Bridge Su-

pervisor Martin Tannahill 
provided an overview of 
work that’s been completed 
during the past 12 months:

Seven bridges have been 
replaced; tubes were in-

stalled at 12 locations; and 
crews completed 1,180 
hours of seasonal mowing 
and provided 1,200 hours 
of outside assists to the cit-
ies, towns, townships and 
other Dickinson County 
entities.

Chamberlin said he no-

ticed crews were mowing 
not only county right-of-
way, but also railroad right-
of-way and asked if they 
were doing that as a favor 
to the railroads.

Tannahill said the railroads 
would not do any mowing 
and the county does it to 
“clean the roads up,” im-

prove visibility and safety.
“We are so short of right-

of-way on Old 40 (High-

way) we’re just going to 
extend our usage,” Tanna-

hill said. “Hopefully when 

we’re done in January 
we’ve cut and killed all the 
trees that we can mow with 
the John Deere.”

He further explained 
many trees on Old 40 near 
Chapman were “out of 
hand” and need to be elim-

inated. He plans to rent a 
forestry cutter to remove 
larger diameter trees. 

Crews in 2021 over-
laid 25 miles of roadway, 
paint striped 75 miles and 
added some areas of mas-

tic sealant. As for bridg-

es, the Ebert Construction 
crew working in the 1500 
block of Rain Road poured 
the first center pier of that 
bridge at 10 a.m. Dec. 23. 

“As long as the weather 
holds, they’re moving along 
pretty fair,” Tannahill said.

Sign replacement
Like the Kansas Depart-

ment of Transportation and 
nearly every other city and 
county in Kansas, Dick-

inson County lost a large 
number of signs — per-
haps 100 — during the his-

toric Dec. 15 windstorm.
“We still have not re-

paired all the signs,” Tan-

nahill said. “We’ll have a 
running count in January 
of what we replace and 
take care of.” 

The wind damaged the 
large door of one of the 
county’s maintainer sheds 
located on 1400 Ave., 
wrapping it around the 
roof, and one of the coun-

ty’s digital signs was dam-

aged. The digital sign was 
repaired.

Also, Tannahill is look-

ing at the cost to replace 
a deteriorating Quonset 
at the county yard used 

to protect large equip-

ment; and inspections on 
the county’s fracture crit-
ical bridges will start in 
February or March. The 
county has several bridges 
that require yearly inspec-

tions. As for road ratings, 
Tannahill said he hired an 
official with Schwab-Ea-

ton to rate the roads. Last 
year, the county’s rating 
was right at 6.1 on a scale 
of 1 to 10.

“I believe we’ll come in 
about 6.6 or 6.7 this year,” 
Tannahill said, explaining 
the county began rating 
its roads after now-retired 
County Engineer John 
Gough joined the staff. 

“We went from an av-

erage of 4.9 and slowly 
the quality of the roads is 
climbing,” he said.

Publications
During work session, 

Homman told commis-

sioners he had been con-

tacted by Gail Parsons, 
editor of the Dickinson 
County News Times 
(DCNT), asking the coun-

ty to consider naming the 
DCNT the official county 
newspaper.

Homman said that might 
be difficult since Abilene 
is the county seat and the 
Abilene Reflector-Chron-

icle is a daily newspa-

per, while the DCNT is a 
weekly. 

He did suggest it might 
be possible to place some 
legal notices that affect 
the eastern and southern 
areas of the county in both 
the Reflector-Chronicle 
and DCNT.  However, that 
is a commission decision, 
he said. 

Grant will fund LED lights for snowplows

https://cssp.kees.ks.gov/ap
http://www.dcf.ks.gov/ser
www.occk.com
www.jostfuneralhome.com
www.nacitygo.com
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“Come to the front and 
carry these 
grocer ies 
for this 
customer.”

W h i l e 
the direc-

tions to her 
c a r r y o u t 
boy, wan-

nabe cow-

boy seem 
s i m p l e 
enough, in actuality it was 
much more emphatic.

Mom behind the cash reg-

ister checked out custom-

ers from two sides, ran the 
adding machine and wrote a 
credit ticket. All at the same 
time and when assistance 
was needed, the call was 
very audible throughout the 
grocery store. 

Responding run from the 
upstairs stocking room far 
in the back of the two-front 
building was immediate. Or, 
the worker’s orders were re-

peated much louder with a 
distressed tone to the impa-

tient voice.
That’s the way it was and 

employees whichever one, 
along with regular custom-

ers, were accustomed to 
such. Yet, sometimes those 
longtime grocery store pa-

trons, who were always also 
close family friends, just had 
to smirk a bit.

Employees, who were in 
reality very highly respect-
ed, likewise appreciative-

ly admiring their “boss,” 
son included, sometimes 

couldn’t feel the urgency. 
Still, it was all part of a 
fun job knowing every-

body and where their car 
was parked. 

“Thank you, come again,” 
the carryout worker open-

ing the driver’s car door ex-

pressed to the smiling nod-

ding grocery customer.
It’s been more than 40 

years since an upstairs apart-
ment fire spread to destroy 
the grocery store, one of nine 
in town. Commonly referred 
to as “Laura Mae’s,” every-

body in the rural community 
knew where that was, wheth-

er a customer or not.
All has been reflected with 

much more as Mom would 
have celebrated her 102nd 
birthday this week. She 
passed away at just 62-years-
old, in all likelihood partially 
due to heartbreak from earli-
er loss of the store.

Nobody would exist if 
they didn’t have a mom. 
While most children have at 
least some minor conflicts 
with parents growing up, 
“Mom always knows best.” 

These decades gone by, 
Mom’s sound philosophies, 
congeniality, big grin, ever 
brasher conversation, desire 
to help everybody, shine on.

A poor farm girl, Mom 
rode her horse to teach 
school nine years, daily 
slopped hogs, milked cows, 
fed calves. Forced into town 
after Dad lost his hand in a 
farm accident, Mom found 
her calling selling groceries. 

From all of Mom’s advice, 
the soundest: “Do whatever 
you want with your horses, 
but always keep a job.”

Reminded of Proverbs 
6:21: “Don’t wander off from 
your mother’s teachings. For 
sound advice is a beacon.”

DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1897
RAILROAD WORK-

ERS NEEDED TO 
SHOVEL 
S N O W 
— Ev-

ery idle 
hand was 
n e e d e d 
by the 
Rock Is-

land folks 
M o n d a y 
to go 
s o u t h -
west and shovel snow. 
They seemed to get a 
good deal more of “the 
beautiful” down on the 
Liberal branch than we 
did here.

COLD WEATHER RE-

SULTS IN SLIM ATTEN-

DANCE — The Andrews 
Opera Co. gave one of the 
finest musical productions in 
the opera house here Mon-

day night of this week enti-
tled “Pirates of Penzance.” It 
was a very cold and stormy 
night which accounts for 
the rather slim attendance 
that greeted them this time, 
otherwise the house would 
probably have been packed.

100 years ago, 1922
JUST A BIT OF HISTO-

RY — C. H. Koepke, who 
was down from Woodbine 
one day last week, says the 

water is lower in Lyons 
Creek than he ever saw it 
with the exception of one 
year, and that is saying a 
good deal, for Mr. Koepke 
came to this country when a 
mere lad, in 1860. On year 
in the very early days, there 
was no rainfall for eleven 
months and Lyons Creek 
reached its lowest mark.

163 HERINGTON 
RESIDENTS CANNOT 
READ OR WRITE — In 
an effort to decrease the 
number of illiterates in 
the state, Miss Lorraine 
Wooster, state superinten-

dent of public instruction 
is sending to each super-
intendent of schools a let-
ter calling attention to the 
number of persons of more 
than 10 years of age in the 

community who are unable 
to read or write. The report 
shows that Herington has 
163 such persons. This is a 
greater number than some 
towns the size of Her-
ington have, but it is due to 
the fact that there are many 
foreign-born people here.

75 years ago, 1947
RECORD COLD WAVE 

HITS IN HERINGTON — 
Thermometer at Lake reads 
19 below zero — Herington 
thermometers dipped to the 
lowest point in about 30 
years last Saturday when, 
according to the official 
reading at the lake, tempera-

ture dropped to 19 degrees 
below zero. Other thermom-

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

When I was a young girl, I spent lots 
of time in the kitchen with my granny. 
She seemed to love 
my company and I 
delighted in hers. In 
those days, dishes 
were washed by hand 
and clothes were 
hung outside to dry.  

I remember dry-

ing the dishes and 
stacking them on top 
of the washing ma-

chine while granny 
washed. We talked 
and we sang. She 
told me stories and answered my ques-
tions. Sometimes we just stood side by 
side doing our separate tasks. I remem-

ber once watching my grandma as she 
scoured a large pan. Her lips were pulled 
back and the teeth were shining, and I 
couldn’t understand why scrubbing that 
greasy pan made her smile so much.  

“I’m not smiling. That’s elbow 
grease,” she said. 

I had to ask, ‘What’s elbow 
grease?”

Granny explained that elbow 
grease is not a salve; it is an intense 
effort. She was not grinning to 
show her teeth, she was gritting her 
teeth because what she was doing 
required hard work. It was about 

continuing to work hard until the 
pan was clean. 

I have often thought back to that af-
ternoon in the kitchen when some task 
required lots of physical effort. Some-

times success requires emotional or in-

tellectual effort as well.  I don’t know 
what she would call that, but I find it 
works best if I gird it with prayer.

This past year, like the one before, 
has put a strain on many of us physi-
cally, emotionally, and intellectually. 
My prayer for us as we enter 2022 is 
that we grease up and gird up to ac-

complish the tasks before us. I pray 
that we will put forth the effort to 
make this a better year. I pray we can 
scrub away enmity and polish up on 
loving care. 

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Elbow grease gets job done

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Mom always knows best

Area receives record low temperatures

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1947

Mr. and 
Mrs. Ross 
S h e p a r d 
went to 
K a n s a s 
City Fri-
day to 
visit their 
n e p h e w, 
Bob Es-

ker in 
Bethany Hospital. Esker 
is recovering from serious 
injuries sustained in a traf-
fic accident several weeks 
ago.
Ross and Ione Shepard 
were “foster parent’s” to 
Bob and his sister, Shirley.  
They remained close for 
many, many years.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Woods 
were in Solomon to attend a 
family gathering Christmas 
Day.
Ray and Dorothy lived just 
west of town on their farm 
just south of old 40 for 
many years. Mary, Katie, 
Jim, Ruth and Ken all grew 
up there. After retiring Ray 
and Dorothy moved into 
Chapman and were neigh-
bors with my parents. They 
were great friends and en-
joyed visiting across the 
street!  

50 years ago, 1972
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Po-

land, Route 1, Junction 
City, announce the en-

gagement of their daugh-

ter, Sarah Jane, to Den-

nis Will, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marvin Will, Her-
ington.  A May wedding is 
planned.

Sarah lives in her grand-
parents’ home in Chap-
man where she and Dennis 
raised their family. She 
recently retired from Astra 
Bank and now will be cel-
ebrating hers and Dennis’ 
50th Anniversary in this up-
coming year.
Mrs. Ardith Seaman in 
company with Mr. and Mrs. 
Merlin Almquist and Eric, 
of Battle Creek Michigan 
traveled to Houston, Texas 
to visit Mr. and Mrs. Ger-
ald Cecil and family. They 
returned last Thursday and 
the Almquists departed for 
Michigan. Mrs. Almquist 
and Mrs. Cecil are Mrs. 
Seaman’s daughters.
This had to be a very spe-
cial trip for Ardith.  She 
loved spending time with 
her family and to be togeth-
er with her girls would have 
been very special!

25 years ago, 1997
Terry and Mary Root of 
Chapman announce the 
engagement of their daugh-

ter, Karri Root, to John 
George, son of Janice and 
James George of Hartford. 
A June wedding is being 
planned.
Karri and John married in 
June and now live in Mis-
souri with their three chil-
dren.  Terry and Mary stay 
busy going to Liberty and 
following the activities of 
their grandchildren!
Come in and save on Irish 
foods and gifts for gradua-

tion, school support or that 
new baby.  Great savings on 
our large supply of shoes 

and hiking boots!  Come 
see us at 401 N. Marshall 
in Chapman. Thanks to 
our loyal customers form 
Chapman and surrounding 
area for your support Come 
in for the last time and en-

joy HUGE savings on re-

maining items.”  Tom and 
Carla Dill
The little shop was in 
the corner bank building 
on Fourth and Marshall 
where Prairie Horizons 
Studio is now. It was a 
cute shop with lots of Irish 
knick knacks and many 
other Irish related items.  
Tom and Carla now live in 
Salina, Kansas.
Quote of the week: “Take 
the first step in faith. You 
don’t have to see the whole 
staircase, just take the first 
step.” ~Author Unknown
janmccormick@rocketmail.
com

Engagements are announced, weddings planned

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

Dear Editor: 

Like most Americans, I watched in horror as events 
unfolded during the certification of the electoral college 
results in the 2020 Presidential race on January 6, 2021. 

With the national climate tense since the November 
election, I was anxious to see President-elect Joe Biden 
officially certified as the winner.  

I expected some Congressional drama, but the vio-

lence of a mob invading the U.S. Capitol and threaten-

ing the lives of our elected Representatives, as well as 
those police officers responsible for the security of the 
Capitol, was something I never expected to see in my 
lifetime. 

Now, almost one year later, our country remains di-
vided over the election results, and one might reason-

ably ask why we should remember one of the darkest 
days in American history. Here’s why:

• Commemorating the insurrection ensures that 
we remember the truth of what happened. While Con-

gress is still reviewing what led to the insurrection, 
we know that the actions of a violent mob resulted in 
deaths, injuries, and damage to the Capitol.

• Commemorating the insurrection reminds us 
that the actions of the rioters were based on lies and 
allegations of election fraud rejected by over 50 courts 
in this country. Election officials across the country 
– Republicans and Democrats alike – proved conclu-

sively that there was little or no election fraud in this 
election; indeed, Chris Krebs, the head of U.S. Cy-

bersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), 
called the 2020 Presidential election “the most secure 
in American history.” 

• Commemorating the insurrection lets us cel-
ebrate a peaceful transition of power with the inau-

guration of President Joe Biden on January 20, 2021. 
The inauguration of our 46th duly elected President 
occurred without military intervention and without 
more riots and bloodshed. It seems remarkable that we 
must look on this as an accomplishment, rather than a 
normal act, in our country, but it is a cause for celebra-

tion nonetheless. 
• Commemorating the insurrection asks us to 

move forward as a united country and put cynicism 
and distrust behind us. There will always be those 
who are angry and bitter about the 2020 Presidential 
election results. Everyone has a right to their opinions, 
but let’s be clear about the difference between facts 
and opinions.  It’s possible to dislike the results of the 
election and still acknowledge it as a fair election and 
a legitimate Biden presidency. 

• Commemorating the insurrection challenges 
Kansas’ elected Members of Congress to stop stok-

ing the flames of resistance by continuing to repeat the 
“big lie” that the election was stolen. Sadly, three of 
Kansas’ four Congressional Representatives and one 
Senator voted shamefully to overturn millions of legit-
imate votes – votes that are the sacred right of every 
American citizen – by refusing to certify the election. 
They owe every Kansan an apology for their base ac-

tions. 
As Winston Churchill purportedly said, “Democracy 

is the worst form of government, except for all the oth-

ers.” We now know exactly how messy democracy can 
be, and how hard we must work to keep it. America is a 
vast country, with many diverse opinions, and that will 
always be the case. But let’s resolve anew on January 
6, 2022 that we will sustain and grow our democracy 
through our uniquely American right to vote and to 
elect our representatives.  

Let’s commemorate the horrible actions of the insur-
rection by resolving that it will never happen again in 
America. 

Rebecca Perkins
Abilene

Dickinson County Democratic Party Chair

Commemorating 
Jan. 6 insurrection 

See HISTORY  P. 5

Share your Share your 
opinionopinion

Here’s how you can 
send a Letter to the 
Editor — by mail: P.O. 
Box 310 Herington, 
KS 67449; or by email: 
office@dickinsonnews-

times.com.
Letters need to be 500 

words or less, and in-

clude a complete name, 
address and phone 
number of the writer for 
verification purposes. 
Printed submissions 
will include the author’s 
name and hometown. 
The Dickinson County 
News-Times reserves 
the right to edit letters 
for length. Decisions 
regarding publishing 
letters received are at 
the discretion of the 
editor. The last day for 
printing political or can-

didate-support letters is 
two weeks prior to an 
election. 
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www.dickinsonnewstimes.com


 

loved playing it with other 
kids — there would be any-
where from two kids to like 
40 kids in this one arena.”

He wanted to share his 
enjoyment of the game 
with others and at the same 
time provide his communi-
ty with a new feature.

Gaga ball is similar to 
dodgeball but without po-
tentially painful head and 
face contact. Rather than 
aiming at any part of an 
opponent’s body, in gaga 
ball when a person is hit 
at the knees or below they 
are out, which eliminates 
temptation to go tor the 
headshots.

“The goal is to just get 
everyone out — it’s a free 
for all,” Hayden said. 

The game starts with 
everyone inside an octa-
gon-shaped pit. When the 
ball is thrown in players 
say, “Ga,” as it bounces 
the first time, “Ga,” on the 
second bounce, and on the 
third bounce either, “Ball” 
or, “Go” and there’s a mad 
scramble for the ball.

Players can hit the ball 
with an open or closed 
hand while aiming below 
the knees. If a ball goes 
airborne and is caught, the 
person who hit it is out, 
which also discourages 
the headshots familiar in 
dodgeball.

As much fun as Hayden 
has had playing the game, 
he wanted to give others 
the chance to experience it 
as well.

“I thought it would be 
helpful to the community,” 
he said. “Kids can get out-
side and go play at the park 
and just have more fun.”

Although there is a gaga 
ball pit at the school in Solo-
mon, he wanted to build his 
a little different. 

“I’ve seen kids play up 
at the school on theirs, but 
theirs — it wasn’t made as 
well as I thought they could 
have made it. So, I thought 
having a bigger one down 
at the park would get any-
one out of Solomon to go 
down and play.”

He designed his about 
five-feet larger, and sturdier. 
He said after a recent wind-
storm his held up better.

He started planning his 
project in early October 

and included the addition 
of two benches for use at 
the Brewer Scout Cab-
in in the park. With the 
help of his football coach, 
Mike Kilgore, he made the 
benches where a person 
can flip the back of them 
and turn them into picnic 
tables. 

After gaining approval 
from the Eagle Board of 
Review, he started build-
ing the pit and benches in 
November.

“We got the lumber, 
brought it home, and I pre-
drilled all the holes and set 
it up in our shop so, we had 
a flat concrete surface,” 
he said. “With everything 
being pre-drilled at home, 
it took one day to take it 
to the park and just put 
it together. I had a bunch 
of friends and family and 
people from my school to 

help me put it together and 
build it.”

He said the most chal-
lenging part of the project 
was drilling the holes be-
cause he used treated wood 
and stainless steel.

“I had multiple drill bits 
break,” he said. 

Hayden paid for the proj-
ect with money he saved 
from several years of sell-
ing Boy Scout Popcorn, 
and he sought donations. 
His original estimate for the 
project was about $1,400 
but donated materials 
helped keep the cash output 
to just over $800.

“Shaun Gray donated the 
metal corner pieces that I 
had to drill out and he en-
graved, ‘Troop 80, Eagle 
project of Hayden Zerbe’ 
on each piece,” he said. 

Another family friend, 
Jake Dickson, who owns 

Elite Sports Complex in 
Assaria, donated the astro-
turf for the floor of the pit. 

“If kids do hit their hand 
on the ground it won’t 
scrape or bruise them — 
well it might bruise but it 
won’t hurt them,” he said. 
“It will also help keep the 
weeds out.”

Although he finished the 
project during the winter 
when people aren’t out as 
much, he said he smiles 
when he sees his accom-
plishment and has seen 
people using it.

“The reward is being 
able to see the gaga ball 
pit being used and the 
benches were made for 
the scout cabin and can be 
used with we have the Sol-
omon parade or something 
like that,” he said. “I’ll 
see families using them as 
well.”
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St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington

9 a.m. Connection Section 

Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for 

adults  and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with 

communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

Worship Guide

Friday, Jan. 7
BBQ Ribette, AuGratin 

Potataoes, 

Brussel 

Sprouts, 

Peaches, 

Wheat Roll

Monday, Jan. 10
Beef Tips and Gravy 

over Noodles, Broccoli 

& Cauliflower, Mixed 
Fruit, Wheat Bread

Tuesday, Jan. 11
Chicken Fried Steak, 

Mashed Potatoes & 
Gravy, Glazed Carrots, 

Cinnamon Appleasauce, 

Wheat Roll

Wednesday, Jan. 12
Polish Sausage / Bun, 

Sauerkraut, Baked Po-

tato, Green Beans, Fruit 

Crisp      

Thursday, Jan. 13
Ham & Beans, Coleslaw, 
Peaches, Cornbread

Senior Center Menus

Friday, Jan. 7
Bierock Casserole, 

Steamed Broccoli, Man-

darin Oranges, Cookies

Monday, Jan. 10
Sausage Gravy and 

Biscuits, Hashbrowns, 
Stewed Tomatoes, Fruit
Tuesday, Jan. 11
Little Smokies, Tater 

Tots, Cream Corn, Hot 

Roll, Fruit Dessert

Wednesday, Jan. 12
Meatloaf, Hashbrown 
Casserole, Green Beans, 

Wheat Roll, Peach 

Crumble

Thursday, Jan. 13
Smothered Chicken 

Breast, Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, Peas, Wheat

 Roll,

Apple-

sauce

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956
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785-366-6186 • 6 South Broadway • Herington 
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eters around town recorded 
various readings, several re-
cording 22 below zero and 
some others still claiming 
still lower readings. 

The lowest previous 
reading recorded at the 
lake was 15 below on 
January 19, 1943. Most 
old timers agree that Sat-
urday’s low temperature 
had not been equaled 
since around 1914 to 
1916. Kansas proved to 
be the cold spot of the na-
tion in the record-break-
ing drop in temperatures. 
Council Grove claimed a 
-32 reading, Parkerville’s 
post office thermometer 
read -34, the correspon-
dent at Rosedale reported 
-20 and other communi-

ties throughout this area 
gave similar readings.

50 years ago, 1972
   MERCURY DROPS TO 

THREE BELOW — All the 
predictions of a “tough” win-
ter came into focus to begin 
the new year in this area. On 
Tuesday two inches of snow 
and ice were dumped over 
this section of the state and 
the temperature went along 
with the winter idea and 
dropped to three degrees be-
low zero. 

A year ago today, the tem-
perature was nine degrees 
below zero.

Herington Historical Soci-
ety & Museum, 800 S. Broad-
way.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday.

HISTORY Continued from P. 4

sitting around and hav-
en’t used them in a while. 
They’ve got old 22s that 
have been setting around 
and haven’t been used or 
old rifles and seeing the 
way things are going — it 
seemed the right thing.”

When he started look-
ing gunsmithing, he said 
with his experience he 
thought he would find the 
10-week course, which he 
graduated from about a 
year ago, relatively easy.

“I got in there and re-
alized I didn’t know did-
dly squat,” he said. “I had 
done reloading … basic 
repairs and maintenance 
and cleaning, stuff like 
that but that school took 
me to a whole new level. 
That’s where I understood 
that in this area with the 
farmers and everything 
— they get coyotes out 
there, they got foxes com-
ing in and coming after 
their livestock and all 
that, they need to be able 
to defend and protect that. 

“And then with the 
changing scenario of ev-
erything going on in the 
country with all the riots 
and everything, people 
are gonna need to defend 
themselves and they’re 
going to need working 
firearms.”

Even if a firearm is stored 
properly, owners should, or 
have someone else, clean 
it and perform a function’s 
check periodically. Carl 
recommends taking it out at 
least once every three to six 
months.

“When things are stuck 
in a certain position they 
have a tendency to lose the 
elasticity of the springs 
and other things,” he said. 
“And that’s just as bad 
as firing it a whole lot of 
times.”

However, gun owners 
often do not store or care 
for their weapons proper-
ly he said. They should be 
in a gun safe with silicone 
packets to pull the mois-
ture out. They also need to 
be oiled properly or mois-
ture can get into them.

“Things start getting 
rusted, pitted, springs wear 
out because of the rust 
and they’re not safe to use 
sometime,” he said. “It can 
misfire, which could end 
up causing a round to go 
off and shooting somebody 
accidentally.”

Carl can inspect weap-
ons and fix them.

Another service Carl 
and Tina offer is hydro 
dipping, which is a way 
to add graphics and de-
signs to three-dimension-
al items — like firearms.  

“Some might say it’s 
just for ego, some might 
say it’s more for just add-
ing a little more pizzazz 
to the firearm,” Carl said. 
“For a hunter, you see a 
lot of them they go out 
and put camouflage on 
it.”

When someone shows 
an interest in having their 
weapon hydro dipped, the 
first thing he asks them to 
do is think about the mis-
sion of that particular fire-
arm, he said. 

“What are you gon-
na use it for,” he said. 
“Self-defense, to show 

off to your friends, ‘Hey, 
look at this cool firearm, 
look at this cool pattern I 
had put on here,’ or is it 
for hunting?”

He also warns people that 
if they give him their fire-
arm to hydro dip, they will 
not get it back for at least 
30 days because of the pro-
cess it takes.

Firearms are not the only 
item Carl and Tina will hy-
dro dip.

“The wife here, she’s 
going to be doing that 
with mugs,” Carl said. 
“You can actually put 
different types of hydro 
dipping on coffee cups 
and mugs. Kids that have 
their helmets for bicycles 
— we can put it on that. 
So, if they want flames on 
their bicycle helmet, we 
can do that.”

Tina plans on adding a 
bit of a feminine touch to 
the gun store with items 
she makes and customizes. 

On one side of the store 
are the guns, ammunition, 
and other weapons — on 
her side are the bright-
er colors of decorated 
wreaths, candle rings, 
mugs, tumblers, mouse 
pads, and other assorted 
items.

“I wanted something 
for the ladies,” she said. 
“While the guys are over 
on his side of the shop, the 
gals can be over here.”

While she can do some 
of the customizing with 
the hydro dipping she also 
uses sublimation print-
ing, which can be used 
on a wide assortment of 
products including mouse 
pads. She also makes cus-
tom pictures on alumi-
num, attached to a wood 
backing.

“We sublimate that on 
there then I put acrylic on 
it so when it is hanging 
on the wall it won’t fade,” 
she said. 

They use this method to 
create plaques and awards 
as well, which can be cre-
ated in different shapes 
— for example, plaques 
for a baseball team can be 
made in the shape of one 
of the bases.

Running Wolf Fire-
arms and Tina’s Trea-
sures is connected to the 
former Panda’s Kitchen 
restaurant. Carl said they 
hope to eventually buy 
that building and turn it 
into a shooting range, 
which would be the only 
one open to the public 
in Dickinson County, he 
said.

He also has plans to 
renovate and ventilate the 
back area so he can bring 
the hydro dipping equip-
ment out of his home.

FIREARMS Continued from P. 1

VISION

HYDRO DIPPING

TINA’S TREASURERS

Grand opening
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

with pulled pork sand-
wiches, chips, water, and 
soda catered by Taste of 
Home from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

Date: Jan. 8
Location: 201 W. 

Trapp St.

Stacey Zerbe | Courtesy 
photos
TOP: Mike Kilgore,left, 
helps Hayden Zerbe, 
16, with his Eagle Scout 
project. Hayden made 
two park benches, which 
can be transformed into 
picnic tables. Kilgore is 
Hayden’s football coach 
at Solomon and the 
woodworking instructor 
at Central High School, 
Salina. RIGHT: Hayden 
puts together the pieces 
of a gaga ball pit, which 
was the second part of his 
Eagle Scout project. The 
pit was installed at the 
park in Solomon.

www.smchapmanparish.org
www.fbcherington.org
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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The cost of phase three 
jumps to just over $11,000 
but it is more ambitious 
than phases one and two. 
Phase three is a permanent 
nine-hole course installed 
on city property behind DK 
Sports, Dollar General, and 
Astra Bank.

Riegel said the city 
planned to put a walking 
path and a little pond in that 
area. 

“The ground that had to 
come out to build up where 
DK Sports is, left a hole and 
they were going to figure 
out a way that they could 
put a pond there,” he said. 
“We would like to extend 
that potential pond area and 
build up another empty lot 
that the city wants to sell … 
and then we can use that as 
a … water feature for A full 
nine-hole course.”

A quality disc golf course 
has to have obstacles, 
which are fun and chal-
lenging he said. However, 
it can’t be too difficult. The 
course at Brown Memori-
al Park has several baskets 
close to the river, and play-
ers have to contend with 
large trees. Riegel said the 
Brown course was recent-
ly redesigned from a nine-
hole to 18-hole.

“It’s one of the hardest 
courses in Kansas and peo-
ple love it,” he said. “(In 
contrast) the pitch and putt 
course (in phase one) is de-
signed for kids to use some 
different shots but it’s not 
going to be super hard. Peo-
ple aren’t going to come 
to a pitch and putt course, 
that’s really just for the disc 
golf club and kids who now 
have this desire to learn 
something about the sport.”

Just like ball golfers, 
disc golf fans will travel, if 
they know there is a good 
course, Riegel said. There 
is the potential to hold tour-
naments, which will bring 

people to the community. 
As CHARG moves 

forward, Riegle said 
he was glad to get the 
support of Discs Unlim-
ited, which has pledged to 
be an Ace sponsor.

“I don’t think most peo-
ple know there is a nation-
wide distributor (of disc 
golf equipment) in Her-
ington,” he said.

Long before the nation 
caught on to disc golf, 
Dennis Vahsholtz, owner 
of Discs Unlimited, fell in 
love with the sport and built 
a course in Herington where 
he also started a wholesale 
distribution center. 

For Vahsholtz, it all start-
ed with Frisbee. He and his 
friends would compete to 
see who could hit a target, 
which could be a light pole 
or a tree at a park but to 
them it was just a made-up 
game.

“Then I discovered the 
baskets in about 1985 when 
I was driving through Tulsa 
and I found out there’s ac-
tually targets to shoot at,” 
he said. 

He did a little research 
and learned there were, at 
that time, only three disc 
golf courses in Kansas. 

He contracted with Os-
wald Manufacturing in 
Herington to make baskets 
and, in time for the city’s 
centennial celebration 
in 1987, he installed the 
state’s fourth course at Fa-
ther Padilla Park. Accord-
ing to the Professional Disc 
Golf Association, at the end 
of 2020, there were 265 
courses in Kansas.

The same year Vah-
scholtz installed the course 
in Herington, he started 
Discs Unlimited. 

“I realized after I played 
it, this was going to be 

a lifetime sport,” he 
said. 

He pegged it right, 
and not just for 
himself. As people 
learned about the  
sport it started to 

grow. 

Through 
the early 
part of the 
d e c a d e , 
he expe-
r i e n c e d 
a 10% to 
15% in-
crease in 
sales each 
year. In 
the mid-
2 0 0 0 ’ s 
s a l e s 
surged but 
n o t h i n g 
like when 
COVID hit. 
Since the 

start of the pandemic, his 
sales have increased 40 to 
50 percent each year, he 
said.

“It’s grown in leaps and 
bounds since the pandem-
ic because so many more 
people have discovered the 
sport,” he said. “You can 
keep your social distancing, 
enjoy the outdoors and get 
your exercise, and not be 
worried about contaminat-
ing anybody or getting con-
taminated with the virus.”

Since the early days, 
Discs Unlimited has ex-
panded to include a full line 
of supplies for the sport to 
include baskets, discs, tow-
els, bags, hand dryers, and 
retrieving poles to pull a 
disc out of a tree or river.

“Anything the disc golf-
ers want or need, we try to 
carry,” he said. 
He carries about 10 

brands of discs, which are 
manufactured all over the 
world.

“We buy in bulk and 
parcel out smaller 
quantities for stores to 
carry,” he said. “They 
can get a wide variety 
of brands in one box 
instead of having to 
order large quanti-
ties from each one 

of those brands.”
In addition to whole-

saling Vahscholtz owns 
the Millennium brand, 
which is manufactured by 
Innova Champion Discs 
and sold worldwide.

“Millennium was one 
of the first companies 
back in the mid-90s that 
came out with premi-
um-type plastic,” he said. 
“When Millennium came 
out with a more dura-
ble plastic — that was a 
game-changer in the in-
dustry. It’s been a lead-
er in the industry in that 
regard because shortly 
after, every manufacturer 

came out with more of a 
premium-type plastic.”

Innova’s website refers to 
Millennium as a “trailblaz-
er in premium plastic golf 
discs.

“In the 90‘s Millennium 
discs were quickly adopt-
ed by pro players around 
the world,” the Innova 
website states. “The first 
team contract in Finland 
was made with Millen-
nium discs. Legendary 
Nordic players like Jesper 
Lundmark, Timo Pursio 
and Jussi Meresmaa have 
played with Millennium’s 
discs. Omega SuperSoft 
putter is the disc that re-
ally made Millennium 
famous and it is still one 
the most relied putters 
out there. Omega’s rough 
surface and gummy plas-
tic are practically made 
for the Northern Europe’s 
rugged conditions. Mil-
lennium was the first 
major disc brand to label 
its ”runs”, the manufac-
tured batches, and some 
of the runs have become 
sought-after collectibles.”

The thrill of releasing the 
disc, watching it soar to-
ward the target, and hearing 
the sound of the basket’s 
chains rattle, bring golfers 
of all ages to the course.

“It’s the competitiveness 
and just watching the disc 
fly through the air and go 
where you want it to go,” 
Vahsholtz said. “Every day 
is a new challenge depend-
ing on the weather condi-
tions and every day you go 
out you’re playing against 
the course or if you have a 
group of friends, you can 
play with them.”

While the sport is grow-
ing among all age groups, 
the Professional Disc 

Golf Association, which 
signed up more than 
26,000 new members in 
2020 and saw a 27% per-
cent increase in 50 and 
older membership.

“It’s easy to see why 
disc golf is growing in 
popularity, especially 
among those over 50,” 
Robin Flanigan wrote in 
a May 13, 2021, AARP 
article. “Its rules are sim-
ple, and it’s easy on joints 
and muscles, inexpensive 
and promotes social con-
nections. Players throw 
a disc at a target called 
a disc golf basket on a 
course with either nine or 
18 holes. The winner is 
the person with the lowest 
number of total throws.”

Unlike ball golf, disc 
golfers don’t use golf 
carts — they walk, which 
provides one health bene-
fit. Wilddiscs.com posted 
an article in March, which 
stated players walk one or 
more miles every round.

“In addition, the throw-
ing motions involved 
in disc golf make for an 
excellent upper body ex-
ercise for chests, triceps, 
back, and shoulders,” the 
article stated. “You can 
even take things to anoth-
er level by mixing disc 
golf with gym workouts.

Riegel said the sport is 
popular for the over-50 
crowd because it is low 
impact.

“You’re really just 
throwing a disc,” he said. 
“You’re not running, 
you’re not hitting — it’s 
walking and it’s throwing. 
Courses are popping up 
around retirement centers 
and it’s exploding in that 
age group because it’s low 
impact and it’s fun and 
you’re outside and there’s 
all kinds of exercise and 
mental health benefits to 
the sport.”

DISCS Continued from P. 1

Discs Unlimited

A Sport for All Ages

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 

mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, bro-
ken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, December 30, 2021)

Sealed bids for the construction of Sidewalk Ramp Replacements, locat-

ed at the intersection of N Marshal Street and 5th St., will be received 

by the City of Chapman at 446 N Marshal Street, Chapman, KS 67431, 

until 2:00 PM local time on February 1, 2022; At which time the bids 

received will be publicly opened and read.  

The project consists of demolition and construction of exiting pedestrian 

ramps, sidewalk, and curb. 

• Major components of construction include 

• Sidewalk removal and replacement (approx. 102 SY)

• Curb and gutter replacement (approx. 114 LF)

• Brick street paving (approx. 12 sy)

A pre-bid conference will not be held.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instruction to 

Bidders.  The check(s) or bond(s) shall be made payable to the City of 

Chapman, as security that the bidder(s) to whom the award(s) are made 

will enter into contract to build the improvements bid upon and furnish 

the required bonds and insurance.  

The envelopes containing bids shall be marked as follows:

City of Chapman

Attn: Mark Campbell

Proposal For: Chapman Mill & Overlay – N Marshal Street,

 W 6th Street to W 9th Street

       Bids Received: Feb 1, 2021      2:00 PM local time

446 N Marshal Street

PO Box 321

Chapman, KS 67431

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:  Olsson, 302 S 4th St., 
Ste. 110, Manhattan, KS 6602.  Questions should be directed to Ryan 

Yenni (Olsson, Project Engineer) at 785-539-6900.

Plans and specifications can be electronically, in pdf format, obtained 
beginning January 4th by emailing ryenni@olsson.com. 

Each successful bidder shall supply a Performance Bond and a Payment 

Bond executed by a corporate surety licensed in the State of Kansas in an 

amount equal to 100 percent of the contract price as part of his contract. 

The City of Chapman reserves the right to accept any bid which it deems 

most advantageous to the City, and to reject any or all bids submitted and 

to hold as many bids as it desires for consideration for a period of sixty 

(60) days after the bids are open. 

Public Notice

(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, December 30, 2021)

ORDINANCE NO. 1848

Kay’s Pharmacy has
Quadrivalent and High Dose 

flu vaccines in stock.

FREE through most insurances
or $28 for cash payers

Please call 785-258-3703 to schedule

appointments today

We look forward to serving you!

Herington  785-258-2244 • Marion  620-382-2112
Hillsboro  620-947-2112

Council Grove  620-767-7877

Sawyer
Funeral Home

Whitewater  316-799-2000

yazel-Megli
Funeral Homes

laMb
Funeral Home

www.wilddiscs.com
www.facebook.com/dcntkansas
www.olsson.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 

can depend on
You can count on Heil® heating 

systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Classified
 Animals/Livestock

Sardex® II is the odorless, 

greaseless way to treat dogs 

with mange without steroids. 

At Orscheln Farm & Home. 

(www.fleabeacon.com)
 For Sale

Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 

for only $300/ week. Find 

employees, sell your home 

or your car. Call the Kansas 

Press Association @ 785-

271-5304 today! 

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 

MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Amer-

ica’s Most Trusted Inter-

state Movers. Let us take the 

stress out of moving!  Speak 

to a Relocation Specialist, 

call 888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 

& Shades. FREE in-home 

estimates make it convenient 

to shop from home. Profes-

sional installation.  Top qual-

ity - Made in the USA.  Call 

for free consultation:  844-

740-0117.  Ask about our 
specials!

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-980-0025 

 Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or 

not!  All conditions accepted.  

Free pickup.  Call for details. 

844-268-9386

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Day shift nurse

FT Day shift C.N.A.

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY

SERVICES

NOW LEASING
1100 N. Broadway St. Herington, KS

HOMESTEAD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS

For more information contact Mgr. Lori Dornbusch
(785)258-2956 • Lori.Hilltop@yahoo.com

• 1 and 2 bedroom units
• Laundry hookups
• Snow removal & lawn care
• All utilities included plus cable

• Appliances furnished
• Single detached garage
• Pet with pet deposit
• Clubhouse on site

HVAC

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

SEASONAL

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

VETERINARY

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS!  

Save your money on your 

Medicare supplement plan. 

FREE QUOTES from top 

providers. Excellent cover-

age. Call for a no obligation 
quote to see how much you 

can save! 855-587-1299

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 

with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 

channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 

updates!  We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial Aid 

Available for those who qual-
ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER and 60+ 

years old? Call now! You 

and your family may be en-

titled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 866-

327-2721 today. Free Con-

sultation. No Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author sub-

mission kit!  Limited offer!  

Why wait?  Call now: 855-

939-2090

JOIN OUR TEAMS!
ASTRA Bank has an opening for a

VP Loan Officer and 
Market President

at our Abilene, KS location. 

ASTRA Bank offers competitive pay.

Benefits include Health Insurance, Incentive 
Compensations, Group Term Life Insurance,

Profit Sharing and 401k

Astra Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Want a place in our directory?Want a place in our directory?

Call or E-mail us forCall or E-mail us for

more details.more details.

785-366-6186 or785-366-6186 or

Email

lauren.dcnt@gmail.com

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. Get 
help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-785-922-9098
Dental50Plus.com/dcnt

www.salemhomeks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.stevecrichton.com
www.fleabeacon.com
www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.kvkinc.biz
www.dental50plus.com/dcnt
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YOUTH
Thursday, January 6, 2022

Dickinson County News-Times is excited to offer you the 
opportunity to show off your bundle of joy!

On Thursday, January 20, 2022, we will publish our annual 
page featuring 2021 babies born in Dickinson county.

We are honored to provide you with this valuable keepsake 
that can be shared with family & friends for years to come!

Baby’s Information:

Baby’s Name: __________________________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________________________, 2021

Parents: ______________________________________________

Siblings: ______________________________________________

Grandparents: _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Great Grandparents: ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Your Contact Information:

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Phone #: ______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

$14 PER BABY DISPLAY

Please send completed form, photo, and payment to DCNT via:
Mail or Drop-off: 6 South Broadway, Herington, KS 67449

Email: dcnewstimes@outlook.com
If you mail a photo and need it returned, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Baby entries are due by 3:00 p.m. 
on January 10, 2022

BABIESBABIESooff  22002211

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Making spirits bright — children give Christmas concerts
Students perform at Enterprise, Blue Ridge schools

Blue Ridge photos courtesy of Dennis Shehi and Vicki Lexow | Courtesy photos
Enterprise photos courtesy of Dennis Shehi and Afton Diehl

TOP: Students at Chapman School District’s Blue Ridge Elementary School gave a Christmas performance Dec. 14. BOTTOM LEFT: In addition to an all-school 
performance several smaller groups of Blue Ridge students sang and acted out holiday favorites. MIDDLE: Students at Enterprise Elementary School, which is also 
part of the Chapman School District, joined in harmony to entertain family and guests at a Christmas performance Dec. 16. BOTTOM RIGHT: In addition to singing, 
children played holiday tunes on a variety of instruments. Both performance were under the direction of Christina Shehi.

www.qualityoflifecoalltion.org

