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Ranchers from 
across the country 
have chipped in to 
help those in Western 
Kansas who suffered 
losses during the 
Dec. 15 wind storm 
which sparked a 
large wildfire. See 
story and photos on 
page 9.
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Dickinson County year in review
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

COVID-19 continued to 
garner several headlines 
throughout the year.

Vaccines rolled out, and 
debates were held on the 
whether schools could or 
would require masks.

However, throughout the 
County, there were many 
other news stories that took 
center stage. 

Resignations, hirings 
and city and school board 
elections resulted in new 
faces showing  up in sever-
al of the towns the DCNT 
covers.

The police department 
and hospital in Herington 
took many of the headlines 
in 2021, which will likely 
continue into 2022 as law-
suits and court cases move 
forward.

While Herington Hos-
pital moved to dissolve 
a partnership, Memorial 

Health System, in Abilene, 
forged a new relationship 
with Salina hospital.

On the positive side of 
the news students through-
out the county showed suc-
cess in many arenas. From 
the classroom to the athlet-
ic fields and show arenas, 
children excelled in 2021.

Also in the headlines were 
businesses, which came and 
went. Some changed hands 
allowing long-time staples 
to continue. 

Over the year county 
residents came together to 
celebrate achievements and 
holidays — Labor Day, Vet-
eran’s Day, Fourth of July 

all saw activities and events 
that kept people busy.

As the year came to a close, 
a major wind storm tore 
across the state and wreaked 
havoc on Dickinson County. 

With 2022 right around 
the corner, here’s a look 
at some of the stories that 
made the news in 2021.

A 1% sales tax in Herington, which 
went into place three  years earlier to 

support the hospital, was allowed to expire.

An Easter Sunday fire scorched about 
30 acres of land, destroyed a camper, 

a goose neck trailer and roof trusses; and 
caused the evacuation of a mobile home 
park in Chapman. The fire was said to have 
started by someone target shooting just off 
2600 Avenue.

On her 17th birthday, Madilynn 
Becker of Herington was crowned 

Miss Kansas Teen USA 2021.

After 135 years in business the funeral 
home in Hope shut it’s doors. At the 

time of its closure, the business was owned 
by Ron and Cindy Overlease who also own 
the Carlson Becker Funeral Home. The 
business started in 1885, before Hope was 
an incorporated city, by J.S. Meek, who also 
owned the local furniture store.

On a 3-2 vote the Herington City Com-
missioners relinquished their respon-

sibility of the Herington Hospital. Commis-
sioners voting against it said, while they 
agreed with the others that they prefer the 
city to have no liability, they questioned the 
process in which the split happened. They 
also said they would like to see some form 
of fiscal return to Herington.

A lawsuit filed by a Herington resi-
dent, in an attempt to force the hos-

pital to close its Hillsboro clinic, was dis-
missed in the 8th Judicial District Court.

Chapman Schools archery team host-
ed its first 3-D Outdoor Border 

Battle at Tuttle Creek Reservoir, Manhat-
tan. The tournament brought teams from 
around Kansas and some from Missouri. 
Throughout the course competitors found 
life-sized three-dimensional targets of an-
imals, fictional critters and dinosaurs.

Year starts with groundbreaking
DCNT file photo

One of the first stories of 2021 was the groundbreaking of a new 
water treatment plant in Herington Jan. 21. The project took all 
year but, on Dec. 7, the city announced that all residents were 
hooked up to the new system.

Ends with major wind storm
Rick Anderson | Courtesy photo

High winds, with at least one gust clocked at 100 miles per hour, 
blew across the state sparking wildfires out west and toppling trees 
and power lines like these in Abilene Dec. 15. 

January
Conversations between the 

City of Herington and what 
was then the Herington Municipal 
Hospital started heating up. During 
the first city commission meeting a 
requested moratorium on extra-ter-
ritorial expansion of the hospital 
was voted down 3-2. Questions had 
risen about the hospital operating a 
clinic in Hillsboro. 

Later that month, the Hospital 
Board of Trustees announced plans 
to close the clinic. They cited word-
ing in the stimulus aid package 
passed in December 2020, which 
they said would reduce government 
reimbursements, as the motivating 
factor behind the decision — that 
clinic remains open.

Two days prior to the vote, a Her-
ington resident filed the first of what 
would be two lawsuits against the 

hospital. The intention of the suit 
was to force the hospital to close the 
Hillsboro clinic.

At the commissions second meet-
ing of the month hospital adminis-
trators addressed the commission-
ers and disputed allegations from 
community members and a Hills-
boro newspaper, which claimed the 
clinic was operating illegally. 

In Chapman, City Manager 
John Dudte’s last day on the 

job was Jan. 10. An interim was put 
in place while a nationwide search 
for his replacement commenced.

Centre School Board members 
voted to hire Larry D. Geist 

to fill the superintendent and pre-
school through fifth grade principal 
positions, effective July 1. Geist took 
over from Susan Beesom who re-
tired after six years with the district.

February
Herington Hospital continued 

to dominate the news into 
February when they presented a 
non-binding letter of intent to break 
ties with the city and become an in-
dependent not-for-profit. The city 
agreed to move forward with the in-
tent on a 4-1 vote. 

COVID-19 vaccinations ramped 
up through the Dickinson 

County Health Department and at 
pharmacies across the county — de-
spite health officials battling misin-
formation, rumors and conspiracy 
theories about the vaccine.

Herington officials awarded the 
city’s first Uniform Program 

to Incentivize Commercial Cultiva-
tion grant to the Family Resource 
Exchange. The program helps with 
funding for improvements, remodel-
ing and other needs. 

The city also got the ball rolling on 
a long-awaited streets project with 
the issuance of a request for bids for 
what could become a $250,000 im-
provement project. The focus would 
start on the West side of town. 

The month ended with four 
county fire departments 

working to extinguish a fire on 
Quail Road. The fire destroyed 
two buildings and damaged one — 
estimates were put at $25,000 to 
$30,000 damage.

April

March
Andrew Avantagiato was tapped to 

fill the chief position at the Her-
ington Fire Department. Prior to accept-
ing the job, Avantagiato had worked full-
time for the Fort Riley Fire Department 
for 10 years, and part-time at Herington’s 
fire department for two.  

Mark Campbell was hired as Chap-
man’s new city administrator. Camp-

bell, a native of Ireland, came to Chapman 
from Cripple Creek, Colorado. Although he 
was due to start April 1, he drove in early to 
beat an impending spring snowstorm.

Herington City Manager Branden 
Dross received the go ahead from 

the commission to begin the process of 
putting together plans to revitalize the lake 
resources. The first step was to issue a re-
quest for qualifications for a project engi-
neer to help formulate the plan.

After a year of being closed be-
cause of COVID-19, the Chap-

man Senior Center reopened. Through-
out the closure, volunteers continued to 
deliver meals but hesitated to open be-
cause of the risk the virus posed to the 
older population, which is serves.

Students at Chapman High School 
began work on a memory quilt for 

the family of Jon Londeen who died Oct. 
8, 2020 after a seven-week battle with 

COVID-19. Londeen was known through-
out Chapman for his support of the schools 
and community.

A fire at the Meat Plant in Clay Center 
on March 16 left ranchers and oth-

ers scrambling to find a place to bring their 
livestock. The backlog was posing prob-
lems as meat plants reported being booked 
for more than a year.

DCNT file photo
Lynn Battishill quit monkeying around and 
opened, Monkey Business — an engine 
and vehicle repair shop in Chapman.

DCNT file photo
Chapman Senior Center partici-
pated in March for Meals to bring 
awareness to their meal delivery 
program. The center reported de-
livering up to 1,500 meals a month 
to about 60 people in the county.

See YEAR IN REVIEW P. 8

Chapman school treasurer retiresChapman school treasurer retires
Gail Parsons | DCNT photo

Lois Baier showed up to work in style for her last 
day as the Chapman School District treasurer 
Dec. 21. See story on page 3.

The DCNT team thank all of our The DCNT team thank all of our 
readers and advertisers for a readers and advertisers for a 

wonderful 2021. We wish everyone wonderful 2021. We wish everyone 
a happy, healthy, and safe 2022a happy, healthy, and safe 2022
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Sheriff’s Department
Dec. 6 to Dec. 20

Accidents
Dec. 11, 12:13 p.m., 

1400 Old Highway 40, 
Warren Jonathan Varel-
man-Morton

Dec. 9, 6:05 a.m., 2600 
Fair Road, Jeremiah Dean 
Black

Dec. 11, 6 p.m. 2200 
Old Highway 40, Collin 
McKale Bluhm

Dec. 7, 3:45 a.m. 700 
Union Road, Molly Lynn 
Mercer

Reports
Dec. 7, 6:55 p.m., 5:09 

S. Factory St., domestic 
disturbance

Dec. 8, 5:04 p.m., 220 
E. Main St., domestic 
disturbance

Dec. 9, 9:22 a.m., 902 
1400 Ave., child abuse

Dec. 13, 8:59 a.m., 400 
W. Fourth St., drug inves-
tigation

Dec. 14, 8:18 p.m., 109 
E. First St., domestic dis-
turbance

Dec. 15, 10:57 p.m., 
1461 Trail Rd., domestic 
disturbance
Arrests
Dec. 14, 8:43 p.m., 

Douglas Lee Nolf, viola-
tion of a protection order

Dec. 16, midnight, 
1461 Trail Rd., James 
Earl Mercer, domestic 
battery

Dec. 16, midnight, 
1461 Trail Rd., Clinton 
Lee Kidd, domestic bat-
tery

Dec. 8, 1:20 p.m., 109 
E. First St., burglary, theft 
X2 

Law Enforcement Report

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

George Paul KandtGeorge Paul Kandt

June 2, 1935 - Dec. 15, 2021June 2, 1935 - Dec. 15, 2021

George Paul 
Kandt, 86, 
passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by family, 
on Dec. 15, 2021 at Stormont Vail 
Hospital in Topeka. 

George was born on June 2, 
1935 in rural Hope, Kansas to 
Carl and Hannah Kandt. He was 
the youngest of four children and 
was raised on his family’s farm-
stead near Hope. 

George attended the St. John’s 
Lutheran parochial school 
through eighth grade, and then at-
tended and graduated from Hope 
High School in 1953. 

After high school, George 
worked on his family farm raising 
crops and cattle while serving in 
the U.S. Army Reserves. 

He also worked in the IGA gro-
cery store in Herington during 
this time and was promoted into 
management. 

George met his wife, Betty, 
while working at the IGA store as 
she was the local Home Econom-
ics teacher and ordered groceries 
from his store. They were married 
on June 25, 1961.

George and Betty lived in Her-
ington for several years before 
moving to Junction City when 
George accepted the position of 
Store Manager for Dillons Food 
Store and Betty became the 
Geary County Home Economics 
and 4-H Agent. They started their 

family in Junction City and lived 
there for 10 years before mov-
ing to Manhattan in 1974 when 
George became Manager of the 
East Dillons Food Store.

George enjoyed getting to 
know people and taking time for 
conversation with his customers, 
friends, and neighbors. 

He was a member of the Man-
hattan Lions Club and First Bap-
tist Church. 

After retiring from Dillons, 
George worked for Sunflower 
Bank while also spending more 
time with his farm and ranch op-
erations managing cattle, monitor-
ing harvests, and renovating older 
properties to preserve the land and 
honor his roots in agriculture.

George and Betty were ded-
icated and loving parents and 
grandparents. They cherished 
family time together and were 
involved in their sons’ activities, 
such as sports, 4-H, church youth 
group, and neighborhood news-
paper route. George also enjoyed 
watching his grandson, Owen, 
play various youth sports, espe-
cially the Manhattan Titans base-
ball team.

George was preceded in death 
by his wife Betty; parents Carl 
and Hannah; and brothers Ray-
mond and Walter. 

He is survived by his two sons, 
George II (Heather) and Karl; one 
grandson Owen; sister Delores 
Hatterman; and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

A celebration of life service 
was held Dec. 21 at the First Bap-
tist Church in Manhattan. Inter-
ment was at St. John’s Cemetery 
near Herington, Kansas.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
First Baptist Church of Manhat-
tan, St. John’s Lutheran Church at 
Lyons Creek, or the Hope Com-

munity Museum. Contributions 
may be left in care of the Yor-
gensen-Meloan-Londeen Funer-
al Home, 1616 Poyntz Avenue, 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502.

Donna Marie MollachDonna Marie Mollach
Sept. 17, 1934 - Dec. 20, 2021Sept. 17, 1934 - Dec. 20, 2021

Donna Marie 
Mollach, of Em-
poria, entered 
into rest Monday, 
Dec. 20, 2021 at 
Holiday Resort. 
She was 87.

Donna was 
born in Her-
ington, Kansas 
on Sept. 17, 1934 
to Ernie and Hel-
en Sauer.  

She graduated from Herington 
High School in 1952 and then 
graduated from the X-ray Train-
ing School at St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal in Wichita.  

She married Ronald S. Mol-
lach in 1954 and to that marriage 
two sons were born. Steven Mol-
lach was born in 1955 and Stan-
ley Mollach in 1956. Later in life 
Donna was divorced from Ronald.

Donna raised her two sons and 
after her divorce she became the 
head of the Radiology Depart-
ment at Herington Hospital. She 
met Stanley Carson and they be-
came companions and enjoyed 
several fulfilling years together.  
Tragically, Stanley Carson passed 
away but Donna continued to 
raise Stanley Carson’s youngest 
daughter Melanie.

Donna’s youngest son Stan, 
was seriously injured in a car ac-
cident. Donna spent the remain-
der of her life caring for him.  

They moved to Salina Kansas 
so that Stan could be closer to 

his daughter Melissa. Donna con-
tinued to work in the radiology 
field until her retirement. Donna 
and Stan then moved to Emporia, 
Kansas to be closer to Steve and 
his family.

Donna was preceded in death 
by her parents Ernie and Helen 
Sauer, brother Bob Sauer, com-
panion Stanley Carson and grand-
daughter Ashley Mollach.  

She is survived by sons Steve 
(Tami) Mollach Emporia, Stan 
Mollach Emporia, Melanie Car-
son Fort Worth, Texas, grand-
daughters Justina Mollach and 
Melissa Mollach, sister in law 
Peggy Sauer, and nephews Barry, 
Brad and Kurt Sauer.

Private services will be held 
at Charter Funerals, with burial 
at Sunset Hill Cemetery in Her-
ington. The family requests that 
in lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions be made to Hetlinger Plant-
ing Hope Initiative (Greenhouse).

Wanda Fae MurphyWanda Fae Murphy
April 15, 1922 - Dec. 23, 2021April 15, 1922 - Dec. 23, 2021

Wanda Fae 
Murphy passed 
away Dec. 23, 
2021 at Chapman 
Valley Manor.

Wanda was 
born April 15, 
1922 near Na-
varre, Kansas, 
the daughter of 
Lena (Eddy) and 
William Claude 
Bowden. She graduated from 
Dickinson County Community 
High School in 1939.  

On Oct. 17, 1943, she was 
married to John Murphy. They 
farmed and made their home near 
Navarre for 66 years before mov-
ing to Chapman.

Wanda was a member of the 
Navarre Church of the Breth-
ren, New Basel United Church 
of Christ, and Chapman United 
Methodist Church. 

Besides being a farm wife, 
she was a member of the local 
EHU, served on the election 
board, bus driver for many years 
and always there for her fami-
ly. She was known to be a great 
cook and her fried chicken was 
the family favorite.

Wanda is survived by chil-
dren Jerry (Mary) Murphy of 
Omaha, Nebraska, Janet (Bob) 
Meyer of Chapman, and Kev-
in (Lynne) Murphy of Hope; 
grandchildren, Stacey Combes 
(Brian) of Abilene, Shane 
Meyer of St. Joe, Missouri, 
Sean Murphy (Kelli) of De-
troit, Michigan, Jacob Murphy 
(Ricky Gutierrez) of Chica-
go, Illinois, Megan McDugald 
(Jim) of Nashville, Tennessee, 
Kyle Murphy (Kirsten Zenner) 
of Newton, Dane Murphy of 
Dallas, Texas, and Jenna Ben-
trop (Brian) of Blue Springs, 
Missouri; great- grandchildren 
Hunter and Talon Combes, 
Kinsey and Chase Meyer, Avery 
and Clay McDugald and Blake 
Bentrop; and one great-great-
grandchild Coralynn Combes.

Preceding her in death were her 
parents, husband John in 2011 
and sister Zola Mae Morgan.  

Services for Wanda were 
Dec. 28 at the United Methodist 
Church in Chapman.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Chapman Valley Manor 
or Navarre Community Center.  
Memorials may be dropped off 
or mailed to Londeen-Overlease 
Funeral Chapel, PO Box 411, 
Chapman, Kansas 67451.  Online 
condolences may be sent to www.
londeenfuneralchapel.com.
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Special to the DCNT

Fort Riley, in conjunc-
tion with the State of 
Kansas, Fourth District, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and VFW Auxiliary, con-
ducted a virtual Wreaths 
Across America ceremo-
ny, Dec. 23, at the Fort 
Riley Post Cemetery. The 
public was able to watch 
the ceremony via social 
media at www.Facebook.
com/FortRiley.

Maj. Gen. D. A. Sims, 
Commanding General of 

the 1st Infantry Division 
and Fort Riley, spoke of 
the pride he felt to be a 
part of this campaign. 

“Today, I am proud to 
be an American, to be in 
this cemetery with these 
extraordinary Americans 
who make this happen each 
year and to be a part of this 
group that lays wreaths as 
we commemorate the fall-
en,” Sims said. “This is the 
second time I’ve been able 
to do this here at Fort Riley. 
My family and I did it a 
number of times at Arling-

ton National Cemetery. I 
am proud to represent 1 ID 
and Fort Riley to be here to-
day with this extraordinary 
group of people.”

Service representatives 
then placed ceremonial 
wreaths for each of the 
armed forces, Merchant 
Marines, Gold Star fami-
lies and POWs/MIAs. 

After the ceremony, 
volunteers placed wreaths 
on individual military ser-
vice members’ gravesites.

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica holds simultaneous 

observances in more than 
1,400 locations in all 
50 states and 24 nation-
al veteran cemeteries on 
foreign soil. The orga-
nization’s motto is “Re-
member, Honor, Teach.” 

The intent is to remem-
ber fallen U.S. veterans, 
honor those who serve 
and teach children the 
value of freedom. This 
year’s theme is “Live up 
to their legacy.”

Fort Riley has co-host-
ed this event with the 
VFW since 2007.

Courtesy photo
Volunteers place wreaths on service members’ gravesites as part of “Wreaths Across America” at the Fort Riley 
Post Cemetery Dec. 18.

Special to the DCNT

Memorial Health Sys-
tem, in Abilene, and Sali-
na Regional Health Cen-
ter, in Salina, announced 
in April they would en-
ter into a strategic alli-
ance to better serve the 
patients and families of 
their respective commu-
nities in north-central 
Kansas. The date is now 
approaching for the affil-
iation to begin.

On Jan. 1, Salina Re-
gional Health Center will 
assume responsibility 
for the management and 
operations of Memorial 
Health System. Owner-
ship of the hospital will 
not change. However, all 
Memorial Health System 
employees will become 
employees of Salina Re-
gional Health Center.

In recent weeks, the 
staff of MHS has par-
ticipated in extensive 
training, which continues 
for many departments. 
Training consists of ev-
erything from human 
resources requirements, 
policies, computer pro-
grams, and more.

The focus of the affil-
iation is to increase ser-
vices and care available 
to the people of Abilene 

and Dickinson County. 
Nothing in the agreement 
inhibits or eliminates a 
patient’s ability to choose 
from whom or where they 
receive services.

“As we move clos-
er to January 1, 2022, 
we are excited to begin 
a new chapter in MHS 
history regarding affil-
iation with Salina Re-
gional Health Center,” 
said Harold Courtois, 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Memorial Health 
System. “We have stated 
before, it is a great op-
portunity to move for-
ward with collaboration 
instead of competition. 
Affiliation means we are 
better prepared to head 
into the future to pro-
vide and enhance care to 
those who seek our ser-
vices. Our goal, as Me-
morial Health System, is 
to continue to provide ac-
cess to healthcare in this 
area for all patients well 
into the future, and affili-
ation will ensure that we 
are able to do that.”

Salina Regional Health 
Center also has affilia-
tions with Cloud County 
Health Center in Con-
cordia and Lindsborg 
Community Hospital in 
Lindsborg.

Wreaths Across America ceremony 
conducted virtually at Fort Riley 

Hospitals alliance 
date approaching

www.londeenfuneralchapel.com
www.jostfuneralhome.com


 

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

On the last day before 
the holiday break Lois Bai-
er, treasurer for Chapman 
schools and a fan of Kan-
sas State University, pulled 
up to the Education Cen-
ter in style — her husband 
Dave drove her to work in 
a neighbor’s purple Cadil-
lac. The windows of the 
car explained it all, on the 
back was written Just Re-
tired and the side passenger 
windows announced her 23 
years of service.

As she exited the car a 
crowd of her coworkers 
stepped out of the front 
door to welcome her to a 
surprise retirement party 
Dec. 21. One of the first out 
of the door was Michele 
Sutter who was already 
fighting back tears. Sut-
ter has known and worked 
with Baier for nearly two 
decades. 

“We are each other’s lon-
gest workmates,” Sutter 
said. “We’ve never worked 
with anybody longer than 
each other. 

Baier started with the 
Chapman district in August 
1999 as a part-time secre-
tary’s aid. The following year 
she became the food service 
secretary and started work-
ing out of the central office. 
Two years later Sutter joined 
her. In 2010, around the time 
an F5 tornado ripped Chap-
man to pieces, the treasurer 
was retiring and Baier was 
offered the job.

“I had considered ma-
joring in accounting when 
I was in college but then 
didn’t follow that path,” 
Baier said. “It turned out to 
be something that I did like 
to do.”

While some people are 
not good with numbers, 
Lois said she enjoys the 
challenge of making them 
balance. But balancing the 
numbers isn’t the only ben-
efit Baier has brought to the 
office.

“She is the kindest, 
sweetest person,” Sutter 
said. “She is a good Chris-
tian lady who always does 
the right thing. And she has 
taught me so much.”

But the way Baier teaches 
is by example, Sutter said. 
If someone is having a hard 
time, Baier is the one who 
will step forward to help.

“She practices what she 
preaches,” she said. “She 
is a very lovely, lovely kind 
lady. She never loses her 
temper … and she’s a great 
co-worker because she is 
very even-keeled.”

Even when trouble brews 
among coworkers and ten-
sion grows, as will happen 
occasionally in most offic-
es, Baier is the one to stay 
even-keeled.

“She never buys into that 
or joins in,” Sutter said. 
“She tries to get you to see 
another side and she just 
stays calm and never takes 
sides — she is friends with 
everyone.” 

After COVID-19 hit, Bai-
er showed her co-workers 
again how much she cared. 
Sutter said in all the years 
she has known her, Baier 
had only taken sick days 
when she broke a bone. 
However, when she started 
getting a cold recently, she 
took a sick day. 

The way the district re-
tirement works, people can 
cash in an accumulated 
90 days sick time for $10 
a day — Lois will not get 
the payment for the day she 
took off.

“Even though we’ve all 
been vaccinated, we’re very 
concerned about COVID be-
cause my husband is the ad-
ministrator at Village Manor 
(nursing home) in Abilene,” 
Sutter said. 

Baier knows the concerns 
Sutter and her husband 
have about contracting 
COVID-19 and taking it 
into the nursing home.

Baier took that day off 
until she knew for sure that 
she did not have the virus. 

No one knew what was go-
ing on until she went back 
to work.

“She said “I just cannot 
be the one responsible for 
bringing COVID into the 
office or into your husband’s 
nursing home,” Sutter said. 
“And so now she’s retiring 
and she’s gonna miss what 
was that perfect attendance 
… because of the sacrifice, 
she made for the rest of us.”

With retirement comes 
not having to worry about 
sick days or attendance.

“What I’m looking for-
ward to is not having to 
hurry home when I’m vis-
iting (the grandchildren) 
because I have to be back 
for work,” she said. “Plus, 
summer is the busiest time 
for the treasurer, because of 
the budget so, I never had 
the time to take off from 
work so that the grandchil-
dren could stay for a few 
days.  Now I will be able to 
have them come visit in the 
summer when they’re not in 
school.”

She said she is also look-
ing forward to getting back 
to helping out on the farm.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information Coordinator

High demand for new 
ambulances around the 
Midwest nudged Dick-
inson County Commis-
sioners to order two new 
ambulances last week, 
which typically would not 
have been considered until 
2022 and 2023.

During a recent trip to 
Linn, Missouri, to conduct 
the mid-build inspection of 
the new county ambulance 
being built by the Osage 
Ambulance Co., Health 
Department/EMS Director 
John Hultgren learned the 
company is so busy that 
orders placed now will not 
be delivered until the end of 
2023 at the earliest.

The only way the coun-
ty will get new ambulanc-
es when they’re needed in 
2023 and 2024 is to order 
them now, County Admin-
istrator Brad Homman told 
commissioners during the 
Dec. 16 meeting.

“No money is being spent 
at this point,” Homman 
said. “We’re simply put-
ting our name in and com-
mitting ourselves to secure 
those orders in place for 
that time frame.” 

The two Ford 550 Osage 
Warrior ambulances will 
cost $594,000, which in-
cludes a $2,000 discount 
for the two vehicles even 
though they will be deliv-
ered at different times.

Hultgren said the mid-
build inspection for the 
ambulance currently being 
built turned up a few issues. 
The new ambulance should 
be delivered by the last 
week of January. It will re-
place Medic 5, which might 
be repurposed as a Commu-
nity Emergency Response 
Team vehicle used by Dick-
inson County Emergency 
Management.

Ambulance runs are up 
in 2021 compared to 2020 
when the COVID-19 pan-
demic and shutdown kept 
people at home, Hultgren 
told commissioners. Fewer 

people were traveling so 
there were fewer accidents 
and less illness besides 
COVID.

The county likely will 
reach 2,500 EMS runs by 
Dec. 31, Hultgren said. The 
busiest year previously was 
in 2018.

“We’re getting busi-
er, putting more miles on 
trucks and going to places 
that are farther away with 
hospitals not having space 
closer,” Hultgren said.

He told commissioners  
EMS has taken patients to 
hospitals they had never 
been to before. The most 
distant trip was to a hospi-
tal in Missouri on the other 
side of Kansas City, he said.

While Memorial Hospital 
has transferred patients to 
more distant locations like 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, those 
people were taken by air. 
Hultgren said it’s not feasi-
ble for EMS to make those 
trips due to the amount 
of time it takes to make 
the drive, especially with 
COVID-19 patients.

Due to the much higher 
number of ambulance runs, 
Hultgren said EMS revenue 
is considerably higher this 
year than in 2020. 

Health department 
In other health depart-

ment news, Hultgren re-
ported during work session 
the electricity was off at the 
health department for about 
12 hours, Dec. 15 due to the 
wind storm. The generator 
was refilled once during 
that time with 94 gallons 
of fuel. The 12-hour outage 
was the longest the building 
had ever been powered by 
the generator. 

The generator is nec-
essary to power both the 
health department and EMS 
sides of the building, mak-
ing sure vaccines stored in 
refrigeration units remain 
viable and that radios, 
ambulance bay doors and 
other life saving response 
equipment is operable.

Hultgren also said 
the local health depart-
ment will turn over its 

COVID-19 tracing to the 
state in January. The Kan-
sas Department of Health 
and Environment is 
changing the way it han-
dles positive cases and 
contact tracings so health 
departments have the op-
tion to transfer contact 
tracing to the state.

With reports that the 
Omicron variant is much 
more transmissible than 
other types of COVID, 
Hultgren believes it is like-
ly the number of cases in 
the county will continue to 
pick up.

“I don’t know why a 
health department wouldn’t 
let the state do their contact 
tracing,” Hultgren said, ex-
plaining it was a labor-in-
tensive process. Freeing up 
staff from that duty allows 
them to give more vac-
cines, resume foot care and 
go back to providing other 
services offered before the 
pandemic.
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Thursday
Dec. 30

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. There 
is no cost to attend but 
appointments are nec-
essary. To schedule a 
15-minute session. Call 
785.280.0437 to reserve 
a time.

Friday 
Dec. 31

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. Comedy 
show and New Year’s 
Eve Party at Old Abilene 
Town’s Alamo Saloon.

New Year’s Eve par-
ty at Lebold Mansion, 
106 N. Vine, Abilene. 
Call or text (785)571-
9296 for information 
and reservations.

Monday 
Jan. 3

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

7 p.m. Book Club at 
Herington Public Li-
brary, 102 S. Broadway, 
Herington. Call (785) 
258—2011 to find out 
the book.  

Tuesday 
Jan. 4

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chap-
man, KS 67431

5:30 p.m. City Com-
mission Meeting at Her-
ington City Hall, 17 N. 
Broadway

Wednesday  
Jan. 5

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. free 
haircuts for children 
and adults, by appoint-
ment, call 785.200.6750, 
Neighbor to Neighbor, 
8003 N. Cedar, Abilene

Thursday 
Jan. 6

Bal-A-Viz-X, Neigh-
bor to Neighbor, 8003 
N. Cedar, Abilene. There 
is no cost to attend but 
appointments are nec-
essary. To schedule a 
15-minute session. Call 
785.280.0437 to reserve 
a time.

456 Highway 77
Herington

785-258-8024

Remember to check 

your tire tread 

regularly.

Come see us for a 

quote on new tires. 

Stay safe!

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703

kayspharmacy@gmail.com

2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 

for details!

Ages 12-17 must be

accompanied by a parent

See COUNTY P. 5

Co-workers greet retiring treasurer with surprise party

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Lois Baier showed up for her last day as the Chapman School District treasurer in 
a Cadillac pointed K-State purple. When she arrived, her co-workers greeted her at 
the door with a surprise retirement party.

County orders two new ambulances

Courtesy photo
Lois Baier, standing, helps Brittany Phillips learn some 
of the work involved in the treasurer position at Chap-
man School District. Baier’s last day was Dec. 21 and 
Phillips now takes over.

Wind storm keeps 911 dispatchers busy

Gates close for Gates close for 
holidayholiday

Henry, Ogden, Trooper 
and Four Corners access 
control points will remain 
open through the holidays. 
Grant and Parker gates will 
be closed Dec. 30 through 
Jan. 2. The commercial traf-
fic gate at 12th Street will be 
closed Dec. 31 through Jan. 
2. When the 12th street ac-
cess control point is closed, 
commercial traffic will use 
the Henry gate.

The visitor control cen-
ter near Henry gate is open 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on federal 
holidays. Dec. 31 is a federal 
holiday this year. The visitor 
control center will be open, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 1 and 2. 

Visitors requiring a pass for 
access to Fort Riley can also 
apply online for a single-day 
pass at https://pass.aie.army.
mil/riley.

Old Abilene Old Abilene 
Town hosts Town hosts 
comedianscomedians

Ring in the New Year 
with a comedy show Fea-
turing Nationally Touring 
comedians Brett Schmidt 
and Cody Lindenberger at 
Old Abilene Town’s Alamo 
Saloon, 

Champagne toast and hors 
d’oeuvres are included. Tick-
ets are $20. Go to OldAbile-
neTown.org for more infor-
mation. Ages 18 and up. 

Do you have an 
upcoming event?
Get the word out about 
your event in the news 
briefs and in the calen-
dar of events.
Submit the day, time, 
location and a little bit 
of information about 
the event or activity. 
Be sure to include your 
name and phone number 
and send it to office@
dickinsonnewstimes.com

https://pass.aie.army
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.netown.org
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“Where 
oh where 
oh where 
s h o u l d 
that new 
line be?”

W h i l e 
it wasn’t 
a million 
d o l l a r 
question, 
there certainly was bewil-
derment where to put in a 
new waterline.

Ranch yard is truly hel-
ter-skelter after very old 
trees were bulldozed out 
and hauled off by highway 
contractors. 

The driveway has al-
ways been narrow, but 
with highly eroded ground 
on both sides of the culvert 
it’s worsened. It’s impos-
sible to see at night with 

road construction so, more 
than once, the trailer has 
dropped off the edge. The 
width of the reconstructed 
ranch yard entranceway 
isn’t known but very sig-
nificant when putting more 
stuff underground.

The sewer line has been 
redone before due to im-
proper original construction 
and moving it again was 
said to be necessary. How-
ever, another highway en-
gineer now says the waste 
pipe can stay although, it’s 
very close to being in the 
way. Still, its exact location 
must be known in order to 
keep from puncturing it with 
more pipeline work.

Five weeks since the 
telephone landline was 

ripped out by tree doz-
ers. Emails indicating it 
would be and was fixed 
are complete misnomers. 
A dozen follow-up at-
tempts to contact corpo-
rate expressing need have 
been ignored completely. 

Uncountable cell phone 
calls from two personal 
numbers have been made 
to the company’s dozen 
different numbers to no 
avail. Each one required no 
less than 30-minutes with 
difficult to understand an-
swerers frequently saying: 
“Wait a moment.” 

Each time the “moment” 
has been minutes but the 
last one promised: “A ser-
viceman will be there in 
five days.” 

While that ought to cre-
ate optimism, it’s the same 
promise given 30 days 
earlier with nobody ever 
showing up.

Whether the home phone 
will ever be repaired is 
questionable, alertness 
must be given to exactly 
where the line is.

Anyway, the yard well 
has served this ranch a half 
century and the farmstead 
much longer. With the ma-
jor nearby construction de-
cision was made to hook up 
with the rural water district. 

Of course that could have 
been done decades earlier 
but seemed too costly then 
although much higher now. 
New line won’t be put into 
use until essential but had 
to fit into the jigsaw puzzle 
yard layout. 

New Year’s Resolution: 
“Quit complaining while 
praying construction will 
someday be finished.”

Reminded of Philippians 
2:4: “Look not only to per-
sonal interests, but also to 
the interests of others.”

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago - 1896
CHRISTMAS 1846-1896 — Cel-

ebrating fifty years 
of marriage, a half 
century, and with 
it so many chang-
es. Mr. and Mrs. T. 
W. Rathbone are 
with us sharing a 
fair share of life, 
health, and com-
fort. Their beautiful 
home at the corner 
of East Third (now 
C Street) and Walnut in Herington 
was a scene of mirth and gayety 
with family and friends on Christ-
mas Day. Mr. and Mrs. Rathbone are 
respectively 72 and 66 years of age. 

Note: Maj. Thomas Worthing-
ton Rathbone was the founder of 
the town of Dwight, KS which was 
named after his son, Dwight Rath-
bone. He was a civil war veteran 
and member of the White Horse 
Cavalry, Co. A, 34th Ohio Infantry.

100 years ago - 1921
SANTA VISITS OVER 700 

KIDS — The Herington Elks Lodge 
gave a Christmas party to all the 

kids of Herington and vicinity under 
12 years of age at the Eagle theatre 
Saturday afternoon. To be exact, 711 
kids enjoyed the frolic. When the 
show began, there was not a vacant 
seat in the house. 

It was a great sight! The young-
sters marched up the east aisle to the 
stage where Santa Claus gave them 
a treat sack containing an orange, 
apple, nuts, and candy. The 700 kids 
were hilariously happy, and the Elks 
were glad they were able to make 
them so.

75 years ago - 1946
ANNEXATION MOVE MADE 

BY COMMISSION — A petition 
has been filed with the county 
clerk to annex certain territory to 
Herington. This would bring into 
bounds of this city all property 
west of Broadway, east of Fifth 
Street, south of Trapp and north of 
Hawley Street not now in the city 
limits. 

An estimated five acres of prop-
erty is affected by the move. This 
action, which has been request-
ed by some residents in the areas 

involved, would bring several ad-
vantages to these properties. City 
fire and police protection would be 
extended to this area and an addi-
tional revenue from the state for 
the maintenance of the highway 
would result. Where the city lim-
it stops at the highway, the state 
assists in the maintenance of only 
one-half of the highway. 

The last annexation move by 
the city occurred in 1944 when 
the ground occupied by the trailer 
camp and flat tops along the high-
way were made part of the city.

50 years ago - 1971
VANDALS DAMAGE SAN-

TA’S HOUSE — Santa’s house in 
Herington was the target of van-
dals early Friday, only a few hours 
after he had made his list appear-
ance here for the 1971 season. 

The house, located south of the 
old Dreamland Theatre was tipped 
to the east and had one corner 
lodged against a parking meter 
when it was discovered by police. 
A group of Jaycees were routed out 
of bed about 2:00 a.m. to put the 
house back on location and clear 
the sidewalk.

   Herington Historical Society & 
Museum, 800 S. Broadway.  Hours: 
1 to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Rev. Connie D.  
Wooldridge 
Chapman United  
Methodist Church

“ G o o d 
morning,” I 
chirped ev-
ery time the 
café door 
o p e n e d . 
It did not 
m a t t e r 
what time 
of day I 
was work-
ing and so 
I became 
known as the “good morning 
girl.” I don’t really remember 
how it started but I purposely 
kept it going because I had 
a theory that the message 
gave every encounter a fresh 
start. That was many years 
ago, and I still feel a little 
fresh start whenever I use the 
greeting. 

The new year brings with 
it a big fresh start. “Good 
Morning! Happy New Year,” 
I’ll sing out On Saturday. I 
wonder if it will feel as fresh 
as I hope.

It did not work so well a 
year ago. In many ways it 
feels as if 2021 was just an 
extension of 2020. It seems 
as if we missed the big 
fresh start that should have 
come on New Year’s Day. 

Somehow, we packed all the 
troubles and fears of 2020 
into a backpack we refused 
to leave behind and carried it 
right into 2021.

Is it any wonder, we are 
exhausted, depressed, and 
afraid?  “Fear not,” repeat-
ed the heavenly beings so 
often in the Christmas sto-
ry. “Fear not,” is a message 
I need or hear and want to 
pass along as time marches 
ever forward. 

Fear not, friends! History 
is replete with stories of bro-
kenness, fear, and depression; 
yet here we are.  God has in-
tersected the lives of people 
generation after generation 
bringing unimaginable fresh 
starts again and again. 

“Behold,” cries the angel, 
“I bring Good news of great 
joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David 
a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

God is in the business of 
making a way where there 
seems to be no way.  Fear not.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Good morning, 
happy New Year

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Resolution for construction completion

Annexation request submitted

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist
 

75 years ago - 1946
Miss Leola Lowe, 

w h o s e 
marriage 
to C.E. 
Childers 
will be a 
h o l i d a y 
e v e n t , 
was hon-
ored at a 
d e s s e r t 
b r i d g e 
at the 
home of Mrs. H.S. Stone, 
Monday afternoon. Mrs. 
O.O. Smith was the assist-
ing hostess.   

Leola and Bud lived 
many years in Chapman 
and were active in the 
community.  If I remember 
right, Bud had a barber 
shop where CAPS is now 
located.  The Horner’s live 
in the home where Bud 
and Leola lived. My family 
bought the Lowe home on 
6th and Logan.  There are 
pictures of it being built 
and Leola as a child at the 
door.

The Eisenhower fami-
ly home at 201 E. Fourth 
St., Abilene where Gen-
eral D. Eisenhower was 
reared, is to be presented 
along with all its con-
tents – as the center of 

$1,000,000 memorial to 
the World War II hero and 
all members of the Unit-
ed States Armed forces.                                                                                        
The plan was completed 
with the center, museum, 
library, Chapel of Medita-
tion and the family home 
and attracts thousands of 
visitors annually.  It has 
recently reopened with 
new exhibits.  I think I 
read where you have to 
purchase tickets online.  

50 years ago -  1971
James N. Hassler, 18, 

Chapman, a freshman in 
electrical engineering at 
Kansas State Universi-
ty, Manhattan, has been 
named a Western Electric 
scholar. He received a 
$550 scholarship.  Mark-
ing the presentation: Lar-
ry Jones, Western Elec-
tric, Lee’s Summit, Mo., 
and Dr. W.W. Koepsel 
professor and head of 
electrical engineering at 
KSU. A 1971 graduate of 
Chapman High School, 
Hassler is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Chester C. Has-
sler, Chapman.

Jim eventually worked 
in Civil Service with the 
Navy.  He is now retired 
and lives in Virginia 
Beach. 

The McLaughlin fami-
ly gathered at the Catho-
lic Parish Center for their 

Christmas dinner. The 
group included Mrs. Ag-
nes McLaughlin, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward McLaugh-
lin and family; Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry McLaughlin 
and family; Mr. and Mrs. 
John Meek and family; 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Schul-
er and family; and Mr. and 
Mrs. John Weyrauch of 
St. Mary’s; Mr. and Mrs. 
James Bauer, Topeka, Mr. 
and Mrs. Allan Walker of 
Manhattan and Mrs. Da-
vid Beach of Salina.

What a gathering this 
would have been!  This 
large, close family would 
have needed a large space 
like the parish center!  
Many McLaughlin cous-
ins – five of them were in 
my class, Judy Hassel-
man, Steve Schuler, Claire 
McLaughlin, Linda Mc-
Laughlin and Tom Meek!

25 years ago -  1996
Rose Bishop and her 

daughters Danielle and 
Melanie, Delta Junction, 
Alaska, are in Kansas for the 
Christmas holidays. Geneva 
Hobb and Kaye Burgett will 
host an open house from 2-9 
p.m., January 3 at the Bur-

gett home north of Chap-
man for anyone who would 
like to visit with Rose and 
the girls.  Rose is Geneva’s 
daughter, Melanie and Dan-
ielle, her granddaughters.  

Rose now lives in Indi-
ana and Kaye lives north of 
Chapman.  Geneva passed 
away in 2020.

The Chapman Economic 
Development Committee is 
spearheading a fund drive 
to restore the sign which 
once stood on the lawn of 
Dickinson County Commu-
nity High School. The sign 
was removed when the old 
school buildings were razed 
and the present school built 
in the early 1960s. The EDC 
estimates that $2,500 will be 
needed to complete the res-
toration and replacement of 
the sign on the south lawn of 
the high school.                                                                                                                               

This sign has been 
through so much!  The EDC 
raised the money and it was 
placed on the south side of 
the school.  It was damaged 
during the tornado and a 
new lighted sign was placed 
near the entrance of the new 
school.  

Quote of the Week: “An 
optimist stays up until mid-
night to see the new year in. 
A pessimist stays up to make 
sure the old year leaves.” ~ 
Bill Vaughn    

janmccormick@rocket-
mail.com

Fund drive organized for new sign

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

Dear Editor

It’s hard to believe that it is almost 2022. This past 
year has gone quickly, and the Community Foundation 
has been extremely busy. As of this writing, the Founda-
tion has received over $4M in donations for 2021 and has 
granted over $1M to various nonprofits and students in 
Dickinson County and other parts of the world. 

Reflecting on new programming started this year due 
to the Community Foundation, one comes right to the 
fore, and that is the Strings Program, which began with 
the Abilene after school program this year.  Dr. James Jor-
dan, a former resident of Abilene, decided to give back 
to the community, which helped raise him. He contacted 
the Foundation, and gears were put into motion. That is 
one example of the Community Foundation convening 
the right people to get the job done and having a donor 
willing to fund the program. 

Over ten new funds were established this year — ev-
erything from scholarships to dog parks to museums. It is 
exciting to see the growth in the Foundation over the past 
few years and to know the assets held at the Foundation 
will be benefiting our county. 

Another successful project for 2021 was Donate Dick-
inson County Day. With the generosity of donors in Dick-
inson County and across the country, the Foundation 
increased the sustainability of area nonprofits by over 
$230K. As part of our mission states, “We are to be a re-
source for nonprofits,” and what better way to be a re-
source than to help them help themselves. We understand 
it is hard to save for the future, but it is so needed, the 
Foundation is grateful we can help. 

We have been involved in every area of charity this 
past year, from helping those in poverty to supporting na-
ture conservancies. We granted to Herington Hearts Core 
Community to teach people to escape the tragic cycle 
of poverty. We funded summer camps in Herington and 
Abilene. We supported Dickinson County Hospice and 
Meals on Wheels. And though we are first and foremost 
help nonprofit agencies in Dickinson County, donors have 
also supported nonprofits outside of Dickinson County 
this past year, such as Rolling Hills Zoo, Camp Tomah 
Shinga, and Red Cloud Indian School. 

That’s the beauty of the Foundation, we connect donors 
to the charitable giving priorities, and sometimes those 
priorities lie outside the boundaries of Dickinson County.

One of the most critical aspects of the Foundation is to 
thank the donors who have made this all possible.  Of-
tentimes, not enough recognition goes to those who have 
made the Foundation into the trusted institution it is today. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say graciously, 
Thank You! Thank you for making Dickinson County the 
best place to live, work, and play. Thank you for caring 
about your neighbors and your community! And Thank 
You for allowing the Community Foundation of Dickin-
son County to be part of your generosity. Because of you, 
the Foundation’s motto remains strong - The Community 
Foundation of Dickinson County…For good. For ever. ® 

Executive Director Elizabeth Weese
Abilene

Foundation director 
reflects on past year

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington

9 a.m. Connection Section 

Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for 

adults  and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with 

communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

Worship Guide

Friday, Dec. 31

Monday, Jan. 3
Salisbury Steak, Mashed 

Potatoes & Gravy, 

Glazed Carrots, Blush-

ing Pears, Wheat Bread

Tuesday, Jan. 4
Tater-Tot Casserole. 

Green Beans, Mandarin 

Oranges,      Wheat Roll

Wednesday, Jan. 5
Cheesy Ham & Potato 

Soup w/ Crackers, Pick-

led Beets,          Grapes, 

Wheat Bread

Thursday, Jan. 6
Beef & Pepper Bake, 

Peas & Carrots, Pineap-

ple-Orange Bliss, Wheat 

Roll

Senior Center Menus

Friday, Dec. 31

Monday, Jan. 3
BBQ Meatballs, Pota-

to Wedges, Sweet Peas, 

Wheat Roll, Fruit

Tuesday, Jan. 4
Chicken Tenders, 

Cheesy Garlic Potatoes, 

Beets, Hot Roll, Fruit 

Dessert

Wednesday, Jan. 5
Pork Roast, Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy, 

Cooked Carrots, Wheat 

Roll, Strawberry Short-

cake

Thursday, Jan. 6
Tilapia or Chicken 

Fry, Roasted Potatoes, 

Mixed Vegetables, Rot 

roll, fruit

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

www.islandsquirrel.com

Arts and Travel
L

Closed for New Year!

Center Closed,
Happy New Year!

Mike McRae               

Jackie Mills                     

Mitch Morgan                         

Chris Myers                            

Christine Nelson                          

Lilia Orozco                                 

Mary Pennock                             

Jason Pettit                                 

Angie Schwerdtfeger                  

Tyler Shank                                 

Justin Smith                         

Matt Smith                             

Dustin Spittles             

Shana Stepanek                            

Tammy Stevenson              

Doug Teetzen             

                     

Mindy Andres                          

Paige Baize                                 

Jeremy Ballard                   

Scott Bankes                                     

Lesley Bedner                          

Renee Berner                                        

Phyllis Bettles                             

Lorell Biehler                     

Darcie Birk                           

Cary Bryant                           

Amy Cott                                  

Leslie Cunningham                   

Craig Dekat                          

Brandon Friesen                                

LuAnn Fuller                              

Brandee Gentz                             

                              

                  

Ronnie Graham                                                                  

Linda Henry                                

Mark Hickey                          

Ronnie Graham                                                                  

Linda Henry                                

Mark Hickey                          

Kenley Hickman                       

Mike Houston                       

Janon Johnson                          

Dale Jones                                                  

Jerry Koch                        

Monte Kohman                     

Justin Litke                               

Nancy Mark                             

Mike Markley                           

Shari Matthews                      

Chris McClatchey                                                                  

                

Our offices will be closed                                                                           

December 23rd & 24th                                                                             

and December 31st & January 1st   tctelco.net 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

COUNTY Continued from P. 3

Courthouse remodel
Homman said he’s be-

ginning to see a “light at 
the end of the tunnel” with 
the remodel project at the 
courthouse. 

In recent weeks, all win-
dows have been installed, 
except for one in the former 
garage area where 911 Dis-
patch is temporarily located. 
The window broke during 
the installation process. 

A second generator was 
set last week and should 
be ready once power is 
turned back on. Case fin-
ish workers are working in 
the main courtroom; walls 
are being painted in the 
small courtroom and door 
frames are being installed 
in the second floor and 
basement. 

The courthouse hope-
fully will be completed by 
mid-February, although it is 
not yet known when the old 
elevator will be refurbished. 

“I think they know we’re 
pretty serious about having 
that one done,” Homman 
said.

Aiding Saline County
During the Dec. 15 historic 

wind storm, 911 Dispatch was 
“extremely busy” between 4 
and 8 p.m., not only due to 
locals calls, but also because 
dispatchers were handling 
calls for Saline County af-
ter its 911 center lost power 
when a tree fell over and took 
out the data lines, Homman 
said.

“Kudos to them (dispatch-
ers),” Homman said. “They 
did a good job and stayed on 
top of everything. Those are 
the kind of shifts that are chal-
lenging at the time and they 
thrive, but afterwards they’re 
emotionally drained.”

Dickinson County dis-
patch handled 549 calls 
Dec. 15, averaging about 
three calls per minute, in-
cluding a short period of 
time when Dickinson Coun-
ty was in a tornado warn-
ing for the Chapman area. 
Also, dispatch was taking a 
number of calls at the same 
time from people who were 
smelling smoke. While 
there were some fires due 

to arcing power lines, many 
of the calls were due to the 
smoke originating from the 
four-county fire in Russell, 
Osborne, Rooks and Ellis 
counties.

Dickinson and Saline 
counties have an agreement 
where each county will take 
over dispatching duties for 

the other if one’s service goes 
down.

Homman said dispatching 
for Saline County means dis-
patchers must also call Saline 
County response agencies to 
relay the information to them 
— a situation that “quadru-
ples” the call load.

These agreements between 

counties are important so resi-
dents get an answer whenever 
they dial 911, he said.

Other
• Ebert Construc-

tion will place rip rap along 
the Chapman Creek stream 
bank at 2650 Avenue where 
it has eroded. Replacing the 
rip rap is necessary to secure 
the bank and save a nearby 
bridge. Commissioners ap-
proved the $33,168 project 
using county rock supplies. 
When rip rap was installed 
on the opposite side of the 
bridge several years ago 
it cost the county about 
$80,000, Commissioner 
Craig Chamberlin said.

• The commission ap-
proved paying a $13,000 to 
Marion County as part of the 
shared cost of a 2019 bridge 
construction project on the 
Dickinson/Marion county 
border to cover engineering 
costs and other services still 
needing to be split, Hom-
man said.

• Commissioner Ron 
Roller, who represents the 
county on the North Cen-

tral Kansas Regional Juve-
nile Detention Facility in 
Junction City, told fellow 
commissioners that the rate 
Dickinson County pays to 
send juveniles to the facili-
ty may change due to a new 
financial system being used.

• People who watch 
county commission meet-
ings online will use a new 
link beginning in January. 
Subscribers have already 
been notified about the GoT-
oWebinar link change.

• Commiss ioners 
thanked Dickinson Coun-
ty Economic Development 
Corporation Director Chuck 
Scott for his work bringing 
new business and other op-
portunities to the county. 
Scott updated the commis-
sion on projects underway 
including a new master plan 
for Herington Lake, a new 
restaurant in Herington, on-
going work to develop the 
Highlands subdivision west 
of Abilene, a rural housing 
incentive opportunity and 
plans for an electric charging 
station off Interstate 70 in 
Abilene. 

By Kevin Suther
Chapman Su-
perintendent

As we are in the 
holiday season, it 
always reminds 
us of what to be 
thankful for.  

When I reflect 
upon that thought 
when it comes to 
school, some be-
h ind- the-scenes 
individuals come 
to mind.  At USD 
473, our transpor-
tation department 
is a vital part of 
getting students to school 
and home on time but 
more importantly safely.  

We run all our own 
fleet of buses and ve-
hicles without using a 
company to maintain or 
schedule.  The Chapman 
School District has over 
550 square miles of land 
to cover when picking 
up students from the far 
northeast area by Junction 
City to the far southwest 
area of Elmo.  

Our transportation di-
rector has been coordinat-
ing this for over 35 years 
and has some of the best 
mechanics.  

I observed their abili-
ty to rebuild parts of en-
gines, create new brack-
ets from scratch to hold 
it in place and limit the 
downtime so our students 
can have the Bookmobile 
running.  

This is vital for our stu-
dents in outlining elemen-
tary schools to have the 
access needed for books 
to read.  We are in the 
process right now with 
our Pre-K thru 5th grade 
teachers to research and 
adopt a new literacy cur-
riculum.  

It opens doors because 
of that access to informa-
tion.  Who would have 
guessed that this can be-
gin in the transportation 
department with our me-
chanic to help create that 
access every day?  

This past week also 
reminded us that our bus 
drivers are professionals 
who we entrust for 
our young ones when 
it sometimes is the 
worse of conditions.  I 
made the comment as a 
superintendent that it was 
nice not to have any snow 
in December to decide 
about calling school off.  

I know for some and 
myself that having a white 

Christmas is fun to enjoy.  
Well, I was wrong about 
the weather and decisions 
when an unexpected se-
vere windstorm and torna-
do warning came through 
in December.  

As decisions are made 
quickly for the safety of 
students like delaying 
routes and sheltering in 
place are not easy, our 
bus drivers take their time 
along with patience to 
provide one of the most 
important services in the 
school.  

Reflecting upon the 
storm a little further, I am 
thankful for the graduates 
of the Chapman School 
District.  During the night 
of the storm and immedi-
ately the next morning as 
the sun barely came up 
our local HVAC, electri-
cal and city/county work-
ers were hard at work tak-
ing care of any needs.  

I know we had gradu-
ates who were up on roofs 
disconnecting gas lines, 
repairing exhaust fans to 
our heating unit, and mak-
ing sure the power was 
taken care of as quickly 
as possible.  I hope this 
also shows our future 
graduates that leaving the 
area to expand upon your 
education or opportuni-
ties is great but coming 
back to your hometown 
to contribute is also very 
important.  

Small towns survive 
and thrive by the con-
tributions they put back 
into their community.  I 
hope all our parents and 
students have had a won-
derful holiday season and 
remember to say Thank 
You to our school front-
line workers that are the 
first to see and help stu-
dents like bus drivers, 
custodians, secretaries, 
and many more so educa-
tion can take place in the 
classroom. 

School SpotlightSchool Spotlight

Transportation team 
— vital part of district
Behind-the-scene employees, 

alumni are appreciated

www.tctelco.net
www.smchapmanparish.org
www.fbcherington.org
www.islandsquirrel.com
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Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Courtesy photo
The Solomon Presbyterian woman’s group recently dropped off several 
small Christmas trees to help deliver cheer to patients who were staying at 
Memorial Hospital in Abilene through the holiday season. The women real-
ize the holidays are a difficult time to be away from family. This is the fourth 
year the woman’s group did this project. The women of Solomon Presbyte-
rian meet regularly, and occasionally work on projects to give back to the 
community.  Pictured from left is McKenzie Funston, Volunteer Services 
Director of Memorial Health System, Rosalie Cornelius, Vivian Vaughan, 
and Rose Carlson; all members of the Solomon Presbyterian group.

Courtesy photo
Hank Royer presents a check for $15,000 to the Food 4 Kids Fund held at the Communi-
ty Foundation of Dickinson County on behalf of The Jeffcoat Memorial Foundation, which 
has given $128,000 to this fund over the last 13 years. The local Food 4 Kids program 
allows participating schools to receive food and backpacks from the Kansas Food Bank 
at no cost. The Dickinson County Food 4 Kids Fund helps offset the cost for Dickin-
son County programming and was started as part of Leadership Dickinson County’s 
2008 class project. Pictured are Royer; Julie Beswick, coordinator for Food 4 Kids. and 
Elizabeth Weese, executive director of the Community Foundation of Dickinson County. 
Anyone may contribute to the Food 4 Kids Fund by donating online at www.community-
foundation.us or by check to the Community Foundation of Dickinson County, PO Box 
735, Abilene, KS 67410, designate Food 4 Kids in the memo.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, December 30, 2021)

Sealed bids for the construction of Sidewalk Ramp Replacements, locat-

ed at the intersection of N Marshal Street and 5th St., will be received 

by the City of Chapman at 446 N Marshal Street, Chapman, KS 67431, 

until 2:00 PM local time on February 1, 2022; At which time the bids 

received will be publicly opened and read.  

The project consists of demolition and construction of exiting pedestrian 

ramps, sidewalk, and curb. 

• Major components of construction include 

• Sidewalk removal and replacement (approx. 102 SY)

• Curb and gutter replacement (approx. 114 LF)

• Brick street paving (approx. 12 sy)

A pre-bid conference will not be held.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instruction to 

Bidders.  The check(s) or bond(s) shall be made payable to the City of 

Chapman, as security that the bidder(s) to whom the award(s) are made 

will enter into contract to build the improvements bid upon and furnish 

the required bonds and insurance.  

The envelopes containing bids shall be marked as follows:

City of Chapman

Attn: Mark Campbell

Proposal For: Chapman Mill & Overlay – N Marshal Street,

 W 6th Street to W 9th Street

       Bids Received: Feb 1, 2021      2:00 PM local time

446 N Marshal Street

PO Box 321

Chapman, KS 67431

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:  Olsson, 302 S 4th St., 
Ste. 110, Manhattan, KS 6602.  Questions should be directed to Ryan 

Yenni (Olsson, Project Engineer) at 785-539-6900.

Plans and specifications can be electronically, in pdf format, obtained 
beginning January 4th by emailing ryenni@olsson.com. 

Each successful bidder shall supply a Performance Bond and a Payment 

Bond executed by a corporate surety licensed in the State of Kansas in an 

amount equal to 100 percent of the contract price as part of his contract. 

The City of Chapman reserves the right to accept any bid which it deems 

most advantageous to the City, and to reject any or all bids submitted and 

to hold as many bids as it desires for consideration for a period of sixty 

(60) days after the bids are open. 

Fun By The Fun By The 
NumbersNumbers

 

Sudoku puzzles are 
formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order 
in which the numbers 
will appear by using the 
numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

Women bring cheer 
to Memorial Hospital

Foundation donates to 
Food 4 Kids program

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information coordinator

Dickinson County Ap-
praiser Lisa Berg is asking 
the public to contact her 
office and report any struc-
tures that were damaged or 
destroyed by the Dec. 15 
windstorm.

“Real estate valuations 
are based upon how prop-
erties are listed as of Jan-

uary 1 each year,” Berg 
said.

In upcoming weeks, the 
county appraiser’s office 
will be reviewing proper-
ties affected by the wind-
storm. Berg said a few tax-
payers have contacted her 
office to report damage, 
but there are many who 
have not.

People are asked to 
report any damage by 
either visiting the ap-

praiser’s office, calling 
or emailing.

The office temporarily is 
located in the Abilene Civ-
ic Center, 201 NW Second 
St. while the courthouse 
is being remodeled. Calls 
can be placed by dialing 
785-263-4418 and emails 
can be sent to lberg@dk-
coks.gov

“We appreciate each of 
you and would like to as-
sist if possible,” Berg said.

Taxpayers urged to 
report storm damage

martinbeckercarlson.com

Proudly serving
Dickinson County

Martin-

Becker-Carlson

Danner

Londeen-Overlease

Funeral Homes

Public Notice

(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, December 30, 2021)

ORDINANCE NO. 1848

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 

can depend on
You can count on Heil® heating 

systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Classified
Animals/Livestock

Use Xylecide® anti-fun-

gal shampoo to treat ring-

worm on dogs & horses. 

Eliminates shedding & dog-

gy odor. At Orscheln Farm 

& Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

For Sale

Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 

for only $300/ week. Find 

employees, sell your home 

or your car. Call the Kansas 

Press Association @ 785-

271-5304 today! 

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Convoy Systems is hir-

ing Class A drivers to run 

from Kansas City to the 
west coast. Home Weekly! 

Great Benefits! www.con-

voysystems.com Call Tina 

ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 

1-800-926-6869.

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 

MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Ameri-

ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 

Movers. Let us take the 

stress out of moving!  Speak 

to a Relocation Specialist, 

call 888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 

& Shades. FREE in-home 

estimates make it conve-

nient to shop from home. 

Professional installation.  

Top quality - Made in the 

USA.  Call for free consul-

tation:  844-740-0117.  Ask 

about our specials!
Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts avail-

able.  Call: 844-980-0025 

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Day shift nurse

FT Day shift C.N.A.

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY

SERVICES

HVAC

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

SEASONAL

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

VETERINARY

 Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or 

not!  All conditions accepted.  

Free pickup.  Call for details. 

844-268-9386

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS!  

Save your money on your 

Medicare supplement plan. 

FREE QUOTES from top 

providers. Excellent cover-

age. Call for a no obligation 
quote to see how much you 

can save! 855-587-1299

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 

with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 

channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 

updates!  We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial 

Aid Available for those who 
qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

Thanks to our dear friends and neighbors

here for being so good to us in 2021.

We look forward to sharing another year with all of you.

Dale, Gail, Savannah, Lauren, Anna

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER and 60+ 

years old? Call now! You 

and your family may be en-

titled to a SIGNIFICANT 

CASH AWARD. Call 866-

327-2721 today. Free Con-

sultation. No Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS 

WANTED! Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-

thor submission kit!  Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 

855-939-2090

R
un
nin

gWolf LLC

Opening on January 4th

www.salemhomeks.org
www.kshousingcorp.org/emergency-rental-assistance
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.stevecrichton.com
www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.kvkinc.biz
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YEAR IN REVIEW Continued from P. 1

JuneMay
High school seniors from six Dick-

inson County school districts 
graduated, bringing an end to their 
high school years.

The first baby born at 
Herington Hospital 

in 17 years came into the 
world May 7, when Luis 
and Alexus Perez welcomed 
their daughter Saphira Rose 
Danielle Perez.

A lawsuit was filed in the 
Eighth Judicial District 

Court by a Herington resident 
in an attempt to halt the transition 
of the hospital from municipal to 
not-for-profit.

Chapman High School students 
Jasmine Everitt and Kati 

Walding took second place 
in the Kansas ProStart 
Management Team culinary 
competition.

Mena Mann, a student 
at Chapman High 

School, learned her piece 
of art won a statewide 
competition and will hang in the Capitol 
Building in Washington, D.C.

Herington High School senior Car-
rie Roe broke the Wheat State 

League record in discus with a throw of 
122 feet and six inches.

The Chapman Historical Society 
unveiled new signs and the 

renovations of a site where ruts from the 
wagons of early settlers are seen. The 
signs were designed by Chapman artist 
Tana Churan-Davis and tell the story of 
the trail swales.

Feathers and Such hosted its 
first swap meet in Herington. 

Throughout the summer months 
Feathers and Such invited people 
to buy, sell and trade anything from 
chickens and llamas to home goods and 
farm equipment.

Chapman High School 
students presented quilts they 

made to the Londeen Family, in 
honor of Jon Londeen who had 
been an active supporter of the 
school before his death in October 
2020; and to Adrian Williams, who 
was a fifth grader at Blue Ridge 
Elementary School at the time. 
The quilt was to let him know that 
he was supported during his fight 
against cancer.

Herington Police Officer Chad 
Langley was promoted to the 

detective. Langley had been with the 
department since February.

The Dickinson County Garden 
Guild resumed it’s seasonal 

Garden of the Month award, with 
the first one going to Steve Knox of 
Chapman.

The Liggett house at the corner of 
Vine and D streets in Herington 

became that city’s third structure on the 
Kansas Sate Historic Registry.

DCNT file photo
The first Dickinson County CEO program 
ended with the student participants hosting a 
trade show. The program walks high school 
juniors and seniors through the process of 
starting their own company.

The Dickinson County Historical 
Society named Austin Anders,  

as its new director. Anders, grew 
up south of Chapman, he holds a 
degree in business management and 
automotive restoration and has held 
several leadership positions at the 
Dickinson County Historical Society.

Soldiers with Fort Riley’s Soldier 
Recovery Unit showed up to 

help Chapman building benches for 
the park and clean up around the 
ballfields. 

A Chapman youth, in need of 
a kidney transplant, found 

a donor — his school nurse. Tara 
Tiernan learned she was a match for 
Jaxon Armendariz and agreed to give 
him one of her kidneys.

With hands-on activities 
children learned how early 

settlers lived and worked during 
the Dickinson County Historical 
Society’s Pioneer Camp.

Bennington State Bank had a grand 
opening to celebrate its new 

branch at 418 NW Third St., Abilene. 
This marked the bank’s eighth location.

Legion membership surpasses 
expectations at Hope. Post 

365 achieved 186% membership. 
Percentages are determined by 
the demographics and number 
of potential members. Hope 
Legion broke state records with its 
membership. 

The Community Foundation of 
Dickinson County received its 

largest gift in the agency’s history — 
an estate gift worth $2.5 million from 
the late Tracy W. Gatch.

Home Health and Hospice of 
Dickinson County received a 

grant of more than $26,000  to help 
fund expanded telehealth services in 
the county.

The police chief and assistant 
police chief of Herington were 

placed on paid administrative leave 
pending investigation results. City 
Manager Branden Dross initiated 
an internal investigation concerning 
Chief John Matula. He then learned 
of a Kansas Bureau of Investigations 
investigation involving Matula and 
Assistant Chief Curtis Tyra.

July

August

K-9 officer McCready  with the 
Dickinson County Sheriff’s 

Department  received a new ballistic vest 
to give him the same protection that his 
human counterparts in the department 
have.

A defective firework shot out of control 
and into an open garage igniting 

a fire on the Fourth of July in Chapman. 
Damage was minimal and quickly brought 
under control

Dickinson County Commissioners 
approved upping the salary for jail 

officers in an attempt to attract people to 
the open positions.

4-H’ers from Dickinson, Morris, 
and Marion counties gathered at 

the fairgrounds in Herington for the Tri-
County Free Fair. In addition to indoor 
exhibits, 4-H’ers brought all forms of 
livestock to show and have judged. 

Herington Hospital’s transition from a 
municipal facility to a not-for profit 

was complete on July 1.

Chapman Valley Manor leadership 
changes hands. After nearly three 

years at the helm, Joseph Cassidy turned the 
position over to Bonny Hicks.

Florist Phyllis Cheney announced 
the expansion of the flower shop to 

include a seasonal shop, which included 
shaved ice during the summer months

Members of the Dickinson 
County Economic Development 

Corporation kicked off its Driving 
Dickinson County capital campaign with a 
goal of bringing in 350 new jobs and $50 
million in investments.

Volunteers in Herington worked to 
spruce up the train mural on the side 

of the new General Dollar/Dollar Tree store, 
which opened in July.

Five people, including 
Herington’s American 

Legion Commander Gerald 
Dittman, were killed in a 
traffic accident in Missouri.

The $11.2 million new 
jail facility opened. A 

few days prior to moving 
inmates in, the sheriff’s 
department hosted tours 
for the public.  

Chapman’s 15U 
baseball team came out 

on top at the Babe Ruth State 
Tournament winning all five 
games of the tournament.

High winds and up to an 
inch of rain whipped 

through Dickinson County 
on Aug. 20. Reports from 
around the county show 
Abilene to have received 
the brunt of the storm with 
downed trees and power 
outages.

DCNT file photo
The Central Kansas Free Fair brought 
thousands of participants and spectators 
to Abilene for the multi-day event. The 
fair featured 4-H and open class exhibits, 
livestock shows, tractor pull, a parade, 
demolition derby and the 75th annual 
Wild Bill Hickok Rodeo.

September
Becca Eggleston took over the top spot at 

the Tri-County Chamber of Commerce. 
She said her first course of action was to go 
out and start getting to know people. 

After a year of cancellations, area 
communities hosted Labor Day 

activities with parades, car shows and 
activities for families and children.

The month following the return of 
students into the classroom saw school 

districts grappling with mask mandates and 
other COVID-19 protocols.

Misdemeanor charges for trespassing 
and damage to property were filed 

in the 8th Judicial District Court against 
Herington Police Chief John Matula who  
resigned his position. One misdemeanor count 
of trespassing was filed against Assistant 
Chief Curtis Tyra who was moved from paid 
administrative leave to unpaid.

Chapman Schools Superintendent Jerry 
Hodson was placed on administrative 

leave. No information was released as to what 
prompted the move by the board of education.

A second lawsuit filed by a Herington 
resident against the hospital was 

dismissed. Earlier in the year the resident 
filed a suit to try and force the closure of the 
hospital’s clinic in Hillsboro. After that suit 

was dismissed, he filed a new suit to try to stop 
the transition of the hospital from a municipal 
facility to a not-for profit.

October
Herington Schools introduced students 

in grades four through 12 to a new 
archery program. The middle school’s new 
science teacher, Andy Fewin, started the 
program after having led a similar one in 
Chapman. 

Chapman music teacher Angeline 
McGuffin was awarded the North 

Central Kansas Music Educators High 
School Music Teacher of 2021-2022. 
McGuffin has a passion for music and has 
taught for 20 years and sang professionally.

Herington Police Detective Chad 
Langley was promoted to Chief of 

Police. The chief position was vacated with 
the resignation of John Matula who is facing 
a misdemeanor charges of trespassing and 
damage to property. Langley has been with 
the Herington department since February 
and had 12 years of law enforcement 
experience.

Herington Hospital sent mailings 
to people in Dickinson and Geary 

counties announcing their plans to open a 
new clinic in Junction City. While medical 
personnel in Junction City lauded the 
opening of the opening of the clinic, Isabel 
Schmedemann, would only respond with 
“no comment” when queried by media 
about the project.

A new music studio in Abilene makes 
use of therapy dogs to help children 

relax. Owner Emily Quiles said hers is 

the first music studios in the nation  to 
employee therapy dogs. She has used them 
at her Manhattan studio with success.

Nursing homes across the county 
reported on how they are trying 

to balance safety, morale, and staffing 
needs despite the new Delta variant of 
COVID-19. With seniors comprising the 
highest number of deaths from the virus, 
care centers are on the forefront of the fight 
to keep COVID-19 at bay.

The City of Herington has updated its 
fowl ordinance to ban roosters from 

city limits. The issue has come up several 
times over the past decade but nothing was 
ever decided on until now. Residents can no 
longer have roosters and are limited to 12 
chickens.  

Chapman School Superintendent 
Jerry Hodson resigned after having 

been placed on administrative leave 
in September. High School Principal 
Kevin Suther was put in as interim 
superintendent. He was later offered, and 
accepted the position on a permanent 
basis. Suther has been with the district 
for 21 years.

Dickinson County Democrats selected 
a new slate of officers to lead the 

organization. Replacing Jo Schwartz as 
Chair is Rebecca Perkins, a fifth-generation 
Dickinson County resident who had served 
in the position from 1978 to 1980.

November
Voters chose a slate of new city 

commissioners and school board 
members. Results of the Herington City 
Commission ended up a dead heat after the 
canvassing of the ballots. Both candidates 
declined a recount and a coin toss awarded 
the position to Eric Gares.

Abilene was awarded $1 million in 
Cost Share funds administered by 

the Kansas Department of Transportation 

to improve 14th Street from Buckeye to 
Vine Street. 

After 22 years as city superintendent 
in Enterprise, the town his great-

great-grandfather originally settled in, Paul 
Froelich called it done and retired.

The longtime flower shop in Herington 
changed ownership as Rachel Barnes 

took over Flowers by Vikki and renamed 
the store Wildflowers.

December
County Clerk Barb Jones resigned 

her position. Jeanne Livingston 
was selected by the Republican Party 
as Jones’ replacement and was sworn 
in on Dec. 1 to assume the position of 
County Clerk.

Dickinson County Health 
Department revised its 

COVID-19 school guidelines to permit 
students to attend school, if a close 
family member has the virus.

A tabletop exercise brought 
several entities together to go 

over protocols should a tornado touch 
down in Abilene.

Sales tax collections for Dickinson 
County were up over the previous 

year by $144,480.98.

Towns across the county decked 
the halls for the holiday season. 

Tree lighting ceremonies, decorating 
contests and food drives were hosted 
by several organizations in the spirit of 
Christmas.

Rick Anderson | Courtesy photo
Power poles snapped like twigs during a 
wind storm that saw gusts up to 100 miles 
per hour in some parts of the state.

DCNT file photo
Hundreds of people lined up along the 
railroad tracks through Dickinson County 
to catch a glimpse of Big Boy 4014, a 
1941 steam engine. The train stopped 
for a short time in Abilene where young 
and old alike swarmed the tracks to get 
a better look at the historic train.
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NEWS

High winds sweep fire across Western Kansas
Ranchers from across state haul in donated hay, feed, supplies — more needed

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

With electricity restored, 
and debris and trees cleaned 
up, the Dec. 15 windstorm 
that wreaked havoc on the 
state fades into a distant 
memory for most Kansans. 
But about 100 miles to the 
west of Dickinson County the 
devastation from the storm 
will linger for months, if not 
years, to come.

Winds gusting up to 100 
miles per hour grabbed hold 
of flames from a wildfire and 
scorched miles of land, reduc-
ing homes, buildings, farm 
equipment, and stored hay to 
piles of ash while wiping out 
herds of cattle.

“We’ve been out on big 
fires — 50, 60 mile an hour 
winds but never, never 100 
miles an hour,” said Dustin 
Finkenbinder, Waldo fire 
chief. “As you’re out there, 
power poles are snapping 
off and if the buildings aren’t 
burning up, they’re being 
blown down.”

Finkenbinder said all of 
his department’s trucks were 
deployed and the volunteer 
firefighters were on the radio 
reporting what they were see-
ing and where.

“When I heard that it 
jumped what we call the 
Fairport Blacktop — there 
was just nothing but grass 
out ahead of that, so a lot of 
us went back to Paradise and 
started to evacuate people,” 
he said.

As the fire raged out of 
control, firefighters tried to 
find water where they could 
to fill the trucks. “

“Some of them asked me 
‘where do we go,’” he said. “I 
told them, ‘Just be safe. I’m 
not going to tell you, I can’t 
tell you, where to go because 

I don’t know — we can’t stop 
it. So, just be safe is all you 
can do.’”

When the winds died 
down, and the dust and smoke 
cleared, residents of Rook, 
Russell, Ellis, and Osborne 
counties began to survey the 
damage. The Kansas Forestry 
Service estimates 163,000 of 
acres burned.

“We know there’s over 
1,000 head (of cattle) lost,” 
said Jacque Harmon, of Pla-
inville, who is one of several 
volunteers organizing relief 
efforts. “With the cattle that 
are severely burned, they are 
continuing to assess those cat-
tle daily to determine whether 
they need to be put down due 
to their injuries from the wild-
fire. So that number is still 
growing.”

Additionally, 11 homes, and 
the headquarters and buildings 
containing equipment for ranch 
operations were destroyed.

“It’s kind of eerie out there 
right now,” she said. “The fire 
was so hot, so fast — some-
times out here in western 
Kansas it kind of skips across 
the top. This one didn’t, it got 
down in the bottoms where 
the cattle were trying to hide. 
There’s nothing — just ash-
es, drifts of ashes, which we 
feel like right now you know, 
it should be snow drifts but 
there’s ash and soot just piled 
up along where the wind 
blew it up against things. It 
pulls at your heartstrings, 
even the wildlife that lives 
out on our prairie here — 
it’s just really devastating, 
there’s no other word other 
than devastation.”

But out of that devastation 
comes hope and relief in the 
form of truck, after truck, 
after truck pulling into the 
scorched counties bringing 
supplies, hay, and feed.

“It’s humbling to know that 
God is good and God will 
provide and prevail as he says 
he does,” Harmon said. “He 
sends it in the form of these 
amazing people who are will-
ing to donate their time, their 
money, their hay, or feed, 
any and everything that they 
worked hard for just to help 
some unknown person that 
was affected.”

Finkenbinder also found 
the charitable spirit over-
whelming.

“I live here along 18 high-
way and Waldo and semi 
loads of hay just keep coming 
by and coming by,” he said.

One of the trucks was 
driven by Stuart Andres of 
Lincolnville.

Andres works for Carlson 
Farms in Lincolnville, which 
donated a semi load of hay. 
He donated the use of his 
truck and his time, Agri Trails 
chipped in the fuel, and his 

friend Emilee Morgan donat-
ed bags of clothing.

“I heard that the fire was 
somewhere (around) 10 miles 
by 35 miles wide,” Andres 
said.

Then he learned one of 
his high school friends were 
among those who lost their 
homes.

“I just starting to load up be-
cause I’ve been through fires 
before and felt really helpless 
and people stepped up and 
helped me,” he said. “I’ve 
been through three fires in my 
life and all three times people 
have stepped up and helped.”

On his first trip, he took the 
semi to the Russell Sale Barn 
but was directed to the Lucas 
and Paradise area. The drive 
took him across the scorched 
landscape. As a farmer with a 
small cattle operation of his 
own, he said he was glad he 
could be one of the many who 
have pitched in to help fellow 
ranchers. 

Harmon said the donations 
are lifesaving but ranchers 
will have a continuing need 
for hay, livestock feed, and 
fencing for months. 

“It’s hard because we got 
hit in December and the farm-
ers and ranchers here, we’ve 
got to get them to May,” she 
said. “It’s not going to end in 
the immediate future. It’s go-
ing to be an ongoing process 
to get these guys to May — 
until we get some grass and 
when we get some moisture, 
through calving season. It’s 
going to be a long-term need.”

Normally, during this time 
of year ranchers turn their 
cattle out to graze on corn, 
wheat, milo or soybean stalks 
while the grass is dormant. 
Once winter sets in and snow 
covers the fields they pull out 
the bales of hay they started 
storing in the spring.

“That’s our winter supply 
of feed to get to these cows,” 
Harmon said. “When there’s 
snow on the ground and they 
can’t get to the grass, we un-
roll bale after bale after bale 
to feed these cattle. A lot of 
(the ranchers) had a signifi-

cant amount of hay loss. Plus 
the ground burnt so, there 
is no grazing grounds that 
we would be opening up in 
March when it starts to be-
come warmer and the grass 
season starts growing — 
there’s nothing really left to 
grow at this point.”

While there was an ini-
tial outpouring of support, 
she and Finkenbinder wor-
ry about what will happen 
when the devastation fades 
from memory outside of their 
county borders.

About the time the fire starts 
to slip from people’s minds is 
when the work will begin. In 
addition to hay, feed and fenc-
ing supplies, ranchers will 
need help with manual labor.

“I can’t even begin to tell 
you how many miles of fence 
— there’s hundreds of miles 
of fence that are gonna have 
to be rebuilt,” Finkenbinder 
said. “Before you can rebuild, 
it has to be torn out. The 
fence is going to be the real 
hard back-breaking labor that 
some of these guys just don’t 
have the manpower to do it.”

The initial turnout has been 
wonderful he said, but he 
knows they have a long haul 
ahead of them.

“Right now there’s so 
much that people have gotten 
done,” he said. “We got a lot 
of stuff done. But I hear the 
issue come up a lot — about a 
month from now, who’s gon-
na help build fences or tear 
down?”

Courtesy photos
LEFT: A lone cow stands in a burned out pasture in Western Kansas where a 
wildfire scorched grazing land and destroyed hay. TOP RIGHT: A semi owned by 
Stuart Andres of Lincolnville, sits loaded with hay donated by Agri Trails. Andres 
is one of many ranchers to bring much-needed hay to Western Kansas. BOT-
TOM RIGHT: The landscape of four counties has been left charred after the Dec. 
15 wildfire, which swept across the plains spurred by 100 mile an hour gusts.

To help
There are several ways people can help.
Anyone who would like to volunteer labor, can call 

Waldo Fire Chief Dustin Finkenbinder at (785)735-
4269 who can help get them in touch with ranchers 
who need help.

The Kansas Department of Agriculture has put to-
gether a page of links of Kansas Recovery Resources, 

https://agriculture.ks.gov/news-events/kan-
sas-wildfire-recovery-resources-december-2021

Monetary donations can be sent through The Kan-
sas Livestock Association at  https://www.kla.org/af-
filiates/kansas-livestock-foundation/donations

Jacque Harmon organized an online auction at the 
Kansas Wildfire Relief Facebook page to help raise 
funds. Although the first one closed, it was success-
ful enough, with more than 140 items donated and 
$65,000 raised, she said she will likely organize 
another one. To stay up to date on her efforts go to 
https://www.facebook.com/kansaswildfirerelief

“We will post information there on the upcoming 
and things happening,” she said.

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. Get 
help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-785-922-9098
Dental50Plus.com/dcnt

https://www.facebook.com/kansaswildfirerelief
www.dental50plus.com/dcnt
www.tricountyfairks.com
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Dickinson County News-Times is excited to offer you the 
opportunity to show off your bundle of joy!

On Thursday, January 20, 2022, we will publish our annual 
page featuring 2021 babies born in Dickinson county.

We are honored to provide you with this valuable keepsake 
that can be shared with family & friends for years to come!

Baby’s Information:

Baby’s Name: __________________________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________________________, 2021

Parents: ______________________________________________

Siblings: ______________________________________________

Grandparents: _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Great Grandparents: ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Your Contact Information:

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Phone #: ______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

$14 PER BABY DISPLAY

Please send completed form, photo, and payment to DCNT via:
Mail or Drop-off: 6 South Broadway, Herington, KS 67449

Email: dcnewstimes@outlook.com
If you mail a photo and need it returned, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Baby entries are due by 3:00 p.m. 
on January 10, 2022

BABIESBABIESooff  22002211

OPENING
GRAND

JANUARY 8th(785) 258-6918
201 W. TRAPp
Herington, KS

COME CHECK US OUT!

WE PROVIDE A WIDE VARIETY OF SERVICES, INCLUDING: 
FIREARMS, SCOPE MOUNTING, HYDRO-DIPPING, & GUNSMITHING.

 

WE  ALSO  PROVIDE  A  VARIETY  OF
CUSTOM-MADE  ITEMS, SUCH AS:

MUGS, MOUSE PADS, COFFEE CUPS, T-SHIRTS,

PICTURES, WREATHS, & MUCH MORE!

COMPUTER SERVICES AND PARTS AVAILABLE AS WELL.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!| 9 am - 5 pm
11 am - 2 pm: Lunch WILL BE catered by a taste of home

Please accept our 
thanks and best 

wishes for a very 
happy year to come.

-Cenex Ampride & Crew

Cenex Ampride
TOP TIER FUEL

New Year’s Eve: 5 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Kitchen closes at 7 p.m.

New Year’s Day: 5 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Kitchen closes at 4 p.m.

301 W. Walnut - Herington   •   (785) 258-3202

REMEMBER 
TO GIVE A HUGE 
SHOUTOUT TO
ALL OF OUR 
AMAZING SPONSORS!

DO YOU WANT TO BE
INFORMED ABOUT

UPCOMING

SPONSORSSPONSORSHIPHIP
OPPORTUNITIES?
Send your contact information

to  office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

or  call our office  at 

(785) 366-6186
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SAY HELLO TO A NEW YEAR!



 

www.qualityoflifecoalition.org
www.qualityoflifecoalition.org
www.itmattersks.org

