
 

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Long-time Kansans say 
they have never seen any-
thing like the storms that 
raced across the state Dec. 
15. Meteorologists at the 
National Weather Service 
in Topeka agree the system 
was unique and historic.

“Any meteorologist you 
talk to you is going to say 
that was a very unusual 
system, especially for this 
time of the year,” said Sarah 
Teefey, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Ser-
vice, Topeka. “There was 
the wind, there was some 
fire concern, then there was 
this severe weather — it’s 
… not what we generally 
deal with in mid-Decem-
ber. It’s definitely a historic 
storm, not something that 
we’re likely to see a repeat 
of anytime soon.”

Teefey said the storm 
originated from a strong 
system, which developed in 
the foothills of the Rockies. 
In addition to that system, 
there was an area of low 
pressure, which was get-
ting stronger as the storm 
moved into the plains.

“With that, we had a 
tight pressure gradient,” 
she said. “When we get 
those very tight pressure 
gradients that causes the 
wind to be very strong. 
It was a very dynamic … 
system just because it was 
it was growing in strength 
and intensity as it was be-
ing routed out of the Rock-
ies and into the Plains. 
That’s where the wind was 
so strong even before we 
had the thunderstorms.”

Although there were 
several tornado warnings 
issued when the thunder-
storms raced across the 
state, she said they had no 
confirmation of any touch-
ing down.

In Dickinson County, tor-
nado sirens sounded when 
firefighters spotted a fun-
nel cloud lowering while 
fighting a fire between En-
terprise and Chapman. It 
was one of two fires county 
crews extinguished before 
they got out of control like 
the one in Russel County, 
which people could smell 
hundreds of miles away.

“It’s scary to have a tor-
nado coming out why you 
got firemen actively fight-
ing fire, and it was traveling 
at about 45 miles an hour,” 
said Dickinson County 

Emergency Management 
Director Chancy Smith. 
“When you put Chapman 
in the line of a funnel cloud, 
you err on the side of cau-
tion and set the sirens off.”

Smith said he was on the 
phone with the NWS when 
meteorologists saw the ro-
tation show up on radar. 
That storm system trig-
gered several more tornado 
warnings across the state.

 Although a tornado 
did not form, wind gusts 
throughout the day were 
equivalent to a tornado. The 
Fujita scale puts the winds 
of a moderate tornado at 
73 to 112  miles per hour. 
The highest wind speed 
recorded in Kansas that day 
was 100 mph at Russell 

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Every community has its 
unsung heroes — people 
who are changing lives with 
no expectation of reward or 
recognition.

Karin Mueller, a film pro-
ducer who has worked with 
the Public Broadcasting Sys-
tem and National Geograph-
ic, is compiling a collection 
of short videos of such peo-
ple from around the country 
— she found one in Dickin-
son County. 

After more than a year of 
filming and editing, Mueller 
released the video, titled Tak-
ing Kansas By Storm on her 
Youtube channel, Our Hu-
man Planet. It features Patti 
O’Malley who runs Cedar 
House, an addiction recov-
ery home for women. 

When Mueller is finished 
with a two-year stint in the 
United States chronicling 
the stories of unsung heroes 
from around the country, 
she will take the top 10 and 
package them for use by oth-
er media outlets. 

O’Malley’s story appears 
alongside other unsung he-
roes like 86-year-old Alton 
Thacker from Utah who 
owns Tiny Tim’s toy facto-
ry where he has made more 
than one million wooden 
toys and gave them away; 
a woman in Arizona who 
convinces distributors to 
give her 50,000 pounds of 
produce every week, which 
she hands out to needy Tuc-
son residents; and a Cal-
ifornia man who starts in 
August to plan a massive 
city-wide multi-cultural 
Christmas celebration.

O’Malley fits into the cir-
cle of unsung heroes because 
of the work she has done to 
help women break free from 
the grip of addiction.

A recovering alcoholic, 
O’Malley knows first 
hand the struggles and the 

power addiction can hold 
on a person.

It was after the death of her 
son, which came less than 
two years into her journey 
with sobriety, that put her on 
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Courtesy photo
Three gen-

erations of one 
Chapman family 
entered and won 
the Driving Dickin-
son County Cookie 
Crumble contest.

Read more on 
page 5.

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:Holiday DeadlinesHoliday Deadlines

Cookie Crumble Contest WinnersCookie Crumble Contest Winners

Efforts to help women heal 
from addiction recognized

Courtesy photo
Patti O’Malley relaxes at the new Women’s Resource 
Center in Enterprise. The center is the newest addition 
to O’Malley’s efforts to help women who are struggling 
with any number of issues.

See UNSUNG P. 6

Celebrating the birth of Christ, the Lord and Savior

Courtesy photo
Members of Faith Lutheran Church of Abilene presented a live nativity during its Old Fashioned Christmas celebration Dec. 5. From left are Larry Brake, Rev. 
Joseph Barlau, Eric Sulanka, Damien Stephens, Christina Krause, Zach Krause, and Chris Bielefeld.

Wind storm wreaks havoc 
across Dickinson County

Staff Report 

Churches in the area have 
special services, concerts, 
and events planned to cel-
ebrate Christmas. Christ-
mas Eve and the New Year. 
Among them are:

Alida-Upland  
Cooperative Parish, 2243 
3300 Ave., Junction City
 Dec. 26, 11 a.m. — Gar-

la Pierson and Donna Sulli-
van, Christmas Concert

Jan. 2, 11 a.m. — Rob 
Schmutz, dynamic pastor 
and speaker

Chapman Naz
317 W. Fifth St.

December 24, 7 p.m. — 
Christmas Eve candlelight 
service

Chapman United  
Methodist Church 
 426 N Sheeran Ave

Dec. 24, 7 p.m. — 
Christmas Eve service, 
masks appreciated

Emmanuel Church,  
1300 N. Vine St. Abilene 
Dec. 24, 4 and 6 p.m. — 

Christmas Eve services 
Enterprise Methodist 

Church, 210 W. South St.
Dec. 24, 7 p.m. — Christ-

mas Eve candlelight service

See SERVICES P. 10

See STORM P. 8

The DCNT staff wishes all of 
our readers a safe and peaceful 
holiday. 

Deadlines for the holidays are: 
Noon Dec. 23 and 5 p.m. Dec. 30.

Please email us if you have 
something to get in but not sure 
if you can make the deadline — 
dickinsonnewstimes.com.

Department Heads Give ReportsDepartment Heads Give Reports

Dickinson County 
department heads 
gave reports at a 
commission work 
session and meet-
ing on happenings 
in their departments 
Dec. 9. Learn more 
on page 3.

Tana Churan-Davis | Courtesy photo
Power poles, like this one at the intersection of 
1600 Avenue and Quail Road, snapped all across 
the county keeping linemen busy after the Dec. 15 
wind storm that blew across the state.

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Dickinson County Sheriff’s Department
Nov. 29 to Dec. 13

Accidents
Dec. 3, 6:40 p.m. 1700, 2100 Ave. Evan James Wohler
Nov. 29, 6:35 a.m. 2200 Old Highway 40, Meghan 

Marie Saunto
Dec. 3, 6:16 p.m. 2600 Highway 15, Susan Lauber 

Buckley, Brady Buckley, Alexandra Buckley
Dec. 5, 8 a.m. 1300 Highway 43, Brandon Lee Harvey
Dec. 2, 8:31 p.m. 2500 Avenue and Wolf Road, Da-

vid Allen Nation
Dec. 7, 3:45 a.m. 700 Union Road, Molly Lynn Mercer.

Reports
Nov. 29, 10:05 a.m., 407 Old Highway 40, theft
Dec. 2, 2:17 p.m., 2167 Fair Road, domestic disturbance
Nov. 30, 3:59 p.m., 101 S. Factory St., fraud
Dec. 5, 12:58 p.m. 408 E. Fifth St., Domestic disturbance.

Arrests
Dec. 5, 5:01 a.m., Highway 15 and 900 Avenue, Justice 

Leon Ray Johnson, driving while license canceled, sus-
pended, revoked; liability insurance coverage required; 
vehicle, unlawful act, registration; maximum speed limits

Dec. 5, 1:30 p.m., 408 E. Fifth St., Wilbur Ronald 
Smith Jr., disorderly conduct

Dec. 5, 12:06 a.m., 300 Highway 15, driving while 
license canceled, suspended, revoked; improper stop-
ping, standing, or parking on a roadway

Nov. 29, 1:40 p.m., 407 Old Highway 40 Robert 
Lynn Litzinger Jr., identity theft; theft of property or 
services value < $1,000 with two or more theft; com-
puter unlawful acts, false representation with damage 
<$100,000; criminal use of financial card without con-
sent of owner $1,000 to $25,000

Nov. 29, 8:15 a.m. N. Brady Street and Cottage Ave-
nue, Carlito Luis Morales, failure to appear X2.

Law Enforcement Report

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

Ken F. Batten Jr.Ken F. Batten Jr.
Nov. 30, 1949 - Dec. 10, 2021Nov. 30, 1949 - Dec. 10, 2021

Kenneth (Ken)  
F. Batten, Jr. passed 
away Dec. 10th, 
at Stormont Vail 
Hospital in Topeka, 
Kansas. 

He was born Nov. 30, 1949, in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, the son of 
Kenneth  F. Batten, Sr. and Faye 
Nelson, his parents later divorced.  
He was raised by his father Ken-
neth  Sr. and Step-mother  Bonnie 
(Bama) Hardy-Batten in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Ken was united in marriage to  
Ursula Waltraut Wildenmann  on 
Oct. 1, 1969 while serving  with the 
United States Army in Germany. 
To this union  three children were 
born, a daughter Mona and two sons  
Sascha and Kenny. 

Ken served in the United States 
Army from 1967 to 1982. Serving 
in  Vietnam  from Oct. 1969 to April 
24, 1970, with the 554th Eng. BN. 
After being honorably discharged 
in 1982 he then worked for Public 
Works at Ft. Riley until retirement 
in  2004. 

After a short break he obtained 
employment with Reeves Wieder-
man plumbing warehouse in Junc-
tion City, until 2012 at which time 
he also worked  as a  part time 
Security Guard for Night’s Eagle 
Security. 

Ken also was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge #007 and White 
City Lodge#0380 where he 
served as Grand Master and Dis-
trict Chaplain. 

After becoming widowed on  
Jan. 18,  2012 he then  married  
his loving and devoted wife Jessie 
(Green) Champ  on Feb. 14, 2013 
in Dwight. Together they shared a 
simple and quiet life.  They enjoyed 
fishing,  traveling and sharing each 
other’s company — being the best 
of friends.

Ken was preceded in death by his 
first wife Ursula, his birth  mother 
Faye Milhorn  and step mother Bon-
nie (Bama) Hardy-Batten.

He is survived by his wife Jessie; 
his  father  Kenneth F. Batten, Sr.; 
his  children Mona (John) Prickett, 
Sascha (Lona)  Batten and  Kenny 

(Kelly) Batten;  brother James “Jeb” 
(Sherry) Batten; sisters Connie Cas-
tor, Donna Leonard and Brenda 
Hollis; grandchildren Christopher, 
Sarah, Kya, Kolby, Tyler, Kayla; 
great-granddaughter Kira;  many 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and 
friends.

A graveside service was Dec. 17 
at the Dwight Cemetery.

To leave a special message for 
the family online, please visit www.
sawyerchapel.com.

Faith Renae CallahamFaith Renae Callaham
Oct. 28, 1999 - Dec. 9, 2021Oct. 28, 1999 - Dec. 9, 2021

Faith Renae Callaham, 22, of 
Herington, passed away peacefully 
at Geary Community Hospital on 
Dec. 9, 2021.  

Faith was born on October 28, 
1999, in Topeka, KS to Patrick Cal-
laham and Michelle (Boykin) Calla-
ham. Faith lived in White City prior 
to moving to Herington with her 
parents. 

Faith was a caring and loving 
person, who loved making people 
smile. She also loved fishing, camp-
ing, playing with her nieces and 
nephews. She loved going home to 
Alabama to see family, and loved 
to go shopping, if it was what she 
wanted to go shopping for. 

But more than anything Faith 
loved taking care of her animals. 
Her dream was to become a veter-
inarian. Faith will be missed by ev-
eryone that she has touched in her 
short life. 

Faith is survived by her parents 
of the home, sisters; Chelsea Mc-
Guffie, of Alabama, Nikki Woods, 
of Nebraska, Ashley Callaham 
and significant other Josh Price, of 
Kansas. Brother, Joel Callaham, of 
Nebraska, grandparents; Mary and 
Loren Callaham, of Kansas, Rita 
Boykin, of Alabama, Bill Cobb, of 
Alabama. Several nieces and neph-
ews, and her special friend, Travis 
Woods of Kansas. 

She was preceded in death by 
her grandfather, Gary Boykin and 
grandmother Darlene Cobb. Ya-
zel-Megli Funeral Home, Herington 
Chapel is serving the family.  

Funeral service was Dec. 14, at 
Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, Her-
ington Chapel at 404 S. Broadway 
St. Pastor Gary Schrader officiat-

ed. Memorial Contributions can be 
made in care of the Callaham fami-
ly. Please sign the online guest book 
and leave a memory of Faith. 

Milton Clarence GehrkeMilton Clarence Gehrke
Jan. 23, 1926 - Dec. 17, 2021Jan. 23, 1926 - Dec. 17, 2021

Milton Clarence 
Gehrke was born 
on Jan. 23, 1926, 
and passed away 
on Dec. 17, 2021, at 
age 95. 

He was baptized at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church on Feb. 14, 1926 and 
confirmed on April 28, 1940. 

He grew up on a farm south of 
Herington in a very small house 
with four brothers and one sister and 
his parents. 

At age 18 he quit school and 
joined the Army to serve in WWII 
on June 1, 1944. He did basic train-
ing in North Carolina and during 
that time his brother Roy was killed 
in the war. Milton was able to come 
home for the funeral and when he re-
turned to North Carolina, his Army 
buddies had already been sent off 
to war, so, Milton had to take basic 
training for the second time. He was 
stationed in Central Europe and re-
ceived many Medals and Ribbons. 
He received an honorable Discharge 
on April 25, 1946. 

After returning from the war, he 
hauled cattle to the Kansas City 
Stockyards. During that time, he 
started dating Mildred Kohls. They 
went to the same church, and he 
asked her out on their first date at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran. 

They wed on Sept, 25, 1949. He 
then worked at the Herington Fair-
grounds as the caretaker. In 1952, 
he and his wife and daughter Jolene 
moved to Ulysses Kansas to run and 
work at the alfalfa fields and run 
the irrigation. He later bought the 
Standard Service Station and two 
brothers and a nephew joined him in 
working there. His wife Mildred did 
the accounting. 

He and his wife built a new house 
in 1954 and had their son, David 
who was born in 1955. In 1960 
they moved to Salina Kansas, and 
he worked at the Missile Silos. He 
worked through the night and slept 
during the day. 

In 1961, they finally moved back 
to Herington where he wanted to 
fulfill his dream of becoming a 
farmer/rancher. He managed the 
Herington Cattle Co. at the airbase 
in Herington and farmed and took 
care of his cattle after work. 

He later worked at Skelgas and 
delivered propane to farmers in the 
area and still did his own farming 
and feeding his cattle after work of-
ten until midnight or after. He had 
his son David driving a tractor and 
helping with the cattle at age 10. Da-
vid continued to help his dad until 
recently while he was also working 
fulltime and giving up family time 
to help his dad.

In 1971 they bought a farm south 
of Herington, and he continued his 
dream of owning his own farm. He 
retired from Skelgas in 1987 and 
could finally farm/ranch full time. 
Not only did he farm for himself 
he was always helping family and 
friends with their crops and harvest. 

In April of 2012 he finally had 
to give up his full time farming 
and sold all his farming equip-
ment but kept some cattle. He just 
sold all of his cattle two years ago 
at the age of 93.

Milton spent the last year of his 
life at the Legacy of Herington as 
his health was deteriorating. Some-
thing that was very hard on him, but 
in his mind, he was still farming and 
always talking about his cattle and 
asked if they were being fed. 

Preceding him in death are his 
parents, Otto, and Clara (Brockmei-
er); his brothers Roy, Otto F. (Junior) 
and Richard and his sister Esther. 

He leaves behind his wife of 72 
years Mildred (Kohls) Gehrke; 
daughter Jolene (Aaron) Werner, of 
Alta Vista; son David (Rita) Geh-
rke of Herington; grandchildren 
Ashley (Adam) Tyner of Wamego, 
Beau (Kelcey) Werner of Dwight, 
Lauren (Nicole) Gehrke of Spring 
Hill, and Mitchell (Jessica) Gehrke 
of Herington; great-grandchildren 
Dylan, Kaden and Hudson Tyner of 
Wamego, Alysia Werner of Dwight 
and Brooks Gehrke of Herington; 
a brother Clarence Gehrke of Her-
ington and sister-in-law Frances 
Gehrke of Herington; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

He will be missed deeply. Mil-
ton was a giver and a helper to all 

his farmer friends. He and his wife 
made many friends over the years 
no matter where they lived. 

They loved playing cards (pitch) 
at their home or at friends’ or fami-
ly’s homes. He also loved to dance, 
and they would attend many dances 
over the years. 

His wife Mildred recently joined 
him at the Legacy of Herington, and 
they were finally reunited after being 
apart for almost a year. They were 
able to spend the last four and a half 
days together until his passing. 

Funeral services will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Dec. 22 at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church, 114 N. 8th Street, 
Herington with a military burial ser-
vice following at Sunset Cemetery. 

Memorials can be sent or giv-
en to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Herington in care of Yazel-Megli 
Funeral Home, 404 S. Broadway, 
Herington, KS  67449. Yazel – 
Megli Funeral Home is serving the 
family. Please sign his online guest-
book and leave a memory at www.
yazelmeglifh.com. 

Roy Watson Wiggans IIIRoy Watson Wiggans III
June 6, 1954 - Nov. 21, 2021June 6, 1954 - Nov. 21, 2021
Roy Wiggans III, 67, of Dela-

van, passed away Sunday, Nov. 21, 
2021. He began his life on June 6, 
1954 in Herington, Kansas. He was 
one of three children born to Roy Jr. 
and Eva (Cunningham) Wiggans. 
He grew up on the family farm near 
Delavan, Kansas. 

Roy passed away at the farm 
where he had provided care for 
his father and mother until their 
passing.

He graduated from Council 
Grove High School with the class 
of 1972. He married Cris Borkert in 
1974. They were blessed with two 
children, Levi Wiggans and Bran-
dy Wiggans. His grandson Tanner 
Wiggans was his special buddy.

Roy was preceded in death by his 
parents Junior and Eva Wiggans and 
a sister, Sharon Nelson.

Survivors include his two chil-
dren, his grandson Tanner and his 
sister Charlene Riffel (Ken), along 
with nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. He has one living aunt, Julie 
Wiggans in Colorado.

Graveside service held at 2 p.m. 
Dec. 22 at the Delavan Cemetery.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public Infor-
mation Coordinator

As the fiscal year nears 
its end, 2021 sales tax 
collections in Dickinson 
County are higher than 
2020 collections. 

The current year total is at 
$1,406,041.32, an increase of 
$144,480.98 from the same 
time in 2020. 

For September, the coun-
ty received $113,150.71, 
which was the second low-
est brought in for any month 
in 2021, except February 
when collections came in at 
$107,184.13. 

Subsequent months re-
bounded with March bring-
ing in $135,110.84. July’s 
collections were the high-
est for the year so far with 
$142,194.16.

The September sales tax 
disbursement is the most re-
cent received from the state. 

The county receives sales 
taxes from the state two 
months after they are col-
lected because businesses 
have until the 25th of each 
month to send in their sales 
tax report and money for 
the previous month. Then, 
the Kansas Department of 
Revenue has a month to 
distribute that money.

Likewise, the county’s spe-
cial sales tax — approved by 
voters and used to fund only 
road and bridge projects — is 
higher in 2021 than in 2020.

As for yearly special sales 
tax totals, the county has tak-
en in $1,340,117 an increase 
of $136,786.87 from 2020.

The county will receive 
one more tax disbursement, 
for October, which will count 
toward 2021 totals. That dis-
bursement will come at the 
beginning of January.

Flood plain maps updated
A letter was received from 

the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency stating the 
county’s updated flood plain 

maps were approved, Dick-
inson County Administrator 
Brad Homman told county 
commissioners during the 
Dec. 9 work session and reg-
ular meeting.

“Now they (maps) are out 
there for a 90-day observation 
and protest period,” Homman 
said. “If after 90 days there’s 
no objection it goes to final 
approval.” 

Dickinson County resi-
dents can view the flood plain 
map on the county website by 
following the link at http://
gis2.kda.ks.gov/gis/lower_
smoky/

Sales tax collections up over 2020

785-263-7163
pioneerfarmranch.com

427 NE 14th St. Abilene, KS 67410

Monday - Friday • 7 AM - 6 PM
Saturday • 7 AM - 5 PM

Open Sunday • Noon - 5 PM

Flood plain maps up for review

See TAX P. 10

Horses get 
decked out 
for parade

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information Coordinator

Dickinson County res-
idents are being asked to 
provide input on a variety of 
land use topics as the plan-
ning and zoning department 
updates its Comprehensive 
Development Plan. 

An online survey currently 
is available for residents 
to complete by visiting the 
homepage of the county 
website at dkcoks.gov 
and clicking on the “Input 
for the Dickinson County 

Comprehensive Plan” link. 
The survey closes on Jan. 14.

Many already have taken 
the time to fill out the survey. 
Just three days after it was 
posted on Dec. 7, 88 people 
already had responded. 

What is a comp plan?
The comprehensive plan 

is a long-range development 
plan for the county, accord-
ing to 

Dickinson County Plan-
ning and Zoning Director 
Tim Hamilton. 

“The plan addresses spe-
cific issues like housing, 

economic development, 
public facilities and utilities, 
schools, other infrastruc-
ture-type things and what the 
goals and objectives will be 
regarding those issues over 
the next 30 to 40 years,” 
Hamilton explained.

If a county has adopted a 
zoning plan it must have a 
comprehensive plan.

Dickinson County’s plan 
was last updated in 2007; 
however, comprehensive 
plans typically are updated 
every seven to 10 years.

County residents asked 
to complete land survey

See SURVEY P. 10

Courtesy photo
A full moon came up 
lighting the way for 
the annual White City 
Christmas Parade Dec. 
17. Among the entrants 
were members of the 
Herington Saddle Club. 
Taking a pause for a 
photo were Gail Banker 
and Emilee Morgan The 
two had their horses 
decked out for the holi-
days

www.sawyerchapel.com
www.yazelmeglifh.com
www.dkcoks.gov
www.gis2.kda.ks.gov/gis/lower
www.pioneerfarmranch.com
www.jostfuneralhome.com


 

Page 3Dickinson County News-Times

NEWS

News briefsNews briefs

Thursday, December 23, 2021

Thursday 
Dec. 23

5:45 p.m. sign up 
starts, 8 p.m. last loads 
of laundry go in — 
Laundry Love, up to four 
free loads of laundry per 
family. Quarters and sup-
plies are provided, K&R 
Laundry, 412 N. Mar-
shall, Chapman. 

  

Friday  
Dec. 24

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Saturday 
Dec. 25

Christmas 
Day

Sunday 
Dec. 26

Noon — 3 p.m. Ger-
man Sunday Lunches,  
VFW Post 1281, 101 E. 
Main, Herington

Monday 
Dec. 27

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

Tuesday 
Dec. 28

10 a.m. Storytime at 
Hope Public Library

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chap-
man, KS 67431

Kay’s 
Pharmacy

Kay Brunner Pharm. D.

David Rziha Pharm. D.

Catarina Rziha

Pharm. D.

Laura Ensey Pharm. D.

785-258-3703

2 West Main

Herington

“Your RX Experts”

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

January street January street 
sweepingsweeping

Herington city staff 
are asking residents to be 
mindful of where they park 
their vehicles when the 
Street sweeper is expected 
on their Street. The De-
cember schedule for Street 
sweeping is:

Jan.  3, 2022 — Trapp 
Street south to Franklyn 
Street

Broadway east to E Street
Jan. 4 and 5 — Trapp 

Street north to Main Street, 
and Broadway east to H 
Street

Jan. 6 and 7 — Trapp 
north to Main, and Broad-
way west to Fifth Street

Jan. 10 and 11 — Main 
Street north to Logan, First 
Street east to C Street

Jan. 12, 13, and 14 — 
Main Street north to Lo-
gan Street, D Street east to 
Commercial Street Includ-
ing Logans Point

Jan. 17 — Trapp Street 
north to Wyatt Street, and 
Seventh Street west to 10 
Street

Jan. 18 — Wyatt Street 
north to Burns Street, 
Eighth and Ninth Street
Jan. 7 and 14 — All the 
uptown business district 

County road County road 
work bid letwork bid let

The Kansas Department 
of Transportation announc-

es approved bids for state 
highway construction and 
maintenance projects. The 
one bid out of Dickinson 
County is for Kansas High-
way 18, from the Ottawa/
Dickinson county line east 
to the west K-15 and K-18 
junction and K-15; and 
from the west K-15/K-18 
junction east to the east 
K-15/K-18 junction, seal-
ing, 13.0 miles, Circle C 
Paving and Construction 
LLC, Goddard, Kansas, 
$426,804.20.

Offices close for Offices close for 
holidaysholidays

Dickinson County offic-
es and Dickinson County 
District Court will close 

for the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays on Dec. 
24, 27 and 31.

The Transfer Station, 
2363 Jeep Road, will be 
closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 
1. They will be open from 
9 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Dec. 
24 and 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Dec. 27 and 31.

Support goup Support goup 
to meetto meet

Home Health and Hos-
pice of Dickinson County 
is offering a bereavement 
support group at 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 28 at 1111 N. Brady, 
Abilene. Lindsey Brum-
mer, bereavement coordi-
nator, serves as the group 
facilitator.

Anyone with questions 
should contact Home 
Health and Hospice of 
Dickinson County at 785-
263-6630 in Abilene.

Writer wins Farm Writer wins Farm 
Bureau awardBureau award

Dickinson County News-
Times News Editor Gail 
Parsons earn a third-place 
award in the annual writing 
competition sponsored by 
Kansas Farm Bureau. 

The award was pre-
sented in the Print News 
Story division, which 
“recognizes excellence in 
agricultural reporting that 
accurately tells the stories 
of Kansas farmers and 
ranchers.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public Infor-
mation Coordinator

The Dickinson County 
website is now named dk-
coks.gov, moving from a 
dot org (.org) to a dot gov 
(.gov), Ricky Sekulich, GIS 
technician, told county com-
missioners Dec. 9 at the de-
partment head and elected 
officials meeting during work 
session. The dot gov address 
still will work for now.

The dot gov address shows 
that Dickinson County is a 
legitimate government entity 
and also provides a bit of add-
ed security, Sekulich said. 

Holt announces retirement
Register of Deeds Martha 

‘Marty’ Holt announced her 
retirement and said the Re-
publican party has planned a 
meeting Dec. 28 to elect her 
replacement. She also noted 
that her office would be mov-
ing to E-filing in the first part 
of the 2022.

Department heads 
reports

Commissioners also heard:

• 911 Dispatch will be 
first department to move into 
its renovated quarters in the  
Dickinson County Court-
house on Jan. 25.

Emily Nichols, 911 Direc-
tor, told commissioners that 
her staff is excited to have a 
move-in date.

Nichols was one of sever-
al county department heads 
and elected officials to update 
county commissioners during 
the Dec. 9 commission work 
session and meeting.
• Sheriff Jerry Davis in-

troduced Stephen Kency, 
the new jail administrator, 
commenting that Kency is 
re-evaluating inmate rules, 
policies, procedures and 
helping streamline jail pro-
cedures. Kency has been 
with the Ellsworth County 
sheriff’s office for more than 

seven years where he held 
the same job.

In the past few weeks, 
Dickinson County signed 
agreements to house inmates 
from Saline and Morris coun-
ties. The Morris County in-
mates had been in the Chase 
County jail; however, Chase 
County moved them out to 
house federal inmates. 

A couple weeks ago Davis 
said the additional inmates 
did not require extra staff 
and Dickinson County was 
receiving $43 per day per in-
mate from those counties.
• Chancy Smith, emer-

gency management director, 
said a story about the tabletop 
disaster preparation exercise 
shows that the city of Abilene 
and the county are working 
well together to prepare for 
possible situations, including 
any winter situations that may 
occur.
• Martin Tannahill, road 

and bridge department super-
visor, reported that road rock 

will go up $1 per ton Jan. 1 
and chip rock will increase 
to $1.60 per ton. Also, work 
continues on the Rain Road 
bridge south of Chapman. 
Ebert Construction is waiting 
on steel to arrive and a crane 
to do the work.

Tannahill noted that Ebert 
Construction will install rip 
rap rock on the west side of 
2650 Avenue on Chapman 
Creek. No new rock has been 
placed there since the 2019 
flood, he said. Tannahill said 
he planned to purchase the 
rock now before the Jan. 1 
price increase.

A bridge was completed 
on 2600 Avenue, a tube was 
installed on Camp Road in 
Lincoln Township and crews 
planned to move to a 2000 
Avenue location where they 
are replacing a bridge with a 
10-foot tube, before moving 
to work on fish passage lo-
cations to finish the year out. 
Crews also are busy cleaning 
ditches and cutting trees.

• Derek Norrick, envi-
ronmental services director, 
said noxious weed depart-
ment revenue is down about 
$20,000 this year; some paint-
ing been done on the back of 
the transfer station and some 
new signs have been installed 
with directives for the transfer 
station that also specifies chil-
dren must remain in vehicles.

Norrick also said the price 
of chemicals used to treat 
noxious weeds has increased 
and some increased signifi-
cantly.
• Appraiser Lisa Berg said 

December is a busy time for 
her office with staff re-evaluat-
ing property, finishing up data 
entry for new construction, 
processing changes on person-
al property and preparing for 
2022. Berg is evaluating grain 
elevators and said pricing will 
go up approximately $1 per 
bushel. Also, she is waiting on 
ag use values.

County website becomes a dot gov
Department heads present reports

Special to the DCNT

TOPEKA — Governor 
Laura Kelly and Transporta-
tion Secretary Julie Lorenz 
have announced the addi-
tion of 25 highway modern-
ization and expansion proj-
ects totaling $750 million to 
the development pipeline as 
part of the Kelly Adminis-
tration’s bipartisan, 10-year 
Eisenhower Legacy Trans-
portation Program (IKE).

The pipeline announce-
ment clears the way for pre-
liminary engineering work 
to begin on these projects.

“These projects are in 
every region of the state 

— and they improve safe-
ty, expand economic de-
velopment opportunities, 
and strengthen our com-
munities,” Kelly said. “My 
administration is commit-
ted to making short- and 
long-term infrastructure 
improvements to benefit fu-
ture generations of Kansans 
— just as we rely on invest-
ments made by previous 
generations of Kansans.”

The governor’s release of 
the list of projects advanc-
ing within the IKE pipeline 
was made in tandem with 
two other Kansas transpor-
tation milestones: impact on 
Kansas transportation with 

passage of the federal Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Leg-
islation and the beginning of 
the construction process for 
all remaining T-WORKS 
highway projects.

Secretary Lorenz said 
BIL will direct to Kansas 
an additional approximate-
ly $145 million annually 
for the next five years for 
highways and bridges. She 
said input from Kansans 
will help determine what 
investments will be most 
meaningful to rural and ur-
ban communities across the 
state.

“Early next year, we will 
host workshops with stake-

holders to share new oppor-
tunities for Kansas and to 
discuss delivery strategies,” 
Lorenz said. “We will not 
only view it through the 
lens of what works best for 
KDOT. I’ve asked staff to 
watch for opportunities for 
local governments, too.”

One of the projects is at 
Kansas highways 15 and 18 
from west junction, Zion, to 
east junction, Quality Oil, 
to widen the shoulders and 
improve sight distance. The 
$4 million project is one of 
the top modernization proj-
ects in the state. The work 
will address safety con-
cerns. Feedback from the 

Local Consult described 
this project as “low cost, 
high return.”

In neighboring Geary 
County is a $12 million 
project to create a new in-
terchange of Interstate 70 
at Taylor Road, west of 
Junction City. Comments 
on this project state that the 
bridge is in poor condition 
and needs to be replaced. 
A  new interchange would 
improve access to the local 
industrial park and is key 
for supporting economic 
development in the area. 
This project was a top pri-
ority coming out of Local 
Consult.

Area projects included in transportation program

Kay’s Pharmacy has
Quadrivalent and High Dose 

flu vaccines in stock.

FREE through most insurances
or $28 for cash payers

Please call 785-258-3703 to schedule

appointments today

We look forward to serving you!

Dickinson will receive water infrastructure funding
TOPEKA — U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) Rural Develop-
ment Acting State Director 
for Kansas Dan Fischer an-
nounced De. 16 that USDA 
is investing $43,431,700 
to modernize the critical 
drinking water infrastruc-
ture in towns and counties 
across Kansas.

“Upgrading the infra-

structure that delivers safe 
drinking water will improve 
public health and drive eco-
nomic development in our 
small towns and cities,” 
Fischer said. “USDA is 
dedicated to rural commu-
nities and their long-term 
commitments to economic 
prosperity; because when 
rural America prospers, all 
of America prospers.”

These Kansas invest-
ments are part of a larger 
national announcement 
involving 46 states and 
Puerto Rico. The programs 
from which Kansas will 
benefit are Water and Waste 
Disposal Loan and Grant 
Program, Water and Waste 
Disposal Loan Guarantees, 
Water and Waste Disposal 
Technical Assistance and 

Training Grants and Elec-
tric Infrastructure Loan and 
Loan Guarantee Program.

Among the Kansas pro-
grams is a $250,000 loan. 
This Rural Development 
investment will replace and 
improve Dickinson County 
Rural Water District No. 1’s 
water systems. The project, 
currently under construc-
tion, is to replace roughly 

400,000 feet of water line, 
74 gate valves, 18 flush hy-
drants and repairs to three 
storage tanks. Rural Devel-
opment previously award-
ed a  $2,319,000 loan and 
a $1,305,000.00 grant to 
complete the project. Due 
to changes during construc-
tion, these additional funds 
are needed to complete the 
project.

See COUNTY P. 6

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

www.coks.gov
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“This too shall pass.”
W h i l e 

that is defi-
nitely a 
scratch in 
an already 
very bad 
injury, it is 
still the sad 
truth.

Perhaps 
a more 
sympathet-
ic somewhat less painful com-
ment would be: “Mother Na-
ture is overpowering having 
her way in every situation.”

Yet, a couple other re-
sponses could be “There’s 
nothing anybody can do 
about the weather except talk 
about it.” Or, “It is what it is.”  

None are appropriate and 
far insufficient consolations 

for thousands who’ve suf-
fered loss beyond compre-
hension from recent horren-
dous weather tribulations.

Hearing and seeing tragic 
impacts from storms thou-
sands of miles away made 
hearts ache feeling the inner 
desire to help. At a distance 
there seems no way to offer 
assistance other than finan-
cially to the most in need. 

However, everyone ex-
pressing their prayers for the 
others is so simple and likely 
greatest benefit of all.

Then when detrimental 
strong winds invade locally 
and statewide there is true 
inner realization of all the 
others’ suffering. 

When lives are taken, 
livestock lost, homes and 

very valuable structures de-
stroyed, lifetime work and 
dreams shattered, life be-
comes unbearable. There is 
no way whatsoever to recov-
er completely with haunting 
to remain forever.

No estimate is yet readily 
quoted for extensive damag-
es throughout the Midwest, 
but it’ll be numbers beyond 
most calculation abilities.

Insignificant comparative-
ly to neighbors and others at 
a distance just counties away, 
lost trees, roofs and machin-
ery dents are nothing.

Insurance companies are 
bombarded with reports 
putting callers on waiting 
lists which could be days or 
weeks. 

Certainly better to have 
paid those dreaded premiums 
than to have no coverage for 
the very expensive catastro-
phes. Partial recouping pro-

vides a certain reprieve yet 
dollar losses are incompara-
ble to personal possessions, 
family keepsakes, pictures 
and the like. 

Making the tragedies per-
haps even more shattering 
is their coming when it is 
supposed to be every year’s 
happiest season.

Still time is continuing 
forward as Christmas lights 
shine brightly in rural and city 
communities many homes as 
well. Impossible to shrug off 
everything that storms have 
caused yet essential for all to 
remain optimistic.  

Reminded of Isaiah 9:6: 
“For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsel-
or, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” 

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1896
DOG EATS DYNA-

MITE — A Shawnee county 
dog was seen chewing away 
at some object recently and 
upon investigation it was 
found that he was making 
his breakfast upon a stick of 
dynamite and had it about 
half eaten. The crowd that 
had congregated did not 
kick him, nor did they stand 

around to 
see him 
eat the 
b a l a n c e 
and have 
kept a safe 
dis tance 
from the 
dog since, 
expecting 
at any 
time to see him go to dog 
heaven. The dog still sur-
vives and is looked upon 
from a safe distance as being 
a very mysterious dog.

100 years ago, 1921
BANDIT PASSED 

THRU HERE — Roy 
Gardner, notorious mail 
thief, whose sensational es-
capes from the law’s clutch-
es have made him one of 
the most famous men in the 
annals of crime in America, 
passed through Herington 
last Thursday on the No. 4 

enroute from Phoenix, Ari-
zona, to the federal prison at 
Leavenworth. He is to serve 
a 75-year sentence which 
is of course equivalent to 
a life sentence. He was not 
handcuffed, and no shackles 
were on his legs. A big Unit-
ed States Marshal sat at his 
side, however.

75 years ago, 1946
TO PRESERVE IKE’S 

HOME — The Eisenhower 

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 

Chapman United Methodist Church

Our grandson 
climbed the ladder 
to bring down the 
Christmas deco-
rations. Our artifi-
cial tree was in bad 
shape when we put 
it away in January. 
The bottom sec-
tion of the tree had 
many branches that 
could not be se-
cured to the center 
pole, so we were ready to just dis-
card the tree. 

Our son then put jut the top two sec-
tions together and set them into a tree 
stand.  He removed all the lights from 
the bottom third and added them to the 
new shorter tree along with lots of fun 
decorations and suddenly our disaster 
was gorgeous. 

A beautiful tree demands a Facebook 
photo, right? I clicked, edited, and 
posted. The photo boasted a beautiful 
reflection of the lights in the window. I 
feel God’s presence in my little tree as 

I gaze at the photo I entitled, “Reflect 
the Light”.

God promised a savior for all people. 
We celebrate God’s gift born as a baby, 
killed by those he offended, and risen 
as King. Jesus is born …Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

My Christmas tree reminds me that 
we who are broken and useless are re-
shaped by the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. His light shines upon us 
and is reflected in us. At once we be-
come beautiful

Merry Christmas and happy holidays.
Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Reflect the light

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Season must overcome disasters

Shawnee County dog eats dynamite

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1946
“What can you spare that 

they can wear?” This is the 
slogan adopted by the Lions 
Club in 
their drive 
for cloth-
ing for the 
destitute, 
s i g h t -
less men, 
w o m -
en and 
children 
of war 
r avaged 
Europe. The drive is part of 
a nationwide program to pro-
vide clothing and shoes for 
the blind of Europe. “This is 
a most worthy cause, and we 
are sure that Chapman will 
respond generously,” said 
committee chair, Joe Lorson.                                                                                                                                          
The Lions Club is still active 
in projects to serve the needs 
of their communities and the 
world.  They continue to col-
lect old glasses and promote 
vision screening through a 
mobile unit.  

Bob Gfeller, president of 
the senior class at Dickinson 
County Community High 
School has been chosen by 
the faculty to be the Junior 

Lion for December. The Lions 
club has invited one senior to 
be their guest for each month, 
to promote good citizenship 
and community interest.                                
Bob still lives northeast of 
Chapman. His son David and 
wife Janet, live on the farm 
where Bob grew up. Bob and 
his wife Donna raised David, 
Diane and Janelle. To this 
day, he is a great example of 
good citizenship and commu-
nity interest with involvement 
in his community, church and 
school activities.                                                                                             

50 years ago, 1971
The Chapman United 

Methodist Church will pres-
ent a Christmas Musical Can-
dlelight Service. There will be 
choir numbers sun by the Ju-
nior, Youth and Adult Choirs, 
scripture reading and several 
congregational hymns. The 
choirs are under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Chester Hassler 
and Miss Judith Lowry. The 
organist will be Miss Sharon 
Pryor.

The Community Christmas 
Program was held this past 
weekend. Chapman has many 
talented performers of all 
ages. I hope many of you were 
able to attend.  

 For those servicemen still 
in Vietnam, the next best gift 

to being home for Christmas 
may be a telephone call to 
families and friends. Jerry Jas-
noski, manager at Southwest-
ern Bell pointed out the 14-
hour time difference between 
Kansas and Vietnam. He 
suggested that arrangement 
be made to have the service 
man call home if possible. 
The cost rate for the first three 
minutes of a station-to-station 
call is $9,00, while a three 
minute person-to-person call 
is $12.00. Each additional 
minute for both kinds of calls 
costs $3.00.

With cell phones, face time, 
and Zoom, it is easier for 
soldiers and their families/
friends to stay in touch.  But 
I remember this time of long 
distant calling and how spe-
cial this was to the service 
members at that time.

25 years ago, 1996
The Chapman FFA Chapter 

placed first at the North Cen-
tral District Public Speaking 
Career Development event 
held December 14 in Chap-
man. Over 120 speakers from 

sixteen schools participated 
in the event. Five Chapman 
FFA members qualified for 
state level competition, a first 
for the local chapter. Jennifer 
Hoffman, Creed, first place, 
state qualifier; Kevin Elliott, 
Extemporaneous, first, state 
qualifier; Steve Hall, “Guid-
ance Systems in Agriculture,” 
second, state qualifier; David 
Will, “Water Quality and Pro-
tection of it,” seventh;  Tara 
Lindahl, Creed, fourth; Shan-
non Hartenstein, “Fish Farm-
ing,” fifth; Edie Hall, “Alter-
native Pest Management, “ 
sixth; Megan Murphy, Water: 
The Universal Solvent,” 10th; 
Nick Acheson, Extempora-
neous, fourth, state qualifier; 
Stephanie Settgast, “Ostrich 
Farming: Production Alter-
natives for Farmers,” fourth, 
state qualifier; Sasha Larson, 
Extemporaneous, seventh; 
Jodi Mason, “Ag War Zone: 
Environmentalist vs Agricul-
turalist,” third; Shelbi Gus-
tafson, “Certified Herford 
Beef:, fifth; and Erin Woods,  
“Show Ring Ethics, “ seventh.                 

Many familiar names that 
still live nearby.  What an ac-
complishment!  Congratula-
tions 25 years later!

Quote of the Week: “Christ-
mas is a holiday that we cele-
brate not as individuals nor as 
a nation but as a human fami-
ly.” ~ Ronald Reagan

Lions help war ravaged Europe

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

By Justin Coup
Solomon Schools Superintendent

Another successful semester is coming to an end at USD 
393 Solomon. Finishing up with finals, final home basketball 
games, and an AMAZING PK-12 music concert highlights 
just a few of the many end-of-semester activities. Over the past 
four-plus months our students have been engaged in learning 
on a daily basis and our teachers have continued to push to-
wards excellence. Over the past several articles you have seen 
how much pride we have in our school as do all communities. 
The center of that pride begins with relationships. Relation-
ships built between students, amongst staff, between students 
and staff, and finally the relationship between our school and 
our community. RELATIONSHIPS MATTER!

A prime example includes the geometry class building a 
putt-putt course from scratch as they finish the semester with 
Project-Based Learning. The relationships created during the 
project on their team are a prime example of how education 
is changing. Getting students to use the knowledge they are 
gaining to develop and create their own life projects. NO, 
I don’t think Solomon will be putting in a putt-putt course, 
but I do think the value of higher-level learning gained with 
this experience will pay huge dividends for those students in 
the future. A project like this requires relationships and roles 
within the relationships to be developed, something we all use 
daily at our place of work. SHOUT OUT to the students and 
the teacher for making this such a great experience. RELA-
TIONSHIPS MATTER

How about our extracurricular activities and the impact 
they have on our students? Currently, in middle school, we 
have over sixty boys and girls participating in basketball. NO, 
we are NOT undefeated, but what an amazing sense of pride 
our group has. They continue to amaze me with their effort 
and dedication. Keeping sixty-plus players and parents hap-
py is not easy. But we are teaching a very important lesson, 
communication. Relationships are hard, but through commu-
nication, we can strengthen our understanding. We may not 
always agree, but we grow together. Lessons learned through 
our extracurricular experiences are lessons we will use for the 
rest of our lives. Too many times people want to quit or not go 
out because it is too hard. This is why I am so PROUD of our 
junior high for finding ways to excel at all levels from varsity 
to c-team. A new policy at Solomon Middle School requires 
all assignments to be handed in because sometimes middle 
school students forget! However, if they forget, they have to 
come in and serve detention or get academic help without a 
reduction in the grade for the assignment in question. The re-
sult of this...out of 140 students only three students have an F 
and of those with an F they only have an F in one class. The 
student’s connection with the staff along with their extracur-
ricular activities keep kids engaged and learning and moving 
in a positive direction. At the most awkward time in a child’s 
life this is important because it is too easy to make poor deci-
sions and go another direction. RELATIONSHIPS with our 
staff and students MATTER!

Finally, how about the relationships we create with our 
community. The other night we had 1500+ attend our PK-12 
Christmas concert. An outpouring of support for our students 
was felt by everyone in attendance. Over the years we hav-
en’t always seen that level of support for our instructors and 
students, but last Tuesday was a special night in Solomon. So 
many smiles and so many great sounds filled the gymnasi-
um. Relationships with our community matter so much to our 
staff and students. Not just for this concert, but for all events. 
Thanks for showing support for all kids at all activities. Pride 
is a sense of connection derived from the relationships we 
build with each other. RELATIONSHIPS MATTER!

As we slow down for the Christmas break I wish you and 
your families a very safe and Happy Holidays. Wishing all of 
you the best in 2022!

Dear Editor:
Christmas carols from 

the carousel, the live nativi-
ty scene, and hot cocoa and 
cookies in the cabin — all 
these and more memora-
ble moments were part of 
the Dickinson County His-
torical Society’s inaugural 
“Old Fashioned Christmas” 
on December 4 and 5. 

As visitors walked 
through the Heritage Cen-
ter to the historic buildings 
outside, they stepped back 
in time to experience a prai-
rie Christmas. More than 
1,000 people participated in 
the event, making this one 
of the most successful pro-
grams in DCHS history. 

This could not have been 
done without the cooper-
ation of many, especially 
our tireless volunteers and 
others who donated their 
services.  Our sponsor, Pin-
nacle Bank, made the 4-H 
Christmas Tree Contest 
possible, and general event 
support came from the 
Dickinson County Commu-
nity Foundation, Dickinson 
County Economic Devel-
opment, and the Abilene 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

We can’t forget to thank 
Paige Westfall and her husband 
Lowell of Wild Heart Carriag-
es, who donated their services 
and drove their beautiful Bel-
gian horses to give free rides 
to so many families. Visitors 
thrilled to live music through-
out the event, also donated by 
the Brigade Band, The Dulci-
mer Duo of Eddie and Rob-
ert Hiebert, The Fiddlers, and 
carolers from the First United 
Methodist Church. The Faith 
Lutheran Church presented the 
live nativity story. Many thanks 
also go to Linda Ellison, who 
loaned the sleigh that was used 
in the family photos.

All the proceeds raised 
from Old Fashioned Christ-
mas support the mission 
of the Dickinson County 
Historical Society: to col-
lect, preserve, promote, 
and share the history of 
our unique county. Again, 
thank you to all our donors, 
sponsors, volunteers, and 
visitors for making this in-
augural event a reality and 
such a success. 

With warm wishes for the 
holidays.

Austin Anders
Director, Dickinson County 

Historical Society

Relationships matter

See HISTORY P. 6
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St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington

9 a.m. Connection Section 

Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for 

adults  and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with 

communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

Worship Guide

Friday, Dec. 24

Monday, Dec. 27
Pork Cutlet, Mashed 

Potatoes & Gravy, But-

tered Beets,   Mandarin 

Oranges, Wheat Bread

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Sloppy Joe on Bun, 

Roasted Potatoes, Mex-

icorn, Baked Apples

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Beef Stew, Tossed Salad, 

Mixed Fruit, Wheat Roll   

Thursday, Dec. 30
Sausage Gravy over 

Biscuits, Hash Rounds, 

Green Beans, Jello w/

Fruit

Senior Center Menus

Friday, Dec. 24

Monday, Dec. 27
Polish Sausage, Sour 

Kraut, Mashed Potatoes, 

Wheat Roll,             Fruit

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Beef Patty Smothered 

w/ Onions, Roasted Po-

tatoes, Cheesy Broccoli 

and Cauliflower, Hot 
roll, Fruit Salad

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Roast Turkey, Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy, 

Mixed Vegetables, 

Wheat Roll, Fruit

Thursday, Dec. 30
Ham and Beans, Cole 

Slaw, Corn Bread, Fruit, 

Cookie

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

103 NW 15th • Abilene, KS 67410

Closed for Christmas!

Center Closed!
Merry Christmas!

  There’s “Hope” For Your Money!

HOLIDAY HOURS
Friday, December 24th AND Saturday, December 25th 

we will be CLOSED in honor of Christmas.
New Year’s Day  - Saturday, January 1st we will be CLOSED.

LOCATIONS

SERVICES AVAILABLE 24/7
ONLINE BANKING, MOBILE BANKING, TELEBANKING, NIGHT DROP,  ATM

WWW.FNBKS.COM

HOPE

112 N Main
(785) 366-7225

hope@fnbks.com

HERINGTON 

20 E. Main
(785) 258-6611

herington@fnbks.com

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Rural Vista, Centre, Chap-
man, and Solomon School 
Boards met Dec. 13. Infor-
mation from Solomon was 
unavailable at press time

Rural Vista
Rural Vista School Board 

accepted the resignation 
of Hope Principal Mike 
Teeter effective at the end 
of his contract in July. 
Also resigning, but stay-
ing on through the end of 
the school year is Melissa 
Schrader the eighth through 
12th grade English teacher.

Board Clerk Trish 
Rhodes said the superin-
tendent, Ron Meitler, who 
tendered his resignation 
in September effective in 
June has agreed to stay on 
through the end of August.

“He decided that he was 

going to stay through the 
summer to help the new 
super get her feet wet,” 
Rhodes said.

The new superintendent 
will be White City Princi-
pal Darlene Griffiths.

“She used to work at 
Concordia where she was 
an assistant principal,” she 
said. “She started as prin-
cipal here this year. She’s 
been going to school to get 
her qualifications to be able 
to be superintendent.  Right 
now, she’ll do both jobs.”

In other business board 

members:

Approved the senior 
class trip to Branson, 
Missouri 

Increased the substitute 
salary from $125 a day to 
$135. Rhodes said the dis-
trict isn’t having too much 
trouble getting substitute 
teachers in White City but 
Hope is a different story.

Chapman
Board members dis-

cussed COVID-19 proto-
cols. Following information 
presented by Superinten-
dent Kevin Suther, they 
voted unanimously to keep 
the current protocols in 
place.

Board President Brenda 
Edleston shared how she, 
board member Brian Rock 
and Suther worked on find-
ing a new evaluation tool 
for the Superintendent. 
They reviewed several that

are being used around 
the state and selected the 
one they thought would be 
the best fit for Chapman. 
Board members were asked 
to review it and be ready 
to discuss it at the January 
meeting.

In other business:

Suther went over a scope 
of work that he is request-

ing the Board give ap-
proval to Trane to perform 
an indoor air quality and 
The American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and 
Air-Conditioning Engi-
neers Service Life Assess-
ment using Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief III funds. The 
ESSER III funds are part of 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act, passed in Congress on 
March 11. Suther told the 
board the district must use 
the funding by 2024.

Accepted the retirement 
of Collette Erickson, Chap-
man High School English 
Teacher, who has 40 years 
of service to USD 473. 
And approved the hiring of 
Marjaul Ferris, CHS girls 
assistant wrestling coach 
and Stephanie Gfeller, Ru-
ral Center first and second 
grade combination teacher.

Taken from unapproved 
minutes of the meeting

Centre
Superintendent Lar-

ry Geist reported that the 
Kansas State Department 
of Health and Environment 
and the Center for Disease 
Contro have lowered the 
number of days of quaran-
tine for close contacts from 
10 to seven days. The board 
approved at a previous 
meeting we would follow 
Marion County Health De-
partment guidelines. 

Board members approved 
granting a waiver to exempt 
the students who were listed 
in a report to the USD 397 
BOE from the 40-hour re-
mote learning limit because 
they were quarantined at 
home due to Covid -19 

In other business:

• Approved on a 7-0 vote 
the National Honor Soci-
ety Mount Rushmore trip. 
Centre District will pay for 

three rooms for two nights 
provide transportation with 
two vehicles not to exceed 
$1,500
• Approve enrollment 

in the Kansas Setoff  pro-
gram. The Setoff Program 
is governed by K.S.A. 75-
6201 et seq. and began in 
early 1981 following leg-
islation that allowed the 
Department of Adminis-
tration to set off monies 
the State of Kansas owes 
vendors and individuals 
against debts those en-
tities owe to the State of 
Kansas. In 1993, this ben-
efit also became avail-
able to municipalities and 
in 1996 for the district 
courts. Participation in 
the Setoff Program is vol-
untary, according to the 
Department of Adminis-
tration website.

Taken from unapproved 
minutes of the meeting

School Board RoundupSchool Board Roundup

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Three generations of one 
Chapman family took home 
first, second, and third place 
awards in the Dickinson 
County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation’s Cookie 
Crumble contest.

Phyllis Cheney took third 
in the adult presentation cat-
egory while her daughter, 
Victoria Woods, grabbed 
grand champion and first 
indecoration in the adult di-
vision. Cheney’s grandson 
Tripp Woods, 10, earned the 
top spot in the youth division 
with his mini snickerdoodles, 
which are his specialty.

“I just one day wanted to 
make snickerdoodles after my 
mom made them and I made 
them small,” he said. “When 
I found out about the cook-
ie competition my grandma 
pretty much forced me to do 
it. Then my mom helped me 
make the dough a little bit, not 
very much, then I put them in 
the oven for about five minutes.

He said it was fun to make 
them and enter the contest 

and he was surprised when he 
found out he won.

“I had no words,” he said. 
“I had thought, I might win, I 
might not win. If I do, I’ll be 
happy; if I don’t I won’t be 
mad. 

Cheney said she didn’t 
think she had really forced 
Tripp to make the cookies, 
but she had faith in his bak-
ing ability. She wanted to 
enter to support the EDC and 
community.

“When I asked him what 
cookie he would bake he said 
his famous snickerdoodles,” 
she said. I asked what made 
them famous and he said, 
‘They’re elf size.’ I asked him 
why they were elf size and 
he said, ‘Because I have tiny 
hands.’”

Cheney said she wanted to 
enter something a little out 
of the ordinary. She chose 
an ethnic cookie and entered 
Scandinavian fried rosettes. 

“It’s an old family tradi-
tion,” she said. “It’s a fried 
cookie that my mother made 
every Christmas.”

While she was happy to 
place, she was she said she 

was really excited that her 
daughter won with her rein-
deer sugar cookies and her 
grandson won with his entry.

“I was more happy for 
Tripp than anybody,” she 
said. 

The winners were:

Grand Champion, Vic-
ki Woods, Rudolph sugar 
cookies

Overall reserve champion, 
Emily Engle, s’mores cookies

Overall honorable mention, 
Rachel Ely, salted brownie 
bites

Adult presentation win-
ners: First place, Lisa Peters 
with a western-themed box 
with macadamia nut cookies; 
second place, Anita Miller, 
gingerbread men in Christ-
mas wrapped box; third 
place, Phyllis Cheney, Christ-
mas sprinkled rosettes

Adult taste winners, Em-
ily Engle, S’mores cookies; 
second place, Rachel Ely, 
salted brownie bites; third 
place Justin Volkman, but-
terscotch white chocolate 
chip cookies

Courtesy photo
The Alliance Realty Ladies Darcy Tweady, Shelby Remington, and Jill Schneider 
hosted a Christmas event Nov. 28 at 4:10 Irish Den. The event entailed pictures 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus, a dash down Main Street with horse and carriage rides, 
and lots of kid activities. They also received a large amount of non-perishable and 
personal hygiene items to give to the Abilene Area Food and Clothing. “It was truly 
heartwarming to see my little home town all come together and enjoy this event 
and spreading the Christmas cheer,” Remington said. The trio have already started 
planning for next year and have set the time for 3 to 5 p.m. Nov. 27.

Never to early to start 
planning for next year

Three generations win 
cookie crumble contest

See COOKIE P. 10

Suspect tries to 
burn evidence

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

A suspect being chased 
east on Interstate 70 by 
deputies with the Dickin-
son County Sheriff’s De-
partment attempted to de-
stroy the drug evidence in 
his car — while the chase 
was in progress.

Sheriff Jerry Davis said 
a deputy stopped the ve-
hicle, 2021 all-electric 
Ford Mustang, at mile-
post 271 the morning of 
Dec. 14. The deputy had 
the female driver out of 
the car and was speaking 
to her. 

“As a second officer 
arrived to assist, the pas-
senger slid over from the 

passenger seat into the 
driver’s seat and took 
off,” Davis said. 

Kansas Highway Pa-
trol deployed stop sticks 
bringing the chase to an 
end at milepost 290, just 
over the Geary County 
line.

“The subject had bags 
on the passenger seat that 
were lit on fire intention-
ally — (the bags) con-
tained marijuana,” Davis 
said. “Our deputy could 
see him picking stuff out 
of the back and putting it 
in the passenger seat as 
they were chasing him.

Police arrested Boris 
Tiberkob, 27, from Mi-
ami, Florida. He bonded 
out on Dec. 16

Florida man attempts to 
destroy pot during chase

www.smchapmanparish.org
www.fbcherington.org
www.facebook.com/dcntkansas
www.fnbks.com


 

the path of opening Cedar 
House. Her son had an 
opiate addiction and died in 
a one-vehicle car crash while 
driving under the influence.

“In trying to, in the be-
ginning, rescue myself from 
his death — what do I do,” 
she said. “How do I fill that 
hole? The only way I knew 
was to help others. And so, I 
gave my old house away and 
started the recovery house. 
Which was really rather 
brazen since I did not know 
what I was doing.”

But what she did know 
was that men and women 
have different needs when it 
comes to recovery and at the 
root, they need a safe space.

“That’s the best we can do, 
make a safe space,” she said. 

Men and women have 
different ways of express-
ing thoughts and emotions, 
which can make co-ed recov-
ery programs difficult. But 
also, O’Malley said she has 
noticed many women who 

are seek recovery were trau-
matized sexually by a male.

“To go into a meeting 
where it’s talk therapy 
with men is sometimes not 
a comfortable space for 
these women,” she said. 
“You’ve got to talk and you 
gotta be free to talk and if 
one of your biggest issues 
is that you have been raped 
or sexually abused by a 
male, and here you are in 
a whole group of men — 
there’s not going to be the 
same conversation.” 

Since the doors to Ce-
dar House opened in 2014, 
about 40 women have gone 
through the program living 
at the home for at least a year 
and learning how to rebuild 
their lives free of addiction. 

A new extension of Cedar 
House is the Women’s Re-
source Center, slated to open 
Jan. 1 in Enterprise. From the 
Women’s Resource Center, 
O’Malley plans to have more 
recovery meetings but also 
events and meetings to focus 
on helping women navigate 
their lives.

“We don’t want it specifical-
ly to be a recovery center, that’s 
not our goal,” she said. “We 
want to be broader, a bigger 
umbrella — we’ll be able to get 
people tied into our food bank, 
so we can feed people. We want 
to be able to connect resources 
to the recovering community, 
whether it’s meetings or food 
or whatever, whatever we can 
do — getting them into rehabs 
if they need.”

She plans on having a Cele-
brate Recovery group, which 
is a Bible-based program, and 
she’ll open then center for use 
by women’s groups.

“I had one woman ap-
proach me about having 
something for divorced wom-
en,” she said. “She said, ‘I’m 
newly divorced. I don’t know 
how to change a tire. I don’t 
know how to fix plumbing. I 
don’t know who to call.”

The Women’s Resource 
Center is a work in progress 
and O’Malley is still in the 
process of evaluating what 
the community needs are.

“Post COVID, we know 
addiction numbers are 
up,” she said. “We know 
fentanyl is killing people. 
We know opiates are more 
problematic. What’s hap-
pening? How do we meet 
the needs? It’s not just us 
deciding what the needs 
are. We have to listen to the 
community to see where 
the needs are.”
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martinbeckercarlson.com

Proudly serving
Dickinson County

Martin-

Becker-Carlson

Danner

Londeen-Overlease

Funeral Homes
WWIITTHH  OOUURR

GGRRAATTIITTUUDDEE  AATT

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASSTTIIMMEE

aass  wwee  cceelleebbrraattee  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhaatt  vveerryy
      fifirrsstt  NNooeell,,  wwee  wwiisshh  yyoouu  aanndd  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy
          eexxcceeeeddiinngg  ggrreeaatt  jjooyy  tthhiiss  hhoolliiddaayy  sseeaassoonn..

WWee  ffeeeell  bbotothh  hhononororeedd  aanndd  bbllesessseedd  ttoo  
sserervvee  oourur  mmaannyy  ccususttomomeersrs  lliikkee  yyoouu!!

HHeerriinnggttoonn  HHeeaattiinngg,,  CCoooolliinngg  &&  PPlluummbbiinngg

JJeeffff  &&  CChhrrisis  LLeeddyy,,
AlAliicciiaa,,  DDaammiieenn,,  RRiicchharardd,,  

JJonon,,  &&  JJerereemmyy

Special to the DCNT

BATON ROUGE, LA — 
Adara James of Abilene, 
was recently initiated into 
The Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi, the nation’s 
oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate 
honor society. James was 
initiated at Washburn Uni-
versity.

James is among approx-
imately 25,000 students, 
faculty, professional staff 
and alumni to be initiated 
into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by in-
vitation only and requires 
nomination and approv-
al by a chapter. Only the 
top 10 percent of seniors 
and 7.5 percent of juniors 
are eligible for member-
ship. Graduate students in 
the top 10 percent of the 

number of candidates for 
graduate degrees may also 
qualify, as do faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni 
who have achieved schol-
arly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was 
founded in 1897 under 
the leadership of under-
graduate student Marcus 
L. Urann who had a desire 
to create a different kind 
of honor society: one that 
recognized excellence in 
all academic disciplines. 
Today, the Society has 
chapters on more than 325 
campuses in the United 
States, its territories and 
the Philippines. Its mission 
is “To recognize and pro-
mote academic excellence 
in all fields of higher ed-
ucation and to engage the 
community of scholars in 
service to others.”

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public  
Information Coordinator

Applications are being ac-
cepted for the County Weed 
Directors Association of Kan-
sas  Scholarship program.

At least four $500 scholar-
ships will be awarded for the 
fall semester to high school 
seniors majoring in agricul-
ture or a plant science-related 
field at an accredited Kansas 
college. 

In 2021, a $1,500 schol-
arship was awarded to each 
senior selected.

The County Weed Direc-
tors Association of Kansas is 
a professional organization 
that provides training and as-
sistance for the 105 weed di-
rectors in Kansas. The organi-
zation wants to help prepare 
students for careers in the 
agriculture/agronomy indus-
try and increase awareness 
of county weed departments’ 
role in local government.

Eligible applicants must 
possess the following: Be a 
Kansas high school senior; 
have a grade point average of 
3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale; 
attend a Kansas college or 
university for the fall semes-
ter enrolled as a full-time stu-
dent with at least 12 hours; 
and major in agriculture or 
plant science field (prefer-
ence to agronomy and plant 
science).

Applicants must submit 
a copy of the student’s high 
school transcript signed by a 
school official and must have 

two letters of recommenda-
tion.

Applications are available 
at http://www.cwdak.org

All applications must 
be able to be printed on an 
8½x11 sheet of paper.

Completed applications 
must be sent to Mixie Vance, 
chairman of the Scholarship 
Committee, 1400 Communi-
ty Drive, Seneca, KS 66538. 
The deadline is Feb. 1. 

Scholarships will be 
awarded in early fall after 
verification of enrollment.

CWDAK awards tries to 
award scholarships to one 
student from each of the orga-
nization’s five districts from 
across the state, said Schol-
arship Committee Chairman 
Vance. She is the Nemaha 
County Noxious Weed direc-
tor.

“We love the idea of pro-
moting and helping kids be 
in agriculture and happy to go 
out and help raise money for 
them,” Vance said.

Funding
The CWDAK holds a live 

auction during its annual 
meeting and sells raffle tick-
ets to the general public for 
various items and cash priz-
es. The organization also will 
take donations from those in-
terested in contributing. 

For more information 
about the scholarship or mak-
ing a donation, contact Vance 
at nmcoweeds@rainbowt4el.
net or Dickinson County 
Environmental Services Di-
rector Derek Norrick at dnor-
rick@dkcoks.gov 

Weed directors 
offer scholarship

Student inducted 
into honor Society

UNSUNG Continued from P. 1

Learn More
The Cedar House is 

a 501-C-3 organiza-
tion. To learn more visit 
https://cedarhouse.org/

The Unsung He-
roes: Taking Kansas by 
Storm can be viewed at: 
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=_qm-
W8oyUj-o

Herington Herington 
Herington wrestlers com-

peted several tournaments 
this month. Results listed 
by name, age group, weight 
group and place.

Gene White Memorial  
Tournament, Emporia  

Dec. 12. 
 Riley Egbert 6 and under 

49A 5th
Brecken Lawrenz 6 and 

under 52A 1st
Huntin Herpich 6 and un-

der  61 3rd  
Evan Lawrenz 8 and under 

67B DNP
Casen Matthews 8 and un-

der 80-82 DNP
Jaxton Lawrenz 10 and 

under 61 DNP
Chrispen Matthews 10 

and under 82 DNP
Jesse Williams 10 and un-

der 85 3rd
Damian King 10 and un-

der 85 4th
Reid Griffiths 12 and un-

der 130 2nd
Dakarai Melcher 12 and 

under HWT 4th
Jocelyn Lawrenz Elemen-

tary Girls 3rd
2021 Raider Classic 

Wamego Dec. 4
Benson Eggleston 106 

3rd

Colson McIntyre 126 2nd
Cameron Svitak 138 6th
Trenton Nuss 170 11th
Peyton Taylor 285 6th
 

Bulldog Jamboree – Cot-
tonwood Falls Dec. 9

Kennedy Idleman 138 4th
Colson McIntyre 126 1st
Cameron Svitak 138 1st
Trenton Nuss 170B 4th
 

Onaga High School Wres-
tling Tournament – Ona-

ga Dec. 11
Kennedy Idleman 138 3rd
Colson McIntyre 126 2nd
Cameron Svitak 138 4th
Trenton Nuss 170 8th

CentreCentre
Centre hosted Rural 

Vista Dec. 17. 
“Playing the same team 

twice in 10 days is al-
ways difficult,” said Cen-
tre Coach Kane Hensley 
It took us a while to get 
started but we still got a 
nice win. We really need 
to start focusing on re-
bounding better on the 
defensive end and work 
on our patience on of-
fense. The girls played 
hard and did what need-
ed to be done to go home 
with a league win.”

WrestlingWrestling

• John Hultgren, health 
department and Emer-
gency Medical Services 
director, told commission-
ers a food drive is sched-
uled for Dec. 18 at Barnes 
Heartland Foods in Her-
ington and proceeds will 
be donated to the Family 
Resource Exchange Food 
Pantry. A food drive was 
held Dec. 4 at West’s 
Country Mart in Abilene 
that bought in 1,686 food 
items and $336 for the 
Abilene Area Food and 
Clothing Bank.

Hultgren said he had trav-
eled to Linn, Missouri to 
check the status of a new am-
bulance being built. While 
the ambulance looked good, 
a couple items were found 
that needed to be changed. 
The ambulance is scheduled 

to be finished by the last 
week of January.

Officials at the plant noted 
they were “very busy” with 
numerous calls from people 
looking for trucks. Hultgren 
said any order placed now 
would not be delivered until 
two years out in 2023. Any 
order placed at the end of 
January 2022 would be sub-
ject to 2024 prices.

“That’s something to con-
sider as we move down the 
road and look at replacement 
of vehicles,” Hultgren said.

As for COVID vaccines, 
Hultgren said 180 people 
received COVID booster 
shots during a Dec. 3 clinic 
at the Holm West building in 
Abilene. COVID-19 booster 
clinics are on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at the health depart-
ment and pediatric COVID 

clinics are on Thursdays, all 
by appointment. Flu shots 
also are available.
• New County Clerk 

Jeanie Livingston reported 
that her office is busy train-
ing new people and doing 
year end reports.
• Budget Director Janelle 

Dockendorf said she will 
present two 2021 budget 
amendments for the di-
version fund and Detroit 
sewer fund at an upcoming 
meeting to close out the 
fiscal year. Expenses for 
both funds were higher than 
expected. The sewer fund 
included the placement of 
a small shed at the site for 
equipment.
• Cindy McDonald, Dick-

inson County district court 
clerk, said interviews for the 
district magistrate position 

are planned for Jan. 14 in 
Geary County since Dick-
inson County Court current-
ly does not have a suitable 
place to hold interviews. As 
of Thursday, there were no 
applicants. Former Magis-
trate Keith Collett left the 
post after he was appointed 
as an Eighth Judicial District 
Judge in October.
• Jill Martinson, 4-H 

youth development agent 
with Chisholm Trail Exten-
sion district which includes 
Dickinson and Marion 
counties, said the local of-
fice was busy with Senior 
Health Insurance Counseling 
of Kansas; the annual 4-H 
banquet, held at Chapman 
High School in November 
honored 183 individuals; 
and various classes are being 
offered.

COUNTY Continued from P. 3

family home in Abilene 
where General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was reared is to 
be preserved, along with all 
its contents, as the center of a 
one-million-dollar memorial 
to the World War II hero 
and all members of the 
United States Armed Forces. 
This was announced a few 
days ago by C. M. Harger, 
president of the Eisenhower 
Memorial Foundation, who 
said that when completed, 
the memorial will include 
the entire block in which 
the two-story frame house is 

located. General Eisenhower 
and his four brothers have 
agreed to deed the house and 
grounds to the Foundation. 
Suitable memorials will also 
be erected to the mother, 
Mrs. Ida S. Eisenhower, and 
the father, D. J. Eisenhower. 
Both are buried in the 
Abilene cemetery. 

The project is to be 
financed wholly through 
contributions. Kansas 
industry has taken the lead 
in a fund-raising campaign 
and approximately $50,000 
already has been contributed 

by citizens of Dickinson 
County.

50 years ago, 1971
RECORD MAILING 

LAST MONDAY  — The 
volume in the Christmas card 
business was up at the Her-
ington Post Office according 
to George Kohls, postmaster. 
Last Monday, over 9,000 
cards were mailed from the 
Herington office to make 
it the biggest day thus far 
this year and was believed 
to have exceeded last yearís 
biggest day. The remaining 

five days of the week ac-
counted for 7,000 or better 
cancellations each day. Kohls 
thought Monday might set 
a new record in mailings in 
the morning, but it fell short 
of about 1,000 cards of the 
previous Monday’s business. 
Monday’s incoming mail, 
cards, and Christmas parcels, 
accounted for a heavy work 
load in the office.

Herington Historical 
Society & Museum, 800 
S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday.

HISTORY Continued from P. 4

Thank you 
to our puzzle 

sponsors. 
For informa-

tion about spon-
soring please 
call the Dick-
inson County 
News-Times at 
(785) 366-6186 
or email office@ 
dickinsonnews-
times.com

http://www.cwdak.org
https://cedarhouse.org
https://www.youtube
www.facebook.com/dcntkansas
www.times.com
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 

can depend on
You can count on Heil® heating 

systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Classified
 Animals/Livestock

Use Xylecide® anti-fun-

gal shampoo to treat ring-

worm on dogs & horses. 

Eliminates shedding & dog-

gy odor. At Orscheln Farm 

& Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

For Sale

Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 

for only $300/ week. Find 

employees, sell your home 

or your car. Call the Kansas 

Press Association @ 785-

271-5304 today! 

Misc.

Winfield Isle of Lights 
One of the best Christmas 

Light Displays in the na-

tion! Open Nightly 6:00 PM 

- 10:00 PM Now - Decem-

ber 30, 2021 http://www.is-

leoflights.org/

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Ameri-

ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 

Movers. Let us take the 

stress out of moving!  Speak 

to a Relocation Specialist, 

call 888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 

& Shades. FREE in-home 

estimates make it conve-

nient to shop from home. 

Professional installation.  

Top quality - Made in the 

USA.  Call for free consul-

tation:  844-740-0117.  Ask 

about our specials!
It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Day shift nurse

FT Day shift C.N.A.

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

785-366-6186 or785-366-6186 or

Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY

SERVICES

HVAC

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

SEASONAL

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Built Stronger. Looks Better. Lasts Longer.

HORSE BARNS  |  GARAGES  |  HOMES  |  SHOPS

800-447-7436
mortonbuildings.com

Visit our website and YouTube channel to view 
thousands of projects and testimonials!

©2021 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.

VETERINARY

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-980-0025 

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write 

off for your taxes. Running 

or not!  All conditions ac-

cepted.  Free pickup.  Call 

for details. 844-268-9386

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS!  
Save your money on your 

Medicare supplement plan. 

FREE QUOTES from top 

providers. Excellent cover-

age. Call for a no obligation 
quote to see how much you 

can save! 855-587-1299

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial 

Aid Available for those who 
qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER and 60+ 

years old? Call now! You 

and your family may be en-

titled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 866-

327-2721 today. Free Con-

sultation. No Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-

thor submission kit!  Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 

855-939-2090

Want a place in our directory?Want a place in our directory?

Call or E-mail us for more details.Call or E-mail us for more details.

NOW LEASING
1100 N. Broadway St. Herington, KS

HOMESTEAD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS

For more information contact Mgr. Lori Dornbusch
(785)258-2956 • Lori.Hilltop@yahoo.com

• 1 and 2 bedroom units
• Laundry hookups
• Snow removal & lawn care
• All utilities included plus cable

• Appliances furnished
• Single detached garage
• Pet with pet deposit
• Clubhouse on site

Extra, extra big thanks 
to all of our readers and 
advertisers this holiday 
season! We really 
appreciate your 
continued support.

We’d like to take a 
moment to wish 
everyone a
Merry Christmas  
and a prosperous
New Year. 

Delivering  Our 

Very Best
At Christmastime 

& All Year

Dale, Gail, Savannah, Lauren, Anna

May 2022 bring plenty of
good news for you and yours.

www.salemhomeks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.stevecrichton.com
www.leoflights.org
www.mortonbuildings.com
www.mortonbuildings.com/licenses
www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.kvkinc.biz
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although 60 to 90 mph 
gusts were commonplace.

With the winds came 
wildfires and a dust storm 
in the Western portion of 
the state and widespread 
damage.

“The wind was relentless 
throughout the day,” Smith 
said. “Then the storm front 
going through increasing 
the wind two-fold — it was 
just crazy. We had a lot of 
personal property damage 
across the county. Luckily, 
we didn’t have any injuries.”

Roofs were torn up, trees 
and powerlines came down 
and personal property took 
flight. Besides Christmas 
decorations and trash cans, 
several trampolines were 
reported to have taken to 
the air.

“Why people would buy 
a trampoline in the state of 
Kansas and not tie it down, 
I don’t understand,” he said.  
“Everybody’s trampoline 
(that wasn’t tied down) got 
destroyed.”

In Lincoln County, which 
is close to where the highest 
wind speed was recorded, 
downed powerlines was the 
bulk of the problems resi-
dents had to deal with said 
Undersheriff Luke Sanders. 

In the City of Lincoln, on 
Fifth Street, he said pow-
er poles snapped and were 
held up by the wires and the 
wind was strong enough to 
bend a metal light pole that 
was bolted into the cement.

“We had several people 
have sheds blown over but 
mostly it was just a lot of 
power lines down and a lot 
of people without power,” he 
said. We had a couple acci-
dents on the Interstate in our 
county that Kansas Highway 
Patrol handled with semis 
rolling over because of the 
wind. But as far as big fires 

or anything, we really didn’t 
have a whole lot of that. We 
had a couple powerlines that 
sparked but I think we kind 
of got the good end of the 
stick compared to neighbor-
ing counties.”

Two semis traveling 
through Lincoln County 
blew over — one on I-70 
at milepost 229 and another 
on Highway 14. They were 
two of several that met the 
same fate across the state. 

In addition to coun-
ty crews, city emergency 
workers tried to keep up 
with the mounting calls of 
damage and power outages.

Herington
In Herington, several 

large trees were uprooted 
and the city Christmas tree 
was blown over.

“We had a pole down 
that had a live wire … near 
Father Padilla Trail,” said 
Branden Dross, city man-
ager. “We had one of our 
big trees also … collapse 
on the bridge.”

Falling trees also caused 
damage at the cemetery 
where headstones were 
knocked over. While other 
parts of the county dealt 
with power outages, Her-
ington fared rather well, 
with most residents having 
electricity restored by 10 
p.m. that night, Dross said. 

“A lot of people are grate-
ful that we have our own 
electricity here,” he said. 

Chapman
In Chapman city crews 

spent the day and evening 
addressing nearly 15 sepa-
rate electricity issues, said 
Liz Berg Director Of Public 
Works and Parks

“Between fuses blown 
and trees down on lines that 
we had to get fixed and trees 

on lines that started sparking 
— there were tons of electri-
cal issues,” Berg said. “We 
had a former employee of 
the city who was a lineman 
volunteer to help us.”

She said as the lines were 
coming down she reached 
out to Steve Blacketer and 
asked if he would be will-
ing to help. Blacketer had 
worked for the city before so 
he was familiar with the sys-
tem and employees. Crews 
worked until after midnight 
but by the time they went 
home, there were only three 
houses without power.

“It was a lot of hard work 
from our staff, but we were 
able to get citizens the ser-
vices that they needed,” she 
said. “I was so pleased and 
so proud of every single one 
of our staff members because 
it was honestly like watching 
a well-oiled machine. I was 
just really impressed with 
everybody that we had — 
they did an incredible job.”

City employees pitched 
in wherever they were 
needed, even if the task 
wasn’t in their job descrip-
tion, she said. 

“Leaves clogged up 
storm drains so the police 
cleared out the storm drains 
for us,” she said. 

While trying to keep up 
with the powerlines and 
monitor the water treat-
ment plant to ensure pow-
er didn’t go out there, the 
wind tore the roofing of a 
city building and destroyed 
air conditioners that were in 
the walls, she said. 

Solomon
Good timing kept Solo-

mon from experiencing the 
brunt of power outages like 
their neighbors in Abilene.

Mayor Hunter McMil-
len said tree damage was 

the city’s number one issue; 
however, about two weeks 
before the storm DS&O 
went through town cutting 
limbs, which posed a danger 
to the lines.

“We took around 60 loads 
of trees from powerlines and 
we only lost power for about 
an hour,” McMillen said. 
“Talk about perfect timing on 
DS&O and the city’s part.”

They lost one set of 
bleachers at the park but all-
in-all the city fared well, he 
said. The day following the 
storm people rallied together 
and helped move tree limbs 
and clean up yards.

“We kind of got lucky in 
that sense that there wasn’t 
a need to run around and 
cut trees off the hous-
es,” he said. “One house 
that I help at had about a 
three-foot piece of wood 
in her roof and we cut it 
out. That was the only one 
that I helped that had roof 
damage. I’m sure we have 
some shingles missing and 
couple of metal sheds got 
bent — other than that. I 
can’t believe we survived 
as well as we did.”

Abilene
City crews in Abilene 

heeded the warnings put 
out by the National Weath-
er Service in the days prior 
to Dec. 15.

Ron Marsh, Abilene city 
manager said the city crews 
tried to secure loose items 
ahead of the storm

“Our fire department 
prepped for what we knew 
would be brushfires from 
the high winds,” he said. 
“Our public works guys got 
the equipment prepped and 
ready — just made sure that 
everything was running.”

The city ended up with 
six fire-related calls, but 

nothing that got out of 
control. Besides wide-
spread power outages, 
the city saw a lot of tree 
damage.

“It was mainly trees and 
fences and there are some 
houses that suffered some 
external damage but mainly 

trees, fences, and anything 
not tied down,” he said. 

In speaking with Abilene 
residents, he said he has heard 
a lot of appreciation the pub-
lic has for the firefighters, po-
lice and public works crew.

“They did a phenomenal 
job,” he said. 

STORMS Continued from P. 1

1. City crews in Chapman worked throughout the day Dec. 15 to keep electricity going to their customers. By the time they quit for the day, sometime after mid-
night, all but three houses had power. 2. Sheds, car ports and other small structures took a beating as winds topped 70 to 80 miles per hour. 3. Jean Detrich said if 
anyone is missing their tomato cage, she has it. “I’ll be checking the lost and found ads to find out who’s missing a tomato cage. As I was driving home from work 
on Highway 40 in the horrific winds, I heard a thump but didn’t realize until I was in my garage that something impaled itself into the bumper of my Red Tomato Toy-
ota Corolla. Please come and get it, and bring tools! Detrich said. “Does this mean I’ll have a bumper crop of tomatoes next year?” 4. Roofs all around the county 
took a beating. Some places just had shingles blown off while other, like the Aid Station in Chapman lost portions of the roof. See more photos on page 9.

Special to the DCNT

TOPEKA — Following 
the Dec. 15 wind and wild-
fire damage across large 
swaths of the state, Kansas 
Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt is urging local 
residents to proceed with 
caution to avoid scams by 
fraudulent contractors.

“After storm damage, 
our instinct is to clean up 
and make repairs as quickly 
as possible,” Schmidt said. 
“Unfortunately, fraudulent 
contractors often rush into 
storm-damaged areas to take 
advantage of local residents 
in their time of need. It’s im-
portant to keep your guard up 
to avoid becoming victim-
ized again by a scammer.”

 In particular, Schmidt re-
minded residents that, with 
few exceptions, roofing con-
tractors operating in Kansas 
are required to register with 
the attorney general’s office. 
The requirement to register 
with the attorney general’s 
office is in addition to any 
other local requirements that 
may be imposed by cities or 
counties. The online direc-
tory of registrations is avail-
able at www.InYourCorner-
Kansas.org.

The attorney general’s 
office also recommends the 

following tips in dealing 
with any transient contrac-
tors, including roofers:
• Get recommendations 

and references.
• Get at least three writ-

ten estimates from different 
contractors.
• Check contractor com-

plaint records with the Bet-
ter Business Bureau.
• Understand your pay-

ment options and right to 
cancel.
• Be sure your contractor 

is insured.
• Document all agree-

ments in writing, including 
a written contract detailing 
the scope of work, the qual-
ity of materials that will be 
used, warranties, timetables, 
the names of any subcon-
tractors, the total price of 
the job, and the schedule of 
payments.

Kansans who have prob-
lems with roofing contrac-
tors or other companies 
that follow storms may file 
a request for the attorney 
general’s Consumer Protec-
tion Division to investigate 
at (800) 432-2310 or http://
www.inyourcornerkansas.
org/. The attorney general re-
quests that Kansans prompt-
ly report any unregistered 
person or company attempt-
ing to sell roofing services.

Attorney General  
cautions about scams

High winds leave path of destruction across county

Liz Berg | Courtesy photo

 Jean Detrich | Courtesy photo

 Carrie Sprouse | Courtesy photo

  Shelly Jones | Courtesy photo
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www.kansas.org
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  Shelly Jones | Courtesy photo

Emilee Morgan | Courtesy photo

Amanda R. Brown | Courtesy photo

  Robert Edleston | Courtesy photo

 Branden Dross | Courtesy photo

5. High winds started blowing in the morning not letting up until well into the night. During the evening a strong line of thunderstorms sparked tornado warnings in 
several counties including Dickinson when a funnel cloud was spotted near Chapman. This storm photo was captured in Herington. Large established trees that dot 
the landscape at area cemeteries came crashing down at the Hope Cemetery shown in photo 6 and at the cemetery in Abilene, photo 7, where headstones were 
knocked over. 8. Besides power outages, downed trees and destroyed roofs, some businesses, like this one in Herington had their windows blown out by the wind. 
9. Robert and Brenda Edleston were among the many who found outbuildings destroyed. The couple lost their hay shed on Union Road.

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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First Baptist Church, 624 N. 
Jefferson St., Junction City

Dec. 24, 5:30 p.m. — 
Blanket drive dedication 
and Christmas Eve service. 
Parishioners collected blan-
kets from Nov. 20 through 
Dec. 23. Those blankets 
will be dedicated to the 
Lord and for His use at 
the Christmas Service. She 
brought forth her firstborn 
Son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths.   Luke 
2:7, 12 (NKJV)
Wakefield United Methodist 

Church, 406 Sixth St., 
Dec. 24, 5 p.m. — Carol-

ing, Communion and Can-
dlelight

Wilsey United Methodist 
Church, 219 N. Seventh St.

Dec. 24 — 11 p.m. — 
Candlelight service. Dress 
casually and bring kids in 
their pajamas ready for 
bed. 

The service will be led 
by The Rev. Brenda Da-
vids, and all are welcome 
to visit the country church 
for Christmas.

Dickinson County News-Times is excited to offer you the 
opportunity to show off your bundle of joy!

On Thursday, January 20, 2022, we will publish our annual 
page featuring 2021 babies born in Dickinson county.

We are honored to provide you with this valuable keepsake 
that can be shared with family & friends for years to come!

Baby’s Information:

Baby’s Name: __________________________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________________________, 2021

Parents: ______________________________________________

Siblings: ______________________________________________

Grandparents: _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Great Grandparents: ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Your Contact Information:

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Phone #: ______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

$14 PER BABY DISPLAY

Please send completed form, photo, and payment to DCNT via:
Mail or Drop-off: 6 South Broadway, Herington, KS 67449

Email: dcnewstimes@outlook.com
If you mail a photo and need it returned, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Baby entries are due by 3:00 p.m. 
on January 10, 2022

BABIESBABIESooff  22002211

Services Continued from P. 1

One reason for the long-
time span between updates 
is because the county has not 
changed significantly over 
the last 14 years.

While the responsibility 
for completing the update 
primarily rests on Hamil-
ton’s shoulders, a five-mem-
ber comprehensive plan 
steering committee — com-
prised of various county res-
idents — has been oversee-
ing the process.

Public involvement
Steering committee meet-

ings are open to the public, 
as are planning commission 
meetings. The next meeting 
is 11:30 p.m., Jan. 26 in the 
Dickinson County Health 
Department meeting room. 

At that time, the commit-
tee will address the survey 
results. 

“The public has an oppor-
tunity to give some input on 
the comprehensive plan and 
the steering committee can 
use it for review as well,” 
Hamilton said.

Besides the steering 
committee working on the 
comprehensive plan, all 
Dickinson County zoning 
decisions are reviewed by 
the planning commission. 
While the northern part of 
the county is well repre-
sented on the commission, 
Hamilton said he’s always 
looking for people from the 
southern portion who are 
interested in serving. Inter-
ested individuals can contact 
him at 785-263-4464.

As Hamilton prepared 
to solicit public input for 
the update, the pandemic 

propelled the decision to 
use an online survey rather 
than face-to-face public 
meetings. 

“With the pandemic a lot 
of people are still hesitant to 
do anything in public like 
that,” he explained.

Timeframe
Completing the compre-

hensive plan is expected 
to take six to eight months. 
Hamilton believes the new 
document will be ready for 
county commission approv-
al by summer of 2022. 

While examining the var-
ious chapters of the plan is 
time consuming, Hamilton 
said the hardest part is up-
dating the census informa-
tion. The information for the 
2007 plan, currently being 
used, came from 2000 cen-
sus data.

After the information is 
gathered, Hamilton will 
meet with the county’s GIS 
(Geographic Information 
System) department to up-
date future land use maps in-
cluded in the comprehensive 
plan. The maps show areas 
with growth potential.

“The growth areas are 
where the utilities are, locat-
ed next to the roadways,” he 
explained. “That’s the areas 
with the highest potential for 
development.”

While the comprehensive 
plan is the guiding force for 
planning and zoning staff 
it’s also a document for the 
public’s use. People doing 
various types of research, 
including those working for 
companies that might want 
to locate in Dickinson Coun-

ty, first examine the compre-
hensive plan.

“You have to have a really 
good map,” Hamilton said. 
“Half of getting your point 
across is the map. The other 
is the goals and objectives in 
the plan.”

The plan also includes an 
implementation strategy that 
consists of a timeline which 
prioritizes short-term, me-
dium-term and long-term 
projects. A medium-term 
project may take five to 10 
years, while a long-term 
might be 30 years out.

“Implementation helps 
the county commission 
know how to budget for cer-
tain things or what to expect 
in terms of development. 
They know what’s on the ra-
dar for them in making land 
use policies, whether that 
involves zoning, updates to 
zoning or any other chang-
es,” Hamilton said.

Zoning is always one of 
the first things to change 
after a new comprehensive 
plan is adopted. Zoning 
and subdivision regulations 
change to match the goals 
and objectives in the plan.

 “I like to emphasize to 
people that the document 
is your plan,” he said. “The 
comprehensive plan is the 
meat and potatoes of land 
use, zoning regulations and 
everything else. The more 
input I can get from the pub-
lic, the better.”

Anyone with questions 
regarding the comprehen-
sive plan, zoning, the survey 
or other topics may contact 
Hamilton by calling (785) 
263-4464.

SURVEY Continued from P. 2

The county has been working on updating 
the flood plain maps for several years now. A 
number of meetings were held countywide 
with, now retired, County Engineer John 
Gough leading the process.

“John was extremely instrumental in guid-
ing us through that process,” Homman said. 
“It was nice to have an engineer on our side 
who has experience on water issues.” 

Homman said county residents will benefit 
from having accurate flood plain maps.

During a meeting in Solomon, county of-
ficials asked residents to bring photographs, 
film and other documentation that showed 
what the floods looked like in the 1950s, 1993, 
2006 and other years.

“The maps didn’t match what took place,” 
Homman said. “So, we got that adjusted to 
our favor and a lot of places were taken out of 
the flood zone.”

Anyone with questions regarding their 
property and whether or not it is in the flood 
plain can contact Tim Hamilton, planning and 
zoning administrator, at 785-263-4464.

911 Advisory Board reboots
After several years of inactivity, Dickinson 

County is rebooting the 911 Advisory Board 
in 2022. Once it begins meeting, one of the 
first items of business will be switching over 
to the state radio system, County Administra-
tor Homman.

The board includes the sheriff, police and 
fire chiefs from Abilene, Chapman and Her-
ington, the county’s emergency management 
and EMS directors, other appointed represen-
tatives and a member at large appointed by the 
county commission.

Commissioners appointed Paul Froelich, 
retired public works director for the city of 
Enterprise, for the member at large position.

Budget check

Budget director Janelle Dockendorf said, 
for the most part, all departments were doing 
okay budget-wise as the year ends. 

She said Sheriff Jerry Davis was watching 
expenses closely. The department used a sig-
nificant amount of its budget authority this 
year for training, equipment and other needs 
discovered by new sheriff Davis and his staff 
after he took office in January 2021. 

Health department revenue is down this 
year mostly due to COVID because the de-
partment has not been able to offer all the vari-
ous clinics and services it usually has provided 
for the public, Dockendorf said.

Other
County Counselor Doug Thompson said his 

staff continues to move forward with service 
and other documentation preparing for the 
annual sale of property with delinquent taxes. 

Homman reported that Kaw Valley Engi-
neering had provided an updated estimate to 
redo the health department parking lot. Last 
week Homman reported the estimate was 
way lower than the only bid which came in. In 
checking with the engineering firm, they said 
they had bid it as if it were “normal times,” 
which it is not, due to skyrocketing costs.

Commissioners set a public hearing for the 
Jan. 27 meeting to declare three miles of road 
as minimum maintenance: A section from 
1700 and Yard Road to 1800 and Yard Road 
and two miles on Sage Road from 1400 to 
1600 Avenue. 

Homman said declaring a road minimum 
maintenance is something the county has 
done many times before and it is not as crit-
ical as vacating a road “where once you give 
it up you can’t get it back,” he said. “If you 
do minimum maintenance and 10 years down 
the road something develops you can convert 
it back pretty easily.”

TAX Continued from P. 2

Adult decoration winners, 
first place Vickie Woods, 
Rudolph sugar cookies; sec-
ond place, Kayla Molenaar, 
Ike-themed sugar cookies; 
third place, Janette Froelich, 
mugs, mittens and marsh-
mallows sugar cookies

Youth presentation win-
ners, first place, Tripp 

Woods, elf cookies; second 
place Annalee Greene, dec-
orated sugar cookies; third 
place, Tessa Haybarker, gin-
gersnap cookies

Youth tase winners, first 
place, Leah Scherberger, 
Oreo white chocolate pudding 
peppermint cookies; second 
place, Max Dixon, pyraniki 

Russian Christmas cookie; 
third place Mae Greene, choc-
olate chip cookies

Youth decorated winners, 
first place, Annalee Greene, 
decorated sugar cookies; 
second place, Carina Greene, 
decorated sugar cookies, 
third place Caylee Jones, 
decorated sugar cookies.

COOKIE Cont. from P. 5

Courtesy photo
Christened Kraus, playing the role of Mother Mary holds 
Noah Gentry, while Zach Kraus looks on during a live 
nativity at Faith Lutheran Church of Abilene Dec. 5.

BBaarrnneess
Monday - Saturday 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Sunday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

119 N. Broadway • Herington, KS   

785-258-3213

WWiisshhiinngg  oouurr  ccuussttoommeerrss  aa  
vveerryy  MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass!!

With best wishes at the 

holiday season, and a 

heartfelt Thank You for 

your loyal patronage 

all year long! 

“Let us help you with party platters!”

Your Holiday Baking Headquarters!

www.qualityoflifecoalltion.org

