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What would happen if 
Abilene took a direct hit from 
an EF-5 tornado that de-
stroyed a big part of the city?

That was the scenario lo-
cal officials and a number 
of area Emergency Man-
agement directors faced 
during a “tabletop” exer-
cise held in November at 
the Emmanuel Church in 
Abilene. 

The multi-state tornado 
that killed about 100 people 
over the weekend reiterates 
the need for such exercises.

The fictional disaster 
was limited to discussion 
and problem solving. Par-
ticipants included players, 
observers, facilitators and 
evaluators. The exercise 
allowed participants an 
opportunity to evaluate 
current response concepts, 
plans and capabilities if a 
similar situation occurred.

Pre-planning for a disas-
ter is essential, said Dick-
inson County Emergen-

cy Management Director 
Chancy Smith.

“It’s happened here be-
fore and it can happen 
again,” Smith said.

Smith is referring to the June 
11, 2008, tornado that devas-

tated much of Chapman and a 
second long-track tornado on 
May 25, 2016, that traveled 
west to east across the north-
ern part of Dickinson County, 
stopping just short of hitting 
Chapman a second time.

Smith said Dickinson 
County is fortunate to have a 
number of experienced peo-
ple who went through both 
real tornado events. That 
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Lady Irish host 
their first ever girls 
dual. Read how 
they did and how 
the boys team fared 
on page 10
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Christmas fills Sunflower Hotel
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor 

The hours of work that 
Sherry Shepher put into 
decorating the Sunflower 
Hotel for Christmas are 
paid off in the smiles and 
look of wonder she sees 

in the eyes of the guests 
and residents.

Shepherd has been in 
charge of maintenance at 
the apartment complex 
for 10 years but it’s more 
than just a job for her. 

“I love this building,” 
she said of the 1931 his-

toric building in down-
town Abilene. 

When she accepted the 
maintenance job, which 
included decorating, she 
had a large slate to express 
her love for the holidays.

The grand staircase 
leading to the mezzanine 

is decked out in style for 
the season with balls and 
baubles, stuffed animals, 
animatronics, and more. 

There are more than a 
dozen trees in the main 
entrance and one on every 

Lake plan starts 
coming together
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Herington and Dickinson 
County community mem-
bers learned details and 
shared their thoughts and 
idea at a Lake and Reservoir 
Master Plan community in-
put meeting Dec. 8.

More than 90 people 
showed up, which im-
pressed the representatives 
of Confluence, the compa-
ny tasked with developing 
a master plan, said Branden 
Dross, city manager.

“They mentioned that 
they do cities, probably 
two or three times the size 
of ours with less turnout,” 
Dross said. 

Even though he is pleased 
with the turnout he wants 
to encourage the younger 
generations, including those 
in high school, to attend the 

next meeting, which will 
be in about two months. 
He wants to give the young 
people a voice in the process 
and show them the city is 
committed to them.

During the informal gath-
ering, several concept pan-
els were put up with dozens 
of ideas. Attendees could 
put green dots on the ideas 
they liked and red dots on 
the ideas they did not view 
as viable for Herington 
Lake. Some of the boards 
featured activities while 
others showed different ar-
chitectural styles. People 
who participated showed 
a preference for things like 
a swimming beach and a 
pole-fishing area over water 
yoga or beach shelter rentals. 
There also wasn’t a lot of in-
terest in a water-race course 

By Kathy Hageman/
Dickinson County  
Public Information

Dickinson County stu-
dents can now attend 
school even if a close fam-
ily member is diagnosed 
with COVID-19.

During a special meet-
ing Dec. 9, the Dickinson 
County Board of Health 
approved a revision to the 
county’s COVID-19 guide-
lines for K-12 schools. The 
revision removed the re-
striction requiring students 
to quarantine when a fam-
ily member living in the 
same home was diagnosed 
as COVID positive.

The guidelines previ-
ously in place required 
students to remain out of  
school as long as anyone 
living in the home was 
sick. So, if the virus went 
through the family affect-
ing members one-by-one 
as sickness often does, the 
school age children had to 
stay home for the duration.

“Anytime a subsequent 
household person would 
come up positive it just 
added to that time,” said 
Dickinson County Health 
Department Director/Offi-
cer John Hultgren.

“So if you have a house-
hold of four to five people 
and they end up catching 
it from each other, any 
school children were out 
of school — sometimes 
for a month — which 
we’ve had situations like 
that,” Hultgren said.

To complicate the sit-
uation, the Kansas leg-
islature adopted House 
Bill 2134 earlier this year 
which prohibits Kan-
sas school districts from 
offering more than 40 
hours of remote learning 
to any student enrolled in 
in-person learning. The 
legislation went into ef-
fect July 1.

“They took away the 
ability for students to 
have remote learning at 
that time, so we have 
had some children in 
some pretty tough situ-
ations where they may 
fail courses based on the 
fact they missed a month 
where they were unable 
to attend school,” Hult-
gren said.

He showed commis-
sioners a chart comparing 
weekly COVID activity in 
the schools, which showed 

COVID-19 school 
guidelines revised

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Sherry Shepherd adjusts a toy puppy that is part of the large Christmas display she has created for guests and 
residents of the Sunflower Hotel in Abilene.

Courtesy photo
People interested in the plans for Herington Lake 
attended a public meeting Dec. 8 to share ideas and 
learn about the process for developing a master plan.

When disaster strikes: Officials 
receive tornado tabletop training 

Photo by Kathy Hageman/Dickinson County Public Information
Pam Kemp (standing), Clay County emergency management director, tells partici-
pants at a tabletop exercise things they need to consider during the first hours of a 
tornado emergency. The November “tabletop exercise” was divided into modules 
that explained key events which occurred during the particular time period. Follow-
ing each module, participants talked about how they would respond. 

See EXERCISE P. 8

See HOTEL P. 6

See LAKE P. 8

See SCHOOL P. 5

Irish WrestlingIrish Wrestling
County Trea-

surer Leah Hern 
addresses proper-
ty tax payments, 
which are due 
Dec. 20

Preparation is  
Imperative

The DCNT staff is excit-
ed about next week’s edition 
— We’ve got letters to San-
ta, Christmas drawings from 
children, holiday stories, and 
features for children on tap

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Sheriff’s Department
Nov. 22 to Dec. 6

Accidents
Nov. 25, 6:08 pm., 280 

Interstate 70, Luke Daniel 
Hoerter

Nov. 29, 6:35 p.m., 1700 
Old Highway 40, Allison 
Jean Davis-Webb

Nov. 29, 7:16 p.m., 700 
1700 Ave., Bonita Joan 
Hartzell

Nov. 23, 5:30 p.m., 3500 
Hawk Rd., Owen Blake 
Woodcox

Nov. 26, 6:27 p.m., 2000 
1600 Ave., Tanner Lee 
Hettenbach

Nov. 29, 4:34 a.m., 1200 
Jeep Rd. Leroy Richard 
Dungan
Reports
Nov. 29, 11:10 a.m., 115 

S. Court St., theft

Nov. 24, 2 p.m., 959 
Trail Rd., theft

Nov. 24, 10:25 a.m., 
Old Highway 40, sexual 
battery

Nov. 24, 2:04 p.m., 109 
E. First St., assault

Nov. 25, 9:27 p.m., 1700 
Avenue and Jeep Road, in-
toxicated driver

Nov. 25, 9:26 p.m., 105 
E. Main St., theft

Nov. 29, 1:23 p.m., 271 
Interstate 70, drug investi-
gation
Arrests
Nov. 30, 4:31 p.m., 109 

E. First St., Shaun Michael 
Brown, probation viola-
tion X2

Nov. 29, 11:37 p.m., 
3100 Highway 15, Jesus 
Miranda-Razo, operating 
a motor vehicle without a 
valid license, liability in-
surance coverage required, 
speeding

Nov. 26, 12:38 p.m., 109 
E. First St., Christy Alicia 
Shirack, failure to appear

Nov. 26, 12:30 p.m., 
602 Crestview Dr., Christy 
Alicia Shirack, failure to 
appear

Nov. 25, 10 p.m., 1700 
Jeep Rd. Sarah Elizabeth 
Brown, driving under the in-
fluence, improper driving on 
a laned road, driving on right 
side of roadway required

Nov. 29, 3 p.m. 109 E. 
First St., Michael Bryon 
Lorson, aggravated sexual 
battery

Nov. 29, 2:51 p.m.,109 
E. First St., Michael Bryon 
Lorson, indecent liberties 
with a child 14<16 years 
old, lewd fondling

Nov. 26, 8:30 a.m. 303 
W. Seventh St., Cathy Ann 
Hulse, possession of opi-
ate, opium, narcotic or cer-
tain stimulant.

Law Enforcement Report

Thursday, December 16, 2021

Fundraiser supports Ballou family

Courtesy photo
Employees of Memorial Health System wore blue jeans at work, in November, for a 
Jeans Day fundraiser. Employees who made a donation of at least $5 were allowed 
to wear blue jeans on Fridays in November. A donation of $1,015 was presented to 
Hayden Ballou, who is fighting against his second round of leukemia. To date, this 
is the largest donation made for Jeans Day by the employees of MHS. The Jeans 
Day was organized by the MHS Employer of Choice committee. Pictured in front, 
holding the check on the right, is Hayden’s mother, Ashley Ballou. Presenting the 
check is Billy Hansen, EOC committee member, along with additional members of 
the MHS EOC committee and other MHS employees showing support for Hayden 
and his family in their battle.

Employees raise most ever for Jeans Day 

Courtesy photo
Shirley and Frank Meyer pose with a bench sporting their names 
outside of the Family Resource Exchange in Herington Dec. 4. 
The FRE board of directors honored the couple and recognized 
them for their many years of service to the organization. Shirley 
had been the FRE board president for about 15 years. Pam Dalton 
FRE support coordinator said the couple “are lovely folks that have 
given us more than we can ever pay forward.”

Tribute presented to volunteers for 
their long dedication to organization

Courtesy photo
Santa plans to visit with children in and around Herington Dec. 23 and 24. He plans 
to drive his new sleigh and has scheduled stops for children to meet him. He has 
received enough donations of candy bars and candy canes to put together holiday 
treat bags to pass out; however, if anyone would like to donate additional items for 
they can drop their contribution off at the Tri-County Chamber of Commerce, call 
(785) 313-0412 or email drmmkr4@gmail.com. Santa’s schedule is Dec. 23, 8:30 
to 11 a.m. First Baptist Church, Herington; and from 1 to 3 p.m. he will drive around 
Hope and Woodbine. On Dec. 24 — noon to 1 p.m. driving around far west, north 
and south side of Herington; 1 to 1:20 p.m., hospital parking lot; 1:30 to 1:50 p.m., 
Father Padilla Park in front of the swimming pool; 2 to 2:20 p.m. corner of Broad-
way and Walnut near Kay’s Pharmacy; 2:30 to 2:50 p.m., in front of the library; 3 
to 3:20 p.m., in front of the police and fire department building; 3:30 to 3:50 p.m. 
Sweet Creations and Subway parking lot; then from 3:50 to dark Santa will drive 
around looking for children to give candy to before heading home and getting ready 
for his Christmas Eve activities.

Santa plans Christmas Eve visits

Staff report

A motion to dismiss 
charges against former 
Herington Police Chief 
John Matula and Assistant 
Chief Curtis Tyra was de-
nied by 8th Judicial Dis-
trict Court Judge Benjamin 
Sexton Dec. 8.

The case will move for-
ward. In announcing his 
decision, Sexton opened the 
door to the option of medi-
ation in the misdemeanor 
charges the two are fighting.

Matula was charged with 
trespassing and damage to 

property and has since re-
signed. Tyra was charged 
with trespassing and re-
mains on unpaid adminis-
trative leave. The charges 
stem from when they and 
Fire Chief Andrew Avan-
tagiato who was also the 
codes enforcement officer 
at the time, entered a con-
demned house in May.

Avantagiato condemned 
the house after being 
called in to inspect fol-
lowing the execution of 
a search warrant, which 
resulted in the discovery 
of a weapon, ammunition, 

and methamphetamines; 
however, the condemna-
tion signs were repeated-
ly removed. Knowing the 
history of the residence 
Avantagiato requested 
Matula clear the scene be-
fore he returned to repost 
the condemnation signs. 
After not getting a re-
sponse to knocking, Mat-
ula kicked in the door and 
he and Tyra entered and 
cleared the residence. At 
question is whether or not 
the two needed a search 
warrant before entering 
the premises. 

Judge denies motion to dismiss

Larry Marlin JohnsonLarry Marlin Johnson
May 31, 1937 - Dec. 7, 2021May 31, 1937 - Dec. 7, 2021

Larry Marlin John-
son, age 84, of Rog-
ers, Arkansas, passed 
away Tuesday Dec. 7, 
2021, in Rogers. 

He was born May 
31, 1937, in Burdick, 
the son of Alvin and 
Velma Tiemeier John-
son. He was preced-
ed in death by his 
parents and his wife 
Glena.

His lifelong commitment was to 
family, church and civic service. He 
had a 37-year career in manufacturing 
and environmental engineering.

He is survived by his children Jay 
and Cindy Johnson of Rogers.

Visitation will be 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Dec. 16, at Nelson-Berna Funeral 
Home Rogers. A memorial service will 
be held 10:30 a.m. Dec. 17 at Rogers 

Paul H. BackhusPaul H. Backhus
Aug. 8, 1933 - Dec. 8, 2021Aug. 8, 1933 - Dec. 8, 2021

Paul H. Backhus, 88, passed away 
Dec. 8, 2021 at Hillsboro Communi-
ty Hospital in Hillsboro. He was born 
August 8, 1933 at rural Tampa to Wil-
liam and Martha (Meyer) Backhus. He 
married Edna Rhode Jan. 25, 1953 in 
Tampa. 

Survivors include his wife, Edna 
Backhus of Tampa; son, Brad Backhus 
of Tampa; daughter, Bev Reid of 
Marion County Lake; sisters, Ruth 

Taylor, Alice Yoachum, Lydia Evans; 
two grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Predeceased by brothers, 
Vic Backhus, Alvin Backhus, Martin 
Bankhus; sisters, Emma Paulson, 
Mildred Bernhardt. Funeral Service 
was Dec. 13 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Tampa officiated by Rev. 
Clark M. Davis. Interment was at 
Tampa Lutheran cemetery of Tampa. 
Memorials to the Church in care of Jost 
Funeral Home P.O. Box 266 Hillsboro, 
KS 67063. Online condolences at www.
jostfuneralhome.com

Goldie R. SwartsGoldie R. Swarts
December 5, 2021December 5, 2021

Goldie R. Swarts went home to be 
with the Lord and her mother, sister, 
brother, and son on Sunday, Dec. 5, 
2021 at the Memorial Hospital sur-
rounded by her loving family.  

Private services will be at a later 
date.  Martin-Becker-Carlson Funeral 
Home in Abilene is in charge of ar-
rangements.  

Memorial contributions may be 
made to St. Andrew Grade School 
and may be sent in care of the Mar-
tin-Becker-Carlson Funeral Home, 414 
NW 3rd, Abilene, Kansas 67410. 

Condolences may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.martinbeckercarlson.com. 
Church 301 N 33rd St., Rogers.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be 
made to the Single Parent Scholarship 
Fund of NWA 2601 SW D St, Benton-
ville, AR 72712 or https://spsfnwa.org/

To leave an online condolence please 
visit www.bernafuneralhomes.com

LARRY MARLIN 

JOHNSON

Mike McRae               

Jackie Mills                     

Mitch Morgan                         

Chris Myers                            

Christine Nelson                          

Lilia Orozco                                 

Mary Pennock                             

Jason Pettit                                 

Angie Schwerdtfeger                  

Tyler Shank                                 

Justin Smith                         

Matt Smith                             

Dustin Spittles             

Shana Stepanek                            

Tammy Stevenson              

Doug Teetzen             

                     

Mindy Andres                          

Paige Baize                                 

Jeremy Ballard                   

Scott Bankes                                     

Lesley Bedner                          

Renee Berner                                        

Phyllis Bettles                             

Lorell Biehler                     

Darcie Birk                           

Cary Bryant                           

Amy Cott                                  

Leslie Cunningham                   

Craig Dekat                          

Brandon Friesen                                

LuAnn Fuller                              

Brandee Gentz                             

                              

                  

Ronnie Graham                                                                  

Linda Henry                                

Mark Hickey                          

Ronnie Graham                                                                  

Linda Henry                                

Mark Hickey                          

Kenley Hickman                       

Mike Houston                       

Janon Johnson                          

Dale Jones                                                  

Jerry Koch                        

Monte Kohman                     

Justin Litke                               

Nancy Mark                             

Mike Markley                           

Shari Matthews                      

Chris McClatchey                                                                  

                

Our offices will be closed                                                                           

December 23rd & 24th                                                                             

and December 31st & January 1st   tctelco.net 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

www.jostfuneralhome.com
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
https://spsfnwa.org
www.bernafuneralhomes.com
www.tctelco.net
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Thursday 
Dec. 16

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:45 to 8 p.m. Laun-
dry Love, Highlander 
and Speedy Wash laun-
dromats, Abilene  

 Friday 
Dec. 17

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Taste of 
Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; ear-
ly bird 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar: 7 p.m. 

Monday 
Dec. 20

9 a.m. Veterans’ cof-
fee for all veterans and 
their spouses, Pin Up 
Cafe, Herington

6:30 p.m. USD 487 
Board of Education 
Meeting

7 to 8 p.m. Elder 
Support Group at 
Chamber Boardroom, 
106 N. Broadway, 
Herington

7 p.m. DAV Meeting, 
Ashland Community 
Church, 2151 W 32nd 
Ave, Manhattan, KS

Tuesday 
Dec. 21

10:15 a.m. Storytime 
at Chapman library

12:45 p.m. Pool tour-
nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:30 p.m. City Com-
mission Meeting at Her-
ington City Hall, 17 N. 
Broadway

6:30 p.m. Bereave-
ment Support Group at 
Home Health & Hos-
pice Conference Room, 
11 N. Broadway, Her-
ington

6 p.m. Ladies Auxil-
iary monthly meeting 
at American Legion 
Hall, 501 Sun Lane, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman, 

W e d n e s d a y 
Dec. 22

9:30 to 10: 30 a.m. 
Catholic Charities Mo-
bile Outreach at St. John 
Church, Chapman

11 a.m. to noon Cath-
olic Charities Mobile 
Outreach, St. Andrew, 
Fourth Street, Abilene

5 to 7 p.m. free com-
munity dinner, Chap-
man United Methodist 
Church, 426 N Sheeran 
Ave. 

Thursday 
Dec. 23

5:45 p.m. sign up 
starts, 8 p.m. last loads 
of laundry go in — 
Laundry Love, up to 
four free loads of laun-
dry per family. Quar-
ters and supplies are 
provided, K&R Laun-
dry, 412 N. Marshall, 
Chapman. 

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Tandi Reiff

9 N. Broadway 
Herington 

785-258-2252

Providing 
quality service  

to our 
community. 

Home

Auto

Farm

Business 

Medical  
Supplements  

Life & More!

tandi@smart-ins.com

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Courtesy photo
The decedents of Merlyn and Joan Koland got together to celebrate Christmas at the home of Tim and Renee Jury in Chapman 
Dec. 4. Merlyn was a Warrant Officer stationed at Fort Riley. Joan and Merlyn and later their son Lance and his wife owned a 
restaurant, Koland’s Cafe formerly Southern Comfort, for 25 years.

Koland ancestors host Christmas family reunion

Murphy elected Murphy elected 

to state boardto state board
Austin Murphy, golf 

course superintendent at 
Indian Hill Golf Course 
in Chapman, was elected 
Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Kansas Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association 
at their annual meeting in 
Manhattan Dec. 1.

The KGCSA is a 
non-profit organization 
dedicated to serving its 
members by providing 
them with educational op-
portunities, professional 

development, networking 
opportunities, advancing 
their profession and en-
hancing the enjoyment, 
growth, and vitality of the 
game of golf.

New Year’s Eve New Year’s Eve 
fireworks okayfireworks okay

The discharge of fire-
works is allowed in Her-
ington from 5 p.m. Dec 31 
to 1 a.m. Jan. 1.

If there are any concerns 
before or after, please call 
Herington Police Depart-
ment at 785-258-2226. If 

it’s a firework-related emer-
gency, please call 9-1-1

Please be mindful of all 
safety precautions when 
discharging fireworks.

Chapman Lions Chapman Lions 
plan Christmas plan Christmas 
dinnerdinner

The Chapman Lions Club 
Christmas dinner is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. Dec. 20 
at the Methodist Church Fel-
lowship Hall. Lions and their 
spouses are invited. Members 
are asked to RSVP as soon as 
possible to Lance Tilton, 

Bereavement Bereavement 

group to meetgroup to meet
Home Health and Hos-

pice of Dickinson County 
is offering a Bereavement 
Support Group in Her-
ington. The next class is 
at 6 p.m. Dec. 21 at the 
Home Health and Hos-
pice office, 11 N. Broad-
way, Herington. Lindsey 
Brummer, Bereavement 
Coordinator, serves as the 
group facilitator. 

These gatherings are 
designed to help individ-
uals work through the pe-

riod of transition, allow 
time for sharing personal 
experiences and feelings, 
and provide guidance to-
ward learning and coping 
skills. 

The public is welcome 
to attend the free ses-
sions. Persons interested 
in the support group are 
encouraged to bring along 
a supportive person. 

Pre-registration is not 
required. 

Anyone with questions 
should contact Home 
Health and Hospice of 
Dickinson County at 785-
263-6630.

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Public 
Information

No one enjoys paying 
taxes, but 
Dickinson 
C o u n t y 
Treasurer 
Leah Hern 
said her 
office is 
committed 
to making 
the pro-
cess as 
easy as 
possible.

That helpful attitude not 
only applies to paying tax-
es, but to any other service 
offered by the treasurer’s 
office, including motor 
vehicle tag purchases and 
-- once the courthouse re-
opens – renewing a driver’s 
license.

With the first half of 2021 
property taxes due Dec. 
20, Hern reminds county 
taxpayers there are several 
methods they can use to pay 
their taxes.

“They can come into the 
Abilene Civic Center and 
pay them or we have an 
online website,” Hern said. 
“It’s a state website the 
counties participate in and 
they can pay their taxes that 
way.”

Taxpayers have the op-
tion to place their taxes in 
the dropbox located by the 
north doors of the Abilene 

Civic Center, 201 NW Sec-
ond. They also may make 
payment by mail. Just send 
all the appropriate tax pay-
ment stubs to the Dickinson 
County Treasurer, P.O. Box 
249, Abilene, KS 67410.

The treasurer’s office 
temporarily is located at the 
Abilene Civic Center while 
the Dickinson County Court-
house is being renovated.

Payment can be made by 
cash, check, money order, 
Master Card, American Ex-
press, Discover, Visa or by 
e-check at KansasOnLine-
Payments. 

If a taxpayer has not yet 
received a tax statement, 
but should have, that per-
son may call the treasurer’s 
office at 785-263-3231.

“And if people have ques-
tions on something they’re 
getting taxed on that they 
don’t understand, they can 
call,” Hern said.

If real estate remains un-
paid after Dec. 20 interest 
will begin to accrue on the 
first half payment. The sec-
ond half can be paid anytime 
before May 10 without inter-
est. If taxes remain unpaid 
after May 10, the full amount 
with interest must be paid, 
according to information on 
the treasurer’s website.

Many people find it dif-
ficult to pay the large tax 

amounts when they come 
due in December and May 
so some enroll in an escrow 
plan that allows them to 
make monthly payments, 
Hern said.

“Sometimes people are 
really used to having it come 
out of their (mortgage) pay-
ment,” Hern said. “Or they 
may have their house paid 
off or maybe they changed 
banks and that bank will not 
do escrow for them.

 “I probably have 50 to 
65 people that make pay-
ments once a month. On 
the 15th of each month 
I do an electronic with-
drawal from their account 
and just hold it in escrow,” 
she continued.

Hern said some people 
do not like the idea of au-
tomatic withdrawal so they 
use other means to pay.

“They will pay us with 
a check every month and 
that’s fine too,” she said. 

The escrow payment plan 
also can be used by people 
who have delinquent taxes 
they need to catch up on.

“Our biggest goal is to 
have people keep their 
properties and we don’t 
want them to go delinquent 
for a number of years and 
go to tax sale,” Hern said.

Another big concern 
for some taxpayers is the 
values placed on their 
homes. Hern encourages 
those with questions to 
call her office.

She related a incident 
where she received a phone 
call from a person who was 
terribly confused by their 
tax statement. 

“I said most people don’t 
understand how the whole 
tax thing works,” she said. 
“So, call us anytime. We 
can try to answer their 
questions or get somebody 
in another department to 
help them with that.”

Hern said many people do 
not realize their valuation 
notices affect their taxes. 
Another factor that affects 
taxes is city, school, coun-
ty and other taxing entities 
budgets which play into the 
amount of taxes due.

Just as people have the 
option to use different 
means to pay their tax-
es, they also have options 
when it comes to register-
ing and titling their motor 
vehicle. Many now opt for 
the convenience of renew-
ing online, but others prefer 
to walk in the door and pay 
in person.

The Dickinson County 
Treasurer’s office current-
ly is unable to renew driv-
er’s licenses while they are 
in the temporary location; 

however, that service will 
again be available once the 
office moves back into the 
courthouse.

Hern also plans to offer 
county residents the option 
of renewing their driver’s 
license by appointment. Li-
cense renewal by appoint-
ment was instituted during the 
COVID-19 closures in 2020, 
Hern explained, as a way of 
limiting the number of people 
gathering in the courthouse 
lobby. 

“It seemed like there would 
be five or six people waiting. 
The appointments are helpful 
because people can come in 
and renew and not have to 
wait in line,” Hern said. “And 
it’s actually a lot easier for my 
staff. They’d see the line of 
people and it would kind of 
stress them out a little bit.”

“I’m sure waiting in line 
is a little bit stressful for 
the customer too,” she said. 
“Going to renew your driv-
er’s license kind of has a bad 
reputation.” 

As the year 2021 winds 
down, the treasurer’s office 
and other Dickinson County 
departments will be closed at 
various times for the holidays. 
The offices will be closed Fri-
day, Dec. 24 and Monday, 
Dec. 27 for the Christmas 
holiday and on Friday, Dec. 
31 for New Year’s.

Treasurer: First half property taxes due Dec. 20

LEAH HERN

Paying Monthly

Driver’s License

Days Closed

Motor Vehicle

Submit your photos to
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

along with a brief description
for a chance to be featured in the
Dickinson County News-Times!

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.jostfuneralhome.com


 

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago, 1896
RUNAWAY HORSE 

K I C K S 
D A L E  
H. — H. 
Dale met 
with quite 
a serious 
accident 
yesterday 
forenoon. 
His horse 
ran off 

with him and threw him 
out and bruised him con-
siderably. The worst of it 
all was that in the fracas, 
the horse kicked him a 
very hard blow.  The doc-
tor thinks he will be able 
to be out again in a very 
few days.

100 years ago - 1921
SKIRMISH WITH 

SKUNKS — One day re-

cently P. L Burns, Frank 
Hoffman, Hubert Dietrich 
and Charles Ziebell were 
fixing the road northeast 
of town. During their 
work they disturbed a cul-
vert and six or eight hus-
ky, young skunks emerged 
and proceeded to battle 
for their home and fireside 
with their chief weapon 
of defense. The attack of 
the skunks was furious, 
and their aim was charac-
terized by deadly accura-
cy. Hubert Dietrich went 
through the late war with-

out retreating once, but 
his glorious record was 
marred on this day. He 
jumped a five-foot fence 
with the nimbleness of a 
greyhound and faded out 
of sight. Purd Burns didnít 
take time to jump fences 
and when he pulled up a 
half-mile away, he had 
several rods of barb wire 
attached to him. Hoffman 
and Ziebell didnít run. Be-
fore they could make up 
their minds what to do, the 
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Horse, skunks cause problems

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

75 years ago, 1946
Santa Claus came to 

town in a big way last 
Saturday 
afternoon 
to bring 
joy and 
happiness 
to more 
than 400 
kiddies of 
the Chap-
man area 
w h o 
l i n e d 
the street for his annu-
al pre-Christmas visit.   
Shortly after the noon hour 
young Chapman boys and 
girls began to take over the 
city as they started jostling 
for places along the line of 
march which they thought 
would place them in first 
contact with the Jolly Old 
Boy from the North Pole. 
Promptly at 2 o’clock 
Santa’s appearance was 
heralded by the squeals of 
delight that came from the 
kiddies who saw him rid-
ing down from the north on 
the read of a big truck. As 
he approached the Chap-
man Theater, the squeals 
increased in to a mad 
frenzy of laughter and 
shouts as Santa attired in 
a brand new suit smiled 
and waved at all his lit-
tle friends. Following the 
distribution of the gifts, 
the Chapman Theatre was 
host at its annual free pic-
ture show.

I missed coming to 
Chapman for the Down-
town lighting, Santa 
coming to town on the 
fire truck, and the Chap-
man Bucks drawing. The 
crowded Senior Center 
would have their Open 
House and a warm place 
where parents and friends 
would gather for coffee 
and cookies and wait to 
hear their name drawn. 
Then, many would run 
over to Londeen’s to spend 
their bucks! Jon and Kay 
would stay open late and 
would always add some-
thing special to the bags. 
I loved seeing the new 
businesses having special 
Open Houses and new ac-
tivities for all. I hope the 
Old Fashioned Downtown 
Christmas can be a part of 
it again.  Chapman may be 
a “small town” but they 
are creative in offering 
activities for residents and 
guests of all ages!

50 years ago, 1971
J. Harold Scanlan of 
Abilene is one of four for-
mer Kansas 4-H members 
named a recipient of the 
state alumni recognition 
award for this year. A for-
mer Dickinson County 4-H 
member, Scanlan is a dairy 
farmer. His enterprise in-
cludes 200 head of regis-
tered Holsteins. A KSU 

graduate, Scanlan served as 
president of the KSU Col-
legiate 4-H Club. He was 
one of the organizers of 
the St Joseph’s Orphanage 
and Home 4-H Club and 
was leader for 13 years. In 
1960 Scanlan went to Nic-
aragua as advisor for farms 
of the Benedictine Abbey 
of St. Mary’s for a Grade 
A milking facility. He has 
also sold dairy stock to In-
dia and Japan and has par-
ticipated in the Japanese 
Young Farmer Training 
Program.

Harold grew up working 
with the Holstein herd at 
St Joseph Orphanage.  T. 
R. Kelly worked there as 
well and his nieces and 
nephews, the Clennan 
Clan, would spend part 
of their summers working 
in the garden or the dairy 
(ask Beth and Larry for 
some of their stories)! He 
worked closely with Sister 
Xavier Cunningham and 
eventually took over the 
operation. Harold was a 
great teacher.  At our last 
reunion, four of Harold’s 
children attended and 
what fun stories they had 
to share!

Joe McCormick, the 
civil service examiner in 
charge at the Junction City 
Post Office announces 
three test dates for 1972 
summer jobs in Federal 
agencies. Seniors in high 
school or college students 
are eligible to take the ex-
amination.  Forms may be 
obtained at the Junction 
city Post Office.

Another event of the 
past! I remember as part 
of our business class in 
school, we would have 
the opportunity to take 
the exam. My first job 
was as a summer hire 
which eventually led to 
full time employment. 
Many of my classmates 
worked there during the 
summers.  

25 years ago, 1996
The Girls Scouts will be 
selling Spicy Party Mix, 
Peanut Crunch, Hon-
ey Peanuts and Deluxe 
Mixed Nuts in contained 
priced from $3.50 to $10 
at the downtown Christ-
mas Kick-Off.

I bet they sold out! I 
don’t remember buying 
any of these items but sure 
do remember Thin Mints 
and Boy Scout popcorn!

The Kansas Highway 
Patrol is advising all mo-
torists to be aware of the 
seasonal traffic hazard 
of deer activity on and 
about Kansas roadways. 
This is the time of the 
deer’s mating season, 
called the rut. Please be 
mindful of the increased 
presence of deer on and 
around all roadways 
during this period.

It is that time of year.  Be 
careful! 

Quote of the Week:  
“What I love about 
prayer—is that it goes 
where people can’t ” 
~Unknown
janmccormick@rocket-
mail.com

Hundreds turn out for Santa

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK

By Lauren Spelts
DCNT Columnist

Hello 
e v e r y -
one! I 
h a v e 
mis sed 
sharing 
my cra-
zy life 
w i t h 
you all, 
but as 
we all know, life gets hec-
tic. I’ve had a bunch of 
personal things preventing 
me from writing, but I feel 
like I have myself a little 
more put together. I don’t 
know if you have heard 
that I am closing my store, 
Rails Liquor, in the next 
couple of weeks and will 
be done with it by the end 
of the month. It’s a bitter-
sweet feeling. I will miss 
the people that I have met 
over the years — that’s 
honestly the hardest part. 
With so much going on in 
my life, something had to 
give and I decided it would 
be the store. I know every-
one is struggling right now, 
but with issues with get-
ting products and inflation 
we were not making a prof-
it, and I felt uncomfortable 

with anyone volunteering 
over 70 hours a week of 
their time. Thank you to 
everyone who shopped 
with us over the years, I 
truly appreciate every one 
of you and the friends we 
have made along the way. 

Moving on. I had a few 
other things I was going 
to write about but hadn’t 
settled on anything when 
last night happened. My 
friends and I closed up 
the store and headed over 
to my house to relax with 
a glass of wine (or two) 
and were sitting on the 
porch when I heard a 
mooing coming from over 
my shoulder. I said, ‘that 
doesn’t sound like it’s 
across the driveway…’ 
She confirmed it was not 
and that a cow was stand-
ing there. Now, me, in a 
panic and wondering what 
I did wrong THIS TIME 
that they got out, ran down 
to the gate and opened it, 
praying nobody else would 
escape, while my friends 
went to try and round them 

up. We all followed them 
down to the alfalfa field 
where we noticed the elec-
tric fence was down. This 
was not good. I had to 
phone a friend for rescue 
and he said he was on his 
way. As we were looking 
for the cows they just dis-
appeared. We had no clue 
where they could have 
gone, and the cows will 
usually just go to the gate 
when they get tired of gala-
vanting, but they were just 
gone. There was a train on 
the tracks so they couldn’t 
have escaped that way, but 
there was nowhere else for 
them to go. Gone. Missing. 
Disappeared. Abducted by 
aliens. The possibilities 
were endless.

As we sat back down on 
the porch, confused as to 
what had just happened, a 
truck comes up to the gate 
from inside the pasture. 
What in the heck is going 
on, I thought to myself. As 
I went to open the gate I 
realized it was my ‘phone 
a friend’ here to rescue 
us. He told me he drove 
the field and all the cows 
were in and he had shut 
the gate. 

“What gate?” I asked, 
more confused than ever. 

“The side gate to the al-
falfa,” he said. 

It turns out that my other 
half (in farmer-mode) had 
opened the gate to the field 
on Tuesday (before leaving 
for his medical profession-
al-mode). He told me ON 
TUESDAY that he would 
be doing it Friday, so I had 
no clue this situation could 
even have been a possibili-
ty. My life — never boring. 
I should start a tally system. 
Cows: infinity, Lauren: zero.

Have you heard about 
a fundraiser for 

the Tri-County Fair next 
month? On Jan. 29 they 
are hosting Whiskey and 
War Stories, a multimedia 
presentation by Kansas na-
tive, former Green Beret 
Maj. Mark Nutsch, shar-
ing insights on America’s 
response to 9/11 and the 
establishment of American 
Freedom Distillery. 

While experiencing the 
presentation you will get 
the chance to taste the 
full line of Horse Soldier 
Bourbons. Only 350 single 
tickets and 10 VIP tables 
will be available. Purchase 
yours starting Dec. 15 
at https://www.tricoun-
tyfairks.com/. You don’t 
want to miss this!

The cows take another win

LAUREN SPELTS
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School SpotlightSchool Spotlight

Dear Editor,

As 2021 comes to an end, 
The Community Foundation 
of Dickinson County would 
like to take a moment to thank 
all of our donors for your kind-
ness and generosity. Through 
your charitable giving, we 
have witnessed awe-inspir-
ing goodwill across Dickin-
son County.  Families have 
worked to become debt-free, 
the door has been opened for 
after-school students to learn 
the love of playing string in-
struments, working mothers 
have been able to afford local 
childcare, high-quality hos-
pice care has continued, a safe 
environment has been devel-
oped for students to socialize, 
and so on.  

The Foundation has re-
ceived more than 3.8 million 
dollars in charitable gifts in 
2021. These generous donors 
have helped the Foundation 
grant over 1 million dollars to 
various non-profits and pro-
gramming across Dickinson 
County, and we are humbled 
to be the conduit for the de-
sires of those donors. As we 
enter the last days of 2021, 
we are here to make year-end 
giving and grantmaking as 
straightforward as possible.

Foundation staff will be 
available to accept gifts and 
answer any questions you 
may have from 8 am to 4:30 

pm every weekday through 
the end of the year, with the 
exception of December 23rd 
and 27th.  If you plan for a 
charitable tax deduction this 
year but are unsure which 
non-profits you would like to 
support, call us to find out if 
opening a donor-advised fund 
might be right for you.    

As we count the final days 
of 2021, let us all reflect 
on the blessings we have 
received this year.  At the 
Community Foundation of 
Dickinson County, we are 
grateful for so many things, 
but first and foremost, we 
give thanks to our donors, our 
Board of Directors, and all of 
the volunteers and non-profit 
organizations that help bring 
a bright light to the most chal-
lenging times in the lives of 
our friends and neighbors.  
With all you do, our commu-
nity continues to grow stron-
ger and the days ahead seem 
brighter.  To you and all of 
your loved ones, we wish you 
the happiest holidays and new 
year ahead.

Please call us, stop in, or 
send an email to find out how 
we can help you achieve your 
charitable goals.  

(785) 263.1863: 418 NW 
3rd/PO Box 735, Abilene, KS 
67410: info@community-
foundation.us

Elizabeth DeWeese
Abilene

Letter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

Mike Teeter
Hope Principal

Over the past year, staff and students of Hope Schools have 
worked together to bring positive changes to the school commu-
nity. Physical changes, programs, and educational opportunities 
have benefited staff, students, parents and community.  Follow-
ing is a rundown of several of the changes and opportunities.

Little Lions After School Program
Erika Cook, school counselor, has taken charge of the af-

ter-school program.  Hope’s Little Lion’s After School Pro-
gram is new to our school this year. This program takes place 
every day that school is in session and runs to 5:30 pm. The 
program was started to provide parents a place for their kids to 
go after school.  These helps alleviate the difficulty of finding 
after school childcare for parents who work. It Provides an op-
portunity for students to complete school work and have more 
social interaction. High School students volunteer for the pro-
gram and are there to help students with their school work and 
serve as mentors. Students get a chance to play and have fun 
and even work on fun crafts together. The attendance for the 
after- school program has been very consistent. On average we 
have anywhere from 10-15 kids a day attending. 

 Playground and Basketball Court
Last spring, preschool through 7th grade students, with the 

guidance of second grader teacher Keeley Golden, rallied 
together to raise money to renovate the school’s playground 
basketball court. We are happy to announce that the basket-
ball court is officially finished! A big thank you to the commu-
nity for coming together and helping out so much. Also, thank 
you to everyone who donated and spread awareness to our 
cause. The students absolutely love their new basketball court! 

Educational Opportunities
Junior High literature teacher Chris Johnson and high 

school literature teacher Melissa Schrader, sponsored a 6-12 
grade field trip to a presentation of “The Giver” at the Great 
Plains Theatre in Abilene.  Hadley Friedli, a Hope 7th grade 
student, had a role in the presentation. 

On Wednesday, December 15, Rural Vista 10-12 grade 
students will make a trip to Kansas City’s Union Station to 
experience the “Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away,” Ho-
locaust exhibit.  Kristopher Daggett, USD 481 high school 
social science instructor, applied for an available grant to fund 
this trip. 

Other Happenings
Hope Elementary School will present our Lion’s P.R.I.D.E. 

awards to elementary students on Dec 22 at 9am. We will rec-
ognize students who have demonstrated the following char-
acter traits: positive, respectful, integrity, dependable, and en-
durance over the last 9 weeks. Parents and the community are 
welcome to attend and celebrate these students! 

Hope Schools invites all to attend our Winter Concert on 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 at 10am. Students from kin-
dergarten through 7th grade will be performing plays and sing-
ing songs. 

Hope FFA members have been attending numerous contests 
under the guidance of first year teacher Tracy Oelschlaeger.  

Hope Print Shop students increased school and Christmas 
spirit by putting up decorations throughout the hallway.         

Foundation can help 
with year-end giving
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By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

A Christmas parade with 
all horses, 
vehic les , 
h a n d l e r s 
decked out 
in red sure 
gets ev-
eryone in 
the holiday 
spirt.

M o r e 
than 70 
h o r s e 
units from throughout the 
Midwest showed up at Law-
rence to parade before street 
packed clapping admirers.

It’s the third time par-
ticipating in that world re-
nowned most spectacular 
affair and perhaps the easiest 
and most enjoyable.

First time was with Mae 
decked out in her tassels 
pulling the antique fringed 
top carriage. There was cer-
tain applause but it was be-
low freezing so the shiver-
ing mitten-earmuff-bundled 
spectators were somewhat 
sparse comparatively.

It was still better than the 
second drive in that parade 
with Mae pulling the high-
wheeled cart in blizzardly 

cold rain. Honestly, driver 
and rider couldn’t stop teeth 
shattering for longer than the 
pickup ride back to the ranch.

This time, it was a bit cool, 
but sun shone brightly sea-
son-perfect with Maggie’s 
seemingly-choreographed 
jig for her red-decked-out 
cowboy.  “Merry Christ-
mas” was smiling and wav-
ing greeting to overflowing 
street side crowds everyone 
returning very happy ges-
tures magnified.

Truly impossible to imag-
ine all of the horse-drawn ve-
hicles that participated some 
very elaborate surely expen-
sive. Others were quite coun-
trified not very costly but just 
as much fun for drivers, rid-
ers and parade watchers.

Horse power was as di-
versified if not more so 
from smallest spotted Min-
iatures to largest magnifi-
cent shiny black high-step-
ping Friesians. 

Every horse, vehicle, han-
dler was remarkably adorned 
with the most colorful obvi-
ously holiday season attire. 

Santa Claus had more 
helpers on parade than were 
even countable and they 
were of every size, shape and 
color. White beards were as 
varied as the “Santa’s” them-
selves, yet all thankfully did 
wear certain red outfits of 
sort. 

This year brought reflec-
tions about previous Christ-
mas parades, and the horses 
used for such festive rides. 
Missy the sorrel mare was 
ridden at Topeka once. Am-
brose the Blue Valentine stal-
lion was hooked to the heavy 
training cart for Council 
Grove and Herington anoth-
er year. 

That black stud was also 
ridden in the Alta Vista 
Christmas parade when 
being the Lone Rider that 
season. Actually, such iden-
tification was called by sev-
eral backstreet spectators 
this time as Maggie slowly 
trod behind to the parade 
lineup.

Anticipating riding in ad-
ditional parades this holiday 
season although none are yet 
calendared. 

Again reminded of First 
Chronicles 15:19:  “The 
celebration began with 
a parade.”

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

I have the privilege of 
reading to preschool chil-
dren through the Chap-
man Library. I read with 
children and their moms 
on Tuesday mornings in 
the library and I read on 
Thursdays at Kim’s Kids 
Daycare. There are few 
joys in life that compare 
to connecting with young 
children. Children trust 
so easily and love so deeply. We read stories 
and sing songs together. I delight in the expe-
rience as little bodies move and bright eyes 
shine.  They are engaged in the moment. 

I requested the chance to read stories to 
children because I believe in the benefits sto-
ry time brings to all of us, especially children. 
I saw it as a gift and a service to this lovely 
community. I love reading aloud and I love 
children, so it seemed a logical way for me 
boost literacy and education which are im-
portant values in my Wesleyan tradition.

We always finish our sessions by singing 
a little song called “The Goodbye Song”. It 

is filled with movement, and gratitude. The 
closing line states, “I had fun today”, which 
is true every time I sing it. Even the littlest 
of the children try to do the movements 
and sing the words. Lately, at the end of the 
song, Kim’s Kids have wrapped themselves 
around my knees and melted my heart with 
their affection.

I write all this today to tell you what these 
kids are teaching me. God is love. God creat-
ed us in God’s own image. Love is our main 
ingredient. It is born in us. The bright eyes, 
smiles, and hugs I experience reveal love so 
freely and remind me who I am meant to be. I 
don’t understand the process that causes us to 
sometimes lose touch with our essence, but I 
know at least one way to regain that essence.  
Read to and spend time with little children.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563

785-212-0947 cell

Finding my essence

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Glorious horses kick off 
holiday season in style

FRANK BUCHMAN

Thursday, December 16, 2021

Friday, Dec. 17
Tuna & Noodles, Green 

Beans, Tropical Fruit, 

Wheat Roll

Monday, Dec. 20
Meatloaf, Baked Potato, 

Peas & 

Carrots, 

Mixed 

Fruit, 

Wheat 

Bread

Tuesday, Dec. 21
Huntington Chicken 

w/Seashell Macaroni, 

Green Beans, Jello w/ 

Fruit, Wheat Roll 

Wednesday, Dec. 22
Beef Tips in Gravy, 

Noodles, Broccoli, Lime 

Pears, Wheat Roll

Thursday, Dec. 23
Chili & Crackers, 

Tossed Salad, Peaches, 

Cinnamon Roll

Senior Center Menus

Friday, Dec. 17
Tater Tot Casserole, 

Cauliflower/Broccoli, 

Wheat Roll, Fruit, 

Cookie

Monday, Dec. 20
Chicken Fry, Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy, 

Green Beans, Wheat 

Roll, Fruit

Tuesday, Dec. 21
Little Smokies, Potato 

Wedges, Peas and 

Carrots, Wheat Roll, 

Fruit Dessert

Wednesday, Dec. 22
Chili with beans, Cole 

Slaw, Crackers, Peaches,               

Cinnamon Roll

Thursday, Dec. 23

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956
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Closed for the Holiday!Merry Christmas

St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington

9 a.m. Connection Section 

Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for 

adults  and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with 

communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

Worship Guide

All the Comforts
of  Home Heating
at  Its Best

Enjoy warmth and convenience Enjoy warmth and convenience 

you can count on all seasonyou can count on all season

with safe, reliable furnace. with safe, reliable furnace. 

785-257-3224

kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial • 24 HOUR SERVICE
Master Mechanical • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

Buying a new appliance!

Planning home

improvements?

Call or visit us online

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703

kayspharmacy@gmail.com

2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 

for details!

Ages 12-17 must be

accompanied by a parent

enemy had given them all 
it had. Burns and Ziebell 
returned in a few minutes 
and helped their comrades 
kill the skunks. The two 
men who held the fort, 
slept in the barn for a week 
after the skirmish, so it is 
said.

75 years ago, 1946
CHILDREN PACK 

THEATRE FOR SANTA 
VISIT — Santa Claus made 
his first visit to Herington 
last Saturday afternoon and 
gave treats to 800 children 
who attended the Dream-
land theatre, sponsored by 
the theatre and the Chamber 
of Commerce. Although 
the snow was missing from 
the scene, Herington was 
prepared for Santa’s visit. 

The streets are gaily dec-
orated with multi-colored 
lights, evergreen, stars and 
bells and the water tower 
stands proudly atop the hill 
with its ‘crown’ of shining 
grandeur. Business houses 
have decorated their win-
dows and interiors with 
pretty colored crepe paper, 
Christmas trees, wreaths, 
fireplaces, street scenes, 
smiling Santa Clauses, 
and brightly colored lights. 
Christmas shoppers have 
made many selections, 
but store managers prom-
ise there is still good mer-
chandise available to make 
lovely gifts.

50 years ago, 1971
BEYE’S TEAM TOOK 

6TH IN CHICAGO — 

The Kansas State Univer-
sity debate team has re-
turned to Manhattan with 
sixth place honors from 
the Richard-LaVernway 
Memorial Parliamenta-
ry Debate Tournament 
at the University of Chi-
cago. The team of Dan-
ny Martin of Manhattan 
and Bruce Beye of Her-
ington took top honors 
for K-State, with a 5-3 
record to place 6th in the 
tournament.

Twenty-two teams from 
Canada, the Mideastern 
states and the Midwest 
participated in the com-
petition.

Herington Historical 
Society & Museum, 800 
S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday.

THIS DAY Continued from P. 4

the highest numbers are 
the students who cannot 
attend school due to “non-
school related exposures.” 

“Those are the students 
who are out at home based 
on a close contact expo-
sure,” Hultgren said.

During weekly meetings 
with the superintendents of 
Dickinson County school 
districts, participants talk-
ed about ways to solve the 
problem by getting stu-
dents back in school in a 
safe way, Hultgren said.

Students who have a 
close contact with a pos-
itive COVID diagnosis at 

home will be able to at-
tend school while wear-
ing a mask, as long as 
they are tested each day 
when they come through 
the school door. The 
school should test the 
students that have a fami-
ly member at home that is 
positive for 7 days after 
the last day that the fami-
ly member tests positive. 

Affected students are 
not required to wear masks 
while participating in ath-
letic events, performing in 
band or vocal music.

Hultgren commented 
that students in this sit-
uation are tested at least 
twice a day – once when 
they enter the school in 
the morning and again be-

fore the athletic or perfor-
mance event.

Health department 
staff will stay in contact 
with the schools and will 
re-evaluate if the situation 
becomes problematic, he 
said.

The commissioners and 
Hultgren also commented 
that each school district 
has the authority to choose 
whether or not it wants to 
follow the guidelines.

The board of health 
consists of the three 
county commissioners. 
Hultgren, as the county’s 
health officer, serves as 
the board’s advisor, but 
does not have a vote, ac-
cording to Kansas State 
Statute 65-201. 

SCHOOL Continued from P. 1

The Answer

Staff Report

This year’s free shop-
ping event put on by 
students from Chapman 
Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of Amer-
ica served 280 shoppers 
during the course of the 
three-day event. 

Donated items included 
warm blankets a Christ-
mas tree, a desk for a child 
to do their homework, 

gifts to give family mem-
bers, toys, educational ma-
terials, coats, and clothes.

Students with FCCLA, 
National Honor Society, 
Chapman sports, FFA, Fu-
ture Business Leaders of 
America, Hi-Y, art club, 
and band brought in 3,325 
pounds of donations. Over 
the course of the three days, 
they gave away more than 
2,500 pounds of goods.

The FFA donated 
enough fresh fruit for 
each shopper to receive 
three or four pieces each.

Free shopping event helps 280

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.smchapmanparish.org
www.fbcherington.org
www.kvkinc.biz
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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floor, which the residents 
decorate.

While every available 
space is filled, there is a 
sense of clarity — a place 
for everything and every-
thing in its place.

Each of the trees is 
decorated with a theme 
— there’s one for fire 
and police, another for 
medical workers but her 
two favorites are a flower 
tree and a veterans’ tree.

“I did the flower tree 
last year and every-
one was like ‘you’re 
going to do the 
flower tree again 
aren’t you?’” she 
said. “I like the 
way it sparkles.”

Rather than 
the typical orna-
ments, the tree is full 
of silk flowers of all col-
ors and shapes. Peaking 
out from between its 
branches are several lit-
tle elves.

The veterans’ tree 
has a longer and 

more emotion-
al history for 
Shepherd. She 

started 
it as a 

tribute to 
her father 

w h o 
h a d 

served, 
was shot 
twice and 
t a k e n 
prisoner 
du r ing 

W o r l d 
War II. 
An old 
newspa-
per arti-

cle about 
him hangs on 
the wall near 
the tree.

“I feel for 
the veter-

ans,” she said. “I don’t 
think they get the respect 
they deserve.”

Several years ago she 
put a message out on 
Facebook that she was 
looking for photographs 
of service members to use 
on the tree. 

“I figured that I’d get 
20 or 30 — I got hun-
dreds,” she said. “I still 
get them.”

In addition to photos, 
people sent her other 
pieces to decorate with. 
The tree overflowed to 
the floor space around it 
then expanded into a cor-
ner display.

When Christmas is 
over and the decorations 
are boxed up and packed 
away, the joy of the sea-
son remains in Shepherd’s 
heart. 

When, for most people, 
thoughts of Christmas 
fade, she is on the hunt 
for new decorations. 

“I get a lot of decora-
tions from garage sales,” 
she said. “Everybody sells 
them. I hate having to buy 
new bulbs every year. This 
year I there was a guy 
moving and he just wanted 
to sell them all. So, I got 
the whole back of my truck 
full of lights for $20.”

She’s had people in 
the community and store 
owners call her when they 
have holiday decorations 
they know she will like.

As the months fade and 
November starts approach-
ing, her thoughts will once 
again turn to how to make 
the display different than 
the previous year — all 
with one goal in mind.

“Just to make people 
smile,” she said. “I like to 
see people happy.”

People can view the 
decorations daily from 8 
a.m. to 8 pm. at the Sun-
flower Hotel, 409 NW 
Third St. Abilene.

HOTEL Continued from P. 1

www.facebook.com/dcntkansas
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 

can depend on
You can count on Heil® heating 

systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Classified
 Animals/Livestock

Use Xylecide® anti-fun-

gal shampoo to treat ring-

worm on dogs & horses. 

Eliminates shedding & dog-

gy odor. At Orscheln Farm 

& Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

For Sale

Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 

for only $300/ week. Find 

employees, sell your home 

or your car. Call the Kansas 

Press Association @ 785-

271-5304 today! 

Help Wanted/Truck Drivers

Convoy Systems is hir-

ing Class A drivers to run 

from Kansas City to the 
west coast. Home Weekly! 

Great Benefits! www.con-

voysystems.com Call Tina 

ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 

1-800-926-6869.

Misc.

Winfield Isle of Lights 
One of the best Christmas 

Light Displays in the na-

tion! Open Nightly 6:00 PM 

- 10:00 PM Now - Decem-

ber 30, 2021 http://www.is-

leoflights.org/

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Ameri-

ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 

Movers. Let us take the 

stress out of moving!  Speak 

to a Relocation Specialist, 

call 888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 

& Shades. FREE in-home 

estimates make it conve-

nient to shop from home. 

Professional installation.  

Top quality - Made in the 

USA.  Call for free consul-

tation:  844-740-0117.  Ask 

about our specials!

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Day shift nurse

FT Day shift C.N.A.

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY

SERVICES

HVAC

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

SEASONAL

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

VETERINARY

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-980-0025 

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or 

not!  All conditions accepted.  

Free pickup.  Call for details. 

844-268-9386

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS!  
Save your money on your 

Medicare supplement plan. 

FREE QUOTES from top 

providers. Excellent cover-

age. Call for a no obligation 
quote to see how much you 

can save! 855-587-1299

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial 

Aid Available for those who 
qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER and 60+ 

years old? Call now! You 

and your family may be en-

titled to a SIGNIFICANT 

CASH AWARD. Call 866-

327-2721 today. Free Con-

sultation. No Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS 

WANTED! Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-

thor submission kit!  Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 

855-939-2090

FREE INSPECTION 
& SAME DAY ESTIMATE!
Call (833) 833-3810

EXPERTS IN

Wet Basements

Foundation 

Cracks

Sinking Concrete

Nasty Crawl Spaces

With gratitude in our hearts, we wish you and your 

loved ones a blessed and beautiful Christmas.

Dale, Gail, Savannah, Lauren, Anna

www.salemhomeks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.stevecrichton.com
www.kshousingcorp.org/emergency-rental-assistance
www.voysystems.com
www.leoflights.org
www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.kvkinc.biz


 

experience is invaluable. 
However, in the years since, 
a number of people holding 
key positions — who would 
be directly involved in the 
response -— have changed. 
Smith emphasized it’s im-
portant that people realize 
how their job roles will 
shift during a disaster and 
how their thinking needs to 
change.

Using the job of fire chief as 
an example, Smith explained 
that as a fireman the chief’s 
skill set typically is “opera-
tional” — where he uses his 
skill to help a victim — but in 
a disaster the chief has to take 
on a more “logistical” role.

“If you’re a fireman, you’re 
an operational person,” he 
said. “You use your hands, 
and if there’s a car wreck, you 
get someone out of the car 
wreck. But if you’re the chief 
and you’ve got 500 victims, 
500 ambulances and one hos-
pital, your role for those pa-
tients is different.

“You can’t spend your 
time trying to rescue one 
person,when there are 499 
people who are suffering. 
You need to think what 
can I do to get more people 
there who can do their job 
to get people out of their 
cars, to ambulances, to hos-
pitals?” Smith continued.

“The fire chief needs to 
think: Who do I know? 
What mutual aid agree-
ments do we have?” Smith 
explained. “These training 
sessions teach you how to 
think differently.”

The tabletop exercise was 
facilitated by Alan Radcliff, 
Franklin County Emergen-
cy Manager, aided by emer-
gency management director 
Don Button from Grant 
County and Pam Kemp, 
Clay County emergency 
management director. 

“I invited Alan and Don 
and Pam to do this exercise 
for me. They said absolute-
ly. That’s the relationship 
we have in this region,” 
Smith said.

The tabletop exercise in-
volved more than 40 partic-
ipants, including Dickinson 
County and City of Abilene 
officials, emergency man-
agers from other Kansas 
counties and representa-
tives from agencies like the 
American Red Cross and 
Memorial Hospital.

Other attendees include 
those the public might ex-
pect: Fire and police chiefs 
and assistant chiefs, sher-
iff’s department officials, 
911, Emergency Medical 
Services, city and coun-
ty administrators, but also 
some people the public 
would not expect – city and 
county finance directors, 
environmental services, 
road department, public 
works and others.

“Even our appraiser was 
at the exercise,” Smith said. 
“That’s the relationship we 
have with our county em-
ployees in Dickinson County. 
I don’t think anybody in other 
counties has the working rela-
tionship we have. They (out-
side attendees) like to see that 
and take that experience back 
to their counties.”

The involvement of all 
those different departments 
is essential, especially when 
it comes to record keeping 
to get federal help from 
FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Administra-
tion) and reimbursement.

The involvement of city 
and county elected officials 
is critically important, Smith 
said, especially when it 
comes time to make the tough 
decisions.

“They’re really going to 
have problems when the big 
decisions need to be made. 
Not that the city or county 
administrator couldn’t make 
those decisions and bring 
them to their commissioners, 

but we’d much rather have 
someone people voted for 
make those decisions,” Smith 
explained. “If the commis-
sioners have to decide, they 
need some training.”

If a disaster occurred much 
of the load would fall upon 
local officials, but Smith said 
the city and county would 
have plenty of help.

“I can guarantee you that 
if we had a disaster here, I 
wouldn’t need to make a 
phone call. I’d probably have 
five or six emergency manag-
ers out here before the torna-
do was completely out of our 
county,” Smith said. “They 
would be here that fast.”

He speaks from experi-
ence, witnessing it in 2008 
and 2016 in Dickinson Coun-
ty, but Smith has also been 
one of the responders who 
jumped in his truck to help 
out during disasters in other 
Kansas counties and across 
the nation. 

He has been deployed five 
times to other Kansas disas-
ters and one national disaster, 
including serving as an IMT 
(Incident Management Team) 
member in Maryland in 2012 
following Hurricane Sandy.

Smith created the entire 
fictional tabletop exercise, 
setting up the objectives and 
core capabilities, determin-
ing participant roles and re-
sponsibilities, imagining the 
various modules that plot out 
the tornado time, the guide-
lines to be followed and oth-
er considerations. 

“It took me about three 
months to create the whole 
scenario. Ricky Sekulich 
from the county’s GIS (global 
information system) depart-
ment made the map (creating 
the fictional tornado track),” 
Smith said. “(The tornado) 
wipes out a lot of critical stuff 
-- an elementary school, the 
middle school, high school, 
grocery store, the radio com-

munications tower north of 
Abilene. It didn’t get the hos-
pital, courthouse or city hall, 
but that was about the only 
things it didn’t get.”

In the scenario, Abilene’s 
fictional tornado enters the 
western portion of town with 
winds in excess of 160 mph, 
creating a path ¾ of a mile 
wide near Southwest Second 
Street, uprooting trees and 
taking down power lines. 
Seventy-five percent of the 
structures within the path are 
either severely damaged or 
completely destroyed.

Power is out for many resi-
dents and cell service is slow 
due to being overloaded and 
911 dispatch is overwhelmed 
with calls. All first respond-
ers have been called back to 
work, but they have trouble 
accessing the scene due to 
the debris blocking road-

ways. There are unconfirmed 
reports of people trapped 
throughout the city, including 
at hotels and apartment com-
plexes. Injuries and fatalities 
are reported and utility infra-
structure has been severally 
damaged in parts of town. 

For local officials, they 
must first determine priorities 
and what immediate action 
steps to take. However, Smith 
reminded those attending the 
exercise that any disaster sit-
uation is much more difficult 
when it affects people you 
know. 

Local officials have to be 
aware of the disaster path and 
how it might have affected 
key staff members. 

“If your people have lost 
their homes they are going to 
be busy with that. In Chap-
man (in 2008) five out of six 
police officers’ homes were 

completely destroyed,” Smith 
said.

Immediately alert that tor-
nado struck, Smith and Dick-
inson County Administrator 
Brad Homman were a couple 
of the first to respond.

“We had six cars parked in 
front of the district gym. We 
were the only lights in town. 
When lighting would strike 
you could see the bare streets 
where there used to be hous-
es and you could see people 
walking toward you. No shirt 
on, no shoes, and then here 
comes the police chief and he 
says, ‘I can’t find my wife.’ 
That hits you in the gut,” 
Smith said.

A follow up “functional” 
exercise will be held in April 
2022. The functional exercise 
is a time when participants go 
out and do their jobs as if the 
event had actually happened. 
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Herington  785-258-2244 • Marion  620-382-2112
Hillsboro  620-947-2112

Council Grove  620-767-7877

Sawyer
Funeral Home

Whitewater  316-799-2000

yazel-Megli
Funeral Homes
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EXERCISE Continued from P. 1

Map courtesy of Ricky Sekulich/Dickinson County GIS
Approximately 40 people, including City of Abilene and Dickinson County 
officials, emergency management directors from the north central region and 
representatives from helping agencies, participated in a “tabletop” exercise in 
November at Emmanuel Church that involved a fictional tornado striking the 
City of Abilene. The path taken by the make-believe tornado is depicted in this 
map used during the preparedness exercise. 

LAKE Continued from P. 1

or tube rentals, but there were 
more green dots than red on 
the pictures of a fishing pier 
and paddleboat rentals.

Looking at what people 
indicated they liked and dis-
liked could have been differ-
ent had the millennials and 
Gen Z groups showed up.

The architectural style peo-
ple seemed to prefer is like 
what is already out there.

“When I was walking 
around with all the stations, 
it seemed like for a lot of the 
physical attributes the gener-
al consensus was they wanted 
some of those similar styles 
and approaches that we cur-
rently use — as we do with 
our shelter house,” he said. 

Before the next com-
munity meeting, Conflu-
ence staff will compile 
what they have learned 
so far into comprehensive 
ideas. Those who couldn’t 
attend the meeting but 
would like to share their 
ideas and thoughts can 
email HeringtonLakes@
thinkconfluence.com.

Courtesy photo
Frank Frey’s team took the win at the Abilene Senior Center pool tournament 
Dec. 2. His team was, seated from left, Frey, Dee Rodda, and Tally Kanz; back 
row, Mike Taplin, Steve Sheaffer and Dan Morton They won 23 games over 
Carole Brazil’s team with 17 games. Other members of Brazil’s team were Art 
Freeman, Bob Brazil, Frank Hottman Carol Wenger and Barth Amend. The next 
tournaments are at 12:45 p.m. Dec. 16 and 21.

Pool players enjoy tournaments

Courtesy photo
One of several boards with ideas, which people could 
indicate what they liked and didn’t like.

Special to the DCNT

Hospice of Dickinson 
County is sponsoring its an-
nual “Remember Me Trees,” 
to honor the memory of 
loved ones during the holi-
day season. 

The trees are on dis-
play through the end of 
December, Home Health 
and Hospice office, 11 N. 
Broadway, Herington and 
Memorial Hospital, 511 NE. 
10th Street,  Abilene

 Anyone may place an 
angel on the tree. For dona-
tions of $20 or more, por-
celain keepsake ornaments 
are available. Donation 
boxes can be found at the 
Home Health and Hospice 
office and other Herington 
businesses.

 “Placing an ornament on 
the tree is a wonderful way to 
remember or honor a loved 
one during the holidays. 
These donations directly 
benefit our Hospice patients 
and programs,” said Carol 
Whitehair, Director of Hos-
pice of Dickinson County.

The community-wide 
Candlelight Ceremony will 
be at 6 p.m. Dec. 16, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 114 

N. Eighth St., Herington. 
Everyone from the commu-
nity is invited. There will 
be a short memorial reading 
followed by honoring those 
whose names appear on the 
Remember Me Tree.

 For more information 
follow us on Facebook at 
Home Health and Hospice 
of Dickinson County Kansas 
or call Hospice of Dickinson 
County at (785) 263-6630.

Remembrance trees go up in 
two Dickinson County locations

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Role of Elected 

Officials

Disaster Narrative

www.thinkconfluence.com


 

Special to the DCNT

Author Christen 
Stovall, of Salina, re-
lease her fourth fantasy 
fiction novel Dec. 10. 
The Twisted Path, from 
Boundless Fantasy, is 
available through Am-
azon in softbound print 
book and Kindle e-book 
formats. 

The e-book is avail-
able from Kindle, Ap-
ple, Barnes and Noble 
Nook, Raukuten Kobo, 
Thalia, Indigo, Angus & 
Robertson, and Vivlio. 

The story in this new 
book, The Twisted Path 
takes place 200 years 
before the story in her 
Song of Souls trilogy, 
and hence serves as a 
prequel, but it is also 
a stand-alone tale that 
people can understand 
even if they have to read 
the trilogy.

“I don’t want people 
who haven’t read the tril-
ogy to think they can’t 
pick up this prequel and 
understand what’s go-
ing on,” Stovall said. 
“It’s connected, but it 
really is pretty much its 
own separate story. One 
can definitely read The 
Twisted Path first, with-
out any confusion.” 

Her target audience is 
adults and mature young 
adults who enjoy fanta-
sy fiction adventures. 

 

Synopsis of The 
Twisted Path

She gave up every-
thing in the hope of a 
new life.

He was determined to 
make his own future.

But when murder and 
betrayal interrupt their 
plans and upend their 
lives, they must run 
from everything they 
held dear—or die.

Daughter of one of 
the most powerful fam-
ilies in the desert realm 
of Arthan, Kenna’s be-
trothal to the eldest son 
of a noble family in the 
newly-formed kingdom 
of Venallis offered the 
perfect combination of 
duty and the adventure 
she longed for, filling 
the road ahead of her 
with promise.

Second son of the 
High Lord, Niall would 
never inherit the wealth 
and position destined 
for his older brother, in-
stead finding purpose in 
service to King Fergal 
of Venallis. The path set 
for him was a straight 
and unwavering one: 
returning home for his 
brother’s wedding was 
only a minor bend in the 
road. 

Until they heard the 
cry of the banshee and 
everything changed—
forever.

About Song of 
Souls

The story of the Song 
of Souls trilogy began 
in her first novel, Soul-
bound, released Sept. 1, 
2015, and continued in 
her second novel, Soul-
fire, released Nov. 5, 
2016, the birthday of her 
late husband Dustin. It 
took more than two and 
a half years to finalize 
the conclusion of this ad-
venture in Boundless, the 
third and longest book of 
the three, which was re-
leased on Aug. 15, 2019, 
the birthday of Stovall’s 
late father, David Pantle. 

More than 1,000 print 
copies have been sold, 
and more than 1,000 
e-books have been down-
loaded, total for these 
three titles in the trilogy. 

How Song of 
Souls was born
The idea for the “Song of 

Souls” fantasy fiction tril-
ogy sprang from tragedy. 
After her husband Dustin 
took his own life in May 
2010, Stovall found herself 
struggling to find meaning 
and purpose in the brief 18 
months of marriage she had 
shared with him.  

“I desperately wished 
I could see him, speak to 
him, even if it was just a mo-

ment to say goodbye,” said 
Stovall. “It was from that 
desire that an idea began 
to form in my mind, and a 
scene started to take shape. 
A scene in the third book is 
what actually inspired the 
entire trilogy. I daydreamed 
about a specific scenario, 
and from there the charac-
ters and story grew.” 

It took Stovall near-
ly two years to develop 
the entire story, yielding 
enough material for the 
trilogy. All three books-
-Soulbound, Soulfire and 
Boundless--are available 
from Amazon in both 
Kindle e-book and soft-
bound print editions. The 
entire trilogy is now also 
available in hardback 
volumes from Barnes 
and Noble. 

“Working on these books 
has helped me to find the 
closure and purpose that felt 
so out of reach after I lost 
my husband,” said Stovall. 
“It has also provided a sense 
of legacy for the time I was 
given with my Dustin. He 
touched so many people 
during his brief 28 years in 
this life. It is my hope that 
he can continue to do so 
through these three books. 
This trilogy is my tribute 
to him. If even one person 
finds comfort and escape 
from pain in the story, it will 
make everything I’ve expe-
rienced worthwhile.”

Courtesy photo
Jeanne Schantz, wife of Brian Schantz watches as her daughter, Kimberly Schantz 
pins the detective shield onto her father’s uniform. Brian Schantz was promoted at 
the Herington City Commission meeting Dec. 7.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Herington City Commis-
sioner moved forward with 
a discussion started in No-
vember about vacating 30 
feet of the city right of way 
on McClaren Street be-
tween C and D streets. 

“We had an issue come 
up a few years ago, before I 
came on board, about some 
right away,” said Bran-
den Dross, city manager. 
“There was a property that 
(the owner) was looking to 
build a fence and … they 
noticed that the house was 
in the right of way.”

Dross updated the com-
mission about what it will 
take to vacate a portion of 
the easement at the Dec. 7 
meeting.

The easement along Mc-
Claren is 60 feet, double the 
normal 30 feet. 

Dross said he was given 
an estimate of $30,000 for 
the property survey needed 
to allow the city to vacate 
the easement.

The rise in housing prices 
in Herington has brought to 
light other houses that were 
also built on city easements. 
When houses were selling 
for $30,000 or less, people 
often purchased them with-

out taking out a home loan, 
which meant no survey was 
required by the bank.

“We’re seeing a lot of 
houses now being sold for 
over $100,000,” Dross said. 
“Now we’re seeing banks 
finance some of these hous-
es and they want to see 
property surveys around 
town. A lot of houses were 
built in right of ways with-
out getting approval years 
ago — it’s holding up some 
of those property sales.”

Dross said he will reach 
out to Kaw Valley Engi-
neering and get another es-
timate.

In other business:

City Commissioners and 
members of the Planning 
Commission will meet at 
9 a.m. Jan. 15 to talk about 
the responsibilities of the 
planning commission as 
they move forward with the 
comprehensive plan.

“I’m going to be intro-
ducing the proposed intern 
who’s going to be working 
with me and city staff on 
the comp plan at the meet-
ing on the 21st of Decem-
ber,” Dross said. 

Commissioners approved 
the renewal of agreements 
with Fire District 11, 
Clarks Creek  Township for 
$5326.69; District 7, Mor-

ris County  for $10,783.84; 
all Sections 1 – 36 in Lyon  
Township, Dickinson Coun-
ty, Kansas for $20,436.59; 
and Union Township, Dick-
inson County, Kansas for 
$2504.72 

Dross said he and Fire 
Chief Andrew Avantagia-
to have discussed raising 
some of those fees to help 
offset the costs of the new 
breathing apparatus and 
brush truck. 

“We have some soft com-
mitments for Morris Coun-
ty,” Dross said. “I don’t 
want to give that number 
out until we get a vote from 
them on it. We should see 
some increase in some of 
those service contracts in 
2023.”

Approved a revision on 
Ordinance 1814 to clarify 
the intent of a condition-
al use permit for 110 N. 
Broadway. Dross said the 
original permit was for 
one apartment only, not the 
entire property, which in-
cludes several parcels.

They also approved a 
Conditional Use Permit 
for 602 N D St. to al-
low a portable sandwich 
board sign outside a silk 
arrangement business, 
which will be opening at 
that location.
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Chapman to apply for grant to 
renovate upper floor of City Hall
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Chapman city staff 
will apply for a Historic 
Economic Asset Lifeline 
grant from the Kansas 
Department of Commerce 
for $75,000 to renovate 
the upstairs of City Hall, 
446 N. Marshall. 

City Councilors ap-
proved allowing staff to 
move forward with the 
grant application at their 
Dec. 8 meeting.

Historic Economic 
Asset Lifeline matching 
grants are designed to 
help in the revitalization 
of underutilized, vacant, 
or dilapidated downtown 
buildings. The grants are 
intended to bring build-
ings back into produc-
tive use as spaces for 
new or expanding busi-
nesses, childcare, hous-
ing, arts and culture, civic 

engagement, or entrepre-
neurship, according to 
the Department of Com-
merce website.

City Administrator 
Mark Campbell said the 
intention in Chapman is 
to renovate the upper lev-
el of City Hall into some 
form of living quarters.

In other business:

The city has entered 
into a new contract with 
Vyve for phone delivery 
services.

Campbell said the new 
contract consolidates all of 
the city’s internet, phone 
and cable services into one 
contract with a price tag of 
$1,150 a month 

The councilors also 
renewed a contract with 
SMG Unlimited out of 
Salina for continued in-
formation technology 
support.

“That’s for helping 
us with all our software 

and computer issues and 
protecting us,” he said. 
“We’ve had them for a 
number of years now.”

The council members 
approved reinstating the 
$1-a-month fee to pay 
for resident’s usage of 
Blixt Landfill for brush 
disposal.

“A long time ago there 
was $1 fee on the utility 
bills for all residents so 
that they could use the 
landfill free of charge — 
they could take the yard 
waste there. For 12 bucks 
a year they could utilize 
the landfill,” he said. 

At some point, the fee 
was dropped but the city 
continued to pay Blixt. 

Authorized city staff 
to request bids for an 
Americans with Dis-
abilities Act ramp at the 
Marshall and East Fifth 
streets intersection near 
City Hall.

City looks to vacate 
some right-of-ways

Salina author releases fourth novel
The Twisted Path is stand-alone prequel to trilogy

Courtesy photo
Christen Stovall 
of Salina, re-
cently released 
her fourth fan-
tasy novel. The 
Twisted Path is 
a prequel to her 
Song of Souls 
trilogy, but can 
be read as a 
stand-alone. 

Donations 
will help to 
feed families

Courtesy photos
TOP: OCCK donated 74 
items to the Family Re-
source Exchange Food 
Pantry, Herington. Pictured 
with FRE volunteer Deb 
Giessert, seated, is OCCK 
Specialist Susan Johnson 
specialist and Coordinator 
Jenny Richardson. LEFT: 
Herington Hospital donat-
ed $203 and 370 grocery 
items. Pictured are, from 
left, FRE volunteers Deb 
Giessert and Corkie Dun-
lap, and Hospital market-
ing manager Kymberly 
Harper. 



 

Dickinson County News-Times is excited to offer you the 
opportunity to show off your bundle of joy!

On Thursday, January 20, 2022, we will publish our annual 
page featuring 2021 babies born in Dickinson county.

We are honored to provide you with this valuable keepsake 
that can be shared with family & friends for years to come!

Baby’s Information:

Baby’s Name: __________________________________________

Date of Birth: _____________________________________, 2021

Parents: ______________________________________________

Siblings: ______________________________________________

Grandparents: _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Great Grandparents: ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Your Contact Information:

Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Phone #: ______________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

$14 PER BABY DISPLAY

Please send completed form, photo, and payment to DCNT via:
Mail or Drop-off: 6 South Broadway, Herington, KS 67449

Email: dcnewstimes@outlook.com
If you mail a photo and need it returned, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Baby entries are due by 3:00 p.m. 
on January 10, 2022

BABIESBABIESooff  22002211

By Colten Abeldt
Club Reporter

The Jolly Jays welcomed new families 
with a fall party before the November 
meeting. 

The Recreation leaders planned a get-
to-know-you game. Following the games 
President Addison Acheson called the 
monthly meeting to order. 

The Pledge of Allegiance and 4-H Pledge 
was led by Korbin Hackett and Makenzie 
Hall. Song Leaders Adeline Hackett and 
Nolan Hall led the club in a song.  Roll 
was “What is your favorite Thanksgiving 
Food” and was answered by 16 members, 
four guests, two Cloverbuds, three leaders, 
and 10 parents. Secretary Carleigh Abeldt 
read the minutes of the previous meeting. 
They were approved and signed.

Treasurer Kenzie Acheson provided the 
club balance. Council members reported 
on 4-H Radio Days. Parliamentarian Ade-
line Laughlin shared roll call expectations 

and addressing the President.  Communi-
cation from the Kansas 4-H Foundation 
was read thanking the club for their dona-
tion. Leaders reported on enrollment, Of-
ficer Training, Woodbine Christmas tree 
decorating, Woodbine Thanksgiving meal 
donation, Lions Club pancake feed, pro-
viding feedback on the new record books, 
model meeting, Zoom options for commit-
tee meetings, and disc golf sponsorship.

There was no unfinished business to 
come before the club. For new business the 
club voted to purchase new shirts. A mo-
tion was also made to donate to the Knopp 
Thanksgiving meal held in Woodbine. 
New member Sophie Polok was voted in 
as a member. 

The club voted to donate money to spon-
sor a hole at the disc golf course being built 
in Chapman. The meeting was adjourned 
by saying the club motto. The parent com-
mittee planned a craft and a soup and sand-
wich meal as well. The next meeting will 
be Dec. 12. 

Jolly Jays vote on donations
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 It was a big week for 

the Irish and Lady Irish, 
as both teams competed 
on Thursday and Satur-
day.

Chapman High School 
hosted the Vikings from 
Smoky Valley Dec. 9. 
The boys team came out 
on top as a team, winning 
42-32. 

Adding team points for 
the Irish were Julius Ray-
goza (106 Freshman), Au-
gustus Johns (170 Sopho-
more), Brayden Lexow 
(220 Junior), and Troy 
Boyd (285 Junior). All of 
those wins came via pin.  

Blake Barnum (106 
Freshman), Nick Ander-
son (160 Junior), and 
Gannon Mosher (195 Se-
nior) also added to the 
team score by way of open 
(SV didn’t have anyone at 
that weight class).  

“There were some great 
things to take away from 
those matches, and it 
seems like we improve 
each and every week,” 
said Coach Zach Lucas.

The Lady Irish hosted 
the first-ever girls dual as 
well on Dec. 9. 

“Although it didn’t end 
the way we would have 
liked, losing 12-27, it 
was a historic evening for 
our girls wrestling pro-
gram,” Lucas said. Grace 
Johns (170 Sophomore) 
and Chelsey Armbrust-
er (235 Senior) were the 
lone point-scorers for the 
night. 

All of the girls wrestled 
hard and were able to take 
away some much-needed 
mat time,” he said. 

The teams hit the road 
for tournaments on Dec. 
11. The boys traveled to 
Minneapolis, while the 
girls made the trip to Clay 
Center.

The Irish finished in 
fourth place as a team and 
saw several wrestlers on 
the podium.  

Julius Raygoza (106 Fr) 
went 1-4 and placed fifth

Travis Leasure (126 So) 
went 2-1, placing second

Nick Anderson (160 Jr) 
had a very tough draw, 
going 3-2 for fifth

Augustus Johns (170 
So) also had a tough 
bracket, going 0-2 for 
third place

Gannon Mosher (195 
Sr) wrestled well but 

went 1-3 for fourth
Brayden Lexow (220 Jr) 

went 2-0 with both wins 
by pin, finished in first

Troy Boyd (285 Jr) fin-
ished in 1st by going 4-0 
and adding 3 pins

“The girls did well as a 
team, but no team points 

were recorded (for some 
reason),” Lucas said. 

All of the girls were 
able to make it to the po-
dium at Clay Center.

Catherine Mitchell (120 
Jr) placed fourth

Taya Rowley (138 Fr) 
also placed fourth

Gretchen Hill (170 Jr) 
placed third

Grace Johns (170 So) fin-
ished in first, adding wins 
over very tough opponents

Lillian Shipman (191 
Jr) finished in fourth 
place

Chelsey Armbruster (235 

Sr) won her division, adding 
3 more pins to her record

The Lady Irish will be 
back in action Dec. 17 as 
they travel to Abilene for 
their invitational tournament. 
The boys will travel to Rus-
sell for their tournament on 
Dec. 18,

Sports BriefsSports Briefs
Rural Vista, Rural Vista, 
Centre girls Centre girls 
basketballbasketball

Rural Vista girls took 
the 48-28 win over Centre 
High at the Dec. 7 basket-
ball game at White City.

“The girls did a great 
job of adjusting without 
our starting point guard, 
Angie (Linder), we had 
multiple girls step up in 
her absence,” said Rural 
Vista Coach Kane Hens-
ley. “We will need to do a 
better job of protecting the 
3 point line on defense and 
force them to go at our bigs 
inside as we gave up too 
many open threes.

“Offensively we did a 
really good job early of 
looking inside to our posts. 
Once we got a lead, we got 
away from looking inside 
and probably shot a few to 
many threes. Our guards 

did a good job of looking 
to attack the rim after the 
threes were not falling.”

All-tournament All-tournament 
selections madeselections made

The all-tournament se-
lections from the Her-
ington Tournament were: 
Girls, Abby Tubach, Chase 
County; Bailey Rapp, Ka-
cie Acres, Rural Vista; Car-
ly Deines, Centre; Madi 
Becker, Halle Rutschman, 
Herington. Boys, Tuck-
er Groh, Cooper Schroer, 
Pax Vogel, Chase County; 
Parker Stillwell, Rural Vis-
ta, Luke Hudson, Mikey 
Silhan, Centre; Tyus Beck-
er, Herington.

Rural Vista, Rural Vista, 
Chase CountyChase County

Rural Vista girls took on 
Chase County and edged 
out a 35-33 win.

Comments: “After a quick 
turnaround from a late-night, 

hard-fought win last night 
(Dec. 10), we came out and 
got the job done, winning the 
Herington tournament and fin-
ishing 3-0 for the week,” said 
Rural Vista Coach Kane Hens-
ley. “Offensively, we have to 
do a better job of executing, de-
fensively, we have to rebound 
better, but other than those few 
things the girls played really 
well all weekend.”

Little Heat Cheer Little Heat Cheer 
ClinicClinic

The Little Heat Cheer 
Clinic for Hope girls and 
boys in kindergarten through 
eighth grades 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Jan. 9 and 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 10. The participants will 
learn skills, cheers, and a 
dance and will perform at the 
game at Hope on Jan. 11.

The clinic fee is $15, which 
includes a t-shirt. Forms and 
payment need to be turned by 
Jan. 5. For more information 
contact the school office.

Courtesy photo
Lady Irish Grace Johns with a takes down her opponent during a meet against Smoky Valley hosted by 
Chapman High School Dec. 9.

Chapman Lady Irish host first-ever girls dual
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