
 

By Amy Feigley 
DCNT Contributor

Once upon a time, you 
could drive down any back 
road and come upon a farm. 
And on that farm would 
be a house, maybe a silo or 
two, a chicken house, a milk 
barn, and then, just when you 
thought you saw it all, there it 
would be, the most breathtak-
ing barn you would lay your 
eyes upon. And, once upon 
a time, these barns, unlike 
the ones built today, were the 
masterpieces of these farms. 
They were built with such 
love and affection. Every sin-
gle nook and cranny of these 
barns were used. Whether it 
be a small milk parlor, a loft 
for hay, rows of stalls for the 
horses that granddad farmed 
with or an area for a new calf 
with room for its mama to 
join it. The kids would spend 
their summer days in the 
barn throwing hay bales. The 
barns in today’s world don’t 
hold that same appeal as the 
ones built in a past era. The 
barn at Larry and Judy Soren-
son’s place, southwest of the 
little town of Elmo, is one of 
those barns, which holds such 
beauty, along with a wonder-
ful history.

In 1944, Judy’s father, John 
E. “Jack” Bonfield wanted to 
build a barn on the property in 
which he and his wife, Pearle, 
had purchased from his moth-
er, Lena, on April 8, 1940. 
This was during the time of 
World War II and things were 
just different. He had to have 
permission from the local 
war board to purchase mate-
rials for the barn he wanted 
to build. The total cost was 
to be just a hair over $1,300. 
In those days, people did not 
waste anything. Jack had 
plans to tear down an old barn 
a half-mile away that had seen 
its better days. He planned to 
use as much as he could, ma-
terial-wise, from that decrepit 

barn. Using old and new lum-
ber, to give it a distinct look, is 
what Jack planned on doing. 
The money, Judy believes, 
more than likely went to the 
shingles, concrete blocks, and 

concrete. The barn would be 
housing for beef cattle, if nec-
essary, five milk cows, nine 
horses, and storage for alfal-
fa and prairie hay, as well as 
some grain. Not only would 

this barn increase the value 
of Jack and Pearle’s proper-
ty, but it would also give him 
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D i c k i n s o n 
County 4-H’ers 
and those who 
support them 
were recognized 
at the 91st annual 
celebration. Read 
more and see who 
earned awards on 
page 6.

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:
Awards presented at 4-H celebrationAwards presented at 4-H celebration
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Information sought 
on missing person

Once upon a time there was a barn

Courtesy photo
In 1944, John “Jack” Bonfield received permission from the war board to build a new 
barn on the property he and his family lived on a stone’s throw from Elmo. This barn, 
which is of the Midwestern style, is still in the family and is now owned by his daughter 
and son-in-law, Judy and Larry Sorenson.

See BARN P. 5

Special to the DCNT

Alex Michael Head, 34, 
of Enterprise, was reported 
missing Jan. 19, 2019.  

Since that time, according 
to a press release from the 
Dickinson County Sheriff’s 
Office, efforts to locate Head 
and his vehicle have been 
unsuccessful. Head was last 
seen on Jan. 14, 2019 in 
Dickinson County. 

He was driving a silver in 
color 2003 Dodge Durango, 
the Sheriff’s Office reports. 
The vehicle had a United 
States Air Force decal af-
fixed to the rear window.  

“Alex’s disappearance 
is suspicious in nature and 
investigators suspect that 
at least one person knows 
the whereabouts of Alex or 
what happened to Alex and 
his vehicle,” states the news 
release. “If you or anyone 
you know has information 
related to the disappear-

ance of Alex, please con-
tact the Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Office by calling 
(785) 263-4041.”

People may also leave 
a tip and remain anony-
mous by calling Dickinson 
County Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-5DK-TIPS (1-800-
535-8477), by visiting the 
website www.p3tips.com or 
downloading the P3Tips ap-
plication on a smart phone.

Courtesy photo
TOP: Alex Michael 
Head and his vehicle, a 
2003 Dodge Durango 
has been missing near-
ly two years. LEFT: The 
rear window had an Air 
Force decal.

Courtesy photo
Amanda Pagenkopf won second place in the 2021 
Kansas Department of Agriculture photo contest with 
this photograph taken in Lost Springs.

Lost Springs photo 
wins state contest

Special to the DCNT

The Kansas Department 
of Agriculture announced 
the winners of the  2021 
KDA Photo Contest on 
its Facebook page this 
month. 

The annual statewide 
photo  contest received 
280 entries showcas-
ing Kansas agriculture. 
Amanda Pagenkopf from 
Lost  Springs won second 
place in the Rural Kansas 
category with her photo 
“Just a Boy Chasing  Big 
Dreams”, taken in Lost 
Springs.  

Preliminary votes on 
Facebook were tallied 
according to the number 
of likes, comments  and 
shares earned by each 
photo or video. 

The totals identified the 
top five photos in each  cat-
egory: Kansas Weather, Cel-
ebrating Local Foods, Water 
in Kansas, Rural Kansas, 
Video  and Youth. These 
photos and videos were then 
reviewed by members of the 
Kansas State  Board of Ag-
riculture, agriculture leaders 
in the Kansas legislature and 
leadership within  the Kan-
sas Department of Agricul-
ture to select the winners in 
each category. 

The Kansas Department 
of Agriculture values the 
ability to use real photos 
from real people  in Kan-
sas agriculture. 

All photos submitted 
to the contest are avail-
able for viewing on 
KDA’s Facebook page 
and  Pinterest boards. 

Courtesy photos
From left, Gannon Mosher, Grace Mosher and Chelsey Armbruster use frosting to decorate and as the glue 
that holds the candy on gingerbread houses at 4:10 Irish Den in Chapman Nov. 26. The youth center hosted 
two gingerbread decorating sessions for middle and high school students. Later that evening Santa arrived and 
the city’s Christmas lights were turned on. The following day, Irish Den hosted carriage rides. Several activities 
are planned throughout the county and surrounding area Dec. 4 and 5 to include Homes Tours in Marion and 
Abilene; Cowtown Christmas Light Showdown in Abilene; bazaar, parade, tree lighting and holiday crafts in 
Herington; and an Old Fashioned Christmas celebration at the Heritage Center in Abilene.

Commissioners get courthouse updateCommissioners get courthouse update

Dickinson Coun-
ty Commissioners 
heard an update on 
the progress of the 
courthouse reno-
vations. See the 
update and other 
news from their 
meeting on page 3.

Holiday season kicked off in sweet style

www.p3tips.com
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Department

Nov. 8 to 22

Accidents
Nov. 10, 9:33 p.m., 270 In-

terstate 70, Timothy Patrick 
Laughlin

Nov. 10, 7:12 a.m., 1700 
Highway 18, Kelly Ann 
Bowman

Nov. 9, 6:56 a.m., 2400 
Highway 15, Henry Albert 
Kevern II

Nov. 16, 5:50 p.m., 700 
Nail Road, Taylor Mitchell 
Green

Nov. 8, 6:15 a.m., 277 In-
terstate 70, Reagan Elizabeth 
Hughes

Nov. 17, 3:31 p.m., 1950 

Avenue and Daisy Road, 
Serigio Galena Bruno

Nov. 12, 6:39 p.m., 1100 
Highway 43, Wade Levi 
Stroda

Nov. 17, 6:55 p.m., High-
way 18 and Paint Road, 
Frances Edna Fangman, 
Mary ane Rottinghaus and 
Ida Rita Rottinghaus

Nov. 18, 1 a.m., 2600 High-
way 15, Tina Michelle Miller

Nov. 14, 10:17 p.m., 1600 
Highway 43, Tyler Laine Ra-
mey

Nov. 17, 6:17 p.m. High-
way 15 and Highway 4, Har-
old Keith Becker

Nov. 12, 8:46 p.m., 270 
Interstate 70, Lucie Frances 
Garza Roberts and Elizabeth 
Grace Winkelman

Reports
Nov. 13, 6:24 p.m. at 315 

N. Pine St. No. 11, burglary
Nov. 11, 9:40 p.m. at 270 

Interstate 70, traffic complaint
Nov. 13, 6:18 p.m. at 1800 

Highway 15 block, intoxicat-
ed driver

Arrests
Nov. 18, 5:35 p.m., 109 

East First Street, Wesley Lee 
Spragg, failure to appear

Nov. 17, 3:31 p.m., 409 
S. Cedar St., Serigio Galena 
Bruno, operating a motor ve-
hicle without a valid license, 
speeding, failure to stop at ac-
cident, duty of driver to report 
an accident with an unattend-
ed vehicle or property

Nov. 17, 2:07 p.m., Paint 
Road and Highway 18, Brit-
tany Shantel Duddy, operat-
ing a motor vehicle without a 
valid license, speeding

Nov. 12, 4:24 p.m. High-
way 15 and 1100 Avenue, 
Cedric Dwayne Frank, li-
ability insurance required, 
driving while license can-
celed, suspended or revoked, 
operating a vehicle without 
registration or with expired 
tags

Nov. 12, 1:57 p.m. 109 
East First Street, Jason Dan-
iel Moore, failure to appear

Nov. 13, 6:40 p.m. 1600 
Highway 15, Jose Ramiro 
De La Rosa, transporting an 
open container, operating a 
motor vehicle without a valid 

license, improper driving on 
laned roadway

Nov. 15, 1:27 p.m. 109 East 
First Street, Michael Shawn 
Herrick, failure to appear

Nov. 8, 8:28 a.m., West 
Fourth Street and North Pop-
lar Street, Kayla Janae Con-
by, operating a motor vehicle 
without a license

Nov. 11, 10:12 p.m., 270 
Interstate 70, Jonathan Mar-
cus William Finley, driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol or drugs, operating a 
vehicle without registration 
or with expired tag, liability 
insurance coverage required, 
defective tail lamp on motor 
vehicle, battery on a law en-
forcement officer, interfer-
ence with LEO, transporting 

an open container
Nov. 12, 5:50 p.m., 109 

East First Street, Marvin John 
Peterson II, failure to appear

Nov. 9, 3:01 p.m., West 
Second and North Walnut 
streets, Carlito Luis Morales, 
ignition interlock device op-
erate a car without a required 
device, operate a motor vehi-
cle without a valid license

Nov. 8, 4:07 p.m., 109 East 
First Street, Terry Michael 
Svitak, violate offender regis-
tration act

Nov. 13, 6:41 p.m. 315 N. 
Pine St. No. 2, Julie Ann Jef-
frey, violation of protection 
order

Nov. 9, 1:20 p.m. 318 
Irish Dr., Kimberly Dee Ann 
Laporte, criminal threat

Law Enforcement Report

Thursday, December 2, 2021

Michael Erich BraschMichael Erich Brasch
Sept. 28, 1975 - Nov. 19, 2021Sept. 28, 1975 - Nov. 19, 2021

Michael Erich 
Brasch, passed 
away on Nov. 19, 
2021, at Salina 
Regional Health 
Center. He was 
born on Sept. 28, 
1975, in Coburg, 
Germany to Bar-
ry Brasch, Sr and 
Erika Karius. 

Michael was a 1994 graduate 
of Hope High School in Hope, 
Kansas. He was a truck driver 
by trade, driving many years for 
Great Plains Trucking, followed 
by driving a school bus for sev-
eral years. In 2005, Michael was 
blessed with twin daughters who 
were his pride and joy. Michael 
enjoyed fishing and spending 
time with his friends and family. 

Michael is survived by his 
mother; his twin daughters, Ma-
riah and Michelle Brasch of Her-
ington; brothers Peter Jaeger and 
daughter Marishka of Albuquer-
que, New Mexico; Barry Brasch, 
Jr and family of Trenton North 
Carolina; he is also survived by 
his aunts and uncles in Germany. 

He was preceded in death by 
his father. 

Funeral services were Nov. 26, 
at the Herington Chapel, 404 S. 
Broadway St. Pastor Bill Neuman 
officiated. Please sign his online 
guest book and leave a memory 
of Michael at www.yazelmeglifh.
com

To order memorial trees or send 
flowers to the family in memory 
of Michael Brasch please visit 
our flower store. 

Reva Jane Hoffman
Dec.30, 1924 - Nov. 10, 2021

Reva Jane (Thurlow) Hoff-
man, 96, of 
Chapman, Kan-
sas, passed 
away Nov. 10, 
2021, with fam-
ily by her side. 

A celebration 
of life will be 
Dec. 11, at the 
Chapman Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church with 
the family present for visitation 
beginning at 10 a.m. and a ser-
vice at 11:30 a.m. Attendees are 
invited to join the family for a 
meal and to spend the afternoon 
reminiscing in the Methodist 
Fellowship Hall. 

Interment will be later at 
Madura Cemetery in rural Clay 
County. The service will be lives-
treamed on the Chapman Unit-
ed Methodist Church Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.
com/chapmanumc). Online con-
dolences may be shared at www.
londeedfuneralchapel.com

Reva was born Dec. 30, 1924, 
the daughter of Elizabeth (Luthi) 
and Charles Thurlow. 

She was a native of the 
Wakefield area, graduated 
with the class of 1942 from 
Dickinson County Community 
High School in Chapman and 
attended Kansas State Col-
lege, pursuing her passion for 
horticulture. 

She was a 4-H member in Clay 
County and a National 4-H Con-
gress trip winner in 1945. Fol-
lowing high school, Reva taught 
at the Diamond and Golden 
Ridge country schools in Clay 
County and then at rural Garfield 
in Dickinson County. 

On May 12, 1946, she married 
Dean Hoffman and farmed along-
side him in Dickinson, Butler and 
Clay counties before the couple 
settled south of Pearl, where they 
lived for nearly 50 years. 

Reva was very active in the 
community, serving as a 4-H 
leader for more than 20 years, as 
well as a member and officer of 
both the Dickinson County Re-
publican Women’s Club and the 
Farm Bureau. She served on the 
election board for Liberty Town-
ship for nearly 40 years and was 
employed by ALCO-Duckwall 
for 28 years, retiring at age 86. 

Although she didn’t complete 
a college degree, she was a life-
long learner and saw to it her 
four children each graduated 
from Kansas State University. 
She always will be remembered 
for her love of family, her de-
licious fried chicken, cherry 
pie, sweet pickles, hot rolls and 
chocolate cake, but most memo-
rable are her mischievous smile, 
her gracious demeanor, her pas-
sion for nature — especially 
wild birds and the flowers and 
plants she generously shared 
with everyone — and the gentle 
care she extended to the many 
baby lambs, pigs and calves that 
paraded through her home. 

Reva is survived by sons Dan 
(Linda) of Edmond, Oklahoma, 
and Gary of Scottsbluff, Neb.; 
daughters Deanna (Dee) Wee-
da (Monty Starlin) of Creston, 
Iowa, and Sally (Tim) Stroda of 
Manhattan; grandchildren Mat-
thew (Jenn) Hoffman of St. Au-
gustine, Florida, Daniel (Jenni) 
Hoffman of Abilene, Cameron 
Weeda of Creston, Iowa, Can-
dace (Chet) Strobbe of Cascade, 
Montana, Jacob (Chelsea) Stro-
da of Randolph and Wade Stro-
da of Newton, as well as great 
grandchildren Makaela, Mia, 
Madison and Heston Hoffman. 
Also surviving are sisters-in-law 
Roberta Thurlow of Chapman 
and Bobbie Thurlow of Auburn, 
Alabama, numerous nieces and 
nephews and her dear family at 
Chapman Valley Manor, who 
loved and cared for her the last 
six years of her life.

  Preceding her in death were 
her parents, sister Emily in 1936 
and brothers and brothers and 
sisters-in-law Rod and Pearl, 
Russ and Mary Ann, Stanley 
and Carol; brothers Don and 
Wayne along with in-laws Char-
lotte and Charles E. Wilson, Le-
ola and Mace Grigg, Orla and 
Bill Owens, Phyllis and Nick 
Radice, Marjorie Hoffman, Bob 
and Louise Hoffman; and infant 
granddaughter Tina Hoffman.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be given in Reva’s name 
to Dickinson County 4-H, the 
Wakefield Museum or Chapman 
Valley Manor and dropped off or 
sent in care of Londeen-Over-
lease Funeral Chapel, Box 411, 
Chapman, KS 67431. 

Leon Joseph MillsLeon Joseph Mills
May 10, 1940 - Nov. 14, 2021May 10, 1940 - Nov. 14, 2021

As a boy, 
Leon Mills 
spent hours rid-
ing his horse, 
Bob, up and 
down wood-
ed hills and 
ravines in hot 

pursuit of outlaws and bandits. 
Years later, as a consulting veteri-
narian for feedlots, he spent hours 
driving through western Kansas 
and the Texas and Oklahoma pan-
handles. His independent spir-
it and love of the country never 
changed.

Leon was born to Joe and Cord-
elia (Anderson) Mills on May 10, 
1940 in Abilene, Kansas. He and 
his older sisters Joanna and Kitty 
grew up on the family farm that 
bordered nearby Enterprise. He 
enjoyed helping raise crops and 
livestock—but not chickens—
and went to school in Enterprise 

and Chapman, graduating from 
Dickinson County Community 
High School in 1958.

In high school, he was active in 
4-H and FFA, but music mattered 
most and he became an accom-
plished trombonist. Lucky for 
him, his sister Kitty was a talented 
pianist and they spent hours play-
ing popular songs together. As a 
junior, not only was he deemed 
worthy to play in the Abilene Mu-
nicipal Band, he marched with 
them down Pennsylvania Avenue, 
leading President Eisenhower’s 
second inaugural parade.

That summer at the county fair, 
Pat Dawe and her hot pink shorts 
caught his attention and they be-
gan dating their senior year at ri-
val high schools. As graduation 
neared, Leon and his mother went 
through Kansas State Universi-
ty’s college catalog, looking at 
majors. They started at A, but 
nothing clicked until they got to 
V, Veterinary Medicine.

Leon and Pat continued dating 
at K-State, where he joined Delta 
Tau Delta and played in the sym-
phony orchestra. They married 
three years later on July 9, 1961 
and by 1964,when Leon earned 
his doctorate in veterinary medi-
cine, Pat had graduated and their 
son Mark was born.

Leon worked in mixed animal 
practices, for a pharmaceutical re-
search company, and served two 
years as a U.S. Army captain and 
a post veterinarian at Ft. Riley. 
While there, he shared caring for 
Chief, the last U.S. Army combat 
cavalry charger and already 35 
years old. Later, Dad laughed that 
no veterinarian wanted to be on 
duty if Chief so much as coughed. 

But the true highlights of those 
years were the births of son Scott 
and daughter Cindy.

When his sister Joanna’s hus-
band, Joe Clemence, offered him 
a position at his feedlot outside 
of Herington, the family of five 
moved and settled for good. Leon 
also bought a local mixed animal 
practice and Pat managed the 
books while their dachshunds, 
Muffin and Shadrach, patrolled 
the waiting room. 

In 1980, Leon took a leap, sold 
his practice, and joined the feed-
lot consulting firm of Jim Shel-
don and Associates. He’d found 
his niche and later became an 
independent consultant. Clients 
appreciated his integrity and the 
results he produced, pharmaceu-
tical companies sought out his ex-
pertise, and his children learned 
not to ask, “What’s in the cool-
er?” The answer was probably 
“brain tissue for the lab.”

He took joy in his children’s 
joy, never missed a concert, game, 
or performance, and spent count-
less weekends at parades and ro-
deos as a Herington High Striders 
dad. As his children married and 
had children, he threw them just 
as far in the swimming pool as he 
had their parents and he loved on 
them just as hard, too.

Retirement wasn’t easy, but 
K-State sports and cruises with 
friends helped until his battle 
with Parkinson’s disease began. 
The relentless loss of mobility 
and declining health frustrated 
him greatly. Even so, hospital 
nurses and caregivers appreciated 
his wit and how hard he tried to 
keep a brave face.

On Nov. 14, 2021, he died qui-
etly at home, in his sleep. His 
parents and brother-in-law, Bruce 
Dalton, passed before him. 

His survivors already miss him 
greatly: his wife of 60 years, Pat, 
of Herington, his children Mark 
Mills (Claudia) of Prairie Village, 
Scott Mills of Shawnee, Cindy 
Herbel (Jerry) of Mesa, Arizo-
na, grandchildren Haley, Seth, 
Kelsey, Caroline, Olivia, Carly, 

Louisa, sisters Joanna Clemence 
(Joe) of Abilene, Kitty Dalton of 
Salina, and several nieces, neph-
ews and their families.

His family gathered with friends 
on Nov. 20, for the internment of 
ashes at Mount Hope Cemetery 
and again for a memorial ser-
vice, lunch and fellowship at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. Memorial 
contributions in his name may be 
made to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
or the Parkinson’s Foundation, in 
care of the funeral home.

Please sign his guest book and 
leave a memory of Leon at www.
yazelmeglifh.com.

Irene Riffel
Jan. 28, 1930 - Nov. 12, 2021

Irene Riffel, 
91 of Park City 
passed away No-
vember 12, 2021. 

She was born 
Jan. 28, 1930 
in rural Mor-
ris County, the 
daughter of 
Gus and Emma 
Ohm.  

On Jan. 10, 1953 she was united 
in marriage to Alfred Riffel in De 
Ridder, Louisiana. He preceded her 
in death May 10, 2002. 

Irene was a homemaker, a devot-
ed wife, mother and grandmother.  

Irene is survived by her two 
sons, Gregory D. Riffel (Tracy) of 
Valley Center and Leslie F. Riffel 
of Wichita; four grandchildren, 
Erik, Travis, Crystal and Briley;   
and three great-granddaughters, 
Sydney, Olivia, and Emery.  

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, loving husband Alfred, 
one brother, Harold Ohm and one 
sister Hildi Andrews. 

Graveside services for Irene 
were Nov. 19, 2021 at Lewis Cem-
etery in Ramona. The family sug-
gests memorials be given to the 
Heartland Hospice of Wichita. 

Memorials may be dropped off 
or mailed to Martin-Becker-Carl-
son Funeral Home, 414 NW Third 
St., Abilene, Kansas 67410. Online 
condolences may be sent to www.
martinbeckercarlson.com

Steve Whitehair Steve Whitehair 
Jan. 29, 1948 – Nov. 22, 2021Jan. 29, 1948 – Nov. 22, 2021

Joseph Steven “Steve” White-
hair passed away Monday, Nov. 
22, 2021 on his farm in rural 
Hope, Kansas. Steve was born 
on Jan. 29, 1948 in Abilene, Kan-
sas to Joseph and Ceola (Gatch) 
Whitehair. Steve 
grew up around 
the rural Hope 
area, settling on 
the family farm 
just north of Dil-
lon in the early 
1960’s. 

Steve attend-
ed Hope School 
from first grade 
through se-
nior year of high school. During 
his school years he made great 
memories with classmates from 
the days of riding on the school 
bus to burning hay bales in his 
high school years on main street 
in Hope. These memories made 
great stories that he shared later 
in life with family and friends.

Following graduation from 
Hope High School with the class 
of 1966, Steve went on to attend 
Emporia State University where 
he graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion in 1970. 

Steve worked for Iowa Beef 
Processors for 20 years working at 
plants in Iowa, Nebraska, Wash-
ington, Texas, and Kansas. In 1990 
Steve retired from IBP and returned 
to Hope to help on the family farm 
where he started his farming career. 

On March 4, 1994 he married 
Rhonda Swarts gaining a stepson, 
Justin Schlesener, and together they 
had a daughter, Jenny Jo Whitehair. 
In 2002, Steve moved his family out 
to the family farm, where he called 
home for the next 19 and a half 
years. Steve enjoyed attending his 
daughter’s volleyball, basketball, 
and softball games all throughout 
her school years.

In June of 2011, Steve had a dou-
ble bypass surgery on his heart. 
While he spent a week recovering 
in the hospital, neighbors gathered 
from all over the community to help 
harvest his wheat crop in just a mat-
ter of two days, a task that usually 
would last five to seven days. The 
harvest help Steve received in 2011 
was a gift he and his family will for-
ever be grateful for. 

Steve’s repaired heart continued to 
beat for the next 10 and a half years 
allowing him to share in several spe-
cial occasions with family. Some of 
those moments include watching his 
daughter graduate from high school 
and college. On May 18, 2019 Steve 
was able to walk his daughter down 
the aisle for her wedding day and on 
that same day he officially added a 
son-in-law, Lance Sherbert, to the 
family. 

Together Steve and Lance 
made a great pair on the farm, as 
Lance was one of very few indi-
viduals who Steve would ask for 
help from. Steve also enjoyed 
helping Lance and Jenny do any 
kind of yard work at their house 
just down the road from the fami-
ly farm as long as the John Deere 
4020 was needed. He thoroughly 
enjoyed driving his tractor over 
to their house, probably more 
than he enjoyed driving his pick-
up, even though he frequently 
stopped by while he was out and 
about driving. 

He was excited for the newest ad-
venture in his life to begin next year, 
as his first grandchild is expected 
to arrive in May 2022, just in time 
to help him with wheat harvest this 
coming summer.

Steve was preceded in death by 
his parents, Joseph Whitehair and 
Ceola Whitehair Schimming, and 
father-in-law Charles Swarts.

Steve is survived by his wife of 
27 years, Rhonda, of the home, 
daughter Jenny and husband Lance 
Sherbert along with Baby Sherbert 
(arriving in May of 2022) of Hope; 
stepson Justin Schlesener of Her-
ington; sister Dianne and husband 
Gene Richart of Nixa, Missouri; 
nephews: Nick Richart and his wife 
Mystic along with their children 
Westin, Amelia, and Georgia of 
Clever, Missouri; and Sam Richart 
and his wife Kristy along with their 
children Logan, Brady, and Rylie of 
Nixa, Missouri.

It was Steve’s final wish to be 
cremated with no funeral ser-
vices. The family gathered with 
friends on Nov. 27 in Navarre, 
Kansas at the Navarre Commu-
nity Building for an afternoon of 
playing cards and socializing, just 
like Steve enjoyed doing with his 
friends throughout the years. 

Friends were invited to share 
stories, and reminisce about time 
spent with Steve.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that memorial contribu-
tions be made to Farm Rescue, a 
not-for-profit organization that 
helps farmers that have fallen 
on hard times. Checks maybe 
sent in care of Martin-Carl-
son-Becker Funeral Home, or 
to make a donation in memory 
of Steve yourself, please visit 
www.farmrescue.org, click on 
the donate button on the front 
page, fill out the donation form 
accordingly and put ‘Steve 
Whitehair’ in the “in memorial/ 
honor of” section. Online con-
dolences may be sent to www.
martinbeckercarlson.com.

MICHAEL BRASCH

STEVE WHITEHAIR

IRENE RIFFEL

REVA HOFFMAN

www.yazelmeglifh.com
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
www.londeedfuneralchapel.com
www.farmrescue.org
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
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Thursday, Dec. 2
12:45 p.m. Pool tour-

nament, Abilene Senior 
Center

Friday, Dec. 3
By Appointment 

(785) 823—6000 Free 
Hearing Exams at 
Chamber Boardroom, 
106 N. Broadway, 
Herington

9 a.m.     — Veterans’ 
coffee for all veterans 
and their spouses, Taste 
of Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. — VFW 
Bingo at VFW Post 
1281, 101 E. Main, Her-
ington; early bird 6:30 
p.m., regular: 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 4 
9 a.m. — 5 p.m. on 

Dec 5 Cowtown Christ-
mas at Abilene

10 a.m. — Herington 
Christmas Bazaar at 
Community Building, 
820 S. Broadway

10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 
Sand Springs Country 
Christmas Open House 
at Sand Springs Ven-
ue, 2256 Deer Road, 
Abilene

10 a.m. — 3 p.m. Hol-
ly Jolly Fair at Salina —  
4-H Building

4 - 8 p.m. Gift Wrap 
Station at Abilene Pub-
lic Library, 209 NW 
Fourth St., Abilene

4 p.m. — Old Fash-
ioned Christmas by DK 
Co Historical Society 
and Museum at Heritage 
Center Ground, 412 S 
Campbell St., Abilene

5:30 p.m. — Parade, 
Santa, hot chocolate, & 
tree lighting. Santa will 
be in town from 5-7 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 5
4 p.m. — Old Fash-

ioned Christmas by DK 
Co Historical Society 
and Museum at Heritage 
Center Ground, 412 S 
Campbell St., Abilene

5 p.m. — City of Mar-
ion Christmas Homes 
Tour

Monday, Dec. 6
9 a.m. — Veterans’ 

coffee for all veterans 
and their spouses, Pin 
Up Cafe, Herington

7 p.m. — Book Club 
at Herington Public Li-
brary, 102 S. Broadway. 
Call (785) 258—2011 to 
find out the book.  

Tuesday, Dec. 7
10:15 a.m. — Story-

time at Chapman library
12:45 p.m. — Pool 

tournament, Abilene Se-
nior Center

5:30 p.m. — City 
Commission Meeting at 
Herington City Hall, 17 
N. Broadway

6:30 p.m. — Tacos 
and Trivia Night at Kan-
sas Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman

Wednesday, 
Dec. 8

7 p.m. — City Council 
Meeting at Chapman City 
Hall, 446 N. Marshall 

5:30 p.m. — Herington 
Lake Master Plan pub-
lic meeting, Community 
Building, 810 N. Broad-
way St.

Tandi Reiff

9 N. Broadway 
Herington 

785-258-2252

Providing 
quality service  

to our 
community. 

Home

Auto

Farm

Business 

Medical  
Supplements  

Life & More!

tandi@smart-ins.com

By Kathy Hageman
Dickinson County Pub-
lic Information

The Dickinson County 
Commission approved a 
resolution allowing a stop 
sign to be installed at 2500 
Avenue and Daisy Road 
Nov. 18

County Administra-
tor Brad Homman said 
Willowdale Township 
requested the stop sign 
after a number of near-
miss accidents. The area 
sits between Willowdale 
and Lincoln townships, 
but Willowdale main-
tains the road.

“I actually remember a 
lot of accidents over the 
years,” Homman said, 
explaining it’s located in 
the Sand Springs area and 
blowing sand often causes 
the road banks to get high-
er making it difficult for 
motorists to see from the 
east for north and south-
bound traffic.

“It’s never had any traf-
fic control or stop signs,” 
Homman said.

New phone system
Commissioners ap-

proved purchasing a 
new phone system from 
Twin Valley Telephone 
of Miltonvale at a cost of 
$27,944 a year for the next 
five years — a little more 
than $2,300 per month.

Dickinson County In-
formation Technology and 
Geographic Information 
Services Director Sherry 
Massey said the county’s 
phone system is “way old-
er technology” and that 
onsite phone servers are a 
thing of the past.

Massey told county de-
partment heads the new 
service was the lowest 
cost option and offered the 
most features.

She said the new system 
is IT based so staff will be 
able to answer the phone 
various ways, including 
answering on a computer 
outside the office, which 
would come in handy if 
the county ever had to 
deal with another office 
shutdown.

She explained the coun-
ty will still have one cop-
per phone line that will 

be used when the internet 
goes down. 

Homman said Twin 
Valley not only had the 
low bid but is also a lo-
cal company. It expanded 
into Dickinson County in 
2021.

The company will pro-
vide 138 desk sets, 74 
ported lines, eight special 
lines for conference rooms 
and nine fax lines. The 
agreement includes full 
maintenance and service 
for five years.

“The nice thing is it’s 
cheaper than what we’ve 
paid in the past,” Hom-
man said. “We have set 
aside ARPA (American 
Rescue Plan Act) money 
to pay for it for the next 
five years. It’s not going 
to come out of our regular 
budget.”

Courthouse remodel
Homman said remodel 

work on the courthouse 
still is progressing. In re-
cent days:

• Sheet rock was in-
stalled in the small court-
room and tapers and 
mudders are expected to 
do finish work. “That’s 
the last area to be stud-
ded and sheet rocked 
because we had to wait 
until the inmates were 
moved out of the jail,” 
Homman said.

• The outside of the 
courthouse is finished, ex-
cept for a couple of win-
dows, which need to be 
installed.

• The security electron-
ics vendor has started 
running wires; tile set-
ters, HVAC controllers, 
ceiling grid workers and 
electricians are working 
diligently to “put things 
together,” he said.

• The second generator 
is now scheduled to be de-
livered around the first of 
December rather than in 
January. During a recent 
Saturday the power was 
taken down completely to 
reconnect the power to its 
new location.

• Pews have been or-
dered for courtroom seat-
ing along with jury chairs, 

Commissioners 
ok new stop sign

Street  
sweeping 
scheduled

Herington city staff 
are asking residents to 
be mindful of where they 
park their vehicles when 
the street sweeper is ex-
pected on their street. The 
December schedule for 
street sweeping is:

Dec. 2 and 3 — Trapp 
north to Main and Broad-
way west to Fifth Street

Dec. 6 and 7 — Main 
Street north to Logan and 
First Street east to C Street

Dec. 8,9 and 10 — Main 
Street north to Logan 
Street and D Street east 
to Commercial Street, In-
cluding Logans Point

Dec. 13 — Trapp Street 
north to Wyatt Street and 
Seventh Street west to 
10th Street.

Dec. 14 — Wyatt Street 
north to Burns Street and 
Eighth and Ninth streets

Dec. 3 and 17 — All the 
uptown business district.

Library hosts 
homes tour

The Marion City Li-
brary will host a Christ-
mas Homes Tour from 1 
to 5 p.m. Dec. 5.

 Tickets for the fund-
raising even are $5 and 
on sale at the Marion 
City Library, 101 101 
Library St.

The tour will include four 
homes and refreshments 
will be at the Library.

For more information 
call (620)382-2442.

Old fashion 
Christmas 
event planned

The Dickinson County 
Historical Society will host 
an Old Fashioned Christ-
mas from 4 to 8 p.m. Dec. 4 
and 5 at the Heritage Center, 
412 S. Campbell.

There will be crafts for 
the kids in the Kellogg 
Schoolhouse, hot choco-
late and fudge (for sale) in 
Burklund’s Grocery Store, 
rides on the 1901 C.W. 
Parker Carousel, a live na-
tivity in the Prichard Barn 
by Faith Lutheran Church 
and of course, the jolly old 
man himself, Santa Claus, 
will be there. 

Horse and buggy rides 
between the Heritage 
Center and Old Abilene 
Town, three live bands 
and family photos in the 
sleigh ($5 per photo) will 
round out this event. The 
cost is $2 for ages 6 years 
and up, with ages 5 and 
under being free. A spe-
cial thank you to the Dick-
inson County Community 
Foundation and the Dick-
inson County Economic 
Development for helping 
to sponsor this event. 

Resource 
center to hold 
meeting

The annual meeting of 
the membership of Fam-
ily Resource Exchange, 
Inc. will be held at 10 a.m.  
Dec. 9, at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church, 118th N. 
Eighth St. Herington.

Special to the DCNT

Mark Wilson, a partner in 
Warren Wilson Hay, gave 
the Gift of Grain to sup-
port a local program, which 
distributes food to youth in 
Dickinson County.  

“We, in the heartland of 
America, see agricultural 
production all around us, but 
we need to remember there 
are those less fortunate in our 
communities,” Wilson said. 
“By giving the gift of grain, 
WWH benefits from a tax 
incentive opportunity, but the 
most important part is that we 

are supporting a local organi-
zation which provides food 
to participating schools that 
send kids home with food for 
the weekend.”

Dickinson County Food 4 
Kids is supported by dona-
tions made to the Communi-
ty Foundation of Dickinson 
County. 

“We are very apprecia-
tive of WWH supporting the 
Foundation through the gift 
of grain, and how very apro-
pos that they chose to support 
a fund, which in turn feeds 
county children,” said Com-
munity Foundation Executive 

Director Elizabeth Weese. “ It 
truly is a win-win. I would en-
courage other farmers in the 
community to support their 
charitable giving this way, it 
ensures them a tax incentive, 
and it’s so easy. They donate 
at the time of harvest at the 
grain elevator and designate 
what charitable purpose they 
would like to support.” 

For more information 
about donating the Gift of 
Grain, contact the Commu-
nity Foundation of Dickinson 
County at (785) 263.1968 or 
visit their website, communi-
tyfoundation.us. 

Courtesy photo
Mark Wilson, of Warren Wilson Hay and Debra Smart, WWH and former Board 
Director for the Community Foundation, right, presents a Gift of Grain to Elizabeth 
Weese, executive director of the Community Foundation. 

Gift of Grain supports Food 4 Kids

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703

kayspharmacy@gmail.com

2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 

for details!

Ages 12-17 must be

accompanied by a parent

See COUNTY P. 5

Thank you o our sponsor!

Thank you o our sponsor!

If you would like to become a sponsor,
contact DCNT at (785) 366-6186 or
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Happy 70th Birthday,
Mom! We Love You!

• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves, 
    debris & more.

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
    clogged gutters.

• Durable, all-weather tested system.

Call today for a free estimate!

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer spon-
sored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If 
married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into 
a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company 
may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of 
the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject 
to change without notice prior to reservation. See www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA for gift card restrictions. Expires 12/31/21.

Receive a

$25 Amazon 
gift card
With a FREE 

In-home 
Estimate**

YEARS BACKED 

BY THE SEAL

16

$99
Installation

on a Complete
LeafGuard

System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.

EXPIRES 12/31/2021.

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*
(866) 411-1638
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“Whatever happened to 
good ole hometown friendly 
eff ic ient 
customer 
service?” 

W h i l e 
there are 
s m a l l 
business-
es serving 
p a t r o n s 
with sin-
cere con-
geniality, 
the number becomes fewer 
all the time. 

Small businesses in rural 
communities and even some 
larger cities start up regular-
ly, but their life is short. Sad-
ly, not very many continue to 
survive in today’s world.  

Corporations are tak-
ing over nearly every facet 
of the economy. Obvious 
in agriculture is corporate 
domination of meat pack-
ing, livestock production 
and feeding operations, the 
dairy industry and more. 

When conglomerates 
take over local businesses, 
personal care and service 
are the first to go. Staffing 

is sharply reduced to lower 
overhead and supposedly 
increase efficiency, cash 
flow and profitability. 

Highly paid often right 
of college perhaps overly 
educated people in front 
of a computer try to man-
age businesses. They are 
thousands of miles from 
daily operations and don’t 
have a clue about those 
being served. 

Many haven’t looked 
at a map and don’t know 
where the state is let 
alone a rural community 
in it. As the saying goes, 
they “don’t know milk 
comes from a cow.” 

One thing many of those 
“workers” have is certain 
book-learned arithmetic 
skills. They zoomed through 
every mathematics class and 
can actually figure out when 
there is no profit. 

Still very few of those 
sophisticated bookkeep-
ers seem to have any un-
derstanding what is really 
required for a successful 
business. 

For a company to make 
money there must be income 
that is greater than the ev-
er-increasing expenses.  

A sales person must 
have consistent satisfied 
customers who pay their 
bills. That requires know-
ing them, understanding 
their business and serving 
another like one wants to 
be cared for and about. 

It seems impossible for a 
far-off employee punching 
buttons to comprehend their 
check is only possible when 
something is sold.  

They laugh when a local 
salesman says “I’m paying 
your wages,” but it is the 
truth. There wouldn’t be 
business profit if customers 
didn’t buy products or ser-
vices and pay for them. 

Oh, to return to times of 
nine family-owned gro-
cery stores in a small rural 
town all making a decent 
livelihood. 

No solution yet realizing 
the issue: “Corporations are 
a creation of men, not God.” 

Reminded of Numbers 15 
17: “They turned out to be 
your enemies when they se-
duced you in the business.” 

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago - 1896
A BUSINESS CHANGE 

 — Mr. Chas. E. Abbott sold 
out his 
j e w e l r y 
store to 
Mr. A. J. 
Carruth, 
recent ly 
of Buffa-
lo, New 
York, last 
w e e k 
and will 
return to 
Illinois where his wife and 
daughter are. Mr. Abbott has 
been in business here for 
several years, but Mrs. Ab-
bott’s health was not good 
here, hence the change. Mr. 
Carruth comes to us well 
recommended and takes 
hold of the business like one 
who understands the trade.

100 years ago - 1921
OIL IN WATER WELL 

— Alec Steinbach, whose 
water well recently devel-
oped a supply of oil, ap-
peared before the City Com-
mission and asked for city 
water. The oil apparently 
comes from the city oil res-
ervoir. The well is spoiled so 
far as the water is concerned. 
The city agreed to allow Mr. 
Steinbach to connect up free 

of charge but he is to pay for 
his meter and the water rent. 
When asked if he had been 
offered $20,000 for the well 
soon after oil was found in 
it, he said no.

75 years ago - 1946
SUPER-STREAMLIN-

ERS INTO SERVICE 
SOON — Two new super 
streamlined trains to be 
operated by the Rock Is-
land and Southern Pacific 
railroads over the Golden 
State route, between Chica-
go and Los Angeles, via El 
Paso and southern Arizo-
na, are now being built and 
delivery is expected during 
the first quarter of 1947. 
These trains, with fluted 
stainless-steel exteriors, 
will be powered by diesel 
locomotives, and will oper-
ate tri-weekly at extra fare 
on a 39 æ hour schedule. 
New equipment, including 
all-room sleeping cars con-
taining duplex roomettes, 
and double bedrooms, are 
also being designed and 
constructed for the Twin 
Star Rockets which serve 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Des 
Moines, Kansas City, Fort 
Worth, Dallas, and Houston.  
The new cars to operate be-
tween the Twin Cities and 

the Gulf will supplement the 
sleepers no on the Twin Star 
Rocket between Kansas 
City and Houston.

50 years ago - 1971
   UPGRADING RURAL 

SERVICE — Southwestern 
Bell’s $90,000 rural tele-
phone service improvement 
in Herington is nearing 
completion. All but a few of 
the more than 100 telephone 
subscribers involved in the 
project have been changed 
from eight-party service to 
lines with one to four par-
ties. Since the project started 
in November of last year, 
construction crews have 
buried more than 215,000 
feet of underground cable. 
More than 900 poles and 
183 miles of open wire will 
be torn down in conjunction 
with the service improve-
ment. The area affected by 
the service upgrade is in a 
boundary that extends west 
past Lake Herington, six 
miles north of the city, five 
miles east, and four and one-
half miles south. These im-
provements allow for rural 
telephone expansion in this 
area for many years to come. 
(Note: Many Herington res-
idents will remember when 
the rural party line system 
went away in 1971.)
Herington Historical Society 
& Museum, 800 S. Broad-
way.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday.

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

Two sisters sat together 
working on a puzzle late 
into the night as a storm 
raged outside. When the 
picture was complete, they 
admired all the beautiful 
colors and designs incor-
porated into the deep blue 
sky filled with balloons. 
After staring at the com-
pleted picture for a few 
minutes, one sister said, “I 
have always wanted to go 
to the balloon festival. Let’s take a trip.”

Within minutes the sisters had read every-
thing they could find on the Albuquerque 
website. They learned that the event was 
actually called a Balloon Fiesta and marked 
the dates on the calendar. The next step 
would be to convince their husbands and 
adult children that they could most certainly 
make the 9-hour trip to Albuquerque. 

As a pastor, I have been invited into many 
interesting situations in people’s lives, but 
I did not know my name was being tossed 
out by those lovely sisters until a few days 
later when they showed up in my doorway 
at church.  I looked up to see bright eyes 
and beaming smiles as one sister said, “You 
want to take a trip? Our families said we can 
go to Albuquerque if you will come along to 
keep us safe.”

That is how one of my most interesting 
adventures began.  We drove to the hotel 
where we encountered a large group of dis-
appointed people who said there was too 
much wind for a launch on that morning and 

they hoped we had better luck on the follow-
ing morning. It had never crossed our minds 
that the weather could quash our plans, but 
we kept our hopes high.

We were quite lucky the following morn-
ing when we learned that indeed the launch 
was a go. We bundled up, downed our break-
fast, filled our coffee cups, and edged our 
way along with the rows of vehicles headed 
for Fiesta Park. The morning sailed past, and 
we witnessed hundreds of balloons fill the 
air row by row. Shortly after the last balloon 
took to the sky, we headed for the highway. 

There is a photo book on my coffee table 
filled with pictures of that lovely weekend 
and even though most of our waking hours 
were spent in the SUV, it was an incredible 
celebration of life and beauty. 

I haven’t always said, “yes” to possibilities. 
If I had understood the weather could be a 
problem for the that launch, I might have talk-
ed myself and my friends out of that amazing 
trip. Much of my life has been marked by 
what I ought to do as I weigh out all the op-
tions and expectations and I have allowed too 
many of those possibilities pass me by. 

Life is filled with possibilities. I am 
learning to say, “yes” more often and I 
highly recommend it.

Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Learning to say yes

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Conglomerate takeover: 
Cause for serious concern

Upgrades on phone 
service almost done

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

100 years ago,  1921
The weinie roast was 

well at-
tended at 
the home 
of Ulrich 
Schlappy 
Thursday 
evening.

Upland 
seems to 
have been 
an active 
communi-
ty over the years – weinie 
roast, ice cream socials, 
and Sunday gatherings.   

 75 years ago,  1946
 In a communication re-

ceived last week from Ma-
jor General T.H. Larkin, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Miller, were 
advised of the burial place 
of their son S/Sgt John T. 
Miller of the United States 
Air Corps who lost his life 
in World War II. The com-
munication stated that John 
was buried in the United 
States military cemetery at 
Mirandola, 15 miles, north-
east of Modena, Italy.

Several years ago, John 
T. Miller’s niece, Susan M. 
Gorman was able to visit 
his grave.   She submitted 
the following information to 
honor her uncle:  S/Sgt John 
T. Miller was from Chap-
man, Kansas and served in 
the 751stBomb Squadron, 
457th Bomb Group (H) in 
Europe during WWII. My 
uncle was killed during the 
234th Mission of the 94th A 
Combat Wing when bomb-
ing the marshaling yards in 
Traunstein, Germany. Their 
plane was hit on the bomb 
run. The pilot took the plane 
down successfully and the 
other members of the crew 
parachuted out. The mem-
bers were listed as MIA and 

were eventually rescued. My 
uncle was killed during this 
action. His crew was the last 
one lost because of enemy 
action and he was the last 
member of the Group killed 
in action on his sister’s (my 
mother, Gleda Miller Gor-
man) birthday on April 18, 
1945. It was an honor for 
me to be able to visit his 
gravesite at the American 
Military Cemetery in Flor-
ence, Italy in October, 2013.

 50 years ago,  1971
The season’s first snow 

measuring one inch, 
blanketed the Chapman 
are November 22. Light 
flakes mixed with rain; 
fell intermittently during 
the day changing to snow 
about 5 p.m.

In 1996, they reported 
the first light skiff of snow 
on October 22.  Let’s see 
what happens in 2021!

The general meeting 
of the Lutheran Church 
Women was held on Tues-
day. This was an all-day 
meeting for the purpose 
of sewing for Chapman 
Valley Manor and for Lu-
theran World Relief. In 
addition, the remainder 
of the garments made at 
home for Near East Relief 
was brought to the church 
ready for mailing. This 
was a Christian Service 
committee project and 
thirty dresses, shirts and 
shorts for girls and boys 
were completed.

Sadly, the Lutheran 
Church closed a few years 
ago. There are still many 
service project committees 
in area churches that pro-
vide for the needs of those 
near and far, especially at 
Christmas time.

25 years ago,  1996
Nearly hidden in the 

midst of the Christmas 
decorations in downtown 

Chapman is the four-way 
red flashing light, in-
stalled by T.J. Henderson 
and other city employees. 
After the holidays the 
flasher will be turned on, 
bringing traffic to a four-
way stop at the corner of 
Fifth and Marshall. 

How many remem-
ber the last stop light in 
Chapman on the corners 
of 4th and Marshall (Old 
Highway 40)? 

Francesca Longoria 
and Meagan Schlappy 
drew the name of Wade 
Chamberlin out of the 
bag at the Chapman Se-
nior Center. Making 
Chamberlin the winner 
of the Kansas Basket, the 
first of three such priz-
es to be awarded by the 
VFW Auxiliary.  

Unfortunately, the 
Auxiliary disbanded and 
members joined other 
groups.  The VFW Aux-
iliary baskets were al-
ways a great fundraiser 
and the drawings were 
usually held the Friday 
after Thanksgiving at the 
Senior Center during the 
Downtown Christmas 
Lighting event.  Chap-
man Bucks entries were 
drawn throughout the 
evening and the finale 
was the Auxiliary Bas-
kets!  Did any of you win 
any Chapman Bucks this 
year?

Quote of the Week:  
“Winter is an etching, 
spring a watercolor, 
summer an oil painting 
and autumn a mosaic 
of them all.” ~  Stanley 
Horowitz  
 janmccormick@rocket-
mail.com

Parents informed of 

where son is buried

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK
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Words matter: Community Journalism
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

December 1 marked 
one year from the day the 
Dickinson 
C o u n t y 
N e w s -
T i m e s 
came un-
der new 
o w n e r -
ship and 
I came on 
board as 
news ed-
itor.

It’s been a good year. When 
I interviewed for the position 
one of the topics of conver-
sation was what community 
journalism meant to me.

By definition, communi-
ty journalism is locally-ori-
ented, professional news 

coverage that focuses on 
smaller communities as op-
posed to large cities, states, 
national, or world news. 
It covers a wide range of 
topics with a concentration 
on news that affects local 
readers and connects to 
their everyday life.

But it goes deeper than 
that. For me, it also includes 
writing about what makes 
our community special and 
that is, its people.  Of course, 
we cover the news and meet-
ings but we also want to 
highlight the people and ac-
tivities that make Dickinson 
County what it is.

It’s been quite the year as 
I have met some fascinating 
people from Solomon to 
Hope, Abilene, Chapman, 
Herington, and everywhere 
in between. 

Community newspapers 
also need buy-in from the 
community and we are ex-
cited to see the level of sup-
port we have.

At one time Chapman and 
Herington each supported 
their own newspapers, 
those days are gone, and not 
just in Dickinson County. 
According to Poynter, 
a non-profit journalism 
school and research 
organization, 1,800 
newspapers closed in the 
past seven years — 1,700 
of them were weeklies 
in small communities, 
just like Chapman and 
Herington. I have heard 
from many people that 
when the Chapman and 
Herington papers merged, 

GAIL PARSONS

See WORDS P. 5

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Friday, Dec. 3
Swiss Steak, Garlic 

Mashed Potatoes, 

Carrots,                 Pineapple, 

Wheat Bread

Monday, Dec. 6
Goulash, Broccoli & 

Cauliflower, Lime Pears, 
Garlic Bread

Tuesday, Dec. 7
Chicken Ala King  over 

Rice,  Green Beans, 

Tropical Fruit, Wheat 

Roll

Wednesday, Dec. 8
Taco Salad, Tortilla 

Chips, Apricots, Cookie

Thursday, Dec. 9
Beef & Pepper Bake, 

Brussel Sprouts, Pine-

apple-Orange,Wheat 

Bread

Senior Center Menus

Friday, Dec. 3
Pork Roast, Scalloped 

Potatoes, Cooked 

Carrots, Hot Roll, Fruit 

Dessert

Monday, Dec. 6
Spaghetti and Meatballs, 

Tossed Salad, Garlic 

Bread, Grapes

Tuesday, Dec. 7
BBQ Chicken Legs, 
Baked Potato, Mixed 

Vegetable, Wheat Roll, 

Fruit

Wednesday, Dec. 8
Roast Beef, Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy, 

Green Beans, Hot Roll, 

Fruit, Cake

Thursday, Dec. 9
Tilapia or Chicken Fry, 

Hash Brown Casserole, 

Peas and Carrots, Wheat 

Roll, Fruit

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • 785-263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • 785-655-9435

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956
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the opportunity to purchase 
more livestock as he would 
now have more room. The 
war board gave its stamp of 
approval and plans to build 
the barn were underway. 
Jack, along with his brother, 
Tom were set to do much of 
the work. 

The barn, once built, be-
came the home of Doris 
and Dolly, who were Jack’s 
workhorses. A small milk 
parlor that housed a cream 
separator, which Judy still 
has, was also part of the new 
barn. A milk cow was kept 
for fresh milk for the family. 
The cream would be used to 
make fresh butter. 

The big main part of the 
barn was used for hay stor-
age. Memories of her dad, 
Jack, and the neighbors put-
ting up and packing small 
square bales of alfalfa swirl 
around in Judy’s memo-
ry. An “elevator” was used 
to move the hay to the top 
of the barn. The north side 
served as a sheltered area, 
with a small fence line feeder 
area, for smaller calves. 

Electricity, in those days, 
was not always part of or 
used in the barn. The sun-
light provided much-need-
ed light during the day and 
at night, a lantern could be 
used. A small overhead light 
above the horse stalls was 
added. It was quite the mod-
ern and convenient touch for 
these times. 

Once Larry and Judy add-
ed more electricity to the 
barn, they could still peek 
through the windows to see 
what progress the expectant 
mother animal was at. But 
that one light still hangs in 
the barn as a memory of the 
good old days. 

The original roof of this 
“midwestern” or “prairie” 
style barn was adorned with 
wood shingles when it was 
built. By the early 1990s, the 
barn was re-shingled, with 
the roof being replaced with 
metal, more recently. 

In Jack’s early years, he 
had a cow/calf operation, 
with his breed of choice be-
gin Hereford cattle. Later in 
his life, he would raise feeder 
calves, something he did un-
til the late 1970s. By 1980, 
Larry and Judy began build-

ing their cow/calf herd, rais-
ing Black Angus and eventu-
ally Black Angus/Gelbvieh 
cross. By 1999, Larry and 
Judy had purchased the farm 
and remodeled not only the 
home, which her parents 
built in 1950, but did some 
updates to the barn, also. 
They moved to the home in 
2002 and have enjoyed liv-
ing there ever since. 

The barn became home 
to a birthing area and in-
dividual stalls to keep the 
new calves free from the 
bad weather. The milking 
parlor became a second 
birthing area. The main 
area of the barn eventu-
ally became a home to a 
collection of antique trac-
tors. The inside of the barn 
is still in its original form, 
except for the removal of 
the milk stanchions. The 
remainder of the barn is 
now used for storage. 

A big smile comes across 
Judy’s face as she reminisc-
es about her youth, the barn, 
and days gone by. She re-
members, as a kid, seeing 
calves being born to their 
milk cows. 

A swing that still hangs in 
the barn where Judy, along 
with her siblings, Bill, and 
Jeannie, would spend count-
less hours daydreaming. 
Times when they would 
wait out rainstorms and hail-
storms during any given year. 
When the snow would be so 

deep as they tracked out to 
the barn to feed the animals. 
When the Kansas storm sea-
son would rear its unwanted 
face with a tornado dipping 
down. Jack would always 
close the barn doors when 
bad weather was on its way. 
Animals, some wanted, oth-
ers, well not so much, would 
make the barn their home. 
Turkeys and coyotes would 
park themselves next to the 
barn and wait for, possibly, 
their next meal. 

There are so many won-
derful memories associated 
with this barn, recollections 
that Judy, Jeannie, and Bill 
have lovingly passed down 
to the next generation. 

Next time you find your-
self out on a drive, make 
sure you take the road that 
leads you to the Sorenson 
farm. Make sure you stop 
and take a look at the barn, 
ornamented with the vibrant 
barn quilt, Blazing Star, 
filled with yellow, red, and 
blue colors. 

Make sure you remember 
the stories told to you by 
your parents or grandparents 
about a barn that was on their 
place as they grew up. 

Make sure you always 
pass those stories on to your 
children and grandchildren. 
And always make sure those 
stories stay alive about an era 
that was simpler and when 
these barns were treasured 
and loved.

BARN Continued from P. 1

Courtesy photo
Leaving his mark for many generations to come, 
John E. “Jack” Bonfield wrote his initials in fresh ce-
ment, along with the date, May 1945, before the barn 
was complete. It is a reminder to his children that he 
worked hard and a testament to himself when the 
barn was completed.

St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

Alida Upland Cooperative 

Parish

Pastor Maria Foerschler

2243 3300 Ave, Junction City

11 a.m. Worship Service

785-461-5599

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington

9 a.m. Connection Section 

Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for 

adults and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with 

communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

United Methodist Church

Pastor Maria Foerschler

406 6th Street, Wakefield
9 a.m. Worship Service

785-461-5599

Worship Guide

DICKINSON COUNTY

Health Department

COVID-19 Vaccination
Pediatric Clinic

for ages 5-11yrs

Saturday, NOVEMBER 20th
9am-Noon

Clinic will be located at the

Dickinson County Health Department

1001 N Brady – Abilene

By APPOINTMENT ONLY

Call 785-263-4179 to schedule

COVID-19 Vaccination 
Pediatric Pfizer Clinic

Thursday, December 9
 4 to 6 p.m. 

All the Comforts
of  Home Heating
at  Its Best

Enjoy warmth and convenience Enjoy warmth and convenience 

you can count on all seasonyou can count on all season

with safe, reliable furnace. with safe, reliable furnace. 

785-257-3224

kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial • 24 HOUR SERVICE
Master Mechanical • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

Buying a new appliance!

Planning home

improvements?

Call or visit us online

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

in August 2020, residents 
in both towns felt as 
though they had lost their 
community paper. 

Under the new owner-
ship, one of our first orders 
of business was a complete 
redesign of the paper, which 
included defining our com-
munity. If we were to focus 
on community then we had 
to identify and understand 
what our community is.

A community is a com-
monality with others. For the 
DCNT the commonality is 
Dickinson County, which is 
comprised of several small 
communities — each with its 
own unique personality.

As a community news 
source, the DCNT aims 
to give the larger commu-
nity of Dickinson County 
a voice. As a community 
journalist, I look to tell 
the stories of the Dick-
inson County people and 
places. 

However, this doesn’t 
happen in a vacuum. We 
rely on people in all of the 
towns to submit their news 
releases and photos or con-
tact us with information on 
what’s happening. 

In the first few months, 
this was slow going. How-
ever, as the year progressed, 
we started getting the emails 

and phone calls.  It seemed 
people were beginning to 
realize this truly was their 
community newspaper, re-
gardless of where in the 
county their zip code was — 
the focus was no longer on 
just one city or another.

As we enter our second 
year, the DCNT has a great, 
albeit a small, team, which is 
dedicated to finding ways to 
incorporate more news and 
features making the DCNT 
relevant for the entire coun-
ty. We have some exciting 
times on the horizon. I am 
truly proud to be part of this 
team and look forward to 
what year two will bring.

WORDS Continued from P. 4
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which will take about eight 
to 10 weeks for arrival.

• There is still no news 
from the elevator contrac-
tor regarding when crews 
will come in to refurbish 
the original elevator. 

Employee  
appreciation

• Commissioners gave 
the go-ahead for county 
employees to receive $40 
for the holidays. Initially, 
Homman said the amount 
would be $35, but Commis-
sioner Lynn Peterson said 
he would like that amount 
increased to $40.

• Each year the coun-
ty honors employees who 
achieve various years of 
service milestones by 
awarding plaques to qual-
ifying employees. Hom-
man said in recent years 
the plaques don’t mean as 
much and some employees 
prefer other forms of appre-
ciation.

Budget Director Janelle 
Dockendorf, Human Re-
sources Director Diane 
Greenough and Homman 
met and discussed a new 
longevity appreciation poli-
cy which includes monetary 
awards for those starting 
with 10 years of service. 
Five-year employees would 
receive eight hours of per-
sonal time.

Based on all who will 
qualify for longevity 

awards, the new monetary 
policy would cost $2,500 
the next time awards are 
given.

“We feel money in the 
pocket means more nowa-
days than a plaque probably 
would,” Homman said.

Peterson said he didn’t 
want to come across as 
Scrooge, but said he felt the 
amount proposed for the 
longevity award was a little 
high.

Dockendorf explained 
the money is taxable so em-
ployees will not receive the 
entire amount specified for 
their years of service.

“It is taxable so Uncle 
Sam gets an award too for 
the employees putting in 
their time at 30 percent,” 
Homman added, explaining 
the group could not come 
up with anything that was 
not taxable.

He also noted that most 
employees will never get 
15, 20 or more years of ser-
vice because people don’t 
stay at jobs that long.

Commissioner Ron Roll-
er said he was not speaking 
for the employees, but said 
after he was retired about 
four years he appreciated 
the years of service pin he 
received from the Depart-
ment of Defense. He thinks 
it would be nice if employ-
ees could also receive a pin 
or something that recogniz-
es their service.

In other business

• County resident Jan 
Sexton met with commis-
sioners in a work session to 
discuss problems caused by 
increased traffic in front of 
their home in the 800 block 
of 2100 Avenue. Problems 
are magnified by the trains 
blocking traffic in Abilene 
which sends many motor-
ists to use alternate routes, 
including driving by her 
home. 

• The health department 
is doing vaccination clinics 
in Abilene and at various 
locations in the county. The 
COVID-19 booster shot 
was opened up to anyone 
over the age of 18. Anyone 
wanting information or an 
appointment should con-
tact the health department 
or find more information 
by going to the health de-
partment link on the coun-
ty website at www.dkcoks.
org.

• Although the commis-
sion gave the sheriff’s de-
partment the go-ahead a of 
couple weeks ago to pur-
chase a new vehicle that 
did not happen because it 
was sold to another agency 
before the county could act 
on it.

• County Counselor 
Doug Thompson said plans 
for the next county tax sale 
still are moving forward. 
February 2022 is the prob-
able time frame.

www.jostfuneralhome.com
www.smchapmanparlsh.org
www.fbcherington.org
www.kvkinc.biz
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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4-H members, supporters recognized at 91st annual celebration
Staff Report

4-H’ers and those who 
support them were rec-
ognized at the 91st annu-
al Dickinson County 4-H 
Achievement Celebration 
Nov. 23.

“Every year the Dickinson 
County 4-H clubs are asked 
to nominate individuals and 
businesses for our Friend of 
4-H Awards,” said Jill Mar-
tinson Jill Martinson, 4-H 
Youth Development Agent. 
“These awards are presented 
to those who have excelled 
in their contributions of time 
and commitment to the Dick-
inson County 4-H Youth De-
velopment Program.”

Friends of 4-H  
Individual

This year’s recipients in the 
Individual category was the 
Kody and Becky Chase fami-
ly, including Miss Hadley.

“When asked how mem-
bers have benefitted from the 
work of Kody and Becky, 
their nominator says it’s the 
small things that often our 
4-Hers don’t even realize 
have to be done to make a 
successful show, fair, or sale 
that all of us have benefited 
from,” Martinson said. “For 
over 15 years, Kody and 
Becky have worked to make 
sure that the Central Kansas 
Free Fair livestock premium 
sale comes together flaw-
lessly. They have also served 
as volunteers on both spring 
livestock show committees, 
assisted with planning for 
the new barn, and taken care 
of all of those small things 
that make a big difference.”

Even with limited access 
to local butchers during the 
summer, the Chase’s ensured 
premium buyers would have 
access to local meat proces-
sors. They also coordinate 
bids for buyers who couldn’t 
be present at the sale.

“They are always working 
to make sure that the work of 
Dickinson County 4-Hers is 
well-represented,” she said. 
“I agree with the nominator 
that Kody and Becky would 
offer help to any 4-Her that 
asked or needed it.  They 
are always there to support 
and encourage any 4-Her, or 
agent or parent, for that mat-
ter, that needs a pat on the 
back and a little faith thrown 
their way.”  

Friends of 4-H 

Business 
This year’s recipient of 

the Friend of 4-H Award in 
the business category is the 

Abilene branch of First 
Bank Kansas. Ellen White-
hair represented the bank at 
the banquet.

The bank received the 
award based on its work on 
the Dickinson County 4-H 
Foundation Phone-a-thon, 
which is held annually for 
two evenings in March. 

“Ten years ago, the phone-
a-thon was just an idea and 
the foundation was without a 
primary fundraiser,” Martin-
son said. “That all changed 
when Ellen Whitehair and 
First Bank Kansas agreed to 
host the phone-a-thon. What 
could be more fun than sit-
ting in a fancy office, after 
hours, making phone calls, 
eating pizza and warm cook-
ies, and winning prizes.”

The phone-a-thon rais-
es more than $5,000 a year 
and funds the scholarships 
4-H’ers are awarded to at-
tend area, state, and national 
4-H events.

“(The phone-a-thon) was 
a major catalyst for growth 
of the foundation,” she said. 
“That means it can do more 
for our clubs and our mem-
bers. For that, we are sin-
cerely grateful.”

Key Awards
Following the presenta-

tion of awards to individual 
4-H’ers, Kansas 4-H Key 
Award winners were an-
nounced. The Kansas 4-H 
Key Award is a special rec-
ognition that only about 1% 
of 4-H members elect to pur-
sue to completion.    

“Key award recipients 
demonstrate citizenship, 
leadership and community 
engagement by embracing 
the full measure of the 4-H 
experience,” said Emilee 
Dobbs. ”The Key Award 
is a state-level recognition 
that is widely recognized by 
employers and scholarship 
grantors as it demonstrates 
an extended commitment 
to developing leadership, 
citizenship, and life skills 
through involvement in the 
4-H youth development pro-
gram.”

This year 4-H Key Awards 
went to Haily Rock, Detroit 
Ramblers; Connor Rose, 
Holland Sunflowers; Dustin 
Rock,  Navarre Boosters; 
Teagan Seibert, Navarre 
Boosters; Joy Clemence, 
Sand Springs Rustlers; and 
Alyvia Johnson, Willowdale.

State Project 
Winners

Grant Heintz and Adam 
Snowball were recognized 

for being named 2021 Kansas 
4-H project winners. Grant 
was selected as the wildlife 
project winner and Adam as 
the spacetech project winner.  

4-H Congress 

Delegates
Adam Snowball was also 

selected to participate in the 
National 4-H Congress in At-
lanta, Georgia.  Attendance 
at Congress is a reward that 
may only be attained once in 
a 4-H career. He will attend 
as the state spacetech proj-
ect champion. Also attend-
ing from Dickinson County 
is Lyndsey Buechman, who 
will attend as a Kansas Sa-
lute to Excellence Delegate.  
As a past Key Award winner, 
Lyndsey was selected to rep-
resent the state of Kansas and 
the Chisholm Trail District – 
Dickinson County.  

Scholarship 
Winners

State scholarship winners 
were: Rylie Volkman, Hol-
land Sunflowers alumni; 
Grant Heintz, Fragrant Hill-
toppers; and Logan Buech-
man, Willowdale

Outstanding 
Newswriting 

Award
4-H reporters’ notebooks 

are evaluated based on 
monthly meeting reports, 
feature stories, photography, 
and the neatness and accura-
cy of their work. Receiving 
the outstanding news writ-
ing award was Justin Latzke 
of the Navarre Boosters.

Outstanding 
4-H’er 

Della Hettenbach and 
Grant Heintz were recognized 
as this year’s Outstanding 
4-H’ers. The award is given to 
4-H’ers who have displayed 
leadership and character in 
the county 4-H program and 
have worked to exemplify 
what is meant by the 4-H mot-
to of Making the Best Better.

Other awards
The following 4-H’ers re-

ceived recognition at the 2021 
4-H Achievement Celebration.

Chapman Shamrocks
Purple club seal
Outstanding club project: 

Fill the Box
Rylee Harris, Cloverbud 

member

Gus Moody, Silver achieve-
ment pin

Ike Moody, Clover achieve-
ment pin

Jed Moody, Silver Guard 
achievement pin

Mac Moody, Cloverbud 
member

Claire Rock, Silver Guard 
achievement pin

Elle Spohn, Member 
achievement pin

Detroit Ramblers
Purple club seal
Outstanding club project: 

Enterprise Estates Patio Com-
munity

Gabriel Boyd, Member 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bon – STEM project; Purple 
ribbons – communications, 
environmental science, horse, 
pets projects; Junior project 
champion – communications, 
environmental science, horse, 
pets projects

Eli Elliott, Bronze achieve-
ment pin

Ryleigh Farson, Silver 
achievement pin, Blue ribbon 
– beef project

Nolin Hartman, First-year 
project leader

Angela Holt, Five-year or-
ganizational leader

Anna Holt, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – bucket calf, foods and 
nutrition, and STEM projects; 
Purple ribbon – swine project;

Eyler Holt, Silver 
achievement pin;Leadership 
SQUAD – First-year mem-
ber; Blue ribbons – bucket 
calf, clothing and textiles, 
geology, and photography 
projects; Purple ribbon – 
foods and nutrition, swine 
project; Intermediate coun-
ty medal winner – photog-
raphy project; Intermediate 
county project champion – 
swine project

Connor Overturf, Emerald 
achievement pin

Kaesen Phillips, Bronze 
achievement pin

Kynlie Phillips, Emerald 
achievement pin

Charlie Purdue, Bronze 
achievement pin

Layton Randle, First-year 
project leader

Thomas Randle, First-year 
project leader

Chloe Steele, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– civic engagement project

Bentley Strickland, Em-
erald achievement pin; Blue 
ribbon – dog care and training 
project

Fragrant Hilltoppers
Purple club seal
Outstanding club project: 

Chapman Valley Manor Bird 
Feeder Enrichment, and Col-
lecting Pop Tabs for the Ron-
ald McDonald House

Jennifer Bartlett, First-year 
volunteer leader

Jordan Bartlett, Silver 
guard achievement pin

Kolbie Bartlett, First-year 
volunteer leader; Silver guard 
achievement pin

Asher DePew, Member 
achievement pin; Purple rib-
bons – civic engagement and 
wildlife projects; Junior coun-
ty project champion – civic 
engagement and wildlife

Josslyn DePew, First-year 
project leader; Silver achieve-
ment pin; First-year Leader-
ship SQUAD member; Purple 
ribbons – civic engagement, 
dog care and training, fiber 
arts, and leadership projects; 
Intermediate county project 
champion – civic engage-
ment, dog care and training, 
fiber arts, and leadership

Josey Freeman, Member 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– foods and nutrition project; 
Purple ribbon – beef project

Micah Gfeller, Clover 
achievement pin

Sydney Gfeller, Bronze 
achievement pin

Tyrell Gfeller, First-year 
project leader

Kaden Hitz, First-year 
project leader; Junior leader 
achievement pin; Leadership 
SQUAD member

Grant Heintz, First-year 
project leader; Spring 2021 
high school graduate

Renatta Heintz, First-year 
project leader; Blue ribbon 
– clothing and textile, ento-
mology, fiber arts, foods and 
nutrition, and photography 
projects; Senior county proj-
ect champion – clothing and 
textiles, entomology, fiber 
arts, and photography; Senior 
county project medal winner 
– foods and nutrition project

Shannon Heintz, Five-year 
county project leader

Callie Jones, Gold guard 
achievement pin; Purple Power 
Pack 4-H camp counselor; Blue 
ribbon – dog care and training 
project; Purple ribbon – foods 
and nutrition; Senior county 
project champion - dog care and 
training, foods and nutrition

Lawson Jones, First-year 
project leader

Caylin Kelly, Cloverbud 
member

Cheyenne Kelly, Member 
achievement pin

Shae Kelly, Cloverbud 
member

Lorelai Kuntz, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– beef projectMason Kuntz, 
Member achievement pin; 
Blue ribbon – STEM project

Justin Lefert, Five-year 
project leader

Reatta Lefert, Cloverbud 
member

Roper Lefert, Clover 
achievement pin; Purple ribbon 
– swine project; Junior county 
project champion - swine

Lucas Lehman, Purple rib-
bon – meat goat project

Brayden Lexow, Junior 
leader achievement pin

Logan Lexow, First-year 
volunteer leader

Kaylee Livingston, Ju-
nior leader achievement pin; 
Leadership SQUAD member; 
Blue ribbons – dog care and 
training, and leadership proj-
ects; Purple ribbons – beef 
and visual arts projects; Inter-
mediate county project medal 
– visual arts project

Jill Martinson, Five-year 
project leader

Lawson Norton, Cloverbud 
member

Madelynn Norton, First-
year project leader; Clover 
achievement pin

Emil Pickerign, Clover 
achievement pin

Layla Pickerign, Silver 
guard achievement pin

Carly Rothfuss, Silver 
guard achievement pin; Lead-
ership SQUAD member; 
Blue ribbon – dog care and 
training, and horse projects; 
Senior county project cham-
pion – horse

Campbell Stoffer, Clover-
bud member

Christine Stoffer, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – foods and nutrition, 
and swine projects; Purple 
ribbons – clothing and tex-
tiles, and sheep projects

Jason Stoffer, First-year 
project leader

Katherine Stoffer, Clover 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – foods and nutrition, 
sheep, and swine projects

Matthew Stoffer, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – clothing and textiles, 
foods and nutrition, sheep, 
and swine projects

Aubrie Zook, Cloverbud 
member

Brinley Zook, Emerald 
achievement pin

Kaylin Zook, Clover 
achievement pin

Holland Sunflowers
Purple club seal
Allison Abeldt, Gold 

achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– sheep project; Purple ribbon 
– dairy project; Senior coun-
ty project champion – dairy, 
sheep

Brandon Abeldt, Emerald 
achievement pin; Purple rib-
bon – sheep project 

Landen Barten, Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue ribbons 
– plant science, self-deter-
mined, STEM, Swine projects; 
Intermediate county project 
champion – plant science

Lucy Barten, Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – beef, fiber arts proj-
ects; Purple ribbon – swine 
project; Intermediate project 
medal winner – swine

Fort Hays Fort Hays 
A total of 693 students 
completed associate, bach-
elor, or graduate degrees at 
Fort Hays State University 
in the summer 2021 term.

 The university conferred 
167 graduate degrees — 
master’s, education spe-
cialist, and doctor of nurs-
ing practice degrees, 526 
bachelor’s degrees, and 
seven associate degrees. 
Graduates who requested 
privacy are included in the 
count but omitted from this 
listing.

Fort Hays State Univer-
sity does not release de-

gree lists until transcripts 
have been verified as hav-
ing met all requirements 
for graduation.  

Graduates from Dick-
inson County were: Cody 
Lee Wyckoff, of Abilene, 
with a bachelor of general 
studies, general business; 
Sadie Lynae Selenke, of 
Chapman, with a bachelor 
of science in nursing; Mor-
gan Stryker, of Herington, 
with a Master of Science 
in special education, high 
incidence; and Bryson L. 
Homman, of Solomon, 
with a bachelor of fine arts, 
interior design.

Emporia StateEmporia State
Emporia State Univer-

sity congratulates nearly 
250 students who received 
their academic degrees 
after completing the sum-
mer 2021 semester. Stu-
dents who earned degrees 
from this area are: Reagan 
Emig of Abilene, bachelor 
of science in psychology; 
Crystal Holmes of Hills-
boro, master of science in 
special education; Rylee 
Schlesener of Hope, mas-
ter of science in early 
childhood unified; and Mi-
chael Wetta of Peabody, 
master of library science.

College briefsCollege briefs

Herington  785-258-2244 • Marion  620-382-2112
Hillsboro  620-947-2112

Council Grove  620-767-7877

Sawyer
Funeral Home

Whitewater  316-799-2000

yazel-Megli
Funeral Homes

laMb
Funeral Home

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. Get 
help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-785-922-9098
Dental50Plus.com/dcnt

See 4-H P. 8

www.dental50plus.com/dcnt
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County
Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARYFINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon. - Fri.

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 

can depend on
You can count on Heil® heating 

systems for high efficiency furnaces 
and reliable performance, backed by 

outstanding warranties.

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Classified
 Animals/Livestock

Use Xylecide® anti-fun-

gal shampoo to treat ring-

worm on dogs & horses. 

Eliminates shedding & dog-

gy odor. At Orscheln Farm 

& Home (www.fleabeacon.
com)

For Sale

Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 

for only $300/ week. Find 

employees, sell your home 

or your car. Call the Kansas 

Press Association @ 785-

271-5304 today! 

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 

MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Ameri-

ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 

Movers. Let us take the 

stress out of moving!  Speak 

to a Relocation Specialist, 

call 888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 

& Shades. FREE in-home 

estimates make it conve-

nient to shop from home. 

Professional installation.  

Top quality - Made in the 

USA.  Call for free consul-

tation:  844-740-0117.  Ask 

about our specials!

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts avail-

able.  Call: 844-980-0025 
It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Nurse….day shift

FT C.N.A.…evenings

FT CMA……evening

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

785-366-6186 or785-366-6186 or

Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SPECIALTY

SERVICES

HVAC

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

SEASONAL

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Help Wanted
Home Health and Hospice of Dickinson County is 

seeking to hire a Part-Time Registered Nurse or Licensed 

Practical Nurse for the Herington area.

Must have a current Kansas RN or LPN license and be 

live in the Herington area.  Good communication skills 

and compassion will get you this job!  Also must have 

general computer skills. Bonus available for experience.

SIGN ON BONUS OF $1,000!
If you are interested in this position, please submit 

your application and resume online at www.mhsks.org.  

For more information call Carol Whitehair or Danielle 

Gantner at 785-263-6630. Send resume to dgantner@

mhsks.org or cwhitehair@mhsks.org. EOE

Join our team of Health Care Champions today!

VETERINARY

CELEBRATE
our DOWNSIZING

with us!
Over 50 pianos & organs priced to sell FAST!! 

• Vertical Pianos: FREE & Up!
• Steinway Grands from $4,988!
• Digital Pianos as low as $1,188!
• Yamaha C2 Grand (Over $43K new) $14,888
• LOTS OF FREE STUFF: 2 organs, a Baby

Grand, 3 pianos, metronomes, music,
accessories & Much More!

MID-AMERICA PIANO, LLC
241 Johnson Rd., Manhattan, KS

800-950-3774

PIANO4U.COMPREVIEW
ONLINE!

Misc.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 

OR MORE ON YOUR 

TAXES? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 

resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-462-2769

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or 

not!  All conditions accepted.  

Free pickup.  Call for details. 

844-268-9386

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS! 

Save your money on your 

Medicare supplement plan. 

FREE QUOTES from top 

providers. Excellent cover-

age. Call for a no obligation 
quote to see how much you 

can save! 855-587-1299

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 

with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 

updates! We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial 

Aid Available for those who 
qualify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER and 60+ 

years old? Call now! You 

and your family may be en-

titled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 866-

327-2721 today. Free Con-

sultation. No Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS 

WANTED! Page Publishing 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-

thor submission kit!  Limited 
offer!  Why wait?  Call now: 

855-939-2090

Want a place in our directory?Want a place in our directory?

Call or E-mail us for more details.Call or E-mail us for more details.

www.mhsks.org
www.salemhomeks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.stevecrichton.com
www.piano4u.com
www.kshousingcorp.org/emergency-rental-assistance
www.kvkinc.biz
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Steven Bogart, Clover 
achievement pin; Purple rib-
bon – swine

Stockton Bogart, Clover-
bud member

Cash Emig, Member 
achievement pin

Dally Emig, Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– sheep project

Jo Emig, First-year organi-
zational leader

Autumn Felbush, Clover 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – beef, bucket calf, per-
forming arts projects; Junior 
county project champion – 
performing arts

Dean Felbush, Cloverbud 
member

Austin Fink, First-year 
project leader

Clayton Gfeller, Blue rib-
bon – bucket calf, wood sci-
ence projects; Intermediate 
project champion – bucket 
calf, wood science

Alisa Greene, First-year or-
ganizational leader

Annalee Greene, Gold 
achievement pin; Leadership 
SQUAD member; Blue ribbon 
– foods and nutrition project

Lily Gruen, Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon – 
foods and nutrition, self-deter-
mined projects; Purple ribbon 
– clothing and textiles project; 
Intermediate county project 
champion – self-determined

Ava Hedstrom, First-year 
project leader; Clover achieve-
ment pin; Blue ribbon – visu-
al arts, photography, reading 
projects; Purple ribbon – foods 
and nutrition, clothing and tex-
tiles projects; Junior project 
champion – clothing and tex-
tiles, photography, reading

Cora Hedstrom, Member 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– foods and nutrition, visual 
arts projects; Purple ribbon – 
clothing and textiles project

Ezra Hedstrom, Cloverbud 
member

Blake Murphy, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bon – wood science project; 
Purple ribbon – plant science 
project; Junior county project 
champion – wood science

Jessica Murphy, First-year 
project leader

Allison Rose, Junior leader 
achievement pin; Leadership 
SQUAD member; Blue rib-
bon – leadership project

Conner Rose, Purple Pow-
er Pack 4-H Camp counselor; 
Leadership SQUAD member

Farah Rothchild, First-year 
project leader

Austin Smiley, Clover 
achievement pin; Purple rib-
bon – meat goat, bucket calf, 
STEM projects; Junior project 
champion – bucket calf, STEM

Benson Smiley, Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bon – STEM project; Purple 
ribbon – meat goat, visual arts 
projects; Intermediate county 
project champion – STEM, 
visual arts

Evie Schwarz, Spring 2021 
high school graduate

Adam Snowball, Gold 
achievement pin; Leadership 
SQUAD member; Blue rib-
bon – wood science project; 
Purple ribbon – leadership, 
plant science, STEM proj-
ects; Senior county project 
champion – leadership, plant 
science, STEM, wood science

Michele Snowball, Ten-
year project leader

Kenlee Strunk, Clover 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– self-determined, visual arts, 
wood science projects

Jolly Jayhawkers
Purple club seal
Outstanding club project: 

Sunshine Bags with Kansas 
Beats the Virus

Carleigh Abeldt, Emer-
ald achievement pin; Purple 
ribbons – meat goat, pho-
tography, sheep projects; 
Intermediate county project 
champion – meat goat, pho-
tography, sheep

Cohen Abeldt, Cloverbud 
member

Colten Abeldt, Bronze 
achievement pin; Purple rib-
bons – meat goat, sheep proj-
ects; Junior county project 
champion – meat goat, sheep

Addison Acheson, Emerald 
achievement pin; Purple ribbon 
– beef project; Intermediate 
county project champion - beef

Kinsey Acheson, First-
year project leader; Mem-
ber achievement pin; Purple 
ribbon – beef project; Junior 
county project champion - 
beef

Courtney Dixon, First-year 
project leader

Max Dixon, Member 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – plant science, poul-
try, wildlife projects; Purple 
ribbon – clothing and textiles 
project

Adeline Hackett, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– swine project

Korbin Hackett, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– foods and nutrition project

Mandy Hackett, First-year 
volunteer leader

Makenzie Hall, Silver 
guard achievement pin; Lead-
ership SQUAD member; 
Purple ribbon – clothing and 
textiles, foods and nutrition, 
performing arts ; Intermediate 
county project medal winner 
– clothing and textiles, foods 
and nutrition; Intermediate 
county project champion – 
performing arts

Reilly (Ethan) Hall, First-
year project leader; Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– foods and nutrition project; 
Purple ribbon – clothing and 
textiles project

Della Hettenbach, Spring 
2021 high school graduate; 
Purple Power Pack 4-H Camp 
counselor; Outstanding grad-
uated Leadership SQUAD 
member

Susan Hettenbach, Five-
year volunteer leader

Colt Houseman, Cloverbud 
member

Adeline Laughlin, Emerald 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – foods and nutrition, 
swine projects

Charlotte Laughlin, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– foods and nutrition, plant 
science, visual arts projects

Lyon Prospectors
Cecily Beck, Cloverbud 

member
Dillon Knepp, Spring 2021 

high school graduate
Aaron Stika, First-year 

project leader
Angie Stika, Five-year 

project leader
Elena Zeller, First-year 

project leader

Navarre Boosters
Purple club seal
Outstanding club project: 

Making the Best Better
Dalton Davidson, Clover 

achievement pin
Ashley Dester, Five-year 

volunteer leader
Audrey Dester, Emerald 

achievement pin
Colt Dester, Silver guard 

achievement pin
Alice Hill, First-year proj-

ect leader; Clover achieve-
ment pin; Blue ribbon – foods 
and nutrition, leadership proj-
ects; Purple ribbon – sheep, 
dairy, poultry projects; Junior 
county project champion – 
dairy, leadership, poultry

Brianna Hill, Silver guard 
achievement pin; Leadership 
SQUAD member; Purple rib-

bon – sheep, dairy project; 
Intermediate county project 
champion - dairy

Asher Hulsey, Emerald 
achievement pin

Nadia Hutzenbiler, Mem-
ber achievement pin

Nathan Hutzenbiler, Mem-
ber achievement pin

Victoria Jackson, Clover 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– dairy, dog care and training, 
rabbit projects; Junior county 
project champion – dog care 
and training, rabbit

Jace Latzke, Bronze 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– STEM: energy management; 
Purple ribbon – foods and nu-
trition, geology projects; Ju-
nior county project champion 
– foods and nutrition, geology, 
STEM: energy management

Janessa Latzke, Cloverbud 
member

Justin Latzke, First-year 
project leader; First-year 
county project leader; Silver 
guard achievement pin; Pur-
ple ribbons - STEM: energy 
management, foods and nutri-
tion, geology projects; Inter-
mediate county project medal 
winner – foods and nutrition; 
Intermediate county project 
champion – STEM: energy 
management, geology

DeDe Lorson, Ten-year 
project leader

Easton Lowry, Cloverbud 
member

Spencer Riffel, Purple Pow-
er Pack 4-H Camp counselor

Carmen Rock, First-year 
Leadership SQUAD member

Dustin Rock, First-year 
project leader; Purple Power 
Pack 4-H Camp counselor; 
Leadership SQUAD member

Elliot Rock, Silver achieve-
ment pin

Teagan Seibert, Leadership 
SQUAD member

Tucker Seibert – Stroda, 
Gold achievement pin; Lead-
ership SQUAD member; Blue 
ribbon – swine project; Purple 
ribbon – meat goat project; 
Senior county project cham-
pion – meat goat, swine

TeCoa Stroda, Ten-year 
county project leader

Reese Whitehair, First-year 
project leader; Silver guard 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– performing arts, photog-
raphy project; Intermediate 
county project medal winner 
- photography

Wakeen Whitehair, Member 
achievement pin; Purple ribbon: 
visual arts; Junior county project 
medal winner – visual arts

Wesley Whitehair, Clover 
achievement pin; Blue rib-
bon – visual arts, self-de-
termined projects; Purple 
ribbon – foods and nutrition 
project; Junior county proj-
ect champion – self-deter-
mined; Junior county project 
medal winner – foods and 
nutrition

Newbern Wideawakes
Ava Brown, Member 

achievement pin; Blue rib-
bons – foods and nutrition, 
horse projects; Purple ribbon 
– meat goat project

Sarah Brown, Five-year 
county project leader

Ty Cornell, Member 
achievement pin; Blue ribbon 
– wildlife project

Ava Crist, First-year project 
leader

Olivia Crist, First-year 
project leader; Spring 2021 
high school graduate

Sand Springs Rustlers
Purple club seal
Godric Baetz, Clover 

achievement pin; Purple rib-
bon – entomology, plant sci-
ence, visual arts projects; Ju-
nior county project champion 
– entomology, plant science, 
visual arts

Jason Baetz, First-year 
volunteer leader

KaAnn Baetz, Clover 
achievement pin; Purple rib-
bon – clothing and textiles, 
foods and nutrition projects; 
Intermediate county project 
champion – clothing and tex-
tiles, foods and nutrition

Joy Clemence, Purple 
Power Pack 4-H Camp coun-
selor; Leadership SQUAD 
member

Kayleigh Karraker, First-
year volunteer leader

Solomon Wranglers
Purple club seal
Brecken Coup, Silver 

achievement pin; First-year 
Leadership SQUAD member

Kierstyn Coup, Bronze 
achievement pin

Quincy Coup, Member 
achievement pin

Spencer Coup, Leadership 
SQUAD member

Kyle Ryan, Gold guard 
achievement pin

Abigail Zerbe, Silver guard 
achievement pin; First-year 
Leadership SQUAD member

Hayden Zerbe, Junior lead-
er achievement pin; First-
year Leadership SQUAD 
member

Willowdale  
Purple club seal
Alice Bathurst, Blue ribbon 

– leadership project
Eden Bathurst, Blue ribbon 

– leadership project; Purple 
ribbon – visual arts project; 
Senior county project medal 
winner – leadership; Senior 
county project champion – vi-
sual arts

Logan BuechmanSpring 
2021 high school graduate; 
Outstanding graduated Lead-
ership SQUAD member

Lyndsey Buechman, , Gold 
guard achievement pin; Lead-
ership SQUAD member; Blue 
ribbon – leadership project

Zander Enrich, Purple 
Power Pack 4-H Camp coun-
selor; Leadership SQUAD 
member; Purple ribbon – 
leadership project; Senior 
county project medal winner 
- leadership

Alyvia Johnson, Spring 
2021 high school graduate; 
Purple Power Pack 4-H Camp 
counselor; Outstanding grad-
uated Leadership SQUAD 
member

Amara Johnson, Gold 
achievement pin; Leadership 
SQUAD member

Leann Johnson, Five-year 
county project leader

Russell Johnson, Five-year 
project leader

Abigail Lillard, Spring 
2021 high school graduate; 
Outstanding graduated Lead-
ership SQUAD member

Chase Lillard, Leadership 
SQUAD member

Jace Loucks, Member 
achievement pin

Eden McAsey, Emerald 
achievement pin

Jayce McAsey, Silver 
achievement pin

Kristen McAsey, First-year 
volunteer leader

Matt McAsey, First-year 
volunteer leader

Quinn McAsey, Bronze 
achievement pin

Isabella Montgomery, 
Bronze achievement pin

Heidi Schlesener, Spring 
2021 high school graduate; 
Outstanding graduated Lead-
ership SQUAD member

Chase Swanson, Leader-
ship SQUAD member

Jade Wilson, Silver 
achievement pin

Josie Wilson, Silver 
achievement pin

Carson Woodworth, Gold 
achievement pin

Jensen Woodworth, Gold 
guard achievement pin

4-H Continued from P. 6

D I C K I N S O N  C O U N T Y

COOKIE

CRUMBLE!

THE DRIVING DICKINSON COUNTY PARTNERSHIP 

 PRESENTS...

Entries due by Dec. 10th

Enter today at:

bremgr@dkedc.com 

Do you have what it takes to win the
Cookie Crumble?

3 categories
1 judge

1 ultimate crumble champion
 

*Category winners for taste,
presentation and decoration

or by calling 785-200-3518.

Single copies of

Chapman
Casey’s General Store

Chapman Food Mart

Dollar General

Kansas Coffee & Ice 

Cream

Hope

The End Zone

Abilene

West’s Country Mart

Zey’s Market

Herington
A Taste of Home

AMPRIDE

Barnes Heartland Foods

Dickinson County   

News-Times

Dollar General

First Impressions   

Beauty Salon

Kay’s Pharmacy

Ralph & Izzy’s Coffee Shop

The Spot

Uncle Bob’s Bowling and 

Pinup Café

106 N Broadway, Herington, KS106 N Broadway, Herington, KS

785.366-6186 • office@dickinsonnewstimes.com785.366-6186 • office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Only
$

1 each

Pool players hold weekly 

tournaments in Abilene
Courtesy photo
The 8 ball determine the winner of the weekly pool tour-
nament at the Abilene Senior Center. Connie Covington 
captained the winning team and Joe Hess won the game 
that split a tiebreaker. She and her team had 23 wins over 
Dee Rodda’s team with 22 wins. Pictured are the winners 
with Jim Covington, Connie Covington, Tally Kanz and 
Dan Morton seated. Standing are Joe Hess, Mike Taplin 
and Jim Howie.  Next match will be Dec. 2 at 12:45 p.m.



 

Reservist takes oath at Arrowhead Stadium
Courtesy photo

Nathaniel Reimer, fourth from the right, of Herington, is shown on the jumbo-tron at Arrowhead Stadium. 
Reimer along with 29 others participated in an enlistment ceremony during half-time of the Chiefs vs Cow-
boys game Nov. 21. Reimer is going into the Army Reserves and did his original enlistment in October. He will 
report to Fort Leonardwood, Missouri for one station unit training.
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Employers advised to not 
question religious waivers
Special to the DCNT

TOPEKA — Kansas 
Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt advised employ-
ers in the state not to in-
quire into the sincerity of 
an employee’s religious 
belief when that person 
claims a religious waiver 
from a COVID-19 vaccine 
requirement in a Nov. 24 
statement.

New state legislation 
that became effective Nov. 
23 requires all employers, 
public or private sector, to 
accommodate employee 
requests for relief from 
COVID-19 vaccine re-
quirements on the ground 
the requirement violates 
a sincerely held religious 
belief. 

Schmidt said some 
employers have been re-
quiring employees who 
claim a religious waiver 
to complete questionnaires 
designed to gather infor-
mation for use in evalu-
ating the sincerity of the 
their religious beliefs. For 
example, some question-
naires asked how long the 
employee had held the par-
ticular belief and request-
ed documentation of the 
existence of the employ-
ee’s faith and of how te-
nets of the faith precluded 

COVID-19 vaccination. In 
at least some cases, public 
employers also established 
review committees or pro-
cedures that would evalu-
ate an employee’s response 
and determine whether the 
employee had sufficiently 
demonstrated a “sincere” 
religious belief that would 
justify granting the waiver.

Those sorts of inquiries 
and discretionary determi-
nations are now illegal in 
Kansas, Schmidt said.

“In Kansas, an employ-
ee’s religious faith may not 
be put on trial in order to 
obtain the waiver to which 
the employee is entitled 
by law,” Schmidt said. “It 
is particularly distressing 
when a public-sector em-
ployer – an agent of the 
government – sits in judg-
ment of the sincerity of an 
employee’s religious faith. 
Under the new law now in 
effect, that is not only dis-
tressing, it is also illegal.”

Schmidt said he is di-
rectly contacting pub-
lic-sector employers that 
he is aware may be in vio-
lation of the new law and 
advising them they must 
immediately cease and 
desist any illegal proce-
dures and properly grant 
employee requests for re-
ligious waivers. 

Schmidt encouraged 
all employers to review 
procedures for receiving 
and granting employee re-
quests for religious waiv-
ers and conform with the 
law. He said under the new 
law, employees aggrieved 
by an employer’s viola-
tion of the law may file a 
complaint with the Kansas 
Department of Labor, and 
an employer who is found 
in violation and does not 
correct illegal actions or 
procedures may be subject 
to civil penalties imposed 
by a court at the request of 
the AG’s office.

“The purpose of this 
new law is to protect 
workers, not to punish 
employers,” Schmidt said. 
“We seek compliance, not 
punishment. So I encour-
age all Kansas employ-
ers, whether public or 
private, to immediately 
review their policies and 
procedures and conform 
them to the requirements 
of the new law in order to 
respect the religious liber-
ties of Kansas workers as 
the law requires.”

A copy of the new law 
approved Nov. 22 by the 
Legislature and that be-
came effective yesterday 
is available at https://bit.
ly/3nOES1T.

FREE INSPECTION 
& SAME DAY ESTIMATE!
Call (833) 833-3810

EXPERTS IN

Wet Basements

Foundation 

Cracks

Sinking Concrete

Nasty Crawl Spaces

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

Power your home, save money and 

be prepared for utility power outages 

with the PWRcell, a solar + battery 

storage system.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 

OFFER!*

(866) 335-2856

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 

**Financing available through authorized 

Generac partners.

Solar panels sold separately.

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com


 

Christmas
Gift Subscription Special

Buy a gift subscription to the Dickinson
County News-Times for one year and get: 

15 months for the price of 12!
(Or just give yourself a special gift and take

advantage of the savings)

In-State: $49.50

Out-of-State: $62.00

*Limit 3-year renewal

Name:     _________________________

Address: _________________________

___________________________________

Amount Enclosed: ______________
 6 S. Broadway, Herington, KS 67449  |  785-366-6168 

{  }Start my subscription  {  }Extend my subscription  {  } Gift this subscription

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone #: ______________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________________

Amount enclosed: (In-State)      {  } $49.50 - 1 year      {  } $99.00 - 2 years      {  } $148.50 - 3 years

(Out of State)      {  } $62.00 - 1 year      {  } $124.00 - 2 years    {  } $186.00 - 3 years      
* If you would like to pay by card, please call our office at (785) 366-6186 Monday through Friday, between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

* Recipients of gift subscriptions will receive a mailed notification of your gift. Please include any message you would like included with their notice:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6 South Broadway Herington, KS 67449    (785) 366-6186    office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

EElleemmeennttaarryy  ssttuuddeennttss  ffrroomm
CChhaappmmaann,,  HHeerriinnggttoonn,,  &&  HHooppee
sscchhoooollss  aarree  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  tthheeiirr

HHoolliiddaayy,,  CChhrriissttmmaass,,  aanndd
NNeeww  YYeeaarr’’ss  ddrraawwiinnggss!!

ADOPT AN ARTIST!

If you would like to sponsor a
child’s drawing to be placed in our 

Christmas or New Year’s publications, 
please call us at 785-366-6186

to reserve your spot! 
Discounts provided to sponsors of both!
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By Hayden Zerbe
Club Reporter

November is a month 
for “Giving” for most 
families, but in reality 
every day should be a day 
for giving when people 
need help.  

Operation Gorilla Fam-
ily is what Solomon re-
fers to as their Angel Tree 
Program.  

There is an Angel Tree 
at Cowboy Weigh and 
there are many opportu-
nities in our community 
to participate in “Stuff 
the Bus,” which provides 
food and the necessary 
paper goods that people 
need.  

The 4H has voted to 
provide the spaghet-
ti meals once again for 
these families.  

The club pays for the 
hamburger meat, to be 
picked up at Bush’s Mar-
ket for these ready to go 
sacks of Italian food for 
each family.

The pledge of alle-
giance and 4H pledge was 
led by Kierstyn Coup.  

Roll call was answered 
by sharing their favorite 
Thanksgiving food.. 

There were seven 
members, two leaders, 
and one adult present. 
Reporter Hayden Zerbe 
was absent.  

Treasurer, Breken Coup 
gave the club a balance of 
$3,041.78.

Leader Justin Coup re-
minded members to sign 
up for the “new year” as the 
deadline is December 1st.  
Club Officers also need to 
complete training by this 
date as well.  The achieve-
ment banquet is 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 23, with pizza provid-
ed and the awards starting 
at 7:30 PM.  

Lumber House has do-
nated $100 to our club to 
be used to provide a ser-
vice to our community.  
This will be used to adopt 
a few kids or a family from 
the local Operation Gorilla 
Campaign.

For the program, Kiers-
tyn Coup made a fun fall 
snack as her demonstra-
tion to be shared at the 
conclusion of the meet-
ing. Quincy Coup read 
Another Monster at the 
End of This Book writ-
ten by Jon Stone. Spencer 
Coup motioned to adjourn 
the meeting, Brecken 
Coup seconded the mo-
tion after  saying the club 
motto, “To make the best 
better.”

Solomon Wranglers 
4-H’ers focus on giving


