
 

By Amy Feigley 
DCNT Contributor

Close your eyes and 
imagine a picturesque 
barn. One that is the home 
to horses that your grand-
pa uses to farm with and 
maybe a few that he rides 
to check the cattle. A loft 
full of hay bales to feed 
the cattle. A mama cat and 
her kittens slurping up the 
milk after the cows had 
their morning milking. An 
area for those sick cattle to 
be nursed back to health. 
When we ask our parents 
and grandparents genera-
tion, this is what they will 
tend to remember. There is 
a beautiful big red barn lo-
cated a stone’s throw from 
Carlton, which holds those 
same memories.

Ninety-year-old Leon 
Hahn remembers a time 
when those big, beautiful 
barns could be seen on most 
farms. Now, they are a rari-
ty, something that has been 

replaced by a steel shed 
with a lot of workspace 
for the farmers. Something 
that doesn’t stand the test 
of time like those original 
50 foot plus size barns. A 
barn where you could run 
around in the hay loft with 
your friends. A barn where 
neighbors, dressed in their 
best attire, would gather for 
a dance on a Saturday night. 
A barn, that sadly enough, 
is a dying breed.

Located on Highway 4 
and nestled between Carl-
ton and Gypsum, is a big 
red barn just as the one you 
imagined earlier. This big 
red barn will make you stop 
and take a second, even a 
third look. This big red barn 
is nothing short of amazing. 
It was built in a time when 

craftsmanship meant some-
thing. And, 104 years later, 
it still takes your breath 
away. 

Built in 1917 by Mr. 
Monick, from Hope,for 
Enoch Eliason, the barn 

has been owned by the 
Leon and Jean Hahn fami-
ly since 1964. The original 
barn, which began its life 
in 1915, lost out to a Kan-
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Read about the Project Based Learning program in 
its second year at Herington High school. 

This program focuses on student relationships and 
engagement, and gives the youth a chance to explore 
topics they are interested in and work on special proj-
ects — see page 3

What’s in this edition: Also in this edition:A couple words from the editorA couple words from the editor

Project Based Learning at Herington High

Herington promotes one of its own to fill chief position
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

After receiving about a 
dozen applications Her-
ington officials found their 
top choice for police chief 
in the department.

Effective Oct. 10 Her-
ington Police Sgt. Chad 
Langley will become chief.

City Manager Branden 
Dross said the qualities 

L a n g l e y 
s h o w e d 
over the 
past few 
m o n t h s 
w h i l e 
s e r v i n g 
as inter-
im chief 
m a d e 
him the 
best candidate. Langley 
took the helm on a tem-

porary basis when Chief 
John Matula and Assistant 
Chief Curtis Tyra were 
placed on administrative 
leave late June pending 
the outcome of an inves-
tigation by the Kansas 
Bureau of Investigations. 
Matula submitted his res-
ignation Aug. 8.  

“In this time of need 
that the city of Herington 
has been in, Chad has 

shown immense positive 
communications, and 
(has been) a voice to the 
public,” Dross said. “He’s 
also shown perseverance 
in his leadership 
abilities.”

Langley started with the 
Herington Police Depart-
ment in February but has 
about 12 years law en-
forcement experience in 
Colorado, where he start-

ed his career in 2009, and 
New Mexico. 

He was a sniper on the 
SWAT team, a field train-
ing officer and spent three 
and a half years in the U.S. 
Marshall’s Violent Fugi-
tive Task Force.

While there is not much 
need for a sniper in Her-
ington and likely not too 
many violent fugitives to 
track down, Langley said 

he likes the work he is do-
ing now.

“It’s not as exciting — 
the type of calls I was 
used to by any means 
but it’s provided a much 
better quality of life for 
my family, which is my 
main thing,” he said. 
“Honestly, it’s a much 

County safety departments join effort for National Night Out 
Lauren Spelts | DCNT photo

Solomon and Herington fire departments; Herington Police Department; Dickinson County Dispatch, Emergency Medical Service, and Sheriff’s Department joined forces 
for the National Night Out event in Herington Oct. 5 Left: Children line up to take a turn using a fire hose while a Herington firefighter assists them. Right: A Solomon 
firefighter helps a child climb into a fire trailer, which gives people a hands-on experience in learning how to be safe in the event of a fire.

The big beautiful red barn on Highway 4 in Dickinson County

Amy Feigley | courtesy photos
Left: This big beautiful barn, which is nestled on the 
Hahn farmstead between Carlton and Gypsum, has 
withstood 104 years of Kansas weather. Built by a 
Mr. Monick from Hope, KS in 1917, this barn is listed 
on the National Historical Register of Places. RIGHT: 
Once upon a time, this barn was the home to livestock, 
hay, love and laughter. The latter three still exist, as do 
bits and pieces of history that the Leon and Jean Hahn 
family have created. This barn was built for Enoch 
Eliason and the Hahn family have the same love for 
the barn as the Eliason family did.See BARN P. 2

Reminder about deadlines
The deadlines for ads is noon and for editorial copy it is at 

5 p.m. on the Friday before the edition in which the item is 
to run. Because our press deadline has been moved up, we 
will not be able to be as flexible as in the past with missed 
deadlines. However, if you have something over the week-
end or even Monday morning send us an email at office@
dicknisonnewstimes.com and we will see what we can do.

Looking for sports photos
The DCNT is looking for help with high school sports cover-

age. We cover five schools — Centre, Chapman, Herington, Ru-
ral Vista and  Solomon. We are looking for people who go to the 
games and can take photos and send it to us along with a few sen-
tences to say what is happening in the picture. If you are interested 
please email writtenontheplains@gmail.com.

This is the second week for candidate Q&As. We will run 
them as they come in — see page 8.

CHAD LANGLEY

See CHIEF P. 5
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Dan Morton | Courtesy photo
Abilene High School Class of 1960 celebrated their 60th reunion at the Elks Club 
in Abilene Sept. 30 and Oct. 1. Those attending were Back row from left, Rob-
ert Allen, Abilene; Larry Felbush, Ashland, Virginia; Gordon Horst, Salina; Steve 
Grubb, Baarrington, Illinois; Bob Schanefelt, Decatur, Illinois. Second row, Don 
Coulson, Hanover, Pennsylvania; Eldon Hartman, Paris, Texas; Larry Farnham, 
Blue Springs, Missouri; Jon Puckett, Miltonvale; Tony Holbrook, Tampa, Florida; 
Ron Collins, Wichita; Rick Thornton, Valley Center; Mearl Yorgensen, Palo Iowa. 
Third row: Warren Kuntz, Hoover, Alabama; Jane Cooley Diehl, Valley Center; Jane 
Fager Haney, Carlton; Terry Teasley Zdenek, Campbell, California; Morgan Powell, 
Kimberly, Idaho; John Anguiano, Abilene; Nancy Garrison Combs, Edmond, Okla-
homa; Connie Bennett Cover, Abilene; Ron Hosie, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
Fourth row, Bob Frisby, Topeka; Roseanne Veltman Cox, Abilene; Mary Jo Huston 
Boor, Abilene; Sue Bethe Harari, Leander, Texas; Rosemary Sprinkel Lauxman, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado; Jan Replogle Sandquist, Salina; Kay Hartenstein Ho-
sie, Colorado Springs, Colorado. Not Pictured: Richard Evers, St Joseph, Missouri; 
Jack Riggin, Burdick; Sherryl Strunk, Wichita; Jack Wilson, Abilene.

Abilene class 1960 holds reunion

Special to the DCNT

YODER — Twenty-six 
new law enforcement offi-
cers graduated from the Kan-
sas Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center (KLETC) on Oct. 
1 at a ceremony in KLETC’s 
Integrity Auditorium.

Deputy Justin Hawks of 
the Dickinson County Sher-
iff’s Office was the gradu-
ating class president. Also 
graduating in this class 
from the Dickinson County 
Sheriff’s Office  wasJimmy 
Wallace.

Graduates receive certifi-
cates of course completion 
from KLETC and Kansas 
law enforcement certifica-
tion from the Kansas Com-
mission on Peace Officers’ 

Standards and Training, 
the state’s law enforce-
ment licensing authority. 
The training course fulfills 
the state requirement for 
law enforcement training. 
Classroom lectures and 
hands-on applications help 
train officers to solve the 
increasingly complex prob-
lems they face in the line of 
duty.

Established by the Kan-
sas Legislature in 1968, 
KLETC trains the major-
ity of municipal, county 
and state law enforce-
ment officers in Kansas 
and oversees the training 
of the remaining officers 
at seven authorized and 
certified academy pro-
grams operated by local 

law enforcement agencies 
and the Kansas Highway 
Patrol.

About 300 officers en-
roll annually in KLETC 
14-week basic training 
programs. KLETC offers 
continuing education and 
specialized training to more 
than 10,000 Kansas offi-
cers each year. KLETC is 
located one mile west and 
one mile south of Yoder, 
near Hutchinson, and is a 
division of the Universi-
ty of Kansas Lifelong & 
Professional Education. 
The graduates, who began 
their training in June 2021, 
represented 22 municipal, 
county and state law en-
forcement agencies from 
across Kansas. 

Two graduate from police academy

Ralph Richard BrownRalph Richard Brown
June 22, 1954 — Sept. 19, 2021June 22, 1954 — Sept. 19, 2021

Ralph Richard Brown, 67, of Hope, 
passed away Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021.

He was born in Springfield, Missou-
ri on Tuesday, June 22, 1954, the son of 
Donald and Jo Ann (Place) Brown.  Ralph 
was self-employed (Wood and More) for 
over 30 years, semi-retiring in 2016. The 
majority of Ralph’s work consisted of 
contract roofing in the local area, refinish-
ing of antique furniture and buying, sell-
ing, and collecting of antique novelties. 

Ralph’s true love and passion was the 
revitalization of his current residence 
in Hope, which was the renovation of a 
historic Victorian style house and the 
installation of a massive flower garden 
oasis surrounding the entire house, con-
sisting of a fenced in area that contains a 
waterfall feature flowing into two ground 
level ponds and a raised ornamental pond 
with fountains. The house sits on a cor-
ner lot and is decorated with ornamental 
trees and flowers hugging the house and 
roadside. For years, his house and garden 
were on the top of the list for the tour of 
homes in the local area. 

He is preceded in death by his moth-
er, Jo Ann Brown (Place); brother, Randy 
Brown and longtime companion, Lynne 
Madill. 

He is survived by his son, Dustin Brown 
and wife Emily of Basehor; grandchil-
dren, Braylee, Lainey and Paisley Brown; 
father, Donald Brown of Springfield; two 
brothers, Roger Brown of Aldrich, Mis-
souri and Robin Brown of Springfield; 
one sister; Lydia Brown of Springfield; 
Lynne’s children, Daniel Madill of Glen-
wood Springs, Colorado; Paula Madill 
Nuss of Trinidad, Colorado and her chil-
dren, Kameron and Trenton Nuss.  

Yazel-Megli Funeral Home, Herington 
Chape is serving the family. A private 
family service will be held at a later date 
in his memory. 

Memorial Contributions can be made 
to: Dustin Brown, in care of Yazel-Meg-
li Funeral Homes, 404 S. Broadway St, 
Herington, KS 67449, to help offset fu-
neral cost. Please sign the online guest 
book and leave a memory of Ralph at 

www.yazelmeglifh.com

Paul “Colt” EhrlichPaul “Colt” Ehrlich
March 7, 1974 — Oct. 4, 2021March 7, 1974 — Oct. 4, 2021

Paul “Colt” Ehrlich, 
47, of Junction City, 
passed away due to car-
diovascular disease and 
hypertension on Oct. 4, 
2021.  

Visitation will be from 
5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 14, 2021 at Johnson 
Funeral Home, 203 N. 
Washington St., Junction 
City.  

His wishes were to be cremated and 
ashes scattered at three bodies of water 
where he liked to fish. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
are suggested to be given to Friends of 
Animals of Junction City or to the organi-

zation of the donor’s choice. 
Colt was born March 7, 1974 in Boise, 

Idaho to Robert H. and Shirley (Wilson) 
Ehrlich. He attended schools in Herington 
and Chapman. 

Colt worked for Best Pest Control in 
Manhattan for about 20 years. He en-
joyed fishing and hunting. He also liked 
to tinker around with things to see how 
they worked and electronics, enjoyed car 
racing, especially the funny cars. 

Survivors include his mother, one sis-
ter, Kristen Ehrlich and her husband, Da-
mon Corners of Eugene, Oregon, an un-
cle, aunts and other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his father, 
Robert H. Ehrlich, in 1997.

Connie Yvonne SamplesConnie Yvonne Samples
Dec. 29, 1931 — Oct. 8, 2021Dec. 29, 1931 — Oct. 8, 2021

Connie Yvonne Sam-
ples, 89, of Hutchinson, 
died Oct. 8, 2021, at 
Hospice House. 

She was born Decem-
ber 29, 1931, in Her-
ington, to A.C. and Opal 
(Ashwill) Stitt.

Connie graduated 
from Herington High 
School in 1949 and at-
tended Saint Francis 
School of Nursing in Wichita. She retired 
after 22 years as a CNA from Stafford 
Hospital. Connie also worked at Duck-
wall’s in Herington, cleaned homes, and 
did laundry as a way to earn extra money. 

She loved to sew and made all of her 
daughter’s dresses and her husband’s 
sport coats and ties. 

Connie was a member of Miriam Chap-
ter #14 Order of Eastern Star, in Emporia, 
for 68 years and Faith United Methodist 
Church, Hutchinson.

On June 3, 1951, she married Eugene 
Samples, in Herington. They shared 69 
years of marriage before his death on 
June 14, 2020.

Connie is survived by: son, James Sam-
ples (Paula) of Wichita; daughter, Jo Dee 
Samples of Hutchinson; daughter-in-law, 
Marilyn Samples of St. John; grandchil-
dren, Martha Samples of Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, Nathan Samples (Beth) of Staf-
ford, Jess Samples of St. John, Teresa 
Eply (fiancé, Michael Sayers) of Wichita; 
great-grandchildren, Samantha Fermin, 
Andrew Maham, Chase Otto; and neph-
ews, Raoul Stitt (Rita) of Kansas City, 
Missouri, Hank Stitt of Kansas City, Mis-
souri, and Michael Stitt (Suzy) of Char-
lotte, North Carolina.

She was preceded in death by: her par-
ents; son, David Samples; great-grand-
daughter, Raven Samples; brother, 
Charles Stitt; and nephew, Mark Stitt.

Funeral service will be at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021, at Elliott 
Chapel, with Pastor Larry Brock officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Friends may call from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, with the 
family present from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
at Elliott Mortuary.

Memorials are suggested to Faith Unit-
ed Methodist Church or Hospice House, 
in care of Elliott Mortuary, 1219 N. Main, 
Hutchinson, KS 67501.

PAUL EHRLICH Special to the DCNT
 
Military Police as-

signed to Fort Riley re-
cently returned.

Soldiers from the 287th 
Military Police Company, 
97th Military Police Bat-
talion, 89th Military Police 
Brigade, returned to Fort 
Riley in late September and 
last week, following a 13 
month rotation to Kuwait, 
Iraq, Syria and Qatar.

More than 30 military 
police departed in August 
2020 and assumed the Per-
sonnel Security Detach-
ment mission for the Op-
eration Inherent Resolve 

Combined Joint-Task Force 
spanning four countries.

During their deploy-
ment, the 287th MP Co. 
detachment completed 
over 600 personnel pro-
tection missions spanning 
more than 419 days for-
ward deployed. Addition-
ally the military police 
provided protection sup-
port for three lieutenant 
general officers, two major 
generals, and six brigadier 
generals, as well as six 
Allied Nations and senior 
staff personnel.

  Soldiers from the 977th 
Military Police Company, 
97th Military Police Bat-

talion, 89th Military Po-
lice Brigade, returned to 
Fort Riley Oct. 6 follow-
ing a one month rotation 
to Kuwait.

More than 120 Military 
Police departed at the end 
of August and assumed the 
Operation Allies Refuge 
mission in Kuwait in sup-
port of Operation Freedom 
Sentinel.

During their deployment, 
the 977th company helped 
serve, protect and prepare 
several thousand Afghans 
citizens in Kuwait during 
the relocation from Af-
ghanistan toward their final 
destination in the U.S.

Military Police companies come 
home from deployments, rotations

sas lightning storm before 
it was complete. The Elia-
son family still wanted a 
barn and what Mr. Monick 
gave them became so much 
more. The barn, once home 
to livestock and hay, is now 
home to items that the Hahn 
family need here and there 
on their day-to-day farming 
and cattle operation. 

Leon has painted the 
barn five to six times since 
he took over the ownership 
in 1964, with the last time 
being in 2017. He admitted 
that he purchased a bucket 
truck and that has saved him 
from having to climb a lad-
der. He and his wife, Jean 
rented the farm from the 
Eliason family beginning in 
1957 and seven years later, 
they purchased it. The barn, 
which is 64-feet by 65-feet, 
was a wonderful plus when 
purchasing this property. 
The original wood shin-
gles were still on the barn 
when they bought it. Leon 
replaced them with asphalt 
shingles in 1964 and by 
1987 he put on a tin roof. 

When the Eliason family 
owned it, they built a false 
floor in the hay mount with 

slots and a fan that blew 
chopped hay, something 
that didn’t last very long. 

The family now uses the 
loft to store small hay bales, 
an old ringer washer and an 
array of other necessities 
that a farmer/stockman will 
need. 

At one time, the main 
floor of the farm could 
house 18 to 19 horses. 
Where the feed bunks are 
now located were once 
horse stalls. The manger 
from the team of horses 
that Enoch Eliason used to 
farm with, is still part of the 
barn, a wonderful piece of 
history. Old mineral feed-
ers, lumber from old build-
ings and a stock tank are 
also located on the main 
floor. Two old refrigerators 
that were once used to store 
medicine for sick cattle are 
now used for storage. 

Leon proudly showed 
off the saddles, one that 
belonged to Enoch Eliason 
and one that belonged to 
Leon’s father, Carl Hahn. 
Barn swallows, about thirty 
to forty of them, make their 
home in the barn every 
year. They come in at and 

go out at about the same 
time each year. 

Leon and Jean Hahn are 
proud of what they have 
built. Their son, Randy 
and three grandsons, Ja-
son, Steve and Ryan, also 
live near by and farm. Leon 
knows that one day the 
barn will be passed down 
to them and he is certain 
that they all have the same 
love and care for that mas-
terpiece as he does. Maybe 
Ryan’s son, Conley, will 
be able to walk in and out 
of the same barn one day, 
the same one that his dad, 
grandpa and great grandpa 
have done so many times. 

If you are out on a Sun-
day drive and happen to 
find yourself driving west 
of Elmo on Highway 4, 
keep going until you feast 
your eyes on this beautiful 
big red barn. Think about 
the days gone by when 
barns looked exactly like 
this. When they were the 
most glorious things you 
would see. When they were 
home to your 4-H steer and 
your sister’s horse. When 
they were a gathering place 
for friends and family.  

BARN Continued from P. 1

Staff Report

Christmas is still several 
weeks away but fundrais-
ing is a year-round effort 
for the Wreaths Across 
America program.

Fort Riley partners with 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary and Post 1281 
in Herington to place a 
wreath on gravesites at the 
post cemetery. The event is 
held the third Saturday of 
December with about 300 
simultaneou observances 
across the country, at sear 
and at national cemeteries 
on foreign soil.

During the event eight 
ceremonial wreaths are 
placed — one for Army, 
Navy, Marine, Corps, Air 
Force, Coast Guard, Space 
Force, Merchant Marines, 
prisoner of war and miss-
ing in action, and Gold 
Star families.

The intent of the pro-
gram is to remember those 
who have given their lives 
in support of the defense of 
the nation and the values it 
represents; to honor those 
who have served and are 
serving now; and to teach 
young people about the 
price of liberty.

The theme for this year’s 
Wreaths Across America is 
Live up to their Legacy.

“Look at World War II, 
look at any of our conflicts 

that we’ve had — espe-
cially Afghanistan, you 
have to remember what 
our soldiers put out there, 
men and women,” said Ed 
Mueller, VFW post chap-
lain. “We’ve just got to 
not forget them; live up 
to (their legacy). They put 
their life on the line.”

Wreaths Across Amer-

ica is made possible by 
volunteers who organize 
the ceremony, raise funds 
to sponsor wreaths and 
participate in the event. 
No government funding is 
used for the project. The 
cost of the program is paid 
by individual wreath spon-
sors, corporate donors and 
volunteer truck drivers. 

In Herington donation 
boxes are set up at the 
hospital pharmacy, the 
coffee shop Ampride and 
the Bowling Alley. Any 
one who would like to 
help by setting up a box at 
their business or sponsor a 
wreath can call Mueller at 
(785) 366-0008. 

Donations can also be 
made at www.wreathsac-
rossamerica.org. To en-
sure a sponsorship goes to 
Fort Riley people need to 
use the location ID of KS-
FRCF and the fundraising 

group ID of KS0017 when 
they fill out the sponsor-
ship form.

Wreaths are $15 each
According to the WAA 

website Morrill Worcester, 
owner of Worcester Wreath 
Company of Harrington, 
Maine, was a 12 year old 
paper boy for the Bangor 
Daily News when he won 
a trip to Washington D.C. 
His first trip to our nation’s 
capital was one he would 
never forget, and Arlington 
National Cemetery made 
an especially indelible im-
pression on him. 

This experience fol-
lowed him throughout his 
life and successful career, 
reminding him that his 
good fortune was due, in 
large part, to the values of 
this nation and the veter-
ans who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country.

In 1992, Worcester 
Wreath found themselves 
with a surplus of wreaths 
nearing the end of the hol-
iday season. Remembering 
his boyhood experience at 
Arlington, Worcester real-
ized he had an opportuni-
ty to honor our country’s 

VFW starts fundraising for 
Wreaths Across America

Connie Samples

See VFW P. 6 

Sponsor a Wreath

History

www.yazelmeglifh.com


 

Voters can question Voters can question 
candidates at forumcandidates at forum

A candidate forum will give 
Herington voters an opportunity to 
hear from those running for City 
Commission.

The forum is scheduled for 6 
p.m. Oct. 20 and will be shown live 
on the Dickinson County New-
Times Facebook page.

Chapman Lions to Chapman Lions to 
meetmeet

The Chapman Lions Club will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 18 at Chap-
man United Methodist Church fel-
lowship hall. Visiting guests are 
welcome to attend. Those planning 
to attend should call (785) 313-6565 
by Oct. 15 because there is a meal.

VFW to host safety VFW to host safety 
eventevent

The Herington post of the Veter-
an’s of Foreign Wars will sponsor 
a youth bicycle and fire safety day 
at 10 a.m. Oct. VFW in the parking 
lot, 101 E. Main St.

 All families are encouraged to 
bring their children and their bikes. 
The Herington fire and police de-

partments will lead the classes. 
With children back in school this is 
a good time to give them a refresh-
er on both of these important areas 
of safety. 

The VFW will provide refresh-
ments to all who attend. 

K-177 work beginsK-177 work begins
The Kansas Department of Trans-

portation started road improvements 
on Kansas Highway 177 from Coun-
cil Grove to Interstate 70.

For the next several months, 
off-roadway work will have mini-
mal impact on traffic flow. It is an-
ticipated that K-177 will be closed 
between Council Grove and Alta 
Vista beginning March 28, 2022.

Wildcat Construction Co. Inc. 
and Subsidiaries of Wichita is the 
primary contractor for this $52.3 
million project.

KDOT urges all motorists to be alert 
and obey the warning signs when ap-
proaching and driving through a work 
zone. Check kandrive.org for updates 
and more information.

Chapman Lions to Chapman Lions to 
meetmeet

The Chapman Lions Club will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 18 at Chap-

man United Methodist Church fel-
lowship hall. Visiting guests are 
welcome to attend. Those planning 
to attend should call (785) 313-6565 
by Oct. 15 because there is a meal.

Friends invited to Friends invited to 
90-year-old’s open 90-year-old’s open 
house birthdayhouse birthday

Friends of Joyce Taylor are in-
vited to help her 
celebrate her 90th 
Birthday. An open 
house will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Nov. 7 at the En-
terprise United 
Methodist Church, 
210 West South 
St., Enterprise. It 
is requested that 
attendees do not 
bring gifts.

Bereavement Bereavement 
group to meegroup to meett

Home Health and Hospice of Dick-
inson County is offering a Bereave-
ment Support Group in Herington. 
The next class is at 6 p.m. Oct. 19, 11 
N. Broadway, Herington. The public 

is welcome to attend the free sessions. 
Persons interested in the support 
group are encouraged to bring along a 
supportive person. Anyone with ques-
tions should contact Home Health 
and Hospice of Dickinson County at 
785-263-6630.

Commodities  Commodities  
distribution setdistribution set

The next free food — commodi-
ties distribution is Oct. 23 at the First 
Christian Church in Herington. Dis-
tribution is on a first-come first-serve 
basis starting at 9 a.m. and goes until 
11 a.m. or when the food is gone.

For more information call Linda 
Ralston at (785) 375-2373 or Jim 
Phillips at (406) 403-4004.

Wrestling  Wrestling  
tickets on saletickets on sale  

Tickets are on sale now for Tradi-
tional American Pro Wrestling at 7 
p.m. Nov. 12 at the Herington Com-
munity Building, 810 S. Broadway. 

Tickets are: Ringside front row, $20; 
second row, $16; general admission, 
$12; and children under age 12, $5. 

People also have a choice of re-
serving one of four tables that will 
seat six for $100.
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Thursday, Oct. 14Thursday, Oct. 14
9:00 a.m. - Story Time 

at the Herington Library. 
‘Fall Fun’ Theme. Every 
Thursday until November 
4th as long as the weather 
stays nice.

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 6 
p.m., early bird 6:45 p.m., 
regular 7 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 15Friday, Oct. 15
9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 

for all veterans and their 
spouses, Taste of Home, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; early 
bird 6:30 p.m., regular: 7 
p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 16Saturday, Oct. 16
9 a.m. Woodbine festival
7 a.m. Farmers market,, 

1903 N. Buckeye, Abilene 
7 to 11 a.m. Farmers 

Market at Walt’s Camp-
ground, 2500 Mink Road 

10 a.m. bike & fire safe-
ty day at Herington VFW 
- bring kids & bikes - city 
police & fire departments 
will lead lessons

Monday, Oct. 18Monday, Oct. 18
9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 

for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

6:30 p.m. USD 487 
Board of Education meeting

6:30 p.m. Chapman Li-
ons Club meeting at Chap-
man United Methodist 

7 to 8 p.m. Elder Sup-
port Group at Cham-
ber Boardroom, 106 N. 
Broadway, Herington

Tuesday, Oct. 19Tuesday, Oct. 19
10:15 a.m. Storytime at 

Chapman library
5:30 p.m. City Com-

mission Meeting at Her-
ington City Hall, 17 N. 
Broadway

6 p.m. Ladies Auxil-
iary monthly meeting at 
American Legion Hall, 
501 Sun Lane, Herington

6:30 p.m. Bereave-
ment Support Group at 
Home Health & Hospice 
Conference Room, 11 N. 
Broadway, Herington

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 428 
N. Marshall St., Chapman

WednesdayWednesday
Oct. 20Oct. 20

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Cath-
olic Charities Mobile Out-
reach in Chapman, KS

Noon to 1 p.m. Tri—
County Chamber Board 
meeting 106 N. Broad-
way St., Herington

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Amer-
ican Legion monthly 
meeting, American Le-
gion Hall, 501 Sun Lane, 
Herington

Thursday, Oct. 21Thursday, Oct. 21
9:00 a.m. - Story Time 

at the Herington Library. 
5:45 to 8 p.m. Laundry 
Love, Highlander and 
Speedy Wash laundro-
mats, Abilene  

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 6 
p.m., early bird 6:45 p.m., 
regular 7 p.m. 

Kay’s 
Pharmacy

Kay Brunner Pharm. D.

David Rziha Pharm. D.

Catarina Rziha

Pharm. D.

Laura Ensey Pharm. D.

785-258-3703

2 West Main

Herington

“Your RX Experts”

JOYCE TAYLOR

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Herington USD 487 is one 
of 19 districts to participate in 
Apollo I, the fourth iteration 
of the Kansas Department 
of Education’s Kansans Can 
School Redesign Project. The 
district was accepted into the 
program last school year. 

“It’s just basically mold-
ing our school to better fit the 
needs of our kids,” said Matt 
Fox, high school principal. 
“Our reason for doing this 
is that we want to make sure 
each student has the oppor-
tunity to succeed. We’re just 
trying to figure out how we 
can change things — mold 
our school to better fit our 
clientele, our kids and make 
sure every kid has an oppor-
tunity to succeed”

Chesney Clark, the 11th 
and 12th grade English teach-
er and pilot for the Apollo 
program, said the first step 
was to examine what areas 
needed change or improve-
ment in the school. 

“That’s what’s cool about 
Redesign — it’s all about the 
school,” she said. “No two 
schools are the same. We 
chose … student engagement 
and relationships.”

Having started the pro-
gram the first full year after 
the COVID-19 shutdown, the 

relationship component was 
helpful, she said. 

“The kids have a home-
room they go to every morn-
ing,” she said. “The teacher 
there is the one that helps 
them with the (Project Based 
Learning.) My group of soph-
omores, we’re kind of the 
guinea pigs and seeing how 
effective it is to keep the same 
teacher for four years as an 
advisor. So I’ve had my kids 
for two years now.”

An engagement compo-
nent of the Redesign is Proj-
ect Based Learning, which 
the students focus on every 
Wednesday afternoon. This 
brings a shift to the tradition-
al learning model and adds a 
real-world component to the 
students’ education.

“We spent all these years 
trying to cram all this other 
stuff down their throats, we 
didn’t realize what we were 
missing out on,” Clark said. 

In the PBL students choose 
a project they can work on 
with other students or by 
themselves. They can choose 
a simple project that will take 
one or two weeks, or that will 
take all semester.

“We’ve had success and 
failure,” she said, speaking of 
the projects the students have 
worked on. “That’s what’s good 
about it … you’re allowed to 
fail, fix it, try something else.”

Some students have part-
nered with community mem-
bers for job shadowing in a 
field they are interested in. 
Others use themselves as their 
project and spend the time to 
bring up their grades or make 
up missed assignments. Some 
students have chosen to teach 
themself a new skill or hobby.

One of the larger projects a 
group is working on is land-
scaping at the school’s en-
trance.

“When you walk into the 
school out here, it doesn’t 
look like an entrance,” Clark 
said. “It looks just like an 
open field.”

Using donated funds the 
students are coming up with 
a plan.

“We have a plan template 
… the who, what, where, 
when and how are you going 
to do this,” she said.

The students also look for 
the pitfalls or potential issues 
with the project. They ex-
amine the funding they have 
and determine if they have 
enough, if not, how will they 
fundraise for the rest.

“They have to look at ev-
erything — the big picture,” 

she said. “At the end they 
come back and reflect on what 
went wrong, what went right, 
what had to be changed.”

One of the main issues stu-
dents face on their projects is 
funding. Clark said she often 
has to tell them they can’t do a 
project unless they find a way 
to pay for it.

“Some kids are actual-
ly coming up with a fund-
raising project,” Fox said. 
“That’s the lead up to their 
actual project.”

It appears the implementa-
tion of the PBL program and 
the change in the homeroom 
structure has had benefits, 
Fox and Clark said.

“I have been here … six 
years now,” Clark said. “Our 
attendance has been atrocious 
— kids just don’t show up. 
How do we get them to come 
to school? We got to get kids 
in school because they got 
to know we care. They got 
to know that we’re here for 
them.”

Last year, before 
COVID-19 forced the school 
to shut down for several 
weeks, the school’s atten-
dance made it into the green 

zone — a first in a long time, 
Fox said, referring to a color 
coding system used to define 
areas of success and at-risk. 

“When we say we were in 
the green — kids were com-
ing to school, we were able 
to count them, we were able 
to see them, their grades were 
going up and we were like, 
‘Oh my gosh this is actually 
working.” Clark said. “We 
were checking with them 
every single day. They had 
someone to come talk to.”

“For many of our students, 
this is the most positive place 
in their life,” Fox said.

While the implemen-
tation was hampered by 
COVID-19, the rapid success 
showed them they were on 
the right track, he said. 

“It was work to get it off 
the ground,” he said. “With 
the timeline of when we 
launched, and with COVID 
hitting at the same time, it 
was a really tough time to 
be an educator. We tried to 
remind everybody … that 
last fall, before we had our 
little shutdown and remote 
time for a while, we were in 
the green — kids were com-
ing to school, our grades 
were good, and our behav-
iors were awesome. We’re 
back on track with that and 
hopefully we can keep that 
going.”

School program focuses on engagement

Dickinson County Health DepartmentDickinson County Health Department

2021-2022 Community Walk-In Flu Clinics 2021-2022 Community Walk-In Flu Clinics 

Thursday, October 14th @ Holm West,Thursday, October 14th @ Holm West,

2104 N. Buckeye, Abilene • 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.2104 N. Buckeye, Abilene • 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Wednesday, October 27th @ Herington Community Center,Wednesday, October 27th @ Herington Community Center,

810 South Broadway, Herington • 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.810 South Broadway, Herington • 3 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Flu Vaccine also available at Dickinson County 

Health Department by appointment

Call 785-263-4179 for more information

Dates subject to change based on

availability of vaccine

Staff report

The Chapman Unified 
School District 473 Board 
of Education accepted the 
resignation of Superinten-
dent Jerry Hodson effective 
Oct. 2. 

The board met in a spe-
cial session Oct. 5. In ad-
dition to board members 
Andrea Koster, Human Re-

sources Director for USD 
473, and David Cunning-
ham and Angie Stallbaum-
er, both with the Kansas As-
sociation of School Boards 
legal division were in atten-
dance.

The board entered exec-
utive session for about 90 
minutes. Upon returning 
to the open meeting Kelly 
Kuntz made the motion to 

accept the resignation, Jer-
ry Wright seconded the mo-
tion, which carried 7-0.

Hodson, who was super-
intendent since July 2016, 
was placed on administra-
tive leave Sept. 7, at which 
time Brenda Edleston, 
board president, said details 
would not be released to the 
because the issue was a per-
sonnel matter. 

Chapman superintendent resigns
Built Stronger. Looks Better. Lasts Longer.

HORSE BARNS  |  GARAGES  |  HOMES  |  SHOPS

800-447-7436
mortonbuildings.com

Visit our website and YouTube channel to view 
thousands of projects and testimonials!

©2021 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.

4664

Jost Crematory

Jared Jost & Amy Richmond 
crematory operators

620-382-5115
Hillsboro, Kansas

www.jostfuneralhome.com

Cremation Services starting at $1600
Compare the Prices Experience the Savings

Serving Families with Dignity and Grace

24th Annual

Spaghetti Supper
Wednesday, October 20 • 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Woodbine United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall • 308 West 7th Street in Woodbine

                   (Please enter through the west door.)

Cost is by donation with proceeds going to

Family Resource Exchange (FRE) in Herington 
and Herington Hearts Core Community.

Everyone iswelcome!

On the Menu: Spaghetti with Meat Sauce
Garlic Bread • Tossed Salad • Desserts • Beverages

www.kandrive.org
www.mortonbuildings.com
www.jostfuneralhome.com
www.mortonbuildings.com/licenses
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“It’s almost impossible to 
imagine what it would be 
like to not ever have elec-
tricity in a ranch home.”

Reminder of its impor-
tance became obvious when 
the power 
company 
shut off 
e lectr ic-
ity three 
times in a 
week. 

P o l e s 
and lines 
are being 
m o v e d 
s e v e r a l 
feet for a highway expan-
sion that’s been in planning 
stages for years.

It was midday when the 
lights went out and every-
thing operated by electrici-
ty quit working. There was 

no warning in advance, but 
evidently some neighbors 
immediately called the 
power company.

Three big power trucks 
in the driveway with a long 
new pole made it fairly ob-
vious what was up. Elec-
tricity was off about three 
hours the first time as ev-
erything seemed to come to 
a standstill.

When much of mod-
ern day work is done on a 
computer, there’s immedi-
ate time off without power. 
Still, a certain fear is present 
wondering how much work 
will be lost if the computer 
comes back on. 

Fortunately when pow-
er returned, the computer 
restarted and everything 

was fine. Likewise, other 
than having to reset the 
electric clocks, all of the 
many other electrical con-
veniences started working 
again.

Still no advance warn-
ing came from the elec-
tric company before the 
power went off the second 
time. However, complain-
ing from the community 
prompted all to get a call 
before lights were blacked 
out a third time. The nice 
lady said power would re-
turn in about an hour-and-
a-half, but it was back on 
in an hour.

Actually there was little 
inconvenience from the day-
time blackouts other than 
annoyance and aggravation.

It wasn’t that way three 
decades or so ago when ice 
storms downed poles for 
many miles around. Power 
was out for nearly a week 

and generators were impos-
sible to buy anywhere.

While home inconve-
niences are many, the 
worst part is being unable 
to water livestock. Pumps 
don’t run without elec-
tricity and animals won’t 
survive many days with-
out their most essential 
nutrient. Hauling water 
is always an ordeal and 
more so when there’s no 
power anywhere in the 
community.

When the power does final-
ly come back on, there’s defi-
nite appreciation for the many 
conveniences it provides.

Forefathers never had 
electricity or any imagina-
tion what it could do, yet 
they survived and got along 
just fine.

Reminded of Second 
Kings 25:30: “He provided 
all the conveniences needed 
to live comfortably.”

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago - 1896125 years ago - 1896
    SHOE STORE IN 

A S H -
ES – The 
fire bri-
gade was 
out early 
S u n d a y 
morning, 
and the 
fire was 
at once 
l o c a t e d 
in J. W. 
Vance’s boot and shoe 
store on Broadway, the 
flames bursting out in all 
directions and the whole 
structure inside doomed to 
be eaten up by the angry 
elements altogether with 
every dollar’s worth of 

stock the store contained. 
Two streams of water 
were at once sent to work 
and the building being a 
one-story structure and the 
main part of the sides were 
saved but the stock and ev-
erything inside went up in 
smoke.  The Stolfus Bros. 
bakery adjoining was also 
injured considerably, also 
T. M. Bixby’s post office 
block to some extent. We 
understand that the stock 
was insured, but that the 
building which belonged to 
J. L. Thompson had not a 
dollar’s worth of insurance 
upon it. Had the wind been 
blowing a gale as it some-
times is, the other wooden 
buildings adjoining it on 

the south must have been 
consumed.

100 years ago - 1921100 years ago - 1921
   WIDOW GETS 

$25,000 – A verdict of 
$25,000 damages was re-
turned Tuesday in Judge 
E. L. Fisher’s division of 
the Wyandotte county dis-
trict court in favor of Mrs. 
Maggie E. Norton, Her-
ington, in connection with 
the death of her husband, 
Marcus Norton, engineer 
for the Rock Island.  

Norton was killed June 
13, 1920, when an engine 
boiler exploded at Paxi-
co, Kansas.  Mrs. Norton 
sued the Rock Island for 
$65,000 damages.  

Note: The explosion of 
Locomotive 2550 was a 
black eye for the Rock Is-
land. August Miller, Ed 

Hall, and Markus R. Nor-
ton were all killed in the 
explosion which was later 
attributed to a buildup of 
“mud” or sediment in the 
boiler. A photograph can 
be found on page 24 of the 
1987 Herington Centenni-
al book.

75 years ago - 194675 years ago - 1946
   HAAF DECLARED 

EXCESS TO NEEDS – 
According to an Associ-
ated Press release from 
Washington, dated Tues-
day, the War Department 
has announced that the 
Herington Army Air Field 
has been declared excess to 
the needs of the Air Forces. 

The field will be offered 
to other military organiza-

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United Methodist Church

I have children and 
grandchildren in Wichita, 
so I took great interest in 
the boil water order in place 
this week. It seems there 
was a failure of an aging 
pipe because it could not 
adequately handle the changes in pres-
sure. The electric power at the power 
plant shut down for a very short time so 
that pressure through the pipe was min-
imal and then power was back on and 
there was full pressure. The pipe was not 
equipped to handle the rapid change in 
pressure, thus it failed.

Just yesterday a group of pastors met 
together with our bishop and we talked 
about the effect of COVID 19 on us and 
our congregations and communities. We were invited to 
name metaphors that were descriptive of our experience 
over the previous year and a half. Many of our metaphors 
related to chaos, and pressure. It was good to talk about our 
experience with others who could understand.

I think the whole country has struggled through these 
long months, but our experiences are somewhat distinctive. 
We have all faced varying degrees of pressure. In the midst 
of the pandemic, we have faced racial tensions, political di-
vision, and so much more. It is no surprise that some indi-
viduals or even communities feel cracked and broken.

Boiling water takes a little extra time and a little more 
care.  Maybe a little extra time and care will benefit you and 
me as well.  Our pressures come from so many directions 
– finance, grief, fear, anger, over work, out of work and on 
and on.  What I think we need is grace for ourselves and for 
one another.  

I am available to talk, pray, or help in any way I can.
Connie D. Wooldridge
785-922-6563
785-212-0947 cell

Pressure

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Electricity often unappreciated convenience

Fire consumes shoe store, damages others

By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

 75 Years Ago, (1946) 75 Years Ago, (1946)
Mrs. Loretta Hulen, the 

f o r m e r 
L o r e t t a 
D a l t o n , 
r e t u r n e d 
to Fort 
W o r t h , 
Texas af-
ter spend-
ing a week 
with rela-
tives and 
friends in Chapman.

Later Loretta moved 
to Hawaii and started a 
successful career in real 
estate on the Island. After 
retiring, she returned to 
Chapman and purchased 
her parents’ home.  She 
lived there until her 
death.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lee 
and son moved from 829 
Sheeran to their new home 
now under construction at 
623 Glick.

I remember Mrs. Gertie 
Lee, Dickie and Carolyn.  
Gertie was a hairdresser 
and her shop was down on 
third street west of the gro-
cery store. Carolyn lives in 
North Carolina I think.  She 
does return to Chapman to 
visit relatives and friends.

50 Years Ago, (1971)50 Years Ago, (1971)
 Jacque and Jeff Sanborn 

won their respective age 
division of Sandy’s Pass, 
Dribble and Shoot compe-
tition in Junction City.

Jacque is now Mrs. Blaik 
Hoisington and lives in 
Olathe area. Jeff and his 
wife Julie live in Abilene.  
Both Jeff and Jacque con-
tinue to be active in sports 
and stay in shape to stay up 
with those grandchildren!

Wilfred Woodson, age 
61, died suddenly of a 
heart attack Tuesday at his 
home. Since 1942 he had 
been night attendant. 

Growing up, many of us 
remember “Woody” Wood-
son. It was back when the 

attendant put the gas in 
the car. Gas was a lot less 
then and as high school 
students, we would put 
our money together to get 
two or three dollars’ worth 
of gas to ride around! We 
would joke that we knew 
winter was coming be-
cause Woody would start 
wearing socks!

25 Years Ago (1996)25 Years Ago (1996)
Donna Relihan, presi-

dent of the Central Kansas 
Council of Girl Scouts, 
Inc., recently presented a 
national training certificate 
to Debbie Treadway, Sali-
na, and Executive Director 
of the council. 

Donna spent many 
years involved with the 
Girl Scouts. The park 
north of the post office is 
a beautiful tribute to hon-

or her many years of ser-
vice. Donna now lives in 
Wichita near her daugh-
ter Mary and son Mike. 
She loves hearing from 
her friends in Chapman!

The Chapman Charm-
ers FCE met at the home 
of Delores Stewart. Roll 
call was answered by sev-
en members  naming their 
favorite type of music. 
Maralee Bray gave the 
lesson on “For the Love of 
Music.”  Delores Stewart 
and Thelma Lexow served 
the dessert.  Chapman 
mayor Don Rickley was 
present at the meeting and 
signed a document pro-
claiming October 13-19 
FCE week.

 I am not sure if this 
group continues to meet, 
but looking at some of the 
names, many are still ac-
tive in their communities.

 Quote of the Week:  
“There is no such thing 
as bad weather, only in-
appropriate clothing.” ~ 
Ranulph Fiennes

Remembering people of Chapman

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK

Lauren Spelts
DCNT Columnist 

The girls have a favorite 
cow at the farm. Her name 
is GiGi but they call her ‘our 
precious white-faced cow.’ 
She is extremely friendly and 
will eat treats from your hand. 
GiGi has spent the summer 
on a different pasture and the 
girls miss their Precious im-
mensely. A month or so ago 
they were begging us to take 
them out there so they could 
check on her, so we did. There 

are 40 cows 
out in that 
pasture and 
they were 
way in the 
back down 
a steep hill. 
Of course 
they want-
ed us to 
get closer, 
so we did, carefully navigat-
ing the truck down the rough 
terrain. Once they were satis-
fied that she was doing ok we 
journeyed back up the hill. I 

know the cows noticed us but 
I figured they were going to 
ignore us as usual. Once we 
were back up top, one of the 
girls noticed a thistle that had 
been missed when the field 
was sprayed, and then anoth-
er, and another. The youngest 
had to get out of the truck to 
look for more so we stopped 

and we all hopped out. Sud-
denly, we hear ‘the sound’. 
The sound of hooves coming 
up that hill. Quickly coming 
up that hill. It was quite a 
scene, with GiGi in the lead 
and 39 other cows follow-
ing her. We scrambled to get 
back in the truck and get out 
of that field before the cows 
caught up to us. As we sped 
toward the gate, the cows 
gaining on us, I just couldn’t 
help but laugh. I wish I had a 

GiGi knows where her treats come from

LAUREN SPELTS
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School SpotlightSchool Spotlight
Justin Coup
Solomon Superintendent

As Superintendent of 
USD 393 it is an hon-
or to write every few 
weeks on behalf of our 
district.  First off, thanks 
to Dickinson County 
News-Times for this op-
portunity.  As I was pon-
dering my first article, 
what kept coming to the 
top was how much neg-
ativity we hear/see in the 
news.  We turn on the TV 
negativity, we scroll through our social media feeds, 
negativity, we visit with neighbors who have a different 
opinion on a subject, negativity….we just can’t seem 
to get away from it.  Well hold on, let this be the first 
POSITIVE article you have read this week.

During this pandemic, I have witnessed the kindness 
in our people.  Over the past 18 months, it has been 
hard to see kindness around us, but it is something I 
believe is within us all.  The first day of school last 
year and this year was vastly different, yet met with the 
same enthusiasm for learning and social interaction we 
craved for early in the pandemic.  Last year our parents, 
students, community members were excited to just 
have our kids going back to school, although not nor-
mal, we all needed to back together learning.  Although 
social distancing and masking were a requirement, 
our students, staff, and parents did an amazing job at 
putting learning first.  I also saw an appreciation for 
our staff that I had not witnessed before.  Our parents 
were so appreciative of the efforts our staff was making 
moving forward with in-person and online instruction.  
Genuine appreciation is not something we normally 
see, but last year we saw it.  As the year continued to 
pass we witnessed a shift.  A new desire to return to the 
“normal” school setting.  I don’t know if it will ever be 
normal.  Some students have never experienced life at 
school before the pandemic, so it is important to make 
this normal a positive experience.  

Despite normal being changed forever, our commu-
nity, along with the leadership from our board of educa-
tion, found a way to hold a graduation ceremony for the 
class of 2020, a prom too alt in JULY nonetheless.  Prom 
was held last year at the normal time, but nothing was 
normal about the routine as everyone in attendance had 
to have a negative quick test.  Normal absolutely not, but 
a memory and an opportunity for a child to have a prom, 
YES!   During this time we could have been negative, 
frustrated, unwilling to compromise but we came togeth-
er to do what was best for our children in a positive way.  

The more time goes by the less I remember about my 
K-12 school years.  I do remember my teachers and friends.  
I remember a class trip, a class project, a big game, and even 
a dance or two.  Those memories are centered around expe-
riences.  Positive experiences and positive people in my life 
at the time.  Today our students will be shaped by those pos-
itive or negative experiences, I just hope we can continue 
to do what is best for our students and continue to outnum-
ber the positive experiences moving forward.  With a little 
change in our thoughts and more gratitude in our hearts, we 
will overcome the negativity and provide our children with 
a positive atmosphere for learning.  Until next time, it is 
always a great day to be a Gorilla!

See GIGI P. 5

See FIRE P. 5

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com


 

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703

kayspharmacy@gmail.com

2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 

for details!

Ages 12-17 must be

accompanied by a parent
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Senior Center Menus

Friday, Oct. 15
Tater Tot Casserole, Pea 

Salad, Wheat Roll, Fruit 

Monday, Oct. 18
Chicken Fry Steak, 

Mashed Potatoes and 

Gravy, Green Beans, 

Wheat Roll, Fruit

Tuesday, Oct. 19
Lasagna, Tossed Salad, 

Garlic Bread, Fruit

Wednesday, Oct. 20
Ham and Cheesy, 

Scalloped Potatoes, 

Candied Carrots, Wheat 

Roll, Fruit, Cookies

Thursday, Oct. 21
Little Smokies, Tater 

Tots, Creamed Corn, 

Hot Roll, Blushing Pears

NEWS-TIMESNEWS-TIMES
DICKINSON COUNTY

Sponsored by

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • (785) 263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • (785) 655-9435

Friday, Oct. 15
Polish Sausage on Bun 

w/ Sauerkraut, Baked 

Potato, Green Beans, 

Peaches

Monday, Oct. 18
Meatloaf, Baked Potato, 

Glazed Carrots, Fruit 

Cocktail, Wheat Bread

Tuesday, Oct. 19
Pizza Burger, Roasted 

Potatoes, Green Beans,            

Mandarin Oranges, Bun

Wednesday, Oct. 20
Cheesy Ham & Pota-

to Soup w/ Crackers, 

Pickled Beets, Peaches, 

Wheat Roll

Thursday, Oct. 21
Roast Turkey, Sweet Po-

tatoes, Peas, Fruitcrisp, 

Wheat Bread

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

RAILS  LIQUOR
Wear K-State Gear on

Saturdays and

NFL Gear on Sundays to 

save 10% on your entire

purchase through the season!

401 S 5TH St., Herington

Fine Art Auction Hit/Miss 
Engines
Saturday, 

October 23

w w w . S o u l i s A u c t i o n s . c o m  |  8 1 6 . 6 9 7 . 3 8 3 0

Birger 

Sandzén 

(1871-1954)

Watercolor 

on  Paper

Friday, 
Oct. 22

better interaction with 
the public than what 
I’d had in the past with 
dealing with violent 
felons. Now I get to 
deal with a lot more 
community members 
and interact with people 
versus just dealing with 
people that are on the run 
and dangerous. It was 
definitely a big change 
of pace and took a little 
getting used to but I 
enjoy it more.”

It also puts him closer 
to his and his wife’s fam-
ily, which is spread out 
around Kansas and into 
Nebraska.

“We wanted to live clos-
er,” he said. “Especially 
with having young kids — 
get them closer to, aunts 
and uncles and grandpar-
ents and cousins.”

When he takes the 

helm there are a few is-
sues that need address-
ing first and foremost, he 
said. 

“One of the things I need 
to focus on right out of the 
gate is getting us back up 
to full manpower,”

The department is 
down two officers, in-
cluding Tyra who re-
mains on unpaid ad-
ministrative leave. With 
Langley moving into the 
chief position there is an 
opening for a detective.

“Once we get the man-
power situation situat-
ed, I’d like to focus on 
some recent stuff we’ve 
had going on in town 
with burglaries,” he said. 
“We’ve been working 
with the sheriff’s office 
to try to identify suspects 
on that and move for-
ward with that process.”

CHIEF Continued from P. 1

camera to record it -— it was 
like a scene out of a movie. 
Of course GiGi followed us. 
She loves her treats. And of 
course the whole gang came 
with her, because she prob-
ably told them about treats 
and the blue truck was a sure 
indication that treats were 
nearby. There were no treats. 
GiGi was going to be incred-
ibly disappointed. We bare-
ly made it through the gate 
before they all got there and 
flooded out into the street. As 
we shooed them away so we 
could shut the gate they were 
all shuffling around, mooing 
their disappointment at us as 

we drove away.
I would like to give a huge 

‘Thank You’ to the staff at 
Tri-County Veterinary Clin-
ic. My two oldest kids were 
picking up one of the kittens 
from her spay when they no-
ticed a white cat in a cage in 
the waiting room. They went 
over to pet it and realized it 
was our cat that ran away 
three months ago. They had 
fixed a leg injury and were 
nursing him back to health for 
an entire month! They only 
charged me for his vaccina-
tions. I am so truly grateful 
for all of them. He hasn’t left 
our sides since.

If you are looking for a fun 
time and a reason to get out of 
town, this Saturday you can 
attend the Woodbine Fall Fes-
tival. From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Also on Saturday, take 
your kids and their bikes to 
the VFW parking lot at 101 E 
Main in Herington at 10 AM 
to learn about bike and fire 
safety from our local police 
and fire department.

Tickets are now on sale 
for Traditional American Pro 
Wrestling: Herington. Visit 
ticketstripe.com to get your 
seats reserved! The last one 
was a lot of fun. You don’t 
want to miss out this time!

FIRE Continued from P. 4

GIGI Continued from P. 4

tions in the government. If 
none want it, it will be de-
clared surplus and turned 
over to the War Assets Ad-
ministration for disposal.

50 years ago - 197150 years ago - 1971
   CONCRETE ENDS UP 

IN THE WRONG PLACE 
– Six and one-half yards 
of concrete didn’t end up 
on the job Tuesday morn-

ing as the mixing truck of 
More Ready Mix went out 
of control and spilled half 
on the road around the 
roadway. 

The driver of the mix-
ing truck lost control of 
the unit after hitting a 
chuck hole in the roadway 
near the Eric Utech farm 
south of Hope about 9AM 
Tuesday.  

He said Wednesday, he 
wasn’t too sure how he got 
out of the unit but did man-
age to escape with only a 
laceration to the head and a 
bruised shoulder.  The unit 
he was driving was consid-
ered a complete loss.

Herington Historical Soci-
ety & Museum, 800 S. Broad-
way.  Hours: 1 to 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday.

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Single copies of

Chapman
Casey’s General Store

Chapman Food Mart

Dollar General

Kansas Coffee & Ice 

Cream

Hope

The End Zone

Abilene

West’s Country Mart

Zey’s Market

Herington
A Taste of Home

AMPRIDE

Barnes Heartland Foods

Dickinson County   

News-Times

Dollar General

First Impressions   

Beauty Salon

Kay’s Pharmacy

Ralph & Izzy’s Coffee Shop

The Spot

Uncle Bob’s Bowling and 

Pinup Café

106 N Broadway, Herington, KS106 N Broadway, Herington, KS

785.366-6186 • office@dickinsonnewstimes.com785.366-6186 • office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Only
$

1 each

St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington
9 a.m. Connection Section Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for adults  and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise
9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington
8:30 a.m. Worship

Worship Guide

www.kansasmasonic.foundation
www.ticketstripe.com
https://kansaspositivepress.kspress.com
www.kshousingcorp.org/emergency-rental-assistance
www.smchapmanparish.org
www.fbcherington.org
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Thanks to our spon-
sors the Dickinson 
County News-Times 
will once again offer a 
new puzzle to our read-
ers each edition. 

We will rotate a dif-
ferent type of puzzle ev-
ery week.

Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word search
Week 4: Cryptogram
When there is a fifth 

week in the month that 
puzzle will be chosen at 
random.

Thursday, October 14, 2021

Holland  Holland  
SunflowersSunflowers
By Landen Barten
Senior Reporter

The September meeting of the 
Holland Sunflowers was at 7 p.m. 
Sept. 20, at the Navarre Commu-
nity Center.  

The meeting was called to or-
der by Adam Snowball.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance and Club 
pledge were led by Austin Smi-
ley. The question that was an-
swered for roll call was, “What is 
your favorite holiday?” and was 
answered by 26 members and 
two leaders, with numerous par-
ents and guests present. Brandon 
Abeldt led the club in singing the 
ABC’s. The minutes were read by 
the club secretary, Evie Schwarz, 
and were approved by the club 
president, Adam Snowball.

The club then did group build-
ing. In group building, the groups 
discussed new role call question 
ideas.  

They also shared about a Ger-
man baked goods potluck 5 to 7 
p.m. Oct. 9.  Club officers gave 
their reports. The leaders re-
minded club members to keep 
reading the Clover Connection. 
Also, many fundraising plans 
were discussed.  

There was no unfinished busi-
ness. For new business, motions 
were made for replacing “Rural 
Center” in the club guidelines to 
“The Navarre Community Cen-
ter,” which was seconded, voted 
upon, and passed.  

Another motion was made to 
donate $100 to Lindsey Berk-
man for her trip to 4-H Congress, 
which was seconded, voted upon, 
and passed. The club also had its 
junior officer elections. The fol-
lowing were elected: Junior Pres-
ident  Autumn Felbush, Jr Vice 
President Austin Smiley,  Jr Sec-
retary Benson Smiley,  Jr Treasur-
er Dally Emig, Jr Historian, Kora 
Hedstrum,  Jr Recreation leader, 
Steven Bogart,  Jr Song Leader 
Lucy Barten. No one was elected 
to the junior reporter position.   

During the program, Mason 
Fink gave a project talk on how 
important it is to fence a garden in 
and how to do it. The club leaders 
will have the program book ready 
at the next meeting: 7 p.m. Oct. 
18. The club adjourned the meet-
ing at 8:06 p.m. by repeating the 
club motto, “To make the best 
better.”

Jolly  Jolly  
Jayhawkers Jayhawkers 
By Ethan Hall
Club Reporter

The September meeting of the 
Jolly Jayhawkers 4-H club was 
called to order on Sept. 26. 

The club sang “Happy Birth-
day” to all September birthdays. 
Roll call was “Grandparents Day 
is in September — What is the 
First or Middle Name of one of 
your Grandparents?” and was 
answered by 11 members, two 
Cloverbuds, two leaders seven 
parents, and three guests. 

Leader Charlotte Barten report-

ed that ADM milling has payed 
for enrollment fees and to look for 
a code in the newsletter to put in. 
She also reported that 4-H week 
is Oct. 9 through 15. On Oct. 9 
and 10 is 48 hours of 4-H at Rock 
Springs. 

The club voted on doing a con-
cession stand for the Woodbine 
Fall Festival. The club also voted 
on donating $50 to the Dickinson 
County delegates for national 4-H 
Congress and $25 to the Dickin-
son County and State Foundation. 
For program we did Officer Elec-
tions. The following were elected: 
President Addison Acheson, Vice 
President Makenzie Hall, Secre-
tary, Carleigh Abeldt, Treasurer 
Kinsey Acheson, Reporter Colten 
Abeldt, Historian Korbin Hack-
ett, Sargent of Arms Ethan Hall, 
Recreation Charlotte Laughlin 
and Max Dixon, Song Adeline 
Hackett and Nolan Hall, Parlia-
mentarian Adeline Laughlin

The next meeting will be Oct. 10.

Detroit  Detroit  
RamblersRamblers 

By Bentley Strickland
Club Reporter

4-H officer roles are important 
in order to have a running club 
and a productive meeting each 
month. The Detroit Ramblers 
are starting a new 4-H year 
with new officer roles. Our new 
officer roles are: President Haily 
Rock,Vice President Drew Elliot, 
Secretary Eyler Holt, Treasurer 
Ryleigh Farson, Reporter Bentley 

Strickland, Council Eyler Holt 
and Chole Steele, Recreation 
Leaders Charlie Purdue and Eli 
Elliot, Song Leaders Kaesen 
Phillips and Thomas Randle, 
Health and Safety Kynlie Phil-
lips, Flag Leaders Gabe Boyd 
and Connor Overturf.

Haily Rock called the meet-
ing to order at 7 p.m. Sept. 13 
at the Enterprise Library. Anna 
Holt led the club in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the 4-h pledge. 
Rollcall was name something you 
learned in 4-H this year. That was 
answered by 14 members and two 
leaders. There were also 12 par-
ents in attendance. Drew Elliot led 
the club in singing Twinkle Twin-
kle Little Star. Bentley Strickland 
gave the reporters report. Chole 
Steele gave the treasurers report. 
The next meeting will also be the 
fall party on Oct. 16. The club ad-
journed the meeting with the club 
motto “To Make the Best Better.” 
After the club meeting the mem-
bers played outside while the par-
ents had a meeting.

4-H Council4-H Council

Alice Bathurst
4-H Council Reporter

The Dickinson County 4-H 
Council kicked off this 4-H year 
strong. 

The bi-monthly 4-H Council 
meeting was Sept. 27 via Zoom. 
This year the 4-H clubs have new 
opportunities to get involved in 
the community. The week of Oc-
tober 3 through 9 was National 
4-H week. Clubs had the oppor-

tunity to “paint their communities 
green.” This week promoted and 
showcased 4-H to the surround-
ing communities. 

The Heritage Center, and Pin-
nacle Bank have teamed together 
to create a Christmas tree deco-
rating contest for the 4-H clubs 
to participate in. This event will 
take place on the weekend of 
Dec. 4. Along with a voting for 
the best decorated trees, the Her-
itage Center will have a live na-
tivity, music, and the carousel up 
and running. 

This idea has not yet been 
brought to the clubs, but they 
will decide by the end of the 
month if they want to decorate 
a tree. Pinnacle bank is donating 
money to the clubs who decorate 
the top three trees. Along with 
new opportunities in the commu-
nity, there are also new leader-
ship opportunities. 

This month the council elect-
ed its new officers for the next 
2021-2022 4-H year: President 
and reporter, Alice Bathurst; 
vice president, Carley Rothfuss; 
secretary, Lyndsey Buechman; 
and treasurer, Tucker Stroda. 
Each position requires work 
outside of the bi-monthly coun-
cil meetings. They are expected 
to be representatives in multiple 
county committees, and they 
are expected to report to the 
council details learned in those 
committee meetings. Because of 
Sterl Hall being occupied by the 
courthouse, meetings will con-
tinue to be held on zoom. The 
next meeting will be 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 22. 

4-H Round-up4-H Round-up

Champions Champions 
named at  named at  
livestock showlivestock show

HUTCHINSON — Win-
ning exhibitors at the 89th 
Kansas Junior Livestock 
Show included several 
from Dickinson County. 
Some earned premiums, 
while others were presented 
scholarships for excelling 
academically, in community 
service and in 4-H/FFA. 

The largest youth live-
stock show in Kansas 
showcased 1,648 head of 
livestock, including 158 
market steers, 280 breeding 
heifers, 217 market hogs, 
221 breeding gilts, 285 

market lambs, 214 breed-
ing ewes, 150 market goats 
and 123 commercial doe 
kids Oct. 1 through 3 at the 
Kansas State Fairgrounds 
in Hutchinson.

Pre-determined cash pre-
miums were awarded to the 
top five animals in both the 
market and breeding shows 
for all four species. From 
Dickinson County winners 
were: In the Shorthorn divi-
sion, Raine Garten exhibit-
ed the champion steer and 
earned $200 for the fourth 
overall commercial ewe. 
Reserve supreme went to 
a Simmental heifer, earn-
ing $750, shown by Jack-
ie Sleichter. Sleichter also 
had the champion Chianina 

heifer. Abi Lillard showed 
the champion barrow and 
the reserve champion in the 
Duroc division. 

Hannah Whetstone of Elk 
County was awarded senior 
sheep showmanship hon-
ors, with Rachel Hendricks 
of Elk County in reserve. 
Following the top two, in 
order of finish, was Clay 
Brillhart, Bourbon County; 
Cody Coen, Morton Coun-
ty; and Raine Garten, Dick-
inson County.

Students earn Students earn 
honorshonors

MANCHESTER, NH 
— Savannah Stone of 

Durham has been named 
to Southern New Hamp-
shire University’s summer 
2021 President’s List. Eli-
gibility for the President’s 
List requires that a student 
accumulate an academic 
grade point average (GPA) 
of 3.7-4.0 and earn 12 
credits for the term.

Carson Godbout of 
Abilene has been named 
to Southern New Hamp-
shire University’s sum-
mer 2021 Dean’s List. 
Eligibility for the Dean’s 
List requires that a stu-
dent accumulate an aca-
demic grade point aver-
age (GPA) of 3.5-3.699 
and earn 12 credits for 
the term.

Youth BriefsYouth Briefs

veterans. With the aid of 
Maine Senator Olympia 
Snowe, arrangements were 
made for the wreaths to be 
placed at Arlington in one 
of the older sections of the 
cemetery that had been re-
ceiving fewer visitors with 
each passing year.

As plans were under-
way, a number of other in-
dividuals and organizations 
stepped up to help. James 
Prout, owner of local truck-
ing company Blue Bird 
Ranch, Inc., generously pro-
vided transportation all the 

way to Virginia. Volunteers 
from the local American Le-
gion and VFW Posts gath-
ered with members of the 
community to decorate each 
wreath with traditional red, 
hand-tied bows. Members 
of the Maine State Society 
of Washington, D.C. helped 
to organize the wreath-lay-
ing, which included a spe-
cial ceremony at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier.

The annual tribute went 
on quietly for several years, 
until 2005, when a photo 
of the stones at Arlington, 
adorned with wreaths and 
covered in snow, circulated 
around the internet. Sudden-
ly, the project received na-
tional attention. Thousands 
of requests poured in from 
all over the country from 
people wanting to help with 

Arlington, to emulate the 
Arlington project at their 
National and State cemeter-
ies, or to simply share their 
stories and thank Morrill 
Worcester for honoring our 
nation’s heroes.

Unable to donate thou-
sands of wreaths to each state, 
Worcester began sending 
seven wreaths to every state, 
one for each branch of the 
military, and for POW/MIAs. 
In 2006, with the help of the 
Civil Air Patrol and other civic 
organizations, simultaneous 
wreath-laying ceremonies 
were held at over 150 loca-
tions around the country. The 
Patriot Guard Riders volun-
teered as escort for the wreaths 
going to Arlington. This began 
the annual “Veterans Honor 
Parade” that travels the east 
coast in early December.

The annual trip to Ar-
lington and the groups of 
volunteers eager to partici-
pate in Worcester’s simple 
wreath-laying event grew 
each year until it became 
clear the desire to remember 
and honor our country’s fall-
en heroes was bigger than 
Arlington, and bigger than 
this one company.

In 2007, the Worcester 
family, along with vet-
erans, and other groups 
and individuals who had 
helped with their annual 
veterans wreath ceremo-
ny in Arlington, formed 
Wreaths Across America, 
a non-profit 501-(c)(3) or-
ganization, to continue and 
expand this effort, and sup-
port other groups around 
the country who wanted to 
do the same. 

VFW Continued from P. 2

Public Auction
Simmons Towing 

& Auto Repair

will be host to a sealed bid 

abandoned vehicle public 

auction. All bids will be 

accepted until Tuesday, 

October 12th, at 10 a.m. where 

following vehicles will be sold 

to the highest bidder if said 

vehicles are not claimed by 

owner on or before 10/11/2021:

1995 Chevy Suburban  

 VIN: 1GNFK16K1SJ463580

1996 Dodge Dakota

 VIN: 1B7FL26P3TS639774

2000 BMW 323i

 VIN: WBAAM3348YFP82417

1998 Ford Escort

 VIN: 3FALP113XWR145102

2007 Suzuki XL-7

 VIN: 2S3DA417376121156

1997 Oldsmobile 88

 VIN: 1G3HN52K5V4830957

2000 Volvo VNM42T 

 VIN: 4V4M42RFXYN245951

All vehicles sold

with no warranty.

456 Hwy 77

Herington, KS 67449

(785) 258-8024

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. Get 
help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY

1-785-922-9098
Dental50Plus.com/dcnt

martinbeckercarlson.com

Proudly serving
Dickinson County

Martin-

Becker-Carlson

Danner

Londeen-Overlease

Funeral Homes

www.dental50plus.com/dcnt
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

CHURCH

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

Call 785-366-6186 or Email lauren.dcnt@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

VETERINARY

FINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC

INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® Air 

Conditioning systems for high 

efficiency Air Conditioning and 
reliable performance, backed 

by outstanding warranties.

Serving the 

Tri-County Area Since 1984

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Quadruple CutQuadruple Cut

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Tree TrimmingTree Trimming
Complete Tree ExtractionComplete Tree Extraction
Storm CleanupStorm Cleanup

785-366-6782785-366-6782
Fully Licensed and InsuredFully Licensed and Insured

Kirk Mefford - Kirk Mefford - 

Tree CuttingTree Cutting
12 years tree cutting experience12 years tree cutting experience

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Classified
For Sale

Place your 25-word clas-

sified in the Kansas Press 
Association and 135 more 

for only $300/ week. Find 

employees, sell your home 

or your car. Call the Kansas 

Press Association @ 785-

271-5304 today!

Help Wanted

FREON WANTED: We 

pay $$$ for cylinders and 

cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 

R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-

9169 or visit Refrigerant-

Finders.com

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 

MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Ameri-

ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 

Movers. Let us take the stress 

out of moving!  Speak to a 

Relocation Specialist, call 

888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-

timates make it convenient to 

shop from home. Profession-

al installation.  Top quality 

- Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  844-740-

0117.  Ask about our specials!

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Affordable prices - No 

payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available.  

Call: 844-980-0025 

Misc.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR 

TAXES? Stop wage & bank 

levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 

resolve tax debt FAST. Call 

855-462-2769

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or 

not!  All conditions accepted.  

Free pickup.  Call for details. 

844-268-9386

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have the best 

rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS!  Save 

your money on your Medi-

care supplement plan. FREE 

QUOTES from top providers. 

Excellent coverage. Call for 

a no obligation quote to see 

how much you can save! 855-

587-1299

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 

channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 

updates!  We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 

slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial Aid 

Available for those who qual-

ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and 

your family may be entitled 

to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 

AWARD. Call 866-327-2721 

today. Free Consultation. No 

Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will 

help you self-publish your 

own book. FREE author sub-

mission kit!  Limited offer!  

Why wait?  Call now: 855-

939-2090
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channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 
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Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-
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safe bathing. Grab bars, no 

slip flooring & seated show-
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Medical Billing & Cod-
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Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
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Recently diagnosed with 
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to a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
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It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

FT Nurse….day shift

FT C.N.A.…evenings

FT CMA……evening

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HELP WANTED

District Transportation Director

Herington USD 487 is accepting applications for 

a District Transportation Director. Ability to work 

with and supervise people is essential as well as skills 

in automotive maintenance. This is a salaried position, 

10-month position. Applications may be obtained 

and returned to the Board of Education office, 19 N. 
Broadway.  

Help WantedHelp Wanted

SPECIALTY

SERVICES

Help Wanted
Centre USD 397 is accepting applications

for the following positions: 

• COVID Testing/Reporting Person – Part-time.

• Bus Driver – paid $20.00 per hr. per route; training 

provided.

• Activity Driver – after school activities, CDL required.

• School Vehicle Driver – no CDL required.

• Substitutes - teachers, aides, bus drivers.

Applications available at district 

office, 785-983-4304 or on 
website, www.usd397.com. 

Application deadline:

until position filled.  EOE

Enjoy Your
Community 
News

Minutes 
After We 
Publish!

(It comes to you
via email)

Add your email 
to your regular 
subscription at 
no extra cost or 

subscribe to
our e-edition alone
• $49.50 in-state

• $62 out-of-state!

Visit

DickinsonNewsTimes.com

Questions? 785-366-6186

www.kvkinc.biz
www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.usd397.com
www.smchapmanparish.org
www.workforgpm.com
www.salemhomeks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.stevecrichton.com


 

Q. Tell us a little about 
yourself and your back-
ground, which qualifies you 
for this position.

A. I was born and raised 
in Abilene. After graduat-
ing from AHS in 2013, I 
married the love of my life 
and made the big move to 
Salina to study Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (drones) 
at K-State. In 2016 grad-
uated college, moved 
back to Abilene, and start-
ed working as a remote 
sensing specialist for 
K-State’s drone program. 
At the beginning of 2021, 

I resigned from my 
position at K-State 
to create a drone 
services business 
and pursue a grad-
uate degree study-
ing crop resistance 
to insect pests.  

My wife and 
I love calling 
Abilene home, and 
we a grateful that we get 
to raise our kids in this 
community.

Q. Why did you choose to 
run for the city commission?

A. I plan to live in 
Abilene for the rest of my 

life. I chose to run 
for the city com-
mission because  I 
want to be a part 
of the decisions 
made in this com-
munity.  I quite lit-
erally have to live 
with the decisions 
I make in my role 

as a city commis-
sioner, so this gives me 
an excellent incentive to 
think through the long-
term implications of my 
actions.

Q. What is the number 
one issue facing the city, 

which you would like to 
tackle, and how do you plan 
to tackle it?

A. The number one issue 
facing the city is the attitude 
of negativity. We have many 
challenges facing the city, 
including but not limited to 
the Highlands development, 
childcare shortages, and 
stormwater drainage. 

However, we cannot 
solve those problems well 
without city staff, citizens, 
and the city commission 
working together, main-
taining a positive attitude, 
and being gracious to-
wards one another. 

With the pandemic, in-
flation, and political divi-
siveness of the past couple 
of years, there is a lot of 
negativity in Abilene. This 
problem is not exclusive 
to Abilene, but I hope to 
rise above it to improve 
our city. I try to live this 
out by checking my pride, 
listening to others, and at-
tributing reasonableness 
to those I disagree with.

Q. Why should voters 
vote for you?

A. A vote for me results 
in a voice on the city com-
mission representing small 

businesses and young fam-
ilies. That is my life, and I 
bring that perspective into 
the decision-making of the 
city. 

While serving the past 
three years on the commis-
sion, I have learned city 
processes and procedures. 

Now equipped with this 
knowledge, I hope to help 
make Abilene a healthier 
community by focusing 
on infrastructure, quali-
ty of life, and supporting 
our city staff, who are the 
hands and feet of making 
our city a great place to 
live.

Q. Tell us a little about 
yourself and your back-
ground, which qualifies you 
for this position.

A. My name is Allie 
Hawkes. I graduated from 
Centre High School in 
2008. I have an Associate’s 
Degree in Early Childhood 
Education and a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Political 
Science. I am currently 
attending Washburn Uni-
versity School of Law and 
will graduate in December 
of 2022 with a Juris Doc-
torate. 

I have served on the Her-
ington USD 487 Board of 
Education since January 

of 2018 and I am up for re-
election for a second term. 

Q. Why did you choose 
to run for the Board of 
Education?

A. I originally chose to 
run for the Board of Edu-
cation in 2017 because I 
wanted to get involved. I 
have enjoyed serving USD 
487 and our community 
over the last four years. 
There is no one main issue 
in my mind, every issue is 
important in one way or an-
other.

Q. What is the number 
one issue facing the school 

district, which you would 
like to tackle and how do 
you plan to tackle it?

A. The number one is-
sue facing USD 487 is 
Covid-19. Unfortunately, 
this is not an issue we can 
just “tackle”. This pandem-
ic is ever evolving, and we 
have not yet started to see 
the lasting effects it will 
have on our community. 
Covid-19 has brought about 
controversial conversations 
regarding masking, social 
distancing, and vaccina-
tions. Last year the Boad of 
Education, in conjunction 
with our Superintendent, 
implemented multiple lev-

els of mitigation to combat 
the spread of Covid-19. 

These mitigation strat-
egies included following 
county mask mandates, 
taking temperatures at the 
door, maintaining six-foot 
social distancing, and lim-
iting the number of visitors 
in our school. 

The school district also 
established a “Covid Team” 
that met weekly to review 
covid numbers and deter-
mine what level the school 
would operate according 
to the Gating Criteria. At 
the start of the 2021-2022 
school year, the Board of 
Education once again im-

plemented mitigation pro-
cedures such as a testing 
protocol for students (with 
parent permission), main-
taining three-foot social 
distancing, recommended 
masking regardless of vac-
cination status, and follow-
ing mask mandates for pub-
lic transportation. When 
numbers started to rise in 
surrounding communities, 
the Board of Education 
mandated masks inside all 
school buildings. I think it 
is important the Board of 
Education also consider 
the mental and emotional 
stress this pandemic has 
had on students and staff 

alike. They deserve a safe 
and stress-free learning en-
vironment. 

Q, Why should voters 
vote for you?

A. I would be honored to 
serve our community an-
other four years. I strive to 
consider all sides of an is-
sue before reaching a final 
decision. Some decisions 
are easier than others, but I 
always have the best inter-
est of the district in mind. 
The decisions made do 
not just affect students and 
staff, they also affect par-
ents, families, and the com-
munity. Thank you.

Q. Tell us a little about 
yourself and your back-
ground, which qualifies you 
for this position.

A. I am a Kansas native 
and have been a resident 
most of my life. I’ve earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Hu-
man Resource Management 
and a Minor in Business 

Administration. For the last 
17 years, I have served as a 
civilian employee for the De-
partment of Army. The time 
spent working for the gov-
ernment has given me strong 
leadership, organizational 
and time-management skills 
needed to be a successful city 
commissioner.

Q. Why did you choose to 
run for city commission?

A. I’m running because 
I love this community and 
want to ensure that it is a 
safe place to work and live.

I want to show my chil-
dren that service to the 
community we call home is 
a noble civic responsibility.

Q. What is the number 
one issue facing the city, 
which you would like to 
tackle and how do you plan 
to tackle it?

A. If elected to the City 
Commission, I aim to pri-
oritize individual liberty, 
personal property rights, 
and look for ways to be 

as self-reliant as possible 
as our city continues to 
deal with the effects of 
COVID. I recognize the 
citizen’s ability and free-
dom to make their own 
decisions and take per-
sonal responsibility for 
their own health. I will 
also concentrate on issues 

that are responsive to the 
needs and the wants of our 
citizens.

Q. Why should voters 
vote for you?

A. If elected, I will be an 
independent voice on the 
city commission. To listen 
to what the citizens want, 
then act on their behalf.

Q. Tell us a little about 
yourself and your back-
ground, which qualifies you 
for this position.

A. My name is Trenton 
Jeffrey Barnes. I was born 
September 28th, 1992 so I 
will be 29 years old when 
the election happens. I at-
tended school in Herington 
from 1st Grade through 
graduation and I am a proud 
Alumni of HHS. I have 
a wife Chelsea, and two 
beautiful little girls Bryn-
nley (6) and Brixxon (2). I 
believe I am well suited for 
the School Board because 

I’ve grown up in 
a family that has 
been very involved 
in the community.

Q. Why did you 
choose to run for the 
Board of Education?

A. Herington is 
my home and has 
been for the last 22 
years. The School Board is 
important to me because I 
believe the education and 
socialization students re-
ceive during their time in 
Pre K through Graduation 
is critical to them becom-

ing functioning and 
productive adults. 
I also think a good 
school system is vi-
tal to the success of 
the community it’s 
based in, and to be a 
good school system 
requires members 
of the community to 
be informed and in-

volved. The future of USD 
487 is extremely important 
and I want to help prepare 
for that future any way that 
I can.

Q. What is the number 
one issue facing the school 

district, which you would 
like to tackle and how do 
you plan to tackle it?

A. I believe the main 
issue facing the district 
right now, as well as all 
districts across the state is 
the health and safety of the 
students. 

The strain on the teach-
ers and staff of USD 487 
this past year and a half has 
been immense, and they’ve 
done a superb job navigat-
ing these unprecedented 
times. 

We must do everything 
we can to make a safe 

learning environment, but 
the students also need that 
social aspect that the pan-
demic has really affected. 
I want to help to find cre-
ative decisions to protect 
the kids, but also give them 
their lives back. 

I truly believe the social-
ization in schools is every 
bit as important as the ed-
ucation, and I want to help 
make that possible again.

Q, Why should voters 
vote for you?

A. I hope people will 
vote for me because I 

genuinely want all the 
students of the Herington 
schools to be successful 
in whatever path they 
choose for their lives. 

I want to see Herington 
grow as a community, and 
I believe the heart of that 
community is USD 487. 
I had great experiences 
in those schools growing 
up, and I’m proud of the 
man they helped me to 
become. 

I believe I have what it 
takes to keep the Railers 
on the right track (pun 
intended).

Q. Tell us a little about 
yourself and your back-
ground, which qualifies you 
for this position.

A. I have a Bachelor’s 
Degree in both Account-
ing and Business Admin-
istration with an emphasis 
in Finance. I work as a 
Supervisor in the Mili-
tary Pay Office at Fort Ri-
ley and have since 2008. 
I have been a Herington 
resident and homeowner 
since 2010. I have a fresh-
man and two elementary 
school children who all 
attend USD 487. I enjoy 
volunteering in the com-
munity. I have served on 
PTO for the past 10 years, 
and have been treasurer 
for the past 8 years. I am 

a member of the Elemen-
tary Site Council and Beta 
Sigma Phi.

 
Q. Why did you choose 

to run for the Board of 
Education? 

A. I originally chose to 
run for the BOE in 2013 
because I was asked to by 
a former board member. 
He reached out to me the 
night before the last day to 
file to be a candidate. It is 
not something I had pre-
viously considered. How-
ever, I have grown to love 
being on the BOE.

I am incredibly proud 
of all of the work that the 
BOE has accomplished 
during my tenure. From 
the adoption of the Ar-

chery program 
to the asbestos 
abatement and re-
model of the high 
school, the BOE 
has taken huge 
steps in the right 
direction during 
my time on the 
board. I have 
served as Board 
President for the past 4 
years. I have been through 
3 Superintendent searches 
and was President during 
the last one, which result-
ed in Superintendent Don-
alyn Biehler’s selection 
for the position. 

 
Q. What is the number 

one issue facing the school 
district, which you would 

like to tackle and 
how do you plan to 
tackle it?

A. The number 
one issue currently 
facing the school 
district is COVID. 
We have had sev-
eral positive cases 
as of late, as well 
as many students 

who must quarantine at 
home. My plan to tackle 
it includes many of the 
measures that the BOE 
has already adopted, along 
with a few more including 
mandatory masking when 
numbers indicate it is 
needed, continued social 
distancing, hand washing 
and sanitizing, COVID 
testing in the school with 

parental consent, and vac-
cination clinics when the 
vaccine is available to stu-
dents under 12. We need 
to keep our kids in school. 
Although remote learning 
was far from perfect for 
most students, the legisla-
tion that prevents us from 
utilizing it during at-home 
quarantines is extremely 
detrimental to our chil-
dren. At this point, a child 
could be quarantined for 
up to 20 days. It would be 
difficult for anystudent to 
recover after such a long 
absence from school. 

 
Q, Why should voters 

vote for you?
A. I am extremely ded-

icated to my position on 

the board. Since my first 
election in 2013, I have 
missed only one meeting, 
including special meet-
ings. I regularly take ad-
vantage of Board Training 
that is offered and take 
time off from my job to 
attend. 

I understand that my 
responsibility is to all of 
the children in the district, 
not just my own. I am a 
team player. I am open to 
changing my mind based 
on data and facts present-
ed to me, as well as others’ 
educated opinions. I love 
this district, its staff, and 
its administrators. I am 
extremely proud of all that 
the district has to offer our 
children.
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EDITORS NOTE: Most candidates in contested races responded to a phone call 
request by the DCNT for an email address to send a questionnaire to. Several can-
didates have returned the Q&A and their responses will run in the coming weeks 
in no particular order we will continue trying to reach out to those who have not 
responded.
Candidates were asked to keep their answers below 500 words

Allie Hawkes —Candidate for Herington School Board

Wendy Miller —Candidate for Abilene City Commission

Trenton Barnes —Candidate for Herington School Board

AmyThibodeau —Candidate for Herington School Board

TRENTON BARNES

AMY THIBODEAU

Trevor Witt —Candidate for Abilene City Commission

TREVOR WITT



 

By Frank J. Buchman
DCNT Contributor

With record prices being 
reported for top performance 
horses, owners are the most 
conscious ever about insur-
ing their investment

“Many factors must be 
considered when purchas-
ing equine insurance to 
get the right coverage at 
affordable prices,” said 
Karen McCuistion.

 “Foremost it is important 
to find an agent who knows 
the horse business,” empha-
sized the American Quarter 
Horse Association official.

“Partner with an agent 
with expertise in your 
horse’s discipline,” advised 
McCuistion from her Am-
arillo, Texas, office. “Ask 
around for recommenda-
tions for from someone who 
has done business with that 
agent before.”

Insurance is an important 
part of any business or in-
dividual’s financial founda-
tion. “Many horse owners 
learn the hard way that opt-
ing against insurance can be 
costly,” McCuistion said. 

Horse accidents can be 
expensive. “Buying insur-
ance is one way to help pro-
tect your financial invest-
ment,” McCuistion said. 
“Horses can be become 
one our biggest assets, so 
it’s important to be covered 
correctly.”

Most people understand 
the necessity of carrying 
homeowner’s insurance. 
“That same logic should ap-
ply to horse insurance,” Mc-
Cuistion explained. “Upon 
buying a horse insurance 
policy, the financial risk 
associated with losing that 
horse is transferred to the 
insurance company.”

It can be difficult to put 
a value on a horse. “When 
determining the value of a 

horse, the ultimate decision 
is made by the insurance un-
derwriter,” McCuistion said. 
“The agent is a good re-
source who will be familiar 
enough with the market to 
help determine the value.”

Many factors are taken 
into account when assess-
ing a horse’s value. For 
weanlings being insured by 
their breeders, generally the 
stud fee is used as a starting 
point. As the horse enters 
training and makes its first 
start, its value will change. 

“A good insurance agent 

will adjust those values as 
time goes on,” McCuistion 
continued. “So an owner 
isn’t paying extra premiums 
on a horse whose value has 
dropped or underinsured on 
a new champion.”

When compared to vet-
erinary bills and training 
costs, horse insurance pre-
miums can be among the 
lowest in a budget. “Still, 
there are times that the 
budget needs a little help,” 
McCuistion said. “Own-
ers should work with their 
agent to secure the most 

coverage they can afford 
within their limits.” 

When insuring a large 
number of horses or a hand-
ful of high-dollar horses, 
there can be benefit from de-
ductible policies. “Agreeing 
to pay a deductible increases 
the amount of risk an owner 
is willing to take. Howev-
er, the premium is lowered 
in the process,” McCui-
stion said. “Deductibles are 
sometimes referred to as 
self-retention. The more an 
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By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The new horticulture 
and crop production agent 
for the Chisholm Trail 
Extension District is no 
stranger to agriculture or 
Extension.

Hayley Whitehair is 
from Clay Center and was 
introduced to the world of 
agriculture on her grand-
parents farm. Growing up 
she knew the direction she 
wanted to take in her fu-
ture and had her sights set 
on a job with Extension.

“I grew up around crop 
production there, and 
I’ve always worked at a 
greenhouse or nursery 
and through high school 
and college, I worked for 
a gardener in high school 
as well an elderly couple 
did gardening for them,” 
she said. “I really like 
working with plants. It’s 
what I’ve always enjoyed 
doing from back when 
I was in 4-H and FFA. I 
did horticulture judging 
and floriculture judging. 
That’s when I really be-
came interested as well 
and furthering my educa-
tion into this industry.”

Knowing her dream 
job required a bachelor’s 

degree, she first went to 
Southeast Community 
College in Beatrice, Ne-
braska for an associates 
degree in horticulture 
and then Northwest Mis-
souri State University in 
Maryville, Missouri for 
her bachelor’s degree in 
general agriculture, with 
a focus in horticulture.

After graduating in 
2017 she worked as the 
Clay County Conserva-
tion District Manager. 
When the 4-H office pro-
fessional position opened 
in Dickinson County she 
accepted that and then 
moved up.

Her official start date in 
the position was Aug. 23. 
First on the agenda was 
to start getting to know 
people and producers in 
Dickinson County but she 
has a vision for the future 
of her office.

Although her focus has 
been on the horticulture 
side, she said there is an 
equal need for agrono-
my and looks forward to 
learning more about it.

“I plan to do some pro-
gramming for both the 
horticulture side of things 
as well as the agronomy 
side,” she said. “We’ll 
be doing our wheat plot 

tours, … as well as may-
be soil sampling work-
shops, I’d like to do one 
of those.”

On the horticulture side 
of the aisle she plans to 
continue the Master Gar-
dener program. 

She is also eyeing a 
women in ag event.

“I know they did one 
here last year but I think 
that’s important,” she said.

As a young woman in 
the ag industry, Whitehair 
said her experience and 
knowledge helps her ma-
neuver her way through a 
male-dominant field.

“What really helps is 
my background at the 
conservation district,” she 
said. “I’ve had four years 
of experience working di-
rectly with the producers. 
I’ve been able to commu-
nicate with the people of 
the industry.”

She is also looking 
forward to continuing 
her own education in the 
field, which is something 
she has always appreciat-
ed about agriculture.

“I love learning new 
things,” she said. “There’s 
always something new in 
the ag industry — it’s al-
ways changing, there’s al-
ways something to learn.”

County’s new ag agent brings experience, passion to job

Courtesy photo
With horses bringing all-time high prices, owners are more often looking into 
insurance to help protect their investment.

Insurance wise investment for high-value horses

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Hayley Whitehair, the new horticulture and crop production agent for the Chisholm 
Trail Extension District  checks out vegetable plants at the Abilene Community 
Garden where she tended a plot this year. 

Special to the DCNT

Stacy McClintock did 
not always picture a ca-
reer in banking, but she 
was positive cattle would 
be a part of her life. It was 
a happy coincidence that 
her life’s work in banking 
would naturally parallel 
her role in the beef in-
dustry as a member of the 
Federation of State Beef 
Councils. 

McClintock has been 
on the Federation of State 
Beef Councils for three 
years and previously 
served on the Cattlemen’s 
Beef Board for six years. 
As a Bank Officer in Op-
erations, she can work 
with millions of dol-
lars, giving her a unique 
perspective on how the 
Federation manages 
producers’ Beef Check-
off dollars. McClintock 
knows the importance of 
the Beef Checkoff and 
emphasizes the impor-
tance of the relationship 
the Federation has with 
state councils, like our 
Kansas Beef Council. 

“CBB is the Beef Check-
off,” McClintock said. 

States receive repre-
sentation based on their 
population of cattle. Kan-
sas, ranked second in the 
nation, has six represen-
tatives on CBB. KBC and 
CBB each get 50 cents 
of each Kansas Checkoff 
dollar, so coordination be-
tween the state and nation-
al organizations is critical 
to ensure producer dollars 
are spent effectively. 

“When the state and 
national levels work to-
gether, we can get more 
done and that is good for 
everyone,” she said.

As a small beef pro-
ducer, McClintock is a 
passionate representative 
at the national level. “We 
all pay a dollar into the 
Checkoff and the Check-
off is very complex,” she 
said. “It’s important to see 
the big picture and how 
much the Checkoff truly 
does. As individual pro-
ducers, we don’t have the 
resources to create imports 
and exports and offer offi-

cial comments that delve 
into the dietary guide-
lines. We don’t put up 
billboards, run social me-
dia campaigns, and give 
out beef recipes and meal 
inspirations. We can’t do 
all of those things because 
we are doing chores and 
taking care of cows.” 

McClintock said  
Checkoff funds supported 
initiatives that addressed 
more than 100,000 pieces 
of misinformation about 
beef in the media last year. 

“That is astronomical 
to me. Who wouldn’t pay 
a dollar just for that? It’s 
incredible.” 

One of the most in-
triguing parts of the Beef 
Checkoff for McClintock 
was its role in dietary 
guidelines. McClintock’s 
daughter is diabetic so 
naturally, nutrition is an 
important part of their 
lives. While serving on 
the Checkoff, a dietitian 
requested funds to attend 
a meeting overseas to 
discuss research showing 
beef causing cancer. 

“It’s expensive to send 
someone overseas and we 
are very careful about how 
funds are used,” she said. 

They agreed to fund 
her trip. After the meet-
ing, the dietitian was on 
at least six national news 
stations successfully dis-
puting the research and 
pointing out its shortfalls. 

“What would have hap-
pened if we had not sent 
her?” McClintock asked, 
confident the decision to 
fund that trip was money 
well-spent. 

McClintock enjoys the 
opportunity to partici-
pate in the Beef Check-
off process with leaders 
from around the nation, 
but she is most proud of 
the beef industry on her 
daily drive home to Sol-
dier, Kansas, past fields 
and pastures filled with 
families teaching chil-
dren and grandchildren. 
McClintock’s passion and 
leadership, as a producer, 
is the example we need 
to inspire the next gener-
ation to lead and protect 
the future of our industry.

Beef Checkoff helps  
fight misinformation

Only Agriculture… All the Time
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2021 
6:00 pm (Doors open at 5:00 pm) 

First Baptist Church 

201 E Hawley St, Herington KS  67449 

For tickets go to fbcherington.org 
Click on Purchase Tickets tab & designate other - EHSS 

or call Debbie at 785-258-4119 for more info  

Artist Circle (reserved) - $35 

General Admission - $25 
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       SOUTHERN GOSPEL 

           AT ITS FINEST 

Courtesy photo
Chapman High School juniors Levi Gaston, left and Raymond Johnson 
pace themselves as they compete in the Ellsworth Invitational Oct. 5. Those 
participating and their times were: seventh grade girls, Abbie Whitworth 
18:06; seventh grade boys, Ethan Falls 13:56 (medal), Roper Woods 16:19 
(personal record), eighth grade girls Courtney Adams 14:44 (medal), Jade 
Beary 15:34 (medal), Makenzie Hall 15:52 (medal), Mayson Obermeyer 
18:09; eighth grade boys, Dereck Klukas came in first with a time of 12:42 
(medal), Kaden Hitz came in second at 13:09 (medal), Cyras Wyma 14:58, 
Donovan Brabender 15:03, Charlie Strauss 15:05; varsity girls, Paisly 
Jaderborg 24:57 (medal); varsity boys came in fourth place out of 9 teams, 
Drew Elliott placed second with 17:41 (medal), Chris Falls 19:57, Raymond 
Johnson 20:34, Taryn Hoffman 20:44, Levi Gaston 20:49, Travis Leasure 
23:15, Justin Blocker 24:25; junior varsity boys, Joey Alonzo 23:35, Ben 
Phillips 25:24, Ayden Muniz 27:19. “What a beautiful day for running,” said 
coach Cindy Zumbrunn. “We may not have had too many PR’s, but this is a 
pretty darn hilly golf course. With missing this meet last year, due to being 
remote, none of the middle school kids, and a few of the high school kids 
had ever seen this course before.  Once again, every single runner busted 
his/her tail. I love their willingness to work hard — one of the most important 
things we look for in a runner.”

Irish varsity boys place fourth

Courtesy photo
Kaitlynn Bina and Robert Spohn pose with the medals they earned at the Greenhand 
Information Test Sept. 20. Kaitlynn came in second and Robert placed ninth. They along 
with Jenna Bittle, Olivia Carlson, Daniel Moeninning, Hailey Barton, and Hayley Whiteley 
attended the South Central District Greenhand Conference in Pratt, where they learned 
about opportunities in the organization, which they can be a part of. They also learned 
about different careers in the agriculture industry. They then took a 50-question test over 
FFA History and facts about the organization. There were more than 600 members who 
attended and Centre had two in the top 10 scores. 

Courtesy photo
Julia Brunner shows her medal from her third place finish in the Land Judging Career 
Development Events Sept. 30. Centre FFA hosted the South Central District Land and 
Homesite Evaluation career development event where members learned how to evaluate 
top and sub soil types, slope, soil depth, permeability, erosion, and surface runoff. Then 
they had to determine the overall land capability class and any vegetative and mechan-
ical land treatments, as well as any fertilizer and soil amendments. Centre FFA had four 
members compete in the senior division and they placed third overall. The members on 
the team were Bradley Alexander, Karsen Kroupa, Kyle Peterson, and Julia Brunner who 
placed third.

Courtesy photo
The Herington FFA hosted a Day on the Farm for students at Herington elementary 
school Sept. 29.  A Day on the Farm had 12 stations that included the different sec-
tors of agriculture. The animal stations were goats, horse, chickens, rabbits, sheep, 
donkeys, and cattle. At the animal stations, children learned about the different 
breeds and characteristics of each animal. Other stations included grain and hay 
crops, tractors and a baler, as well as the K-9 Unit of the Kansas Highway Patrol. 
Each station had one to two presenters and one guide composed of the HHS FFA 
Chapter. There were 25 members and alumni present with about 175 elementary 
students in attendance. Submitted by Emma Kickhaefer - FFA Reporter

FFA hosts Day on the Farm event

Centre FFA hosts judging event

Two Centre FFA members in top ten

owner retains risk, the in-
surance becomes cheaper.” 

Most carriers require a 
minimum policy value to 
write a deductible policy 
for horses. “Still, if in-
suring horses for a large 
amount, it is worth check-
ing into advantages of a 
deductible policy,” Mc-
Cuistion said.

Another option for in-
suring large numbers of 
horses is specified peril 
policies, which are less 
expensive than full mor-
tality policies. “Typical-
ly, specified peril policies 
cover things such as fire, 
lightning, transportation, 
theft, acts of God and ac-
cidents,” McCuistion said.

It’s important to check 
for discounts when it 
comes to equine insur-
ance by combining farm 
auto and equine mortality 
with one company. “Even 
though you may not be el-
igible for a multiple-horse 
discount, you could be 
eligible for threshold dis-
counts,” McCuistion said.
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