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Labor Day, as a national 
holiday, has its roots in the 
violence and dismal work-
ing conditions of the late 
1800’s in America.

The first Labor Day hol-
iday was celebrated in 
New York City on Tues-
day, Sept. 5, 1882. On that 
day, according to https://
www.history.com, work-
ers took unpaid time and 
marched from City Hall to 
Union Square making it the 
first Labor Day parade in 
the county. The event was 
organized by the Central 
Labor Union, a body repre-
senting 60 unions and more 
than 80,000 people.

During the height of the 
Industrial Revolution in the 
United States, the average 

American worked 12-hour 
days and seven-day weeks. 
Children as young as five 
years old worked in mills, 
factories and mines across 
the country.

Working conditions were 
horrendous compared to to-
day’s standards, which led 
to the rise of labor unions.

These unions, tasked with 
improving working condi-
tions, were often met with 
resistance and violence.

In June 1894, the federal 
government sent troops into 
Chicago to try and break a 
strike by workers of the 
Pullman Palace Car Com-
pany. The ensuing violence 
left 13 people dead. 

Soon after President 
Grover Cleveland signed 
the federal holiday into 
law, states an article on the 
Union Plus website.

Holiday started from protests Holiday started from protests 

Big Boy steams through county

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
People were pulled over all along Old Highway 40 
in Dickinson County trying to get a look and picture 
of Big Boy as it made it’s way across Kansas. LEFT: 
The steam engine did not stop in Chapman but that 
didn’t stop a large crowd from gathering to watch it 
go through town. RIGHT: When Big Boy stopped just 
outside of the Abilene Depot people crowded around 
to get a closer look and take photographs before it 
headed out of town.

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

DICKINSON COUNTY 
— By 3 p.m. people were 
staking out the best loca-
tions along Old Highway 40 
through Dickinson County 
to get a glimpse of Big Boy 
4014 as it made its way from 
Kansas City to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming Sept. 2.

When the a 1941 steam 
engine,  moved through 
Chapman professional and 
amateur photographers had 

seconds to grab their pic-
tures. Among the crowd 
who gathered was Pat Ir-
vine, of Chapman, who 
brought his grandchildren 
Mackenzi Kerns, 7, Keegan 
Kerns, 6, and Oliver Kerns, 
5, out to see the train go by.

Irvine said the children 
didn’t know much about the 
old steam engine but he want-
ed to give them the chance to 
see a piece of history.

“Oliver really likes 
trains,” he said. “We live 
just down the block and 

every time a train goes by 
he’s got to run out to see it.”

Mackenzi doesn’t hold 
her brother’s fascination 
with the trains.

“They’re loud,” she said. 
“They hurt my ears.”

Big Boy was running a little 
behind schedule as it steamed 
its way through Chapman and 
into Abilene where it arrived 
about 4:45 p.m. slowing to a 
stop a few feet from the old 
train depot.

As soon as it stopped, 
hundreds of people 

swarmed around it to get a 
closer look

When Patrick Thibo-
deau, of Herington, got off 
work and his sons Aidan, 
14, and Declan, 7, were 
out of school he drove 
them to Abilene to see the 
steam engine.

“We’re here for a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to 
see Big Boy,” he said. “I 
think it’s way cool that you 
get to see living history.”

Labor Day celebrations carry on workers’ legacy

Savannah DePriest | DCNT photo
One of the highlights of the 112th annual Chapman 
Labor Day festival was the Class of ‘77 Car Show 
featuring an array of antique and classic cars and 
trucks. See page 5 for more photos.

Anna Kristek | DCNT photos
The Burdick Labor Day celebration included a 
parade featuring multiple forms of transportation. 
See more photos page 9.

Cowboy history, traditions celebrated at Chisholm Trail Days
By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

ABILENE — A rainy start 
to Chisholm Trail Days at 
Old Abilene Town gave way 
to a dry afternoon filled with 
stagecoach rides, can-can 
girls, cowboy music and po-
etry, and gunfights, Aug. 4.

The gunfights had children 
clasping their hands over their 
ears.

“I never heard a gun be-
fore,” said Kyle Cox, 8, from 
Fort Riley. “It’s so freaking 
loud.”

He and his brother, Zach-
ary, 9, were there with their 
mother Yeralvin Cox. It 
was only by chance they 
happened to be there. They 

and Jessica Day, also from 
Fort Riley, had intended to 
visit the Eisenhower Mu-
seum but discovered it was 
closed.

“We saw this and decided 
to stop,” Cox said. 

Although she has been at 
Fort Riley for two years and 
Day has lived there for one, 
neither of them had made it to 
Abilene.

“The town has a lot more 
history than we anticipated,” 
Day said. 

They are making plans 
to return and explore a little 
more, they said.

In between the gunfights 
and can-can girls four cow-
boy poets and musicians took 
the stage, among them was 

Gary S. Pratt from Davis, 
Oklahoma.

Writing poems and turning 
his words into music came 
later in life for the 64-year-old 
cowboy. A real cowboy poet 
and musician should have 
walked the walk and talked 
the talk.

“In my opinion, you have 
to have done the work,” he 
said.

Pratt, who runs the ranch-
ing operation for the Chicka-
saw Nation in Oklahoma, has 
been a working cowboy since 
he was 18 — his experienc-
es provide the fodder for his 
music.

“When you do the work, 
you experience so much, 
whether it be cattle, horses, 

whatever the livestock, you 
experience things that are so 
entwined in our culture for 
the United States,” he said. 
“We were all taught Western 
expansion, Western history, 
and to go out there and live it 
every day, it’s very special.”

In 1992 he started writing 
down, in poem format, some 
of the experiences he had as a 
young cowboy.

“I have a song called Night 
Ride,” he said. “We were up 
3 o’clock in the morning, trot-
ting across the pasture to push 
some cows in, while it was 
cool. Through that experience 
came that song Night Right.”

He took the poems and 

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Gary Pratt, left, and Caleb Martin, both cowboys from 
Oklahoma, perform at Old Abilene Town’s Chisholm 
Trail Days, Aug. 4. The duo write and sing together 
when not actively working the ranches.

See BIG BOY P. 6

See COWBOY P. 6

Chapman Labor DayChapman Labor Day Burdick Labor DayBurdick Labor Day

www.history.com
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Courtesy photo
Employees of Memorial Health System in Abilene recently wore blue jeans at 
work for another Jeans Day fundraiser. Employees who make a donation of 
at least $5 are allowed to wear blue jeans on the last Friday of the month. For 
August, a donation of $305 was presented to Tori Murphy, organizer of Derrik’s 
Ride. Derrik’s Ride is an event to help in the fight against childhood cancer, which 
features a poker run, bike show, dinner, auction, and more. This year’s event, to 
be held in Old Abilene Town, is September 18th. For more information, search 
“Derrik’s Ride” on Facebook or call 785-280-3178. The Jeans Day was organized 
by the MHS Employer of Choice committee. Pictured from left are: Haley Jones, 
EOC committee member; Murphy; and Alicia Hoffman, EOC committee member.

Fundraiser dollars go to 
fighting childhood cancer

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

The Mission’s Commit-
tee of the United Methodist 
Church in Chapman made a 
donation of just over $580 to 
4:10 Irish Den Aug. 3.

“This helps us put on 
events for kids,” said Rhonda 
Nelson, Irish Den assistant 
director.

The coffee shop, youth 
center has not fully opened 
yet because equipment to 
make espresso and other spe-
cialty coffees has not arrived. 
However, the nonprofit has 
been hosting youth events us-
ing donations and out of the 
pockets of the volunteers, she 
said. 

They hold Bible studies, 
have a youth group that 
meets on Wednesdays and 
one or two special events a 
month.

“We are getting closer to 
being open to the public,” she 
said. “The equipment was 
supposed to be here a month 
ago. Every time we call they 
say, ‘Oh, that’ll be another 
two weeks.”

Regardless of where they 
are in the opening the Mis-
sion’s Committee feels the 
organization meets the pa-
rameters of who they want 
to donate to and has included 
them in a list of nonprofits to 
help throughout the year.

When it is fully open, 
Irish Den 4:10 will be a 
place youth can go after 
school and before games 
and other activities at the 
school. Many of Chapman’s 
students don’t live with-
in walking distance of the 
school, nor do they drive. 
They either miss out on a 
function or have to find a 
place in town to hang out 
until the time for the event. 

The coffee shop will also 
provide a few internships 
to give high school stu-
dents a hands-on learning 
experience.

Each year the committee 
has a garage sale fundraiser, 
all purchases are by donation. 
That money is banked into 
the missions fund. Each of 
the 12 organizations they give 
to will receive $100 from the 
missions fund.

“The only thing they are 
guaranteed is $100 but it’s the 
rest of the church members 
that give whatever they wish 
to give to,” said Linda Kruse, 
committee member.

Next month the donation 
is earmarked for Helping 
Hands, which is a fund oper-
ated by the church.

“It can be used to help in 
crisis situations,” said Connie 
Wooldridge, pastor. “We use 
it for things like if somebody 
had hospitalization or they’ve 
had a struggle at work and 
need help with their rent or 
their utilities. Most common-
ly it’s used for groceries.”

In October the donation 
will go to Operation Christ-
mas Child; November, OCC 
and adopted families; De-
cember, adopted families; 
January, Chapman Senior 
Center; February, Chap-
man Elementary School for 
medical needs; March, Elsie 
Brooks; April, Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates; 
May, Neighbor to Neighbor; 
June, Kids in Crisis; July, 
Dickinson County Food 
Bank, August, 4:10 Irish Den. 

Gail Parsons | DCNT photo
Members of Chapman’s United Methodist Church’s Mission Committee presented 
a check for $580.85 to 4:10 Irish Den Aug. 3. Pictured are, front row from left, Jean 
Gobber of the Missions Committee, Rhonda Nelson, assistant director of 4:10 Irish 
Den; back row, Linda Kruse, Mission Committee member, Connie Woodridge, UMC 
pastor, and Janet Meyer, committee member.

Missions Committee donates 
to Chapman’s 4:10 Irish Den

Pfizer & Moderna 
COVID Vaccines 

offered weekly
at Kays

Pharmacy

Kay’s Pharmacy
785-258-3703

kayspharmacy@gmail.com

2 West Main, Herington, KS 67449

Call 785.258.3703 

for details!

Ages 12-17 must be

accompanied by a parent

Ronald Lee FreedRonald Lee Freed
Dec. 29, 1948 ~ Sept. 2, 2021Dec. 29, 1948 ~ Sept. 2, 2021

Ron’s life began on 
Dec. 29, 1948, in Fair-
bury, Nebraska. He 
was the son of Alfred 
Ray and Arlie Virginia 
(Hatfield) Freed.  

Ron was a 1967 graduate of Ellis High 
School in Ellis, Kansas. He joined the 
Army in 1968 and in 1969 found himself 
in Vietnam serving our country. 

Ron continued his Army career for 17 
years until he became disabled. He was 
united in marriage to Joyce McCarty on 
Dec. 18, 1984, in Abilene. 

Ron was an avid bowler and enjoyed 
being stubborn. He was a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1281 in 
Herington. 

His greatest joy was his family which 
includes his wife Joyce of Herington; 
children Robert “Mo” (Vickie) Mowry 
of Cheney, and Robert (Dawn) Harold of 
Woodbine; grandchildren Samantha, Me-
gan, Skyler, Robert and Thomas; several 
great grandchildren and his siblings Don-
ald Freed of Great Bend, Kenneth (Jana) 
Freed of Otis, Timothy (Cherie) Freed of 
Moscow, and Phyllis Freeman of Wichita.  

Ron, age 72, passed away at home on 
Sept. 2, 2021.  He is preceded in death by 
his parents. 

His family will gather with friends 6 to 
8 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9 at Yazel-Megi 
Funeral Home, Herington.  His graveside 
funeral service will be at 2 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 10, at the Kansas Veteran’s Ceme-
tery, Fort Riley, with honors led by VFW 
1281. 

Memorial contributions in Ron’s name 
may be directed to Dickinson County 
Home Health and Hospice or VFW 1281 
in care of the funeral home. Please sign 
his online guestbook and leave a memory 
of Ron at yazelmeglifh.com. 

Darlene E. SchlesenerDarlene E. Schlesener
Aug. 30, 1936 ~ Sept. 18, 2021Aug. 30, 1936 ~ Sept. 18, 2021

Graveside funeral 
services for Darlene E. 
Schlesener, age 85, of 
Herington, will be 2 pm, 
Saturday, Sept. 18, at the 
New Basel Cemetery 
south of Abilene with 
Pastor Lindsey Brum-
mer officiating. Mrs. 
Schlesener passed away 
Wednesday Sept. 1, 
2021 at her home.

She was born Aug. 
30, 1936 near Navarre, 
Kansas the daughter of Wilson and Dena 
(Townsend) Hoffman. She graduated 
from Chapman High School in 1954 and 
on July 10, 1955 she was united in mar-
riage to Glen Schlesener in Abilene.

Darlene was a bookkeeper for several 
businesses in the Herington area and was 
the owner of an antique store. She loved 
spending time with her family especially 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

 Survivors include her loving husband 
Glen of the home, daughters Terrie Green-
emeyer of Herington, Vickie Schlesen-
er-Crocker and her husband Johnny of 
Herington, brother John Hoffman and his 
wife Janet of Abilene, grandchildren Ther-
on Greenemeyer and his wife Zoe, Dustin 
Greenemeyer, great grandchildren Isabelle 
Greenemeyer and Emma Greenemeyer.  

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents and her brothers Keith and Donald 
Hoffman.

Cremation is planned and there will be 
no visitation.  Memorial contributions 
may be made to Hospice of Dickinson 
County and may be sent in care of the 
Martin-Becker-Carlson Funeral Home, 
414 NW 3rd, Abilene, Kanas 67410.  
Condolences may be sent to the family 
at martinbeckercarlson.com.

DARLENE E. 

SCHLESENER

Special to the DCNT

Dickinson County will 
have a fall clean-up for 
rural and city residents to 
dispose of trash, free of 
charge, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sept. 27 through Oct. 
1 at the Dickinson County 
Transfer Station, 2363 Jeep 
Road.

Business waste and tires 
will not be accepted free.

Medical Waste will not be 
accepted. They will also not 
accept any wood more than 
six feet in length.

Dickinson County will not 
offer a pick-up service.

Some cities may have col-
lection sites and/or curb pick-
ups scheduled. Otherwise, 
individuals shall haul refuse 
to the transfer station.

All items must be sorted, 
prior to arrival, as follows. 

Brush Pile — Brush and 
tree limbs. NO railroad ties.

Grass and leaves — Must 
be free of trash and rocks.

Iron pile — Metal and ap-
pliances.

Batteries and oil — There 
is an area for batteries and oil.

E-Waste — There is a spe-

cial area for electronic waste.
Tires — There will be a 

charge of $2 for each car tire 
and up to $15 for each tractor 
tire. Tires on rims are accept-
ed but at a higher rate

Household trash  — will be 
dumped in the building, i.e. 
Couches, chairs, paper, lum-
ber up to 6 feet in length and 
pallets, etc.

Other than metal and 
brush, all loads must be cov-
ered. There is a $10 fee for 
the uncovered loads. Metal 
and brush loads must be tied 
down. For more information 
call 263-4780 or 263-7432.

Fall clean up scheduled 
for all county residents

People Read Small Ads...

YOU DID!
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Jan: flinthillsmediaads@gmail.com • 303.775.5901
PO Box 310 • 106 N. Broadway • Herington

www.yazelmeglifh.com
www.martinbeckercarlson.com
www.voicesofthewindpeople.com
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Thursday, Sept. 9
9 a.m. Bible Study, 

Abilene Senior Center
12:45 p.m. — Pool 

tournament, Abilene Se-
nior Center

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 
6 p.m., early bird 6:45 
p.m., regular 7 p.m. 

Friday, Sept. 10
By Appointment (785) 

823—6000 Free Hear-
ing Exams at Chamber 
Boardroom

9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 
Taste of Home, Herington

6:30 p.m. VFW Bingo 
at VFW Post 1281, 101 
E. Main, Herington; early 
bird 6:30 p.m., regular: 7 
p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 11
All day — Hope Heri-

tage Festival 
7 a.m. Farmers market,, 

1903 N. Buckeye, Abilene 
(Until mid October)

7 to 11 a.m. Farmers 
Market at Walt’s Camp-
ground, 2500 Mink Road 
(until Oct. 18)

10 a.m. 31st Annual 
Herington Hospital Foun-
dation Benefit Golf Tour-
nament.    
 
Monday, Sept. 13
9 a.m. Veterans’ coffee 

for all veterans and their 
spouses, Pin Up Cafe, 
Herington

7 p.m. Centre school 
board meeting

7 p.m. Chapman school 
board meeting

7 p.m. Rural Vista 
school board meeting

7 p.m. Solomon school 
board meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 14
9 a.m. Bible Study, 

Abilene Senior Center
10 a.m. Storytime at 

Hope Public Library
10:15 a.m. Storytime 

at Chapman library
12:45 p.m. — Pool 

tournament, Abilene Se-
nior Center

4 to 7 p.m. Farmers 
Market at Walt’s Camp-
ground, 2500 Mink 
Road (through Oct. 16)

5:30 p.m. City Com-
mission Meeting at Her-
ington City Hall, 17 N. 
Broadway

6:30 p.m. Tacos and 
Trivia Night at Kansas 
Coffee & Ice Cream, 
428 N. Marshall St., 
Chapman, KS 67431

6:30 p.m. VFW and 
Auxiliary meetings, 
Post 1281, 101 E. Main, 
Herington

Wednesday, Sept 15
Noon Tri—County 

Chamber Board meeting 
at 106 N. Broadway St., 
Herington

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
American Legion month-
ly meeting, American Le-
gion Hall, 501 Sun Lane, 
Herington

Thursday, Sept. 16
12:45 p.m. — Corn-

hole tournament, Abilene 
Senior Center

2 p.m. — Quilt Ladies 
coffee, Abilene Senior 
Center

5:45 to 8 p.m. Laundry 
Love, Highlander and 
Speedy Wash laundro-
mats, Abilene  

6 p.m. Bingo at Amer-
ican Legion, 501 Sun 
Lane, Herington; social 6 
p.m., early bird 6:45 p.m., 
regular 7 p.m. 

Tandi Reiff

9 N. Broadway 
Herington 

785-258-2252

Providing 
quality service  

to our 
community. 

Home

Auto

Farm

Business 

Medical  
Supplements  

Life & More!

tandi@smart-ins.com

St. Paul Lutheran

Church

Services: Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 Adult discussion

      Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship

Minister: Pastor Bill Neuman

114 North 8th114 North 8th

Herington KS 67449Herington KS 67449

785-258-3430785-258-3430

Email: church 0720@att.netEmail: church 0720@att.net

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Call

785-366-6186

to have your

church added!

Enterprise United 

Methodist Church

210 West South Street • Enterprise, KS 67441

785-263-8733 • enterpriseumc@eaglecom.net

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. Sunday

Worship Service 10:15 a.m. Sunday

Pastor Arnie Boyd

First Baptist Church

201 E Hawley St. Herington

9 a.m. Connection Section 

Coffee & Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for 

adults  and children

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

United Methodist Church 

210 W. South St., Enterprise

9 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Worship

First Christian Church

15 S. First St., Herington

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship

St. Paul Lutheran Church

114 N. Eighth St. Herington

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible class

11 a.m. Worship with 

communion 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church

802 E. Trapp, Herington

8:30 a.m. Worship

Worship Guide
Senior Center Menus

Friday, Sept. 10
Roast Turkey, Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy, 

Carrots and Peas, Hot 

Roll, and Fruit 

Monday, Sept. 13
Polish Sausage on 

bun, Cole Slaw, Sliced 

Tomatoes, Fresh Fruit

 • Grandparents Day • 

Ice Cream Sundaes!

Tuesday, Sept 14
Parmesan, Chicken and 

Pasta, California Blend 

Vegetables, Garlic 

Bread, Fruit

Wednesday, Sept. 15
Meat Loaf, Baked 

Potato, Green Beans, 

Wheat Roll, Mandarin 

Oranges and Pineapple

Thursday, Sept. 16
Chicken and Noodles, 

Pickled Beets, Crackers, 

Fruit and Cookies

NEWS-TIMESNEWS-TIMES
DICKINSON COUNTY

Sponsored by

Abilene Senior Center
100 N Elm St. • Abilene • (785) 263-7059

Chapman Senior Center
439 S Marshall • Chapman • 785-922-6958

Solomon Senior/Friendship Center
119 W 4th Ave • Solomon • (785) 655-9435

Friday, Sept. 10
Apricot Glazed Pork, 

Wild Rice, Broccoli & 

Cauliflower, Chocolate 
Brownie, Wheat Bread

Monday, Sept. 13
Chicken & Noodles, 

Mashed Potatoes, Corn,                       

Tropical Fruit, Dinner 

Roll

Tuesday, Sept. 14
Swedish Meatballs, 

Wild Rice, Mixed Veg-

etables, Applesauce, 

Wheat Bread

Wednesday, Sept. 15
Zesty Sausage Skillet, 

White Rice, Carrots,                  

Cherry Crisp, Wheat 

Bread

Thursday, Sept. 16
Goulash, Peas, Pineapple 

Tidbits, Garlic Bread 

Stick

 Hilltop  Community Center 
2 South A St. • Herington • 785-258-2956

Special to the DCNT

Wilsey Christian Church, 
along with the Heart of the 
Flint Hills Santa Fe Trail 
200 Committee, invite wor-
shipers and Santa Fe Trail 
lovers to be a part of cele-
brating Faith on the Trail.

The Sept. 19 service be-
gins at 11 a.m. but attend-
ees are asked to arrive be-
tween 10:20 and 10:45 for a 
ride in a horse-drawn wag-
on across the pasture on the 
original Santa Fe Trail to 
the tent site where they will 
gather beside the trail ruts 
for the service. 

Participants will sing 
popular hymns and a circuit 
riding preacher will arrive 
on his horse to begin the 
service. 

A message from the Bible 
will be given from the style 
of the times, followed by a 
catered dinne of fried chick-
en, baked beans, biscuits, 
and cookies, for a donation. 

A special music selection 
will close out the event as 
the preacher rides off to his 
next destination.

Participants are encour-
aged to dress for the era, if 
they choose. 

There will be a leader for a 
few games for the kids while 
the adults finish eating. 

The service is about 1/3 
mile south of the 1300 Road 
and Highway 56 intersec-
tion, about midway between 
Council Grove and Wilsey. 
For more information or to 
RSVP, call (785) 466-1583. 

Old-time 
worship 
service 
planned

Staff Report
 

After several months of 
decreasing, COVID-19 
numbers are on the rise in 
Dickinson County leav-
ing school districts to  
grapple with mitigation 
and balancing student 
and staff health with their 
well-being.

“The numbers are going 
up,” said John Hultgren,-
director of Public Health. 
“Some of the schools are 
better than others but larg-
er schools — Chapman 
schools, Abilene schools ob-
viously have more because 
they have more students in 
the classrooms. Herington’s 
numbers looked good, Solo-
mon’s numbers looked really 
good.”

He said while children are 
contracting COVID-19 but 
not experiencing some of the 
symptoms as the adults. 

“That has held true 
throughout COVID,” he 
said. “The younger kids 
don’t seem to get real sick.”

For the most part, the 
symptoms children have are 
similar to a common cold.

With school starting a 
few weeks ago, health offi-
cials anticipated the spike. 
Schools have made some ad-

justments in the past week to 
mitigate the increase. 

Centre
Centre School Board ap-

proved a three-part plan de-
signed to help keep children 
in school as the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to 
spread.

The board approval came 
during a special board meet-
ing Aug. 31. 

The Test to Know plan 
provides the resources to 
provide diagnostic testing for 
students, teachers and staff in 
schools or another central-
ized location in the district. 
The plan aims to provide 
rapid testing for  COVID-19, 
influenza and strep.

The Test to Stay and Learn 
plan provides the resources 
to test susceptible close con-
tacts daily during their quar-
antine period with the goal 
of keeping close contacts 
who test negative on-site and 
in-person learning. Partici-
pation in this testing strate-
gy reduces or eliminates the 
need for close contacts to 
miss in-person school after 
exposure to a case.

The Test to Stay, Play and 
Participate plan provides the 
resources to test susceptible 
close contacts daily during 

their quarantine period with 
the goal of keeping close 
contacts who test negative 
participating in extracurric-
ular activities and school 
based events. This testing 
strategy will allow close 
contacts to continue to par-
ticipate in extracurricular 
activities and school-based 
events.

Rural Vista
Rural Vista school district 

has closed the schools in 
White City and Hope until 
Sept. 13.

“Much of our student 
body has been exposed to at 
least one positive COVID-19 
case,” stated a post on the 
White City Schools Face-
book page. “ The Morris 
County Health Department 
has advised that all close 
contacts go into quarantine.”

Because that is the  stu-
dents in all grades school, 
activities, practices and sport 
competitions were canceled.

Herington
The rising COVID-19 

numbers in Dickinson Coun-
ty led Herington USD 487 
to implement a mask man-
date effective until Sept. 20. 
Masks will be required in all 
district buildings.

Schools deal with COVID-19

By Gail Parsons
DCNT News Editor

Chapman electric will run 
off generator power Oct. 12 
through 14.

Liz Berg, public works 
director, said customers will 
likely not see interruption of 
service other than a flicker 
when power goes to the gen-
erator and when it returns to 
regular service. However, city 
officials want residents to be 
prepared.

“The only outage we 
should have is if some-
thing goes wrong,” she said. 
“We’re not anticipating that 
... but for those people who 
have oxygen or if they have 
sleep apnea machines or 
need that 24/7 electricity, 
I just wanted to make sure 
they know that so they could 
work to try to find a backup 
source, just in case anything 
happened.”

While the electricity is sup-
plied by the generators Ever-
gy will replace outdated parts 
on the substation, Berg said.

“They want to make sure 
that we keep our reliability 
and don’t keep using things 

that we know are eventually 
going to fail,” she said. “The 
best way to describe it is a 
rehab of the substation. They 
are updating those parts that 
need updating to make sure 
that we stay reliable.”

Often people don’t have 
more than a month’s no-
tice that power might go off. 
During the winter even a short-
lived ice storm can wreak hav-
oc on the electric supply. 

Berg said there are ways to 
prepare and steps to take if it 
does happen, she offers the 
following tips:
• If there is an outage, 

keep freezers and re-
frigerators closed 

• Keep portable genera-
tors outside

• Do not use a gas stove or 
oven to heat the house

• Unplug electronics so, 
if there is a surge, those 
items are not affected 
or make sure they are 
plugged into a surge 
protector

• People who have med-
icine that needs refrig-
eration should have a 
backup plan to keep it 
cold.

Time to prep for 
electric outages

Event to raise money for breast cancer
Special to the DCNT

The 11th annual Im-
pact the Cure will give 
runners and walkers  
ages the opportunity 
to celebrate life and 
raise funds to help 
fight breast cancer in 
Dickinson County. 

Impact the Cure is 
a 5K Run and 2-Mile 

Fun Walk in down-
town Abilene hosted 
by Impact Sports and 
Fitness, 418 N. Broad-
way, Abilene. Pre-reg-
istration is $25 and 
includes an Impact the 
Cure long sleeve t-shirt. 
Couch Potato fee, for 
those who are unable 
to participate but wish 
to support the cause, is 

a donation of $25 and 
includes a t-shirt. 

Registration the day 
of the event is $30, 
t-shirt not guaranteed. 
Impact the Cure will 
start with an informal 
ceremony at 7:45 a.m. 
recognizing cancer 
survivors as a group. 
Survivors will receive 
a special gift 

 An awards cer-
emony will follow 
the completion of all 
events. Overall male 
and female 5K win-
ners, and 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place 5K finishers 
in each age group will 
be awarded. The fun 
walk is noncompeti-
tive and will not have 
awards. All Impact the 

Cure participants will 
be entered into a draw-
ing for prizes.

Proceeds raised 
by Impact the Cure 
will fund local breast 
health initiatives by 
providing free mam-
mograms and mam-
mography services to 
uninsured residents in 
Dickinson County and 

assisting with provid-
ing mammography 
equipment at Memo-
rial Hospital. Mam-
mograms and mam-
mography services are 
provided by Memorial 
Hospital’s Imaging 
and Radiology.

For more informa-
tion visit www.im-
pactthecure.com.

Apple Day returns with attendance limits
Special to the DCNT

Planners for Fort Ri-
ley’s Fall Apple Day 
Festival will limit atten-
dance this year.

 After a virtual Fall 
Apple Day Festival in 
2020, Fort Riley will 
host an in-person event 
this year on Sept. 25.

 However, due to 
the need for increased 
COVID mitigation ef-
forts, attendance is lim-
ited to Department of 
Defense ID cardholders. 
Masks will be required 
for everyone two years 
old and above, regard-
less of vaccination 
status. Exhibits, food 

vendors and interactive 
displays will be spread 
out on main post to fa-
cilitate social distance 
amongst attendees.

 There will be two ses-
sions of Fall Apple Day 
activities from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. and from 1 to 
4 p.m. Attendees must 
register in advance and 

pick up a wrist band for 
admittance to the festi-
val grounds. To register 
go to a www.Facebook.
com/FortRileyFallAp-
pleDay or riley.armym-
wr.com.

 Anyone may order 
an apple pie from the 
Historical and Archae-
ological Society of Fort 

Riley, whether attending 
Fall Apple Day Festi-
val or not. Apple pies, 
made according to Lib-
by Custer’s secret reci-
pe, may be ordered on-
line through Sept. 10 at 
www.fortrileyhistorical-
society.org. Pre-ordered 
pies must be picked up 
on Sept. 24.

 Activities at Fall Ap-
ple Day Festival include 
historical reenactors, 
demonstrations by the 
Commanding General’s 
Mounted Color Guard, 
weapons firing, static 
equipment displays, 
food vendors, including 
apple pie by the slice, 
and more.

www.smchapmanparish.org
www.fbcherington.org


 

By Jill Kruse, D.O.
Special to the DCNT

The kidneys may be called 
the Rodney Dangerfield of 
the body, as they often “don’t 
get no respect.” The Nation-
al Kidney Foundation esti-
mates that one in three adult 
Americans are at risk for kid-
ney disease, yet these organs 
are mostly ignored unless 
they develop stones or stop 
working. 

When healthy, kidneys 
work continuously at their 
main job of filtering blood 

to remove unwanted prod-
ucts and help produce urine. 
Kidneys clean approximately 
200 liters of blood each day 
removing up to two liters of 
toxins, waste, and water in 
the process. Perhaps less well 
known is the fact that the kid-

neys are essential for many 
other functions in the body 
as well, including managing 
blood pressure and prevent-
ing anemia. 

Kidneys release the hor-
mone renin which is part of 
the complex renin-angioten-
sin-aldosterone system, or 
RAAS, instrumental in help-
ing regulate blood pressure. 
RAAS regulates sodium and 
potassium absorption in the 
kidneys and balances fluid 
and electrolyte levels in the 
body, all of which have a di-
rect impact on blood pressure. 

When treating patients 
whose blood pressure does 
not respond to medications, 
heart doctors will examine 
RAAS function. They may 
also order an ultrasound of 
the kidneys. Sometimes this 
reveals a narrowing of the 
artery going into the kidneys 
which may be responsible for 
treatment-resistant high blood 
pressure.

Kidneys also secrete a hor-
mone called erythropoietin 
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OPINION/COMMENTARY

By Frank Buchman
DCNT Columnist

“If you don’t have your 
health you don’t have 
anything.”

The prominent saying 
goes in 
one ear 
and out 
the other 
for many. 

H o w -
ever, any-
body who 
has had 
a major 
h e a l t h 
s e t b a c k 
knows how precious every 
second is.

Money buys mansions, 
big cars, delicacy, land 
and more, but it cannot 
guarantee health. Those 
with high financial as-
sets often want more and 
more and because of their 
wealth can readily acquire 
more.

Still, all of that net worth 
despite continually amaz-
ing medical discoveries 
will not always save a life.

Several longtime ac-
quaintances have been 
stricken with physical com-
plications in recent years. 

Thanks to attentive ac-
tion with proper treatment 
and effective medicine 
most feel as having been 
cured. Yet, others who ini-
tially anticipated recovery 
have been unable to con-
quer incomprehensible 
setbacks and been taken to 
the Great Beyond.

Saturday night calls to 
five friends who have faced 
severe physical challenges 
were pleasantly answered 
with optimistic responses. 
While each situation was 
different there was a defi-
nite semblance.

One day everything 
seemed perfect as possible 
but without warning in an 
instant their world turned 
completely the opposite. 
Each was hospitalized 

some even unconscious 
with the bleakest diagno-
sis possible. 

Family and friends 
were notified with tender 
bedside handholding and 
stroking while everybody 
there and beyond partook 
in solace prayer.

Wherever whoever cred-
it should be given all have 
recovered to feel positive 
for the future of their lives 
moving forward. Serving 
as a wakeup call for each, 
there will be continued 
healing required generally 
accompanied by stringent 
essential therapy. 

Precise doctor’s orders 
must be followed despite 
often inborn resistance 
and return of personal 
feeling of forever con-
querable power.

Physical wellbeing ut-
most important, often 
overlooked is the high sig-
nificance of mental insta-
bility. With more luxuries 
than ever much due to ad-
vanced technology today’s 
population feels the high-
est level of stress ever.

How can that be? Ma-
jority of those in this 
country today compared 
to a century ago even re-
cent decades past have 
conveniences then un-
imaginable.

Considering hardships 
of forefathers it would 
seem today’s generation 
wouldn’t have any prob-
lems whatsoever. Maybe 
they don’t, but just think 
they do. 

Although certain mental 
incapacities are genetic, 
health crisis is reduced go-
ing to work with sun and 
wind as natural healers.

Reminded of Malachi 
4:2: “The sun and wind 
rise together with heal-
ing in their wings.” 

By Mark Will
DCNT Columnist

125 years ago — 1896
MEALS ON THE ‘ORDER PLAN’ 

 — are now served in the Dining Cars 
run by the Great Rock Island Route 
between Kansas City and Chicago. 
This change has been made to suit 
the convenience of the 
traveling public, and 
with the believe that 
such an arrangement 
will better suit our pa-
trons.  

All meals will be 
served a la carte, and 
at reasonable prices. 

While the system of 
serving meals has been 
changed, the travel-
er may still rely upon the excellence 
of cuisine and perfection of service 
that have earned for the Rock Island 
the reputation of maintaining the best 
Dining Car service in the world.

100 years ago — 1921
WILL HAVE 40 FOOT BRIDGE 

— A delegation of Herington citizens 
met with the county commissioners at 
Abilene Tuesday. 

The county commissioners had 
practically recommended only a 20-
foot bridge on N. Broadway. 

The Herington delegation howev-
er convinced the commissioners that 
such a bridge was inadequate, and a 
40-foot bridge will be built.  Among 
those who went to Abilene were Dr. 
W. H. Mott, B. L. Thompson, May-
or Wm. J. Scott and D. E. Lamb. The 
appropriation for the bridge improve-
ment is $8,000.

75 years ago — 1946
MRS. IDA EISENHOWER DIES 

AT ABILENE — Mrs. Ida Stover Ei-
senhower, mother of General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, died early Wednesday 
morning at her home in Abilene. Death 
came unexpectedly for the 64-year-
old lady, about 3:15 a.m. Death was 
attributed to a heart seizure. Mrs. Ei-
senhower had not been ill and had tak-
en two automobile rides Tuesday. A 
local photographer also had taken her 
picture in the afternoon on the lawn 
of her home. Private funeral services 
will be held Friday and burial will 
be in the Abilene Cemetery. Besides 
General Eisenhower, who was flying 
from Washington for the funeral, she 
is survived by three other sons, Arthur 
of Kansas City, Edgar of Tacoma, and 
Earl of Charleroi, Pa.  Mr. Eisenhower 
died in 1917.

50 years ago — 1971
WORK STARTED ON WATER 

PLANT — Men and equipment of the 
Braymen-Meinking Contractors, Inc. 
of Topeka have moved in and start-
ed work on the new municipal wa-
ter ‘plant’ which will be erected just 
south of the present municipal light 
plant.  Workmen started leveling off 
the recently acquired property of the 
city and the actual construction will 
begin probably within the next week 
to ten days.  Smoky Hill Construction 
Co., of Salina has the contract for the 
building and relocating of water lines 
and this phase of the water system im-
provements will begin later this fall or 
early winter.

Herington Historical Society & Mu-
seum, 800 S. Broadway.  Hours: 1 to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Rev. Connie D. Wooldridge 
Chapman United  
Methodist Church

I have been 
watching a drag-
onfly buzzing over 
our back lawn.  He 
is huge as dragon-
flies go and clad in 
the most beautiful 
shades of teal and 
blue. He circles 
so fast around my 
yard that I thought 
at first there were 
three of them. This 
guy doesn’t seem to have a particular 
purpose. I have been watching him 
for a long time. He is fascinating; he 
seems to be enjoying the flight with 
no particular place to go.

Another creature enters the scene; 
this one has a destination and a pur-
pose in mind.  This beautiful ru-

by-throated hummingbird zooms 
toward the nectar and I marvel that 
even as our large dog stands at atten-
tion next to the feeder, the humming-
bird is not deterred.

God’s blessings are abundant. I am 
thankful for this beautiful day and the 
opportunity to observe these beauties 
of nature. I think about my life and 
realize that perhaps each one of these 
creatures has a lesson for me. 

Hummingbird has an almost in-
satiable appetite. His work is his 
constant intake of food without 
distraction even in shadow of the 
monstrous dog just inches away. 
There are times I need to be like 
the hummingbird and be fully en-

gaged in the work of the moment. 
I can benefit from moving ever 
forward even in the face of huge 
distractions.

The dog is on full alert to her sur-
roundings. Her ears are perked, her 
nose is in the air, and she is ready 
for whatever is needed even as she 
is happily spending time with me. 
I benefit from quiet time with those 
I love even as I am alert to ways in 
which I might need to react to situa-
tions and as they arise.

Perhaps the most difficult lesson 
for me comes from the dragonfly.  
No doubt I can benefit from enjoying 
the moment with no particular desti-
nation and no particular task. It is ok 
not to fill every moment with busy-
ness and output. 

Lord, grant me courage and wis-
dom to create balance in my life.

pastorconnie@hotmail.com
(785) 922-6563 church
(785) 212-0947 cell

The dragonfly, hummingbird, and dog

CONNIE  

WOOLDRIDGE

Good health not 
taken for granted

This Day in the Herington Times
By Jan McCormick
DCNT Columnist

 75 years ago — 1946
 With their ground attack stopped cold 

after the first quarter, the 
Wamego Red Raiders 
were forced to the air lanes 
to win a 25 to 7 victory 
over the Chapman Irish 
Friday Night.

Chapman Irish had their 
season opener September 
3 against Sabetha.  Irish 
won 24 to 22.  Go Irish!

 PVT John Meyer, who 
spent a 15 day furlough in 
the home of his parents,  Dr. and Mrs. J.W. 
Meyer and family, left last Thursday to report 
for a new assignment at Camp Kilmer, New 
Jersey.

“Doc” completed college after serving in 
the Army. He married Joyce and they made 
their home in Chapman. They raised four 
children here.  His son John is a Dentist in 
Iowa. Son Mark is a medical doctor at KU 
School of Medicine and daughter Sally, is 
a nurse and lives in Manhattan.  His oldest 
daughter, Susie passed away several years 
ago.

50 years ago — 1971
A fire, of undetermined origin destroyed 

a large barn and 2500 bales of hay at the 
property of Henry Adam on 9th Street 
about 9 o’clock last Wednesday night. A 
neighbor discovered the blaze and called 
the fire department. Mr. Adam had retired 
and Mrs. Adam was not at home when the 
first broke out. The loss was partially cov-
ered by insurance.

It appears they were able to contain the fire 
to the barn and the bales of hay. The large 2 
story home is still on 9th Street and I think 
recently was for sale.  This barn was fairly 

close to houses and wooded area so the quick 
action of the department helped save other 
properties from being burned.

All boys interested in Scouting and their 
parents are invited to attend a special pro-
gram in Fellowship Hall at the United Meth-
odist Church, according to Cubmaster John 
Sanborn of Pack 48.  This special program, 
night for Cubbing, is being held throughout 
the Coronado Area Council to introduce boys 
and their parents to the Cubbing program. 

Scouting is still an active program with 
boys.  I think they still continue to meet at the 
Methodist Church.

25 years ago —  1996
The Labor Day Night Show included mu-

sical numbers by Chand Kuntz and Shane 
Paul. A surprise performance by several 
members of the international tour group “Up 
with People!” was a highlight of the evening. 
The featured concer by the JC Dixieland jazz 
band included solos by Chapman resident 
Larry Taylor on trombone and former Chap-
man High School band director Jack Moore 
on drums.

The Labor Day Night Show was always a 
fun way to top off the weekend.  For many 
years it was at the football field.  I remember 
in the earlier years that a small group from 
WIBW would come and perform and Gover-
nor Bill Avery attended once.  Sometimes the 
Night Show was held at the high school.  Lots 
of local talent as well! 

Ken and Trudy Sims of Chapman an-
nounce the birth of their son, Kade Michael. 
Kade weighed 8 lbs, 11 oz and is 20 ½ inches 
long. Welcoming Kade home is his brother, 
Kyle, 7 years of age.

Kade now lives in Colorado.  He was home 
recently visiting family.

Quote of the Week:  “Dance like nobody’s 
watching, because they are not, they are all 
checking their phones.” ~ Author unknown 

janmccormick@rocketmail.com

75 — 50 — 25 Years Ago

FRANK BUCHMAN

MARK WILL

JAN MCCORMICK

Lauren Spelts
DCNT Columnist 

H e l l o 
everyone! 
I hope you 
were able 
to have a 
nice, re-
l a x i n g , 
h o l i d a y 
weekend. 
We had a 

couple barbecues, nothing 
fancy, but we were all full 
and happy, which to me is 
the mark of a successful 
get-together. I surprisingly 
didn’t have many antics this 
weekend, I mostly behaved 
myself, which is odd for 
me. But I think my friends 
were quite pleased to not be 
getting me out of any trou-
ble and they could just kick 
back and relax for once.

Madi Becker and Halle 
Rutschman hosted the first 
broadcast on the Facebook 
page ‘The Railer Depot’ 
last Thursday. Make sure 
you tune in weekly to get 
all the updates on Railer 
Nation sports, activities, 
and events happening in the 
Herington Schools. They 
are looking for story ideas, 
so if you have any make 
sure you reach out to them!

This Saturday, September 
11, is the Hope Heritage Fes-
tival. Look in the paper for 
a list of fun events! It looks 
like it’s going to be a good 
time this year, as usual!

The Bell Estate Sale will 
be 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 
10, and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sept. 11  at 201 E. Burns 
St. in Herington. They 
hope to have something for 
everyone.
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Staff Report 

To commemorate the 
200th anniversary of the 
Santa Fe Trail, Council 
Grove is hosting multiple 
events throughout 2021. 
The signature event is 
Rendezvous at Council 
Grove Sept. 17 and 18.

The event will include 
speakers and a wagon 
show in Council Oak 
Park, which is on the 
Santa Fe Trail at 210 
East Main St. Voices of 
the Wind People, a live 
performance depicts the 
changes affected by two 
different cultures. 

As the Kaw Indians 
were being relocated and 
European American set-
tlers were beginning to 
populate Council Grove 
on the Santa Fe Trail, the 
dynamics of these two 
cultures co-existing was 
intense. 

The pageant will be 
held in the city’s new 
Neosho River amphi-
theater at 8 p.m. on both 
days. Pre-performance 
music and activities start 
around 7 p.m. 

Throughout the event 
wagons will be divided 
into three categories — 
farm, military and freight 
and speakers will talk 
about various topics relat-
ed to wagon history.

Jeff MacManus and 
Rawhide Johnson, Pres-
ident and Vice-President 
of the National Stage-
coach and Freight Wag-
on Association plan to 
attend. The NSFWA is a 
not-for-profit created to 
help detail the triumphs, 
struggles and day-to-day 
operation of these vehi-
cles within the compet-
itive, early commercial 
empires they supported. 
McManus will also give  
blacksmithing demonstra-
tions and Johnson will be 
a guest speaker.

David Sneed, a histori-
an of horse-drawn wood-
en wagons, will be a guest 
speaker and judge. Sneed 
is the founder of the 
country’s largest private 
collection of western ve-
hicle archives. 

Inside his sprawling 
files are countless origi-
nal catalogs, photographs, 

patents, promotional 
materials, and related 
ephemera. Records in his 
Wheels That Won The 
West compilation span 
nearly two centuries of 
horse-drawn vehicle man-
ufacture. 

Historian, author, and 
musician Mark Lee Gard-
ner will also be a judge 
and speak about wind-
wagons. 

Katie Gardner, the 
great-great granddaugh-
ter of Malcom Conn, 
who was at one time the 
wealthiest trader in Coun-
cil Grove, is scheduled to 
speak. Conn built a stone 
trading post along the 
Santa Fe Trail in Council 
Grove in 1858. Although 
it has been modified, the 
building still stands on 
the southeast corner of 
Neosho and West Main 
Street.

Leo Oliva, the leading 
expert on the Santa Fe 
Trail, will present a pro-
gram on the history of the 
trail. Oliva became inter-
ested in frontier military 
history during the 1959 
centennial celebration 

of the founding of Fort 
Larned KS and has been 
researching and writing 
about frontier military 
posts, western trails, and 
Indian-white relations 
ever since. 

Don Werner, of Werner 
Wagon Works, is a skilled 
wagon maker and wheel-
wright. 

He will be giving 
demonstrations on wheel-
wrighting and will also be 
a judge. Werner and his 
wife, Connie, have been 
in the wagon building 
business for 24 years. 

When Don was a little 
boy his dad farmed with 
a wagon and he would 
ride in the back listening 
to the corn hit the bang 
boards. 

From this memory 
came the desire to build 
his own wagon and from 
that desire Werner Wag-
on Works was born. They 

have products in almost 
every state, Canada, and 
Japan. Besides building 
small buckboards and 
grand stagecoaches, the 
Werners also do resto-
ration of horse drawn 
wagons. 

Don is a wheelwright 
and is able to build new 
wheels or restore old 
ones. 

Doug Hansen, owner of 
Hansen Wheel and Wagon 
Shop, will present on main-
tenance of a wagon on the 
Santa Fe Trail. He started 
Hansen Wheel and Wagon 
Shop in 1978. A craftsman 
and horseman with a back-
ground in wheelwrighting, 
blacksmithing and wain-

wrighting, Hansen has 
also done extensive re-
search and documentation 
on historic vehicles for 
museums and private col-
lectors.

This event is co-spon-
sored by the City of Coun-
cil Grove’s Santa Fe Trail 
200 Committee and the 
Kansas Historical Society. 

For more information 
on Rendezvous at Council 
Grove or to register for the 
Wagon Show go to https://
www.santafetrail200.com 
or contact Mark Brooks 
at brooks.mark.sharon@
gmail.com or mark.
brooks@ks.gov or call 
785-466-1460 or 620-
767-5410.

Rendezvous at Council Grove features wagon show, pageant

JOIN US
AVIATION ENTERTAINMENT AT ITS BEST

SEPTEMBER 17-19, 2021
$10 ADMISSION - 10 AND UNDER $5

GREATBENDAIRFEST.COM

GREAT BEND, KS

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way

$3 Round Trip  

785-258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible 

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT,

City of Herington, Fares and 

General Donations

Loads must be covered. Metal and limbs MUST be tied down. 

Uncovered  load fee - $10.

For more information call 263-4780

Brush Pile:  Brush and tree limbs. NO railroad ties.

Grass & Leaves:  MUST be free of trash and rocks.

Iron Pile: Metal and appliances.

Batteries & Oil: There is an area for batteries and oil.

E-Waste: There is a special area for electronic waste.

Tires:  Fees will be assessed by tire size and rim.

Household Trash:  Will be dumped in the building. (i.e. Couches, 

chairs, paper, lumber up to 6 feet in length and pallets, etc.)

All items MUST be sorted, PRIOR to arrival, as follows.

Dickinson County Fall Clean-Up 
Residents to dispose of trash, free of charge, at the 

Dickinson County Transfer Station, 2363 Jeep Road.

Monday, Sept. 27 - Friday, Oct. 1, 2021
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Last Load Accepted 4:45 p.m.)

Business waste and tires will NOT be accepted free.

Medical Waste will NOT be accepted.

ABSOLUTELY NO WOOD OVER 6 FOOT IN LENGTH 

WILL BE ACCEPTED.

T hank You!
I want to thank every-

one for the phone calls, 

cards, and well-wishes 

in recognition of my 

95th birthday. They 

were much appreciated.

~ Les Weller

Chapman continues long-standing celebration
Savannah DePriest | DCNT photos

Chapman celebrated its 112th Labor Day celebration Sept. 5 and 6 with events throughout town. 1. About a dozen antique tractors of varying ages and sizes were lined 
up along the railroad tracks on Old Highway 40. 2. The Luck of the Irish toy show was held at the Chapman High School Multi-purpose room. Vendors brought an assort-
ment of toys including many farm toys. 3.The Class of 1977 car show spanned down Old Highway 40, Broadway, and fifth streets. Auto enthusiasts brought a variety of 
cars and trucks to include antiques, hot rods and classics. The day’s events also included a parade, vendors downtown, a pedal pull and several games for children.

2

1

3

www.santafetrail200.com
www.kvkinc.biz
www.acetreaty.org
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YOUTH

Thanks to our spon-
sors the Dickinson 
County News-Times 
will once again offer 
a new puzzle to our 
readers each edition. 

We will rotate a dif-
ferent type of puzzle 
every week.

Week 1: Sudoku
Week 2: Crossword
Week 3: Word 

search
Week 4: Crypto-

gram
When there is a 

fifth week in the 
month that puzzle 
will be chosen at 
random.

Thursday, September 7, 2021

Legal Notice
(First Published in Dickinson County News Times on

Thursday, August 26, 2021)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, KANSAS

In The Matter of the Marriage of 

Elizabeth Walker 

and                  Case No. MGC - 21 - DM-44

Jarrode Walker

NOTICE OF SUIT

The State of Kansas to Jarrode Walker:

           You are notified that a Petition for Divorce was filed in 
the District Court of MONTGOMERY County, Kansas asking that 
the person filing the divorce be granted a divorce and asking that 
the court make other orders in that divorce matter. You must file an 
answer to the Petition for Divorce with the court and provide a copy 
to the Petitioner on or before October 4, 2021, which shall not be 
less than 41 days after first publication of the Notice of Suit, or the 
court will enter judgment against you on that Petition.
  Elizabeth Walker, Petitioner
  809 W 2nd St.
  Coffeyville, Kansas, United States 67337
  6209261837

Located east of Brady St., immediately adjacent to 

the city of Abilene, this productive farm has           
6th, 7th, 8th and 10th Streets for access.               

Tract 1: Part of the W/2 of Section 15-13-2E, 

DK County, north of RR and less tracts. 

110 Ac+/- of productive tillable next to town 
and a short distance to grain markets.  

Tract 2: Lots 8-13 of Block 2,                   

East Lawn Addition                                       
Located at 6th St. and Pecan St, this tract is 

Zoned R3 Residential, in city limits of Abilene. 
Possession of both tracts following soybean harvest.     

Taxes: Tract 1 $1,901.26, Tract 2 $10.14                            
Call or visit our website for sale bill and more info! 

 SELLER: Memorial Health System  
Ray Swearingen  -  Broker 

Cell # 785-452-8498 
 

LAND AUCTION 

Thursday, September 23, 2021 @ 7:00pm 

Where: 619 N. Rogers Arena #1,  

Large Livestock Pavilion, Abilene, KS 

Heintz earns Heintz earns 
Harding  Harding  
ScholarshipScholarship

Grant Heintz of the Fra-
grant Hilltoppers 4-H Club 
was the 2021 recipient of 
the Konley Harding Me-
m o r i a l 
S c h o l -
a r s h i p . 
G r a n t 
is 2021 
g r a d u -
ate of 
Abi lene 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 
and made 
plans to 
attend Kansas State Uni-
versity in the fall 2021, 
pursuing a career as a Seed 
Geneticist with emphasis in 
Agronomy and Plant Bio-
technology. The Konley 
Harding Memorial Schol-
arship is awarded each year 
to a graduating high school 
senior who is a current or 
former 4-H member from 
Dickinson, Marion, or Mor-
ris counties.

Fall honor roll Fall honor roll 
and dean’s listand dean’s list

EMPORIA — Empo-
ria State University con-
gratulates more than 800 

undergraduates named 
to the university honor 
roll and dean’s lists for 
spring 2021. Students 
from this area and their 
awards include:

Courtney DeWeese 
of Abilene, university 
honor roll and School of 
Business dean’s list

Colby Mohr of 
Abilene, university hon-
or roll and The Teachers 
College dean’s list

Michelle Young of 
Abilene, university hon-
or roll, School of Busi-
ness dean’s list and Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences dean’s list

Paige Howard of 
Chapman, universi-
ty honor roll and The 
Teachers College dean’s 
list

Peyton Kitchens of 
Chapman, university 
honor roll

Holly Brockmeier of 
Hope, university honor 
roll and The Teachers 
College dean’s list

Shelby Hettenbach of 
Hope, university honor 
roll

Erica Linder of Hope, 
Kansas, university hon-
or roll and The Teachers 
College dean’s list

Bailey Paden of Sol-
omon, university honor 
roll and The Teachers 
College dean’s list.

GRANT HEINTZ

Youth/School Youth/School 
briefsbriefs

BIG BOY Continued from P. 1

COWBOY Continued from P. 1

620-899-0883

6 E. Main Street, Herington

Monday - Friday

7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m. - noon

Grab your 

coffee and 

pastry here

while doing

your puzzle!

which acts on bone marrow 
to help the body produce red 
blood cells. Without this hor-
mone, people can develop 
anemia. 

Vitamin D is converted to 
its active form by the kid-
neys allowing the body to use 
the vitamin to its advantage. 
Thanks to the kidneys, vita-
min D helps balance calcium 
and phosphorus absorbed 
from the foods we eat. With-

out enough calcium, people 
can develop weakening of the 
bones and muscles. 

Kidneys complete these 
and many other functions 
so efficiently that a healthy 
person can donate one and 
the remaining kidney will do 
the work of two. They work 
hard to help us, so let’s do our 
fair share to help them. If you 
have diabetes, work to con-
trol it as best you can because 

high blood sugars can dam-
age your kidneys. And one 
thing all of us can do for our 
kidneys is to stay hydrated.

There is no doubt that kid-
neys deserve more respect. 
Talk to your doctor about 
blood tests or urine tests to 
check your kidney’s health 
and functionality. Kidneys…
let’s show them some respect!

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part 
of The Prairie Doc® team 

of physicians and currently 
practices family medicine in 
Brookings, South Dakota. 
Follow The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org and on 
Facebook featuring On Call 
with the Prairie Doc® a med-
ical Q&A show celebrating 
its twentieth season of truth-
ful, tested, and timely medical 
information streaming live on 
Facebook most Thursdays at 
7 p.m. central.                     

DOC Continued from P. 4

Single copies of

Chapman
Casey’s General Store

Chapman Food Mart

Dollar General

Kansas Coffee & Ice 

Cream

Hope

The End Zone

Abilene

West’s Country Mart

Zey’s Market

Herington
A Taste of Home

AMPRIDE

Barnes Heartland Foods

Dickinson County   

News-Times

Dollar General

First Impressions   

Beauty Salon

Kay’s Pharmacy

Ralph & Izzy’s Coffee Shop

The Spot

Uncle Bob’s Bowling and 

Pinup Café

106 N Broadway, Herington, KS106 N Broadway, Herington, KS

785.366-6186 • office@dickinsonnewstimes.com785.366-6186 • office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Only
$

1 each

NOW LEASING
1100 N. Broadway St. Herington, KS

HOMESTEAD VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS

For more information contact Mgr. Lori Dornbusch
(785)258-2956 • Lori.Hilltop@yahoo.com

• 1 and 2 bedroom units
• Laundry hookups
• Snow removal & lawn care
• All utilities included plus cable

• Appliances furnished
• Single detached garage
• Pet with pet deposit
• Clubhouse on site

He had learned about it from 
coworkers at Hodgdon Pow-
der who are train aficionados.

“They gave us a little bit 
of history — that it was sta-
tioned in Casper, Wyoming ... 
and they’re traveling across 
the plains and the best place 
to see it would be here at 
Abilene depot,” he said. 

Aidan and Declan said 
they thought the train was 
cool.

“You don’t get to see 
trains like that very often,” 
Aidan said. 

His brother agreed and 
said it was the first time he 
had ever seen a steam en-
gine or any train up close.

At about 5:30 p.m. just 
as rain started falling and 
with lightening streaking 
across the sky, Big Boy’s 
whistle sounded giving 
people a chance to get 

off the tracks as it start-
ed a slow departure from 
Abilene.

Big Boy 4014 was one of 
25 steam engines built for 
the Union Pacific Railroad, 
the first of which was de-
livered in 1941. 

The locomotives were 
132 feet long and weighed 
1.2 million pounds. Be-
cause of their great length, 
the frames of the Big Boys 

were “hinged,” or articu-
lated, to allow them to ne-
gotiate curves, according 
to https://www.up.com/
heritage/steam/4014/.

This train is also one of  
seven on public display 
around the country

Big Boy No. 4014 was 
in service from December 
1941 to December 1961, 
having traveled 1,031,205 
miles in its 20 years. 

started putting them to mu-
sic. Long before this cow-
boy career, Pratt had started 
playing an acoustic guitar 
when his parents gave him 
one — a gift he appreciates 
to this day.

“Mom and Dad didn’t 
have much money,” he 
said. “No one did when I 
was a kid — Dad, I know 
what he made. He worked 
hard and for them to (when 
I was) 12 years old for 
them to spend $150 on a 
guitar for me was some-
thing very, very special.”

His parents knew his love 
for music and encouraged 
him but no one ever thought 
he would someday be travel-
ling and performing on stage.

It probably wouldn’t have 
happened had he not been laid 
off from a job. At the time he 
had about 12 songs; a friend 
who had a studio helped him 
put them onto a CD. The CD 
made its rounds and he was 
invited to perform in Law-
rence in 2003.

“That was my very first 
gig,” he said. “From that gig 
came Purina Mills. I’ll never 

forget meeting Ernie Rodi-
na. Ernie was the district rep 
for Purina Mills and I got up 
on stage and I was scared to 
death.”

After his 30-minute set, Ro-
dina approached him and said 
Purina Mills was looking for 
a cowboy singer and asked if 
he was interested. That year 
he started touring all over 
Kansas, Southern Nebraska, 
and Western Missouri.

“Losing a job inspired me,” 
he said. “I prayed. I prayed 
and it was like this light was 
going off, ‘Gary you’ve got 

to do something with your 
music.”

It may have been a late-start 
in life when he got onto the 
path of becoming a performer 
but he said it’s rewarding.

“I love doing small venues, 
it’s so personal,” he said. “I’ve 
been in some arenas and seen 
me up on big-screen TVs but 
this [Chisholm Trail Days] is 
the type of stuff I love to do.

Five years after he start-
ed performing his talents 
were validated when he won 
the 2008 Western Heritage 
Award.

www.prairiedoc.org
https://www.up.com
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOBILE

SERVICES

CHURCH

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Sunday Mass 9 a.m.

Fr. Peter O’Donnell

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life

Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Robert L.Robert L.
Novak, DVMNovak, DVM
785-983-4803785-983-4803
Lost SpringsLost Springs

CARING CARING 
for Your Petsfor Your Pets
Like FamilyLike Family

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large 

Animal Veterinary Care for

the Tri-County Area

Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

MEAT

PROCESSING

Burdick Meat

Market and Locker
• Meat Processing &  

   Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail  

      Meat

416 Main St,416 Main St,

BurdickBurdick

785.983.4818785.983.4818  

ELECTRICIANS

Heath DirksHeath Dirks
OwnerOwner

Dirks Electric  LLCDirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.comheathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205620-877-0205
Master ElectricianMaster Electrician

3449 Falcon3449 Falcon
Tampa, KSTampa, KS

Residential CommercialResidential Commercial
AgriculturalAgricultural

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410
www.harriscropinsurance.com

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 or
Toll Free 888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated 
crop insurance agency serving 

central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Bonny HicksAdministrator: Bonny Hicks
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

HEALTH

Adam Bowen, DDS
Karma Weeden, DDS

4 West Main • Herington
OFFICE:

785-258-2922
Open Tuesday,

Wednesday & Thursday

BOWEN FAMILY
DENTISTRY

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive,
Enterprise

785-263-8278
Fax: 785-263-8954
eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice
for the Best Care”

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is
important to us!

For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe

appointment!

EATERIES

620-899-0883 • 6 E. Main St., Herington

Proudly serving: Kansas City 
Roasterie Brand Espresso 
and Coffee.

Also featuring fruit smoothies, 
tea; including Chai tea

Homemade from scratch 
muffins, scones, cookies, 
puff pastries, and more

Saturday-cinnamon rolls

M-F 7 am - 2 pm • Sat. 7 am - 12

Call 785-366-6186 or Email flinthillsmediaads@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

edwardjones.com

Nicole Printz 
Financial Advisor

514 N Eisenhower Dr 
Junction City, KS 66441-3214 
785-762-4440

VETERINARY

FINANCIAL

SERVICES

HVAC INSURANCE

SEASONAL

785-258-3355
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Home comfort you 
can depend on

You can count on Heil® Air 

Conditioning systems for high 

efficiency Air Conditioning and 
reliable performance, backed 

by outstanding warranties.

Serving the 

Tri-County Area Since 1984

Lawncare and
Landscape
Family-owned businessFamily-owned business

serving Dickinson Countyserving Dickinson County

Offering mowing, pruning, Offering mowing, pruning, 
landscape design, installation, landscape design, installation, 

and repairand repair

Check us out on FB!Check us out on FB!

785.366.6239

DITTMAN
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & 

Replacement 

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main112 North Main

Hope, KSHope, KS

785-366-7225785-366-7225

FaxFax

785-366-7333785-366-7333

dan.1.cookdan.1.cook@@ampf.comampf.com STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Tues & Thurs

9:30 am - 4 pm
Sat 9 am - 12 pm
220 W Walnut St.,
Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70,

exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd.

Chapman

785-922-6203

chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Quadruple CutQuadruple Cut

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Tree TrimmingTree Trimming
Complete Tree ExtractionComplete Tree Extraction
Storm CleanupStorm Cleanup

785-366-6782785-366-6782
Fully Licensed and InsuredFully Licensed and Insured

Kirk Mefford - Kirk Mefford - 

Tree CuttingTree Cutting
12 years tree cutting experience12 years tree cutting experience

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for

free estimates at

785-477-2868

10+ years experience

Help Wanted
Assistant Cook

Abilene Senior Center

100 N Elm St. Monday-Fri-

day, 6 hrs/day. Benefits are 
sick leave, holidays, paid 

vacation. Send resume to ro-

sel@ncfhaaa.com. Call 785-

263-7059 or 1-800-432-2703 

for information. EOE/AA

Misc.

It’s that time again! The 

annual US HWY 36 Treasure 

hunt is HERE. Get your ga-

rage on the map today. Check 

out the website at: www.ush 

wy36.com to see how to reg-

ister in your county or to get 

a look at the maps! The trea-

sure hunt will be September 

17th - 19th. For more infor-

mation check at the website 

above, email uswhy36@

gmail.com or call 641-425-

8143. 

Misc.

LONG DISTANCE 

MOVING: Call today for a 

FREE QUOTE from Amer-

ica’s Most Trusted Interstate 

Movers. Let us take the stress 

out of moving!  Speak to a 

Relocation Specialist, call 

888-788-0471

Misc.

Never Pay For Covered 

Home Repairs Again! 

Complete Care Home War-

ranty COVERS ALL MA-

JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-

PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 

FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 

FREE Months! 844-237-

1432

Misc.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds 

& Shades. FREE in-home 

estimates make it convenient 

to shop from home. Profes-

sional installation.  Top qual-

ity - Made in the USA.  Call 

for free consultation:  844-

740-0117. Ask about our spe-

cials!

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UP-

DATES in as little as ONE 

DAY! Affordable prices - No 

payments for 18 months!  

Lifetime warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available.  

Call: 844-980-0025 

Misc.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 

OR MORE ON YOUR 

TAXES? Stop wage & bank 

levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 

resolve tax debt FAST. Call 

855-462-2769

Misc.

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY. Receive 

maximum value of write off 

for your taxes.  Running or 

not!  All conditions accepted.  

Free pickup.  Call for details. 

844-268-9386

Misc.

BEST SATELLITE TV 

with 2 Year Price Guar-

antee! $59.99/mo with 190 

channels and 3 months free 

premium movie channels! 

Free next day installation! 

Call 316-223-4415

Misc.

Lowest Prices on Health 

Insurance. We have the best 

rates from top companies! 

Call Now! 855-656-6792.

Misc.

ATTENTION MEDI-

CARE RECIPIENTS!  

Save your money on your 

Medicare supplement plan. 

FREE QUOTES from top 

providers. Excellent cover-

age. Call for a no obligation 

quote to see how much you 

can save! 855-587-1299

Misc.

BATHROOM RENOVA-

TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 

updates! We specialize in 

safe bathing. Grab bars, no 

slip flooring & seated show-

ers.  Call for a free in-home 

consultation:  855-382-1221

Misc.

Medical Billing & Cod-

ing Training. New Students 

Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 

online courses. Financial Aid 

Available for those who qual-

ify.  Call 888-918-9985

Misc.

Recently diagnosed with 

LUNG CANCER and 60+ 

years old? Call now! You 

and your family may be en-

titled to a SIGNIFICANT 

CASH AWARD. Call 866-

327-2721 today. Free Con-

sultation. No Risk.

Misc.

NEW AUTHORS WANT-

ED! Page Publishing will help 

you self-publish your own 

book. FREE author submis-

sion kit!  Limited offer!  Why 

wait?  Call now: 855-939-2090

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
of Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-SM-A (11-20)

in Hillsboro
is hiring!

Salem Home
704 S. Ash, Hillsboro, KS 67063 • 620-947-1479

Apply in person or obtain an application from

Salemhomeks.org. Fax application to Julie at 620-947-1465

or email jgrill@salemhomeks.org.

PRN/FT LPN or RN Days

FT C.N.A.

PT CMA Evening

Interested in becoming a CNA?
Salem Home offers tuition assistance and on-site 

clinicals. Interested individuals may obtain an 
application at  Salem Home. 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Want a placeWant a place
in our directory?in our directory?
Call or E-mail usCall or E-mail us
for more details.for more details.

785-366-6186785-366-6186

oror
Email flinthillsmediaads@gmail.comEmail flinthillsmediaads@gmail.com

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224
kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical
Licensed

Bonded • Insured

VETERINARY

A Clinic for Your
Pets and Livestock!

781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary 
care available.

City of Chapman
Will experience a planned

electrical outage

           will be conducting a rehab of our 

substation during this time. We will run our 

generators during this time to supply the city 

with power. However, there is a possibility of 

complete outages during this time. Please be 

prepared. For any questions or concerns please 

email Liz Berg at lizberg@chapmanks.com.

Tuesday, October 12 at 8 a.m.
- Thursday, October 14 at 5 p.m.

Classified

www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.workforgpm.com
www.smchapmanparish.org
www.salemhomeks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
www.edwardjones.com
www.kvkinc.biz
www.stevecrichton.com


 

By Frank J. Buchman
DCNT Contributor

Old Bloodlines Important 
For Producing Today’s Top 
Performance quarter horses

By Frank J. Buchman
“That horse is too old fash-

ioned. It takes modern blood-
lines and type to be suc-
cessful in the quarter horse 
business today.”

Many times new enthusi-
asts to quarter horse owner-
ship and exhibiting made that 
comment four decades ago.

To an extent, they were 
correct. Horses with ped-
igrees different than what 
many breeders had been pro-
ducing were the show ring 
winners and sale toppers. 

They looked different and 
performed more exclusively 
to unique precision without 
names of foundation horses 
in their lineage.

Time has again turned the 
table. 

“What was old is new 
again,” according to increas-
ing number of breeders today 
producing highest-priced, 
demanded, well-conformed 
athletic quarter horses

In the ’50s and ’60s, it was 
typical for a quarter horse 
showing morning halter and 
afternoon rail pleasure-type 
competitions. Then back 
home in the evening round-
ing up cattle. 

 As shows became more 
discipline-specific, it was 
advantageous to have a spe-
cialized quarter horse that 
performed its show-particu-
lar job better.

However, that also had 
drawbacks. In some cases, 
bones and joints became 
more fragile, hoof sizes 
shrank and dispositions be-
came temperamental.

Now, a number of quarter 
horse breeders are looking 
back to the tried-and-true 
traits of older bloodlines for 
today’s horses. 

Deborah Skow, Horizon 
Quarter Horses, Keenesburg, 

Colorado, and John Ander-
son, Willow Creek Quarter 
Horses, Plainview, Nebras-
ka, are among them

“When horsemen were es-
tablishing the quarter horse 
registry, they wanted to sep-
arate it from other breeds of 
horses,” Skow said. “They 
wanted an all-around horse 
that could do everything.”

The industry moved away 
from that to specialization. 
“However, the breed’s origi-
nal focus is again our breed-
ing objective,” Skow insist-
ed. “We want that versatile, 
all-around athlete with a 
good disposition.” 

Anderson’s breeding pro-
gram focuses on producing a 
horse that can work. 

“We run a 15,000-head 
feedlot and an 800-head 
cow ranch. Our main focus 
is a true cow horse” he said. 
“Many of today’s cutting and 

reining horses are not true 
working outfit-type horses.” 

Unlike many ranches, 
four-wheelers are not used in 
Anderson’s operation. 

“We have 12 to 14 geld-
ings saddled every day to 
check pens and drive cows,” 
he said. “We need a horse 
from 14.3 to 15 hands, be-
cause a smaller horse has 
problems in ranch country.”

Both Skow and Anderson 
have foundation-type stal-
lions and broodmares in their 
breeding programs.

 “We are pretty picky 
about what we like,” Skow 
said. “We will usually sit 
down and go carefully over 
what was produced the pre-
vious year.”

Eleven stallions used in the 
Horizon Quarter Horse pro-
gram are mostly Poco Bueno 
or Doc Bar bred. 

“Certain mares have a bet-

ter mix on one stallion than 
another,” Skow said. “We are 
always looking to better our 
horses, I like to look at the 
individual and consider if I 
need to breed more bone or 
foot. Then, I might select one 
of our foundation horses to 
breed to a more modern-bred 
horse.” 

 Willow Creek Quarter 
Horses produce colts to be 
consistent. 

“We don’t want to be all 
over the board in our breed-
ing program,” Anderson 
said. “When somebody sees 
one of our geldings that’s 
what we expect all of our 
horses to look like.” 

Those horses have a sound 
mind and athletic ability.  

“Good disposition is first 
priority for us,” Anderson 
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HERINGTON — The 
Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment has 
prepared a proposed Kan-
sas Water Pollution Control 
Permit for Flint Hills Pork, 
formerly Prairie Haven Pork 
1374 S 2800 Rd

According to KDHE this 
is an existing but proposed 
modified permit for the op-
eration and construction/
modification of a confined 
feeding facility for 25,224 
head of swine. The proposed 
facility will consist of a max-
imum capacity of 13,764 
swine more than 55 pounds, 
which is an expansion of 
6,84 head; and 23,140 that 
are 55 pounds or less, which 
is an increase of 19,140.

Tim Schwartz, manager 
of farrowing operations, said 
the permit is required when 
a facility changes hands,  
which he anticipates to hap-
pen within the next month.  

The number of head on 
the permit is determined by 
the highest amount they can 
house, which is not neces-
sarily how many they plan 
to have.

“For us to be in com-
pliance we want to make 
sure that we will never ex-
ceed the numbers that we 
think we will have there,” 
Schwartz said. “I’m going 
to be more on the con-
servative side —  even if 
my sow inventory would 
likely never get higher 
than 9,500, I’m still gonna 
permit for a few more ani-
mals to make sure I wiggle 
room so I can live within 
the permit. We make sure 
that we’re never going to 
go over what we asked for 
in the permit. The reality is 
that the majority of the ex-
pansion in this permit en-
compasses animals in the 
55 pounds or less category, 
which are baby pigs and on 
average weigh about seven 
pounds.”

The permit request also 
covers facility modifications 
including the removal of 
eight buildings and the con-
struction of three new ones.

“We’re removing like the 
finishing barns,” he said. 
“Then we’re building a … 
gilt developer barn. The 
breeding stock ... they will 
be raised in one barn and 
there’ll be a farrowing barn 
where they give birth. There 
will also be a breeding gesta-
tion barn.”

They also plan to repur-
pose the two existing nurs-
ery facilities. One of them 
will become a nursery for 
the piglets to go into when 
they are weaned off the 
sow. From there they’ll be 
shipped off two or three 
times a week.

“Part of the permit — 
when we look at the num-
bers we say, ‘That’s a lot of 
pigs,’ and it is a lot of pigs 
but when we look at how 
to allocate the pigs to every 
spot in the we want to be 
conservative,” he said.

If every barn and every 
room was completely full all 
the time, this is the maximum 
number they could fit in there.

“In essence, you’re nev-
er going to have that many 
given how the farrowing 
cycle works from a practical 
standpoint,” he said.

Before they can move 
forward they need the per-
mit approved. By state law 
the public has the right to 
request a hearing on the per-
mit. If there is sufficient pub-
lic interest a public hearing 
on the proposed permit has 
been scheduled for 5 p.m. 
Sept. 29 via zoom.

People may request a vir-
tual public hearing. Those 
who wish to do so need to 
write the basis for the request 
and send it to Section Chief, 
Livestock Waste Manage-
ment Section, KDHE BEFS, 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 
430, Topeka, KS 66612-
1367. It needs to be received 
no later than noon Sept. 27.

It’s your future. Let’s protect it.®

Auto  |  Home  |  Life  |  Annuities  |  Business  |  Farm & Ranch

Matt Machin, Agent
2 E Main, Herington, KS
785.258.3098
matt.machin@fbfs.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,+* Western Agricultural
Insurance Company,+* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates. *Company providers
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Changes sought 
for swine facility

Old bloodlines important for 
producing top quarter horses

Courtesy photo
Driftwood, a 1932 bay colt, still can still have a positive influence on modern 
quarter horse bloodlines. 

Bruce Shultz
Vice-President National  
Farmers Organization 

I find that 
most people to-
day have very 
little connection 
to farming or 
ranching.  When 
I grew up in the 
late 1960s and 
1970s, there 
seemed to be a 
general sense 
that most people knew where their 
food came from. In my youth in 
suburban Connecticut, there was 
agriculture all around the area.  

In the summer on Sundays, 
my family would drive to Jones’ 
farm one town away from us. 
My mom would buy whatever 
vegetables were in season and I 
would run around the farm with 
the Jones’ kids chasing chickens 
and climbing all over the barn.  
There were truck farms all over 

the area. Today those farms are 
housing developments.

Back in 1971, there was a small 
fluid milk plant in our town, 
Brock Hall. They would deliver 
milk every week to our door. We 
had an insulated metal box on the 
porch which fit four brown glass 
gallon containers.  But that was 
yesterday. 

Today it seems people have the 
idea that food comes from the 
grocery store and not a family 
farm.  I looked up what has hap-
pened in the Connecticut dairy 
industry since I was a kid.  

In 1975 there were 817 dairy 
farms in Connecticut, by 2018 
there were barely one hundred re-
maining.  There is no doubt that 
people’s food is coming from big-
ger farms further away.  

Here are a few numbers to 
consider. In 2017, the Census of 
Agriculture found only 32,000 
herds that sold milk and had 
fewer than 200 cows. Since that 
time, we have lost another 8,500 

licensed dairies during those 
three years. In fact, we are on 
track to see farms of this type 
disappear completely in the next 
several years.

Research shows that smaller 
dairies, family owned and operat-
ed, are best for rural economies. 
And, their balance of feed and 
manure production is best for the 
environment. It’s important to 
remember in these unpredictable 
times, to not forget the contribu-
tion these smaller, geographically 
dispersed, dairy farms make to 
our nation’s food security.

If nothing is done, we will con-
tinue the present path to a dairy 
economy in which a handful of 
very large operations produce 
virtually all of the nation’s milk. 
The numbers are frightening. It 
takes just over nine million cows 
to meet the country’s dairy needs. 
At 10,000 cows per operation, 
that translates to only 900 dairy 
farms. Is this really where we 
want to go? 

To put things bluntly, the end of 
family dairy farming as we know 
it is not that far away. This is a 
tragedy that must be avoided at 
all costs.

I believe we owe rural America 
our best efforts to save and revi-
talize the prospects for smaller, 
family owned and operated, dairy 
farms. But we must act now and 
we must act effectively. 

One area to consider on the 
road to making things better is to 
alter the Federal Milk Marketing 
Orders. Significant changes in the 
system are needed if family farm-
ing is to continue to be part of the 
American dairy industry.  

For those of you unfamiliar, the 
objectives of a Federal Milk Mar-
keting Order are:
• Promote orderly marketing 

conditions
• Improve the income situa-

tion of farmers
• Supervise the trade of milk 

so bargaining power among 
buyers and sellers is balanced

• Assure adequate supplies of 
milk

The concerns with FMMO re-
form generally fall into two cat-
egories. In the first, change is 
necessary in the way proposed 
federal order reforms are ap-
proved. Some dairy producers as 
well as dairy organizations would 
like to see a clear policy of one 
farmer, one vote instead of the 
bloc voting system used now.

In the second category, the 
establishment of a single, na-
tional FMMO would replace 
the patchwork system we now 
have. The dairy industry has 
changed so much since the orig-
inal Orders were established 
that only a national system can 
best serve all participants in the 
dairy industry.

Let’s get on the road to reform 
and reconnect consumers with their 
farmers. It could go a long way in 
helping revitalize rural America. 
http://www.nationalfarmers.com
bshultz@nfo.org

Small family dairy farms are in risk of disappearing

See HORSE P. 10

Special to the DCNT

The U.S. and world 
wheat markets are seeing 
the tightest ending stocks-
to-use ratios in nearly a 
decade — two driving fac-
tors behind higher average 
wheat prices. 

Kansas producers should 
keep a close eye on the fac-
tors behind these trends as 
they enter fall planting, ac-

cording to Daniel O’Brien, 
K-State extension agricul-
tural economist. 

O’Brien detailed the out-
look for the grain market 
for 2021-2022 during the 
2021 Risk and Profit Con-
ference. The 2021 Risk and 
Profit Conference is Kansas 
State University’s annual 
meeting to cover the latest 
research from the K-State 
Department of Agricultural 

Economics and hot topics 
for Kansas producers. This 
year’s in-person confer-
ence took place August 19 
and 20, followed the next 
week by an online series of 
presentations the following 
week. 

The stocks-to-use ratio 
helps measure the inter-
relationship between the 
supply and demand of a 
commodity. The ratio mea-

sures a commodity’s avail-
able stocks as a share of 
the commodity’s use (both 
domestic and exports) for 
a marketing year. When 
supply is tight compared to 
demand, the ratio is low-
er — referred to as tighter 
— indicating prices should 
rise. In contrast, ample sup-
plies compared to demand 
increase the ratio, indicat-
ing prices should be lower. 

For wheat, the U.S. mar-
ket has the tightest end-
ing stocks-to-use since the 
2013-2014 marketing year 
at 30.45 percent, driven 
by decreased production 
this year. Similarly, the 
world wheat market ending 
stocks-to-use is 21.5 per-
cent, the tightest since the 
2007-2008 marketing year. 

Watch two factors when forecasting 2021 wheat prices

Dan Cook
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Abilene, Kansas 

Saturday, October 9, 2021 
Impact the Cure is an annual fundraiser that helps to provide free mammography   

services for uninsured residents in Dickinson County. 

Schedule 
This schedule will be followed rain or shine. No refunds. 

7:00 a.m. • Registration at Impact Sports & Fitness 

7:50 a.m. • Survivor Recognition 

8:00 a.m. • 5K Road Race 

8:05 a.m. • 2 Mile Fun Walk 

9:15 a.m. • Awards 

Entry Fee 
Pre-registration is $25 per event. Entry 

fee includes long-sleeve t-shirt. Race 

day entry fee is $30. Couch Potato fee 

is $25 (unable to participate, but       

registering for a t-shirt and supporting   

a good cause). Packets can be picked 

up at Impact  Sports & Fitness on   

Race Day starting at 7:00 a.m. or on 

October 8, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

www.impactthecure.com 
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Burdick parade featured all forms of transportation

Anna Kristek | DCNT photos
The theme for the 2021 Burdick Labor Day parade was Sunny Days on the 
Santa Fe Trail and it featured multiple forms of transportation including 1. a 
gator-drawn buggy carrying Bruce and Alona Hedstrom, the grand marshals; 
2. a carriage drawn by an unidentified breed of horse; 3. and real horses. 
There were also several 4. tractors and 5. four-wheelers — large, small, old 
and new. 6. And a handmade train to give children rides.

2

4

6
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3
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Both ratios correlate with 
higher average wheat farm 
prices, but the question re-
mains if prices will stay 
high throughout the 2021-
2022 growing season. 

O’Brien guided farmers 
to watch the release of the 
World Agricultural Sup-
ply and Demand Estimates 
(WASDE) report from the 
World Agricultural Out-
look Board (WAOB). This 
monthly report will likely 
bring grain market volatili-
ty as data is gathered about 
further 2021 crop production 
declines — both decreased 
yields and abandoned acres 
— from U.S. corn, soybean 
and hard red spring (HRS) in 
the northern states. Depend-
ing on the degree of the crop 
decline, the details in this 
report could be supportive 
to bullish. Keep up with the 
report and find all reporting 
dates at https://www.usda.
gov/oce/commodity/wasde. 

O’Brien said there is 
support from strong new 
crop futures and prospects 
for hard red winter (HRW) 
planting this fall, but there 
is strong competition for 
acreage from other crops. 
Still, soil moisture will 
likely be the key factor in 
which crop producers plant 
where, especially given the 
emergence of a La Niña 
weather pattern that could 
cause even drier conditions. 

Ultimately, O’Brien said 
the risk of wheat futures, 
along with corn and soy-
bean futures, is less likely 
to fall sharply this fall due 
to tight beginning stocks. 
However, if crop prospects 
— both in the United States 
and abroad — become ok-
to-good in 2022, prices will 
likely start to slide by late 
spring or early summer. 
Grain markets might also 
start to discount the risk of 
short crops in 2022. 

In addition to discussing 
the grain market outlook and 
international markets, K-State 
economists at the 2021 Risk 
and Profit Conference also 
covered a wide range of pro-
duction practices, income 
tax changes, new web tools, 
the outlook for cash rents, 
conservation practices, em-
ployee management and crop 
and livestock reporting. The 
conference also included ses-
sions on other relevant factors 
affecting Kansas producers, 
including economic viability 
for rural communities, trends 
in nontraditional lending, car-
bon credit markets and post-
COVID-19 impacts on the 
beef industry. 

Find the entire set of pre-
sentations online at https://
agmanager.info/events/
risk-and-profit-conference/
previous-conference-pro-
ceedings/2021-risk-and-prof-
it-conference. 

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
www.impactthecure.com
www.agmanager.info/events
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said. “I feel like some of the 
older bloodlines are more in-
clined to that.”

Disposition is of high im-
portance for Skow too. 

“We started out with 
some halter horses. 25 
years ago,” she said. “But 
that wasn’t going to serve 
the interests we had. We’re 
selling mostly to an all-
around market. We need 
horses that are going to be 
something our customers 
enjoy.” 

Conformation of early-day 
quarter horses appeals more 
to these breeders.

“They were big, bull-
dog-type horses with lots 
of muscle, plenty of bone 
and good feet,” Skow said. 
“A lot of modern lines are 
more refined with intent 
for speed which has led 
to health and soundness 
issues. Foundation hors-
es can provide more solid 
bone and mass.” 

Time-tested genetic posi-
tives work well with certain 
bloodlines to fill in genetic 
weaknesses. Yet all foun-
dation bloodlines are not 
equal. 

“I think the word foun-
dation has been over gen-
eralized and used a bit too 
loosely,” Anderson said. 

“There are some founda-
tion bloodlines that needed 
a real cowboy to ride them. 
Most of today’s horse own-
ers really can’t be consid-
ered working cowboys who 
have that ability.”

The breeders incorporate 
some line breeding into 
their programs. A horse is 
line bred or the product of 
line breeding when it has a 
common ancestor outside 
the fourth generation. The-
ories of line breeding can 
be very involved.

“While he was an out-
standing cutter in his time, 
I don’t think Poco Bueno 
could compete well today,” 
Skow said. “We keep Poco 
Bueno stallions for breed-
ing to some bloodlines of 
today. This gives us the best 
of both worlds and produc-
es an exceptional horse.” 

Willow Creek doesn’t 
over emphasize the founda-
tion blood 

“We have a lot of Drift-
wood in our horses but we 
never tout the percentage,” 
Anderson said. “We like 
Driftwood, but we think to 
get caught up in single-trait 
selection lowers the bar on 
a breeding program.  We 
always intend to make the 
horses we produce better.”
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