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Centre student wins 
state poster contest

The 2020 Kansas Arbor Day poster contest state winner was Anna Godinez 
Vinduska from the Centre Schools at Lost Springs. She stands near a tree 
planted in her honor on the school grounds. She’s holding a framed copy of her 
poster that will be displayed at the school. She was honored during a special 
outdoor ceremony at the school last Tuesday.          (Susan Mueller/News-Times)

By: Susan Mueller
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
LOST SPRINGS — Anna Godinez 

Vinduska was honored as the state 
winner of the Kansas Arbor Day 
poster contest during a special cer-
emony last Tuesday at the Centre 
Schools. 

As a fifth grader last year, she cre-
ated a poster using the theme “We 
all need Kansas trees for resilient 
ecosystems.” She was encouraged 
to enter the contest by the school’s 
gifted instructor Clare Galle. Howev-
er, all the research and artwork were 
done on her own time.

Godinez Vinduska was chosen 
as the state winner last spring but 
due to Covid-19, presentation of the 
honor had to be delayed. Normally, 
the winner meets the governor in a 
statewide ceremony but with school 
shutdowns, that failed to happen. 

Staff members at Centre High 
wanted to honor Godinez Vinduska’s 
achievement. She received a framed 
certificate from the Kansas Arbor 
Day Poster Contest committee, 

signed by the event coordinator Kim 
Bomberger and the state forester Ja-
son Hartman. 

In addition to the certificate, her 
poster was framed and will be hung 
at the school, in addition to one she 
will take home. She received a  back-
pack with Arbor Day “goodies.” Two 
books “Wise Trees” and “Manual of 
Woody Landscape Plants” also were 
donated to the school library.  A 
Sargent Crab Tree was planted on 
school grounds in her honor. It will 
have a plaque listing the significance. 
All of her classmates also received a 
tree to take home to plant. 

Superintendent of Schools Susan 
Beeson presented the awards to Go-
dinez Vinduska. She then spoke to 
members of the Centre Elementary 
School about the value of trees. Af-
terwards, she displayed her poster 
to students and answered questions. 
Special cookies were served after 
the ceremony. 

Godinez Vinduska is now a sixth 
grade student at Centre Junior High. 
She is the daughter of Enrique Go-
dinez Olivo and Anjanette Vinduska.

New HPD chief takes office

John Matula, left, is administered the oath of office as Herington’s chief of police by City Clerk Megan Lawrenz during 
a Nov. 17 City Commission meeting.  He succeeds Brian Hornaday, who is expected to accept a position with the Dick-
inson County Sheriff’s Department when Jerry Davis assumes duties and roles of that post in January.  Davis was the 
successful candidate in the August and November elections.                   (Courtesy photo)

4-H Achievement Banquet
will be different in 2020

By Jill Martinson
4-H Youth Development Agent
ABILENE — Dickinson County 4-H 

families and alumni have a standing 
engagement on the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving, the date of the Dick-
inson County 4-H Achievement Ban-
quet.  Bolstered by a 90-year tradi-
tion, the 4-H community gathers to 
recognize the work of 4-H members 
and volunteers.  A meal is shared and 
mighty applause honors the youth 
and their accomplishments.  But this 
is a year like no other and things will 
be done differently.   

This year, the resilience of youth 
has been seen in a way never expe-
rienced before.  Time at home has 
meant more involvement in 4-H proj-
ect work, more focus on activities 
with the family, and realizing the val-
ue of activities previously taken for 
granted. Youth are gaining skills, but 
also experiencing what Dr. Pauline 
Boss of the University of Minnesota 
Extension has termed, “ambiguous 
loss.”  She describes these as losses 
that are not easily defined and diffi-
cult to find closure.  

There are several things that caring 
adults can do to help young people 

deal with ambiguous losses such as 
the cancellation of milestone events 
and activities.  Within loss, it’s im-
portant to recognize grief and feel-
ings youth may experience (in any 
order and often repeating) including 
denial, anger, bargaining, depression, 
and acceptance.  Colleagues at the 
University of Minnesota Extension 
additionally offer the following sug-
gestions:  

Acknowledge feelings. Encourage 
youth to express feelings and physi-
cal sensations that come with the loss 
of an activity.

Encourage youth to stay connected 
with their peers; this is their natural 
support group as an adolescent.

Be especially attuned to support-
ing youth who may not be as social-
ly connected with peers or who may 
face barriers to connection.  Ask them 
what they need right now and how to 
support them.  

Shift focus to what they can con-
trol, such as their 4-H project work or 
hobbies, and how they can help their 
community.  

Healing occurs when negative feel-
ings are accepted and moved through 
to an understanding of what has been 

lost and integrated into a new reality.  
One way to accomplish this healing 
is by offering a new ritual in place of 
those that have been lost.  

For the Dickinson County 4-H com-
munity, this new ritual will be a 4-H 
Achievement Celebration shared 
through videos on social media and 
4-H “swag” that hopefully, will be 
useful, everyday reminders to youth 
and volunteers of their accomplish-
ments over the past year-a year like 
no other.  

In the Dickinson County office of 
the Chisholm Trail Extension District, 
there is a plaque that includes the 
club champions of the 4-H basketball 
tournament over the last 72 years.  
What’s notable is that list actually 
covers 73 years.  During World War II, 
there was one year the 4-H basket-
ball tournament was not held.  There 
have been years like no other before 
this one.  

More information about help-
ing youth cope with cancellations 
and loss, including a conversation 
guide, may be found at:  https://
extension.umn.edu/building-resil-
ience-tough-times/helping-youth-
cope-cancellations-and-loss.  

www.extension.umn.edu/building-resil
www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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 FBI involved in Herington clinic inquiry

Herington Police Department patrol cars and Herington Fire Department vehicles were used Nov. 18 to block off a 
portion of Helen Street in response to a threat received via telephone at the Herington Area Rural Health Clinic.  As a 
precaution, specially-trained canines from the Kansas Highway Patrol were used to search the facility for unauthorized 
explosive materials.  None was found.  The scene was cleared by authorities after approximately 3-1/2 hours. 
                 (Susan Mueller//New-Times)

By: J.R. Sparke
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

has contacted the Herington Police 
Department regarding a telephone 
call Nov. 18 to the Herington Area 
Rural Health Clinic in which a vague 
threat was conveyed.  The clinic and 
adjacent Herington Hospital were 
evacuated following an in-house pro-
tocol.  

Bridget Patton, a public affairs spe-
cialist with the FBI’s Kansas City, Mo., 
field office, said the agency was aware 
of the incident and was working with 
it’s law enforcement partners.  She 
said the FBI will neither confirm nor 
deny if it is actively involved in an in-
vestigation.

Herington Chief of Police John Mat-
ula said the FBI became interested 
in the matter due to another case in 
Kansas.  Specific information was not 

provided.
Chief Matula declined the day fol-

lowing the incident to describe the 
nature of the threat, noting the mat-
ter was under active investigation.  
However, he emphasized a bomb was 
not specifically mentioned during the 
telephone call.

Chief Matula said the call to the 
clinic was received shortly after 11:30 
a.m. Nov. 18.  The  Dickinson County 
Communications Center in Abilene 
was then contacted, which notified 
the Herington Police Department, 
the police chief said.

Six HPD officers responded to the 
scene in the 100 block of East Helen 
Street, and Herington Fire Depart-
ment personnel blocked streets in 
the area and provided traffic control 
at Chief Matula’s request.

The police chief said an in-house 
evacuation plan had already been im-
plemented at the clinic and hospital 

prior to his department’s arrival.
Also responding to the scene with 

the county’s Mobile Emergency Op-
erations Center vehicle was Emer-
gency Management Director Chancy 
Smith. 

As a precaution, the Kansas High-
way Patrol was contacted and troop-
ers responded with two dogs trained 
to detect explosive materials, Chief 
Matula said.  The troopers and ca-
nines arrived at the scene approxi-
mately 12:20 p.m., he said.

HPD personnel conducted a search 
of the clinic and hospital in determin-
ing no unauthorized personnel were 
present, the police chief said.

The KHP troopers and special-
ly-trained dogs were then sent 
through the facilities, Chief Matula 
said.  No unauthorized explosive ma-
terials were found, he added.

Authorities cleared the scene at 
3:07 p.m.  

Golden family revives 
reunion tradition

More than 85 descendants of the late Ted and Lurene Golden gathered over 
the Labor Day weekend for a family reunion. Following tradition, the group met 
for a cookout and other activities at the shelter house at Lake Herington.   
                           (Courtesy photo)

By: Susan Mueller
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
Starting in the late 1960s, the descen-

dants of Ted and Lurene Golden met 
each Memorial Day at the Lake Her-
ington shelter house. Granddaughter 
Melaura Guider commented, “We never 
had to think about what we were doing 
for Memorial Day. We always knew we 
were going to Herington.”

Family members would gather at the 
Golden home in Wichita and caravan 
to Herington. There would be fishing 
and games, a huge cookout and plenty 
of time to visit. A special highlight was 
family members bringing musical in-
struments to play together. Ted Golden 
was adept at playing the spoons. 

After a gap of 25 to 30 years, that tra-
dition was revived in 2020. However, 
due to Covid-19 concerns, the event was 
moved to Labor Day weekend. Guider, 
who lives in Phoenix, AZ, determined 
this was the year to revive the tradition.

A total of 85 descendants gathered 
over the Labor Day holiday to renew 
family ties and repeat past reunion tra-
ditions. Once again, family members 
gathered for a cookout, fishing, 
swimming, games, visiting and 
sharing photos. A video of past 
reunions and family remem-
brances was shared numer-
ous times throughout the day 
to allow for social distancing. 
Another tradition revived was 
visiting Sunset Hill Cemetery 
and decorating graves of family 
members. 

Matching shirts with the logo, 
“Life is Golden,” were worn by 
all those attending the reunion. 
Masks proclaiming 2020 were 
also worn for safety. 

Among those attending were 
the children of the late Ted and 
Lurene Golden: Paul Golden, 
Lurlynn Golden Trimmell and 
her husband Maurice; Roger 
Golden and his wife Malinda; 
and Saye Golden.  David Golden 
and Lyle Golden were unable 

to attend. All of the children, as well as 
other relatives, of the late Doris Golden 
were in attendance.

A wide range of ages were present 
at the reunion, including some of the 
great-great-great grandchildren of Ted 
and Lurene Golden. Participants hailed 
from Wichita, as well as Texas and Ar-
izona. 

For social distancing requirements, 
the only time the entire group gathered 
closely was for the accompanying pho-
to. 

Guider said a special moment during 
the reunion was taking a photo taken 
of her mother, Lurlynn, and uncle Paul 
Golden, with a tree planted in memory 
of Ted Golden. He passed away in 1993 
and a River Birch tree was planted in his 
memory about 25 feet from the shelter 
house. Special permission for the tree 
planting was granted by the City of Her-
ington. 

Paul Golden was an active 88 at the 
time of the reunion, He took part in 
fishing and other activities that day. 
Sadly, he was lost to Covid-19 on Nov. 6. 
His obituary appears elsewhere in this 
edition.  

Paul Golden and Lurlynn Golden Trimmell 
posed with a River Birch tree planted at Lake 
Herington in 1994 honoring the late Ted Gold-
en. Paul Golden passed less than two months 
after this photo was taken at the family’s re-
union.                               (Courtesy Photo)

Electric meter replacement plan 
OK’d in Herington

By: J.R. Sparke
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
A three-year plan to replace electri-

cal meters has gained the acceptance 
of the Herington City Commission.

David Kahle, a city employee who 
oversees the municipal electric 
system, urged the governing body 
during a Nov. 17 meeting to approve a 
replacement program.  He said many 
of the meters are 20 to 30 years old, 
with overheating issues becoming a 
problem. 

City Manager Branden Dross said 
800 meters, both residential and 
commercial, are slated for replace-
ment at a cost of $145,350.

In another utility matter, Chelsea 
Morris, a loan special with the USDA’s 
Rural Development program, spoke 
to the commission via Zoom about 
the local water treatment plant con-
struction project.

She said the estimated cost is cur-
rently surpassing the $3.1 million 
budget.  However, an additional $1.8 
million in supplemental loan funding 
is being made available, Morris said.  
The city also qualifies for $1 million in 
loan forgiveness, she added.

The Rural Development program 
is helping finance the project to the 
tune of $5.4 million.

Dennis Albrecht, who oversees 

operations at the city’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant, said the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environ-
ment has approved financing for the 
$750,000 project and had signed off 
on architectural drawings and engi-
neering plans.

He said more than a half dozen con-
struction companies had expressed 
interest in the project.  A bid-opening 
is scheduled in December.

In another matter, Mayor Debi Ur-
banek said documents related to new 
defunct Herington Land Bank had 
been located at City Hall.  Informa-
tion included in the documents con-
firmed the Logan Pointe residential 
housing sub-division homeowners 
Association had been dissolved and 
covenants regarding construction re-
quirements removed.

Commissioners favored continuing 
to sell lots at $1,000 each, with a re-
quirement to be put in place calling 
for construction to begin within one 

year of purchase.  Commissioner Eric 
Gares favored a six-month start time.

Dross updated commissioners on 
use of funds from a recent $100,000 
donation to the city by the Herington 
Hospital.  Specified projects were 
designated by hospital officials.

The city manager said downtown 
Christmas decorations had been 
purchased.   He mentioned he was 
waiting for input from the Recre-
ation Commission regarding park 
playground equipment.  He also was 
waiting on a response from a local 
contractor who volunteered to serve 
as a consultant for renovations at the 
Herington Municipal Swimming pool 
bathhouse.

Commissioners met in a 30-min-
ute closed session with City Attorney 
Brad Jantz (via telephone), City Clerk 
Megan Lawrenz and Dross to discuss 
a matter of potential litigation.  No 
action was taken when the meeting 
was reopened.

Dickinson County News-Times 
Deadlines
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Hornaday says farewell to Herington

WINNER IS...

AND THE

WEEK TENTEN

Ray Mueller , 
of Herington 

with 105 points!!

Clothing drive
cancelled at CHS

 1. Object of the game is to amass as many of the 136 weekly points 
as you can. Simply review the week’s schedule of games, listed on entry 
form, and decide which game you are SUREST of picking a winner in. 
Write the name of your projected winner on the 16-point line, and so on 
down to the 1-point line, which game you figure to be a toss up. Next, fill 
in Tiebreaker 1, the total points scored by both teams in the week’s desig-
nated game. If this step fails to produce a winner, the judges will apply Tie-
breaker 2, total offensive yardage from scrimmage in this game. If a winner 
still doesn’t emerge, a drawing will be held among those contestants still 
tied. Decisions of the judges are final. The contestant from the participat-
ing newspapers who tallies the most of the 136 possible points – or who 
survives any needed Tiebreaker procedure – will win the Grand Prize of 
either $1,000 or $500 depending on whether he/she has recorded a perfect 
score, including Tiebreakers.
 2. Any entry form that does not contain a legible name, address, 

etc., will be disqualified.
 3. Entries that fail to forecast a winner from each and every game 
will be disqualified, as will entries that fail to distinguish between the Jets 
and Giants of New York and other similar-sounding team names.
 4. No points are awarded on tie games or in case any game is not 
played for any reason during its scheduled week.
 5. Entering POWER POINTS constitutes permission by contestant 
for his or her name and photograph to be used for news and reasonable 
promotional purposes at no charge.
 6. Employees of this newspaper and their immediate families are 
ineligible to participate.
 7. Any inquiry about or protest of weekly results must be made by 
noon on the Friday following the announcement of winners.
 8. No purchase necessary. Facsimile game entry forms will be ac-
cepted. Enter contest by dropping entry form into POWER POINTS con-

tainer at participating co-sponsors.
 9. Weekly deadline for entry will be 2 p.m. Thursdays except when 
noted otherwise on weekly entry form.
 10. Neither this newspaper nor any co-sponsor will be responsible 
for illegible entry forms or those lost, stolen or damaged in any way or 
entries mis-directed or arriving postage due or for any claim or injury by 
contestants made in connection to any activity involved in entering contest. 
Entrants assume all liabilities.
 11. Limit: one entry per person per week. Each entry must repre-
sent the original work of one entrant, “group” entries, “systems” or other 
attempt to enter multiple entries will be disqualified. Filling out extra forms 
and putting your friends’ and relatives’ names on them violates this rule. 
Any such entries are destroyed prior to grading.
 12. Contestants must have reached the age of eight (8) years by 
the Sunday of any week’s play.

136 TOTAL POINTS
Name                                                                

Address                        

City, State (zip)                                   

                

Day Phone (        )                        

Night Phone (        )                                                 

HOW TO PLAY
Select a winner from each of the week’s 

games, listed below. Select in descending 

order of your CONFIDENCE in your 

choices. Win points at left for each 
correct selection toward possible total 
of 136 points. See complete rules below. 

You must be at least eight (8) years old 

to enter. To enter, clip along dotted line, 
then place game entry in POWER POINTS 

container at co-sponsors’ retail outlet(s). 

Entrants must list name, address and 

phone number below.

LIMIT: You may enter the contest  

  only once per week.

DEADLINE: 2 P.M. THURSDAY
TIEBREAKER 1 Total points scored (both 

teams) in BROWNS game.

TIEBREAKER 2 Total offensive yards 
(both teams) in this game.

THIS WEEK’S GAMES

New Orleans at Atlanta
Cleveland at Tennessee

Las Vegas at NY Jets
Cincinnati at Miami

Indianapolis at Houston

LA Rams at Arizona

New England at LA Chargers
Denver at Kansas City

Dallas at Baltimore

Washington at Pittsburgh

Jacksonville at Minnesota
Detroit at Chicago

NY Giants at Seattle
Philadelphia at Green Bay

Buffalo at San Francisco

 1. Object of the game is to amass as many of the 136 weekly points 
as you can. Simply review the week’s schedule of games, listed on entry 
form, and decide which game you are SUREST of picking a winner in. 
Write the name of your projected winner on the 16-point line, and so on 
down to the 1-point line, which game you figure to be a toss up. Next, fill 
in Tiebreaker 1, the total points scored by both teams in the week’s desig-
nated game. If this step fails to produce a winner, the judges will apply Tie-
breaker 2, total offensive yardage from scrimmage in this game. If a winner 
still doesn’t emerge, a drawing will be held among those contestants still 
tied. Decisions of the judges are final. The contestant from the participat-
ing newspapers who tallies the most of the 136 possible points – or who 
survives any needed Tiebreaker procedure – will win the Grand Prize of 
either $1,000 or $500 depending on whether he/she has recorded a perfect 
score, including Tiebreakers.
 2. Any entry form that does not contain a legible name, address, 

etc., will be disqualified.
 3. Entries that fail to forecast a winner from each and every game 
will be disqualified, as will entries that fail to distinguish between the Jets 
and Giants of New York and other similar-sounding team names.
 4. No points are awarded on tie games or in case any game is not 
played for any reason during its scheduled week.
 5. Entering POWER POINTS constitutes permission by contestant 
for his or her name and photograph to be used for news and reasonable 
promotional purposes at no charge.
 6. Employees of this newspaper and their immediate families are 
ineligible to participate.
 7. Any inquiry about or protest of weekly results must be made by 
noon on the Friday following the announcement of winners.
 8. No purchase necessary. Facsimile game entry forms will be ac-
cepted. Enter contest by dropping entry form into POWER POINTS con-

tainer at participating co-sponsors.
 9. Weekly deadline for entry will be 2 p.m. Thursdays except when 
noted otherwise on weekly entry form.
 10. Neither this newspaper nor any co-sponsor will be responsible 
for illegible entry forms or those lost, stolen or damaged in any way or 
entries mis-directed or arriving postage due or for any claim or injury by 
contestants made in connection to any activity involved in entering contest. 
Entrants assume all liabilities.
 11. Limit: one entry per person per week. Each entry must repre-
sent the original work of one entrant, “group” entries, “systems” or other 
attempt to enter multiple entries will be disqualified. Filling out extra forms 
and putting your friends’ and relatives’ names on them violates this rule. 
Any such entries are destroyed prior to grading.
 12. Contestants must have reached the age of eight (8) years by 
the Sunday of any week’s play.

HOW TO PLAY

Carolina at Denver

Cleveland at Philadelphia

Green Bay at Jacksonville

Cincinnati at NY Jets

Chicago at Houston

Miami at Seattle

Buffalo at Baltimore

NY Giants at Dallas

Tampa Bay at Atlanta

Detroit at Indianapolis

Oakland at New Orleans

New England at Arizona

San Diego at Kansas City

Pittsburgh at Washington

Minnesota at Tennessee

Penn State at Pitt Panthers

WEEK 1

Games of Sept. 8 - 11
WEEK 13

Games of Dec. 3 - 6

FREE

$25 Gift Certifi cate
for local winner

(redeemable at contest sponsors)

(Midlands)
Overall

$1,000
Weekly Grand Prize

Dickinson County

NEWS-TIMES
Visit us online!

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com

2020 Football Contest 

106 N. Broadway

Herington, KS 

67449

DEPOSIT
your entry at

Dickinson 

County

NEWS-

TIMES

MAIL TO
P.O. Box 310

Herington, KS 

67449
* Make sure your 

entry in legible

Dr. Erb
Dr. Mosier
Dr. Norris 

Ingelin Leslie
Kelly Trickey
Abbey Kerr

100 E Helen Street, Herington

Herington Area Health 
Clinic staying ahead of 
the COVID-19 testing 
curve and providing a 

community of care.

620-899-0883

6 E. Main Street, Herington

Proudly serving: Kansas City 

Roasterie Brand Espresso  

and Coffee.
Also featuring fruit smoothies, tea; 

including Chai tea

Homemade from scratch muffins, 
scones, cookies, puff pastries,  
and more

Saturday - cinnamon rolls

Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m. - noon

Thank You
to our sponsors for

The Ultimate

Football Contest!

All entries must 

be received

by 10 a.m.

Thursday.

DEADLINE: 10 A.M. THURSDAY

$799

2 South 5th, Herington • 785-258-2269

Take the winter chill off 

by adding Green Fiber 

cellulose insulation

to your walls 

and attic!

per bag

Free use of blowing 
machine.

1900 North Buckeye • Abilene • 785-263-2285

WEST’S
PLAZA

Your Full Service Grocery Store
Open Seven Days A Week 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

By: Susan Mueller
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
CHAPMAN — The annual cloth-

ing drive and free shopping, annu-
ally sponsored by Chapman High 
School, has been canceled due to 
the Covid-19 situation in Dickinson 
County. 

However, donations are still wel-
come at several distribution centers 
throughout the county. 

In Abilene, items may be taken to 
the Abilene Area Food and Clothing 
Center, 409 NW Third St. 

In Herington, donations are wel-
come at the Family Resource Ex-
change, 5 South Broadway. 

Editor’s note:  The following are re-
marks made by now former Herington 
Chief of Police Brian Hornaday during 
a Nov. 17 City Commission meeting.  He 
had held the position since October, 2018.  
His last day on the job was Nov. 20 as he 
prepares to accept a position with the 
Dickinson County Sheriff’s Department.  
John Matula was administered the oath 
of office as Herington’s new police chief 
during the Nov. 17 meeting.

‘Herington is a dying little town’
Let those words sink in for a minute. 

I’ve heard those words spoken many 
times over the past two years.  The truth 
is, Herington “was” a dying little town.

In September, 2018, I ventured to 
Herington, Kansas, for the first time.  In 
broad daylight, I witnessed two people 
using methamphetamine in their vehi-
cles while parked on your city streets.

I believe that observation greatly im-
pacted my decision to apply for the 
Chief of Police position.  I believe that 
I was “called” to serve as your Chief of 
Police.  I was supposed to be an Arkan-
sas State Trooper. But, any good cop 
will tell you that it isn’t about what you 
WANT to do. It’s about what you are 
called to do and where you are called to 
do it.

I’ll never forget the latter part of 2018 
as I joined all of you in watching meth-
amphetamine being delivered as if it 
was the drug trade’s Grub Hub.  Back-
packs and bicycles during all hours of 
the day and night.

Nobody taking nice evening walks.  

Nobody riding bikes.  Kids not allowed 
to walk the streets in the daylight.  The 
impact that substance abuse has on a 
community is everlasting, but today we 
see a different sight.

Operation Kickoff consisted of a two-
year long strategic plan to eliminate the 
methamphetamine presence that exists 
in Herington.  More than 35 metham-
phetamine-related search warrants 
were conducted and more than 50 per-
sons were arrested and/or charged.  As 
my grandmother would say, “The proof 
is in the puddin’.”

Over the past two years, HPD has seen 
the very large silent majority turn up 
their volume.  I can’t thank you enough 
for the support you have provided me 
and the officers at HPD.  

That first search warrant we conduct-
ed on South Eighth Street in the middle 
of the night in October, 2018, will forev-
er be etched in my memory.  Residents 
(were) cheering us on and bringing us 
coffee.  Evidence of a task that was long 
overdue.

The Herington Police Department is 
now operating at full strength, and be-
ginning in 2021 will be the strongest it 
ever has been while operating at a bud-
get that is still much lower than what 
was anticipated two years ago.

Although I had no desire to leave Her-
ington, I know that I have been called 
to another place to do what I have been 
placed on Earth to do.  Thankfully, that 
place is just down the road and I will 
be able to work with Chief Matula on a 

daily basis to ensure that Herington and 
Dickinson County continue to move in 
the right direction.

There are way too many people to 
mention that I want to thank, but I 
would like to point out just a few.  I 
would like to especially thank USD 487 
Supt. (of Schools Donalyn) Biehler and 
(high school principal Matt) Fox.  In over 
two decades, I have never been able to 
have such a good working relationship 
as I have here.

I would also like to thank Mayor Debi 
Urbanek.  The time you have spent with 
HPD, Municipal Court and the rest of 
the city in order to make yourself smart 
on all subjects in order to be good at 
what you do has not gone unnoticed. 
This city owes you a huge of gratitude.

Last, but certainly not least, I owe 
the biggest “thank you” to my wife.  If 
the past two years of my life had been 
captured on body cam, you would have 
seen the love of my life supporting me 
through the most strenuous and stress-
ful times that our lives and our marriage 
have ever endured.

Throughout the times that would pass 
when I hadn’t seen my wife or kids for 
days, she has always been there to make 
sure I can succeed. But, most impor-
tantly, to make sure our family can suc-
ceed.  I will never have the strength or 
desire to be her.

I wish Herington the best, and look 
forward to an even brighter future 
working together.

Thank you.

www.dickinsonnewstimes.com
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Hope hosting
Christmas cruise

Chapman funeral home 
under new ownership

The new owners of Chapman’s Londeen Funeral Home are, from left: Cindy and Ron Overlease, and Aaron and Laurol 

Overlease. The business has been changed to the Londeen-Overlease Funeral Chapel. The new owners stress they will 

honor the long-time Londeen tradition of providing good service to the community.                 (Courtesy Photo)

By: Susan Mueller
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
“We will continue to offer the 

Londeen tradition of good service,” 
said Ron Overlease, one of the new 
owners of the former Londeen Fu-
neral Home, 206 West. 5th St. in 
Chapman. The business, renamed 
Londeen-Overlease Funeral Chapel, 
was purchased Nov. 12 by Ron and 
Cindy Overlease, and Aaron and Lau-
rol Overlease.

The Chapman based funeral home 
was owned by the late Jon Londeen, 
who operated the business since 
1976. The business was founded by 
Londeen’s father. Gordon F. Londeen. 

The Overlease couples also own 

the Martin-Becker-Carlson and Dan-
ner Funeral Homes in Abilene, as well 
as Carlson-Becker Funeral Homes in 
Hope and in Solomon. 

Ron Overlease has been in the fu-
neral business for over thirty years. 
He and his wife purchased the Mar-
tin-Becker-Carlson Funeral Home 
in 2012. Nephew Aaron Overlease 
joined the family business in 2013. 
His wife Laurol is an instructor at 
Impact Health and Fitness in Abilene.

Ron Overlease said, “We want to 
stress to the people of Chapman we 
are family-owned, not some big cor-
poration. We will continue to offer 
the personal touch, combining our 
skills and experience to carry on the 

Londeen tradition.” Having lived and 
worked in various smaller communi-
ties throughout Kansas, the Overlease 
families “understand small communi-
ties.”

No physical changes are currently 
planned at the Londeen-Overlease Fu-
neral Chapel. All regular services and 
pre-arrangements will be honored 
and offered.  The Londeen-Overlease 
funeral directors can assist with all 
funeral arrangements, including visi-
tation, burial services, memorial ser-
vices, cremation and pre-planning. 

To contact the funeral chapel, call 
785-922-6500 or 785-263-1414. Email 
addresses are mbcfh@eaglecom.net 
or aaron@eaglecom.net.

Available November 2nd – December 7th 

Monday through Friday
Let us help make sure you get the medications you need at a 

reasonable cost from Kay’s Pharmacy, where you will get the 

service you deserve from people who care!

Call 785-258-3703

to schedule your appointment today.

Kay’s Pharmacy
       2021 Medicare Part D

        Open Enrollment

Run your race . . . Work at your pace!
Local independent Zurvita rep is now

interviewing for team members!

Represent healthy, gluten-free,

vegan products that are shown to reduce 

stress and increase productivity.

John Betz ~ Zurvita Independent Representative
zurvita.com/johnbetz ~ spotterbetz@gmail.com ~ 785.479.6528

General Public

Transportation

BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$1.50 One Way   $3 Round Trip  

CALL (785) 258-2956
Curb to Curb Service 

Wheelchair Accessible

First Come, First Serve

Supported by KDOT, City of Herington, 

Fares and General Donations

Brunner ready for 3rd straight NFR
RAMONA, Kan. –Tanner Brunner 

took a different approach to the 2020 
ProRodeo season than many of his fel-
low steer wrestlers. 

“There were some guys that had 
the mentality that they had to rodeo 
harder because there weren’t as many 
opportunities as other years,” said 
Brunner, 27, from the rural community 
of Ramona. “My game plan was to go 
to the rodeos that made sense trav-
el-wise and not try to break ourselves 
trying to get to every single rodeo. For 
a couple of weeks, I stayed home and 
went to one rodeo that week.” 

It paid off in a season that was as 
unpredictable as it was delayed, and 
the Kansas cowboy will return to the 
National Finals Rodeo for the third 
straight year. He earned $45,885 and 
heads to ProRodeo’s championship 
event sixth in the world standings. 

It’s the highest he’s been ranked 
over the past three years, but it also 
came with the least amount of money 
earned – in rodeo, dollars equal points, 
and only the top 15 on the money list 
in each event earn right to compete at 
the NFR; at its conclusion, the contes-
tants in each event who have the most 
earnings will be crowned world cham-
pions. 

The lower figures, of course, came 
in a season that was affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. When the world 
shut down in mid-March, so did the 
sport, and it didn’t return for two and 
a half months. Beyond that, more than 
half the events on a typical year were 
canceled, including many large rodeos 
that provide big paydays to its top fin-
ishers. 

“It was a lot different than normal,” 
said Brunner, who credits his sponsors 
– Zesterra, Coats Saddlery, Cow Camp 
Ranch, SportsZone, MJE Livestock 
Equipment, the Kansas State Univer-
sity Rodeo Club, Animal Health Inter-
national and Outpost Western Store – 
with helping him get up and down the 

rodeo trail. “There were a lot of miles 
between rodeos with none of the big 
rodeos to make it worth driving for. 

“I got to see some different country 
that we’d never seen before. That was 
a good change. I really commend the 
committees that went through every-
thing to put on the rodeos and contin-
ue having the rodeos. It couldn’t have 
been easy.” 

COVID also made a change in the 
postseason. Since 1985, the Thomas 
& Mack Center in Las Vegas has been 
home to the NFR; because of the pan-
demic and with limitations set forth in 
Nevada, that wasn’t possible this year. 
The alternative is pretty nice, though; 
the NFR will take place Dec. 3-12 at 
Globe Life Field, home of the Texas 
Rangers in Arlington, Texas. 

“It’ll be nice, and I can’t say I’ve ever 
competed in rodeo at a baseball sta-
dium before,” said Brunner, who, like 
his parents and sister, was a member 
of the K-State rodeo team while at-
tending college in Manhattan, Kan-
sas. “Making the change in places may 
change my routine up a little bit. The 
arena setup is a little different, so we’ll 
have to get used to that. 

“I just have to figure out what works 
best for my horses.”

Those horses are Miss Kitty and Slick, 
both of which Brunner recently pur-
chased. Miss Kitty is the bulldogging 
horse, and Slick serves as her team-
mate and hazing the steers in a more 
direct path. Both horses have been 
instrumental in guiding Brunner back 
to the NFR to compete for the covet-
ed Montana Silversmiths gold buckle 
that is awarded to the world champi-
on. Former NFR qualifier Cole Edge will 
ride Slick and serve as Brunner’s hazer. 

“I think having experience plays a 
lot into having a good season,” he said. 
“There’s also something about not hav-
ing to worry about who’s on the other 
side. With Cole over there hazing, I feel 
completely comfortable. Those guys 
have been a great crew year in and year 
out. They’re great guys to travel with. 

“This year was a nice break that we 
didn’t have to run the rubber off the 
tires. It was a lot more enjoyable to 
be out on the road, and we had a little 

more free time. That helps the horses 
feel good, too, which is always import-
ant.” 

That will play into things once the 
team arrives in Arlington. This will be 
a much different trip from his home in 
the Kansas Flint Hills. Instead of driv-
ing 20 hours-plus to Las Vegas, it will 
take him close to seven hours – just 
a common drive for a rodeo cowboy 
that might drive hundreds of miles in 
a given day to get from one event to 
another. 

Arlington is also just two hours from 
Sean Mulligan’s home in Coleman, 
Oklahoma, where Brunner will spend 
some time preparing for the champi-
onship. 

“The horses and I will be acclimated 
to the weather,” he said. “We’ll prac-
tice four to five times a week a couple 
weeks before the NFR. It’ll be exciting 
to be in a new place.” 

It also may be the ideal situation for 
him to develop the cohesiveness nec-
essary. 

“I’m feeling pretty confident in my-
self and with my horses,” Brunner said. 
“We won’t try to do too much. I was su-
per aggressive my first year and tried 
to do too much. Last year, I couldn’t 
find a groove to get in. 

“Ideally, I’ll take what the steers give 
me and make the most of every oppor-
tunity I can while I’m there.” 

It’s all about being comfortable, and 
it takes repetition to make everything 
come together well. 

“Being a three-time NFR qualifier is 
a great accomplishment,” he said. “I’m 
glad that I am able to make it three 
times in a row and hopefully make the 
NFR every coming year. 

“I know what works for me, and I 
know what doesn’t work for me. I need 
to find the right combination of things 
that I know will help me perform to the 
best of my ability and get the most of 
my horses’ ability. I want to practice 
enough to get the start but not prac-
ticing too much to get my body and my 
horses’ sore. When you do everything 
right, it’ll make things a lot easier.” 

Each step of his young career has 
been a bit of a climb, but that’s the only 
way to get to the top. 

By: Susan Mueller
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
HOPE – The Hope community will 

host a Christmas Light Cruise start-
ing at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 13.

Residents and business owners are 
encouraged to decorate for the hol-
idays in preparation for the cruise. 
Prizes will be awarded for the top 
three best decorated locations. Judg-
ing will begin on Dec. 10. 

Those cruising to view the decora-
tions may download a map from the 
Facebook page of the Hope Heritage 
Festival.  The festival also is spon-
sored by Hope Community Projects 
Committee, which is sponsoring the 
Christmas cruise event. Drivers are 
encouraged to tune their radios to 
107.9 while cruising. 

Drive-through hot chocolate will be 
provided at the Hope City Park from 
5 until 7 p.m.

Officer training
offered on-line

ABILENE — Officer training for 
the Chisholm Trail District (Dickin-
son and Marion County) 4-H youth 
and leaders is planned Sunday, Dec. 
6. Officers will train on-line at 2 
p.m., followed by volunteer leaders 
at 3 p.m. Registration is due by Nov. 
30 at https://kstate.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_6yS7Kx8TAEnWtdX

All 4-H club officers and volunteer 
leaders are welcome and encour-
aged to attend this online check-
in.  Session leaders plan to share 
additional information about club 
officer responsibilities and answer 

questions.  Participation at the Nov. 
11 virtual officer training is not re-
quired to participate in this session.  

If club officers are not able to par-
ticipate in the Nov. 11 online train-
ing, please direct them to https://
www.kansas4-h.org/resources/
clubcorner/off icer-resources/
index.html to watch a short video 
about responsibilities to the club 
and have access to printed materi-
als.  

Questions may be directed to Jill 
Martinson, at martinso@ksu.edu or 
785-258-2001.

Herington to enforce 
mask mandate

By: J.R. Sparke
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
The City of Herington and local 

police department will take a mea-
sured approach to enforcing a coun-
ty-wide mask mandate adopted Nov. 
18 by the Dickinson County Board of 
Commissioners.

City Commission members dis-
cussed a direction the city could 
take during a Nov. 17 meeting.  How-
ever, a course was set during a Nov. 
19 special-called meeting.  

The city will follow requirements 
listed in the county-issued mandate.  
It is expected the local commission 
will adopt a mask resolution during 
a regularly-scheduled meeting this 
coming Tuesday.

City Commission members and 
City Manager Branden Dross agreed 
education will be the first step in en-
forcing the county mandate, which 
runs through Dec. 31.

Dross suggested two warnings be 
issued to individuals and businesses 
before a ticket, carrying a potential 
fine of up to $500, is issued.  Chief 
of Police John Matula was in agree-
ment

Dr. Brian Holmes of Abilene, the 

county’s health officer, spoke to city 
commissioners via telephone to em-
phasize the serious nature of the 
COVID-19 outbreak in the county 
and the need for a mask mandate.  

He had also spoken in person to 
the county commissioners during 
the Nov. 18 meeting.

Commissioner Vance Donahue II 
spoke in opposition to the mandate, 
citing an alleged violation of person-
al rights.

He lobbied fellow commissioners 
for lesser action.  They noted their 
disagreement with his views on the 
matter.

One and two bedroom 

apartments available for Se-

nior Citizens. Indoor laundry, 

community center with daily 

activities and noon meals on 

site. Includes easy access to 

the General Public Transpor-

tation bus. The complex and 

parking are ADA handicap 

accessible.

 Regular business hours are 

Monday through Friday,

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Call Lori for more 

information, 786-258-2956

Herington Hilltop 

Center Apartments
2 South A Street, Herington

You Can

Really
CLEAN Up

...when you sell your stuff in the

 CLASSIFIEDS! Smart folks know that 

potential buyers read the 

classifieds regularly.

Call or E-mail Jan 

303.775.5901
FlintHillsMediaAds@gmail.com

ADVERTISE IN THEM TODAY!

News-TimesNews-Times
Dickinson CountyDickinson County

https://kstate.qualtrics.com
www.kansas4-h.org/resources
www.zurvita.com/johnbetz
www.facebook.com/fbcherington


 

Journalists shed light on vital issues that may otherwise be kept 

in the dark. They expose problems and give citizens the tools 

they need to make informed decisions about issues that affect 

everyday life in their community.

Help to ensure local newspapers are able to continue the 
important work that they do. PARTNER WITH US!

knf.column.us
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ObituariesUSD 481 raises teacher pay 

Paul Eugene Golden
August 16, 1932 – November 6, 2020

Tracy William Gatch
March 21, 1944 ~ November 23, 2020

Tracy William Gatch, 76 of Salina, 
passed away Monday, November 23, 
2020, in Salina, KS. Tracy was born 
March 21, 1944, in Abilene, KS. He 
was the son of Dewain and Katharine 
(Lueker) Gatch and is survived by his 
sister, Connie Stevens, of Salina.

At Tracy’s Request, cremation 

has taken place and no services are 
planned. A private inurnment will be 
in the Woodbine, KS. Cemetery.

Yazel-Meglli Funeral Home, Her-
ington is serving the family. Please 
sign his online guestbook and leave 
a memory of Tracy at www.ymzfh.
com.

Paul Eugene Golden, age 88, passed 
away on November 6, 2020 at Wesley 
Medical Center. He was born August 16, 
1921 in South Dakota and grew to man-
hood in Herington, 
Kansas. He graduated 
with the class of 1950, 
then served his coun-
try in the Navy aboard 
the U.S.S. Leyte. He 
retired from Boeing 
and USD 259.

Paul’s’ life was 
full with his family, 
friends, golf and mu-
sic, especially with 
playing the stand-up 
bass in the Gospel Assembly Church 
band. He will be missed!

Paul was a beloved father and grand-
father, as well as a devout Man of God. 
Paul loved the Lord, his country, his 
family and his church. Many that knew 
Paul agreed he was one of the few men 
that could have earned a professional 
golf certificate and joined the pro cir-
cuit. He lived by the rule if you were go-
ing to do something, do it to the best of 

your ability. 
Paul was preceded in death by his 

wife, Doris Mullineaux-Golden, parents, 
Ted and Sylvia Golden, and sister Doris 

L. Golden. He is sur-
vived by his daughter, 
Sabrina Howard, son 
Paul (Johnna), grand-
children; Cody (Am-
ber) Howard, Shane 
(Geneva) Howard, 
Candace (Chase) Wal-
ters, and Cassandra, 
and 13 great grand-
children, and one 
great-great grand-
child on the way. He 

is also survived by sister Lurlynn (Mau-
rice) Trimmell, brother, Lyle (Meri), Rog-
er (Malinda), David (Rita) and sister Faye 
Golden.

A funeral service was held November 
12, 2020 at Gospel Assembly church, Bel 
Aire, KS with burial at White Chapel Me-
morial Gardens. A memorial has been 
established with Gospel Assembly Be-
nevolent Fund, 4230 N Oliver, Wichita, 
KS 67220. 

Claire Runft
February 21, 1934 ~November 19, 2020

Claire Runft, 86, passed away on 
November 19, 2020 at Avita Assist-
ed Living after an extended struggle 
with Spina Cerebral Atrophy, SCA. 
Her adoring husband, Howard pre-
ceded her in death in 2016. 

Claire was born in Emporia, KS to 
Preston and Adeline Hyde; the oldest 
of three children. She 
attended the Emporia 
Laboratory School on 
the ESU campus K-8th 
grade. During 8th-11th 
grades she attended 
school in Marion, KS 
due to a family move. 
Right before her Se-
nior year the family 
moved again to Her-
ington, KS. Claire was 
a cheerleader, home-
coming queen and 
Girls State participant. 

She met the love of her life, How-
ard, during history class at HHS. 
Howard and Claire were married 12-
12-1953. This loving and adoring re-
lationship of 62 years was filled with 
many cherished memories. 

After high school Claire attended 
Brown Mackie Business School in 
Salina. She excelled at typing, short-
hand and organizational skills. These 
skills served her well as she was able 
to work several different jobs to sup-
port herself and Howard as he at-
tended Fort Hays State University 
after a stint in the US Marine Corp. 

Once married they lived in San Di-
ego, CA and then moved back to Her-
ington. Howard’s first teaching job 
was in Bucklin, KS; they lived there 
for several years and then moved to 
Wichita. They built a home and lived 
there in south Wichita for 53 years. 

To their marriage three children 
were born; Glenda born in San Diego; 
Roylynn born in Hays and Roger born 
in Bucklin.

Claire provided daycare in her 
home for the children of the neigh-
bors and teachers. With summers 
off she and her family could travel to 
Longmont, CO and spend each Au-
gust with her parents and siblings 
who all relocated there in the 1960’s. 
The Colorado experience provided a 
love for nature and adventure for the 
family. 

Once she was done with daycare, 
Claire became the secretary at Trin-
ity UMC for several years.  Next to 
family being a Methodist and serv-
ing in Christian faith was her pas-
sion. She was caring, loving, spiritual 
and giving. She held every office and 
served on every committee possi-
ble. She was President of UMW and 
taught Sunday School religiously. 
She cultivated and cherished all the 
wonderful friendships her family 
developed over the years through 
church activities. 

In 1978 Claire decided to venture 
into a career with advancement op-

portunities. She completed 29 years 
of service with the federal govern-
ment retiring on October 3rd, 2007. 
She was an Operations Manager for 
the Defense Contract Management 
Aeronautical division. She coordi-
nated supplies, travel, security and 
safety for employees of DCMA. She 

traveled extensive-
ly and worked closely 
with numerous Com-
manders and she was 
proud to serve. 

Throughout Claire’s 
young life she devel-
oped a love for read-
ing. She loved books. 
All books! When she 
was in 3rd grade in 
Emporia her Mother 
cleaned house for Wil-
liam Allen White. This 
was one early expo-

sure to books. Claire made sure all 
her grandchildren had library cards 
and many opportunities to expand 
their knowledge with books. She en-
couraged their success in education 
and celebrated and supported them 
with enthusiasm. She loved taking 
them on educational trips. 

Starting her early life in the depres-
sion and living through the rationing 
times of WWII, Claire learned to be 
resourceful. She prided herself on 
managing the budget for her family. 
She and Howard raised their family 
on a shoestring and created family 
fun no matter what and this was a 
foundation for a wonderful life. 

Claire is survived by her three chil-
dren: Glenda (Craig) Broadbent, Rog-
er (Kimberly) Runft all from Wichita; 
Roylynn (Eric) Vogel of Centennial 
CO.

Five Granddaughters:  Jana (Chad) 
Bowman of Lenexa KS; Courtney 
Runft of NY; Jessie (Darrell) Eckert of 
Grove OK; Jeris Broadbent of Wichita 
and Corynn Vogel of Centennial CO. 

Four Great Grandchildren: Jack 
and Brynn Bowman, her name sake 
Claire Eckert, and Dakotah Johnson.

Claire loved her children, grand-
children and great grandchildren 
with all her heart. 

Also surviving are her siblings: 
Marguerite (Bill) Wasson and Keith 
(Darlene) Hyde of Longmont CO. 

A private service for immediate 
family only is being held Sunday 
November 22nd at Downing and 
Lahey Mortuary West with the Rev. 
Tal Tittsworth officiating.  Burial to 
be Monday November 23rd in Her-
ington, KS at 11am. 

We are saddened that the pandem-
ic has taken away our ability to be 
together with extended family and 
friends to celebrate Claire’s wonder-
ful life at her church home the First 
United Methodist Church, 330 N. 
Broadway St., Wichita, KS 67202. Me-
morials can be made to the church. 
Share tributes at www.dlwichita.com

Thank You!
The family of Mildred 

Feyerabend would like 

to thank everyone for the 

memorials. The Chapman 

Senior center was designated 

for her memorial.

Thank you all!

KANSAS EVICTION PREVENTION PROGRAM 

$5,000
Rental assistance up to

If you have fallen behind on rent due to the COVID 
pandemic, you may be eligible for eviction prevention 

assistance of up to $5,000. Prevent future missed 
payments by applying at kshousingcorp.org

Reach thousands of daily 
and monthly viewers across 
a network of Flint Hills print 
& digital media!

•full color ads
•variety of sizes & locations
•ads stay on the site for a full 

month
•bundled rates for web & print/

multiple papers and websites

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY CALL OR EMAIL TODAY 

TO START YOUR TO START YOUR 

DIGITAL AD CAMPAIGNDIGITAL AD CAMPAIGN

(785) 922-6450
office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

By: J.R. Sparke
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
An increase in the starting base pay 

for a teacher in the Rural Vista USD 
has been approved for the 2020-21 
school year.

The district’s board of education 
acted on the matter as part of set-
tling negotiations with the certified 
staff members during a Nov. 16 regu-
lar monthly meeting.

The new base pay will be $36,550, 
which is an increase of $1,050 from 
the current school term.  The change 
also affected wages for veteran staff 
members.

Certified staff members addition-
ally will receive $485 per month for 
health insurance coverage.  This is an 
increase of $35.

Classified staff members, including 
the board clerk, attendance center 
secretaries, cooks, custodians and 
bus drivers, were given 50-cent per 
hour pay increases.  

Full-time classified employees also 
will receive $485 per month for health 
insurance coverage.  Part-time clas-
sified workers will be given $385 per 
month.

The board also agreed to a 50-cent 
per hour increase in the base starting 
pay for classified positions.

District technology director Tim 
Cook was awarded a 2-1/2 percent 
increase in his salary.

Hope Schools Principal Mike Tee-
ter and White City Schools Principal 
Joel Kahnt received 1-1/2 percent pay 
hikes.  A motion for 2-1/2 percent in-
creases failed, 3-4.  The second mo-

tion passed, 4-3.
Board members met in a 20-minute 

closed session before salary changes 
for Cook, Teeter and Kahnt were con-
sidered.

In another matter, board mem-
bers were informed that Jan Oleen of 
Dwight has donated beef through the 
district’s Farm to Table program. De-
livery is expected in December.

Board members also approved Kan-
sas Association of School Board-rec-
ommended changes to the following 
policies:  Sexual harassment, child 
abuse, tobacco use, foreign exchange 
students, complaints and child nutri-
tion program.

The Rural Vista USD Board of Ed-
ucation is next scheduled to meet 
in regular session at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 14, at Hope

USD 487 nixes athletic contests
By: J.R. Sparke
Staff Writer, 
Dickinson County News-Times
There will be no athletic competi-

tions featuring Herington USD ath-
letes through Dec. 31.

Members of the district’s board of 
education made the decision following 
a lengthy discussion during a Nov. 17 
monthly meeting.

Currently, athletic practices are not 
allowed in the district due to provi-
sions set in August in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which was a fac-
tor in the board’s decision related to 
competitions.

A four-color gating protocol was es-
tablished using green, yellow, orange 
and red.  The protocol is primarily 
used in determining in-person or re-
mote learning for students.

However, it also is applied to ath-
letics.  Practices are allowed when 
the protocol is in green or yellow.  No 
practices are scheduled at orange and 
red levels.  Herington schools are cur-
rently at the red level.

Board members agreed practices 
will again be allowed when the level 
follows below orange.

Employment matters also were han-
dled during the meeting.

The retirements at the end of the 
current school year of veteran in-
structors Janet Gonzolas and Deb 
Geissert were accepted.

Gonzolas has taught language arts 
and Spanish, plus coaching a variety of 
sports, during the past 36 years.

Geissert has served as a language 
arts teacher for 31 years.  She also 
had coached a variety of sports before 
stepping down from the duties in re-
cent years.

Three hirings were approved by the 
board.  They were:  Naomi Delisle, el-

ementary aide; Michelle Hajek, school 
nurse; and Annette Neinstedt, bus 
driver.

Board members also agreed that 
classified staff members will continue 
to get paid for regular work hours even 
when remote learning has been imple-
mented.  This was done last spring.

Early graduation and out-of-district 
student requests were approved by 
the board.  Names of the individuals 
were not released, with privacy con-
cerns cited as the reason.

“Students of the Month” for October 
were recognized during the meeting.  
They were:  Eric Camp, fourth grader; 
Reid Griffiths, sixth grader; and Carrie 
Roe, senior.

Board members met in closed ses-
sion for 15 minutes to discuss a stu-
dent matter and 20 minutes for a 
non-elected personnel matter.  No 
action was taken after either session.

The board accepted a low bid of 
$29,042 from Rusty Eck Ford in Wichi-
ta for a 2020 Ford transit van.

There also was a discussion about 
possibly contracting with K12itc, a 
Kansas City-based company that pro-
vides technology support to school 
districts.

Supt. of Schools Donalyn Biehler said 
district technology Christine Trapp is 
making plans to retire.  She suggested 
K12itc as a replacement for her tech 
services.  A staff member could then 
serve as a “wires and pliers” person, 
the superintendent said.

Supt. Biehler said the matter was 
only a subject of discussion at this 
time, with a decision still months 
away.

The Herington USD Board of Ed-
ucation is next scheduled to meet in 
regular session at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 21.

KSU seniors 
earn honors

MANHATTAN — Geneva Fink 
of Chapman and Mikiah Dykes of 
Abilene were chosen as the two 2020 
fall commencement outstanding se-
nior award winners in the College of 
Health and Human Sciences at Kan-
sas State University. This year’s out-
standing senior award winners were 
nominated by faculty and staff in 
each of their respective programs.

The women were honored with the 
Engagement Award, given to gradu-
ating seniors who have made exem-
plary contributions that impact the 

well-being of the community or indi-
viduals in the community. 

Fink majors in human development 
and family science, while Dykes’ ma-
jor is hospitality management.  

McDermott takes
fifth in FFA contest
Hanne McDermott, a freshman at 

Herington High, earned a fifth place 
medal in the North Central District 
Greenhand Conference, Sept. 15. 
There were more than 200 competi-
tors in the virtual conference.

The three-day conference focused 
on collaboration and leadership 
skills the first two days. An informa-
tion test was given the final day. 

Herington High’s Christopher 
Kowalsky finished just out of the 
medals, taking 14th. Addison Dallinga 
and Alexa LaRose finished in a tie for 
16th.

www.knf.column.us
www.kshousingcorp.org
www.dlwichita.com
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CHAPMAN  COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Thanksgiving Day
No School - Thanksgiving Break

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27

No School - Thanksgiving Break

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28

No Events - Thanksgiving Break

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Small Group: The Book of 
Revelation @ Chapman Naz (317 W. 5th | 
Chapman)
10 a.m. Chapman Naz Sunday Service
10 a.m. St. Michael Catholic Church (In per-
son services)
10:15 a.m. Chapman UMC Sunday Service
Online Broadcast at facebook.com/chap-
manumc

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Cancelled - 5 p.m. MS Girls Basketball @ 
Lakewood

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1

Cancelled - 4:30 p.m. MS Girls Basketball 
vs Abilene

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 2

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. FFA Middle School Academy
2:20 p.m. Emporia State University College 
Rep Zoom
6 p.m. Booster Club Mtg

If you have items to place on 
the calendar please send them 
to office@dickinsonnewstimes.

com or call (785) 366-6186.

By: Pastor Connie D. Wooldridge
Guest Writer, 
Chapman United Methodist Church
Thanksgiving 
I have some old black and 

white photos and as well as 
some Polaroid photos. They 
are obviously from different 
years, but the subject mat-
ter is the same. These shots 
show a multi-generation-
al family grouped around 
a table laden with Turkey 
and all the fixings. In near-
ly every photo, you’ll see my young-
er brothers proudly holding up their 
turkey legs. As we got older the table 
became less formal and turkey legs 
were exchanged for large juicy slices 
of white meat. 

My family gathered to eat like this 
quite often. Thanksgiving stood out 
because there was turkey and dress-
ing in place of roast beef or ham. We 

gathered in the same way 
most Sundays after church. 
One Sunday in 1982 we 
moved the lunch gathering 
to the hospital waiting room 
where the family ate pizza 
while I gave birth to the first 
grandbaby. Spouses and ba-
bies continued to be added 
and we loved our time to-

gether eating, laughing, and playing 
cards.  

This year, Thanksgiving is marked by 
anxiety.  Families are changing plans 
or angrily defying the admonishment 
to stay home and stay separate. We 

Pastor’s Corner 
are taking sides; fighting one another 
while the enemy virus wages war on 
all of us.

This thanksgiving, many families 
across the nation are in mourning 
those who leave empty seats around 
the table—casualties of this war. For 
these families Thanksgiving dinners 
will never be the same.

We are told that there is a mighty 
weapon on the way, but it won’t be 
here for a while, and we must change 
our battle plan. There are those who 
have studied the enemy and know a 
better way to hold the line until the 
reinforcements arrive.

 “It is simple but powerful.” they tell 
us, “Wear a mask, wash your hands, 
watch your distance, and don’t gather.”

 I look around me and see many in 

harm’s way. I know I too am in harm’s 
way, but I am being called to hold the 
line to the best of my ability.  There 
are strategies I can follow to make 
a difference. I believe that I am my 
brother’s and my sister’s keeper. I 
will work to protect myself and those 
around me until the reinforcements 
arrive. Please, please look to the left 
and to the right—on either side you 
may see people who are different, but 
our current war is human versus virus.  
Let’s call a truce and make a pact to 
fight our common enemy with a uni-
fied front. 

Let’s make it possible to celebrate on 
a grand scale next thanksgiving. 

Connie D. Wooldridge serves as pas-
tor at the Chapman United Methodist 
Church. 

CHS Grad Selected For Induction Into 
Rodeo Category Of Kansas Cowboy Hall Of Fame 

Thankfulness In Troubled Times 
By: Frank J. Buchman
Guest Writer
“Oh how can things get any worse?” 
The comment has been heard 

frequently over the past several 
months.  

Yet common opinion seems to 
be that many considered problems 
have continued to deteriorate from 
day to day. 

It is true according to folks who 
closely study history; today’s world-
wide dilemmas are the most serious 
of all time. However that is opinion-
ated evaluation of sorts. 

Those who have lost family mem-
bers during wars or due to incurable 
disease thought nothing could be 
more terrible. 

Ones with physical body incapac-
ities or loss of comprehension and 

memory just know there can’t be 
anything else so bad.  

Couples unable to have children, 
losing a baby during birthing or 
death of a child in growing years feel 
defeated.  

Persons going through the 1929 
market crash, Great Depression, 
Dust Bowl wondered how anything 
could be so merciless. 

Agriculturalists stricken by the 
1980’s high interest, low prices, 
bankruptcies, loss of generational 
farms still can’t comprehend that 
difficult time. 

Each era, there has been the ques-
tion: “How can life get any worse?”  

Never are the dreadful experienc-
es forgotten always remaining with 
eternal sadness and apprehension. 
Time does not completely heal ev-

erything.  
Life does go on with continuing 

challenges which must be met with 
relentless determination and faith. 
The worst griefs and discourage-
ments are always followed by better 
days.  

During this season, despite prob-
lematic issues there is much to be 
thankful for. 

Life is quite simple regardless 
of many expecting so much more 
from it. If there’s food for nourish-
ment, clothes for body cover, roof 
overhead protection from elements, 
family, friends and faith that’s suffi-
cient. Those realizing and appreci-
ating down-to-earth living are hap-
piest of all.  

Luxurious homes, fancy cars, dia-
mond jewelry, lots of money in the 

bank are all so unimportant. It’s easy 
to look around communities and see 
those without high society lives are 
the happiest. 

Instead of harping about all of the 
existing problems, now is the time 
to be thankful for all there is.  

Pessimists predict increased 
health and economic issues, dete-
rioration of society, and they could 
be right 

Records reveal whenever situa-
tions have seemed at the very low-
est, there has been recovery. Times 
have become better than ever be-
fore. Those days are ahead.  

Reminded of Jeremiah 30:20: “The 
world will turn around thrive and 
flourish as thanksgivings pour from 
the windows.” 

+++ALLELUIA+++

By: Frank J. Buchman
Guest Writer
Faye (Peck) Heath, Junction City, is 

being inducted posthumously into 
the Kansas Cowboy Hall of Fame. 

Induction ceremonies scheduled 
last Saturday at the Boot Hill Museum 
in Dodge City were canceled due to 
coronavirus concerns. 

“We will have a virtual event in the 
future with details forthcoming when 
details are completed,” said Kathie 
Bell, museum curator.  

“Each year five legendary Kansas 
cowboys, past or present, are hon-
ored by induction into the Cowboy 
Hall of Fame,” Bell explained. “This 
year Faye Heath was selected instead 
of a cowboy in the Rodeo category.” 

Inductees are selected for their sig-
nificant contributions to the Western 
heritage lifestyle and preservation of 
the cowboy culture. “Each of them 
personifies the cowboy ideals of in-
tegrity, honesty, and self-sufficiency,” 
Bell pointed out. 

Several of Faye’s family including 
her husband Marshall and niece Gay-
le Fielder, both of Junction City, had 
intended to attend the induction cer-
emonies. 

Winning a barrel race at Longford riding Waldo, Faye Heath, Junction City, was 

an all-around rodeo cowgirl being inducted posthumously into the Kansas 

Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Additional inductees are O.E. “Bud” 
Alexander, deceased, Council Grove, 
Rancher/Cattleman; Charles “Wal-
ter” Couch, Kingsdown, Cowboy His-
torian; Keith L. Downer, Garden City, 
Working Cowboy; and John E. “Cow-
boy Jack” Steinmitz, deceased, Dodge 
City, Cowboy Entertainer.  

 “Faye Peck Heath was a rodeo cow-
girl.”    

It was her birthright calling and 
anybody who ever met Faye forever 
acknowledges foremost: “She’s sure a 
real cowgirl.” 

While “cowgirl” was Faye’s most 
recognized distinction, she was di-
versely talented being appreciative-
ly admired as everybody’s friend.  
Whenever Faye could be of assistant 
to another in anyway, her helping 
hand was offered with a contagious 
sparkling grin. 

 All-around rodeo cowgirl is con-
cisely accurate description of Faye. 
She was a champion in the rodeo are-
na for sure with award collections to 
prove it, but much more. 

Rodeo heritage began on the ranch 
as did Faye’s talented staunch cowgirl 
life. From checking grazing yearlings, 
to gathering pastures, to roping and 

doctoring sick cattle to pulling baby 
calves, Faye was renowned.  

Truly Faye could and did it all with 
the very best cowboys and cowgirls 
in the Midwest.  

Horses make the cowgirl or the 
cowboy and many have proclaimed 
they were happy if they owned one 
good horse in a lifetime. Without the 
slightest personal credit intended, 
Faye verified; “I’ve had lots of good 
horses.”  

Breaking and training “lots of hors-
es,” Faye made “good horses.” That 
was often not due to the individu-
al horse’s talents, but always Faye’s 
ability as a cowgirl. Faye knew horses 
better than they knew themselves. 

Born August 13, 1938, on the family 
farm near Hope in Dickinson Coun-
ty, Faye Louise (Peck) Heath was the 
youngest of Henry Nelson and Edna 
(Schweitzer) Peck’s five children. Her 
sister Joan was 13 years older, mar-
ried and moved to Tennessee when 
Faye was just seven-years-old. 

Faye grew up working cattle with 
her dad and three brothers Jerry, 
Loren and Ray entrenching lifetime 
cowgirl skills. Faye was never a tom-
boy always a cowgirl. It’s a fact: “Faye 
spent most of her life in the saddle.” 

She insisted: “I’ve always liked hors-
es. My dad was a cowboy. My three 
brothers and sister all rode, but my 
brother Jerry Peck, and I enjoyed it 
the most. I was so excited when Jerry 
was inducted into the Kansas Cowboy 

Hall of Fame. He is so very deserving. 
Jerry is a real cowboy.” 

Faye got her first mount, a pony 
“Peanuts,” when she was four-years-
old and rode Peanuts to school 
through the seventh grade.  

From a very young age, Faye had 
rodeo in her blood. When she was 
12-years-old, Faye learned to ride her 
horse at a gallop standing behind the 
saddle while gathering milk cows. 
One day while practicing her trick 
riding, a dog spooked her horse. Faye 
fell off and broke her arm, but that 
didn’t come close to stopping her. 

 Faye’s first rodeo experience was 
competing with her dad’s horse 
“Paint” in a Herington play day. She 
didn’t place, but that only encouraged 
her to start practicing.  

After graduating from Chapman 
High School in 1956, Faye worked at 
Duckwalls then began her day-job 
profession as a meat cutter, working 
at Robinson Locker Plant. She later 
worked for Dillons Grocery Store for 
more than 25 years until her retire-
ment.  

After high school Faye began suc-
cessfully competing in rodeo events 
on weekends riding Paint.  

Purchased in 1963, “Ole Yeller” was 
her first “really good” horse. Over 
the years she has won many ribbons 
and trophies. Faye loved to compete 
in every class, but is best known for 
her 30-plus-year rodeo barrel racing 
career.  

Bringing foals up to be champion rodeo and all-around ranch using horses was a special joy for Faye Heath who is being 

inducted posthumously into the Kansas Cowboy Hall of Fame in the Rodeo category.

On July 9, 1965, Faye married Mar-
shall Heath at Lyona Methodist 
Church, Junction City.  

They became partners in the cattle 
business as well as the horse business 
buying several horses through the 
years including a top performance 
stallion. Marshall was a hunter and 
trap shooter so Faye joined him suc-
cessfully in those sports as well. 

Waldo was one of Faye’s best known 
mounts as she rode the bay Quarter 
Horse gelding throughout the Mid-
west collecting not only barrel rac-
ing awards but winning nearly every 
class there was. 

Faye was highpoint rider nine years 
in the Eastern Kansas Horseman’s 
Association (EKHA). She was a barrel 
racing winner in Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association sanctioned ro-
deos as well as the Kansas Cowgirl 
Barrel Racing Association. 

 Faye with her lifelong friend Ros-
ie Clymer and roper Merle Flinn was 
among those instrumental in forming 
the EKHA. Faye was an EKHA officer 
as well as serving in both the Junction 
City Saddle Club and Herington Rid-
ing Club.  

Not only a rodeo cowgirl, Faye took 
care of her horses from every angle 
from birthing to training, doctoring, 
and farrier work  

Faye Louise (Peck) Heath passed 
from this life on January 3, 2020, but 
her kind, gentle and joyful spirit will 
not be forgotten. 

Dickinson County News-Times 
Deadlines

Advertising - Fridays by 5:00 p.m.

News - Mondays by Noon

You Can

Really
CLEAN Up

...when you sell your stuff in the

 CLASSIFIEDS! Smart folks know that 

potential buyers read the 

classifieds regularly.

Call or E-mail Jan 
303.775.5901

FlintHillsMediaAds@gmail.com

ADVERTISE IN THEM TODAY!
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Sparking Conversation
Words to Ponder

By: J.R. Sparke
Staff Writer, 
Flint Hills Media Group
jrsparke@gmail.com

I came across this lengthy quote 
attributed to Ray Dalio, CEO of a 
large investment firm, when 
he wrote about the “art of 
thoughtful disagreement”.  
I believe this makes a lot of 
sense.  Please take time to 
read it.

“I think this is a critical 
principle for our society now. 
It’s very relevant in terms of 
us getting to the best an-
swers together. The alternative is 
very scary. 

“When two people believe opposite 
things, chances are that one of them 
is wrong. It pays to find out if that 
someone is you. That’s why I believe 
you must appreciate and develop the 
art of thoughtful disagreement. In 
thoughtful disagreement, your goal is 
not to convince the other party that 
you are right—it is to find out which 
view is true and decide what to do 
about it. 

“In thoughtful disagreement, both 
parties are motivated by the genuine 
fear of missing important perspec-
tives. Exchanges in which you really 
see what the other person is seeing 
and they really see what you are see-
ing—with both your “higher-level 
yous” trying to get to the truth—are 
immensely helpful and a giant source 
of untapped potential.  

“To do this well, approach the con-
versation in a way that conveys that 
you’re just trying to understand. Use 
questions rather than make state-
ments. Conduct the discussion in a 
calm and dispassionate manner, and 
encourage the other person to do 
that as well. Remember, you are not 
arguing; you are openly exploring 

what’s true.”
***

I recently found the opportuni-
ty to practice the art of thoughtful 
disagreement.  I mentioned this in 
a recent column, noting someone 

with whom I am acquaint-
ed speaks with raw courage 
on the opposite of myself on 
some issues and in language I 
wouldn’t use.

However, I choose to re-
main in communication 
with that person.  Cutting 
off communication with her 
would be a disservice to both 

of us.  And I’m pretty sure she shares 
that thought.

I encourage you to practice the art 
of thoughtful disagreement during 
these challenging times.

***
If it had not been for the COVID-19 

pandemic, it’s doubtful this person 
and I would have reached this under-
standing.  

Amidst the chaos of these times, a 
moment of clarity arrived.

My thanks to her for helping to al-
low this to happen.

***
Anomalees.  Not sure it’s a word, 

but I use it when referring to folks 
connected through an anomaly of 
situations.

She said anomalies tend to change 
the course when allowed.

I’d say that’s true of anomalees, as 
well.

***
Hope all of you are having  a “Hap-

py Thanksgivng” or at least the best 
possible.  

Certainly not a traditional Thanks-
giving, but still many things for which 
to be thankful.

***
Until next week…  Stay Strong...

On This Day in The Herington Times
Compiled courtesy of the 

Herington Historical 
Society & Museum

800 S. Broadway
Hours: Tuesday - Friday | 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

125 years ago - 1895
CUT BY FALLING CHISEL – Dan 

Weaver got his face badly cut yes-
terday by the falling of a large chisel 
while assisting A. H. Wheat in tearing 
out the front of the mercantile build-
ing.

100 years ago - 1920
BUT HE CAUGHT THE DUCK – 

One-night last week a Herington 
man in a friendly pitch game, won a 
nice fat duck and with the fowl care-
fully tucked under his arm, started 
home. As he entered the yard, the 
duck decided it didn’t like its new 
home and jumped out of the arms 

of its owner. Around the house it 
went, with him after it. It flew over a 
neighbor’s fence, landing on a heavy 
glass-covered hot-bed, into which 
the pursuer crashed, breaking it into 
smithereens. He was just congratu-
lating himself on his re-capture of 
the duck when the neighbor came 
out,

brandishing a wicked gun and 
shouting “hands up”. The duck chaser 
obeyed much to his embarrassment 
and his neighbor’s astonishment 
when the latter discovered who the 
night prowler was. It cost the crack 
pitch player $7.25 to replace the hot 
bed glass but – oh well, ducks are 
high anyway.

75 years ago - 1945
WILL REOPEN DENTAL OFFICES 

NEXT MONDAY – Dr. R. F. Pierce, 
recently discharged from the Army, 

will reopen his dental offices at 18 
½ South Broadway on Monday. Dr. 
Pierce entered the armed services in 
October of 1941. He returned to the 
states in October and was discharged 
from the Fort Leavenworth separa-
tion center on November 2. He holds 
a reserve commission in the Dental 
Corps, of captain. Dr. Pierce came 
to Herington in 1937 after practic-
ing for eight years in Wilsey. He, his 
wife, the former Miss Helen Riegel, 
daughter of F. S.

Riegel of Wilsey, and their nine 
year-old daughter, Rosemary, are 
making their home in an apartment 
connected with Dr. Pierce’s office 
rooms at 18 ½ South Broadway.

50 years ago - 1970
FIRE INFLICTS HEAVY DAMAGE 

– An early morning fire at Herington 
Builders Supply did considerable 

damage in the office and showroom 
Monday. Apparently, the fire started 
in the area around the furnace and 
spread to a wall and the ceiling of 
the area causing considerable smoke 
damage to the merchandise and the 
building in general. Fire Chief W. R. 
Stover said the use of air packs by 
his firemen gave them a big boost 
in finding the fire and allowing it to 
be controlled in its early stages. Les 
Shamburg, a partner of the firm es-
timated the damage to the building 
and contents at between $20,000 
and $30,000. Monday morning, the 
workmen were clearing the debris 
created by the fire and Shamburg 
said they were doing business, how-
ever, not in the normal manner. He 
plans to start soon on rebuilding the 
area and the present plan is not to 
interrupt business.

By: Susan Mueller
Staff Writer, 
Flint Hills Media Group
susanlovespurple@gmail.com

As a youngster, I loved 
reading Nancy Drew, the 
Hardy boys and other 
mystery stories. I still love 
reading mysteries, one of 
my favorite genres. Now I 
have my own mystery so I 
thought writing down the 
clues would help me solve 
it.

Last week, my husband received an 
envelope in the mail. It was hand ad-
dressed to him at the lumber yard’s ad-
dress. There was no return address but 
the postmark was Wichita. He opened 

There’s a Mystery “Down on the Farm”
it to find a set of seven brand new col-
lector’s cards (like baseball cards) but 
each featured something related to the 
farm.

In the bottom corner was the logo, 
“Down on the Farm.” Wow! Flipping 

through the pictures, 
among them is a big red 
barn, a bale of hay, a roost-
er and a red combine, my 
favorite brand. (Sorry, I’ve 
never been a Deere girl.)

The cards were made by 
Topps Allen & Ginter. They 
are in pristine condition 

and have a date of 2020. Finally, some-
thing good about 2020! According to 
the internet, there is a total set of 15. 
Looking at Ebay prices, this was a nice 
little gift.

I want to express appreciation to the 
mystery person that sent these to Ray. 
We are assuming, since the name of 
the card and the name of my column 
are the same, that must be the con-
nection.

To whomever sent these gorgeous 
cards – a hearty thank you! The next 
mystery will be tracking down the rest 
of the set. I was never excited about 
trading cards but now, here’s one I can 
love.

I was thinking about the mystery 
while doing chores this morning. 
While pondering, I paused at the gate 
of the sheep pen. Pearl (my silly white 
goat) sleeps with them in the barn at 
night for protection. She planted her 
feet on the gate rails and reached up 
to me for some morning love. I rubbed 

her freckled ears, her knobby head and 
under her chin, which is sprouting a 
small beard. (Yes, girl goats can have 
beards.) It was nice to take a few min-
utes to share some affection.

Speaking of affection, as I was walk-
ing over to give hay to the ewe lambs, 
my dogs followed along, as always. Da-
kota, my older dog, seemed to need 
some extra love so I crouched down to 
give him a hug. Despite my best efforts 
to avoid it, he managed to give me a 
couple of swipes with his tongue. I 
guess that’s where the phrase, “getting 
his licks in” came from.

With my children grown and gone 
and the world being what it is right 
now, it’s always nice to know I can 
find plenty of affection, “Down on the 
Farm.”

Chamber Chatter

Mommy says that I am a creature of 
habit and I must have an internal 
clock.  Every morning I get up, 
go outside to do business, then 
settle in next to her on the couch 
for a little bit. When she goes into 
her office, I snuggle down in my 
pile of blankies for morning nap.  I 
know when it’s almost lunch time and I go 

to the backdoor and wait for Daddy-man 
to come home. After lunch is 
more naps for me while Mommy 
goes back into her office. If she 
works too late in her office, I re-
mind her that it’s quitting time.  
Sometimes I have to get pretty 
insistent to make her leave her 

office, but that’s my job as her puppy!

Mickey Says

By: Lauren Spelts
Director
Tri-County Chamber of Commerce
officeadmin@tricountychamber.net

Hello Neighbors!
Angels are available for 

pick-up at the Tri-Coun-
ty Area Chamber Office 
for Herington Angels, The 
First National Bank of Hope, 
Hope, for Hope Angels, 
and White City City Hall 
for White City Angels. The 
deadline for applications was No-
vember 20 th , but with everything 
going on the world right now I will be 
flexible. Please call and let me know 
if you need an extension. Gifts need 
to be dropped off at their respective 
locations by December 17 th .

Shop Small Scrabble Boards will be 
available for pick-up at the Chamber 
Office on November 23 rd and we 
have some great prizes already. Small 
Business Saturday is November 28 th 
. With the recent uptick in COVID-19 
cases we are working daily to make 
sure we can still celebrate this Shop 

Local program for our retailers.
We are working hard to keep our 

business members promoted and 
running as we navigate this trying 
time.

Keep an eye on the web-
site calendar for events hap-
pening in our area; things 
can change daily. I know 
Santa is coming to Tam-
pa,The First Baptist Church 
of Herington is having a 
Grand Opening Celebration 
Service, and Hope is hosting 

a Christmas Light Cruise! the website 
address is: tricountycofc.com

We are closely monitoring the 
COVID-19 updates and ask that we 
use phone or email communication 
as much as possible, and, when that 
is not possible, practice safe social 
distancing measures. Masks are re-
quired in the building.

I can be reached at 785-258-2115 or 
at officeadmin@tricountycofc.comI 
can be reached at 785-258-2115 or at 
officeadmin@tricountycofc.com

Have a great week, Tri-County!
~ Lauren

HERINGTON
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27

5:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Black Friday @ Cypress Bridge 

Candle Co. (110 NW 3rd St | Abilene)

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Live Local. Shop Local. Give 

Local. @  Abilene Area Chamber of Commerce 

(https://fb.me/e/7528Bh2dd)

VFW Bingo Night @ VFW Post 1281 (101 East Main 

| Herington) - Early Bird: 6:30 p.m. | Regular: 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY! SHOP LOCAL!

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Live Local. Shop Local. Give 

Local. @  Abilene Area Chamber of Commerce 

(https://fb.me/e/7528Bh2dd)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Live Local. Shop Local. Give 

Local. @  Abilene Area Chamber of Commerce 

(https://fb.me/e/7528Bh2dd)

8:30 a.m. Worship @ Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church (802 East Trapp | Herington)

9:30 a.m. Sunday School @ First Christian Church 

(15 S. 1st St. | Herington)

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship @ First Christian 

Church (15 S. 1st St. | Herington)

11:30 a.m. Hanging of the Greens @ Chapman Naz 

(317 W. 5th St. | Chapman)

12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. German Sunday Lunches @ 

VFW Post 1281 (101 East Main | Herington)

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Celebrate Recovery @ First 

Baptist Church (1 South A St. | Herington)

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Live Local. Shop Local. Give 

Local. @  Abilene Area Chamber of Commerce 

(https://fb.me/e/7528Bh2dd)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Live Local. Shop Local. Give 

Local. @  Abilene Area Chamber of Commerce 

(https://fb.me/e/7528Bh2dd)

5:30 p.m. Herington City Commission Meeting @ 

City Hall (17 N Broadway)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2

5:30 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir Practice @ First Chris-

tian Church (15 S. 1st St. | Herington)

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 3

5:30 p.m. HJHS Girl’s A-Team Basketball @ Home

6:30 p.m. HJHS Boy’s A-Team Basketball @ Home

RVJHS Basketball @ Little River

Bingo Night @ Legion (501 Sun Lane | Herington) -  

Social: 6:00 p.m. | Early Bird: 6:45 p.m. | Regular: 7:00 p.m.

SPONSORED BY

Serving All of Kansas 

Tandi Reiff

tandi@smart-ins.com
785-258-2252

9 N. Broadway 
Herington

SPECIALTY CLINIC CALENDAR • December 2020
Herington Area Health Clinic 1005 North B St. Herington

SPECIALTY CLINICS
Cardiologist

 Husan Bakdash,
MDFACC

Assem Farhat, MDFACC
785-258-2275

         Monday             Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday              Friday

Nephrology
Bryan S. Pavey DO,MS

1-785-827-7261
Ophthalmology

  Wayne Anliker, MD
785-258-2207 ext. 137

4

18

23 25

Surgery Clinic

Dr. Beckenhauer

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Telehealth
Dr. Johnson
Pain Clinic

Vikki Gambrill
HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Pain Clinic

Vikki Gambrill

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Telehealth
Dr. Johnson
Pain Clinic

Vikki Gambrill
HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Telehealth

Dr. Deleon

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

OB-GYN

DR. Prendergast

HAHC 8-5
Dr. Mosier 9-5

Cardiac Clinic

Dr. Bakdash

HAHC 8-5

Podiatry Clinic

Dr. Timson

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

OB-GYN

  Dr. Prendergast

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

OB-GYN
  Dr. Prendergast

HAHC 8-5

   Ophthalmology

Dr. Anliker

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Telehealth

Dr. Deleon

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

OB-GYN

Dr. Prendergast

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Cardiac Clinic

Dr. Farhat

HAHC 8-5

OB-GYN

Dr. Prendergast

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Mental Health Clinic

Tina Van Meter 9-

6

Telehealth

Dr. Deleon

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Mental Health Clinic
Tina Van Meter 9-6

HAHC 8-5

Abbey Kerr, PA • Kelly Trickey, APRN
Arlo Reimer, MD 

785-258-5130 • Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Same Day Appointments Available!

 John Mosier, DO • Ingelin Leslie, APRN
785-258-2275 • 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Closed Fridays)
        Gregory Erb, MD • Nathan Norris, MD

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Select Days

8 10

17

24

   Urology Clinic

       Dr. Rosso

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

       Pain Clinic

Vikki Gambrill

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

11

30

22

28 29

 1 2

15

3

Nephrology

Clinic

Dr. Pavey 

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

14

21

16

30 31

Orthopedic
Gregory Erb, MD

785-258-2275
Pain Clinic

Vikki Gambrill, CRNA
785-258-2275 ext. 284

Urology
Felipe Rosso, MD

785-258-2207 ext. 137
Podiatrist

Trent Timson, DPM
785-258-2207 ext. 284

Telehealth
Dr. Deleon

ext. 284
Dr. Johnson

ext. 284 

Podiatry Clinic

   Dr. Timson

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Pain Clinic
Vikki Gambrill

Ophthalmology
Dr. Anliker
HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

7

Pain Clinic 

Vikki Gambrill

HAHC 8-5

Dr. Mosier 9-5

Christmas

Eve

Closed

9

Christmas 

Closed

 Hillsboro Healthcare 
Clinic

108 South Main St. 
Hillsboro • 620-877-4320

Gregory Erb, MD
Tue. - Wed. • 9 a.m - 5 p.m.

Arlo Reimer, MD
Thur. - Fri. • 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Shannon Hoffer, APRN
Mon. - Tues., Thur. - Fri.

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We want to hear from you! 
Email your news to 

office@dickinsonnewstimes.com

Happy 75th Birthday 
Jo-Ann Hansen!

Jo-Ann Hansen is celebrating her 75th birthday 

November, 25th. Also, 45 years as a resident of Chapman.

Her family is requesting a card shower, and think she 

would love to hear from you in these times.

If you would like to send a card, please mail to:   

 P.O. Box 48, Chapman, KS. 67431.

www.tricountycofc.com
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Business & Service Directory

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES

HERINGTON AREA

HEALTH CLINIC

785-258-5130

1005 N. B St.

Herington

John Mosier, DO

Gregory Erb, MD

Nathan Norris, MD

Ingelin Leslie, APRN

Kelly Trickey, APRN, FNP-C

Abbey Kerr, PA

Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Lunch 12 - 1 p.m.

HVAC

CHURCH

St. Michael
Catholic Church

210 E. 6th St. • Chapman

Saturday Mass at 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass at 10 a.m.

Fr. John Wolesky

Marita Campbell, 

Parish Life Coordinator

785-922-6509

smichael-chapman@sbcglobal.net

www.smchapmanparish.org

Herington Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Plumbing & Appliances
110 E. Main, Herington

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Serving the  Tri-County 

Area Since 1984

Now taking 

calls for 

seasonal 

furnace 

maintenance.
Make your

appointment today!

(785) 258-3355

VETERINARY

Robert L.
Novak, DVM
785-983-4803
Lost Springs

INSURANCE

 Brian J Tajchman Agency, Inc. 

 Brian Tajchman, Agent 

 104 Nw 3rd St, Abilene 

  

  American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 12907490

CALL (785) 263-2512 TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW.

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH 
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN 
MIND. 

‘A Tradition of Caring Since 1970’

Chapman Valley Manor
A Non Profit Skilled Nursing Facility 

Administrator: Joe Cassidy
1009 Marshall • PO Box 219

Chapman, KS 67431

785-922-6525
chapval@chapmanvalleymanor.org

christyloy@chapmanvalleymanor.org

Air Conditioning

Heating • Electrical

785-257-3236

Tri-County

Veterinary

Center 
906 Industrial St., Herington

 Providing Small and Large Animal 

Veterinary Care for the Tri-County Area

Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m. & 1-5 p.m.

Saturday: 8-11 a.m.

Dr. Megan Coffman, DVM

Dr. Jessica Laurin, DVM

785-258-2755

HEALTH

Adam Bowen, DDS
Karma Weeden, DDS

4 West Main • Herington
OFFICE:

785-258-2922
Open Tuesday,

Wednesday & Thursday

BOWEN FAMILY
DENTISTRY

MEAT PROCESSING

Burdick Meat Market 

and Locker
• Meat Processing & Curing

  • Locker Storage

     • Sausages

        • Quality Retail Meat

416 Main St,

Burdick

785.983.4818 

FUNERAL SERVICES

Carlson Becker

Funeral Home
106 North Second St.

Hope, KS

785-366-7327

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

Central Kansas ag

aviation, inC.
STEVE DONOVAN

Cell: 785-366-0513

Office: 785-258-3649      
Call for all your spraying needs!

New Clinic for Your 

Pets and Livestock!
781 Hwy 43, Hope

785-366-6587

Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mobile veterinary care available.

ELECTRICIANS

Heath Dirks
Owner

Dirks Electric  LLC
heathdirks@gmail.com

620-877-0205
Master Electrician

3449 Falcon • Tampa, KS
Residential Commercial 

Agricultural

DITTMAN 
AUTO BODY

Insurance is accepted

Hours 8-5 p.m. • Mon.-Fri.

Woodbine • 785-257-3248

3 Paintless & Conventional 

3 Hail Repair

3 Glass Repair & Replacement 

Enterprise
Estates
Nursing
Center

602 Crestview Drive, Enterprise

785-263-8278

Fax: 785-263-8954

eenc@eaglecom.net

“The Right Choice for the Best Care”

FINANCIAL SERVICES

First National
Investment Professionals

DAN COOK

112 North Main

Hope, KS

785-366-7225

Fax 785-366-7333

dan.1.cook@ampf.com

HARRIS CROP
INSURANCE, LLC 

1207 Hwy. 15, Abilene, Kansas 67410

www.harriscropinsurance.com
This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

785-479-5593 

or Toll Free 

888-408-7487

A family-owned and operated crop insurance 

agency serving central Kansas since 1981.

RECREATION

9 hole course with cart rentals

no tee time

Located 1 mile off I-70, exit 286

522 Golf Course Rd., Chapman

785-922-6203
chapmanks.com/activities.

indian-hill-golf-course

Need
Yardwork?
Mowing, trimming, 

edging, landscaping
 

Call Matt Ross for free 

estimates at 785-477-2868

10+ years experience

The Hearing Specialists

Your hearing is

important to us!
For local service in

Herington and Council Grove     

call 785.823.6000 or 888.823.6007
For a personal and safe appointment!

EATERIES

620-899-0883 • 6 E. Main St., Herington

Proudly serving: Kansas City Roasterie 

Brand Espresso and Coffee.
Also featuring fruit smoothies, tea; 

including Chai tea

Homemade from scratch muffins, scones, 
cookies, puff pastries, and more

Saturday-cinnamon rolls

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Sat. 7 a.m. - 12

KVK INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

785-257-3224

kvkinc.biz

Residential • Commercial
24 HOUR SERVICE

Master Mechanical • Licensed
Bonded • Insured

LAUNDRY

DROP SITES
for your convenience:

Marion Dry
Cleaning & Laundry

107 S. 2nd • Marion, KS • 620-382-2611

Herington: Flowers by Vikki

Council Grove:

The Laundry Basket

Hillsboro: Supreme Floor

24/7 Laundromat

Call 785-366-6186 or Email flinthillsmediadas@gmail.com to order your directory ad!

STEVE CRICHTON State Farm
Insurance Agent

PHONE 785-258-2203
shelly@stevecrichton.com

 steve@stevecrichton.com  

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturdays by Appointment
220 W Walnut St., Ste 2 Herington

Here to help life go right.TM

stevecrichton.com

SEASONAL

edwardjones.com

Nicole Printz 
Financial Advisor

514 N Eisenhower Dr 
Junction City, KS 66441-3214 
785-762-4440

Support Your Local Business!

Catlett Automotive

605 S 5th St. • Herington

785-258-2460
• Now under new ownership and 

management
• Updated and increased inventory
• Daily shuttle service • Order by  

11 am & receive in store by 2:30 pm
Monday-Friday, 7:30 am - 6 pm

Saturday, 8 am - 4 pm

INSURANCEFINANCIAL SERVICES

Help Wanted
Home Health and Hospice of Dickinson County is 

seeking to hire an RN for the Abilene area! This is a full 
time position, 4 days a week working 9 hours each day.  
On call every 6th weekend.  $1,000 sign on bonus.

Must have a current Kansas RN license and be a resident of 

Dickinson County. Good communication skills and compassion 

will get you this job!  Also must have general computer skills.

If you are interested in this position, please submit your 
application and resume online at www.mhsks.org. For more 
information call Carol Whitehair at 785-263-6630.

Join our team of Health Care Champions today! 

Outstanding benefit package available!

There’s no place like 
home to shop!

One and two bedroom 

apartments available for Se-

nior Citizens. Indoor laundry, 

community center with daily 

activities and noon meals on 

site. Includes easy access to 

the General Public Transpor-

tation bus. The complex and 

parking are ADA handicap 

accessible.

 Regular business hours are 

Monday through Friday,

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Call Lori for more 

information, 786-258-2956

Herington Hilltop 

Center Apartments
2 South A Street, Herington

Public Notice

The Herington Hilltop Community Center/

City of Herington is submitting an application 

for operating assistance for transportation 

under the U.S.C. (rural public transportation) 

of the Federal Transit Act. The application 

will be for operating funds to help provide 

transportation services in the area. Written 

comments and questions in regards to this 

application are encouraged and will be ac-

cepted until Nov. 23, 2020 and should be 

sent to: Herington Hilltop Community Cen-

ter/City of Herington Executive Director at:

Herington Hilltop Community Center, 2 

South A. Street, Herington, KS 67449.

(First Published in
Dickinson County News Times

on Thursday, November 19, 2020)

Public Notice

The Hilltop Community Center/
City of Herington agency receives 
Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) operating dollars. This fund-
ing is utilized for the purchases of 
fuel, insurance, equipment main-
tenance and storage. This agency 
is seeking Kansas Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) certified 
companies as potential vendors for 
those services. Please contact Hill-
top Community Center, 2 South 
A. Street, Herington, KS, 67449 if 
you are a DBE or are interested in 
learning about the DBE program.

(First Published in
Dickinson County News Times

on Thursday, November 19, 2020)

VETERINARY

Call 785-366-6186

to order your directory ad!

www.stevecrichton.com
www.smchapmanparish.org
www.edwardjones.com
www.chapmanks.com/activities
www.kvkinc.biz
www.mhsks.org
www.harriscropinsurance.com
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News

Chase County Agent Mike Holder Retires  

KANSAS CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale
Steel Cargo/Storage Containers available In 
Kansas City & Solomon Ks. 20s’ 40s’ 45s’ 48s’ & 
53s’  Call 785.655.9430 or go online to chuckhen-
ry.com  for pricing, availability & Freight. Bridge 
Decks.  40’x8’,  48’x8’6”,  90’ x 8’6”  785.655.9430 
chuckhenry.com
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Convoy Systems is hiring Class A drivers to run 
from Kansas City to the west coast. Home Week-
ly! Great Benefits! www.convoysystems.com Call 
Tina ext. 301 or Lori ext. 303 1-800-926-6869.
Misc.
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 855-462-2769
Misc.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Run-
ning or not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 844-268-9386
Misc.
Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the 
best rates from top companies! Call Now! 855-
656-6792.
Misc.
ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!  Save 
your money on your Medicare supplement plan. 
FREE QUOTES from top providers. Excellent 
coverage. Call for a no obligation quote to see 
how much you can save! 855-587-1299
Misc.
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price Guaran-

tee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! Free next day in-
stallation! Call 316-223-4415
Misc.
Get A-Rated Dental Insurance starting at around 
$1 PER DAY! Save 25% on Enrollment Now! No 
Waiting Periods. 200k+ Providers Nationwide. Ev-
eryone is Accepted! Call 785-329-9747 (M-F 9-5 
ET)
Misc.
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated showers.  Call for a 
free in-home consultation:  855-382-1221
Misc.
Medical Billing & Coding Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% online courses. Finan-
cial Aid Available for those who qualify.  Call 888-
918-9985
Misc.
Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 
866-327-2721 today. Free Consultation. No Risk.
Misc.
NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit!  Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 855-939-2090
Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW NOV. 27-29 FRI 4-7 SAT 9-5 SUN 
9-3 GREAT BEND EVENTS CENTER
(3111 10TH STREET) INFO: (563) 927-8176 
www.rkshows.com

Subscription Rates
Single copy ............................................ $1.00
In-State Print/Digital or Digital Only ... $45.00
Out-of-State Print/Digital ..................... $55.00
(tax included in all prices)

David Parker, Owner / Publisher
Alexandra Smith, Page Editor

alexandra.smith085@gmail.com
Savannah DePriest, Office Manager 

office@dickinsonnewstimes.com
Susan Mueller, Staff Writer / Columnist

susanlovespurple@gmail.com
J.R. Sparke, Staff Writer / Columnist

jrsparke@gmail.com
Jan Sciacca, Ad Sales

flinthillsmediaads@gmail.com
Alexandra Smith, Layout & Design

Anna Kristek, Ad Design
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lines. The best way to submit news is to e-mail it to office@dickinsonnewstimes.com or you can drop it 
by our office at 106 N. Broadway, Herington, KS 67449. 
TO ADVERTISE: Dickinson County News-Times offers retail and classified advertising. We can build 
an ad campaign that can fit your budget and reach our loyal readership. Please call or e-mail Jan Sci-
acca at (303) 775-5901 or FlintHillsMediaAds@gmail.com. 
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Notice of Auction

(First Published in
Dickinson County News Times

on Thursday, November 19, 2020)

Citizens State Bank and Trust 

Company to All Persons Concerned:

You are notified that the following 
vehicles were left abandoned at 959 
Trail Rd, Herington, Kansas: 
• 1978, Fiat, X19, Vin-12AS0081840

• 1994, Ford, Ranger, 
 Vin-1FTCR15X7RPB53090
• 2000, Ford, Ranger,
  Vin-1FTZR15V8YPA63423

That as current owner of the real 
estate, Citizens State Bank and Trust 
Company has incurred removal and 
storage charges in the amount of 
$6,150.00. If this amount is not paid 
in full, a public auction will be held on 
December 7, 2020 at 10:00 O’Clock 
a.m. at 314 E Main, Council Grove, 
Kansas 66846 at which time the 
vehicles will be sold to the highest 
bidder for cash unless the owner 
claims the property within ten days 
of the second publication and pays 
the removal and storage charges and 
publication costs.  

Public Notice
(First Published in

Dickinson County News Times
on Thursday, November 26, 2020)

Twin Valley Telephone proposes to 

construct an 86-foot tall communications 

pole.  The site location is Township 12 

South, Range 4 East, Section 23 in 

Geary County, Kansas.  Lat. 38°59’41.5” 

N, Long. 96°57’46.80” W.  The Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA) is not 

expected to require lighting for this 

communications tower due to its size and 

location and no Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) Antenna Structure 

Registration (ASR, Form 854) is 

expected.  Interested persons may 

provide comment as follows:

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS –

Environmental concerns may be raised 

by mailing concerns to: FCC Requests 

for Environmental Review, Attn: 

Ramon Williams, 445 12th Street SW, 

Washington, DC 20554.  Environmental 

concerns may also be provided by email, 

mail, or telephone to the consultant 

identified below.
HISTORIC PROPERTIES EFFECTS 

– Public comments regarding potential 

effects on historic properties may be 
submitted within 30 days from the date 

of this publication to: Quality Services, 

Inc., Sarah Giles, sgiles@qualityservices.

us.com, 1621 Sheridan Lake Road, Suite 

A, Rapid City, SD 57702-3432, 605-388-

5309.

BOYS

Nov. 11
Rural Vista A def. Marion A, 42-29
RV scoring—Riedy 10, Sandford 10, Eskeldson 8, Wittekind 4, Hoff 4, Parker 2, 
Tate 2, Mein 2. Totals: 15-10-10.
RV      10  10  12  10—42
MMS    2    1  10  16—29
Leaders—Rebounds: Eskeldson, 8; Steals: Sanford 5; Assists: Riedy 3; 
Comments from Coach Ryan Ayers—"We started off missing a lot of easy 
shots but came together after four minutes of play.  Defense was great for 
the first two quarters then we started to slack off on the pressure.  Overall, 
was a great game where we came out with a lead and maintained it the rest 
of the game.”

***
Marion B def. Rural Vista B, 15-12
RV scoring—Mein 4, Kasten 4, Effland 2, Glessner 2. Totals: 6-0-2.
RV       2  8  10  *—12
MMS  3  7    9  *—15

***
Nov. 9

Rural Vista A def. St. Xavier A, 35-25
RV leading scorers—Hoff 10, Eskeldson 8. 
RV       5   7  13  10—35
St. X    6   5    2  12—25
Comments from Coach Ryan Ayers—"We started off a little rusty, but even-
tually in the second half we knocked the rust of and played good defense and 
won the game.” 

***
St. Xavier B def. Rural Vista B, 35-7
RV scoring—Effland 4, Mein 3.
RV     2  0    2  3—7
St. X  6  5  15  9—35

GIRLS

Nov. 11
 
Marion A def. Rural Vista A, 31-0
RV scoring—none.

***
St. Xavier’s A def. Rural Vista A, 24-13
RV scoring—Peterson 6, Lietzan 5, Hunnicutt 2. 
Comments from Coach Anne Jirak—"This season will be a big difference from 
last year where we were loaded with eighth graders and currently have two 
on the team. With this young team, our game plan for this season is a com-
plete 180 from the previous seasons. We look to run a lot this year and push 
the ball up the court.  I am excited to see what this young group of girls can 
do this season.” 

Area 6-7-8 grade Basketball gamesMHS Participates in National 
‘Age-Friendly Health Systems’ initiative
Memorial Health System (MHS), in 

Abilene, Kansas, announced today that it 
is part of a movement to improve health 
care for older adults, contributing to a 
goal of 20 percent of U.S. hospitals and 
health systems becoming age-friendly by 
2020.

As part of the Age-Friendly Health 
Systems initiative, the John A. Hartford 
Foundation and the Institute for Health-
care Improvement (IHI), in partnership 
with the American Hospital Association 
and the Catholic Health Association of the 
United States, are helping hospitals and 
other care settings implement a set of 
evidence-based interventions specifically 
designed to improve care for older adults.

The interventions can be tested and 
adapted by participating in what are 
called Age-Friendly Health Systems Ac-
tion Communities. These are collabo-
rative entities comprised of health care 
teams from all over the country who are 
committed to sharing data and learning 
together. All teams strive toward reli-

ably implementing best practices across 
emergency departments, intensive care 
units, medical-surgical units, general 
wards, and primary and specialty care 
settings.

MHS now joins more than 100 health 
systems working to make care for old-
er adults even more tailored to patients’ 
goals and preferences and consistently of 
high-quality.

“MHS has always been on the forefront 
of patient care, and that’s why we want 
to participate in this vital effort. We look 
forward to both sharing our best practic-
es and learning what’s working for oth-
ers,” said Angie Johnson, Chief Nursing 
Officer of MHS. “The Age-Friendly Health 
Systems initiative is an important part of 
our overarching vision to provide every 
older adult with the best care possible.”

The initiative is based on a series of 
practices focused on addressing four 
essential elements of care for older pa-
tients:

- What Matters: Know and align care 

with each older adult’s specific health 
outcome goals and care preferences in-
cluding, but not limited to, end-of-life 
care, and across settings of care.

- Medication: If medication is neces-
sary, use Age-Friendly medication that 
do not interfere with What Matters to the 
older adult, Mobility, or Mentation across 
settings of care.

- Mentation: Prevent, identify, treat, 
and manage dementia, depression, and 
delirium across settings of care.

- Mobility: Ensure that older adults 
move safely every day in order to main-
tain function and do What Matters.

The Age-Friendly Health Systems ini-
tiative was launched in 2017 by the John 
A. Hartford Foundation and IHI, in part-
nership with the American Hospital Asso-
ciation and Catholic Health Association of 
the US, with a commitment to make 20 
percent of hospitals and health systems 
in the United States age-friendly by 2020. 
For more information, visit www.ihi.org/
agefriendly.

Top players named
Athletes from the area were in-

cluded on the Kansas Volleyball 
Association list of 2020 All-State 
Teams.

Named to the honorable mention 
list for Class 2A players was Carrie 

Roe, a senior at Herington High. 
Among the Class 1A division 1 play-

ers, Meghan Brockmeier was named 
to the honorable mention team. A 
Hope High senior, she plays for Ru-
ral Vista. 

By: Frank J. Buchman 
Guest Writer, 
It’s a record of service most likely never 

matched serving agriculture producers in one 
county of Kansas. 

Mike Holder, longtime Chase County Ex-
tension agriculture agent, officially retired on 
November 20, 2020. 

In recent years, Holder has also served as 
director of the Flint Hills Extension District 
including both Chase and Morris counties. 

Holder visited during his final days of Exten-
sion service at his office in Strong City. 

“Helping Flint Hills farmers and ranchers 
make management decisions has been the 
best career one could ever want,” he declared. 

While Kansas has had Extension agents with 
50 years of service, no others are known serv-
ing one county 47 years. 

“There’s speculation it’s a record, but that’s 
not official and doesn’t matter. I’ve had oppor-
tunities for Extension positions in other coun-
ties, but I preferred to stay in Chase County,” 
Holder said. “It’s my home. No better place to 
raise a family while working with Flint Hills 
farmers and ranchers in the great rural com-
munities.” 

Growing up in south central Kansas attend-
ing school most years at Derby, Holder has 
lifetime ties to agriculture.  

“I grew up working with race horses for 
Kandy Anderson, a leading Kansas horseman,” 
Holder appreciated. “He was my mentor and I 
learned a lot not only about horses but about 
life from Kandy Anderson.” 

While Holder’s family had limited farming 
operations, they depended on off-farm in-
come. “Dad worked at airplane factories in 
Wichita, and had some crops and cattle,” Hold-
er said. “I also worked for other farmers in the 
area during high school.” 

Destined for an agriculture career, Hold-
er attended Kansas State University upon 
demanding encouragement from Kandy An-
derson. “I enrolled in the animal science cur-
riculum but always had a job to pay my way 
through college,” Holder said. 

Working both at the bus depot and for the 
Kansas Artificial breeding Service (KABSU) 
during college, Holder graduated in 1971.  

“I stayed in Manhattan two more years while 
my wife completed her teaching degrees,” 
Holder said. “Cheryl Dall and I had been going 
together since high school and got married 
when we were both 19-years-old.” 

After his wife received her Master’s Degree, 
the couple began searching for career oppor-
tunities.  

“There was an Extension agent position 
open in Chase County,” Holder said. “I applied 
for it and was accepted. Fortunately the high 
school also needed a teacher and hired Cheryl. 
We moved to Strong City and it became our 
lifetime home.” 

Holder became the Chase County Extension 
Agriculture Agent in February 1973. “It was just 
what I wanted with the cattle, horses, native 
grasslands, ranchers, farmers, and fine rural 
communities,” he assured. 

Serving not only Extension, Holder became 
involved in all of Chase County. “Our children, 
Kellie and Scott attended school, took part in 
so many activities including 4-H club work,” 
Holder said. “We became members, attended 
and assisted at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. 

“Cheryl taught school for 34 years until she 
passed away after a stringent battle with can-
cer in 2013. That has really been a hardship on 
our family,” Holder said. 

Daughter Kellie is married to Jake Tindle, 
Burdick native, and they live at Severance, 
Colorado, with their three children. Son Scott 
and his wife Amanda now live at Wichita.  

With such a long career of service, Holder 
has seen a lot of transitions in agriculture.  

“The biggest change is in the size of op-
erations and number of producers,” he said. 
“When I started there were a lot more farmers 
and ranchers in Chase County. Today, farms 

and ranches have increased in size and there 
has been a large decrease in the number of 
operators. 

“Perhaps not as much reduction of those 
ranchers who do custom grazing compared to 
other segments of agriculture,” Holder added. 
“Still vast technology advances have had a ma-
jor impact on all of Chase County.” 

While the agriculture industry suffered na-
tionwide, Holder pointed out, “The 1980s were 
tough on Chase County producers.  

“With high interest and low prices, there 
were more bankruptcies from 1979 through 
1987 than ever,” he said. “The Dust Bowl in the 
1930s may have been harder on all of agricul-
ture. But instead of taking bankruptcies, oper-
ators somehow just kept on going.” 

When Holder started his career, Extension 
emphasis was largely on conservation. “There 
was concern about taking care of the grass-
land, burning, and stocking rates,” he said. 
“That has not changed but landowners and 
operators have become more dedicated to 
grassland management, better caregivers of 
the land.” 

However, those in urban areas have con-
tinued to have little knowledge of agriculture 
production. 

“I have spent a lot of time visiting with city 
dwellers about Flint Hills operations,” Holder 
said. “That has been the most enjoyable part of 
my work explaining the Flint Hills to those un-
familiar with the area. So many people still just 
don’t understand the value of efficient cattle 
production and care of these remaining native 
grasslands.” 

Close work with the 4-H program has been 
an additional important part of Holder’s Ex-
tension career.  

“It has been a privilege to work with 4-H 
members learning leadership skills and now 
serving our communities,” he said. “The 4-H 
program is very important to Chase County 
and to all of rural Kansas.”  

While he’ll be officially retired, Holder, 71, 
has no intention of moving from Chase County 
or quitting service to others.  

“I had intended to spend more time with 
my grandchildren, but the pandemic has put 
a hiatus on that,” Holder said. “I have several 
tasks I want to do around my home and acre-
age here at Strong City.” 

Noting that his mom retired when she was 
78-years-old, Holder said, “She had home 
projects lined up too. But after three months, 
Mom had them all done and decided she want-
ed to get a job. I may be the same way. Time 
will tell.” 

Economic development is especially im-
portant to keeping rural counties alive. “I have 
been involved with several groups assisting 
those in need and working to build our com-
munities,” Holder said. “I plan to continue 
serving on those boards.”  

With so many years in development of the 
Chase County Fairgrounds, Holder said, “I’ll 
still help with the fair. It’s one of the oldest in 
the state and a celebration is being planned. 

“Of course, I’ll help at church. There’s always 
plenty of upkeep there,” said Holder, who’s re-
sponsible for church hall rentals. 

Shy about getting recognition for his ser-
vice, Holder opposed a public celebration now 
due to coronavirus concerns. However, those 
in the community are planning to honor him in 
a gathering hopefully next spring. 

A lifetime assisting agriculture and rural 
America, Mike Holder sets a high standard 47 
years in the Kansas Extension Service.
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BE SAFER
THIS WINTER

Volunteers with Herington’s Family Resource Exchange loaded Thanksgiving 

food into vehicles last Wednesday using contactless delivery. Qualified appli-

cants received a complete Thanksgiving meal, including a turkey, potatoes, 

vegetables, bread and a pumpkin pie. Organizers reported a total of 74 fami-

lies were served, which included 189 adults and 119 children. There were eight 

volunteers that assisted with distribution, including City manager Branden 

Dross.                    (Susan Mueller/News-Times)

4-H’ers learn about tie-die
By: Hayden Zerbe
4-H Club Reporter
Swirling??? What does that have 

to do with 4-H?  Abigail Zerbe gave 
a demonstration on how to tie dye 
at the Nov. 8 meeting of the Sol-
omon Wranglers 4-H Club.  She 
shared different techniques she has 
used on t-shirts, a pillowcase and a 
mask that she has created recently.  
After the demonstration, Spencer 
Coup led the club in singing “Happy 
Birthday” to Hayden Zerbe.  

Roll call was answered by “What 
are you thankful for?”  There were 

eight members, two leaders, three 
adults and one guest  present.  

Leader Justin Coup reminded 
members that they need to enroll 
by Dec. 1, but preferably sooner. 
Officer training will be via zoom 
this year. Achievement Banquet 
plans were discussed and it will be 
held virtually.  The office will give 
out “Swag” bags to all 4-H’ers that 
qualified for achievements this past 
year.  Members need to be aware of 
those activities that will be happen-
ing.

Under new business, there was 

discussion on  what to do this year 
for community service. The club 
decided to do Operation Gorilla 
Family and do spaghetti meals in a 
bag.  Club members voted to cov-
er the cost of two pounds of ham-
burger per family.  There will be do-
nation boxes for pasta and sauces 
set up at Dollar General and Bush’s 
Market.  

The next meeting will be Dec. 13 
at 5:30 p.m. at the high school com-
mons.  The meeting adjourned after 
saying the club motto, “To Make the 
Best Better.”

www.caringforyou.org

