
CLEAN WATER FOR NC
FALL MEETING 2021
The Intersection of Civil Rights and Environmental Justice

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH
Virtual Fall Meeting 1PM - 3PM

Civil Rights Museum Virtual Tour 3PM - 4:30PM

WITH SPEAKERS NAEEMA MUHAMMAD AND BELINDA JOYNER



CLEAN WATER FOR NC 
FALL MEETING 2021

PART 1 Saturday, September 25th, 1pm-3pm

PART 2 Saturday, September 25th, 3pm-4:30pm

CWFNC INTRODUCTION TO TITLE VI AND EJ

15 minutes

An introduction by Clean Water for North Carolina about Title VI of

the Civil Rights Act and it's place in Environmental Justice.

AN EJ & TITLE VI CONVERSATION
WITH BELINDA JOYNER & NAEEMA MUHAMMAD

30 minutes

Belinda and Naeema will be speaking about their experiences challenging

environmental injustices in their communities through Title VI.

Q&A AND OPEN DISCUSSION
WITH BELINDA JOYNER & NAEEMA MUHAMMAD

30 minutes

Open floor to ask questions and discuss presented topics with our

speakers and our team.

CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM VIRTUAL TOUR

Register separately for this exclusive and specialized tour from the

International Civil Rights Center and Museum in Greensboro, NC.

CWFNC CLOSING REMARKS

15 minutes

Closing notes and information, as well as thank yous to our

attendees and speakers.

----------------------------------- 10 MINUTE BREAK -----------------------------------



SPEAKER BIOS

BELINDA JOYNER

NAEEMA MUHAMMAD

Belinda Joyner is the Northeast Organizer of Clean Water for NC since

the early 1990s. She grew up in Northampton County and has worked as

a teacher’s assistant specializing in reading skills. She has been involved

in numerous local environmental struggles and founded the Concerned

Citizens of Northampton County.

She has been an effective organizer against threats including a liquid

fertilizer plant, a hazardous waste incinerator, a private prison, and the

Atlantic Coast Pipeline using Title VI challenges against the pipeline.

Joyner has a strong, decades-long history of grassroots organizing for

diverse causes.

Naeema Muhammad has worked as the Community Organizer for the

North Carolina Environmental Justice Network (NCEJN) since 2001,

leading state-wide efforts and supporting grassroots efforts for

environmental and social justice. Since 2014, she has served as

Organizing Co-Director of the NCEJN. She is also a founding member

of Black Workers for Justice in N.C., a community-based organization

founded in 1981 that addresses workers’ rights issues.

Muhammad has worked on two National Institute of Environmental

Health Sciences-funded grants: The Community Health and

Environmental Reawakening project, where she served as the

Community Organizer and worked with communities adjacent to

industrial hog operations; and the Community Health Effects of

Industrial Hog Operations project, where she worked as the Community

Organizer, Environmental Justice Educator, and Interviewer, and

assisted her collaborators in qualitative data analysis.



TITLE VI

Title VI: Increasing Equity, Transparency, and
Environmental Protection in the Permitting of Swine
Operations in North Carolina

This report provides information on process for the Title VI complaint

submitted in 2014 that NCDEQ issued a general permit for swine

operations in violation of Title VI and EPA implementing regulation.

MUSEUM MISSION
STATEMENT

"Animating an iconic landmark

recognized across the globe,

the International Civil Rights

Center & Museum opened in

2010 as a comprehensive

museum of the Civil Rights

Movement in the United States

and an innovative educational

organization devoted to

understanding and advancing

civil and human rights in this

country and the world. It

commemorates the Feb. 1, 1960,

beginning of sit-ins at a whites-

only lunch counter in

Greensboro, by the N.C. A&T

Four college students,

reflecting careful planning

carried out with colleagues at

Bennett College. Their non-

violent direct action challenged

the American People to make

good on promises of personal

equality and civic inclusion

enunciated in the

Constitution..."

Learn more about the museum 

 and it's mission here. 

INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL RIGHTS
CENTER AND
MUSEUM

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

NC DEQ's Anonymous Complaint Tool

This Anonymous Comment Tool allows members of the public to provide

anonymous suggestions or complaints about an environmental concern or

an incident of discrimination involving an environmental concern.  

RESOURCES

ARTICLES AND REPORTS

Improved EPA Oversight of Funding Recipients’ Title
VI Programs Could Prevent Discrimination

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Inspector General

conducted this evaluation to determine whether the EPA has implemented

an oversight system to provide reasonable assurance that organizations

receiving EPA funding comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Civil Rights Enforcement Can Help End Environmental
Racism

In this opinion article by The Hill on November 4th, 2020  the contributor,

Avi S. Garbow, describes how the Civil Rights Act of 1964 might be used to

address environmental racism.

NC DEQ's Title VI Compliance Webpage

North Carolina's DEQ has several documents and links with information on

an overview of the policy, complaint forms and guidelines as well as

recent actions taken by the department.

NC DEQ's Community Mapping Tool

The North Carolina Community Mapping System is an interactive tool that

allows the public to access, map, and analyze the state’s permitting and

environmental data. For more information on how to use the tool, please

go to the Community Tools page on our website.

https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/EJ/2020-05-04-Title-VI-final-Settlement-Report.pdf
https://www.sitinmovement.org/
https://www.sitinmovement.org/
https://deq.nc.gov/outreach-education/environmental-justice/nc-deq-anonymous-comment-tool
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-09/documents/_epaoig_20200928-20-e-0333.pdf
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/525974-civil-rights-enforcement-can-help-end-environmental-racism
https://deq.nc.gov/permits-regulations/title-vi-compliance#:~:text=Title%20VI%20also%20applies%20to%20recipients%20of%20federal,that%20passes%20through%20another%20State%20agency%20to%20NCDEQ.
https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1eb0fbe2bcfb4cccb3cc212af8a0b8c8
https://cwfnc.org/tools/


MORE ABOUT US!

ABOUT THE SURVEY

Take the anonymous Private

Well User Survey! Although

exposure to naturally

occurring and man-made

contaminants in North

Carolina groundwater is

known to pose public health

risks, private wells are not

regulated under the federal

Safe Drinking Water Act.

To help us better understand

community needs and

concerns, we are inviting all

individuals who rely on a

private well for their drinking

water source to participate in

our ongoing, anonymous

Private Well User Survey.

WELL USERS

PROGRAMS

POLLUTER ACCOUNTABILITY
Partner with specific downstream or downwind groups

and coalitions to work for stronger permits and

enforcement, including filing legal challenges where

there is an opportunity to set a strong precedent.

WATER JUSTICE
Ensure that North Carolinians know the source of their

drinking water, the threats to its safety, and their

responsibility for its protection. Research and educate

the public on drinking water source protection, the

right to safe, affordable water, and threats to both

ground and surface water.

SCAN THE
QR CODE!

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
Provide effective, accountable organizing and

technical assistance, especially to people-of-color,

low-income and rural communities, to increase

knowledge, skills, and action to protect human health

and community environments.

CONTACTS

VERONICA OAKLER
Executive Director; veronica@cwfnc.org

BELINDA JOYNER
Northeastern Organizer; joynerjb60@yahoo.com

AMANDA STRAWDERMAN
Program Director, Polluter Accountability; amanda@cwfnc.org

RACHEL VELEZ
Program Director, Water Justice; rachel@cwfnc.org

CHRISTINE DIAZ
EJ Organizer & Researcher; christine@cwfnc.org

SHELBY CLINE
EJ Organizer & Researcher; shelby@cwfnc.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgs6ydN5-8B4LUrB_fF9Z4TZK0x9trOklJzpZQjb2xbDzfEQ/viewform


"You can call it institutionalized racism or
institutionalized inequality, but what I say is that
any system that operates to maintain inequality
is a corrupt system and must be addressed."

GET INVOLVED!
Are you interested in working with communities for

Environmental Justice? Join our volunteer program! You can

work remotely or come to our Asheville or Durham offices.

FILL OUT OUR INTEREST FORM HERE

Dr. Robert Bullard

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1473168
https://cwfnc.org/3656-2/volunteer-with-us-2/

