
 May Brings Expanded Hours, 
New Menus and New Venues to 

Shangri-La Resort 
 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina 

Resort Pool Rules 

Sunshine and warmer tem-

peratures also mean our popu-

lar resort pool, splash pad, tan-

ning ledge, and hot tub will be 

drawing crowds. Please remem-

ber those are amenities offered 

exclusively to our registered 

hotel guests, Shangri-La mem-

bers, and guests who are accom-

panied to the pool by hosting 

Shangri-La members. It is okay 

for our members to bring 

guests, but it is NOT okay to 

send guests. Unaccompanied 

guests and the general public are 

not allowed at the pool in an 

effort to maintain this asset as a 

member and hotel guest exclu-

sive amenity.  

& Grill also has some fantastic 

new menu items and continues 

three-meal-a-day service seven 

days a week while expanding 

hours of operation to offer a 

late-night menu until midnight 

Friday and Saturday nights; and 

warmer weather brings the 

opening of both the Pool Bar as 

well as another year of summer 

fun at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar with 

some great new menu items, as 

well. The Thursday Night 

Shrimp Boil & Karaoke fun with 

Jason Morgan kicks off for an-

other season in addition to live 

entertainment at Doc’s every 

Friday night and at Eddy’s every 

Friday and Saturday night, with 

expanded entertainment on 
holiday weekends.  
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

The arrival of May brings a 

dramatic increase in Oklahoma 

tourism and the arrival of a very 

busy time of year at Shangri-La 

Resort – and our team is geared 

up to add to our growing list of 

fun events, booming golf activity, 

seasonal amenities, expanded 

hours of operation and additional 

dining and entertainment opera-

tions. 

The Galley food court at The 

Anchor Activity Park has an ex-

panded menu and now provides 

food service from 11:00 a.m. seven 

days a week. The Summit Restau-

rant begins providing seven-day-a-

week lunch service in addition to 

dinner service Thursday-Sunday 

(open to the public for Sunday 
evening dinner service). Doc’s Bar 

Continued on page 2…  
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Golf, Golf, Golf 

If you want to make sure you have the 

right clubs for a busy summer on the golf 

course, make plans to attend our Demo Day 

Saturday, May 7 from 9:00-1:00. We’ll have a 

wide variety of Ping, Callaway and Titleist 

clubs to try. For a fitting, email Ryan Dalton 

at ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com. If you think 

the problem might be something other than 

your clubs, Ryan and Joe Hassler continue 

their clinics throughout the month at 3:00 

p.m. each Saturday afternoon. Cost is just 

$2 5 .  Em a i l  R y an  or  J o e  a t 

joe.hassler@shangrilaok.com to sign up. 

The Friday Night Horse Race is back 

for another summer, along with our first 

Alternate Shot Horse Race event Friday of 

Memorial Weekend and a big Dock Shots 

competition on Saturday of the holiday 

weekend. Mark your calendar for those fun 
events. 

Rob Yanovitch and his crew have al-

ready hosted our first 18-Hole Couples Mix-

er of the year, and another one is scheduled 

for May 22. In addition to lots of member 

play on of 27 championship holes, we also 

have a lot of golf groups headed our way 

including a PGA Junior/Senior Championship 

Tournament May 9; and another season for 

both the Men’s Golf Association and the 

Shangri-La Women’s Golf Association is also 

well underway.  

We are honored to have upcoming 

features on our golf course in Golf Oklahoma 

Magazine, Golf Digest, and Midwest Golfing 

Magazine. Justin May and his team have the 

course in fantastic shape, and we’re excited 

to be recognized as Oklahoma’s premiere 

golf destination. 

Remember What the Golf Course is For…

and What It’s NOT For 

As the golf season peaks, please re-

member that our course has one purpose 

and ONLY one purpose – GOLF! It is not 

for short cuts to a neighbor’s house, a quick 

path to The Anchor or the pool, taking 

morning or evening strolls, or sending the 

kids for a golf cart ride. No golf carts are 

ever to be on the course except Shangri-La 

carts or private carts specifically permitted 

by the golf club with permits on display. The 

golf course and all the cart paths are abso-

lutely closed to all traffic after dark. 

Par 3 Course Progress 

The Battlefield, our new 18-hole Par 3 

course is rapidly becoming the talk of the 

golf community throughout the entire re-

gion, and we are progressing on schedule. 

The layout is complete, tee boxes and 

greens complexes are laid out, liners have 
been installed in ponds, cart path construc-

tion is underway, the irrigation system is 

Continued from page 1…  

nearing completion, pumps are being in-

stalled and we will begin laying sod this 

month. 

The scenery continues to change 

every day on this sensational new course 

slated for official opening in the Spring of 

2023. It will, without a doubt, be one of 

the most spectacular Par 3 courses in the 

nation! 

With all the arcade games, virtual 

reality challenges, and golf and shooting 

simulator bays – not to mention the most 

popular sports bar in the area and indoor 

tennis and pickleball – there’s always plenty 

of fun at The Anchor; but we have some 

very special events on the calendar this 

month. 

The Anchor – Fun for Kids of All Ages 

A popular run for “Tuesday Trivia” is 

over until Fall at The Anchor, and the 
Spring Pool League, and Spring Golf League 

have completed play for the season, but 

there are plenty of fun events on The An-

chor calendar. 

“Closest to the Pin” competition 

continues through Sunday, May 8 in the 

simulator bay. Stop by anytime and inform 

staff members that you want to join in the 

competition. Registration is also underway 

for our summer WIFFLE® Ball League 

which will begin play the 26th of this 

month.  

There’s a Shuffleboard Tournament 

set for Saturday, May 7, a Pickleball Skills 

Competition May 14, and a Cornhole 

Tournament on Memorial Day. 

May is a big month for the sports bar 

at The Anchor, too. We have great PGA 

golf coverage every week, including the 

PGA Championship at Southern Hills May 

19-22. The NBA Playoffs are underway, 

continuing throughout the month, and the 

NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs get underway 

this week, as well, and NASCAR coverage 

continues throughout the summer. 

There is no better place to entertain 

the kids and grandkids. Arcade games, 

virtual reality arenas, pop-a-shot basketball, 

and a variety of challenges await the young-

sters in any kind of weather, along with the 

outdoor WIFFLE® Ball, basketball, corn-

hole, and fishing fun outdoors. 

There is always something to enter-

tain kids of all ages at The Anchor! 

The Racquet Club at The Anchor  

is a Busy Place 

Tennis and pickleball play at The Rac-

quet Club at The Anchor are running at 

record pace. Todd Kerr and his team have 

put together an aggressive schedule of fun 
events, lessons, clinics, and opportunities 

to make new friends on both the outdoor 

and indoor courts. 

During the month of May, there is a 

variety of weekly Pickleball Drills, Tennis 

Drills, Ladies’ Morning Mixers, Co-Ed Pick-

leball Mixers, and a weekly Monday 

“Competitive Night” for those who are a 

little more serious about the games. 

On-the-Water Fun, Too! 

Shangri-La Marina is open seven days 

a week to make sure you have every op-

portunity for on-the-water fun including 

availability of both diesel and gasoline, as 

well as boating accessories and supplies, 

souvenirs, apparel, footwear, sunglasses, 

bathing suits and great snacks and beverag-

es.  

If you don’t have your own boat or 

personal watercraft, Sail Grand at the ma-

rina offers rental of pontoons, tritoons, 

personal watercraft, and a line-up of new 
Chaparral open-bow runabouts, as well as 

available yacht charters. Oklahoma’s only 

opportunity for parasailing adventures 

begins for the season Memorial Weekend. 

Great Live Entertainment 

Shangri-La is the place where music 

lovers, singers, and dancers gather, as well. 

In addition to weekly Thursday Night 

Shrimp Boil & Karaoke fun with Jason Mor-

gan each week, the Friday night entertain-

ment line-up at Doc’s Bar & Grill this 

month includes Kevin Price, Mark Gibson, 

Chloe Johns, and Ryan Graham. Terry Jordan 

entertains at The Summit Friday & Satur-

day nights; and the summer music gets 

underway at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar with DJ T-

Bone and Hypnotik May 20 and 21. There 

are four days of great live music on the 

Memorial Weekend holiday schedule at 

Eddy’s including performances by The Jon 

Moody Band, 5th Element, Torn, and Brett N’ 

Terri. 

Download Shangri-La’s  

Free Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow us on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter, Instagram, 

and Pinterest. 

Thank you for your support, your 

patronage, and your friendship. We hope 

you will join us often at Shangri-La Resort 

– any time you have the sudden urge to 
Escape the Ordinary.  

 

mailto:ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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Chef’s Special beginning with our Cinco de Mayo cele-

bration with Mexican food specials May 5-8. The 

weekly specials and themes will change every week 

throughout the summer. There’s always something 

new at Doc’s Bar & Grill! 

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION  

AT THE SUMMIT, TOO 
The Summer season is underway, and that means 

expanded hours of operation at The Summit Restau-

rant. We are now offering lunch service seven days a 

week (limited menus Tuesday & Wednesday) and 

dinner service Thursday-Sunday. 
Naturally, we’re excited about the busiest Sunday 

of the year on May 8 at the Summit. If you don’t al-

ready have your reservations for our awesome Moth-

er’s Day Buffet, you’ll want to get that done right 

away!  

ALSO COMING THIS MONTH –  

EDDY’S LAKESIDE BAR! 
Later this month, Eddy’s Lakeside Bar will be 

pulling in the boating and golfing crowd with great 

weekend entertainment and al fresco dining & drinking 

fun in the sun! Opening in Mid-May, new menu offer-

ings at Eddy’s will include Chicken Thigh Wings, a 

Black & Blue Burger (Angus patties with Blue Cheese 

& Bacon), Caesar Salad and Chicken Caesar Salad, 

Chicken Bites, and Corn Dogs.  
We are really excited about season ahead – and 

some fabulous new menu items at all our popular 

venues.  

LIVE MAY ENTERTAINMENT  

AT DOC’S AND EDDY’S 
With school wrapping up and warmer weather 

arriving, there are more folks showing up at Grand 

Lake each week – and everyone is looking for great 

entertainment. At Shangri-La venues, we’ve got you 

covered!  
The May Friday Night Entertainment line-up at 

Doc’s Bar & Grill features Kevin Price, Mark Gibson, 

Chloe Johns, and Ryan Graham.  Jason Morgan will con-

tinue to lead the karaoke fun all month long with his 

awesome Singo musical game at our popular Thursday 

Night Shrimp Boils.  
At Eddy’s Lakeside Bar, the waterfront entertain-

ment line-up for the summer is in place, starting Fri-

day, May 20 with DJ T-Bone, followed by the great 

band Hypnotik the next night. For Memorial weekend, 

we have four days of musical fun with the Jon Moody 

Band Friday night, red-hot 5th Element Saturday, Torn 

on Sunday, and Brett N’ Terri wrapping up the holiday 

weekend on Monday. Get out your dancing shoes! 
We appreciate your including us as your go-to 

source for food, beverages, live entertainment – and 

fun! We’ll keep it coming your way all year long. 

We’re looking forward to a really fun Summer and 

busy days & nights ahead at Shangri-La. In the mean-

time… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef  

Everybunny loved the Easter Brunch buffets at The Summit and Doc’s.  

Next up? Mother’s Day Brunches May 8. 

I don’t even know where to begin. On the heels of a crazy busy April in-

cluding sensational turnouts at the Delaware County InVESTment Dinner and 

our Easter Brunches at both the Summit Restaurant and Doc’s Bar & Grill, we 

have now officially arrived at the outrageously busy season in the Shangri-La 

Food & Beverage operation.  

SEVEN-DAY-A-WEEK FOOD SERVICE AT THE ANCHOR 
The Galley at The Anchor now offers food service beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

seven days a week – along with a revised menu you’ll want to check out. By 

popular demand, have added a Ball Park Burger, as well as Chicken Salad, Chick-

en Thigh Wings, and a wonderful addition to our flatbreads menu – Chicken 

Bacon Ranch! 

SUMMER HOURS AND NEW MENU AT DOC’S 
We’ll cut loose with a new menu Wednesday, May 4 at Doc’s Bar & Grill. 

Our new menu includes the addition of a Southwest Salad, a Cajun Shrimp Po 

Boy Sandwich, a Chicken Salad Croissant, a Fried Bacon Chicken Ranch Sand-

wich, and a Mediterranean Vegetarian Sandwich, as well as a Steak of the Week, 

Mediterranean Salmon, a Fried Shrimp Platter, Caprese Pasta, Green Beans & 

Roasted Peppers, and a Wild Rice Pilaf – all in addition to the current Doc’s 

favorites. 
Doc’s, of course, is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner seven days a week 

– and we are now extending our hours of operation to midnight on Friday & 

Saturday nights with a special menu of late-night offerings from 10:00 p.m.-

midnight. And yes…the popular Sunday Brunch at Doc’s continues! 

IT’S SHRIMP BOIL TIME! 
With the winter months behind us and al fresco dining season arriving, our 

Thursday night Karaoke, Singo & Prime Rib special has been replaced with 

SHRIMP BOIL season! Jason Morgan will still be on hand to host all the Thurs-

day night musical fun and games – but instead of Prime Rib, the official fun time 

Thursday night special is our popular Shrimp Boil. 
The month of May means the end of our winter offerings of “Taco & Te-

quila Tuesday” and “Craft Burger & Booze Wednesday” offerings and our 

weekly Friday Night Chef’s Special. Instead, we now offer a weekly Themed 
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THE BUSY SEASON IS HERE! 

The month of May means on-the-water fun – and the 

2022 summer rush is officially underway. We’re ready. The 

marina has been totally dewinterized, so there is water availa-

ble on all the docks and pump-out facilities at the fuel dock are 

operational.  

We have been working throughout the winter and spring 

months to take care of maintenance and landscaping; and new 

locking systems are being installed for added security for our 

slip renters. As always, both gasoline and diesel fuel are availa-

ble at the fuel dock which is now open seven days a week 9:00-

5:00. We will expand our hours of operation to 9:00-6:00 be-

ginning Memorial Weekend. 

VISIT THE SHIP STORE 

The Shangri-La Marina Ship Store is a great place to find 

shelves full of unique logoed clothing items, swimsuits, life jack-

ets, hats & caps, souvenirs, boating accessories, sunglasses, 

water toys for the kids, as well as ice, snacks, beverages & fabu-

lous ice cream treats. We still have some great hoodies and 

clothing for chilly evenings, and new merchandise is arriving 
daily for the summer season, as well. Check out our great long-

sleeve shirts with built-in UPF 50 sun protection. 

If you haven’t visited the Ship Store for a few weeks, you 

haven’t seen everything that is available for boaters, lake lovers, 

and visiting tourists.  We are open seven days a week, so we’re 

always here for your shopping convenience. 

BOAT RENTALS ARE BACK WITH MORE OPTIONS 

The boat and personal watercraft rentals are already busy. 

This year, we have added great new options in the rental fleet. 

In addition to our fleet of pontoons, tritoons, and personal 

watercraft, we have added four new Chaparral bowriders to 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

There’s plenty of fun merchandise for kids of all ages at the  

Shangri-La Marina Ship Store. 

the rental fleet at Sail Grand – two 21-footers and two 23-footers. All 

boats in our rental fleet are no older than three years.  

We have a great new option added to our rental boats providing 

greater efficiency and safety for our renters. All boats have a GPS 

tracker system that allows us to locate renters in the event of an 

emergency. The same system also includes a geofencing system that 

alerts drivers of our rental boats if they are approaching an area that is 

unsafe or may present boating hazards. 

Yacht charters are also available, and Sail Grand also offers Okla-

homa’s only parasailing adventures, opening for the 2022 season on 

Memorial Weekend. Call 918-257-6000 or handle reservations online 

at www.sailgrand.com.  

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT OPTIONS ACCESSIBLE BY BOAT 

Fun at Shangri-La is always accessible by boat – seven days a 

week. Both Doc’s Bar & Grill and The Anchor at Shangri-La are open 

seven days a week year-round. Both are just a few steps from the 

courtesy slips at Shangri-La Marina. Doc’s is open for breakfast, lunch, 

and dinner and also offers a late-night menu Friday and Saturday nights 

until midnight (with live entertainment Friday nights). Friday night en-

tertainers in May include Kevin Price, Mark Gibson, Chloe Johns, and Ryan 
Graham.  

The Anchor is open 11:00-10:00 Sunday-Thursday, and 10:00-

midnight Friday & Saturday. Eddy’s Lakeside Bar at the marina will also 

open for weekend fun May 20, including live entertainment on Friday 

and Saturday nights all summer long! DJ T-Bone and Hypnotik kick off 

the summer entertainment at Eddy’s May 20-21; and we have an in-

credible four-day line-up of entertainment over the Memorial Week-

end holiday – the Jon Moody Band Friday, 5th Element Saturday, Torn 

Sunday, and Brett N’ Terri on Memorial Day Monday. There is also a 

new menu at Eddy’s this year. Come check out the great food, fun, and 

live entertainment every weekend at Grand Lake’s most popular on-

the-water bar & restaurant. 

ADDED BENEFITS FOR SHANGRI-LA MARINA SLIP RENTERS  

If you have a slip at Shangri-La Marina, I want to remind you that 

our slip renters pay no initiation fee for membership at Shangri-La 

Resort, so there is no reason for you to not get the full benefit of the 

ever-growing line-up of events and amenities! The fabulous resort pool 

and fitness center are available only to registered hotel guests and 

Shangri-La members – and membership provides lots of other benefits 

including daily access to the Summit Restaurant and available discounts 

for the fabulous facilities at The Anchor. 

Our marina crew is here for you if you need anything at all. If you 

have questions or need assistance, stop by any time, email mari-

na@shangrilaok.com, or give us a call at 918-257-4898. 

The Battlefield 

http://www.sailgrand.com
mailto:marina@shangrilaok.com
mailto:marina@shangrilaok.com
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Golf Shop Assistant Carrie Moore has deep family ties at  

Shangri-La — and equally deep Shangri-La roots of her own. 

The life of Golf Shop Assistant Carrie Moore reminds 

me a little like the song Johnny Cash and Hank Snow made 

famous – “I’ve Been Everywhere.” 

Born on the big island of Hawaii, her dad’s construction 

business took them to the mainland when she was five years 

old. That move was followed by more moves – Montana, 

Wyoming, Idaho, Utah, Oregon, and seven years in Las Vegas 

before the family moved to Grove. 

“Mom & Dad had great friends they knew in Hawaii who 

had moved to Grove. They told my folks it was a great place 

to live and a great place to raise a daughter – so we moved!” 

Carrie graduated from high school in Grove and attend-

ed college at NEO and the University of Oklahoma before 

she was on the move again. 

“It was a dream of mine to be either a great surfer or a 

great skier,” she laughs, “so I moved to Crested Butte, Colo-

rado to become a ski bum. You have to live it to become 

good at it, right? So, after a couple of torn ACLs, I finally got 

pretty good at it.” 

Carrie was in Crested Butte for twenty years, managing 
restaurants when she wasn’t on the ski slopes. That’s where 

she met her husband, Marc Schellhorn who was a profession-

al skier and an instructor. Eventually, the seasonal nature of a 

careers in Crested Butte led to yet another move. 

“We didn’t want to leave Colorado, so we decided to 

try the city life,” she recalls. “We spent ten years there. I 

managed the front of the house for ‘The Universal,’ a restau-

rant some friends of ours owned. It was a family affair for a 

Staff Spotlight: Carrie Moore 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

while. Marc actually managed the kitchen at ‘The Universal’ for a 

while, before his love of motorcycles took him into the business of 

selling Harley Davidson motorcycles and cars.” 

Ultimately, the couple wanted to be closer to Carrie’s mom. 

“She wouldn’t move to Denver, so we moved to Monkey Is-

land,” Carrie says. 

It wasn’t a difficult decision. Carrie has always loved Grand 

Lake – and she first brought Marc here for a summer shortly after 

they met in Crested Butte. 

“I’ve always had a special place in my heart for Oklahoma and 

Grand Lake,” she says. “I guess I always wanted my childhood 

back.” 

It’s not only Grand Lake that reminds her of her younger 

years, though. It’s also Shangri-La where she had her first job. Long-

time Monkey Islanders will remember the “dinner and a show” 

restaurant at “the old” Shangri-La called “The Greenery.” That’s 

where Carrie first planted her Shangri-La roots. To give you an idea 

how long ago that was, she met the late great Yankee slugger Mick-

ey Mantle there when he was still hosting his Mickey Mantle Charity 

Golf Classic at the resort. 
“I’ve always loved Monkey Island and Shangri-La,” she says. 

“When we decided to move back here, I wanted to work at Shangri

-La. I started bartending at Doc’s, but I always watched the Shangri-

La website for job openings. When I saw the opening for golf shop 

assistant, I applied immediately.” 

Marc was already working at Shangri-La as a valued member of 

the golf course maintenance crew. He introduced her to Rob Ya-

novitch and Jerrod Neighbors and, as they say, the rest is history. 

She was offered the job the next day and leaped at the opportunity. 

She actually first learned to play golf by playing with her dad at 

Shangri-La, so working in golf operations is another step in a return 

to her younger years. She’s working now to improve her game and 

spends time handling arrangements for guests, members – and the 

Shangri-La Women’s Golf Association. 

“I love it,” she says. “It’s similar to my years in food & bever-

age because our goal is the same – to make sure our members and 

guests enjoy everything they do at Shangri-La. I had no experience 

in golf operations, but the guys have been really good about show-

ing me the ropes. Rob is all about customer service and, in that 

regard, it’s a lot like my years in food & beverage. Everything we do 

is about customer service.” 

Carrie and Marc both enjoy boating, golf, and skiing, of course; 

but their true passion at this point is motorcycles. Both ride Har-

leys and Marc has a dirt bike, as well. They also love to travel, with 

Costa Rica topping Carrie’s list of favorite destinations. 

Shangri-La is truly a family affair for Carrie. In addition to 

Marc’s work with the golf course maintenance, her mother Lyn is 

Manager of the Ship Store at Shangri-La Marina. 

“I really wanted Mom’s job,” she says jokingly, “but she would-

n’t turn loose. We’re all one happy family. Monkey Island is our 

home and now my entire family works at Shangri-La,” she laughs. 

“Fortunately, we have a small family!”  

Shangri
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Member Profile: Larry and Joyce Duke 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Many people have made a decision to spend more time at 

Grand Lake as a result of a summer visit, but no one’s story can 

compete with Grand Lakers Larry and Joyce Duke, owners of 

The Shebang, Big Shots Rhythm & Booze and The Den of Uniquity 

on Monkey Island.  They had never been to Grand Lake, but they 

came here looking for a summer job and a chance to help pay for 

their boat by renting it out.  That was fifty-one years ago! 

The two young Northwest Oklahoma school teachers made 

the trek to Grand Lake with their newly purchased boat in the 

summer of 1971 in hopes of gathering enough boat rental income 

to help pay for their new purchase. Wowed by the expansive 

operations of Shangri-La Resort, they pitched founder-owner 

Charles Davis to hire them to administer a children’s program.  

He even added their “rental boat” to the Shangri-La fleet. 

By the end of the summer, the new Shangri-La Recreation 

Team had been such a hit, Mr. Davis offered them full-time jobs.  

Having already signed teaching contracts for the coming year, they 

returned to northwest Oklahoma to fulfill their commitments; but 

returned the next May – and they have been Grand Lakers ever 

since. 
They became “poster children” for Shangri-La, heading up 

the “fun events” and were prominently featured in Shangri-La 

advertising materials. They were an integral part of Shangri-La’s 

legendary recreation and entertainment programs. 

“I can’t believe the things we did back then,” Joyce recalls. 

“We’d load an El Camino bed full of kids and take off on adven-

tures.  We put 40 or 50 kids on a Bluewater and headed down 

the lake.  Nobody thought a thing about it.” 

The Dukes are known for their promotional skills and their 

entrepreneurial spirit, but their careers have passed through a 

significant number of valleys enroute to the hilltop.  Take, for 

example, that opportunity to sell, uh… tire sealant.   

“Yep, we quit our jobs at Shangri-La, bought a bunch of that 

sealant, and got ready to make a fortune,” Joyce laughs.  “That’s 

when we found out it contained asbestos.  Not only could we 

not sell it, we had to pay someone to get rid of it.  We were 

geniuses!” 

Fortunately, they had terrific skill sets and a commitment 

to remain at Grand Lake.  Larry started a business installing 

water and sewer lines. Joyce went into real estate sales and 

simultaneously went back to teaching (fifth grade) in Grove. 

In 1980, reflecting on their early rental success with that 

one boat in 1971, they decided to go into the sailboat rental 

business, purchasing ten catamarans. 

“As far as I know, that is the only summer in Oklahoma 

history when there was absolutely no wind,” Larry says.  

“Except right at the end, when a tornado scattered our boats 

along the highway all the way to Bernice.  By the time I could 

get to them all, six of them had been stolen.  Geniuses again!” 

he laughs. 

Grand Lakers are far more familiar with the Dukes’ more 

recent businesses.  They eventually acquired the property that 

now hosts the Den of Uniquity and the popular Shebang Res-
taurant, which opened June 4, 1984, and is now moving into its 

38th consecutive year of operation. They have grown continu-

ously, adding an adult dining area, an outdoor dining & drinking 

patio, a balcony karaoke bar and, in 1999, Big Shots Rhythm & 

Booze, the popular club across Main Street Monkey Island from 

Shebang and the Den. 

Joyce’s outrageous promotions have legitimately earning 

the nickname “Crazy Joyce.”  There have been lip-offs, kroak-

offs, poop-offs, turtle races, “drag” races (men in a foot race 

wearing high heels and dresses), golf cart races, cow patty golf 

tournaments, Egret festivals with outrageous “queen” competi-

tions, “Old Coots” no talent/talent shows, hayrides, Christmas 

caroling, DJs, bands, hypnotists, theater presentations, and 

karaoke contests; and outrageous ideas continue to spring from 

the creative minds of these Grand Lake icons. Larry quietly 

serves as the steadying force behind the scenes, even introduc-

ing himself to new acquaintances as “Mr. Joyce Duke.” 

Operating three full-time businesses, one of which is open 

seven days a week, can dominate your schedule, but the Dukes 

manage to work in some hobbies, too.  Larry’s knowledge of 

performance boats and cars is as well-known as his love of 

sports.  Joyce sneaks away from obligations for card night with 

the girls and Tuesdays on the water.  Both are enthusiastic 

about the Grand Lake area’s economic growth, largely because 

of owner Eddy Gibbs’ commitment to the “new” Shangri-La. 

“We can’t sing enough praises for Eddy Gibbs and what he 

has done at Shangri-La,” Joyce says.  “He’s just like another Mr. 

Davis.  If people say he can’t do something, he proves he can.  

It’s just great – great for this entire part of Oklahoma.” 

Ironically, the same could be said of Larry and Joyce Duke.  

From the start-up of a restaurant during the brink of Oklaho-

ma’s mid-80s economic collapse to their success against all 

odds due to their never-say-die attitude, they are truly a one-of

-a-kind couple.  As they begin their 38th year at one of Grand 

Lake’s most popular dining and drinking establishments, their 

enthusiasm remains undaunted. 

In their attitude, dedication, loyalty, integrity and innova-

tive spirit…as in their business, Larry and Joyce Duke truly 

have “The Whole Shebang.”  

Larry and Joyce Duke came to Grand Lake for a summer job in 1971, 

and the legendary Islanders have been here ever since! 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

Weekday fee for non-members is $40 per court, per hour and 

$50 per court, per hour on the weekends. Outdoor play pricing 

remains unchanged.   

The Racquet Club is hosting a Siete de Mayo Pickleball Mixer 

on May 7th at 7:00 p.m. immediately following the Kentucky Der-

by Party at the Sports Bar. Siete de Mayo is a “no cost” event for 

members and a $10 guest fee for non-members to participate. For 

more information, please contact Todd Kerr, Racquet Club Direc-

tor at Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com or 918-787-1235.  

The Racquet Club will be hosting a Youth Tennis Camp June 

6-8th Monday-Wednesday from 9 AM – 11 AM. It is open to ages 6

-14, $200 per camper and the registration fee includes a souvenir 

keepsake racquet, hat and a t-shirt. To sign up visit bit.ly/

sltenniscamp, email todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com, or call 918-787-

1235. 

The Racquet Club will be hosting a Youth Pickleball Camp 

June 27th-29th Monday-Wednesday from 9 AM – 11 AM. It is open 

to ages 6-14, $200 per camper and registration fee includes a sou-

venir keepsake paddle, hat and a t-shirt. To sign up visit bit.ly/

slpballcamp, email todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com, or call 918-787-
1235. 

UPCOMING AT THE ANCHOR: 

Closest to the Pin Virtual Golf Challenge! 

During the first week of every month for Spring we host a 

Closest to the Pin Virtual Golf Challenge! The way it works: Bring 

$10 cash to the Anchor Command Center and grab one of our 

amazing staff members and tell them you would like to participate 

in the challenge. You will get ONLY 5 shots to try and hit closest 

to the pin. Early bird Special: IF you play BEFORE FRIDAY, you get 

entered to win a $50 Gamecard. If you get a hole in one or within 

a foot of the hole, you will automatically receive half of that cash 

pot. If no one is able to get a hole in one or within a foot of the 

hole, the participant that is closest to the pin for that week will 

win half of the cash pot. Third Hole is PGA National Hole 17, 

running from Monday May 2nd to Sunday May 8th. 

Anchor Raceday NASCAR Squares 

Fire up those engines and head down to the Anchor for NAS-

CAR Raceday! Every week we will update our NASCAR Square 

board with the current Top 10 Racer Standings and display them 

for you to see! You will pick your choice of who you believe will 

win first and second place and we write your name on that square. 

Your first square is FREE. If you would like to have an additional 

square to better your odds, you’re in luck! We have teamed up 

with Food & Beverage to bring you a special offer just for NAS-

CAR! For just $15 you get one additional square, a soft drink, a 

hot dog of choice and a run of 3 laps on our CXC racing simula-

tor! Our CXC sim is the same system that professional NASCAR 

drivers use to train and practice for their next race, so let’s get 

you behind the wheel! If you have any questions or comments 

please contact Lee Lawson at Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com for 

more info!  

Stay tuned for Wiffle Ball League Sign ups! 

The Anchor at Shangri-La is in the process of creating a 

Wiffle Ball League to be hosted at our Mini-Fenway Wiffle® Ball 

park throughout the summer! If you or your family and friends are 

interested, please let us know and sign up! More details will be 

released as league time approaches, but until then the Wiffleball 

League Registration is open. Play will begin on May 26th.If you 

have any questions or comments please contact 

Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com for more info!  
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Anchor Activity 
by Shaun Tune, Director of Anchor Operations 

We have been having a blast over here at The Anchor the 

last few weeks, and we just wanted to give a big THANK YOU 

to all of our staff, members, guests, and everybody else who has 

been making memories here! Without you we wouldn’t be hav-

ing all this fun, so thank you to everybody! Let’s Dive In! 

Trivia Wrap-up 

Tuesday Trivia was the surprise smash hit of 2022 spring 

season, and our dedicated group of brainiacs has tested 

knowledge across 55 different trivia categories since January! 

Numerous teams have come out victorious, and we can’t wait to 

start back up in the fall after a necessary break to get through 

the Shangri-La summer season. A huge THANK YOU to all of 

our awesome participants! 

Spring Pool League Championship 

The Spring Pool League concluded its play in April, with 

team “Kings” taking top prize with an impressive 4-1 record. 

Team “Heavy D” came in second place at 3-2. 18 players partici-

pated throughout the season and had a terrific time! There are 

some real “sharks” here on this island, but these sharks don’t 

bite – they are quite friendly and enjoy competing at the tables. 
Look for a competitive tournament to pop up in August, fol-

lowed by another league forming in the fall. We’ll be looking to 

grow to 8 teams (24 total players), so be ready to join up! 

Anchor First Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

We had an amazing turnout on Easter Sunday for the first 

ever Anchor Easter Egg Hunt! Nearly 200 kiddos from all over 

the region showed up to hunt over 2,000 eggs that were hidden 

throughout the Wiffle® Ball park, basketball court, and adjacent 

outdoor areas. We even had a very special guest helping out – 

the Easter Bunny! The Anchor is proud to have hosted this com-

munity event and we look forward to improving and expanding 

it next year! 

All Things Racquet Club 

The dome is OPEN! This gives our guests the opportunity 

to continue playing their favorite sports no matter what the 

weather! The bubble provides protection from the outdoor 

elements and has been lined for multi-use for both tennis and 

pickleball! If you are playing in the dome, you must check in at 

the Racquet Club pro shop first. The dome has a fee to play for 

everyone, with amounts that vary based upon membership sta-

tus. Members pay only $20 per court, per hour, regardless of 

the day, which can be broken down as $5 per person for a court 

group of four. The standard $10 guest fee remains the same. 

Easter Sunday was a huge day at The Anchor with more than 200 

youngsters tracking down 2,000 hidden eggs. 

Continued on page 8…  
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Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Above) “The Kings” consisting of K.D. Hill, Laura Hew, and Jerry 

Cookson took Championship honors in the Spring Pool League compe-

tition at The Anchor. 

 
(Left) “Heavy D,” including John Lewis, Jetta Long, and Barry Willing-

ham, were the runner-up team in Spring Pool League competition.  

The Battlefield Par 3 Project is starting to look like a golf course. 

Continued from page 7…  

Sports Camp, Wiffle Ball League, Cornhole, & Shuffle-

board 

That’s right – all of these things are coming up soon and 

we want you to participate! Be sure to follow The Anchor at 

Shangri-La on Facebook & Instagram to stay up to date with all 

of the details.  
The new Anchor Event Calendar has also now been re-

leased, so be sure to pick up a copy at the Anchor or down-

load a digital copy from our website. Also, be sure to follow us 

on Facebook & Instagram to stay up to date with all the latest 

information on our tournaments, leagues, events, & specials at 

the Anchor! 



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Upper Right) SLWGA 18-hole Chair Gloria Pickens was all smiles at the Spring Fever Brunch. 

(Lower Left) There was a great turnout for opening day of the SLWGA 2022 season of play. 

(Lower Right) Shangri-La President and CEO Barry Willingham informed SLWGA members of upcoming changes and improvements at Shangri-La. 

SLWGA News 
By Candy Brasel 

THE SLWGA “SPRING FEVER” brunch was held in the Summit’s 

Charles Davis Room.   The 31 ladies who attended enjoyed a lovely 

brunch and program organized by Peggy Howard-Burgess.  Our Artist-

in-Residence, Debbie Hess, performed her magic and the room looked 

like a spring garden.  Cheryl Brecheisen, president, introduced the 

board members and each committee chair gave an overview of the 

programs and events that will take place this year.  Shangri-La President 

& CEO Barry Willingham updated us on the changes and exciting pro-

jects that are in process, such as the new Par 3 golf course, and the 

arrival of our newest employees. Shangri-La members and guests have a 

lot to look forward to. 
The membership at Shangri-La continues to grow and we are de-

lighted to have 7 new SLWGA members join us so far this year.   The 

18-hole ladies welcomed 2 new members, Cindy Johnson & Cindy Neal, 

and 2 returning members, Paula Brumble, & Linda Ballard. The 9-hole 

ladies welcomed Sandy Kirkpatrick, Melissa Scribner, Linda Brown, 

Mary Friedman & Becky Greer.  A BIG welcome to all of you and we 

look forward to playing golf and getting to know you. 
SLWGA GUEST DAY - “MONKEY FUN”  - IS MONDAY, MAY 

2.  Please plan to bring a guest to this special day.  If you don’t have a 

guest, plan to play and enjoy the fun!  Members with guests are eligible 

to win competition prizes.  Sign up on-line or call Peggy Howard-

Burgess at 405-826-1080. 
SLWGLA Eclectic Tournament (May 23 & June 6). This is a two-

Monday competition with prizes and awards on the second day.   This 2

-day tournament is playing and posting your score for the first day and 

then on the second day you can take the better score of the two 

days.  If you can’t play on both of these days, you can still compete with 

your one-day score.  The cost of this tournament is $20.  Chairpersons 

for this event are Barbara Patrick and Judi Barber.  They will be happy 

to answer any questions you might have.  Please sign-up on our SLW-

GA website. 

SAVE THE DATE 
  May 2, Monday,  9:00 AM.   “MONKEY FUN”  Member/

Guest Day. Register on SLWGA Website.  Bring a guest to compete 

for prizes.  Golfers with no guest can still play.  

 May 23 & June 6;  SLWGA Eclectic Tourna-

ment.  Cost:  $20 Register on website (See above for 

details) 
Green Country Interclub Competition:  Begins in 

June.  If you would like to sign up to play contact Judi 

Barber. jbarber920@gmail.com. Deadline to sign up is 

May 16. 
SLWGA MATCH PLAY TOURNAMENT:  Begins in 

June and goes through September.  If you would like to 

play and haven’t yet signed up, please email Judi Barber 

(jbarber920@gmail.com). Deadline to sign up May 16. 
There are lots of events and Tournaments happen-

ing this summer.  Check your SLWGA newsletter for all 

the dates. 
Happy Golfing. 

mailto:jbarber920@gmail.com
mailto:jbarber920@gmail.com


 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Sunday-Thursday – 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-Midnight 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 

 

The Monkey Grind 
Sunday-Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-8:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Thursday, Sunday – 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Monday-Wednesday– 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Seven Days a Week  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

(Above)The InVESTment dinner at Shangri-La April 9 was an incredible success – far exceeding the goal of 

$45,000 needed to provide protective bulletproof vests for all Delaware County Sheriff’s Deputies. The fundrais-

ing drive was a joint effort of Shangri-La 

Resort, Patricia Island Country Club, The 

Grove Area Chamber of Commerce, the 

Grove Sun, and The Grand Laker. Shangri

-La President & CEO Barry Willingham is 

pictured with Sheriff James Beck and 

members of his dedicated team who were 

honored at the dinner. 

 
(Left) Miss Oklahoma Teen Annamaria 

Thomas made a special appearance to 

present a portrait to Director of Commu-

nications Mike Williams and Director of 

Anchor Operations Shaun Tune, thanking 

Shangri-La for sponsoring her successful 

competition. 


