
 

It’s Finally Officially “Summer 
Fun Time” at Shangri-La 

 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina 

at their favorite sports, as well.  

Coach Kerr is hosting a 

Youth Tennis Camp Monday-

Friday, June 6-8 from 9:00-11:00 

each morning, as well as a Youth 

Pickleball Camp later in the 

month – Monday-Friday, June 27

-29. For more information or to 

sign up the youngsters in your 

family, contact Todd Kerr at 

todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com.   

For the young golfers in 

your family, PGA Director of 

Golf Rob Yanovitch and his 

team are hosting the popular 

Junior Players Academy this 

month – Monday-Wednesday, 

June 20-22. Contact the golf 

shop (918-257-7706) to get 

signed up.  
It’s Time to Support Monkey 

Island Fireworks! 

the club house. For all interest-

ed members, our first Wine 

Dinner of the year is set for 

June 16 featuring Kokomo 

wines. 

If you would like to enjoy a 

fabulous Grand Lake Sunset 

Cruise, our first Friday Night 

Sunset Cruise of the year is 

from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Friday, June 

17. At last check, there were a 

handful of seats still available. 

Contact Katelin Jumper at 918-

257-7720 or email Kate-

lin.jumper@shangrilaok.com.   

Summer Fun for the Young-

sters 

June is an incredible month 

of educational fun for kids at 

Shangri-La. Every Wednesday 
morning is a Junior Golf Day for 

the young players in your family, 

but there are plenty of oppor-

tunities for enhancing their skills 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

With a wild and busy month 

of May and the Memorial Day 

holiday weekend behind us, the 

Shangri-La team is stepping right 

into an exciting and even busier 

month ahead! All venues are open 

for full summertime operating 

hours: The Summit & Buffalo Bar, 

the Turn House, the Galley at The 

Anchor, the Monkey Grind, the 

Pool Bar, Doc’s Bar & Grill, and 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar. Between all 

those venues, the Spa at Shangri-

La, the outdoor sports venues at 

The Anchor, and our 27 holes of 

Championship Golf – if you can’t 

find fun at Shangri-La, you’re not 

really trying! 

By the way, if you are a mem-

ber of the Shangri-La Wine Club, 
mark your calendars for Saturday, 

June 11. Denise Whitson and her 

team will be hosting a Wine Min-

gle for members from 5:00-7:00 at Continued on page 2…  
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Fundraising efforts are underway for 

the 2022 Monkey Island Fireworks scheduled 

for Sunday evening, July 3. This is always a 

fabulous event for the entire Grand Lake 

area. I hope you will help continue this tre-

mendous tradition by helping to fund it for 

another great Independence Day Celebra-

tion. 

Please make your checks payable to 

Monkey Island Fireworks and either drop 

them with Katelin Jumper at the club house 

or mail them to: Monkey Island Fireworks 

Committee, 30397 South 567 Road, Unit 63, 

Monkey Island, OK 74331. If you are a Shan-

gri-La Member, you may charge your contri-

bution to your member account by emailing 

your contribution amount to Katelin at 

Katelin.jumper@shangrilaok.com.  

A fabulous show is planned this year, 

including many new fun features for the en-
tire family. I hope you will take a moment to 

make your contribution towards continuing 

a great tradition. 

Golf, Golf, Golf 

Director of Player Development Ryan 

Dalton and PGA Instructor Joe Hassler wrap 

up their Spring Golf Clinic series with a spe-

cial session on “drivers” at 3:00 p.m. June 4. 

Cost is just $25. Email Ryan or Joe at 

joe.hassler@shangrilaok.com to sign up. 

Joe’s Friday afternoon Ladies’ Golf Clin-

ics continue through June 24 with upcoming 

sessions focusing on short irons, hybrids, 

drivers, and a final “Ladies’ Choice” session 

June 24. These clinics are each Friday after-

noon at 3:00. If you would like to sharpen 

y o u r  s k i l l s ,  c o n t a c t  J o e  a t 

joe.hassler@shangrilaok.com or call the Golf 

Shop.  

The Friday Night Horse Race is back 

for another summer with competition each 

Friday evening at 5:00. If you’re planning 

ahead, we’ll have another fun Alternate Shot 

Horse Race Friday, July 1, with another 

Dock Shots competition the following even-

ing.  

In addition to lots of member play on of 

27 championship holes, we also have a lot of 

golf groups headed our way including The 

Monkey Island Masters group June 10-11 and 

the South Grand Lake Area Chamber of 

Commerce annual tournament June 24; and 

another season for both the Men’s Golf 

Association and the Shangri-La Women’s 

Golf Association is also well underway. 

The SLWGA plays every Monday morn-

ing – and one of their biggest tournaments of 

the year is coming up soon. The La Tee Da 

Tournament is June 8-9 with a horse race on 

the 8th and tournament play the 9th.  The 
MGA Breakfast Club has their next Breakfast 

Club play day Saturday, June 18. 

We are honored to have upcoming 

features on our golf course in Golf Oklahoma 

Continued from page 1…  

Magazine, Golf Digest, and Midwest Golfing 

Magazine. Justin May and his team have the 

course in fantastic shape, and we’re excit-

ed to be recognized as Oklahoma’s premi-

ere golf destination. 

Remember What the Golf Course is 

For…and What It’s NOT For 

As the golf season peaks, please re-

member that our course has one purpose 

and ONLY one purpose – GOLF! It is not 

for short cuts to a neighbor’s house, a 

quick path to The Anchor or the pool, 

taking morning or evening strolls, or send-

ing the kids for a golf cart ride. No golf 

carts are ever to be on the course except 

Shangri-La carts or private carts specifically 

permitted by the golf club with permits on 

display. The golf course and all the cart 

paths are absolutely closed to all traffic 

after dark. 
Resort Pool Rules 

Sunshine and warmer temperatures 

have already made the resort pool at our 

resort hotel a popular gathering spot. 

Please remember those are amenities of-

fered exclusively to our registered hotel 

guests, Shangri-La members, and guests 

who are accompanied to the pool by host-

ing Shangri-La members. It is okay for our 

members to bring guests, but it is NOT 

okay to send guests. Unaccompanied guests 

and the general public are not allowed at 

the pool in an effort to maintain this asset 

as a member and hotel guest exclusive 

amenity.  

Par 3 Course Progress 

The Battlefield, our new 18-hole Par 3 

course is rapidly becoming the talk of the 

golf community throughout the entire 

region, and we are progressing on sched-

ule. The layout is complete, tee boxes and 

greens complexes are laid out, liners have 

been installed in ponds, cart path construc-

tion is underway, the irrigation system is 

nearing completion, pumps are being in-

stalled and we are beginning to lay sod. 

The scenery continues to change 

every day on this sensational new course 

slated for official opening in the Spring of 

2023. It will, without a doubt, be one of 

the most spectacular Par 3 courses in the 

nation! 

The Anchor – Fun for Kids of All Ages 

As you might imagine, June is a big 

month for the The Anchor. There is no 

better place to entertain the kids and 

grandkids. Arcade games, virtual reality 

arenas, pop-a-shot basketball, and a variety 

of challenges await the youngsters in any 

kind of weather, along with the outdoor 
WIFFLE® Ball, basketball, cornhole, and 

fishing fun outdoors. 

Our new WIFFLE®Ball league has 

begun competition for the summer – and 

we’re excited to have Major League 

WIFFLE®Ball returning for another year 

next month.  

There’s plenty of entertainment on 

the video walls in the sports bar, too -  

PGA golf coverage every week, as well as 

the NBA Playoffs, NHL Stanley Cup 

Playoffs, and NASCAR coverage, along 

with Major League Baseball, the College 

World Series, and the Women’s College 

World Series. There is always something 

to entertain kids of all ages at The Anchor! 

The Racquet Club at The Anchor is a 

Busy Place, Too! 

Tennis and pickleball play at The Rac-

quet Club at The Anchor are running at 

record pace. Todd Kerr and his team have 

put together an aggressive schedule of fun 

events, lessons, clinics, and opportunities 

to make new friends on both the outdoor 
and indoor courts. 

During the month of June, there is a 

variety of weekly Pickleball Drills, Tennis 

Drills, Ladies’ Morning Mixers, Co-Ed Pick-

leball Mixers, and a weekly Monday 

“Competitive Night” for those who are a 

little more serious about the games. 

Great Live Entertainment 

Shangri-La is the place where music 

lovers, singers, and dancers gather, as well. 

In addition to weekly Thursday Night 

Shrimp Boil & Karaoke fun with Jason Mor-

gan each week, the Friday night entertain-

ment line-up at Doc’s Bar & Grill this 

month includes Jon Moody, Chloe Johns, Clint 

Ingram, and Scott Musick. Terry Jordan enter-

tains at The Summit Friday & Saturday 

nights; and the summer music is underway 

every Friday and Saturday at Eddy’s 

Lakeside Bar with DJ Matt, DJ Kennedy, 

Whiskey Poet Society, Jumpsuit Love, Hyp-

notik, Travis Kidd, and Crash Funk all in the 

June line-up at Eddy’s.  

Download Shangri-La’s  

Free Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow us on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter, Instagram, 

and Pinterest. 

Thank you for your support, your 

patronage, and your friendship. We hope 

you will join us often at Shangri-La Resort 
– any time you have the sudden urge to 

Escape the Ordinary.  
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favorite specialties, here’s the weekly lineup for June: Italian 

Cuisine June 1-5, Eastern European specialties June 8-12, 

Southern Food June 15-19, and Chinese delicacies June 29-

July 3.  
Doc’s, of course, is open for breakfast, lunch and din-

ner seven days a week – and we are now extending our 

hours of operation to midnight on Friday & Saturday nights 
with a special menu of late-night offerings from 10:00 p.m.-

midnight. And yes…the popular Sunday Brunch at Doc’s 

continues! 

SEVEN-DAY-A-WEEK FOOD SERVICE  

AT THE GALLEY IN THE ANCHOR 
The Galley at The Anchor now offers food service 

beginning at 11:00 a.m. seven days a week – along with a 

revised menu you’ll want to check out. By popular demand, 

have added a Ball Park Burger, as well as Chicken Salad, 

Chicken Thigh Wings, and a wonderful addition to our 

flatbreads menu – Chicken Bacon Ranch! 

EDDY’S LAKESIDE BAR HAS NEW MENU  

OFFERINGS, TOO! 
Eddy’s Lakeside Bar has kicked off another fun season, 

pulling in the boating and golfing crowd with great week-

end entertainment and al fresco dining & drinking fun in the 

sun! We have some new menu offerings at Eddy’s this year, 

too: Chicken Thigh Wings, a Black & Blue Burger (Angus 

patties with Blue Cheese & Bacon), Caesar Salad and 

Chicken Caesar Salad, Chicken Bites, and Corn Dogs.  
We are really excited about season ahead – and some 

fabulous new menu items at all our popular venues.  

SUMMER HOURS OF OPERATION AT THE SUMMIT 
The Summer season is underway, and that means 

expanded hours of operation at The Summit Restaurant. 

We are now offering lunch service seven days a week 

(limited menus Tuesday & Wednesday) and dinner service 

Thursday-Sunday. 

The new menu at The Summit is the BOMB! 
LIVE JUNE ENTERTAINMENT AT DOC’S AND ED-

DY’S 
Our Thursday night SHRIMP BOIL and Karaoke is 

back on Doc’s Patio each week! Jason Morgan is still on 

hand to host all the Thursday night musical fun and games; 

but there is plenty of additional live entertainment every 

weekend at Shangri-La’s popular venues. 
The June Friday Night Entertainment line-up at Doc’s 

Bar & Grill features Jon Moody, Chloe Johns, Clint Ingram, and 

Scott Musick.   
At Eddy’s Lakeside Bar, the waterfront entertainment 

line-up for the summer is in place, with some fabulous 

musical offerings every Friday & Saturday night this month. 

June entertainers at Eddy’s include DJ Matt and DJ Kennedy 

dividing up the Friday night duties, and some awesome live 

bands on Saturday nights – Whiskey Poet Society, Jump Suit 

Love, Hypnotik, Travis Kidd, and Crash Funk. 
We appreciate your including us as your go-to source 

for food, beverages, live entertainment – and fun! We’ll 

keep it coming your way all year long. We’re looking for-

ward to a really fun Summer and busy days & nights ahead 

at Shangri-La. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef  

If you haven’t tried Chef Julie’s incredible new dessert menu, you need to give 

your sweet tooth a serious treat! Check out this Chunky Monkey Cake: Choco-

late bundt cake with peanut butter sauce, banana ice cream, peanuts, and a 

frozen banana pop.  

The summer season didn’t hold off until June in the Food & Beverage 

Department at Shangri-La. May was crazy busy for our crew, highlighted by 

incredible Mother’s Day Brunch offerings at The Summit and Doc’s Bar & 

Grill. Sunday Bruch continues to be a high demand item at Doc’s, and I’m 

really thrilled at the popularity of our weekly “Themed Cuisine” offerings at 

Doc’s. Corporate & group events are back with a vengeance, and our Ca-

tering & Banquet team has been hitting it out of the park night after night. 
With graduations, birthdays, weddings, receptions, anniversaries, and a 

wide variety of other special occasions, Executive Pastry Chef Julie Morgan 

has been busier than a one-armed paper hanger! Somehow, she carved out 

time to put together a new lineup of absolutely unbelievable new dessert 

menus at Doc’s and The Summit. If you haven’t check out her new dessert 

menu, you need to save a little room to take your sweet-tooth for a serious 

spin around the resort! 

NEW MENU AND WEEKLY “THEMED” SPECIALS AT DOC’S 
If you haven’t tried the new menu at Doc’s Bar & Grill, you’re in for 

some new treats. Our new menu includes the addition of a Southwest Sal-

ad, a Cajun Shrimp Po Boy Sandwich, a Chicken Salad Croissant, a Fried 

Bacon Chicken Ranch Sandwich, and a Mediterranean Vegetarian Sandwich, 

as well as a Steak of the Week, Mediterranean Salmon, a Fried Shrimp Plat-

ter, Caprese Pasta, Green Beans & Roasted Peppers, and a Wild Rice Pilaf – 

all in addition to the current Doc’s favorites. 
We are also having a lot of fun with our weekly “Themed” Chef’s spe-

cials offering cuisine from throughout the country and around the world 

Wednesday-Sunday each week. If you would like to plan ahead for your 
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MEMORIAL DAY AND HIGH WATER ARE BEHIND US – 

MORE FUN AHEAD! 

With the first major summer holiday weekend in the rear-

view mirror, the season of on-the-water fun at Grand Lake is 

officially underway. The Memorial Day holiday weekend was 

busy, busy, busy, as you might imagine.  

We had some pretty good challenges following the high 

water issues in mid-May. Thankfully, GRDA did a fantastic job 

planning ahead for the incoming flow and bringing the lake back 

down to a friendly level quickly. Like everyone, we faced some 

pretty hefty debris problems as a result of water that rose over 

the drive to docks 4-13; but hard-working crews cleaned the 

major debris quickly, and we were ready for the influx of holi-

day boating. 

We spent much of the spring season taking care of 

maintenance issues. New and improved locking systems are 

now in place on most of the docks, and we are close to finish-

ing the others. We installed new personal watercraft fueling 

docks at the ship store. The new ports have six sets of rollers 

to assist PWC operators getting on and off of them. The old 
ports had no rollers at all, so this will be a huge difference. 

Gasoline & diesel fuel dispensers and the pump-out station 

are fully operational, and we have a great dock crew in place to 

take care of you in the exciting months ahead of us. 

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION 

Beginning with the Memorial holiday weekend, we extend-

ed our hours of operation at the marina – and the new hours 

will remain in place until after Labor Day. Shangri-La Marina is 

here to serve you seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 

p.m. 

PARASAILING IS BACK – AND BOAT RENTAL OPTIONS 

ARE EXPANDED  

Oklahoma’s only offering of parasailing adventures is back 

at Shangri-La Marina. We have also added great new options in 

the boat rental operations at Sail Grand. In addition to our 

fleet of pontoons, tritoons, and personal watercraft, we have 

added four new Chaparral bowriders to the rental fleet at Sail 

Grand – two 21-footers and two 23-footers. All boats in our 

rental fleet are no older than three years. 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

New PWC fueling ports with six sets of rollers make refueling  

personal watercraft easier than ever. 

We have a great new option added to our rental boats providing 

greater efficiency and safety for our renters. All boats have a GPS 

tracker system that allows us to locate renters in the event of an 

emergency. The same system also includes a geofencing system that 

alerts drivers of our rental boats if they are approaching an area that 

may present boating hazards. Yacht charters are also available. For 

boat rentals, parasailing or yacht charters, call 918-257-6000 or handle 

reservations easily online at www.sailgrand.com.  

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT OPTIONS ACCESSIBLE BY BOAT 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar opened in May with great fanfare, great fun, 

and great entertainment. Four days of music over the holiday weekend 

certainly attracted the crowds! Eddy’s is open from 4:00 p.m. Fridays 

and 11:00 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays, and there is live entertainment 

every Friday and Saturday night throughout the summer. June enter-

tainers include DJ Matt, DJ Kennedy, Whiskey Poet Society, Jumpsuit Love, 

Hypnotik, Travis Kidd, and Crash Funk. 

There is also a new menu at Eddy’s this year. Come check out the 

great food, beverages, and live entertainment every weekend at Grand 

Lake’s most popular on-the-water bar & restaurant. 

Fun at Shangri-La is always accessible by boat – seven days a 
week. Both Doc’s Bar & Grill and The Anchor at Shangri-La are open 

seven days a week year-round. Both are just a few steps from the 

courtesy slips at Shangri-La Marina. Doc’s is open for breakfast, lunch, 

and dinner and also offers a late-night menu Friday and Saturday nights 

until midnight (with live entertainment Friday nights). Friday night en-

tertainers at Doc’s in June include Jon Moody, Chloe Johns, Clint Ingram, 

and Scott Musick. The Anchor is open 11:00-10:00 Sunday-Thursday, 

and 10:00-midnight Friday & Saturday.  

VISIT THE SHIP STORE 

The Shangri-La Marina Ship Store is a great place to find shelves 

full of unique logoed clothing items, swimsuits, life jackets, hats & caps, 

souvenirs, boating accessories, sunglasses, water toys for the kids, as 

well as ice, snacks, beverages & fabulous ice cream treats. We still have 

some great hoodies and clothing for chilly evenings, and new merchan-

dise is arriving daily for the summer season, as well. Check out our 

great long-sleeve shirts with built-in UPF 50 sun protection. 

If you haven’t visited the Ship Store for a few weeks, you haven’t 

seen everything that is available for boaters, lake lovers, and visiting 

tourists.  We are open seven days a week, so we’re always here for 

your shopping convenience. 

Our marina crew is here for you if you need anything at all. If you 

have questions or need assistance, stop by any time, give us a call at 

918-257-4898 or email marina@shangrilaok.com. 

Debris cleanup following the May high water crisis was a major  

undertaking – but it’s all done. Let’s go boating! 

http://www.sailgrand.com
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Shangri-La Director of Sales Dana Able 

When Dana Able became Director of Sales at Shangri-La Resort in 

October 2016, she was charged with selling dreams. The club house and 

golf courses were here, but there was no hotel and no Anchor activity 

park. “Nothing but blueprints,” she says. She was tasked with the mis-

sion of selling a vision and turning into reality.  Fortunately, building 

success from the ground up is nothing new to her. 

A native of Welch, Oklahoma, and a graduate of Oklahoma State 

University, Dana traveled to the Washington, D.C. area to look for a 

job right out of college. Three weeks later, she had landed her first posi-

tion with Trammell Crowe Company, one of the nation’s most prolific 

developers of, and investors in commercial real estate properties. Ten 

months later, an opportunity became available to join Bell Atlantic Tele-

phone in a joint venture project with GTE. 

“I was one of the first 30 people hired,” she recalls. “Bell Atlantic 

eventually bought out GTE and became Verizon. I was there for 26 

years.” 

Dana returned to the Grand Lake area in early 2014 following her 

retirement from Verizon as Area Vice President, Regional Strategy and 

Development for the northeast region of the United States. During her 

tenure with the company, she also served as Director of Sales before 
being promoted to Area Vice President of Enterprise Sales in the Penn-

sylvania and New York markets. 

“I retired from Verizon in February 2014 and decided I needed to 

take a little time for myself,” Dana says.  I moved to Grand Lake in 

March, 2014, but that had always been my plan after leaving Verizon. My 

parents still live in Welch. I have a sister who lives in Fairland and my 

brother lives in Grove. I actually bought my house here in December 

2012; so, my plan was always to get back to Grand Lake,” she says. 

For two-and-a-half years, she remained in “retirement mode,” bus-

ying herself with a number of renovation projects, time spent with fami-

 

ly, handling duties as President of The Vintage Homeown-

ers Association, and spending days relaxing on the lake 

with her dog, Sophie. 

“When I found myself talking to Sophie on a daily 

basis, I knew I needed to go back to work,” she laughs, 

“but I didn’t want to just take any job. I wanted the right 

job; and this is the right one!” 

With the opening of Shangri-La’s resort hotel, the 

addition of unparalleled hospitality and food, beverage, and 

catering teams coupled with on-the-water entertainment 

options and championship golf – and now, the activity 

teams at The Anchor and the Racquet Club, Shangri-La has 

become a major destination for associations, government 

groups, corporate entities, chambers of commerce, corpo-

rate CEOs, celebrities, political leaders, family reunions, 

member activities, and “a variety of other businesses.” 

Working with Director of Catering Linda Wall, Reserva-

tions Manager Cassandra Graham, and Executive Meetings 

Manager McKayla Rutherford, Dana’s focus is on putting 

together partnership plans to provide guests with the ulti-
mate conference, weekend getaway, or family retreat op-

portunity. 

“We have such incredible facilities and such an incredi-

ble team that, when I can get someone to actually come 

here and look at the property, we have a 90 percent clos-

ing rate on bookings. Their most frequent comment is, ‘We 

can’t possibly do all there is to do. We’ll have to come 

back!’ And our re-booking rate is incredible,” she says. 

“One Houston-based company flew in guests from Germa-

ny, Hungary, Austria, Australia – all over the world; and 

they’re coming back. We have clients who have been with 

us every year since we opened the hotel in 2017. One of 

our clients has us booked through 2031. We are actively 

booking events right now for 2025. It’s certainly a different 

experience than when (Director of Catering) Linda Wall 

and I were sitting across from each other at a six-foot table 

in a construction trailer in 2016, begging people to just give 

us a chance.” 

The resort offerings continue to grow. Dana says the 

opening of “The Battlefield,” a new 18-hole Par 3 golf 

course in the Spring 2023 will be another game-changer 

offering even more available tee times and more unique 

adventures. A planned 10,000 square foot event center will 

add even more options for weddings and larger groups. 

“Team building and team bonding is another new of-

fering,” she adds. “Team bonding is something we had not 

done before, but demand for that is growing. We’re going 

to be coming out soon with a November-March team 

bonding program. We are focused on constantly offering 

new and unique experiences. 

“We have a great team working together to make 

sure we exceed the expectations of our clients. We want 

our guests to have the freedom to be who they want to be 

and do what they want to do without worrying about any-

thing or anybody. One of our celebrity members calls it 

‘hiding in plain sight.’  

“When people want to ‘Escape the Ordinary,’ I have 

the privilege of showing them how to do it!” 

Shangri
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Member Profile: Brian and Debbie Mitchell 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

After growing up in Seneca, Missouri and 

spending most of their lives there, Brian and Deb-

bie Mitchell finally moved to their ultimate lifestyle 

destination spot – thirty miles away. 

“Back when the old Shangri-La was in its final 

days, I rode my motorcycle there regularly, did a 

donut in the parking lot and went back home,” 

Brian recalls. “I told Debbie, ‘We’re going to move 

to Monkey Island someday.’ In 2019, it finally hap-

pened.” 

Debbie was born in California, Brian in Miami, 

OK, but they both grew up in Seneca where they 

became high school sweethearts. 

Debbie moved to Tulsa briefly where she 

worked at an electronics firm while Brian began on

-the-job training to take over his family’s telephone 

business. His grandparents had started telephony 

operations in Oklahoma and Kansas. They moved 

to Seneca and purchased Seneca Telephone in 

1936. The family has been acquiring phone compa-
nies – and later, broadband internet companies – 

ever since. 

In the meantime, Debbie moved back to Sene-

ca and she and Brian were married. He continued 

to grow the family business operations. Debbie 

opened a floral shop in Seneca before expanding 

the operation and moving it to Joplin. After twelve 

years, she sold the business and began working in 

the growing telephone & broadband business with 

Brian.  

By 2020, the business had grown to include 

seven different companies. That’s when Brian de-

cided to sell them all and fulfill his dream of living 

on Monkey Island. 

“They gave me a going away party February 

20, 2020 – and I haven’t been back since,” he 

laughs. 

Actually, the fun-loving couple didn’t wait for 

finalization of the company sale before moving to 

the Island. They purchased a home in Monkey Is-

land’s Pointe Marin addition in 2019.  

Debbie had Grand Lake history of her own, having spent much of her 

youth visiting the far north end of the lake – Cowskin and #10 Bridge areas. 

“We spent a lot of weekends fishing, skiing, and having fun with kids who 

were friends. We rarely got as far as Shangri-La because we were too busy 

partying at Elk River,” she laughs. “Brian wasn’t really a lake kid, but he always 

said he wanted to live on Monkey Island; so here we are!” 

They haven’t regretted the move for a single minute. They joined Shangri-

La, and immediately began living in “Island mode.”  

“I’ve never seen any place like this,” Debbie says. “People on Monkey 

Island are so welcoming. You can’t be here very long without having a full cal-

endar. People here like to include everyone in everything – and that doesn’t 

happen very many places. We have made amazing friends here!” 

Brian took retirement seriously, playing golf at least twice a week, partici-

pating in a wide variety of Shangri-La events like the Spring Pool League – “and 

I like to ‘socialize’ a little,” he laughs, ordering another round of beverages.  

Debbie is all about the socializing, as well, but her creative mind and a 

yearning for activity have quite literally changed the face of Monkey Island. Hav-

ing sold two tiny homes she designed, built, and rented in Seneca last year, she 

turned her focus to the Island, opening “Monkey Buzz” gift & floral shop which 

was initially located on Main Street Monkey Island across the street from The 
Shebang Restaurant. Then, the landmark WPA-built old schoolhouse on the 

Island caught her attention.  

“For three years, every time I drove by that building I thought ‘what a 

waste - that building has some much potential.’ It has more history than almost 

any building around here,” she adds. “That property was originally homestead-

ed by a 14-year-old Cherokee Native American in 1906; and it once sold to the 

Cherokee Nation for $350! It was actually only a school for three years, but it’s 

a fantastic facility with wonderful history.” 

Renovations quickly ensued. Debbie moved her Monkey Buzz business 

there and along with Beauty by Bree, owned by Brian & Debbie’s daughter. 

Today the “Layk Schoolhouse” houses The Cafeteria, LeÓn Esthetics, Image 

Expo Salon, Monkey Island Mail Room, and Forage, in addition to Monkey Buzz 

where Debbie has recently added sweet treats from the Ice Cream Factory. 

“I have lots of wall space, so I decided to bring in local artists. We are 

covering the walls with work from local artists – and we have already sold quite 

a bit of it. I’m all about supporting local businesses and local artists, and these 

artists need someplace to show and sell their art,” she says. 

Although their commitment to Monkey Island is a total commitment, the 

Mitchells love to travel. 

“When we moved here, the deal was, once each winter for at least a 

month, we would go somewhere warm,” Debbie says. “I’m a mermaid!  I need 

warm weather and water!” 

They have managed to find plenty of both in travels to Mexico, Roatan, 

Maui, Cabo, Belize, and Costa Rica – their favorite so far. 

“We even considered dual citizenship in Costa Rica,” Debbie says. “Then 

COVID hit and they closed the country. We were actually on the very last 

flight out of the country before the COVID closedown. It’s okay, though,” she 

says. “Grand Lake works, too. I can sit on our porch and watch the water; and 

just looking at it brings my blood pressure down. The water calms your soul.” 

They now live in Shangri-La Chateaus and have the added water of a pool, as 

well.  

“Living on Monkey Island is everything I hoped it would be…and more,” 

Brian says. “No hurries. No worries.” 

“And everybody knows your name,” Debbie adds. “We absolutely love it 

here. When we lived in Seneca, we knew everybody. When we moved to Mon-

key Island, we were starting from scratch. But everybody just took us in as 

soon as we moved here. We are far busier here with a social life and social 

events than we were living in Seneca.” 

“It was a great move,” Brian concludes. “Living on Monkey Island is even 

better than I expected.” 

Debbie and Brian Mitchell: “Living on Monkey Island  

is even better than we expected!” 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

Kids Sports Summer Camp is Back Again! 

Register NOW and plan to bring your kiddos ages 5-12 down 

to The Anchor July 25th-28th for lots of memories and fun! We 

will be spending time outside in the fresh air, play various sports 

game between basketball, Wiffleball, pickleball and much more 

(including pool time AND horseback riding!) We had a BLAST last 

year and look forward to this upcoming camp! 

Questions or comments? Please contact Lee Lawson via email 

at Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com or email Gabby Wallace at Gab-

by.Wallace@shangrilaok.com 

Brand New Games, ready for you! 

If you haven’t been in the arcade recently, you will be delight-

ed to see that we have filled the previous empty slots sporting a 

“coming soon” sign with fresh new arcade games! We have added 

two new games, one called Power Roll on the back right side of 

our arcade. That game consists of a pulling mechanism that shoots 

a ball up a track for points. The other new game we’ve added is 

called Pearl Fishery on the back left side! Pearl Fishery is a multiple 

player game, with three individual slots available for play. It is simi-

lar to our coin pusher games such as Willy Wonka or Wizard of 
Oz! Both of the new games are ready for play, with kiddos taking 

part in the fun, racking up points already!  

Memorial Day Weekend, Summer Fun Begins NOW! 

Memorial Day Weekend is now under our belt and Summer 

has officially kicked off! We are excited to see many seasonal faces 

venture their way back to the Island for another year of fun and 

memories! The Anchor is open 11 AM – 10:00 PM Sunday -

Thursday and 10 AM - midnight Friday and Saturday! Our Anchor 

Galley Kitchen is open 7 days a week again with various new menu 

items to offer, such as a Ballpark Burger or our new Chicken 

Thigh Wings with your choice of sauce! (Rumor has it, the Thai 

Sweet Chili Sauce is a staff favorite) Come see us and check it out! 

WOW! One year already! 

The Anchor at Shangri-La’s First Birthday is on June 3rd and 

we would just like to say thank you to each and every guest, mem-

ber, staff member and anybody else who has been a part of all the 

ups and downs and LOTS of fun we’ve experienced in our first 
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Anchor Activity 
by Shaun Tune, Director of Anchor Operations 

All Things Racquet Club 

There has been a lot of fun lately and, with warmer temps 

finally here, we expect to see even more activity soon as sum-

mer hits! With that being said—there are currently no plans 

to air condition the dome. Therefore, it will be getting 

LOCKED and unavailable for use most hot summer sun-

ny days. Availability for use will be at the discretion of the 

Racquet Club and Anchor staff this Summer. We apologize for 

any inconveniences.  

The Racquet Club is hosting the Shangri-La Beverage Cart 

throughout the Summer for various Pickleball Mixers! The bev-

erage cart will be present on: June 11th, July 16th, August 13th, and 

September 17th.  

The Racquet Club will be hosting a Youth Tennis Camp 

June 6-8th Monday-Wednesday from 9 AM – 11 AM. It is open to 

ages 6-14. The $200 per camper registration fee includes a sou-

venir keepsake racquet, hat and a t-shirt. To sign up visit bit.ly/

sltenniscamp, email todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com, or call 918-787-

1235. 

The Racquet Club will be hosting a Youth Pickleball Camp 
June 27th-29th Monday-Wednesday from 9 AM – 11 AM. It is 

open to ages 6-14. The $200 per camper registration fee for the 

pickleball camp includes a souvenir keepsake paddle, hat and a t-

shirt. To sign up email todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com, or call 918-

787-1235. 

Anchor Wiffleball League  

We are super stoked to kick off our Anchor Wiffleball 

League on June 4th! We are set to have game play on Saturday 

Nights throughout the Summer! It will be a lot of fun and we 

look forward to the excitement with everybody so make sure to 

stop by and watch, cheer on and check out our first ever Wiffle-

ball League!  

In case you missed sign ups, you’re still in luck! We have 

plans to host an end of summer blowout final Wiffleball Tourna-

ment, so make sure to sign up to play! We’ll have more details 

as the event gets closer, but you won’t want to miss out on this!  

Email Lee Lawson for more information or questions at 

lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com. 

“Six in the Morning” Anchor LeAnne Taylor zipped her way through 

space on the Blitz simulators at The Anchor. She and photographer 

Rodney Stringer were at Shangri-La shooting for a one-hour  
“Places to Go in Oklahoma” prime time special scheduled to air on 

KOTV-Channel 6 at 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 14. 

Continued on page 8…  

News Anchor LeAnne Taylor and her husband Andy took time for 

some pickleball competition while shooting video at The Anchor for the 

June 14 prime time special on Oklahoma tourism. 

mailto:Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Gabby.Wallace@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Gabby.Wallace@shangrilaok.com
mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com
mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com


Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 

 

Page 8 The Horizon: June 2022 

(Above Right) Congratulations to Shangri-La Lead Assistant Golf Pro-

fessional, Jerrod Neighbors, on being elected into the PGA of America! 

Jerrod has worked very hard to for the achievement. Great job! 

 
(Above Left) The Shangri-La “Leave No Trace” program begins this 

month. The program is designed to promote sustainability on the golf 

course. Ask the golf shop for details. 

 
(Middle Left) During PGA Championship festivities, Oklahoma Lieuten-

ant Governor Matt Pinnell and Representative Sheila Dills celebrated 

the signing into law of legislation that will elevate the status of golf in 

Oklahoma. The two talked about the recently enacted laws that es-

tablish Golf Day in Oklahoma and that create a commission to devel-

op a list of golf courses to be designated as the Oklahoma Golf Trail. 

(photo courtesy of Golf Oklahoma Magazine) 

 
(Below Left) Dock Shots!!! Need we say more? 

 
(Below Right) Heart of a Lion’s Major Ed Pulido enjoys Memorial Day 

weekend at Shangri-La and Dock Shots! 

Continued from page 7…  

365 together! We have learned many things along the way and 

strive to deliver the best experience we can to all ages! Over-

all, we couldn’t have done it without you! Thank you from all of 

us at The Anchor. Stay tuned for future announcements!  

Also, be sure to follow The Anchor at Shangri-La on Face-

book, Instagram & TikTok to stay up to date with all the latest 

information on our tournaments, leagues, events, & specials at 

the Anchor! 



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Upper Right) Congratulations to SLWGA member Carol Cable who volunteered as a walking scorekeeper at the PGA Championship.  

(Middle Right) SLWGA member Candy Brasel and Guest Jan Martin on Monkey Fun day at Shangri-La. (Lower Right) Guest Linda Mildren and 

member Paula Brumble were winners of the 18-hole SLWGA Member/Guest Monkey Fun tournament. (Not pictured are Tara Lawson and Katelin 

Jumper, winners of the 9-hole competition.) (Lower Left) Candy Raudenbush enjoyed the Monkey Fun day on the course with member Peggy Blair. 

SLWGA News 
By Candy Brasel 

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY!   That’s our mantra these days.  Our 

Member/Guest Day “Monkey Fun” had to be postponed due to weath-

er and was played on May 9th.  We had 13 guests sign up for our origi-

nal date but only had 3 for our rain date.  That was unfortunate, but we 

had a great day and fun was had by all.   
Peggy Howard-Burgess had “More fun than a barrel of monkeys” 

rescheduling everything but when we came in from play the Charles 
Davis Room was a jungle with monkeys everywhere.  Debbie Hess 

decorated for us again and it was perfect for our Member/Guest 

Day.  Thank you to the kitchen staff for an excellent menu. The food 

was creative and delicious.  The team of Paula Brumble/member & 

guest Linda Mildren were the winners for the 18-hole ladies and Tara 

Lawson/member & guest Katelin Jumper were winners for the 9-hole 

ladies. 
Thank you to everyone that helped get the tournament off the 

ground and were so flexible to make it happen. 
Our next event will be the SLWGA Eclectic Tournament (June 6 -

?). This is a repeat of information but because of date change, I wanted 

it to be in this newsletter as well.   This is a two-Monday competition 

with prizes and awards on the second day.  (This date will be an-

nounced later).   This 2-day tournament is playing and posting your 

score for the first day and then on the second day you can take the 

better score of the two days.  If you can’t play both of these days, you 
can still compete with your 1 - day score.  Please bring $20 to 

play.  Chairpersons for this event are Barbara Patrick & Judi Barber. 

They will be happy to answer any questions you might have. Please sign

-up on our SLWGA website. 
Please remember to sign-up on our website for all Monday play 

days and tournaments.  Chairpersons need to know if you are playing 

by Friday each week.  This allows them time to make pairings and 

make reservations if food is being served.   There are 3 ways to cancel 

if you can’t play. You may cancel on the SLWGA website, call the Pro 

Shop, or call the Chairperson, Gloria Pickens, 18-hole or Susan Jones, 9

-hole.  These ladies work hard to make pairings and organize our fun 

play of the day competitions. Thank you, Chairpersons for all you do 

for our League. 
Be safe and have fun as you enjoy Shangri-La and Grand Lake with 

family and friends this summer.   



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Sunday-Thursday – 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-Midnight 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 

 

The Monkey Grind 
Sunday-Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 
4:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. Friday 

11:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m. Saturday 

11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Sunday 

Golf Shop 
7:30 a.m-7:30 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Monday-Wednesday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Thursday, Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday, Saturday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Seven Days a Week 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

(Above) The tradition continues...The Holiday weekend Alternate shot Horserace was a great success again  

drawing almost 40 players to the Champions Nine. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left) Horse Race Winners 

Win: Kyle Hudelson and Mike Stewart 

Place: Jackson Ellison and Evan Fiest 

Show: Tanner Robertson and 

Casey Freeman 


