
 

Shangri-La Resort: A Fantastic 
Year is Behind Us – and an Even 
Better Year Lies Ahead in 2022! 

 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina 

young and old alike – resort 

guests and Grand Lake residents 

all searching for year-round 

entertainment for the entire 

family. Basketball, WIFFLE® ball 

courts have been constantly 

filled with kids of all ages. Tennis 

courts and always busy pickle-

ball courts have created such 

demand that we added a domed 

enclosure to allow for play 

throughout the winter months; 

and the sports bar at The An-

Memorial, and the addition of 

the Monkey Grind coffee shop. 

The Anchor has been a total 

game-changer for the entire 

Grand Lake area. Following the 

opening of the facility on June 3, 

2021, it quickly exceeded every 

conceivable projection of po-

tential success.  

The dozens of arcade 

games, virtual reality games, and 

unique golf and shooting simula-

tors have provided countless 

hours of entertainment for 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

As we begin a new year, 

there is only one thing that tops 

my absolute delight as I look back 

at a record year at Shangri-La in 

2021 – and that’s looking at what 

lies ahead in 2022! 

We closed the book on 2021 

with a record-breaking year in 

virtually every department and at 

every venue at Shangri-La. The 

major event of the year, of course, 

was the opening of The Anchor 

indoor/outdoor activity park, the 

dedication of the USS Oklahoma 
Continued on page 2…  
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The added excitement at The Anchor in 2021 was not without its own unique flair. 

The mini-Fenway Wiffle Ball Park is a one of a kind experience for the entire family. 
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chor with its multiple screens and two giant 

video walls has absolutely become THE place 

for sports fans to watch their favorite teams. 

The USS Oklahoma Memorial has be-

come such an historical favorite that there is 

rarely a time when there is not someone 

pausing reverently to review the monument 

and the engraved names of the 429 sailors 

and marines who perished aboard the vessel 

when it was sunk during the Pearl Harbor 

attack in 1941.  

The Monkey Grind, proudly serving 

Starbucks® beverages was an instant success 

when it opened in February 2021. Hotel 

guests, visitors, and a large and loyal contin-

gent of local coffee drinkers and fresh pastry 

lovers have made The Monkey Grind the 

ultimate morning destination for many 

Grand Lakers – including me, by the way. 

The addition of breakfast offerings to 
the seven-day-a-week year-round lunch and 

dinner offerings, Chef’s specials, and specialty 

nights at Doc’s has made it Grand Lake’s 

most popular restaurant destination. The 

combination of seasonally changing menus 

and popular pizza offerings have also made it 

a popular spot for those who may want to 

eat at home, but don’t want to cook! 

We added more live musical entertain-

ment to the schedule, too. In addition to 

weekly live music during the summer months 

at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar and year-round piano 

entertainment by Terry Jordan at The Summit 

Restaurant, we added year-round live enter-

tainment every Friday night at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill to complement Jason Morgan’s popular 

Thursday Night Karaoke throughout the 

year.  

Shangri-La Marina is 100% occupied 

with a waiting list. We reached new heights 

in Food & Beverage, hotel occupancy, and 

weddings; and our Championship Golf 

Course continues to be a popular attraction 

for members, guests, and golf groups. In 

2022, we will expand our golf options even 

further with the addition of an 18-hole Par 3 

course. 

Our steady growth in popularity has 

caught the attention of the state and the 

nation, with feature stories in many publica-

tions ranging from Golf Oklahoma to Destina-

tion Golfer, Oklahoma Today to Show Me the 

Ozarks, Midwest Golfing to Southern Living 

Magazine, as well as numerous local publica-

tions in Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Wichita, and 

Kansas City, numerous television feature 

stories on regional stations, and of course 

our always supportive Grand Lake media 

organizations. 

The result has been not only record-
setting numbers of guests and local loyalists, 

Continued from page 1…  

but a dramatic increase in our member-

ship. From the loyal 84 members we inher-

ited when Eddy Gibbs first bought the 

property in 2010, our membership num-

bers are now approaching 800.  

But that was last year. We are proud 

of that record, but we refuse to stand still. 

Our expansion of services and amenities 

will continue in 2022. 

Looking Ahead to 2022 

The Battlefield, an 18-hole Par 3 

Course is now under construction, slated 

for opening in the Fall of 2022. The 3000-

yard course will have its own Golf Shop, 

Turn House, golf cart facilities, and putting 

green, in addition to a dramatic layout with 

a 100-foot elevation change. We have 

pulled out all the stops in the design and 

construction of this course, and look for-

ward to opening what will, without a 
doubt, be one of the most spectacular par 

3 courses in the entire United States.  

Adjacent to The Battlefield, we are 

also building a new 10,500 square foot 

wedding and event center to accommo-

date ever-increasing demand for conven-

tion, meeting, and wedding space. This new 

facility, which will double our available 

indoor event space, will include kitchen 

facilities, special bride’s room and groom’s 

room facilities and versatile indoor event 

space in addition to an event lawn which 

can be used for open-air events or tented 

events. 

As popular pickleball and tennis tour-

naments, lessons, and mixers continue, the 

Anchor begins hosting additional events 

this month including our pool league play 

(which is already underway) and our excit-

ing new Winter Golf League which will 

offer indoor competition on courses 

throughout the world on our Trackman 

Golf Simulators.    

If that’s not enough, outstanding live 

entertainment continues at Shangri-La 

throughout the month of January. The 

unparalleled Terry Jordan continues to en-

tertain Friday and Saturday nights at The 

Summit; and we feature live entertainment 

at Doc’s Bar & Grill every Friday night. In 

addition to Jason Morgan’s popular Thurs-

day night Karaoke, our Friday night enter-

tainers this month include Kevin Price, Chloe 

Johns, Jon Moody and Zack Baker.  At The 

Anchor, we will host Grand Lake sports 

fans throughout the winter and spring 

months for NFL, NBA, NHL, and PGA 

events in addition to special watch parties 

for major events like the Super Bowl, Win-

ter Olympics, March Madness, The Mas-
ters, and The Kentucky Derby – all before 

summer the summer season kicks off.   

We Are Spreading the  

Good News About Grand Lake! 

No attractions matter if no one 

knows about them, right? We are commit-

ted to spreading the Grand Lake news 

throughout the region and across the na-

tion. In addition to aggressive social media, 

marketing, and advertising throughout the 

year, our sales team will be on the road 

telling our story at boat shows, golf shows, 

wedding shows, home & garden shows, 

chambers of commerce events, and tour-

ism and food shows throughout the region 

over the next three months. The 2022 

Shangri-La Show Tour begins soon – at the 

Oklahoma Boat Expo January 7-9 at the 

Cox Convention Center in Tulsa.  

We’re Always Hiring! 

With Oklahoma’s unemployment rate 
at 3.0%, hiring is always a challenge – and 

we are always looking for qualified mem-

bers of the Shangri-La team. If you know of 

someone interested in a great job in a fun 

environment, please send them our way. 

It’s easy to apply online on our website; or 

interested applicants may fill out applica-

tions at the hotel front desk.  

Download Shangri-La’s  

Free Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow us on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. The Anchor is also developing a 

faithful following on TikTok. 

We are grateful for the growing 

recognition of Shangri-La as the Premiere 

Year-round Resort Destination in this part 

of the United States – and we are eternally 

grateful for the tremendous support from 

our growing membership.  

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 

better than it was the day before, and we 

are looking forward to an exciting year in 

2022. Thank you for your support, your 

patronage, and your friendship. 

Join us often – any time you have the 

sudden urge to Escape the Ordinary.  

 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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We appreciate your including us as your go-to 

source for food, beverages, live entertainment – and 

fun! We’ll keep it coming your way in 2022. We’re 

looking forward to a fabulous year ahead. In the mean-

time… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef  

Little Miss Kerr proves you’re never to young to love Santa! 

Our Food & Beverage and Catering crews survived the holiday season – and 

what an incredible holiday season it was! Our December “12 Days of Christmas” 

specials at The Summit Restaurant were capped with a sold-out New Year’s Eve 

Members’ Wine Dinner on New Years Eve while we were simultaneously host-

ing the largest wedding in Shangri-La history! 

Top that off with a variety of holiday parties and banquets including the 

Grand Lake Association Annual Banquet and our incredible “Evening to Remem-

ber” winter ball & dinner and the always fun Christmas Brunch with Santa – and 

you have the makings of an incredible month. 

I want to give a shout-out to all our F&B team – especially Chefs Matt Hens-

ley and Jonathan Castor and their teams for an all-out effort to make the holidays 

so special for everyone! 

A GREAT YEAR IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR –  

AN EVEN BIGGER YEAR AHEAD 

As we look in the rearview mirror, our Food & Beverage and Catering op-

erations broke all previous records in 2021, and looking through the windshield 

in front of us, we can already see that 2022 is going to be even bigger and better. 

Obviously, the word is spreading to conventioneers, groups, family reun-

ions, and meeting planners that Shangri-La is the ultimate spot for special events. 

Our catering calendar is already filling with events throughout the year ahead.  
The Summit Restaurant continues winter hours of operation (4:00-9:00 

Thursday & Sunday, 4:00-10:00 Friday and Saturday) with weekly live entertain-

ment by Terry Jordan. The reaction to our expansion at Doc’s to provide daily 

breakfast service in addition to lunch and dinner (and the popular Sunday Brunch 

offerings) has been outstanding. There is no place anywhere close to us that 

provides three meals a day seven days a week. We are thrilled at the amazing 

growth in popularity of Doc’s as the always-dependable spot for anytime dining! 

PLAN NOW FOR AN AMAZING “SPECIAL DAYS” AT SHANGRI-LA 

January is all about special sporting events at The Anchor, and we’ll have 

plenty of great food to go with those special days – College Football’s National 

Championship game January 10 and the NFL Playoff games throughout the 

month, culminating with the NFL Conference Championship games January 23.  

Looking ahead, February is going to be extra special at The Anchor with 

Winter Olympic Games February 4-20. If that’s not enough, Super Bowl Sunday 

is February 13 – right in the middle of Valentine’s weekend. 

We are already planning multiple extra-special culinary events for that big 

weekend. We will have Valentine Dinner Specials at both Doc’s Bar & Grill and 

at The Summit Restaurant in addition to some special game day events on Super 

Bowl Sunday. Check it out. The Resort Hotel is also offering Valentine weekend 

special rates. Shangri-La is the perfect place for everyone Valentine weekend – 

dinner specials, winter Olympics, Super Bowl LVI and special room rates. I don’t 

know why anyone would want to be anywhere else! 

LIVE JANUARY ENTERTAINMENT AND DOC’S SPECIALTY NIGHTS 

Most places around Grand Lake tend to slack off a little during January. At 

Shangri-La, we crank up into a higher gear, instead! Doc’s Bar & Grill is all about 

adding entertainment and fun to go along with great food. We are continuing 

Friday night live entertainment throughout the year with a January line-up featur-

ing Kevin Price, Chloe Johns, Jon Moody, and Zack Baker. Jason Morgan will continue 

to lead the Thursday night karaoke fun all month long 

Don’t forget our Taco Tuesday & Tequila Night and our popular Craft Burg-

er & Booze Night on Wednesdays, as well as our Friday Night Chef’s Specials at 

Doc’s each week.  

Doc’s hours of operation are 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 7:00 

a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday.  

Yes, 2021 was a record year for the team in Food & Beverage; but we are 

already stepping up our game for 2022 which will undoubtedly be another record 

year for us. 

I want to wish you and your family the happiest of New Year’s – and a year 

of success, fun, and great food!  
Even Chef Matt’s girls found Santa irresistible at “Brunch 

with Santa” day at The Summit. 
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IT’S SHOWTIME! 

We’re kicking of another great year, and you know what that means: if 

it’s January, it must be BOAT SHOW TIME! 

Last year’s “Virtual Boat Shows” have been replaced with some innova-

tive new ideas and new shows this year. Most Oklahoma boat dealers – and 

all but three Grand Lake dealers – will be participating in the all-new Okla-

homa Boat Expo. The Nichols Marine at Shangri-La team will bring a great 

line-up of Chaparral, Bennington, MasterCraft, Ranger, Triton, Vexus, and 

Caymas boats to the new Oklahoma Boat Expo – the first Oklahoma Boat 

Show of the year - scheduled for January 7-9 at the Cox Convention Center 

in Tulsa. Show hours are 11:00-8:00 Friday, 10:00-8:00 Saturday, and 10:00-

5:00 Sunday. We are temporarily sold out of Chris-Craft and Robalo mod-

els, but we’ll be happy to order them to your exact specifications. 

Details of this great show, including discount ticket offers and discount-

ed hotel rates at the Doubletree by Hilton are available on the show web-

site www.okboatexpo.com. 

The very next weekend, January 14-16, the Nichols team will join the 

fun in Oklahoma City at the Oklahoma City Boat & RV Show at the Bennett 

Event Center at the Oklahoma State Fairgrounds. That show will have the 

same hours as the Oklahoma Boat Expo in Tulsa. We hope you can join the 
Nichols at Shangri-La team at one or both of the shows. There’s some real-

ly exciting new product for 2022! 

Like many other things, the boat show culture is changing. There is 

now only one boat show in Oklahoma City – the OKC Boat & RV show 

January 14-16. Similarly, the traditional Tulsa Boat, Sport & Travel Show has 

become more of an RV show than a boat show. That show will still be held 

(January 31-February 6), but only four boat dealers are listed as exhibitors. 

All others have moved to the new Oklahoma Boat Expo January 7-9 at the 

Cox Convention Center. 

We are looking forward to a great kick-off of 2022 at the awesome 

new show! 

AND YES…NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY! 

Supply-chain problems have hit the boat manufacturing business, just as 

it has impacted virtually all other industries. If you are considering a new 

boat for the 2022 boating season, you would be wise to attend one of these 

two shows or check out dealer inventories right now. Inventories are low, 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Congratulations to Jeff and Diane Moll who avoided the rush by purchasing t 

heir new Bennington 25QX before the Oklahoma Boat Expo. 

and delivery times for ordered boats have been signifi-

cantly extended. Typical 6-week deliveries of ordered 

boats are now more like 14-20 weeks. If you’re thinking 

about a new boat, RIGHT NOW is the time to act! Hope-

fully, we have the boat you’re looking for in stock – but 

inventories change daily. If you want to order – now is the 

time to do that, too!  

WINTER HOURS OF OPERATION 

Shangri-La Marina is a year-round operation. We 

realize that an increasing number of boaters have 

equipped their boats to enjoy year-round fun on the wa-

ter. We are closed Sundays, but we remain open through-

out the winter from 9:00-5:00 Monday-Saturday. 

Every few days, I see posts on social media from 

winter boaters asking if there is any club or restaurant 

that is both open during winter months and accessible by 

boat. At Shangri-La, the answer is “yes.” Both Doc’s Bar & 

Grill and The Anchor at Shangri-La are open seven days a 

week year-round. Both are just a few steps from the 

courtesy slips at Shangri-La Marina. Doc’s is open for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner (with live entertainment Fri-

day nights). The Anchor is open 11:00-10:00 Sunday-

Thursday, and 10:00-midnight Friday & Saturday. 

NOTICE OF CHANGE IN SLIP AND  

HYDROPORT RENTAL FEES 

With many improvement and expansion projects 

now complete at Shangri-La Marina and with an exciting 

year of continued growth and facilities improvements 

ahead, a modest adjustment in our slip rental structure is 

necessary to compensate increases in operating costs and 

expanded services.  Over the past five-and-a-half years, 

we have absorbed all such increased costs without raising 

slip rental fees, but an increase in slip rental is now neces-

sary to maintain and improve upon the level of services 

you deserve. 

Beginning with the new year, slip rental is now 

$11.00 (eleven dollars) per linear slip foot per month (i.e. 

a 32-foot slip rental would total $352 per month). If you 

pay your slip rental annually, you will continue to receive 

the 5% discount vs. monthly payments. Rentals of Hydro-

ports for personal watercraft in the marina will increase 

similarly to an annual fee of $780. 

We are grateful for the unbelievable support we 

continue to enjoy from our slip renters, customers, and 

members; and we work hard to exceed your expecta-

tions.  

THE SHIP STORE IS OPEN AND STOCKED! 

Our ship store is open year-round offering a variety 

of merchandise for boaters - fuel, oil, gear lube, dock 

lines, fenders, life jackets, cleaning supplies and air pumps 

for those inflatable water toys – but there is so much 

more.  

We have a great selection of new hoodies and cool-

weather clothing. Stop by and check out our supply of 

long sleeve button-up shirts, long-sleeved tees, and all-

weather gear.  

As always, our crew is here for you if you need any-

thing at all. If you have questions or need assistance, stop 

by any time, email marina@shangrilaok.com, or give us a 

call at 918-257-4898. 

http://www.okboatexpo.com
mailto:marina@shangrilaok.com
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Shangri-La Banquet Chef Jonathan Castor 

You may think you have prepared meals for a lot of 

people during various parties and family get-togethers, but 

how about preparing a meal for a couple of hundred hungry 

guests? That’s the responsibility of Shangri-La Banquet Chef 

Jonathan Castor. From groups of five to groups of more than 

250, it’s his job to make sure everyone in the group has a 

perfect meal. If you book an event through the catering de-

partment, Chef Jon is responsible for your food. 

A second-generation chef, Jon grew up in Joplin until the 

tragic tornado of 2011 that destroyed his family’s home. They 

moved to Dallas where his grandmother lived, and he finished 

high school there before following his father into the food & 

beverage business. 

“I did a lot of volunteer work with my dad at places that 

would allow it, so I had a lot of experience before I actually 

got a real job,” he says. 

That first job was at Hard Rock Café in Dallas where he 

started as a prep cook. Within six months, he was promoted 

to line cook. After three years, he returned to his roots in 

Joplin, taking a job at Downstream Casino’s popular Red Oak 
Steakhouse where he was ultimately promoted to lead line 

cook. 

“If anyone has been at Red Oak in recent years, they 

might recognize my face,” he laughs. “I stood and grilled in 

the glass box in the restaurant.” 

Last year, he joined the Shangri-La team, initially as a 

Banquet Cook before taking over grilling responsibilities at 

the Summit Restaurant. In the fall of 2021, he was promoted 

to his current position as Banquet Chef.  

Surprisingly, the old saying about “too many cooks in the 

kitchen” is true in Chef Jon’s banquet operation. Normally, 

only four people are typically involved in preparing elaborate 

Staff Spotlight: Jonathan Castor 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

sit-down dinners for groups – Chef Jon, Chef Ashley Stafford 

(Kitchen Manager/Room Chef), and Banquet Cook Hope Walden 

prepare the meals. For bigger groups and more difficult assign-

ments, Executive Chef Michael Bujold and Executive Sous Chef 

Rodney Richardson pitch in. Desserts, of course, are all prepared 

under the supervision of Executive Pastry Chef Julie Morgan.  

“It’s a great team,” he says. “We’ve done everything from 

groups of five to a New Year’s Eve group of more than 300 this 

year. The only difference between my job as Grill Cook at The 

Summit and this job is the number of repetitions. In banquets, it’s 

just more time-consuming. You still cook one thing; then you just 

re-create it over and over until you have the right number,” he 

laughs. “My job is to safely create and produce menus and food 

dishes that can be served on any scale.” 

Grilling is still Chef Jon’s first love. 

“My face lights up when a group wants steaks for dinner. It 

lights up even more when they want me to grill their steaks at the 

event.  I love that. It puts me right in the middle of a group of 

guests. That’s what I enjoy most. There’s no better food than a 

steak fresh off the grill.” 
Group meals can be anytime – morning, noon, night, or all 

three. The hours are long, leaving Chef Jon with no time for hob-

bies. He is single and lives in nearby Grove. 

“I don’t have family, and I really don’t have time for hobbies. I 

focus on my work. I get a lot of enjoyment out of what I do – so I 

guess my biggest hobby would be my job. I love to cook,” he says. 

“I put a lot of heart into what I do, though, and I believe it has an 

impact on people. Sometimes a really good meal is all it takes to 

turn someone’s whole day around.That makes me happy!” 

Shangri

Kids were delighted to see Santa and a hard-working elf at  

The Ultimate Christmas Party at The Anchor.  
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Member Profile: Michael & Amanda Thrift 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

So, what are the odds of an Orange County, California girl 

connecting with Monkey Island boy – for life? 

When Michael and Amanda Thrift first met, it was strictly 

business. They were both Software Managers for Dell EMC and 

met at a business meeting in Miami, Florida. Sparks flew immedi-

ately. Their “strictly business” relationship lasted only a few hours.  

“We had our first date the same week we met in March 

2018,” Michael recalls. “After eleven months of long-distance da-

ting, countless air miles back and forth between Oklahoma and 

California, and stolen getaway weekends that took us literally all 

across the country and beyond, those early sparks became full-

blown flames of love!”  

For two people who grew up far apart and with no 

knowledge of the other, they have strikingly similar backgrounds. 

After early years in Oklahoma City, Michael moved with his family 

to Monkey Island and graduated from Grove High School before 

receiving his bachelors degree from the University of Central Ok-

lahoma and obtaining his MBA from Oklahoma Christian Universi-

ty. A native of Yorba Linda, California, Amanda attended high 

school in nearby Placentia prior to graduating from the Univer-

sity of California-Riverside and receiving an MBA from Califor-

nia State University, Dominguez Hills.  

Michael is now a Global Account Manager with Dell EMC. 

Amanda joined the Cisco Systems team in November 2020 as 

a Data Center Product Sales Specialist. 

“I guess we’re both nerds,” Michael laughs. “My mom tells 

everybody ‘they both have really good jobs and we’re very 

proud of them. We have no idea what they do.’ I guess that’s 

better than us trying to explain it to her,” he jokes. 

Aside from shared professional interest, Michael and 

Amanda share surprisingly similar non-professional back-

grounds. 

“Michael grew up on Grand Lake, of course, but I also 

grew up going the lake and boating – just not in Oklahoma,” 

Amanda says. “My family did our boating primarily on Lake 

Havasu in Arizona. We were actually living very similar life-

styles at the same time, and yet in such different environ-

ments,” she points out. “Arrangements for boating on lakes 

can be sort of tricky in southern California. That’s why we 
went to Arizona; but living in Orange County, I grew up going 

to nearby mountains and beaches, as well.”  

Both Michael and Amanda love to travel and have done so 

extensively. Perhaps their most memorable getaway took them 

to Hawaii, where they were officially engaged to be married in 

the early morning of February 4, 2019 as the sun rose on the 

Summit of Haleakala National Park in Maui, Hawaii. 

Their planned 2020 wedding was postponed by a Corona-

virus closing of their preferred venue, but they were married 

June 6, 2021 at their chosen venue near Palm Springs, Califor-

nia with Michael’s son Foster serving as best man to complete 

the bonding of the Thrift family. 

So, what did it take to persuade a California girl to make 

the move to Oklahoma? 

“I was here!” Michael interjects before Amanda can an-

swer. 

“It’s not exactly what I anticipated, but I do love it here,” 

Amanda says. “Oklahoma is so much greener than I expected. I 

think people think of Oklahoma as big open plain with nothing 

but wheat fields and corn fields. I was amazed at how many 

lakes there are and how pretty it is.” 

“There was a bit of a culture shock,” she admits. “The 

pace is certainly slower. I was accustomed to a bustling atmos-

phere with lots of activity and lots of access. I had access to 

five Target stores near my home. When I first moved to Okla-

homa, I found out it took a lot of effort to find what I needed. 

We live in Nichols Hills now, though, and it’s a great place to 

live in that regard. We’re surrounded by lots of options. 

“I miss the California weather. I do like the seasons in 

Oklahoma, but I could do without the extremes, especially 

tornadoes and flooding. I like that it’s cold right now, but I’m 

not interested in ice. I have a lot of clothes that I could never 

wear in California because the weather is so constant. But 

now, I actually get to enjoy all the seasons and wear all my 

clothes.” 

They both particularly enjoy the boating season, and keep 

their boat at Shangri-La Marina, often extending the season 

significantly beyond that of normal boaters. 

“Boating is a social thing for us. We bring friends to the 

Continued on page 7…  

Amanda and Michael Thrift with son Foster: Living the  

Grand Lifestyle and Spreading the Word! 



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Left) Congratulations to Shangri-La member Steve DeCoster on carding his first career Hole in One! Steve aced #2 Champions 

from 150 yards with his Pitching Wedge. Strong shot there Steve. Congrats!  
 
(Right) Congratulations to Susan Taylor on her first career hole-in-one. Susan accomplish the feat  when she aced #2 Champions 

at Shangri-La from 97 yards with her 6-iron. Great shot Susan! 

 
 

Continued from page 6…  

lake a lot, but in the middle of the pandemic, it was our saving 

grace. We would drive to the lake just to boat for the day. It was 

our pandemic relief,” Amanda says. 

When they are not traveling to Shangri-La and Grand Lake, 

they are still avid travelers, and have been to a wide variety of 

destinations. Their favorites? 

“Croatia, for sure,” Amanda offers. That’s where they spent 

their honeymoon. “And Hawaii, of course, because that’s where 

we got engaged. We also love the Florida Keys, Germany, and 

Mexico – especially Cabo San Lucas. We also travel regularly to 

California and Washington, because that’s where all my family is.” 

Michael undoubtedly holds the record for the most posts on 

social media wearing Shangri-La Resort caps and shirts. 

“I’ve posted pictures of myself wearing Shangri-La gear from 

27 states, as well as Germany, Croatia, and Mexico. I’m pretty sure 

the guys like seeing me walk into the golf shop, because they know 

I’m going to buy something to wear,” he laughs. His love of all 

Shangri-La has to offer extends beyond his personal life, though. 

“I’ve worked with (Sales Director) Dana Able, (Catering Di-

rector) Linda Wall, and (Hotel Manager) Brett Wisdom to host 
multiple corporate events at Shangri-La, and I always send custom-

ers of mind to Shangri-La for their events, as well. It’s always a first 

class experience and it’s never what people from out of state ex-

pect. They’re always amazed by the incredible Shangri-La experi-

ence,” he says. 

He has also expanded his love for Grand Lake into an addi-

tional business opportunity as a founding partner in Lakelight365, a 

company that sells and installs permanent lighting that can pro-

vide a variety of accent lighting for all occasions. 

“Like all technology, Lighting has evolved a lot,” he says. 

“We have a product that allows you to turn your Christmas 

lighting into any kind of celebrating, and leave it up year-round. 

We can customize is any way a customer wants. You can 

change colors to celebrate game days, different holidays…or 

just Tuesday,” he laughs. “We can light a boat slip, a dock, a 

pool, a house, a walkway, or all of the above. We can deal with 

any exterior to make the fixtures blend in to the point they are 

virtually invisible until the lights are turned on.” 

There are several examples of Lakelight365 installations 

around the lake, the most notable being the Ship Store and fuel 

dock at Shangri-La Marina. 

Michael and Amanda are all about Shangri-La professional-

ly and personally. As a youngster growing up in Shangri-La Es-

tates, Michael’s family were members of the old Shangri-La. He 

is an avid golfer, his son loves the offerings at the Anchor, and 

he and Amanda are both fans of the restaurants, the Monkey 

Island lifestyle, and of course boating. 
“It will always be home to me,” Michael says. “I love 

spreading the word. A guy in Cabo San Lucas saw my Shangri-

La hat the other day and asked if it was from the Shangri-La in 

Oklahoma. On one of our trips, a ran into a guy who loved my 

Shangri-La monkey hat so much I gave it to him. I just need to 

buy more hats and travel to more places to keep spreading the 

word!” 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

UPCOMING AT THE ANCHOR: 
The Ultimate Christmas Party at the 

Anchor was a great success, and everybody 

had a lot of fun! We would like to shoutout 

and share a BIG thank you to everybody 

who came out and had a blast with us. Be-

tween the seasonal cocktail party specials, 
karaoke and seeing our Canned Food Drive 

Boxes FULL of canned goodies, we couldn’t 

have asked for a better night. Hopefully 

with Santa and an Elf present in the building 

during the party, nobody ended up on the 

Naughty List right before Christmas!    
 With the Ultimate Christmas Party 

behind us and the successful launch of the 

Anchor Pool League on December 9th, it is 

a good time to remind you about upcoming 

events at The Anchor that you will definite-

ly want to keep on your radar.  
The Anchor is the obvious place for 

sports – and January is a busy month, kick-

ing off with the CFP National Championship 

College Football Game Monday evening, 
January 10. NFL football gets very serious 

this month, too, with Wild Card Playoff 

games beginning Saturday, January 15. 
Thursday night play resumes January 6 

at 7:00 p.m. with Round 3 competition in 

our Winter Pool League competition. Our 

Members Only Winter Golf League indoor 

play in the Golf Simulator Room kicks off 

with Round 1 competition January 14 at 

6:00. 
We will be rolling out First Tuesday 

Trivia events beginning on Tuesday, January 

11th, at 7:00pm. This can be individual or 

team play and is free to enter with no regis-

tration required. Bring your friends and test 

your knowledge on a variety of trivia topics! 
Another event on the horizon will be 

the CXC Fast Lap February month-long 

racing competition utilizing the CXC racing 

simulators. Be sure to check out our Win-

ter Event Calendar for dates and times on 

our upcoming events. There are physical 

copies available at The Anchor for anyone 

who would like one. Please contact Lee 

Lawson at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com 

with any questions you may have about 

getting involved in any of our great winter 

events at The Anchor. 

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU 
Our goal is to enhance membership 

value and generate fun for everyone who 

visits The Anchor; and we always appreciate 

your input. Please contact me at 

Shaun.Tune@shangrilaok.com if you have 

comments or suggestions.  
Thanks. I’ll see you soon at The An-

chor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Shaun Tune, Director of Anchor Operations 

We have been having a blast at The Anchor the last few weeks, and we want to 

give a big thank you to all of our staff, members, guests, and everybody else was able 

to join us to make holiday memories!  

ALL THINGS RACQUET CLUB 
There has been a lot of fun lately even with the chilly weather because if you 

didn’t know…..the dome is NOW OPEN! This gives our guests the opportunity to 

continue playing their favorite sports throughout the winter season! The bubble pro-

vides protection from the outdoor elements and has been lined for multi-use for both 

tennis and pickleball! If you are playing in the dome, you must check in at the Racquet 

Club pro shop first. The dome has a fee to play for everyone, with amounts that vary 

based upon membership status.  
Members pay only $20 per court, per hour, regardless of the day, which can be 

broken down as $5 per person for a court group of four. The standard $10 guest fee 

remains the same. Weekday fee for non-members is $40 per court, per hour and $50 

per court, per hour on the weekends. Outdoor play pricing remains unchanged.   
The Racquet Club also held their Christmas Toy Drive Pickleball Mixer and it 

was an absolutely amazing turnout! Lots of fun was had, lots of toys were donated, 

and we had a blast! Thank You to everyone who participated and donated! Christmas 

was a little more exciting for a few kids thanks to the generous donations!  

BONDING AND MAKING MEMORIES! 
The Anchor was honored to host the wonderful people at TeamTri in Decem-

ber! They are a dynamic company, specializing in a broad range of leadership develop-

ment and business building services. A group of nearly fifty regional and national rep-

resentatives from around the country, many meeting for the very first time, partici-

pated in the Anchor Adventure Hunt & Ultimate Arcade Challenge, dynamic team 

events that are available for groups to utilize year-round at The Anchor. These team 
events are a great way for any group to learn about each other, tackle a collective 

challenge and, most importantly, have fun!  
Contact Lee Lawson at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com for more details about our 

dynamic team events packages. If you would like to schedule a team activities event, 

please contact Director of Sales Dana Able at Dana.Able@shangrilaok.com to do so.  

Lots of kids had a much better Christmas thanks to the generosity of participants  

in our Christmas Pickleball Toy Mixer. 

mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Shaun.Tune@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Dana.Able@shangrilaok.com


Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 

 Page 9 The Horizon: January 2022 

Starting the evening of fun with Ron Young, Gloria and Allen Pickens. 

 

Nothing starts a party at Shangri-La like pre-party cocktails!  

Paula and Danny Brumble are always about the  

Shangri-La special event schedule! 

 

Legendary crooner Wade Tower and his band provided the  

perfect musical entertainment for listening and dancing. 

 

Chuck and Victoria Perry arrived early so they wouldn’t miss a  

moment of the “Evening to Remember” December 18. 

 

A full complement of Grand Lake fun seekers enjoyed an evening of 

entertainment, dinner, and cocktails at the 2021 Winter Ball. 

 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Thursday, Sunday – 4:00-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 4:00-10:00 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday—Saturday 

Closed Sundays 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Sunday-Thursday – 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 

 

The Monkey Grind 
Sunday-Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

 

A group of TRI Leadership Resources (TeamTri) regional and national representatives  

joined us in December for team building exercises utilizing The Anchor Adventure  

Hunt & Ultimate Arcade Challenge 


