
 

At Shangri-La Resort Grand Lake  
is Finally as Much Fun in the Winter 

as it is in the Summer! 
 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina 

off with popular Sunday brunch 

offerings from our awesome 

culinary crew. There’s always 

something special happening at 

Doc’s. Tuesday night is Taco & 

Tequila night and Wednesdays 

feature Craft Burgers & Booze 

offerings in addition to the regu-

lar menu.  

Make Valentine Weekend 

EXTRA Special 

Valentine’s Day is always a 

special holiday, but you can 

make it even more special by 

taking advantage of multiple 

options at Shangri-La. February 

11-13, our $350 Valentine 

ty of dining, drinking and enter-

tainment options at Shangri-La 

whether you are staying at our 

hotel or not. 

Jason Morgan adds a spe-

cial flair to Karaoke & Prime Rib 

Thursdays – especially with his 

fun new Singo game! Live musi-

cal entertainment accompanies 

creative Chef’s Specials every 

Friday night at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill. The Monkey Grind, 

proudly serving Starbucks® 

products, is the perfect way to 

start the day, seven days a 

week. Follow that with break-

fast, lunch, and dinner service 

available daily at Doc’s, topped 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

For the first time in my years 

at Shangri-La, our team is as busy 

and as excited about the winter 

months as we have always been 

about the months on either side of 

it. Activities and available amenities 

during the month of February rival 

available options in the summer 

months.  

Our winter stay-and-play 

hotel packages are available 

through March, offering guests the 

perfect winter getaway weekend 

with $350 two-night packages that 

include pickleball, golf, or free play 

in the incredible arcade, virtual 

reality arenas, and simulator bays 

at The Anchor. But you have plen-
Continued on page 2…  
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Weekend two-night hotel package includes, 

room, champagne in your room, a three-

course dinner, and breakfast for two. 

You don’t have to be a hotel guest to 

enjoy a variety of offerings for the Valentine 

weekend, though. A special Doc’s Valentine 

three-course dinner is available February 12-

14 for $100 per couple.  

Doc’s isn’t the only option for a roman-

tic dinner, though. Following our special 

Members’ Valentine Wine Dinner at The 

Summit Restaurant, we offer Grand Lake’s 

most incredible romantic dinner to the gen-

eral public Sunday and Monday nights, Febru-

ary 13-14. The three-course dinner includes 

Salt Brick Ahi Tuna, an awesome Surf & Turf 

entrée featuring a 12-ounce Filet with two 

Maine Lobster Tails, topped with Chef Julie’s 

Chocolate Lava Cake for two. Priced at 

$180 per couple, this fabulous Sweetheart 
dinner is also available with individual wine 

pairings for each course for a $230 per cou-

ple dinner price.  

Special Valentine gifts are no problem, 

either. Chef Julie’s crew is in the kitchen 

preparing special sweet treats for your 

sweetheart – Red Velvet Cinnamon Rolls, 

Chocolate Covered Strawberries, Sweet-

heart Cream Tart Cookies, Strawberry 

Champagne & Red Velvet Cake Truffles, or 

Conversation Heart Mini Sugar Cookies.  

If you want to really make the weekend 

special, include a massage or special treat-

ment at The Spa at Shangri-La. And that’s 

just one weekend out of an amazing winter 

month of Shangri-La fun! 

Live Entertainment Line-Up for February 

If that’s not enough, outstanding live 

entertainment continues at Shangri-La 

throughout the month of February. The 

unparalleled Terry Jordan entertains nightly 

Valentine’s weekend at The Summit; and we 

feature live entertainment at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill every Friday night. In addition to Jason 

Morgan’s popular Thursday night Karaoke & 

Singo, our Friday night entertainers this 

month include Caleb Fellenstein, Scott Ingram, 

Cory Lee and Scott Musick.   

Fun All Month at The Anchor 

After kicking off the month with First 

Tuesday Trivia, Our Winter Golf League will 

play incredible courses every Friday night in 

the Simulator Bay – Troubador Golf Club, 

PGA National, and our Championship Match 

February 18 paying Liberty National. Coach 

Kerr’s team offers a special Valentine Pickle-

ball Clinic February 11-12 and a Valentine 

Mixer February 14, in addition to a busy 

schedule of Pickleball and Tennis Drills, Mix-

ers, weekly High School Drills, and open play 
both outdoors or in our heated dome. Every 

Continued from page 1…  

day of the week is another opportunity to 

entertain the entire family with a variety of 

games ranging from darts, pool, ping-pong 

and shuffleboard to dozens of challenging 

arcade games and virtual reality fun! 

And Sports Coverage?  

Are You Kidding Me? 

The Anchor has quickly become the 

go-to spot for sports fans; and February is 

a very special sports month. Daily cover-

age of the Winter Olympics runs February 

4-20. NFL Football coverage starts with 

the Pro Bowl February 6 and culminates 

with our fantastic Super Bowl LVI Watch 

Party at The Anchor Sunday, February 13. 

Add PGA Golf and NBA Basketball cover-

age, OU, OSU, and Arkansas college bas-

ketball, and the NBA All-Star Game Febru-

ary 20 – and you see why the giant video 

walls at The Anchor sports bar have be-
come the favorite spot for sports fans 

from throughout the region! Shangri-La 

Resort is truly the ultimate entertainment 

spot for winter fun at Grand Lake. 

Battlefield Progress 

The scenery changes every day as we 

continue construction progress on The 

Battlefield, our sensational new 18-hole 

Par 3 Course slated for opening in the Fall 

of 2022. The 3000-yard course will have its 

own Golf Shop, Turn House, golf cart 

facilities, and putting green, in addition to a 

dramatic layout with a 100-foot elevation 

change. We have pulled out all the stops in 

the design and construction of this course, 

and look forward to opening what will, 

without a doubt, be one of the most spec-

tacular Par 3 courses in the entire United 

States.  

Plan to Join Our Efforts to  

Protect Those Who Protect Us 

We will provide you with full details 

in the coming days and weeks, but we have 

begun coordinated efforts with several 

other Grand Lake businesses and commu-

nity leaders to undertake an important 

plan to provide protection for those who 

put their lives on the line each day to pro-

tect us. 

The Delaware County Sheriff’s De-

partment is desperately short of protective 

vests for officers. I was shocked to learn 

that we are sending men and women into 

harm’s way without adequate funding to 

provide them with the tools to protect 

their own lives as they protect ours each 

and every day. Unbelievably, the depart-

ment is short THIRTY protective vests for 

front line officers. They aren’t cheap. Each 

protective vest costs $1,500. That’s a 
$45,000 budget shortfall that leaves our 

important defenders without critical pro-

tection. Watch for details coming soon, 

and plan to help with a generous contribu-

tion to put an end to this unnecessary 

endangerment to our law enforcement 

officers. Soon, we’ll provide details on how 

you can help make this important inVEST-

ment to protect those who protect us! 

We Are Spreading the Good News!  

I have always said the promotion of all 

the available amenities offered at Grand 

Lake is a team sport; and the Shangri-La 

team is continuing our efforts to spread 

the news. Our Sales & Catering Teams 

shared the story with thousands of at-

tendees at the Oklahoma Boat Expo in 

Tulsa last month. This month, they will be 

headed to Kansas City to spread the good 

news at the Kansas City Golf Show Febru-

ary 25-27 at the Overland Park Conven-
tion Center.  

It is equally important to ensure that 

those who create laws and regulations for 

the tourism industry understand the im-

portance of the contributions the Grand 

Lake tourism industry adds to the Oklaho-

ma economy. Our government relations 

team always stays in close contact with our 

elected officials, but they will also be at the 

State Chamber of Commerce Legislative 

Reception in Oklahoma City February 16 

to make sure the Grand Lake story is 

heard throughout the halls of the State 

Capitol. 

Download Shangri-La’s  

Free Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow us on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter, Instagram, 

and Pinterest. The Anchor is also develop-

ing a faithful following on TikTok. 

We are grateful for the growing 

recognition of Shangri-La as the Premier 

Year-round Resort Destination in this part 

of the United States – and we are eternally 

grateful for the tremendous support from 

our growing membership. Thank you for 

your support, your patronage, and your 

friendship. 

Join us often – any time you have the 

sudden urge to Escape the Ordinary.  

 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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OR ENJOY AN ENTICING VALENTINE DINNER AND 

BRUNCH AT DOC’S 

We have prepared a special Valentine’s weekend Sweet-

heart Dinner special for those who prefer the more casual 

atmosphere at Doc’s Bar & Grill, too, offered Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday nights, February 12-14.  

The three-course Valentine’s Dinner at Doc’s starts with 

your choice of Oysters, Feta-Stuffed Mushrooms, or Pome-

granate Pork Belly Crostini, followed by your choice of entrée 

– Lobster Pasta, Chicken Medallions with Port Wine and Fig 

Sauce, or Peppercorn-Crusted Strip Steak Au Poivre. Chef 

Julie’s dessert choices include a White Chocolate Raspberry 

Ganache Tart, Chunky Monkey Cake, or Almond Joy Crois-

sant Bread Pudding. Doc’s Valentine dinner is priced at $50 

(or $100 per couple). Each adult will also receive a glass of 

Rose Wine or Prosecco.  

Don’t stop at dinner, though. Plan to join us at Doc’s 

Sunday, February 13 for a very special Valentine Sunday 

Brunch. Choices include a Cotija Guacamole & Chorizo Bene-

dict, a Croissant Breakfast Sandwich, Sweetheart Pancakes, or 
Mexican Breakfast Chilaquiles. Brunch entrees are priced from 

$12-$15.  

If you choose to make the weekend extra special, take 

advantage of our Resort Hotel’s $350 two-night special Stay & 

Dine package which includes Champagne in your room, dinner 

for two and breakfast for two at Doc’s! 

There is no place anywhere close to us that provides 

three meals a day seven days a week. We are thrilled at the 

amazing growth in popularity of Doc’s as the always-

dependable spot for anytime dining! 

AND FUN AT THE ANCHOR! 

Winter Olympic coverage is offered daily at The Anchor 

February 4-20, and food service is available at The Galley in 

The Anchor Thursday-Monday. If that’s not enough, our giant 

Super Bowl LVI Party lands right in the middle of Valentine 

Weekend – Sunday, February 13. There is no reason to spend 

your special holiday weekend anywhere else! 

LIVE FEBRUARY ENTERTAINMENT, TOO! 

Most places around Grand Lake tend to slack off a little 

during February. At Shangri-La, we crank up into a higher gear, 

instead! Doc’s Bar & Grill is all about adding entertainment and 

fun to go along with great food. We are continuing Friday 

night live entertainment throughout the year with a February 

line-up featuring Caleb Fellenstein, Scott Ingram, Cory Lee and 

Scott Musick.  Jason Morgan will continue to lead the Thursday 

night karaoke fun all month long with the addition of his fun 

new Singo musical game.  

Doc’s hours of operation are 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-

Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday.  

We appreciate your including us as your go-to source for 

food, beverages, live entertainment – and fun! We’ll keep it 

coming your way all year long. We’re looking forward to a 

really fun February and a very special Valentine’s Weekend at 

Shangri-La. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef  

February is a busy month for Executive Chef Michael Bujold  

and the Shangri-La Culinary Crew! 

I won’t lie. Even I am a little surprised to look up and discover 

that February is shaping up to be one of the busiest months of the past 

year for the Food & Beverage crew at Shangri-La. Between small cater-

ing events, large catering events, three-day Valentine Dinner specials at 

both Doc’s Bar & Grill and the Summit Restaurant, Chef Julie’s special 

Valentine treats-to-go offerings, weekly Sunday Brunch specials at 

Doc’s (including a very special Valentine Sunday Brunch), weekly Friday 

night Chef’s Specials, Taco & Tequila Tuesday specials, Craft Burger & 

Booze night specials every Wednesday and a big Super Bowl Party 

right in the middle of Valentine weekend – our back-of-the-house, 

front-of-the-house, bar, and catering crews are braced for the most 

amazing winter month ever at Shangri-La.  

VALENTINE’S WEEKEND AT THE SUMMIT 

Every night at The Summit Restaurant is special, but we’re pulling 

out all the stops for the biggest romantic weekend of the year. The 

Summit will be open to Members and Resort guests only on February 

10-13, but will be open to the general public to share the magic of the 

Summit on Sunday and Monday, February 13-14. Chef Matt has out-

done himself with an incredible three-course dinner available with or 

without wine pairings for each individual course. Start with Salt Brick 
Ahi Tuna ahead of an incredible Surf & Turf entrée including a 12-

ounce Sirloin Steak with two Maine Lobster Tails, twice Baked Pota-

toes & Grilled Asparagus. Wrap up the culinary perfection with Chef 

Julie’s Chocolate Lava Cake for two. With individual wine pairings for 

two with each course, cost of the dinner is $230 per couple ($180 per 

couple without wine pairings). Reservations are strongly advised! 

The Summit Restaurant continues winter hours of operation (4:00

-9:00 Thursday & Sunday, 4:00-10:00 Friday and Saturday) with nightly 

entertainment Valentine weekend by Terry Jordan.  
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GREAT BOAT SHOWS! 

Another great boat show-filled January is in the books. The Nichols Marine at Shangri

-La team was the largest exhibitor at both the Oklahoma Boat Expo in Tulsa and the OKC 

Boat & RV Show in Oklahoma City – and sales indicate the economy is strong and interest 

in boating is high. 

This was the first year for the Oklahoma Boat Expo at the Cox Business Convention 

Center in downtown Tulsa, and it was a great kick-off, for sure! Bennington Tritoons and 

Chaparral Sport Boats were the biggest sellers at both shows, with significant action on 

MasterCraft boats, as well. Early season sales left us with no Chris Craft or Robalo boats 

to display at either show, but we have four more Robalo boats coming soon.  

If you are planning on a new boat for the 2022 summer season, I can’t over-

emphasize the fact that you need to get your selection nailed down. We have boats that 

have been ordered, and the Nichols team can provide you with information to see if there 

is a boat in the production line that fits your needs. Some Bennington 22-footers are in 

stock with more on order. The most popular Grand Lake models – 24 and 25-footers are 

in shorter supply, but more are enroute. We have one remaining Bennington 25 QX – the 

fiberglass top-of-the-line Bennington with a 400 HP outboard Mercury, but that is the last 

one we will be able to get this model year.  

Additional 21 and 23-foot Chaparrals (both surf and regular models) are enroute – 

and two more 307 and 30 Surf models are enroute and available. Everything else is pre-
sold.  

A NEW SEASON IS ON THE HORIZON! 

Shangri-La Marina is a year-round operation, and we remain open throughout the 

winter from 9:00-5:00 Monday-Saturday (closed Sundays). We’re fighting our way through 

the coldest days of the year right now, but believe it or not, Spring is just around the cor-

ner. 

It is less than six weeks until Daylight Saving Time returns (March 13), extending the 

daylight boating hours later into the evening hours. Spring 2022 officially arrives one week 

later. Before you know it, we’ll be sitting in the sunshine at Eddy’s Bar & Grill and checking 

out the live entertainment line-up. 

In the meantime, remember that both Doc’s Bar & Grill and The Anchor at Shangri-

La are open seven days a week year-round. If you are a year-round boater, you’ll be happy 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

January was a two-boat-show-month for the Nichols Marine at Shangri-La team  

(from left) Mike Williams, Gary Nichols, Steve Ridenour, and Tyler Sourjohn. 

that both are just a few steps from the cour-

tesy slips at Shangri-La Marina. Doc’s is open 

for breakfast, lunch, and dinner (with live 

entertainment Friday nights). The Anchor is 

open 11:00-10:00 Sunday-Thursday, and 

10:00-midnight Friday & Saturday. It is the 

perfect indoor entertainment spot for the 

entire family – and the ultimate spot to 

catch the Winter Olympics and Super Bowl 

LVI. 

IS YOUR BOAT READY  

FOR THE WATER? 

Even though the weather may be a little 

chilly right now, warmer days are right 

around the corner – and now is the time to 

make sure your boat is ready for those great 

days on the water. If you need cosmetic 

work, outdrive service, impeller changes or 

other maintenance work, schedule it now. 

You don’t want to interrupt the beautiful 
boating days ahead with work that can be 

handled now.  

It’s not too early to get on the dewin-

terization schedule, either. You may not 

want your boat dewinterized right now, but 

the Nichols Marine team is already putting a 

calendar together. If you need maintenance 

work – or you just want to be sure your 

boat is dewinterized when you’re ready for 

it, contact Tyler Sourjohn, Service Manager 

at Nichols Marine, and get on the schedule. 

Call 918-257-5500 or email ty-

ler.s_nichols@yahoo.com. Or, contact us at 

the Ship Store and we’ll be happy to get you 

in touch. 

THE SHIP STORE IS  

OPEN AND STOCKED! 

Our ship store is open year-round 

offering a variety of merchandise for boaters 

- fuel, oil, gear lube, dock lines, fenders, life 

jackets, cleaning supplies and air pumps for 

those inflatable water toys – but there is so 

much more.  

We have a great selection of new 

hoodies and cool-weather clothing. Stop by 

and check out our supply of long sleeve 

button-up shirts, long-sleeved tees, and all-

weather gear. Before you know it, spring 

and summer clothing will be arriving, as well. 

Remember, too, Shangri-La Marina is 

one of the top dealers for HydroHoist Boat 

Lifts. If your new boat purchase includes the 

need for a different lift, we’re here to help. 

As always, our crew is here for you if 

you need anything at all. If you have ques-

tions or need assistance, stop by any time, 

email marina@shangrilaok.com, or give us a 

call at 918-257-4898. 

mailto:tyler.s_nichols@yahoo.com
mailto:tyler.s_nichols@yahoo.com
mailto:marina@shangrilaok.com
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Congratulations to McKayla Rutherford on her promotion to Executive 

Meetings Manager in the Shangri-La Sales Department. 

Shangri-La members are undoubtedly familiar with 

McKayla Rutherford, but may not be familiar with her new 

role on the Shangri-La Resort Sales Team. McKayla began 

working in Food & Beverage ten years ago. As the longest 

tenured F&B player, she actually started working at Eddy’s 

before it was even Eddy’s. She began working there when it 

was still Island Joe’s ten years ago when she was only 16 years 

old. 

She quickly became a well-known mainstay of the Mon-

key Island food & beverage industry – serving food, bringing 

cocktails, taking photos for memory-makers, explaining local 

attractions and other Shangri-La venues, even as she worked 

to complete her undergraduate degree work at Oklahoma 

State University and Rogers State University. 

In May 2021, she graduated with a Bachelors Degree in 

Business with a minor in Marketing. She wanted to pursue a 

new career utilizing her degree, but she didn’t want to leave 

the Shangri-La Team. 

“I talked to (CEO) Barry (Willingham) and said I was 

looking for an opportunity that would allow me to stay here,” 
she says. “He talked with (Director of Sales) Dana (Able) – 

and they came up with the position I have now. I love it. I’m 

so grateful.” 

McKayla has now moved up on the Shangri-La flow chart 

to her new position as Executive Meetings Manager in the 

Shangri-La Sales Department. 

“Over the years, Shangri-La has built a tremendous fol-

lowing of golfers from throughout the country. Those people 

are my focus. I deal with golf groups, booking stay & play 

Staff Spotlight: McKayla Rutherford 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

events that extend for several days, as well as golf groups that 

just want to come play for a day.” 

Admittedly, it is a sharp turn in her career path. 

“It’s different than my years in Food & Beverage, for 

sure,” she laughs. “I’m used to running around waiting tables, 

making sure everyone has what they want. Now I sit at a desk 

in an office, but I’m still making sure people get what they 

want. I still get to see a lot of people who love their experi-

ence at Shangri-La. We already have a lot of golf groups 

booked for this year – and some have already booked for next 

year.”  

Born in St. Louis, McKayla moved with her family to 

Grove when she was only twelve, and graduated from Grove 

High School. He family still lives in Grove. In addition to her 

responsibilities at work, she also has growing responsibilities at 

home, along with Tyler Starkey, her partner of eight years. She 

is the mother of a four-year-old son, Grecyn, and is expecting 

a new daughter in July. 

“It’s a lot different in this position, working 8:00-5:00,” 

she says. “And, unless I have a big event, I have weekends off. I 
get to spend a lot more time with my family.” 

“I love people,” she says. “That’s why I got into the food 

& beverage business in the first place, and I’m excited to devel-

op even more contacts and help more people experience all 

we have to offer at Shangri-La. We have a great team now, 

too. That makes all the difference, and I’m excited to be a part 

of it.” 

McKayla enjoys fishing and “hanging out with my family,” 

she says. She is active in the Mountain Movers Church east of 

Grove and is obviously a loving and dedicated mother.  

Disciplined and dedicated – both at work and in her per-

sonal life. Those are valued traits that make McKayla Ruther-

ford not only an important asset to the Shangri-La Team, but a 

valued friend and co-worker, as well. We’re lucky to have her 

as a reliable mainstay at Shangri-La Resort. Happy ten-year 

anniversary to McKayla. And congratulations to her on her 

new position! 

Shangri
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Member Profile: Butch & Diane Bruenger 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Butch and Diane Bruenger have deep Kansas roots – but they are well into a seri-

ous lifestyle transplant to Grand Lake. Diane grew up primarily in Hillsboro, Kansas, 

but her young life involved significant moves “chasing my Dad’s dreams,” as she puts it.   

“My dad moved around a lot because he was pretty much always looking for a pot 

of gold. First we went to Portland, Oregon, then he heard about a fabulous opportuni-

ty in Fairbanks, Alaska so we moved there for a while,” says Diane.  “Finally, when 

none of his Alaskan dreams panned out, we moved back to Forks, Washington and 

bought a jewelry store.  When it didn’t do well, we moved back to Kansas.” 

She trained for her business career at Wichita Business College and worked for a 

brief time for a heating and air conditioning company, then for a service station equip-

ment company before joining a trucking company – M. Bruenger Co., Inc. where she 

met a fellow named Butch…Bruenger. 

Butch was born and raised in Wichita.  His dad was the founder of M. Bruenger 

Co., Inc. 

“My folks grew up in the depression,” Butch recalls.  “My dad was a hard worker.  

He tried being a dairy farmer.  That didn’t work out very well. A farm hand stole my 

dad’s truck and took it to Virginia.  My dad went to Virginia to pick up the truck, but 

he didn’t have money to make the trip back, so he bought a load of apples to sell to 

pay his expenses. That’s actually how my dad decided he was going to make his money 

in the trucking business.” 
He started a produce company, a farmers’ market, a frozen food company, and 

took over a Coors Beer distributorship. 

“Unfortunately, he sold the beer distributorship before Coors became so popu-

lar,” Butch laments. 

From the produce house, Butch’s Dad finally got to the point he was running 9 or 

10 trucks, and the trucking part of the business was always his first love.  He bought 

Max Francis Trucking in the 1960s, and began growing the truck line. It wasn’t an over-

night success, but in the end, it was a huge success. 

After an initial failed attempt at college, Butch joined the Navy, then returned to 

achieve his higher education goals at Wichita State University. His dad continued to 

grow the trucking company, purchasing an old drive-in movie theater location to build 

a new headquarters for the growing operation. 

I had a date at that drive-in theater in 

1968,” Diane laughs.  “Little did I know I 

was going to work there for over 40 years.” 

“I had worked at all the businesses my 

dad owned,” Butch reflects.  “I was a sack-

er, a delivery driver, a produce sacker.  

After Wichita State, I went to work for the 

trucking company.  We had about 60 trucks 

by then.  I started in the wash room, went 

to the tire shop, and learned how to drive 

big trucks. 

“My father unexpectedly passed away 

in 1975. I was only 30 years old, but the 

family had me take over the company.  I 

knew the service side, and was very ener-

getic.  I was a little short on financial man-

agement, but I was fortunate to have good 

people,” Butch says.  “We just caught a 

star.” 

In May, 2011, Butch and Diane sold the 
company to trucking giant Roadrunner 

Transportation Services.  

Butch and Diane still have a home in 

Wichita, but they spend an ever-increasing 

amount of time at Grand Lake.  Their love 

affair with the lake began in 1990 when 

Butch attended an Oklahoma Truck Associ-

ation meeting at Shangri-La in 1990. He 

stayed at Vista Towers.  Ten years passed 

before friends invited them to join them for 

a weekend at Grand Lake – and they were 

hooked. They bought a home in Island Park 

on Monkey Island and joined Shangri-La. In 

2009, they moved to their current home in 

Pointe Marin, adjacent to the Shangri-La 

Resort Hotel. 

“We saw the Monkey Island area in its 

worst times, and we liked it then,” Butch 

laughs. “But after Eddy Gibbs bought Shan-

gri-La, every day got better…and every day 

still gets better.  It is really a great destina-

tion point now – and we get to LIVE here! 

We love the clubs and restaurants on Mon-

key Island and the options just keep grow-

ing. With the opening of The Anchor, we 

have another bar within a golf cart ride of 

home! I can’t wait until the new Par 3 

course opens this fall. That will be yet an-

other entertainment option! Life here just 

keeps getting better!” 

“Just don’t let Eddy’s coffers run dry,” 

Diane jokes, referring to Shangri-La Resort 

owner Eddy Gibbs.  “If he hadn’t come 

along, nobody would have saved this place – 

certainly not to the extent he has.  We love 

the club – and we’re thrilled with the hotel, 

The Anchor, and the growing list of ameni-

ties.” 

The Bruengers are now Monkey Island 

Continued on page 7…  

Butch and Diane Bruenger: Enjoying the Grand Lifestyle more each year!  



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Left) Congratulations to Team Six, our Winter Pool League Championship Team: Jerry Cookson, Zane Malone, and Tracy Parrotte! 

 
(Right) McKayla Rutherford and Dana Able were on hand to spread the Shangri-La news at the Oklahoma Boat Expo in Tulsa last month. 

Next up? The Kansas City Golf Show! 

 
(Bottom) It was our pleasure to host the South Grand Lake Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors for their annual Board Retreat at 

Shangri-La last month.  
 

Continued from page 6…  

fixtures.  Butch is an avid golfer and works out regularly at the 

Shangri-La fitness center. Both Butch and Diane love boating.Their 

boat is at Shangri-La Marina, a short golf cart ride from home. It’s 

a lifestyle that fits them well! 

“A friend of mine, Cari Williams, is a real estate broker.  She 

was telling me one day that a client of hers said he wasn’t sure he 

wanted to live on Monkey Island, because it seemed like it was just 

a party place,” Diane laughs.  “I said – PERFECT!” 

“I always said I wouldn’t drive three-and-a-half hours to get to 

heaven,” Butch adds. “Now, I don’t think anything about driving 

three-and-a-half hours just to get to Grand Lake!” 

“And it IS heaven,” Diane says. 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

league in the spring, likely beginning in 

March. The Anchor Spring Event Calendar 

will be dropping soon, so be sure to pick 

up a copy at the Anchor or download a 

digital copy from our website. Also, be 

sure to follow us on Facebook & Instagram 

to stay up to date with all the latest infor-

mation on our tournaments, leagues, 

events, & specials at the Anchor! 

Upcoming Events at The Anchor 

February might be a short and cold 

month, but that doesn’t mean there won’t 

be PLENTY of action at The Anchor. The 

entire month of February is playing host to 

an ongoing competition called “CXC Fast 

Lap February.” The name is cool, and the 

concept is simple – whoever records the 

fastest verified lap on the CXC race simu-

lator on our Black Cat County track during 

the month of February wins! 
Here’s how to play: just drop by the 

Anchor command center & tell our helpful 

staff that you want to participate. It costs 

$5 (cash only) per play, which gets you two 

minutes of practice time and three laps to 

run. Your fastest lap will be recorded by 

our staff & placed into the leaderboard. 

You can play as few or as many times as 

you want, and you can choose any car! If 

one car doesn’t perform the way you want, 

you can choose a different car on your 

next play. The leaderboard will be updated 

& posted weekly, and final results will be 

announced on Tuesday, March 1st. The 

winner will receive half of the cash prize 

pool! 

Our Members’ Winter Golf League 

play continues in the simulator bay each 

Friday night through February 18. This 

month, players will be playing great courses 

– the Troubadour Golf Club, PGA Nation-

al and the Championship Match at Liberty 

National. Competition is at 6:00 each Fri-

day night. 

Super Bowl Party! 

Join us on Sunday, February 13th at 

4:30pm for the Anchor Super Bowl Watch 

Party! We’ll be rolling out the Hooray Grill 

again to create a gridiron tailgate atmos-

phere and experience you won’t want to 

miss. Featured menu items include Touch-

down Cheeseburgers, Super Wings, & Goal 

Line Nachos. Drink specials will include 

Touchdown Tea & canned beer. All food 

items will be purchased with tickets that 

will be sold by the Hooray grill, similar to 

the set-up for the Bedlam & bowl games. 

We look forward to seeing you there…

and every day at The Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Shaun Tune, Director of Anchor Operations 

We have been having a blast at The Anchor the last few weeks, and we want to 

give a big thank you to all of our staff, members, guests, and everybody else who has 

been able to be with us and make memories! Without you, we wouldn’t be here or 

having all the fun we’ve had together. Let’s Dive In! 

All Things Racquet Club 

There has been a lot of fun lately even with the chilly weather because if you 

didn’t know...the dome is OPEN! This gives our guests the opportunity to continue 

playing their favorite sports throughout the winter season! The bubble provides pro-

tection from the outdoor elements and has been lined for multi-use for both tennis 

and pickleball!  

If you are playing in the dome, you must check in at the Racquet Club pro shop 

first. The dome has a fee to play for everyone, with amounts that vary based upon 

membership status. Members pay only $20 per court, per hour, regardless of the day, 

which can be broken down as $5 per person for a court group of four. The standard 

$10 guest fee remains the same. Weekday fee for non-members is $40 per court, per 

hour and $50 per court, per hour on the weekends. Outdoor play pricing remains 

unchanged.   

The Racquet Club has added a 10:00 a.m. Pickleball Mixer on Mondays and is 

hosting a Valentine’s Mixer on Saturday February 12th at 3:00 p.m. For more infor-

mation, please contact Todd Kerr, Racquet Club Director at 
Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com or 918-787-1235.  

Pool Sharks! 

The first ever Pool League at The Anchor wrapped up with Championship Play 

on January 27th and was a big success. Six teams of three (18 total players) competed 

on Thursday evenings over the past eight weeks to determine who the champion 

would be. Ultimately, Team Six made up of Jerry Cookson, Zane Malone, and Tracy 

Parrotte proved victorious with an undefeated record of five wins and zero losses! 

Congratulations, guys! 

Due to the success of the first Pool League, there will be another organized pool 

Plan to join the fun at the Super Bowl LVI Watch Party at The Anchor Sunday, February 13! 

mailto:Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com


Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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State Representative Sheila Dills has filed legislation that  

would create an “Oklahoma Golf Trail.” 

Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell 

Bill to create Oklahoma Golf  Trail filed by Representative Sheila Dills 
By Ken MacLeod 

Golf Oklahoma Magazine 

A bill to create an Oklahoma Golf Trail was filed in the Ok-

lahoma House of Representatives by state rep Sheila Dills, R-

Tulsa, on Thursday, along with a separate bill to create an annual 

Oklahoma Golf Day to celebrate the game and it’s impact on 

business, tourism and recreation in Oklahoma. 

With the Oklahoma Golf Trail Creation Act, Dills hopes to 

mirror the success of the Oklahoma Fishing Trail, which accord-

ing to metrics used by Oklahoma Tourism is estimated to bring in 

$45 million annually to the state above expenses. 

The bill would create a commission to create a set of stand-

ards for inclusion on The Oklahoma Golf Trail. Funding was 

largely unaddressed in the bill and would have to be worked out. 

Dills and Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell, who has 

been a staunch supporter, envision the Trail creating more play 

for Oklahoma courses from both inside and outside the state. 

“I envision the funding to be a public/private partnership” 

Dills said, explaining that the commission would need to investi-

gate advertising and marketing expenses and opportunities. 

Dills, who played collegiately at Oklahoma State, is a former 

four-time Women’s Oklahoma Golf Association State Amateur 
Champion and a past president of that organization. She has long 

worked diligently to promote the game at all levels. 

“I think this is a great opportunity to help promote many of 

the golf courses in the state, bring about economic development 

and attract people from out of state,” Dills said. “Golfers know 

that Oklahoma is a golf mecca but sometimes the average person 

doesn’t understand what a jewel we have here. How we’re host-

ing major championships, have these tremendous college pro-

grams right up through the professional ranks. 

“When a major championship such as the PGA Champion-

ship comes to Tulsa this spring, companies from all over the 

country will be looking not just at Southern Hills but at the com-

munity and the state. I think we have a lot to show off. The Trail 

will just be another opportunity for us to keep building tourism.” 

The nine-person commission would have five members 

appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, two by the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives and two appointed by the Presi-

dent Pro Tempore of the Oklahoma State Senate. 

The bill asks that members be knowledgeable about the 

Oklahoma golf industry as well as tourism and commerce in 

Oklahoma. 

Once criteria for being a part of the trail is created and 

courses selected, the Trail would be promoted both in-state 

but particularly to enhance natural travel patterns of visitors to 

the state. Pinnell said that means Texans, who are already 

flooding into southeastern Oklahoma around the Beavers Bend 

State Park, to get on the trail. A natural entry point is on I-44 

in the northeast and Shangri-La Resort stands out as a natural 

to anchor incursions from Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, Nebras-

ka, Iowa and elsewhere. 

“We’re very interested,” said Mike Williams, Director of 

Communications and Government Relations for Shangri-La. 

“We have a lot of questions and want to see how it is funded, 

whether they are going to require participating courses to pay 
to be on it, where the advertising dollars will come from and 

how they’ll be spent, lots of details. But we certainly are inter-

ested and believe it can be a great thing for golf and tourism.” 

“As I think our Oklahoma Fishing Trail has demonstrated, 

when you promote unique attractions in our state, it can in-

crease revenue and this is a wonderful opportunity to increase 

golf participation,” Pinnell said. “As we’ve seen with trails in 

Alabama, Louisiana and other state, they can really help create 

more tourism leading to job creation. We have some of the 

most wonderful courses in these unique geographic settings 

around the state and we have to advertise and promote these 

hidden gems.” 

 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Thursday, Sunday – 4:00-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 4:00-10:00 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday—Saturday 

Closed Sundays 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Sunday-Thursday – 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 

 

The Monkey Grind 
Sunday-Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

 

Congratulations to Larry Callison on his 6th career Hole in One carded at Shangri-La Sunday, 

January 23, 2022. Larry aced #2 Legends from 182 yards with his 5-iron. The shot was  

witnessed by his sons Jeremy and Grant, Congrats Larry! 


