
 InVESTment Fundraising Dinner, Easter 
Brunch, The Masters Tournament and the 
“Hackmasters” Highlight a Busy April at 

Shangri-La Golf Club & Resort 
 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina 

Area Chamber of Commerce, 

and the Grand Laker newspaper 

to raise money to protect those 

who show up daily to protect all 

of us. Now, we are asking for 

your support in this important 

cause.  

The April 9 event will be 

held in the Roosevelt Ballroom 

at Shangri-La Resort Hotel with 

cocktails at 6:00 and dinner at 

7:00 p.m. Please RSVP today to 

confirm your reservation to join 

us. It is simply wrong to expect 

the Delaware County deputies 

to put their lives on the line 

without available protection.  

All donations will be eligi-

ble for tax deduction.  All 

checks should be made out to 

credible outpouring of support, 

we expect to achieve and possi-

bly exceed the initiative goals, at 

which point the funds received 

will go towards the purchase of 

defensive weapons which are 

also very deficient in the depu-

ty’s vehicles.  An accounting of 

all items purchased will be pub-

lished shortly after the conclu-

sion of this campaign.  The sup-

port the community has 

demonstrated has been incredi-

ble, and I personally appreciate 

the outpouring of contribution.  

This is an important per-

sonal mission for me; and Shan-

gri-La Resort has been joined by 

Patricia Island Country Club, 

Arrowhead Yacht Club, Chero-
kee Yacht Club, the Grove 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

Please mark your calendars 

for Saturday, April 9 and submit 

your RSVP to join other con-

cerned Delaware County resi-

dents at Shangri-La Resort for a 

very special reception and dinner 

to provide much needed support 

for the law enforcement profes-

sionals at the Delaware County 

Sheriff’s Office. 

The Sheriff’s Office needs 30 

additional protective vests for 

deputies who put their life on the 

line daily. The vests are not cheap. 

They cost $1,500 each. The April 

9 “InVESTment” dinner is a $100 

per plate dinner with all net pro-

ceeds going to the fundraising 

drive to purchase the vests for 

these important law enforcement 
professionals. Because of the in-

Continued on page 2…  
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WAAMI (Women’s Auxiliary Association of 

Monkey Island), which is a 501C entity.  We 

so appreciate WAAMI for their participation 

in facilitating this benefit for contributions! 

RSVP today by contacting Dana Able at 

918-257-7714 or v ia email da-

na.able@shangrilaok.com OR Linda Wall at 

918-257-7716 or via email at lin-

da.wall@shangrila.ok.com and reserve your 

spots or a table at this dinner. Your support 

and your presence at this special dinner 

sends a message to our law enforcement 

community that we value their lives as much 

as they value ours.  

Your support for this fundraiser and 

your presence at the event sends a message 

to our law enforcement officers that we the 

people share the same concern for their 

protection that they share for ours. 

I look forward to your RSVP and I hope 
to see you at this vitally important fundraiser 

Saturday evening, April 9 at Shangri-La Re-

sort Hotel. Let’s stand together for this criti-

cally important cause in our community. 

And Here Comes Easter 

Can you believe it? Easter is just a cou-

ple of weeks away. Chef Mike and his culi-

nary crew have outdone themselves prepar-

ing very special menus at both Doc’s Bar & 

Grill and the traditional Easter Brunch at 

The Summit Restaurant. The Summit holiday 

menu includes Roasted Pheasant, Broiled 

Haddock, Rosemary-Garlic Roasted Chicken, 

and Pasta Primavera along with the tradition-

al breakfast buffet, cold display, and a Prime 

Rib and Pork Tenderloin Carving Station all 

priced at $45 for adults and $20 for children 

12 and under. You’d better get those reser-

vations! 

Lots of Fun on the Golf Course 

We were honored last month to host 

some of the best golfers in this part of the 

United States as golf professionals from 

three PGA Sections converged on the Shan-

gri-La course for a fabulous PGA Shootout. 

Play on our course is up significantly from 

last year – and we have more and more golf 

groups booking their annual trips to Shangri-

La. This month, a record-setting group re-

turns. The Marquart Golf Group will be on 

the course this month for their 33rd consec-

utive year; and the HGA Golf Group returns 

for their 31st consecutive year. What a lega-

cy! 

The Men’s Golf Association and the 

Shangri-La Women’s Golf Association are 

gearing up for another season on the course; 

and PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch 

and his team will host the year’s first Cou-

ples Mixer April 24.  
There’s No Golf Month Like Masters 

Continued from page 1…  

Month 

If it’s April, it must be time for the 

biggest of all golf tournaments. The Mas-

ters is scheduled for April 7-10 – and there 

is no better way to catch all the action 

than watching it on the giant video walls at 

The Anchor. Shangri-La golfers can’t resist 

the temptation to compete, of course. 

There’s a full line-up for a really fun event 

that was the brainchild of Shangri-La mem-

ber Marshall Brackin. The appropriately 

named “Hackmasters” tournament will 

provide plenty of golf course fun at Shangri

-La Masters weekend.  

We Need to Revisit the  

Resort Pool Rules 

Believe it or not, we are already see-

ing increased visits to our resort pool at 

the hotel; and it is important to revisit the 

rules for utilizing this popular Shangri-La 
amenity. We are thrilled that our 6,500 

square foot pool, splash pad, tanning ledge, 

and hot tub are so popular – but those are 

amenities offered exclusively to our regis-

tered hotel guests, Shangri-La members, 

and guests who are accompanied to the 

pool by hosting Shangri-La members. It is 

okay for our members to bring guests, but 

it is NOT okay to send guests. Unaccom-

panied guests and the general public are 

not allowed at the pool.  

We want the resort pool and pool 

bar to continue to be favorite gathering 

spots for our members and hotel guests – 

and strict enforcement of our pool access 

rules is a must if we are to maintain a re-

laxing and fun experience for those who 

have authorization to use them. Please be 

considerate of the verification process at 

the pool entry gate and note that the 

South Gate of the pool has been perma-

nently closed due to a continued shortage 

of available personnel.  If you are coming 

to the pool from Eddy’s parking lot, you 

will need to go through Doc’s to access 

the primary entry point for the pool.  A 

little cooperation from our highly valued 

membership will help us ensure the contin-

ued enjoyment by those it was intended to 

serve. We will be sending pool entry pro-

cedures and other guidance for members 

over the next few days.  

It’s Always Fun at The Anchor 

With all the arcade games, virtual 

reality challenges, and golf and shooting 

simulator bays – not to mention the most 

popular sports bar in the area and indoor 

tennis and pickleball – there’s always plenty 

of fun at The Anchor; but we have some 

very special events on the calendar this 
month. 

Our “Tuesday Trivia” night wraps up 

in April with its final month of competition 

each week. More teams are joining the fun 

every week. You can play with a team, 

bring your own team, or play solo. There 

is no cost to participate, and there are 

great prizes for the winners. Win or lose, 

it’s a great evening of fun and a chance to 

sharpen your knowledge base. 

As we wrap up play in the Spring Golf 

League, play continues with another two 

weeks of play in our Spring Pool League. 

Later this month, watch for your oppor-

tunity to register for competition in our all

-new WIFFLE® Ball League! 

April is a big month for the sports bar 

at The Anchor, too. We have great PGA 

golf coverage every week, but things are 

getting serious on the PGA Tour, highlight 

by The Masters April 7-10. The NCAA 
Tournament and Women’s NCAA Tour-

nament wrap up next week, just in time 

for the NBA Playoffs to get underway April 

17; and we’ll have plenty of OU, OSU, TU, 

and Arkansas sports, and continuing NAS-

CAR coverage, as well!  

There is always something to enter-

tain kids of all ages at The Anchor! 

The Racquet Club at  

The Anchor is a Busy Place 

Tennis and pickleball play at The Rac-

quet Club at The Anchor are running at 

record pace. Todd Kerr and his team have 

put together an aggressive schedule of fun 

events, lessons, clinics, and opportunities 

to make new friends on both the outdoor 

and indoor courts. 

During the month of April, there is a 

variety of weekly Pickleball Drills, Tennis 

Drills, Ladies’ Morning Mixers, Co-Ed Pick-

leball Mixers, and a weekly Monday 

“Competitive Night” for those who are a 

little more serious about the games. 

If you are a Pickleball enthusiast, we 

have an especially fun event set for the 

evening of April 9. You may be getting 

pretty good at the game, but how are you 

with that other hand? Join us at 7:00 p.m. 

April 9 for our first “Pickleball Opposite 

Hand Mixer.”    

Battlefield Progress 

The scenery continues to change 

every day as we continue construction 

progress on The Battlefield, our sensation-

al new 18-hole Par 3 Course slated for 

opening in the Spring of 2023. The 3000-

yard course will have its own Golf Shop, 

Turn House, golf cart facilities, and putting 

green, in addition to a dramatic layout with 

a 100-foot elevation change.  
The layout is complete and we are 

 
Continued on page 9…  
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venues for the upcoming summer months – and I’m really 

excited about the new offerings for our members and guests. 

At Doc’s Bar & Grill, our upcoming menus will add a 

Southwest Salad, a Cajun Shrimp Po Boy Sandwich, a Chicken 

Salad Croissant, a Fried Bacon Chicken Ranch Sandwich, and a 

Mediterranean Vegetarian Sandwich, as well as a Steak of the 

Week, Mediterranean Salmon, a Fried Shrimp Platter, Caprese 

Pasta, Green Beans & Roasted Peppers, and a Wild Rice Pilaf – 

all in addition to the current Doc’s favorites. 

We are planning to return The Galley at The Anchor to 

full lunch & dinnertime operations by April 27 – and we will 

offer some great new menu items there, as well. By popular 

demand, we’re adding a Ball Park Burger, as well as Chicken 

Salad, Chicken Thigh Wings, and a wonderful addition to our 

flatbreads menu – Chicken Bacon Ranch! 

Before you know it, Eddy’s Lakeside Bar will be pulling in 

the boating and golfing crowd with great weekend entertain-

ment and al fresco dining & drinking fun in the sun! Opening in 

Mid-May, the new menu offerings at Eddy’s will include Chick-

en Thigh Wings, a Black & Blue Burger (Angus patties with 
Blue Cheese & Bacon), Caesar Salad and Chicken Caesar Sal-

ad, Chicken Bites, and Corn Dogs.  

We are really excited about season ahead – and some 

fabulous new menu items at all our popular venues.  

SPECIAL NIGHTS AT DOC’S 

We like to think every day offers something special at all 

our dining & drinking venues at Shangri-La, but our featured 

“special offering” evenings at Doc’s Bar & Grill continue to 

grow in popularity. We kick off the week of specials each 

week with “Taco & Tequila Tuesday” offering classic tacos as 

well as a specially created taco offering each week, along with 

those special margaritas that also are specially priced.  

Wednesday nights, we bring the same tradition at “Craft 

Burger & Booze Night” featuring both our traditional Doc’s 

burgers, plus a unique and special creation each week. Thurs-

day night is our popular “Prime Rib Special” with the added 

attraction of Jason Morgan’s karaoke and Singo fun; and we 

offer a different Chef’s Special at Doc’s each Friday night, ac-

companied by great live entertainment from a different per-

former from your list of favorites each week. 

LIVE MARCH ENTERTAINMENT, TOO! 

With more people returning to Grand Lake for fun as we 

kick off a new Spring season this month, we are continuing 

with the same great offerings of live entertainment that we 

provide year-round at Doc’s Bar & Grill.  

The April Friday Night Entertainment line-up features 

Nick Whitaker, Caleb Fellenstein, Clint Ingram, Ryan Graham, and 

Scott Musick.  Jason Morgan will continue to lead the Thursday 

night karaoke fun all month long with the addition of his fun 

new Singo musical game.  

Doc’s hours of operation are 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-

Thursday, 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday.  

We appreciate your including us as your go-to source for 

food, beverages, live entertainment – and fun! We’ll keep it 

coming your way all year long. We’re looking forward to a 

really fun Aprikl, and busy days & nights ahead at Shangri-La. In 

the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef  

Executive Chef Michael Bujold 

As if March wasn’t busy enough in the Food & Beverage Depart-

ment, April is on line to set new records at Shangri-La. We kick off the 

month with some NCAA Tournament Watch Party fun at The Anchor 

including a great tailgate cookout on the Hooray Grill. We are excited 

to host a tremendous amount of catering activity with business groups, 

reunions, weddings, golf groups, and conventions filling all the space at 

Shangri-La.  

April 9 we will host Grand Lake supporters of our dedicated law 

enforcement professionals in the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office with 

a great evening of cocktails and dinner as we raise money to provide 

them with badly needed protective vests. 

OH, YEAH…and EASTER! 

We have gone off the rails preparing for a memorable Easter week-

end at Shangri-La. Easter Sunday brunch will be special at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill – but we have certainly pulled out all the stops for our annual East-

er Sunday Brunch at the Summit Restaurant from 10:00-2:00 on Easter 

Sunday April 17. 

Our menu at the Summit will include the traditional Breakfast Buf-

fet with assorted pastries a muffins, as well as pancakes, bacon, sausage, 

scrambled eggs, biscuits & gravy and an Omelet Station. Our Cold Dis-
play will include a cheese display, seasonal fruits, peel & eat shrimp, and 

assorted salads. 

In addition to Prime Rib and honey Dijon roasted Port Tenderloin 

on the Carving Station, our entrée choices include Roasted Pheasant 

with a Normandy Sauce, Broiled Haddock, Rosemary-Garlic Roasted 

Chicken, and Pasta Primavera. Side offerings include Mac & Cheese, 

Grilled Asparagus, Roasted Red Potatoes, Creamed Peas, Wild Rice, 

Garlic-Herb Mashed Potatoes, and Southern Style Green Beans. Chef 

Julie will have plenty of fabulous dessert offerings to top off your holiday 

meal including delightful Chocolate Easter Bunnies! At only $45 for 

adults and $20 for children age 12 and under, this Easter offering at The 

Summit promises to be a holiday meal you’ll remember for a long time! 

GREAT NEW MENU OFFERINGS 

We are in the final stages of finalizing new menus for our various 
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THE 2022 BOATING SEASON IS UNDERWAY 

Shangri-La Marina has been busier than usual for this time of year. 

Every day that includes sunshine and temperatures above 60 degrees 

seems to be a boating day this year! We’re ready. The marina has 

been totally dewinterized, so there is water available on all the docks 

and pump-out facilities at the fuel dock are operational.  

We have been working throughout the winter months to take 

care of maintenance and landscaping. We will soon have new and im-

proved personal watercraft fueling stations to prepare for more effi-

cient and convenient service for this ever-expanding market. As al-

ways, both gasoline and diesel fuel are available at the fuel dock which 

is now open seven days a week 9:00-5:00. We will expand our hours 

of operation even later in the day next month. 

IT’S DEWINTERIZATION TIME FOR YOU, TOO! 

Service technicians get incredibly busy this time of year as boat 

owners dewinterize their boats and have maintenance issues handled 

in preparation for the busy boating months. It is time to dewinterize. 

Even if you don’t want your boat dewinterized right now, you should 

be getting your name on the long list of boaters who are planning to 

hit the lake soon. Crews can’t dewinterize all the boats at once, so it’s 
smart to have your name on the list with the date you want your boat 

to be prepped for fun. 

For boats in Shangri-La Marina, contact Tyler Sourjohn, Service 

Manager at Nichols Marine. Call 918-257-5500 or email ty-

ler.s_nichols@yahoo.com. This is also the perfect time to take care of 

oil changes, drive service, impeller replacement and any cosmetic 

work you need.  

BOAT RENTALS ARE BACK WITH MORE OPTIONS 

With the official arrival of Springtime, boat rentals are once again 

lake-ready and available. This year, we have some very nice boats avail-

able in the rental fleet. In addition to our fleet of pontoons, tritoons, 

and personal watercraft, we have added four new Chaparral bowrid-

ers to the rental fleet at Sail Grand – two 21-footers and two 23-

footers. We are also completing maintenance and cosmetic improve-

ments to our luxurious 63-foot Bluewater charter yacht. If you plan a 

charter in the coming weeks and months, now is a good time to make 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

New 21-foot and 23-foot Chaparral bowriders have been added to the  

Sail Grand boat rental fleet at Shangri-La Marina. 

sure your dates are available. Our parasailing adventures get 

underway for 2022 on Memorial Weekend.  

During April, boat rental operations will be handled at the 

Ship Store rather than at the Sail Grand office. You may reserve 

your boat by calling 918-257-6000 or handle reservations online 

at www.sailgrand.com.  

Fun at Shangri-La is always accessible by boat – seven days 

a week. Both Doc’s Bar & Grill and The Anchor at Shangri-La 

are open seven days a week year-round. Both are just a few 

steps from the courtesy slips at Shangri-La Marina. Doc’s is open 

for breakfast, lunch, and dinner (with live entertainment Friday 

nights). The Anchor is open 11:00-10:00 Sunday-Thursday, and 

10:00-midnight Friday & Saturday. In mid-May, Eddy’s Lakeside 

Bar at the marina will also open for weekend fun, including live 

entertainment all summer long!  

VISIT THE SHIP STORE 

The Shangri-La Marina Ship Store is a great place to find 

unique logoed clothing items, souvenirs, boating accessories, 

sunglasses, and snacks. We still have some great hoodies and 

chilly weather clothing, and new merchandise is arriving for the 
Spring and Summer seasons, as well. If you haven’t visited the 

Ship Store for a few weeks, you haven’t seen everything that is 

available for boaters, lake lovers, and visiting tourists.  We are 

open seven days a week, so we’re always here for your shop-

ping convenience.  

The bands have been booked for the summer at Eddy’s 

Lakeside Bar, the 2022 menu is planned with some outstanding 

new menu items, and preparations for the season are underway. 

Eddy’s fun is just a few weeks away. 

As always, our marina crew is here for you if you need 

anything at all. If you have questions or need assistance, stop by 

any time, email marina@shangrilaok.com, or give us a call at 918

-257-4898. 

NASCAR is no longer just a spectator sport at The Anchor.  

Join Lee Lawson each week to pick the winners! 

mailto:tyler.s_nichols@yahoo.com
mailto:tyler.s_nichols@yahoo.com
http://www.sailgrand.com
mailto:marina@shangrilaok.com
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Shangri-La Director of Catering Linda Wall is a two-time r 

ecipient of the Oklahoma Hotel & Lodging Association’s  

“Employee of the Year” award. 

Linda Wall recently celebrated five years as Director of 

Catering at Shangri-La Resort; and she has seen a lot of chang-

es in those five years. The resort hotel, the spa, The Anchor, 

and the Racquet Club were all just dreams when she joined the 

effort to turn the vision of a world class resort on Grand Lake 

into reality. Linda came to Shangri-La from Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino in Tulsa where she served as Senior Conference Ser-

vice Manager for seven years until joining the Shangri-La staff in 

January 2017 in preparation for opening of the Shangri-La Re-

sort Hotel in June of that year. 

Linda is a native of Minnesota and began her career in St. 

Cloud, Minnesota following her education in Food & Beverage 

Management at Willmar in Minnesota. She first came to the 

four-states area when she accepted a job as Director of Cater-

ing at the Hilton Hotel in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

From Arkansas, she moved to Tulsa where she worked in 

catering at a variety of facilities. Her first job in Tulsa was Di-

rector of Catering at the Tulsa Sheraton. She also served as 

Senior Catering Manager at the Double Tree at Warren Place, 

Director of Catering at Embassy Suites, and Director of Cater-
ing for the Tulsa Convention Center and BOK Center before 

moving to Hard Rock. 

“There’s a good chance many of our members and guests 

have already experienced my work at one of those places,” she 

laughs. 

Linda is obviously no stranger to the high-end catering 

business, but she is also very comfortable as an important part 

of the Shangri-La Resort management team. 

“It’s rare in this business to be able to provide virtually 

every amenity people could want,” she says. “Whether it’s a 

Staff Spotlight: Linda Wall 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 
golf group, a major convention, a family reunion, a corporate team-

building exercise, a spa weekend, a wedding – or even a WIFFLE® 

Ball or Pickleball Tournament – we have the staff, facilities, amenities 

to make every event a memory-maker. My job is a lot easier because 

of the tremendous support we have from top management who are 

willing to make the necessary investment to make sure we can ac-

commodate virtually every customer’s wishes.”  

Linda doesn’t waste much time traveling to and from work. Her 

condo at Vista Tower plants who right in the middle of Shangri-La 

activities whether she is at work or at home. She enjoys “the arts, 

shopping, checking out new restaurants, and spending time with my 

friends and family,” although she admits “this line of work doesn’t 

allow a lot of free time.” 

There is no shortage of stress in the job of coordinating a cli-

ent’s wishes with all the different departments who play a role in 

fulfilling a memory-making experience – Food & Beverage, the Spa, 

The Anchor, the Banquet Crew, and the Golf, Anchor, and Racquet-

ball teams. It’s an all-encompassing job at an all-encompassing resort 

– but Linda’s quick sense of humor, laid-back demeanor, and “can-

do” attitude make it all seem easy to the casual observer. As a two-
time winner of the Oklahoma Hotel & Lodging Association Employee 

of the Year, she has the endorsement of her peers as “the best!” 

“I just want every member and guest to love this place as much 

as well all do,” Linda explains. I work with (Director of Sales) Dana 

Able and our entire team to make sure the facilities, the service, the 

food and the experience are everything our clients hope for. Dana 

and I are a great team. She books the events, and it’s my job to take 

what she commits us to, and make it happen,” she laughs. 

“My focus is on making sure those who book events at Shangri-

La are met with service and food that exceeds their expectations so 

they will return time and again. 

“We have a beautiful facility, and it’s in such a great location. 

The fun-loving lifestyle on Monkey Island is a perfect fit for what we 

offer at Shangri-La – and it’s a perfect fit for me, too,” she says. “I 

love the camaraderie of our membership and the Monkey Island 

community, as well as all the new friends we make by exposing new 

visitors to our resort and the community.  

“This is a great place to work – and a great place to live. I love 

the area, and I love Shangri-La. I just want to do my part to make 

sure our members and guests find our resort to be the perfect place 

– with service and food to match. I just want them to have as much 

fun as I do!” 

Shangri
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Member Profile: Heather & Kenny Cole 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Kenneth Cole, Jr. – “Kenny,” as everyone 

knows him, has a lifelong love of golf. In fact, he 

and his wife Heather actually met at a golf course – 

Heritage Hills in Claremore. Kenny had grown up 

in Claremore; and Heather is from nearby Verdi-

gris.  

“I was working at the golf course,” Heather 

explains.  “That’s pretty much the only way it 

would be possible to meet Kenny.  It was just like 

our life now.  I was working and Kenny was play-

ing,” she laughs.  

Ironically, although Kenny has given Heather 

several lessons, she has actually only played golf 

once. 

“I’ve hit a few balls on the driving range, but I 

have actually only played golf once,” Heather says. 

“The only time I played was in a couples mixer at 

Shangri-La, and I met (Oklahoma City native and 

New England Patriots All-Pro wide receiver) Wes 

Welker! I’m still on track to learning when our 
son, KC, learns…but we’ll see how that goes.”  

Their son is a third generation Kenneth Cole, 

but Heather and Kenny rejected suggestions from 

friends to call him “Mini-Kenny,” opting instead for 

KC III. Now a third-grader at Grove Elementary, 

KC hasn’t gotten serious about the game, but if 

past is prologue, he’s not far away. 

“He’s nine years old,” Kenny says. “I was 10 

when I reached the point I couldn’t think about 

anything but golf.” He still thinks about it all the 

time, and his love of the game has certainly served 

him well. 

“I got to play at the Junior World Tournament in Doral. I got paired with a 

kid from Spain.  I actually got sick and had to withdraw from the tournament,” 

Kenny recalls.  “The guy from Spain finished second, I think.  He went on to do 

just fine.  It was Sergio Garcia.”   

Kenny went on to do just fine, as well.  A golf scholarship took him to Oral 

Roberts University where his team won the Mid-Continent Conference golf title 

every year he played, and Kenny won the individual Mid-Continent Conference 

Player of the Year title in 1998. 

After college, he even hit the professional circuit for a couple of years, 

playing the Adams Tight Lies Tour as well as the inaugural year of the Gateway 

Pro Tour. 

“My highlight was probably in 2001,” Kenny recalls.  “The U.S. Amateur 

was at Pebble Beach.  My buddy Mike Ryan was caddying for me.  We were at 

OKC Golf & Country Club….and I was way ahead.  I gagged on the last three 

holes of the first round.  The second day I fell apart but made a great late run 

and ended up missing a spot in the U.S. Amateur at Pebble Beach by a single 

stroke.  I always remember the near misses and the butt kickings, but I’m telling 

you -- it’s tough out there!” 

Kenny has given up his daily play but is still on the course at least twice a 

week.  As a scratch golfer, he still carries a 0-1 handicap. His best was a +4 
handicap, “but that was a long time ago,” he laughs. 

Even his business is golf oriented, managing Grove and Claremore opera-

tions for Classic Golf Carts, a company his parents Sally and Ken Cole, Sr. start-

ed in 1986 in Claremore.  

Heather left a career in banking when KC was born, but she always had a 

love of interior design. Four years ago, she joined Amber Benson at Nuance 

Interior Designs.  

 “I was a stay-at-home mom for about five years. When KC started school, 

it was time for me to get back in the work field. Luckily, Amber was needing 

some help, and it all just fell into place. Working for her has been the best expe-

rience ever!”  

Kenny and Heather both have deep Grand Lake and Shangri-La roots.  In 

the mid-80s, as a child, Kenny made regular trips to the old Shangri-La Resort 

where his dad brought golf carts by the semi-load.  Heather’s mother, Charlene, 

ironically worked for Shangri-La owner Eddy Gibbs at his home in Owasso for 

almost a decade. 

“As soon as we got married in 2004, we packed everything up and moved 

to Shangri-La,” Heather says.  “We were lucky enough to find a place in Vista 

Towers.  We moved there a week after we were married, and joined the club 

at Shangri-La.” 

Four years ago, they built a home in The Cliff. Now, instead of living on the 

south edge of the Shangri-La Golf Course, they live on the north edge. 

“We’ll never leave the Shangri-La area,” Kenny says flatly.  “Eddy Gibbs 

built a beautiful playground for all of us to play on.  There’s no reason for us to 

leave this place.  I don’t ever want to live more than a golf cart drive away from 

Shangri-La.”   

Kenny’s favorite Shangri-La amenity is obviously the golf course. A four-

time Shangri-La Club Champion who boasts two career hole-in-one shots, he is 

a fixture at the Friday Night Horse Race Competition.  

“That’s my favorite activity by far,” he says. “How far it has grown is amaz-

ing. It’s a giant social event with a competitive aspect. It’s definitely something I 

look forward to all week long.” He participates in the “Sunday Swing” and 

sneaks onto the course most Wednesday afternoons. He loves club competi-

tion, especially the Run a Monkey Tournament and the Trappers Cup, tourna-

ments founded by fellow club members Nevyle Cable and Ben Gibbs, respec-

tively. He also enjoys the newer HackMasters Tournament, started by member 

Marshall Brackin. 

“Our members are the best at getting involved in hosting some unique 

tournaments at our home course,” he says. “I can’t wait for this year’s 

Continued on page 7…  

Kenny & Heather Cole with KC III: “We never want to 

live more than a golf cart ride away from Shangri-La!” 



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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Continued from page 6…  

Hackmasters Tournament, coming up this month.” 

Heather’s favorite Shangri-La spot is “the pool, for sure! We 

love to go down to the hotel and swim in the resort pool.” 

Now, of course, The Anchor has been added to their regular 

Shangri-La spots – and they have provided some stiff competition 

in Tuesday Trivia matches.  

While Kenny is occupied with golf, Heather enjoys painting, 

music, hanging out with family and, of course, decorating. KC is 

occupied with video games, basketball, football, and friends. Kenny 

is still hopeful of extending the family golf legacy. 

“I still haven’t given up on Heather learning, but I’m not 

holding my breath,” he confesses, “but she is very supportive 

of my love for the game. KC is slowly getting more interested 

in it. We’ll get out on the course this summer, and I think he 

will fall in love with the game in a few years. I always said I 

wasn’t going to be that dad who forces their kid to play golf – 

but I think this summer, I’m probably going to be that dad,” he 

laughs. 

“We’ll see how that goes,” Heather grins. “As KC gets 

older, it’s pretty evident I’m going to have to play more golf or 

I’m never going to see these two guys!” 

Director of Player Development Ryan Dalton (left) and PGA 

Professional Joe Hassler begin a nine-week Shangri-La Spring 

Golf Clinic Series this month. Clinics are $25 for members. 

The first clinic is Saturday, April 2 at 3:00 p.m. and will focus 

on “pitching.” Sign up by calling the Golf Shop at 918-257-

4207. Subsequent clinics are at 3:00 on subsequent Saturdays 

with the following focus: 

 

April 9th – Pitching 

April 16th- Bunker 

April 23rd- Putting Alignment  

April 30th- Putting Stroke 

May 7th- Short Irons 

May 14th- Long Irons/Hybrids 

May 21st- Fairway Woods 

June 4th- Drivers 

(Top Right) We’re still spreading the Grand Lake news! Director of Sales 

Dana Able and Director of Catering Linda Wall visited with all comers at 

the Tulsa Home & Garden Show. (Bottom Right) Terry Jordan will entertain 

every Saturday night in April at the Summit Restaurant (the photo bomber 

will be here this month, as well). 

Congratulations to Shangri-La’s own Lee Lawson on his 

first career Hole in One! He carded his ace on #2 

Champions at Shangri-La from 145 yards with his 9-

iron. Great shot, Lee! 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

try and hit closest to the pin. If you get a hole in one or within a 

foot of the hole, you will automatically receive half of that cash 

pot. If no one is able to get a hole in one or within a foot of the 

hole, the participant that is closest to the pin for that week will 

win half of the cash pot. Second Hole is Shangri-La Legends Hole 

4, running from Monday April 4th to Sunday April 10th.  

Spring Pool League Championship 

If you are looking for a good show, come out to the Anchor 

on April 14th at 7:00 pm to watch our Spring Pool League Champi-

onship take place! We have had a blast hosting our spring pool 

league with weekly competitions and expect it to be a great finale! 

Anchor Egg Hunt 

Come out on Easter Sunday April 17th at 1:30 pm for our first 

annual Anchor Easter Egg Hunt! It is free and open to the public 

for kids 12 & under! There will be eggs hidden around the proper-

ty and the Easter Bunny might just make a special appearance for 

guests to take pictures with, as well! We hope to see you there!  

Anchor Raceday Nascar Squares 

Fire up those engines and head down to the Anchor for NAS-

CAR Raceday! Every week we will update our NASCAR Square 
board with the current Top 10 Racer Standings and display them 

for you to see! You will pick your choice of who you believe will 

win first and second place and we write your name on that square. 

Your first square is FREE. If you would like to have an additional 

square to better your odds, you’re in luck! We have teamed up 

with Food & Beverage to bring you a special offer just for NAS-

CAR! For just $15 you get one additional square, a soft drink, a 

hot dog of choice and a run of 3 laps on our CXC racing simula-

tor! Our CXC sim is the same system that professional NASCAR 

drivers use to train and practice for their next race, so let’s get 

you behind the wheel! If you have any questions or comments, 

please contact Lee Lawson at Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com for 

more info!  

Stay tuned for Wiffle Ball League Sign ups! 

We are in the process of creating a Wiffle® Ball League to be 

hosted at our Mini-Fenway Wiffle® Ball park throughout the sum-

mer! If you or your family and friends are interested, please let us 

know and sign up! More details will be released as league time 

approaches, but the League Registration is open now and play will 

begin on May 26th. TO REGISTER VISIT: bit.ly/slwiffleball  

If you have any questions or comments please contact Lee at 

Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com for more info!  

The Anchor Spring Event Calendar has also now been re-

leased, so be sure to pick up a copy at the Anchor or download a 

digital copy from our website. Also, be sure to follow us on Face-

book & Instagram to stay up to date with all the latest information 

on our tournaments, leagues, events, & specials at the Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Shaun Tune, Director of Anchor Operations 

The Anchor is the Grand Lake spot for non-stop fun and 

never-ending sports coverage, and we just wanted to give a big 

THANK YOU to all of our staff, members, guests, and every-

body else who has been making their memories here! Without 

you, we wouldn’t be having all this fun! 

All Things Racquet Club 

There has been a lot of action lately even with the chilly 

weather because, if you didn’t know...the dome is OPEN! This 

gives our guests the opportunity to continue playing their favor-

ite sports throughout the winter and chilly spring seasons! The 

bubble will provide protection from the outdoor elements and 

has been lined for multi-use for both tennis and pickleball! 

If you are playing in the dome, you must check in first at the 

Racquet Club pro shop. The dome has a fee to play for every-

one, with amounts that vary based upon membership status. 

Members pay only $20 per court, per hour, regardless of the 

day, which can be broken down as $5 per person for a court 

group of four. The standard $10 guest fee remains the same. 

Weekday fee for non-members is $40 per court, per hour and 

$50 per court, per hour on the weekends. Outdoor play pricing 
remains unchanged.   

The Racquet Club is hosting an Opposite Hand Pickleball 

Mixer on April 9th at 7:00 p.m. There is no cost to members and 

a $10 guest fee allows non-members to participate. For more 

information, please contact Todd Kerr, Racquet Club Director, 

at Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com or 918-787-1235.  

Upcoming at The Anchor 

Join us each Tuesday from now until the end of April at 

7:00 pm in The Anchor Bar for Trivia Tuesday! Each week we 

will have questions of various categories for you to play and test 

your knowledge in the best ways! Trivia is absolutely FREE to 

play, open to the public of all ages, and can be played individually 

or as your own team of no more than five contributing brains! 

Along with trivia being a blast, it has grown in popularity, so 

make sure to show up early and get a good seat! Follow us on 

Facebook and Instagram to stay up to date on trivia and see 

sneak peeks at the categories for each week! 

Closest to the Pin Virtual Golf Challenge! 

During the first week of every month for Spring we will be 

hosting a Closest to the Pin Virtual Golf Challenge! The way it 

works: Bring $10 cash to the Anchor Command Center and 

grab one of our amazing staff members and tell them you would 

like to participate in the challenge. You will get ONLY 5 shots to 

Sign-ups are underway for the new WIFFLE® Ball League at T 

he Anchor. Play begins later this month.  

mailto:Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Lee.Lawson@shangrilaok.com


Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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SLWGA participants in the 3rd Annual Snow Bunny Golf Event: Gaylyn 

Haynes, Cheryl Dalton, Susan Jones, Cheryl Brecheisen, Peggy Howard

-Burgess, Liz Paden, Judi Barber, and Melissa Scribner.  

SLWGA 2022 Board Members (front row) Susan Jones, 

Peggy Blair, Cheryl Brecheisen, Peggy Howard-Burgess, 

(back row) Judi Barber, Carol Cable, Gloria Pickens,  

Candy Brasel, and Candy Couch.  

SLWGA News 
By Candy Brasel 

We are all ready for SPRING, SUNSHINE & GOLF!   Am I right? 

Lots of planning has been going on to prepare for our ladies’ SLWGA 

golf league this year.  First off,  meet our new SLWGA Board. 
2022 Board members are Judi Barber, Past President, & Away Golf 

Chairperson;  Carol Cable, Treasurer; Gloria Pickens, 18-

hole  Chairperson; Candy Brasel, Publicity; Candy Couch, Secretary; 

Susan Jones, 9 Hole Chairperson; Peggy Blair, Member-at-Large; Cheryl 

Brecheisen, President; and Peggy Howard-Burgess, Vice President. 
The SLWGA 3rd Annual “Snow Bunny” Event was a little different 

this year.  As you might recall, February was cold with snow & freezing 

temperatures, so we decided to be creative and take advantage of our 

new facilities at The Anchor.  Eight ladies were paired and participated 

in our Simulator Shangri-la golf course mini-tournament. It was great 

fun and if you find your play day is cancelled due to weather, you might 

try it.   
The SLWLGA Spring Brunch/Meeting “SWING FEVER” is quickly 

approaching!  Please plan to attend this event on Saturday, April 9th at 

the Summit at 10:30 a.m. in the Charles Davis Room.  You may sign up 

on the website or by contacting Peggy Howard-Burgess @ 405-826-

1080.  Please do so ASAP as we need to report a final count by April 

5th.   
You may also pay your dues at the meeting if you haven’t already 

done so. REMEMBER to wear your name tag, too! Golf 

following brunch, make your reservations on the web-

site. 
Updates to the SLWGA website are being made at a 

rapid pace these days.  Please familiarize yourself with it 

and check it frequently to assure that you are aware off 

the many golf and social events available to you in the 

months ahead. 
Our 2022 Guest Day will be on Monday, May 

2.  Grab a guest for a “Monkey Fun” day of golf followed 

by lunch. 
Looking forward to a fun year. If you would like to 

join us check our website for more information. 

SAVE THE DATE 
April 9, 10:30 a.m. - SLWGA “SWING FEVER" Brunch/

Meeting at the Summit Charles Davis Room. Reserva-

tions can be made on our website or call: Peggy Howard-

Burgess. 405-826-1080. Deadline for registration is April 

5.  $30 per person. Golf following lunch, make reserva-

tions on website. May 2, 9:00 a.m. - SLWGA Guest Day 

“MONKEY FUN” Golf / Lunch. 

IT’S ALWAYS A GREAT DAY AT 

SHANGRI-LA.  ENJOY! 

working hard to obtain the required materials and equipment to com-

plete the project.  As everyone on the planet is aware of supply chain 

shortages, we are experiencing the same.  These delays will move our 

opening from Fall 2022 to Spring 2023.  Looking beyond this interrup-

tion in the schedule, we have pulled out all the stops in the design and 

construction of this course, and look forward to opening what will, 

without a doubt, be one of the most spectacular Par 3 courses in the 

entire United States.  

Download Shangri-La’s Free Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please be sure to download the 

Shangri-La Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s the best way 

to stay current with Shangri-La’s special offerings and 

events as well as current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-2122 to down-

load the app. It’s that easy. You can also follow us on our 

website at www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Facebook, 

and follow us on Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. 

Thank you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship. We hope you will join us often at Shangri

-La Resort – any time you have the sudden urge to Es-

cape the Ordinary.  

Continued from page 2…  

http://www.shangrilaok.com


 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Sunday-Thursday – 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 

 

The Monkey Grind 
Sunday-Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

 

Golf Shop 
7:00 a.m-7:00 p.m. Mon-Wed. 

7:00 a.m.-8 p.m. Thurs-Sun 
 

Turnhouse 
7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Thursday, Sunday – 4:00-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 4:00-10:00 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Seven Days a Week 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Congratulations to Shangri-La member Kenny “Tippy Toes” Cole on his second career Hole in 

One carded on Saturday, March 19! He accomplished the feat when he aced #4 Legends with 

his 7 iron from 160 yards. The shot was witnessed by Marshall Brackin, Chad Dalton and 

Ryan Dalton. 


