
 

Thanksgiving-to-Go, Festivus Party, 
Black Friday Seafood Dinner, New 

Operating Hours, New Menus, and…
Breakfast anyone? 

 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina 

dars and plan on some great 

discounts on merchandise and 

apparel as we all begin Christ-

mas shopping. The next week, 

the Summit Restaurant and 

Buffalo Bar will be closed 

Thanksgiving Day, but we will 

offer a wonderful Thanksgiving 

Buffet at Doc’s Bar & Grill from 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. We hope 

you will join us. 

If you are planning to enjoy 

your family at home for the 

Thanksgiving holiday, there’s no 

reason for you to worry about 

all that cooking. Our Food & 

Beverage team will do all the 

tors from all corners of the 

state as the Oklahoma Marinas 

Association Annual Conference 

returns to Shangri-La. A week 

later, November 8-9, we’ll 

show off our golf course to 

guys who maintain their own. 

Golf course superintendents 

from Oklahoma and Arkansas 

will gather here for a day of 

meetings and a little Ryder Cup 

competition on the course. 

This month’s schedule also 

includes our always-fun Mem-

bers Festivus Party which will 

be held at The Anchor for the 

first time on Saturday evening, 

November 20. Mark your calen-
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

I was honored to address the 

South Grand Lake Area Chamber 

of Commerce Membership Lunch-

eon last month to share news 

about the continued growth and 

development at Shangri-La; and we 

are privileged to host the South 

Grand Chamber’s Annual Banquet 

featuring Oklahoma Department 

of Commerce Executive Director 

Brent Kisling November 18th, as 

well – but that only represents a 

fraction of what is happening in a 

busy November at Shangri-La.  

Having just hosted firefighters 

from throughout the state, we 

kick off the month November 3-4 

hosting marina owners & opera-

Continued on page 2…  
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work, and you take all the credit. We are 

now accepting “Thanksgiving-to-Go” orders. 

Contact Linda Wall to place your order. Call 

9 1 8 - 2 5 7 - 7 7 1 6  o r  e m a i l  l i n -

da.wall@shangrilaok.com.  

The day after Thanksgiving, the Summit 

re-opens for one of the most popular dinner 

events of the year – our Black Friday Sea-

food Buffet from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Chef Mike 

and Chef Matt have been planning this one 

for a while. Be sure to make your reserva-

tions! 

Saturday of the holiday weekend, you 

know exactly where to go to work off those 

turkey and seafood calories: The Anchor for 

the much anticipated OU-OSU Bedlam Foot-

ball! That should be a fabulous watch party – 

and a great game! 

New Menus, Hours of Operation,  

and Specialty Nights 
As we say farewell to Daylight Saving 

Time this week, we are moving more of the 

fun indoors and changing our operations to 

better accommodate the desires of our 

members and guests. Doc’s Bar & Grill is in 

full three-meal-a-day mode, now open for 

breakfast from 7:00-10:00 Monday-Saturday. 

Sunday Brunch is offered from 7:00 a.m.-2:00 

p.m. Lunch and dinner service are available 

too, of course, and an all-new lunch/dinner 

and pizza menu will debut November 4 at 

Doc’s. Those awesome pastries and beverag-

es continue to be available daily at The Mon-

key Grind, a proud purveyor of Starbucks® 

products – and more! 

Thursday night karaoke at Doc’s has 

moved indoors and the Shrimp Boil has been 

replaced by an awesome Prime Rib Special. 

Live entertainment continues every Friday 

night; and a different Friday night Chef’s 

Special will be offered weekly starting No-

vember 12. Beginning November 9, the Craft 

Burger & Booze night moves to Wednesday 

night and Taco & Tequila Tuesday has re-

turned to Doc’s to get you through the win-

ter. In addition to our Thursday Night Prime 

Rib & Karaoke with Jason Morgan, the No-

vember live entertainment line-up at Doc’s 

features Caleb Fellenstein, Nick Whitaker, Mark 

Gibson, and Scott Musick. There is nothing 

“seasonal” about the year-round fun at Shan-

gri-La. 

Chef Matt’s team at the Summit will 

also unveil an all-new fall/winter menu on 

November 4, as the Summit and Buffalo Bar 

move to winter hours of operation offering 

dinner service from 4:00-9:00 Thursday and 

Sunday, and 4:00-10:00 Friday and Saturday. 

The popular flown-in-fresh seafood specials 

will continue weekly through November. 

Continued from page 1…  

The Summit will be closed Monday-

Wednesday, and lunch service will be avail-

able only at the Turn House and Doc’s. 

The Anchor is THE Grand Lake  

Place to Be! 

The sports bar at The Anchor has 

proven to be the most popular gathering 

spot on Grand Lake for sporting events. 

We’ve had great fun during the World 

Series – and Game Day College Football 

Saturdays are the ultimate! All the college 

football, NFL, NBA, NFL, and PGA excite-

ment continues non-stop this month. If 

you’re not a part of The Anchor sporting 

events watch party crowds, you’re missing 

some really fun times! 

In addition to the incredible populari-

ty of indoor arcade games, virtual reality 

fun, and golf & shooting simulators, Pickle-

ball, WIFFLE® Ball, tennis, and basketball 
have been big outdoor attractions at The 

Anchor; but with the arrival of cooler 

weather, outdoor sports also now include 

an indoor option. If you have been to The 

Anchor lately, you have undoubtedly no-

ticed the huge dome that now covers two 

of the tennis courts. Those courts will also 

be double-striped to allow for enclosed 

competition for both pickleball and tennis. 

Next Up? A Par 3 Course and Event 

Center 

Work is continuing at break-neck 

speed on “The Battlefield,” our new 18-

hole Par 3 golf course now under con-

struction behind the Monkey Island Fire 

Department. I couldn’t be more excited 

about the evolution of that course layout 

in a scenic area with 100-foot change in 

elevation leading to the Grand Lake shore-

line. It is going to be one of the most spec-

tacular Par 3 courses anywhere – and will 

result in Shangri-La being one of the few 

courses with a wide variety of play on 45 

picturesque golf holes! 

The facility will have its own small 

clubhouse and turn house concessions and 

golf carts, as well as a short driving range 

for warm-ups and a putting green. The full 

practice facility and driving range will re-

main adjacent to the main Shangri-La club 

house. 

In conjunction with construction of 

the Par 3 course, we are also planning a 

new 10,000 square-foot Event Center to 

accommodate our ever-increasing demand 

for indoor facilities to meet the needs of 

larger groups, weddings, and other special 

events. We hope to have both the Par 3 

course and the Event Center in full opera-

tion by fall of 2022. 

A Busy Time Ahead at Shangri-La! 

It’s the party season of the year, and 

more and more groups, families, and busi-

nesses are selecting the facilities at Shangri-

La as the perfect spot to entertain friends, 

family, and colleagues. The schedule is 

filling fast, so make your reservations now 

for wonderful holiday fun. To schedule 

your party, contact Director of Sales Dana 

Able at 918-257-7714 or email her at da-

na.able@shangrilaok.com.  

Our event booking over the next few 

months – even well into next summer – 

continue to grow at a rapid pace. Ban-

quets, weddings, conferences, retreats, 

reunions, stay & play packages, and family 

vacations are all growing at record-

breaking pace. If you would like to join the 

fun with your group, please get in touch 

with Dana. Dates for the next year are 
filling quickly! 

We’re Always Hiring! 

With Oklahoma’s unemployment rate 

at 3.0%, hiring is always a challenge – and 

we are always looking for qualified mem-

bers of the Shangri-La team. If you know of 

someone interested in a great job in a fun 

environment, please send them our way. 

It’s easy to apply online on our website; or 

interested applicants may fill out applica-

tions at the hotel front desk.  

Download Shangri-La’s  

Free Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow us on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. The Anchor is also building a follow-

ing on TikTok. 

We are grateful for the growing 

recognition of Shangri-La as the Premiere 

Year-round Resort Destination in this part 

of the United States – and we are eternally 

grateful for the tremendous support from 

our growing membership.  

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 

better than it was the day before. Thank 

you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship. 

Join us often – and Escape the Ordi-

nary! 

 

mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
mailto:dana.able@shangrilaok.com
mailto:dana.able@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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oyster, seafood salad, crawfish gratin dip and a sushi 

display. Entrees are off the charts – Seafood Linguini, 

Thai Shrimp, Blackened Redfish, Tuscan Salmon, and 

Flank Steak Oscar. Top it off with one (or more) of 

Chef Julie’s fabulous desserts. Priced at $65 for adults, 

$30 for kids. You know you’re going to be sick of 

turkey by Black Friday – so make your reservations 

soon! 

SHANGRI-LA THANKSGIVING –  

AT YOUR PLACE OR OURS 

Although the Summit Restaurant will be closed 

Thanksgiving Day, we have planned a fabulous Thanks-

giving Dinner Buffet at Doc’s Bar & Grill (10:00-7:00). 

Turkey (smoked or roasted), Smoked Cajun Honey 

Ham, cressing, potatoes, sweet potato-pecan casse-

role, green bean casserole, roasted corn, cranberry 

chutney, salad, and butternut squash bisque – topped, 

of course, with Chef Julie’s dessert offerings - $25 for 

adults, $12 for kids (3-12).  

If you prefer to spend the holiday at home, we’re 
still here to handle the heavy lifting for you with our 

popular Thanksgiving-to-Go meals. This “to go” meals 

include all the same offerings as our Doc’s buffet, com-

plete with reheating instructions and reheat oven safe 

containers – priced at $60 for two - $30 for each addi-

tional person. Place orders now through 2:00 p.m. 

November 22, and we’ll have your holiday meal ready 

for pick-up November 24 or 25 (your choice). To 

order, contact Linda Wall at 918-257-7716 or email 

linda.wall@shangrilaok.com.  

We appreciate your including us as your go-to 

source for food, beverages, live entertainment – and 

fun! We’ll keep it coming your way. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Food & Beverage 

Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and 

Director of Food & Beverage 

We’re kicking off a wild and crazy month in Food & Beverage – new hours 

of operation, new menus, new specialty nights – and breakfast service at Doc’s! 

October 27, we began seven-day-a-week breakfast service at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill. Breakfast is served from 7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday – 

and Sunday Brunch is back, served from 7:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Sundays. A lim-

ited lunch menu will be available Sundays at 11:00 – with the full menu available 

at 2:00. November 4th, we will unveil new lunch/dinner/pizza menus at Doc’s, as 

well.  

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AND DOC’S SPECIALTY NIGHTS 

Doc’s is all about adding entertainment and fun to go along with great food. 

We are continuing Friday night live entertainment with a great November line-up 

featuring Caleb Fellenstein, Nick Whitaker, Mark Gibson, and Scott Musick. Beginning 

November 12, the Friday All-You-Can-Eat Rib Special will be replaced with a 

Friday Night Chef’s Special which will change each week.  

The Thursday night fun at Doc’s has moved inside. The patio Shrimp Boil & 

Karaoke has been replaced with Thursday night Prime Rib & Karaoke. Jason 

Morgan still leads the karaoke fun – and the Prime Rib Special is priced at $29. 

Regular menu items are available, as well.  

Taco Tuesday & Tequila Night returns to Doc’s November 9, and our pop-

ular Craft Burger & Booze Night moves from Tuesday to Wednesday night be-
ginning November 10.  

Doc’s new hours of operation are 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 

7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday.  

NEW MENU, NEW HOURS OF OPERATION AT THE SUMMIT, TOO 

November 4, Chef Matt will unveil a great new winter menu at The Summit. 

I think you’re really going to love the new offerings, along with year-round favor-

ites. We will continue our weekly flown-in-fresh Seafood Specials through No-

vember. 

We will also begin our winter hours of operation at The Summit and Buffalo 

Bar on November 4, offering dinner service only Thursday-Sunday. Lunch service 

is available at Doc’s or the Turn House, but the Summit will offer dinner service 

only through the winter – open 4:00-9:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday, and 4:00-

10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday.  

BLACK FRIDAY SEAFOOD BUFFET AT THE SUMMIT 

It’s one of the most popular events of the year, so mark your calendar. The 

Summit Restaurant will be closed Thanksgiving Day – but Black Friday means the 

return of the annual Black Friday Seafood Buffet at the Summit (5:00-9:00 p.m.). 

We’re going all out this year with an Hors d’ Oeuvres station including imported 

and domestic cheeses, antipasto, spinach & artichoke dip with pita, and assorted 

salads, as well as an awesome seafood station with peel & eat shrimp, broiled 

Shangri-La Director of Communications Mike Williams presents former Shangri-La 

Club Champion Seth Smiley with a “Stay & Play” package at Shangri-La to reward 

Seth’s “Closest to the Pin” honors in the South Grand Lake Area Chamber of 

Commerce Golf Tournament last month.  

mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
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OKLAHOMA MARINAS GATHER AT SHANGRI-LA 

We are honored to host our marina peers from across the 

state of Oklahoma this month. The Oklahoma Marinas Association 

Annual Conference is being held at Shangri-La Resort Wednesday 

& Thursday, November 3-4. Like all things marina related, it’s part 

fun, part business. We’ll host a scramble golf tournament, an al-

ways enlightening cocktail reception, conversations around the fire 

pits, and an informational day of sharing with leaders in the indus-

try, regulators, associated industries, and fellow operators. It’s a 

great organization, and we are delighted to host the Annual Con-

ference for another year! 

IF YOU ARE GOING TO WINTERIZE YOUR BOAT, IT’S 

TIME! 

November can be a great boating month on Grand Lake; but 

weather can also turn unexpectedly cold. You need to be pre-

pared. If your boat is equipped with an outboard motor (or more), 

your engine systems are good to go, as long as you keep your boat 

on a lift or trailer so the motor(s) can drain properly when not in 

use. If you have an inboard or I/O equipped vessel that is not 

equipped for year-round boating, I recommend winterizing it soon! 
We have already experienced some cold weather – and I typically 

look at November 15 is the final recommended winterization date 

if you’re not planning to boat on through the winter months. Even 

if your boat is equipped with either outboard motors or bilge heat-

ers, you need to be sure your water systems are properly winter-

ized to avoid breakage of those lines that run throughout your 

boat. If you have questions, just give me a call. 

A light overnight freeze of a few hours won’t impact your 

boat, but if we experience a sudden unexpected hard freeze, and 

your unwinterized boat is on a lift, it should be dropped into the 

water to ensure protection of your engine. If your boat is at Shan-

gri-La Marina, contact Tyler Sourjohn at Nichols Marine (918-257-

5500) to get on the schedule for winterization, oil changes, out-

drive service and any cosmetic repairs you may need before next 

Spring.  

If you have a personal watercraft that is not winterized, that 

needs to be done immediately. If your PWC is at our marina, we 

can help with that. Call the Ship Store at 918-257-4898. 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

With the end of Daylight Saving Time, Shangri-La Marina is open Mon-

day-Saturday from 9:00-5:00. Closed Sundays.  

WE’RE WINTERIZING THE MARINA, TOO 

We will also be winterizing the marina water and pump-out 

systems November 15. If you need a pump-out, detail, pressure 

wash or other dock-water related issues, you need to get those 

items taken care of quickly. We are open and here for you 

throughout the year, but there will be no pump-out facilities or 

water availability on the marina docks after November 15. If you 

have special issues, please let us know ASAP. 

UPDATED BOAT RENTAL INFORMATION 

Ski boat and personal watercraft rentals are now closed for 

the winter, but we will continue to rent tritoons and have available 

yacht charters throughout the month. Sail Grand’s office facilities 

are closed, however. Boat Rentals are being handled at the Ship 

Store instead of the Sail Grand location this month.  

You can pre-schedule your rental boat by calling 918-257-6000 

– or you can reserve a boat online at www.sailgrand.com.  

THE SHIP STORE IS OPEN AND STOCKED! 

We have a great selection of lightweight women’s hoodies at 

the Ship Store, as well as the regular style hoodies. With cooler 

weather at hand, stop by and check out our supply of long sleeve 
button-up shirts, long-sleeved tees, and all-weather gear. Cooler 

temperatures, of course, don’t mean any less exposure to the sun; 

so, for boaters who spend long days on the water, we also have 

long-sleeve sunscreen T-Shirts with a built in RPF 50+ protection 

from the sun. We also have some terrific souvenir items including 

the very popular logoed Yeti Tumblers. 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

With the demise of Daylight Saving Time November 7, we are 

now in “Winter Hours” operating mode. The marina, ship store, 

and fuel dock are now closed on Sundays. We will continue Mon-

day-Saturday operating hours from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The 

marina and Ship Store are open year-round. We will remain open 

six days a week throughout the winter.   

As always, our crew is here for you if you need anything at all. 

If you have questions or need assistance, stop by any time or give 

us a call at 918-257-4898. 

Shangri-La Marina Manager Mitch Whitehead 

http://www.sailgrand.com
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Director of Anchor Operations Shaun Tune 

It takes a lot of time, attention, patience, and skill to keep a 

4.5 acre activity park and an 11,000 square foot building full of the 

latest arcade and virtual reality games rolling as Grand Lake’s #1 

entertainment destination. Fortunately, Director of Anchor Oper-

ations Shaun Tune has that skill set. Supervising a staff of 22, Shaun 

says communication is a key factor – and he has been building that 

skill since he was very young. 

A graduate of Miami, Oklahoma High School, Shaun contin-

ued his education with a full ride scholarship to Fort Scott Com-

munity College where he majored in Agricultural Education. 

When he transferred to Oklahoma State University, he toyed 

briefly with the idea of becoming a veterinarian before switching 

his major to Agricultural Communications. That’s where he hit his 

stride! 

“I love interviewing people and writing. When I got into pho-

tography classes, I realized I loved that, too,” he says. “Then, I got 

into graphic design, and I really love that!” 

Growing up brokering show livestock (he is still a partner in 

a livestock marketing company) and studying Agriculture and Agri-

cultural Communications might not be the background you would 
expect for a man running a multi-million recreational facility, but 

Shaun says the training matches when you look closely.  

“I relate a lot of my skills back to my background in agricul-

ture,” he explains. “I was involved in a lot of public speaking and 

developed a lot of skills in communication, marketing, budgeting, 

and talking to people in a manner they both appreciate and under-

stand….and that’s a lot of what I do at Shangri-La. 

“Numbers fascinate me, too,” he adds. “Watching the num-

bers grow on individual games or individual parts of The Anchor 

operation always intrigues me. I love being able to analyze the 

Staff Spotlight: Shaun Tune 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

business and find creative ways to improve the numbers. I 

love analyzing a given situation – and finding a way to im-

prove it. And working on some of these games is a little 

like working on a complex tractor,” he laughs. 

The numbers, mechanics, budgeting, analysis, and 

management make Shaun’s background a great match for 

the top spot at The Anchor; but he insists the most critical 

part of the job is communicating with people.  

“I like interacting with kids – the ones who work for 

me and the ones who pass through here every day – 

working with them to develop the attitudes that will make 

them productive adults. I love the fact that I have a chance 

to influence young adults’ lives in a positive way.” 

His arrival on the Shangri-La management team can 

pretty much be attributed to circumstances and fate, as 

well as Shaun’s well-developed skill set.  

“I realized I was almost out of college and was still 

trying to figure out what I wanted to do with my life. My 

advisor suggested I go to graduate school, so I did. By 

January of this year, though, I was engaged and working as 
a graduate assistant. I assumed I would go back to college 

and finish my Masters program; but, by April, my wedding 

was a month away, my dad started having some health 

issues, and I decided to get in a better position to help my 

family.” 

He was married in May and began the job search. It 

didn’t take long. He applied for a couple of public relations 

and marketing jobs at area colleges – and applied for an 

opening for Assistant Director of Operations at The An-

chor where he was hired immediately. His wife Carley also 

joined the Shangri-La team as an assistant in the Golf Shop. 

Both came to work at Shangri-La in August. Barely a 

month later, Shaun was promoted to Director of Anchor 

Operations.  

Shaun and Carley both enjoy golf – especially playing 

together. Hunting and fishing are also passions for Shaun. 

He was on the OSU Bass Fishing Team all through his 

college years, and began fishing with his dad when he was 

only 3. When he has a few spare minutes, you’ll still likely 

find him on a crappie fishing dock with his dad.   

In addition to his Anchor duties, Shaun still has his 

interest in a Livestock Marketing Company and still does 

some work as a freelance designer – regularly designing 

two or three logos a week for friends and acquaintances. 

He and Carley have returned to their Grand Lake area 

roots, with plans to close on their new home in Ottawa 

County next month.  

Shaun’s skill set and interests are diverse, for sure; 

and he says realizing that all people have diverse skills, 

knowledge, and backgrounds is a key to building a great 

team. 

“If you help people climb the ladder of understanding 

one rung at a time, the entire team works better,” he says. 

And he practices what he preaches!  

Shangri
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(Top Left ) Quarterback Cheryl Brecheisen and “DJ Deb,” 

Debbie Hess. 

 
(Top Right ) The Witch and the Wizard – Susan Jones 

and Linda McCulla. 

 
(Middle) Despite chilly weather, there was a fantastic 

turnout for the SLWGA season-ending “Halloween 

Scramble.” 

 

Bottom) Who knew Kaye Slepka was secretly a  

“Cereal” Killer? 

The final play day of the year was Monday, Oc-

tober 25th; and it was also our Halloween/Trick or 

Treat Scramble.  What a fun way to end the year! 

Thank you to Gloria Pickens & Jan Castelli for all 

their efforts to make plans for this cold, October 

day.  We did manage to play 9 holes and then came 

in for pictures and lunch together.  There were 

some great costumes.  A Hot Dog, a Cereal Killer, a 

Wizard, and Witches were among the goblins partic-

ipating in this fun scramble. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

NOVEMBER 6, 2021: FALL CHAMPAGNE 

BRUNCH at 9:30 AM in the Charles Davis Room at 

The Summit.  We hope you will join us for our end 

of year celebration.  A big THANK-YOU to all of 

our members.  Awards will be given out!  If you have 

not signed up and wish to attend, call Peggy Howard-

Burgess (405-826-1080) for details on availability. 

 
SLWGA MEMBERSHIP DUES:   Dues are $75 

for the 2022 year.  Be prepared to pay your dues at 

the Fall Brunch on November 6.   This will allow 

your board members to have a budget to plan for 

the upcoming year. 

It’s been a fun year for the SLWGA, and we 

hope you will consider joining us for next year.  The 

board is already making plans for 2022, so watch the 

Shangri-La Newsletter for more details in the 

Spring.  Thank you to our members for your partici-

pation in all our events and we hope to see every-

one at the 2022 Spring Welcome Back Luncheon. 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 
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Member Profile: Jeremy & Mikayla Callison 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

It’s a tale of two ends of Grand Lake and two young star ath-

letes from Ketchum and Grove High Schools settling into an idyllic 

lifestyle and raising their family on Monkey Island.  

Jeremy Callison was an ambitious high schooler, building a 

reputation for his athletic prowess at Ketchum. He was a member 

of the legendary 1995 Ketchum High School State Championship 

Team (coached by his father), and was such a skilled golfer, he 

won the individual State Championship even though his high school 

had no golf team. He went on to play college basketball at Oklaho-

ma Baptist University and Golf at the University of Central Okla-

homa. 

Mikayla (Webb) was racking up equally impressive sports 

credentials of her own at Grove High School. Like Jeremy, her 

parents were teachers and coaches, and she, too excelled in multi-

ple sports. A member of the GHS track team which took state 

honors in 1995, 1996, and 1997 (her team set a state record in the 

mile relay her senior year), she was also a member of the 1996 

State Champion softball team.  She went on to play college softball 

at both NEO and Northeastern Oklahoma State University.  

The two high schoolers met in 1994 under most unusual 
circumstances. Mikayla’s aunt worked at Ketchum High School 

where Jeremy was a student. She suggested to Jeremy that he ask 

Mikayla for a date.  

“So, I did,” Jeremy recalls. “I called her without ever having 

met her and asked her to the homecoming dance in Ketchum.” 

“I couldn’t believe my dad let me go,” Mikayla laughs. “I was 

only 15, but our dads were both coaches and knew each other, so 

he let me go. I actually knew who Jeremy was. A year earlier, my 

aunt had called and said Ketchum was playing in the state basket-

ball championship and asked if I wanted to go.  So, I actually saw 

him play and knew who he was when he called me the next year.” 

Something clicked, because the relationship grew, and Jeremy 

and Mikayla were married in October 2002 and settled in the 

Claremore/Owasso area for 17 years as their family grew. Their 

careers flourished – and eventually merged, as well. 

“I always thought I wanted to be affiliated with medicine,” 

Jeremy recalls. “But I played sports in college and didn’t have 

the brainpower to do pre-med and sports,” he grins. “One day 

in the gym, I met a guy who seemed to have a lot of flexibility 

in his schedule. He was a pharmaceutical rep. He got to talk 

with doctors and be around medicine all the time, but he still 

seemed to have the freedom to work out and play golf during 

the days. I admired his flexible schedule….and it just kind of 

happened.: 

He now covers eight states as Associate Director of Mar-

keting for Alexion, an ultra-rare disease biotech company with 

U.S. Headquarters in Boston. 

Mikayla, meanwhile, had obtained her degree in Education 

and was working as an English teacher. As a working mother, 

she observed the flexibility of Jeremy’s schedule, and decided 

to take the plunge into the pharmaceutical industry herself.  

“Jeremy was able to get a job in pharmaceuticals, and I 

watched his career opportunities grow. I was working my tail 

off as a teacher and knew I would never make any more than 
the state allowed….so I took a chance. And it paid off.” 

She is now a pharmaceutical rep for Regeneron, a biotech 

company specializing in allergy medicines. Her territory in-

cludes Northwest Arkansas, Southwest Missouri, Southeastern 

Kansas and Eastern Oklahoma, including Tulsa. There is travel 

involved for both of them; but fortunately, in this day of home 

offices and virtual meetings, both Jeremy and Mikayla are able 

to work from home most of the time. 

As the parents of three children, Larkyn (15), Gabe (13), 

and Mya (12), it was their commitment to opportunities for 

their children that ultimately drew the couple back to Grand 

Lake.  

“Our kids are so different,” Jeremy explains. “Larkyn is 

into art and music. Gabe likes sports. He’s playing 7th grade 

basketball and a little golf. Mya is a trackster. We were in an 

area where the kids were in a K-8th grade school; and we be-

gan to look around for a school that could meet all their needs 

through high school. One school would fit one kid. Another 

would fit another one. We just never found anything in the 

Owasso/Claremore area that offered opportunities for each of 

our kids – but Grove schools seemed to fit the bill; and Shangri

-La ultimately closed the deal. We moved to Monkey Island. 

“Shangri-La is really why we moved to Monkey Island. I 

wanted to be close to a golf course; and Shangri-La was just 

building The Anchor, their fabulous activity park. It’s important 

to us for each of our kids to have an activity. I would rather 

see them at The Anchor playing games indoors and outdoors 

than have them sitting home with a video screen in their face. 

With a home in Shangri-La Estates, we’re just a golf cart ride 

from all kinds of entertainment for everyone in the family.” 

“So now, our kids go to school at The Anchor,” Mikayla 

laughs. “Seriously, though, it’s the whole package. There is a 

Monkey Island vibe. That’s just a fact. It’s more laid back. It 

literally makes me sad to drive off the island every day. The 

people here are so welcoming to everyone. It’s not what peo-

ple think of when they talk about a country club community. 

When you come to Monkey Island, you check your ego at the 

door. It doesn’t matter how much money you have in your 

bank account. Everyone is the same. It’s not what you do or 

Continued on page 8…  



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Top Left) Major Ed Pulido and Toby Keith kept the Heart of a 

Lion Classic crowd fired up! 

 

(Bottom Left) Shangri-La member and former Broadway  

performer Ron Young opened the Heart of a Lion Classic  

with a stirring performance of the National Anthem.  

 
(Top Right) Congratulations to Shangri-La Junior Golfer Landon 

Sulser on lettering as a freshman on his high school team and 

being named “Rookie of the Year!” 
 
(Bottom Right) Big congratulations to all of our Pickleball  

Champions from the Inaugural Member tournament held in  

October. Pictured here are 2 such champions, Susie Wilkinson  

and Susan Taylor. 

Continued from page 7…  

what you have. On Monkey Island, it’s who you are.” 

Speaking of a country club community, living at the edge of 

the Shangri-La Golf Course certainly hasn’t hurt Jeremy’s game 

any. 

“I didn’t play golf a lot in high school. Basketball was the thing. 

I played in the summer with my dad, and I had a knack for the 

game. Midway through college, I started getting serious and focus-

ing on the game,” he says. “Now I get to play more; and my game 

has blossomed over the years.” 

It certainly has. He is the current reigning Club Champion at 

Shangri-La Golf Club and, this year, earned his way to a slot in the 

U.S. Mid-Amateur Championship Tournament where he was the 

only player with Oklahoma connections to advance to match play.  

As the working mother of three kids, Mikayla is obviously has 

plenty on her hands. She doesn’t play golf, but as a former state 

champion softballer, she is often tempted by the “green monster” 

at the mini-Fenway WIFFLE® ball park – and now she’s into pick-

leball. 

“I never played a racquet sport before, but I love it,” she says. 

“Honestly, there’s something here for every person in our family. 
We get to live where other people choose to go for their vaca-

tion. I don’t ever want to take that for granted. The only thing I 

regret is that we didn’t do it sooner.” 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

are the nicest and most inviting that he has ever been 

around. I will stay in touch with him and give updates.” 
We love being able to create the fun times and 

great memories for our members and guests. 
The racquet club will host a ‘Can in Hand’ Pickleball 

Mixer on November 12th and a Bedlam Pickleball Mixer 

on November 27th.  
For any more information or questions pertaining to 

all things Racquet Club, please contact Racquet Club 

Director Todd Kerr at 918-787-1235 or email 

Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com. 

Hey Batter Batter!! 
We had the pleasure of welcoming The Delta Psi 

chapter from the University of Vermont last month. Eve-

ry year, two members of their group plan and organize 

their annual TTN “Trip To Nowhere” without the rest 

of the group knowing ANY details about their trip. They 

have been making this trip for 33 consecutive years to-

gether and have visited about 28 different states in the 

process! We are honored that they chose The Anchor 

and Shangri-La as their recreation destination this year. 

Calling all Pool Sharks! 
We are working on all sorts of fun, exciting things 

for off-season entertainment. We are looking for people 

with interest in pool events! Depending on the crowd 

and demand, we will either be shooting for a league or 

tournament of sorts. Stay tuned; and if you would like to 

participate, sign up by following this link à https://

share.hsforms.com/1uNYKYZniRqiF5AU3zMzAiQ4zpp4 

or call us at 918-257-7781 to sign up for more infor-

mation to come! 

Down, Set, HUT! 
We all know football season is one of the BEST 

seasons (besides lake/boat season) and The Anchor is the 

BEST place to watch all the games – college or pro. The 

Anchor has the NFL Sunday Ticket Package, so we have 
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Anchor Activity 
by Shaun Tune, Director of Anchor Operations 

We have been growing our awesome team at The Anchor as we 

switch seasons and school has started back up for many of our kiddos; 

and I would like to introduce you to our newest staff member on The 

Anchor Team! 
Dustin Carpenter has recently been named Assistant Director of 

Operations. Dustin is from Liberal, Missouri - a small town of about 700 

people. He attended Missouri Southern State University Police Academy, 
obtaining a 600-hour post certification. He is currently enrolled online at 

Eastern Gateway Community College, pursuing a degree in business 

management. A military veteran and former police officer, he looks for-

ward to implementing his skills and growing as an individual and leader in 

a new and much less dangerous career field.  

All things Racquet Club 
There has been a lot of fun and activity lately on our pickleball and 

tennis courts! I’m sure you have noticed the giant dome over two of our 

tennis courts. The dome is receiving its final touches and will give our 

guests the opportunity to continue playing their favorite sports through-

out the winter season! The bubble will provide protection from the 

outdoor elements, keep you cozy and provide multi-use courts for ten-

nis and pickleball!  
We held our first Member’s Only Club Pickleball Tournament on 

October 16th and enjoyed a great day with great people. Ron Young 

opened the tournament by singing the National Anthem and wishing 

everybody good luck as they started to play. Everybody did amazing! 

Division winners were Susie Wilkinson, Susan Taylor, Joe Wilburn, Larry 

Haney, Mark Londagin, Rich Lillard, Heather Lillard, Tom Allard, Do-

netta Kerr, Julie Carver, Savannah Brown, and Doug Schoppa. 
We also had a special ‘Player of the Day’ - Tom Allard – who re-

ceived a touching shoutout from our Racquet Club Director, Todd Kerr: 
“Let me tell you about this courageous man from Vinita. Tom Al-

lard started playing pickleball this summer with his nephew from Texas 

who informed us that he has stage 4 cancer. Tom fought through sick-

ness and fatigue to win his division with Donnetta. His wife informed us 

that going to the racquet club for pickleball is what he looked forward to 

the most. It is really hard that he informed us we won’t be seeing him 

for a while. He told me in tears that the people he has met at Shangri-La 

Tom Allard and Donnetta Kerr: Making special memories at The Anchor. 

Dustin Carpenter was recently named  

Assistant Director of Operations at The Anchor. 

Continued on page 10…  
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Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Thursday, Sunday – 4:00-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 4:00-10:00 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday—Saturday 

Closed Sundays 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Sunday-Thursday – 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 

 

The Monkey Grind 
Sunday-Saturday – 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

 

We kicked off the month of October with a bang – a record 

turnout for the John Daly/Major Ed Heart of a Lion Classic 

presented by Armada Distributing and Western Son Vodka. 

We also raised a record amount of money for this incredible 

charity (Over $30,000). 

virtually EVERY NFL game available. We also like to celebrate Saturday College Gameday cheering on 

our local teams! If you are unsure whether or not your team will be shown because the game is on a 

special channel such as the SEC Network, don’t fret because we’ve got you covered! We love seeing 

you have fun with us so don’t forget to share/post your gameday football fun, and remember to tag us 

as well as using our hashtag à #GamedayattheAnchor  

Our Commitment to You 
Your feedback is always encouraged. Feel free to share your thoughts or suggestions directly with 

me at any time regarding any aspect of our operation. I can assure you every suggestion will be read 

and considered thoroughly. Please contact me at Shaun.Tune@shangrilaok.com . Thanks. I’ll see you 

soon at The Anchor! 

Continued from page 9…  
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