
 

Shangri-La Resort is Moving to the 
Top of a Lot of Tourism Destination 

Lists! 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

The Anchor to make sure no-

body misses their favorite game. 

Sunday Ticket provides cover-

age of virtually every NFL game. 

Pickleball, WIFFLE® Ball, 

tennis, and basketball have been 

big outdoor attractions; and the 

outdoor fun will continue into 

the cooler months, as well. In 

mid-September, we will be in-

stalling seasonal domes over a 

couple of the tennis courts to 

facilitate year-round play. We 

will also double-line those 

domed courts to allow comfort-

able winter pickleball play, as 

well. The arcade games, virtual 

reality games, and traditional bar 

games continue to fill a 

longstanding void in the Grand 
Lake list of entertainment op-

tions. 

Par 3 Course and Event Cen-

sure! From 3-on-3 basketball 

competition to corn hole tour-

naments, team building exercis-

es with groups like the Univer-

sity of Kansas Women’s Basket-

ball Team and the NEO A&M 

Soccer Team to exhibitions by 

professional WIFFLE® Ball 

teams and lots of family fun – 

The Anchor has quickly become 

the ultimate destination on 

Grand Lake. With both college 

and NFL Football getting under-

way in the next few days, the 

video walls at the sports bar in 

The Anchor are sure to attract 

even more attention. 

If you have a particular 

NFL game you don’t want to 

miss, The Anchor is certainly 
the place to be. For the conven-

ience of our members and 

guests, we have purchased the 

NFL Sunday Ticket package for 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

Our entire team at Shangri-La 

Resort is honored and humbled by 

the state, regional, and national 

recognition we have received in 

the past few weeks. In their Au-

gust issue, Southern Living Magazine 

named us “Oklahoma’s Dream 

Resort,” the Oklahoma Film and 

Music Office named Shangri-La as 

their “Featured Location,” and we 

were honored with multiple fea-

ture stories in Midwest Golfing 

Magazine, Golf Oklahoma Magazine, 

and Grand Paradise Magazine. Ion 

Oklahoma Magazine has a feature 

coming out this month. A video 

YouTube post by Major League 

WIFFLE® Ball featuring their three 

nights of play at Shangri-La has 

now reached more than a quarter 
million viewers! 

The opening of The Anchor 

indoor/outdoor activity park has 

attracted a lot of attention, to be 
Continued on page 2…  
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We’re not stopping Shangri-La’s contin-

uing entertainment offerings with The An-

chor. We have now begun planning and con-

struction of both “The Battlefield,” and 18-

hole Par 3 golf course which is behind the 

Monkey Island Fire Department in a scenic 

area with 100-foot change in elevation lead-

ing to the Grand Lake shoreline.  

The facility will have its own small club-

house and turn house concessions and golf 

carts, as well as a short driving range for 

warm-ups and a putting green. The full prac-

tice facility and driving range will remain 

adjacent to the main Shangri-La club house. 

The course will feature Bermuda grass 

fairways and Bent Grass greens, just like the 

Championship course at Shangri-La. Alt-

hough the course can be walked, golfers who 

choose that method of play may want to 
make sure they’re in good shape due to 

dramatic elevation changes. With multiple 

tee boxes like the Championship course, 

difficulty of the course will vary depending 

on the tee boxes chosen by players. 

The Par 3 course is a great addition to 

the golf offerings at Shangri-La. Our course 

can be challenging, and many players – espe-

cially resort guests – prefer the relatively 

lesser challenge of playing only par 3 holes.  

In conjunction with construction of the 

Par 3 course, we are also planning a new 

Event Center to accommodate our ever-

increasing demand for indoor facilities to 

meet the needs of larger groups and special 

events. We hope to have both the Par 3 

course and the Event Center in full opera-

tion by late summer/early fall of 2022. 

On the Golf Course 

Word of the outstanding Shangri-La golf 

courses has spread across the country. In 

August alone, we hosted a number of great 

golf groups from all over the United States in 

addition to some tremendous major tourna-

ment play – the Shangri-La Invitational, the 

PGA Oakley Cup, the Women’s Oklahoma 

Golf Association Partnership Championship, 

the Mary Moore Event, and a fabulous Cou-

ples Mixer. 

September is no less busy. We kick off 

the month with the holiday Alternate Shot 

Horse Race and fun-filled Dock Shots com-

petition. Moving through the month, other 

major events include the PGA Pro/Assistant 

Championship, Oklahoma Lieutenant Gover-

nor Matt Pinnell’s acclaimed “Luau on the 

Green” and “Pinnell Classic Tournament;” 

and we wrap up the month with incredible 

college level competition hosting the Mis-

souri Southern State University Invitational 
Tournament with some of the top college 

players in the region. That all leads to Octo-

ber when we will kick off the month with 

the fabulous “Heart of a Lion Classic pre-

Continued from page 1…  

sented by Armada Distributing” on Octo-

ber 3. If you want to participate in that 

tournament, check with the Golf Shop and 

get signed up soon. 

The Shangri-La Golf Course is for…

GOLF! That’s all! 

As is sometimes the case, the harder 

we work to provide amenities that are 

well-maintained and user-friendly, it seems 

they are always subjected to abuse by 

some who misuse them. We continue to 

have an excessive amount of unauthorized 

golf cart and pedestrian traffic on the golf 

course cart paths. Those paths are not a 

part of the Monkey Island travel & trans-

portation network. They are exclusively for 

those who are playing golf! They are not 

for short-cuts to entertainment or dining 

destinations. They are not for leisurely 

walks, jogging, or for walking dogs. They 
are for golfers – and only golfers. 

Unfortunately, we have had to place 

cameras on the course to monitor unau-

thorized use of the golf course and its cart 

paths, and we will take appropriate action 

against offenders if we are forced into it; 

but I would rather ask for your help keep-

ing guests and children off the golf course 

and its cart paths. Your help is greatly 

appreciated! 

A Busy Fall Ahead at Shangri-La! 

Our event booking over the next few 

months – even well into next summer – 

continue to grow at a rapid pace. Ban-

quets, weddings, conferences, retreats, 

reunions stay & play packages, WIFFLE® 

Ball and Pickleball tournaments, and family 

vacations are all growing at record-

breaking pace. Many of our members are 

already planning to spend their Saturday 

and Sunday afternoons in front of the giant 

video walls at The Anchor enjoying college 

and pro football. We continue to offer a 

wide array of musical entertainment – and 

we will continue to offer live entertain-

ment on Friday nights at Doc’s Bar & Grill 

throughout the remainder of the year. 

In addition to our Thursday Night 

Shrimp Boil & Karaoke with Jason Morgan, 

the Labor Day Weekend entertainment 

line-up features three nights of live music 

(Friday, Saturday, and Sunday) including 

Jacob Dement, Big Smitty, 5th Element, and 

Brett & Terri. The line-up for the remainder 

of September includes Mark Gibson, Torn, 

Caleb Fellenstein, After Party, and Scott Mu-

sick. There is nothing “seasonal” about the 

year-round fun at Shangri-La. 

We’re Always Hiring! 

Like all lake hospitality businesses, we 

have faced hiring challenges this year, and 

we have now reached another employ-

ment hurdle as many of our young staff 

members have turned to high school or 

college. If you know of someone interested 

in a great job in a fun environment, please 

send them our way. It’s easy to apply 

online at our website; or interested appli-
cants may fill out applications at the hotel 

front desk.  

Download Shangri-La’s Free Mobile 

App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. The Anchor is also building a follow-

ing on TikTok. 

We are grateful for the growing 

recognition of Shangri-La as the Premiere 

Year-round Resort Destination in this part 

of the United States – and we are eternally 

grateful for the tremendous support from 

our growing membership.  

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 

better than it was the day before. Thank 

you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship. 

Your memories are our mission.  

The Battlefield 18-Hole Par 3 Golf Course at Shangri-La is ready to take shape! 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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With the availability of Doc’s, The Summit, The Galley, the Pool Bar, the 

Buffalo Bar, and the Pool Bar, we have a variety of full-menu options for every 

mood.  

LOTS OF FUN SPECIATY NIGHTS! 

There are always popular events with great food at Doc’s, but we love 

our specialty nights. The Thursday Night Shrimp Boil and the Friday night All-

You-Can-Eat Ribs special are the biggest nights, but they’re not the only ones. 

Tuesdays, we’re having fun with our Craft Burgers & Booze nights; and the 

Wednesday night Hooray Grill Steak Cookouts have been great fun in a 

unique atmosphere 

We also have more and more people enjoying our breakfast buffet offer-

ings at Doc’s on Saturday and Sunday mornings; and the Monkey Grind is 

slaying it with their awesome pastries and wide variety of Starbucks® bever-

age choices. That’s the perfect place to start your day, no matter how late 

you sleep. The Monkey Grind is open from 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. every day.  

GREAT MENU AT THE SUMMIT – AND OH, THOSE SEAFOOD SPE-

CIALS! 

The Summit Restaurant is open for lunch service seven days a week, and 

for dinner service Thursday through Sunday (open to the public for Sunday 

night dinner service).  
Everybody seems to love Chef Matt’s awesome new menu at The Sum-

mit; and response to our weekly flown-in-fresh seafood specials from our 

friends at Honolulu Fish Company has been fantastic. I can’t tell you how 

great it is to hear so many compliments from those who take advantage of 

our weekly specials. We’re having a great time preparing these special treats 

for our members and guests! 

Thank you for your patience and understanding during this difficult staff-

ing period. Like everyone, we are facing challenges – and with so many venues 

and so many of our team members returning to college, we are literally re-

cruiting full-time! We appreciate your including us as your go-to source for 

food, beverages, live entertainment – and fun! We’ll keep it coming your way. 

In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Shangri-La Executive Chef Michael Bujold: “At The Anchor, even the food is fun!” 

Our banquet team at Shangri-La is the bomb! When 

the day starts with a couple of breakfast meetings, then 

add two or three luncheon events, a reception, and a cou-

ple of special dinner banquet events, and a wedding – our 

crews are sometimes noting that their 5:00 a.m. start time 

is oftentimes complemented by a quitting time of 11:00 

p.m. Add in our regular meal service at venues all across 

the campus, and you have some idea how hard our team is 

working to meet all the needs of our members and guests. 

I can’t say enough about our dedicated Food & Beverage 

Team – and, of course, we’re short-staffed, as well. 

This month is no different. We have as many as seven 

events in any given day – and we are having a great time 

providing a really fun variety of food, atmosphere, and 

entertainment. We have a lot of special events in Septem-

ber including the always-fun “Luau on the Green” hosted 

by Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell, just ahead 

of his “Pinnell Classic” at Shangri-La’s golf course. It also 

looks like the month of September is trying to rival June as 

the favorite month for weddings – complete with Bachelor 
parties, Bachelorette Parties, rehearsal dinners, and recep-

tions. We have as many as three weddings per weekend 

this month at Shangri-La. One weekend, we are hosting 

two weddings in a single day. It’s a lot of work, but we are 

so honored that our resort has become THE place to go 

to make lifetime memories at a very special event. 

FOOD AND FUN GO HAND-IN-HAND AT SHANGRI

-LA! 

We’re having some great fun with folks enjoying the 

unique menu options at The Galley, now open for limited 

food service five days a week at The Anchor Activity Park. 

It’s the perfect complement to the fabulous Sports Bar at 

The Anchor, serving a variety of hot dogs, specialty flat 

breads, and some additional fun menu items ranging in 

price from $4 to $14. The Tower of Onion Rings and the 

enormous pretzels are particularly popular. Food service 

at The Galley is available from 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday, 

Monday, and Thursday; and 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Fridays 

and Saturdays. Currently, The Galley is not open for food 

service Tuesday and Thursday (although The Anchor is 

open, of course). 

With NFL Sunday Ticket available at The Anchor, I 

can’t imagine what the Fall crowds are going to be like for 

college & pro football games! It’s time! The college season 

is officially underway and the NFL regular season kicks off 

September 9. 

We’re not just about sports in our “dining entertain-

ment” offerings, though. The fabulous Terry Jordan is at 

the keyboards every Friday & Saturday night at The Sum-

mit, and we have a great entertainment line-up at Doc’s 

this month. Friday & Saturday entertainment continues on 

Doc’s Patio through September 18. The Labor Day Week-

end line-up includes Big Smitty, 5th Element, and Brett & 

Terri. Torn will entertain September 11, and After Party will 

wrap up the patio live entertainment September 18. Jason 

Morgan will, of course, continue the Shrimp Boil & Karao-

ke fun on Thursday nights.  

Inside Doc’s Restaurant, we’ll have live entertainment 

every Friday night all year. September’s line-up includes 

Jacob Dement, Mark Gibson, Caleb Fellenstein, and Scott Mu-
sick.  
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I can’t believe it’s already Labor Day Weekend – with September and 

football season at our doorstep. We have an incredible line-up of enter-

tainment and fun activities at Shangri-La – including lots of bookings for 

boat & PWC rentals, yacht charters and parasailing; but there is plenty of 

other entertainment at Shangri-La, as well – continuing throughout the 

entire month. 

The Anchor Activity Park is easily accessible by either land or by 

Grand – and the games, simulators, and virtual reality battles await. With 

OU’s televised opening game September 4, the huge video walls at The 

Anchor may put the games in the back seat during the game. With the 

addition of NFL Sunday Ticket to the football line-up at The Anchor, it is 

certain to quickly become THE spot on Grand Lake for college and pro 

football, alike. 

There is also plenty of live musical entertainment this month, begin-

ning with a huge Labor Day Weekend. Doc’s Bar & Grill will host the live 

music beginning with Jason Morgan and Thursday night karaoke. Friday 

night of the holiday weekend, Jacob Dement will entertain inside at Doc’s 

while Big Smitty is on stage on the patio. Saturday night, 5th Element pro-

vides the music, followed by Brett & Terri to wrap up the holiday weekend 

Sunday night. 
Live entertainment continues following the holiday, with Mark Gibson, 

Caleb Fellenstein, Scott Musick, Torn, and After Party all waiting in the wings 

for musical fun throughout the month in addition to Jason Morgan’s regular 

Thursday night karaoke fun. 

PLAN YOUR WINTERIZATION SCHEDULE 

September and October are two of the very best Grand Lake boating 

months of the year; but we realize many busy boaters still mark their cal-

endars as Labor Day weekend for their last hurrah on the water. If you fall 

into that category – or even if you don’t plan to wrap up your boating for 

the year until much later, this is the right time to schedule winterization of 

your boat. Contact Tyler Sourjohn at Nichols Marine (918-257-5500) to 

get on the schedule for winterization, oil changes, outdrive service and 

any cosmetic repairs you may need before next Spring. Advance planning 

prevents problems! 

 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Thanks to the consistent monitoring and treatment by Aqua Pest Solutions, 

Shangri-La Marina continues to be a spider-free haven for boat owners  

MAINTENANCE AND HOURS OF OPERATION 

We have completed a lot of shoreline clean-up, parking 

lot striping, and re-sealing of the roadway on the jetty. The 

Aqua Pest Solution crews have been here in the past week 

to ensure that your holiday is spider-free. Following the 

Labor Day weekend, Sail Grand Waterfront will be closed 

on Wednesdays, but the marina will continue to be open 

seven days a week. As school gets underway and football 

season catches more attention, much of the boat rental 

business will be handled directly out of the Ship Store. You 

can still call 918-257-6000 for reservations – or book online 

at www.sailgrand.com.  

After Labor Day, Shangri-La Marina is open seven days 

a week from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 

9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday.   

THE SHIP STORE IS FULLY STOCKED! 

Our ship store offers a variety of merchandise for 

boaters - fuel, oil, gear lube, dock lines, fenders, life jackets, 

cleaning supplies and air pumps for those inflatable water 

toys – but there is so much more.  
We have a great selection of lightweight women’s 

hoodies, as well as the regular style hoodies. Believe it or 

not, there are cool evenings on the near horizon. If you 

enjoy beautiful evenings on the water, check out our supply 

of hoodies, long sleeve shirts, and all-weather gear.  

We still have some really fun souvenir tee shirts as 

well as long sleeved shirts, swimsuits and lots of footwear – 

flip flops, water shoes, and really neat new Drivers, along 

with a great selection of caps, hats, and visors. For boaters 

who spend long days on the water, we also have long-sleeve 

sunscreen T-Shirts with a built in RPF 50+ protection from 

the sun.  

Ice, beer, snacks and soft drinks are available in the 

Ship Store including all your favorite ice cream treats; and a 

great supply of items you might not have realized you need-

ed until you arrived at the lake. The Epoch, Solaray, and 

Maui Jim sunglass cases are full; and we have chargers, USB 

cables and other accessories that are so important in this 

age of social media and constant communication. If you 

haven’t been to the Ship Store lately, check out the great 

souvenir items including some very popular logoed Yeti 

Tumblers. 

As always, our crew is here for you if you need any-

thing at all. 

http://www.sailgrand.com
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Welcome to the Shangri-La Team! Jonathan Moosmiller, Executive Direc-

tor of Food & Beverage 

Southern Hills’ loss is Shangri-La’s gain. Jonathan Moosmiller – 

known to friends and colleagues simply as “Moose” – joined the 

Shangri-La team in August as Executive Director of Food & Bever-

age after nine years at Southern Hills Country Club in Tulsa where 

he was most recently Director of Food & Beverage Operations. 

Currently serving as president of the American Master Chef’s 

Order, Jonathan’s training and professional accomplishments are 

extraordinary. After receiving his A.A.S. Degree in Culinary Arts 

from Johnson & Wales University in Providence, Rhode Island, he 

studied under the famed Chef Roger Verge at Moulin de Mougins in 

Mougins, France prior to completing three additional degree certifi-

cations from Club Management Association of America (CMAA). 

He is an American Culinary Federation Certified Master Chef and a 

member of the American Academy of Chefs (AAC), the highest 

honor society of the American Culinary Federation. 

He began his culinary career as Sous Chef at Westchester 

Country Club in Rye, New York, rising through the ranks to the 

position of Executive Sous Chef before his move to Genesee Valley 

Club in Rochester, New York where he served as Executive Chef 

for two years prior to his move to Southern Hills Country Club in 
Tulsa where he has spent the last nine years – first as Executive 

Chef, then, since September, 2018, as Director of Food and Bever-

age Operations at the prestigious country club prior to joining the 

team at Shangri-La Resort as Executive Director of Food & Bever-

age.  

A native of Dyer, Indiana (about 25 miles southeast of Chica-

go), Moose got his first interest in food & beverage in high school 

“I played hockey with a buddy of mine whose father owned a 

restaurant. I worked there some, and fell in love with it. I took a 

Staff Spotlight: Jonathon Moosmiller 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

cooking class in high school, and my teacher suggested I 

might be interested in food & beverage as a career. My fami-

ly was all military, no one had ever gone to college; but I 

applied at Johnson & Wales University in Rhode Island. I got 

accepted – and the rest is history,” he says.  

“I wanted to go to Europe because that’s what great 

chefs did back then. I was fortunate enough to know a man 

who got me in with Chef Roger Verge. That was quite an 

experience. 

“When I got back, I met a gentleman named Edward 

Leonard. He’s a Certified Master Chef and my mentor. I 

worked for him in Chicago for a while and, when he went 

to Westchester Country Club in New York, I went with 

him. He’s the one who really shaped my career and put me 

on a path headed in the right direction.”  

It was also at Westchester where Chef Moose met his 

future wife Jessica, also a culinary school graduate. 

“We met in the kitchen at Westchester. She’s from 

Louisiana, but was doing an internship at Westchester,” he 

recalls. 
The two were married, but by the time Moose made 

the move to Genesee Valley Club in Rochester, Jessica had 

put up with all the snow she wanted. 

“The day after we moved, it snowed 17 inches,” Moose 

laughs. “We had 158 inches of snow. The most Jessica had 

seen in Louisiana was about half an inch. We were looking 

to get out of Rochester because of the snow when the job 

at Southern Hills came up. I applied for it – but I had never 

been to this part of the country. I had to look at a map to 

figure out where it was; but we immediately fell in love with 

Oklahoma. It’s a great combination of where we both grew 

up.” 

It’s a great place to raise a family, too. Jonathan and 

Jessica have two sons, John Paul (11) and Jude (5) and a 9-

year-old daughter, Guiliana. They look forward to the move 

to Grand Lake from their home in Jenks, probably after the 

school year. 

Moose still loves hockey, although a fairly recent knee 

surgery has kept him off the ice. He also loves fly fishing 

(really, any kind of fishing), deer hunting, and duck hunting – 

and “whatever my kids are up to.” 

Jessica has given up her culinary career, for the time 

being, to focus on raising their children.  

“I may wear the big hat at work,” Moose laughs, “but 

when I get home, I leave it on the porch and fall into ranks. 

It makes it easier for all of us.” 

That’s good, because Jonathan’s hands are full with his 

challenges at Shangri-La. 

“There’s a lot of opportunity here,” he says. “This is a 

fabulous facility with great people. I’m just hoping to raise 

the bar, and improve on an already good product. The po-

tential for this place is unreal!” 

The hospitality business is a challenge, for sure – and 

food & beverage is something that has to be in your blood, 

or you just can’t do it. Jonathan sums it up this way: “Great 

food takes all of your heart, all of your soul, all of your mind 

and, unfortunately, most of your time.” 

Welcome aboard, Moose! We’re glad to have you at 

Shangri-La! 

Shangri
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(Top Left ) Congratulations to 2021 SLWGA Match Play Champion Candy Couch 
(Top Right ) Barbara Patrick was the consolation bracket winner of SLWGA’s 

2021 Match Play competition. (Above) We not only participated – we WON! 

WOGA Partnership Championship Tournament Champions from Shangri-La -

  Linda Ballard and Ann Turner.  

August flew by and here we are getting ready 

for some beautiful fall golf days.   
The SLWGA certainly has been busy participat-

ing in TOURNAMENTS, lots of tournaments. Our 

yearly Eclectic tournament was “The Dog Days of 

Summer” with  2 days of play on consecutive Mon-

days, ending with a fun luncheon.  Co-Chairs for this 
tournament were Candy Couch & Barbara Pat-

rick.   Thanks ladies, everyone had so much 

fun.  Congratulations to the WINNERS. 

Eclectic Tournament results: 

Nine Hole Results 

Low Gross 

1st Low Gross/44.   Jan Castelli 

2nd Low Gross/ 46. Susan Jones 

 

Low Net 

1st Low Net/32 Pat Dunn 

2nd Low Net/32  Mariel McGhee 

 

Eighteen Hole Results 

Low Gross 

1st Low Gross/78.  Carol Cable 

2nd low Gross / 79  Robin Purdie 

3rd Low Gross / 81  Ann Turner 

 

Low Net 

1st Low Net/60. Liz Paden 

2nd Low Net/ 60. Judi Barber 

3rd Low Net/64  Cheryl Brecheisen 

 
The State WOGA Four Ball Partnership 2021 

was held at Shangri-la on August 16 -17.  Ninety-

eight women from all over the state participated in 

this great event.   The SLWGA had 9 ladies 

play.  Not only was Shangri-La well represented in 

this state tournament we also had WINNERS!  It 

was a great 2-day tournament and it will be played at 

Shangri-La again next year. 

 

WOGA Championship Flight 

Overall Low Net  - Ann Turner & Linda Ballard 

2nd Low Net -  Robin Purdie & Patty Coatney 

 

B-Flight 
2nd Low Gross - Scorecard playoff - Liz Paden 

& Carol Cable 
1st Low Net - Candy Couch & Cheryl Brechei-

sen 

3rd Low Net - Susie Kraft & Melanie Robson 

 

C-Flight 

4th Low Net - Judi Barber & Candy Brasel 

 
Competition for our 1st Annual Match Play 

tournament has been going on all summer.  The final 

round for this event took place on August 23 and 

was celebrated at a luncheon. The 2021 Champion is 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 

Candy Couch winning 4/3 over Robin Purdie. The Consolation winner 

was Barbara Patrick, winning 3/2 over Peggy Blair. 
This event was so much fun and everyone voted to have it again next 

year.  Congratulations to the winners and everyone who participated this 

year. THANK YOU to Judi Barber for introducing Match Play to us and for 

organizing and keeping all the records. Thank you to Jerrod Neighbors for 

working with us on our Eclectic and Match Play Tournaments.  We appreci-

ate his help in making these events run smoothly. 

SAVE THE DATE 
September 13. 9:00 AM.  Golf for the Cure -  Bring a guest and don’t 

forget to wear pink.  Only those ladies with guests will be eligible to win 

prizes.  Be prepared to make a donation to this great cause. 
Enjoy this wonderful fall weather with hopefully cooler tempera-

tures.  Most of all, have fun at Shangri-La; and be safe as you celebrate Labor 

Day. 
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Member Profile: Steve & Janee’ Odle 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Steve and Janeé Odle: Loving the  fulltime lake lifestyle and the variety 

of entertainment options at Shangri-La! 

It might be a little misleading to use the phrase “partners in 

crime,” but their common ground in the fight against crime is actu-

ally what brought Grand Lakers Steve and Janeé Odle together. 

As youngsters, they were both Jay, Oklahoma natives, alt-

hough Janeé’s family moved when she was in the third grade - first 

to Miami, Oklahoma, then Kansas, Oklahoma while Steve’s family 

remained in Jay. It wasn’t until years later when Steve was a police 

officer in Jay and Janeé was working in the criminal division of the 

District Attorney’s Office that they actually met. 

“I was at the District Attorney’s office filing some cases when 

I saw her and immediately thought ‘Wow! Who is that girl?’” Steve 

recalls. “I started looking for more people to arrest so I could go 

back to the D.A.’s office,” he laughs.  

Almost three decades later, Janeé is still at the D.A.’ office, 

serving since 2003 as Supervision and Bogus Checks Director 

where she chases down hot checks while supervising some 300-

500 defendants on probation at any given time. She admits it’s not 

a position in which the clientele expects to see a woman. 

“I think the first reaction of people on probation when they 

see me is ‘this is going to be easy.’ And, if they do exactly what 
they’re supposed to do under the orders of the court, I’m just as 

nice as I can be,” she says with a disarming smile. Otherwise, the 

situation can change. 

“She doesn’t intimidate well,” Steve offers. “There are times 

when she comes home after a particularly stressful day and I have 

to remind her to leave that probation attitude behind.” 

“My poor children,” Janeé laughs.  

Janeé’s career path has been consistent from the beginning, 

but Steve’s professional path took a sharp turn eighteen years ago. 

After a dozen years as Assistant Police Chief in Jay, a practical joke 

Steve and his fellow officers played on a local bank president 

changed the course of his life. 

“We gave him a pretty hard time about leaving the bank 

alarm turned off after a false alarm,” he recalls. “We put on a pret-

ty good show. We had him going pretty good until we told him we 

were joking.” 

Perhaps it was his ingenuity in putting together an elaborate 

practical joke or maybe it was the display of both his outgoing 

personality or quick thinking – something resulted in an unex-

pected offer for him to leave law enforcement and switch to a 

career in banking.   

“I almost didn’t do it because all he knew was law en-

forcement,” Steve recalls. “It’s a very unique transition, all 

right, but there are more similarities than you might think. In 

law enforcement, you learn a lot about people – reading body 

language, judging personalities, and believability - and I actually 

use a lot of that in the banking.” 

He made the switch and the decision couldn’t have been a 

better one. He spent sixteen years in commercial lending and 

mortgage lending at Grand Savings Bank in Jay, before being 

moved to the Grove branch as Senior Vice President.  

“There’s another similarity between the two professions,” 

he points out. “You can’t judge people by appearances. It’s a 

good idea to just be nice to everyone you meet, because you 

never know who you’re dealing with.” 

After raising their two children, a son and a daughter, in 

Jay, Steve and Janeé made the decision to take a new lifestyle 
direction in 2017 when they moved from Jay to a waterfront 

home on Grand Lake, directly across the lake from Monkey 

Island’s Grand Lake Regional Airport. They had brought their 

kids to the lake often in their formative years, but the move to 

full-time shoreline living was another great move for the out-

going couple. 

“We thought about all the childhood memories out kids 

had growing up in Jay, and we asked them what they thought 

about moving to the lake. We probably would have done it, 

anyway,” she laughs, “but we did ask them. They thought it 

was a great idea – and it has been wonderful. We absolutely 

love it!” 

They jumped into lake life with both feet, joining Shangri-

La as members in 2019 – and they are active participants in 

virtually every aspect of resort life – year-round. They even 

bought a center console Chris-Craft with an outboard engine 

so they don’t have to winterize it; and they utilize the boat for 

their getaways all year long. 

“People laugh at us sometimes when we boat over in the 

winter all bundled up,” Janeé admits. “But it’s five minutes from 

our house to Shangri-La by water,” Steve chips in, “and 50 

minutes to an hour by land. It just makes sense.’ 

They make the trip often, participating in the wide variety 

of entertainment options at Shangri-La – shrimp boils & karao-

ke, steak night, all-you-can-eat rib night… “and we love all the 

entertainment options. Steve plays quite a bit of golf, but with 

opening of The Anchor, we’re going to have to learn to play 

pickleball!” 

“It’s really almost a life-saver to be able to get Janeé out 

of her work element and get some relief,” Steve points out. “I 

love having the opportunity to get her out of a difficult envi-

ronment every weekend. At the same time,” he adds, “it’s a 

great opportunity for me to meet prospective bank customers. 

How lucky are we to have a diamond like Shangri-La Resort 

right in our back yard? We watch people fly in and drive in, 

spending hours to get here for a little vacation or getaway – 

and we get to live here full time. Sometimes it’s hard to be-

lieve. It’s like being on vacation every weekend!” 

Steve loves to play golf, hunt and fish. With their home 

and dock on the water, he fishes almost every day. Janeé leans 
more toward shopping and running. Serious running. This will 

Continued on page 8…  



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Top Left) Congratulations to Donnie Simpson of Joplin, MO 

(pictured second from right) on his 4th Career Hole in One. Donnie 

aced #2 Legends at Shangri-La Golf Club from 191 yards with his 

3 hybrid Saturday, August 14. The feat was witnessed by (Left to 

Right) Bennie Crossland, Ron Schultz and Curt Crossland. Great 

shot Donnie! (Middle Left) Congratulations to Lee Kubien of Tulsa 

on his first career hole in one! Lee carded his ace on #8 Heritage 

at Shangri-La Golf Club during the 2021 Tulsa Junior Oilers Golf 

tournament August 15. He hit his 9 iron from 157 yards. The shot 

was witnessed by Lance Lamb, Devin Dunn, and Brandon Duffy! 

Congrats Lee! (Bottom Left) Congratulations to Shanice DeGee on 

her second career hole in one carded Sunday, August 22 at 

‘Shangri-La Golf Club on Grand Lake. Shanice hit her 7-iron from 

150 yards on Heritage #5. She is a member of the NSU River 

Hawks golf team and was playing alongside her teammates Katy 

Petersen, Nicole Anderson, and Nina Lee. Congrats on the great 

shot and good luck this season. Many more to come. (Top Right) 

Twenty-nine SLWGA members made the annual “Unmystery Trip” 

to Meadowbrook in Tulsa August 26. (Bottom Right) SLWGA’s 

Eclectic Tournament featured great participation and great fun. 
Pictured (from left) are Judi Barber, Ann Turner, Liz Paden, Carol 

Cable, and Cheryl Brecheisen. 

Continued from page 7…  

be her 15th year running in the Oklahoma City Marathon. 

“I’m not fast, but I do finish,” she says, adding “I don’t run the 

full marathon. I run the half-marathon. I’m only half crazy!” 

They spend lots of time entertaining their children and their 

two grandchildren at Shangri-La pool, The Anchor, and Doc’s – 

and they’re on the boat virtually every weekend of the year.  

“It’s great to be able to hop in the boat – and in five minutes, 

we’re in a vacation paradise,” Steve says. “The move to Grand 

Lake and our membership at Shangri-La both proved to be great 

decisions. Everybody we see here is just like us. They’re just here 

to relax and have a good time. The big difference between them 

and us is – we get to do it every day!” 



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

came out and had a blast participating in the Futsol Exhi-

bition on our Anchor Basketball Court. Thank you to 

our staff, guests, and of course NEO Men’s Soccer Team 

Coach/Staff John Parrigon and Guy Duncan for helping 

make this possible! We wish you luck on your upcoming 

season! 

Football Season is here! 

We all know football season is one of the BEST 

seasons (besides lake/boat season) and the hottest new 

place to watch all the games is now A LOT closer than 

you think. That’s right! The Anchor is getting the NFL 

Sunday Ticket Package and will be showing ALL your 

favorite games such as previous Super Bowl champion 

Kansas City Chiefs led by Patrick Mahomes, Dallas Cow-

boys with Dak Prescott on the mend, Kyler Murray with 

the Arizona Cardinals, Pittsburgh Steelers rookie Tre 

Norwood, Baker Mayfield with the Cleveland Browns 

and more!  

It’s not just about the NFL, of course, Saturdays will 

be packed with OU, OSU, TU fans – and supporters of 
colleges across the country. In the Anchor’s Sports Bar, 

we not only have two major video walls but also various 

indoor and outdoor TVs with firepits and numerous 

tables nearby. There is no shortage of great spots to sit 

and watch your favorite team kickoff! Finally – it doesn’t 

matter if two or three of your favorite teams are playing 

at the same time. You can catch ALL the games at The 

Anchor. We can’t wait to see everybody and cheer on 

our favorite teams together! 

In the meantime… 

While Summer is wrapping up and kids are heading 

back to school, with many now starting new chapters in 

their lives after graduating high school and heading to 

college, we want to say thank you to our founding origi-

nal team! Without these super bright, creative, flexible 

kids on our opening team The Anchor MIGHT have 

sunk! However, they have worked together and done an 

amazing job this summer - we can’t thank them enough! 

The Anchor is now hiring full time and part time posi-

tions available. Apply at bit.ly/shangrila-careers. For more 

information contact me at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com.  

Fall is coming up, but the fun doesn’t stop here! 

With football season coming we are planning promotions 

and activities such as Monday Night Football watch par-

ties, Tuesday Night Bingo and Wednesday Night Trivia as 

well as various Racquet Club Activities! Stay tuned for 

more updates and activities coming soon!  

Our Commitment to You 

Our goal is to enhance membership value and gen-

erate fun for everyone who visits The Anchor. We can 

only accomplish this if we communicate with each other. 

In short, we want to know your opinions about our per-

formance. Your feedback is not only welcome, it is es-

sential for us to accomplish our goals – which all center 

around your experience. Feel free to share your 

thoughts or suggestions directly with me at any time 

regarding any aspect of our operation. I can assure you 

every suggestion will be read and considered thoroughly. 

Please contact me at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com . 

Thanks. I’ll see you soon at The Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

Lots of things have taken place here at The Anchor over these last 

few months, and we just want to thank all of our staff, members, guests 

and everyone else who has been able to be with us and make memories 

with us. We wouldn’t be here without you!  

MLW @ Shangri-la 

Many of you may have heard about, attended, or even participated 

in an AWESOME event we had in July. We had the wonderful oppor-

tunity to host two Major League WIFFLE® Ball teams for a few days 

with games to watch and various events such as a pitching clinic and 

‘beat the pro’ competitions for guests to play in! This was our first major 

event at our Mini Fenway Park at The Anchor and it couldn’t have gone 

any better! Kids, grandkids, and adults of all ages came out to watch the 

Oklahoma Series. The MLW guys were surprised with how many at-

tended and they felt honored! Many of the players had even been fans of 

these great guys for a while, along with the various new fans they just 

gained!  

The MLW recorded some of their time here and you can find that 

video highlighting their Oklahoma Series on their Youtube Channel at 

https://youtu.be/CBFq7ggqY18 or by going to Youtube.com and search-

ing ‘MLW Wiffle Ball Oklahoma Series.’ You can also follow them and 
stay up to date on their activities via their Instagram @mlw_wiffle ! 

Kids Sports Camp = SUCCESS! 

We hosted our first annual Kids Sports Camp over the last month 

and boy was it fun and a learning experience! Each week we split the 

kids into different groups based on age and had separate events sched-

uled each week. The kids got to learn about and play all kinds of fun 

games throughout the month ranging from soccer, pickleball, basketball, 

football, and even water games such as a slip n’ slide and water balloon 

fight! Big thank you to our staff and counselors that were able to be 

apart and wrangle the kids each day! Thankfully, it was a success with 

minor injuries, lots of yummy snacks and overall a lot of fun! 

NEO Men’s Soccer Team Street Soccer ‘Futsol’ Exhibition 

Big shoutout to the Northeastern Oklahoma College Men’s Soccer 

Team for coming out Friday August 20th and giving us a great show!  

These awesome athletes, many of whom come from all over the world, 

You think you have a big screen? Anchor Marketing & Communications Coor-

dinator Gabby Wallace shows why The Anchor is THE spot for football! 

mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
https://youtu.be/CBFq7ggqY18
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WINNING ON THE ROAD! Congratulations to Shangri-La members 

Carol and Nevyle Cable who paired up with Dave & Kathie Han-

nagan to win the Cowboy Couples Event at Southern Hills Country 

Club in Tulsa last month. 

SLWGA Eclectic Tournament players Jan Castelli, Pat Dunn, and 

Susan Jones. 

Big congratulations to Shangri-La member Jeremy Callison on qualify-

ing for the 2021 USGA Mid-Am Championship to be held starting 

September 25th at Sankaty Head Golf Club in Siasconset, Mass. Jere-

my qualified in Summit Park, UT at Jeremy Ranch Golf Club. Great 

playing! Good luck, we will all be watching.  

The team from Classic Golf Carts took Championship honors in the 

Mary Moore Classic charity golf tournament at Shangri-La August 20. 

(from left) John Lewis, Chad Dalton, Ryan Dalton, Kenny Cole. Con-

gratulations, guys!  

The NEO A&M men’s soccer team put on a thrilling street soccer 

Futsol exhibition at The Anchor. 

Shangri-La has fun for all ages – including a fabulous new playground 

for our littlest members and hotel guests.  
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(Top) Congratulations all the players, bid-

ders, sponsors, and supporters of another 

sold out and highly successful Mary Moore 

Charity Event & Golf Tournament benefiting 

the Special Olympics team at Home of 

Hope. The 2021 event was held at Shangri-

La August 20. (Middle) Oklahoma Lieuten-

ant Governor Matt Pinnell will once again 

host his “Luau on the Green” and “Pinnell 

Classic Golf Tournament” at Shangri-La 

September 16-17. Pictured (from left) are 

State Representative Josh West, Shangri-La 

Director of Communications & Government 

Relations Mike Williams, Lt. Governor Pin-

nell, and event organizer Somerlyn Cothran. 

(Bottom Left) The 2021 Tulsa Junior Oilers 

Hockey Teams enjoyed a day at Shangri-La! 

Good luck with your season Teams! 

(Bottom Right) Is Director of Golf Rob 

Yanovitch the WiffleBall King??? Are You??? 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-8:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Open to Members and Resort Guests 

Monday-Wednesday 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Sunday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Open to the Public Sunday Evenings 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Daily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 
Doc’s Patio (replacing operations at 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar) 
11:00-midnight Friday & Saturday 

11:00-9:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday 

9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Saturday 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 
 

 

The Anchor Activity Park is the Grand Lake’s most popular gathering 

spots for both participation sports and spectator sports. Check out 

your favorite team on our giant video walls! 


