
 

Thank You for Making “The Anchor” at 
Shangri-La a Tourism & Recreation Hit! 
Next Up? “The Battlefield” Par 3 Course 

 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

the Tokyo Olympics were just 

warm-up acts for the crowds 

those multiple screens will at-

tract as football season gets 

underway – and it’s here! The 

NFL pre-season gets underway 

August 5 with the Cowboys and 

Steelers in the Hall of Fame 

Game. And that’s just the begin-

ning. College football kicks off 

August 28. 

NEW CLUB CHAMPIONS 

FOR 2021 

Congratulations to Shangri-

La’s new Club Champions for 

2021, crowned this month fol-

lowing back-to-back two-day 

tournaments. The 2021 Club 

Champions are Jeremy Callison 

(Men’s Club Champion), Richard 
Lippitt (Men’s Open Champion), 

Lance Ledbetter (Men’s Senior 

Champion), Ann Turner 

ful construction executives. 

They are great partners who 

took total ownership of our 

efforts to reach challenging 

goals in a timely manner while 

enduring difficult conditions. As 

individuals, they are great mem-

bers of the Grand Lake/Monkey 

Island community; and the pride 

they take in their work is evi-

dent to all who enjoy the amen-

ities at The Anchor.  

The amenities at The An-

chor have literally changed the 

face of entertainment on Grand 

Lake, and I am so grateful for 

the way the entire community 

has wrapped their arms around 

the many recreational opportu-

nities it provides. In the sports 
bar, the video walls are about 

to get a really good workout. 

Major golf tournaments, world 

soccer competition, and even 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

The dedication of the USS 

Oklahoma Memorial and official 

Grand Opening of The Anchor 

Activity Park were gratifying ac-

complishments in our continued 

growth and expansion of Shangri-

La Resort. I am grateful to Eddy 

Gibbs, Ron Young, Representative 

Josh West, Lieutenant Governor 

Matt Pinnell, the hundreds of 

members and guests who joined 

us, and our fabulous team at Shan-

gri-La for making both events so 

successful and so memorable.  

I am especially grateful to the 

ace team from Timberlake Con-

struction for their unbelievable 

skills, work ethic, knowledge and 

cooperative spirit for the quality 

construction of The Anchor at 
breakneck speed during almost 

unprecedented adverse weather 

conditions. Bryan and Dave Tim-

berlake are far more than success-
Continued on page 2…  
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What a Summer it’s been at Shangri-La!!! 
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(Women’s Club Champion), and Susan Jones 

(Women’s 9-Hole Champion. Watch for 

rising stars from younger Shangri-La players 

in the future. Davyn Schoppa, Alaina Schop-

pa, Trip Stanford, Trey Bishop, Brantley 

Brown, James Bunch, and Kate Clark topped 

the competition in their divisions and were 

crowned Shangri-La Junior Club Champions! 

Trey Bishop is the 2021 Boys Club Champi-

on and Kate Clark is the Girls Club Champi-

on. 

We kick off the month of August on the 

course with the Shangri-La Invitational fea-

turing some of the region’s top college and 

pro players, the final day of the SLWGA 

Eclectic Tournament, the infamous Run a 

Monkey Tournament, the PGA Oakley Cup, 

and the return of the Women’s Oklahoma 

Golf Association Partnership Championship 

Tournament to Shangri-La. Later in the 
month, the Mary Moore Charity Event and 

Golf Tournament and the SLWGA Grand 

Lady Tournament wrap up a busy month on 

our Championship course!  

AND NOW…A NEW PAR 3 COURSE  

IS ON THE NEAR HORIZON 

Since Eddy Gibbs purchased the Shangri

-La property eleven years ago, there has 

never yet been a day we didn’t have some-

thing under construction. That trend contin-

ues this month as we begin construction on 

“The Battlefield,” an 18-hole Par 3 course 

that will add even more options for mem-

bers, guests, and golf groups playing at Shan-

gri-La. Completion of the new course is 

planned for late summer of next year. 

The course will be located at the north 

edge of the resort property, directly behind 

the Monkey Island Fire Department, and will 

operate as a separate destination course, 

independent from the club house golf opera-

tions for our 27-hole Championship course. 

The facility will have its own small clubhouse, 

turn house concessions and golf carts, as 

well as a short driving range for warm-ups 

and a putting green. The full practice facility 

and driving range will remain adjacent to the 

main club house. 

The course will feature Bermuda grass 

fairways and Bent Grass greens, just like the 

Championship course at Shangri-La. For 

ambitious exercisers, the course can be 

walked; but golfers who choose that method 

of play may want to make sure they’re in 

good shape due to dramatic elevation chang-

es. From beginning to end, there is a 100-

foot change in elevation as the course winds 

from hilltop to the bank of Grand Lake. 

With multiple tee boxes like the Champion-

ship course, difficulty of the course will vary 
depending on the tee boxes chosen by play-

ers. 

The increase in both tourism, group 

events, and membership at Shangri-La, com-

Continued from page 1…  

bined with the recent upsurge in the popu-

larity of golf make this a natural move for 

Shangri-La. We are constantly planning 

ways to set Grand Lake and Shangri-La in 

position to always be the ultimate destina-

tion in our region. 

THERE’S ALWAYS A LOT HAPPENING 

AT SHANGRI-LA! 

In addition to a busy month on the 

golf course, t’s a busy, busy month at every 

venue at Shangri-La. At The Anchor, we 

offer free Beginners Pickleball every Mon-

day night at 7:30 and adult group Pickleball 

Drills/Play every Tuesday morning at 9:00, 

as well as designated Men’s, Women’s, and 

Co-Ed tennis and pickleball play days. 

Round-Robin Pickleball Tournaments will 

be held every Saturday morning this month 

at 9:00. 

In addition to the fabulous gaming 
opportunities at The Anchor, the new 

children’s playground at the resort hotel is 

now open for the little ones, in addition to 

the Splash Pad fun at our resort pool. 

At Doc’s Bar & Grill, the weekly 

Thursday Night Shrimp Boil & Karaoke 

with Jason Morgan is always a popular 

event. Tuesday night is now “Craft Burgers 

& Booze” night at Doc’s featuring a variety 

of craft burgers, craft cocktails & beer – 

and at a great price: $10 for burger & fries. 

Wednesday night is Hooray Grill Steak 

Cookout Night on the patio at Doc’s. The 

All-You-Can-Eat Rib Night on Fridays also 

spotlights some of the area’s greatest live 

entertainment. 

Friday night entertainers at Doc’s this 

month include Franklin Birt, Zac Wnzel, Clint 

Ingram, and Laron Simpson. 

THE EDDY’S FUN HAS MOVED  

TO DOC’S PATIO UNTIL  

WE CAN HIRE MORE STAFF 

Like many bar & restaurant venues, 

the combination of increased demand and 

shortage of staff has forced us to consoli-

date some of the fun to make sure you get 

the best possible service. Eddy’s Lakeside 

Bar is closed until we can staff up – but we 

just moved the fun 100 yards across the 

parking lot to Doc’s Patio. We apologize 

for the inconvenience, but a bar and grill 

without bartenders, cooks, and servers 

just isn’t much fun. The move of the Eddy’s 

operation to Doc’s Patio allows us to offer 

food, beverages, and entertainment more 

efficiently. We will offer a fun “Patio 

Menu,” drink & food specials including a 

“Reverse Happy Hour” with drink specials 

from 10:00 p.m.-Midnight, and entertain-

ment – but for now, the weekend fun will 
now be on Doc’s Patio instead of Eddy’s. In 

addition to the Thursday night Shrimp Boil 

& Karaoke with Jason Morgan, Doc’s Patio 

will now be open with food, drinks, fun 

and entertainment - from 11:00 a.m.-

Midnight Friday & Saturday and 11:00 a.m.-

9:00 p.m. Sunday. 

We will still feature talented DJs on 

Friday nights and the best bands in the 

region each Saturday night. The August 

band line-up for the Doc’s Patio includes 

Reverse Reaction, Robbie V & The Smokin’ 

Section, Big Smitty, and Brett & Terri. Labor 

Day weekend will feature three nights of 

great music featuring Big Smitty, 5th Element, 

and Brett & Terri. 

WE HAVE BEVERAGES! PLEASE  

DON’T TRY TO BRING YOUR OWN 

I want to mention a brief reminder 

about Oklahoma’s liquor laws. You cannot 

bring your own alcoholic beverages to any 

of Shangri-La’s dining/drinking venues – and 

you cannot take beverages from our ven-

ues when you leave. I know it’s tempting 
to take that one last cocktail from Eddy’s 

down to your boat, but that is absolutely 

against the law. Similarly, you cannot bring 

beverages from your boat to enjoy at Ed-

dy’s, Doc’s, on the golf course, or at the 

pool. We have plenty of beverages for 

your enjoyment while you’re at Shangri-La; 

but you must purchase them here and 

consume them here. It’s not about the 

money, the law…and the penalties are 

steep. Please help us comply with Oklaho-

ma laws and ABLE Commission regula-

tions. 

WE”RE ALWAYS HIRING 

Like all lake hospitality businesses, we 

have faced hiring challenges this year, and 

we are rapidly approaching another em-

ployment hurdle as many of our young staff 

members return to high school or college. 

If you know of someone interested in a 

great job in a fun environment, please send 

them our way. It’s easy to apply online at 

our website; or interested applicants may 

fill out applications at the hotel front desk.  

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S FREE 

MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. 

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 
better than it was the day before. Thank 

you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship. 

Your memories are our mission.  

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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Shrimp Boil & Karaoke. We won’t close until midnight Friday & Saturday and 

9:00 p.m. Sunday.  As you plan your schedule for the upcoming Labor Day 

holiday, you should know we will have extended hours of operation that 

weekend – open until midnight Sunday and from 11:00-9:00 on the Monday 

holiday. We’ll also have three great bands that weekend, GREAT MENU AT 

THE SUMMIT – AND OH, THOSE SEAFOOD SPECIALS! 

The Summit Restaurant is open for lunch service seven days a week, and 

for dinner service Thursday through Sunday (open to the public for Sunday 

night dinner service).  

Everybody seems to love Chef Matt’s awesome new menu at The Sum-

mit; and response to our weekly flown-in-fresh seafood specials from our 

friends at Honolulu Fish Company has been fantastic. I can’t tell you how 

great it is to hear so many compliments from those who take advantage of 

our weekly specials. We’re having a blast with it! 

COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FUN! 

If you haven’t added up your Shangri-La dining & drinking options lately, 

we now have ten different venues with a variety of choices to fit every mood. 

With our continental breakfast offering for registered hotel guests in the 

Pensacola Lounge, the Monkey Grind, Doc’s, The Pool Bar, Eddy’s, The Sum-

mit, Buffalo Bar, Turn House, The Anchor Sports Bar, and now The Galley, 
we truly have something for everyone. On top of that, our catering & ban-

quet departments are crazy busy with special dinners, receptions, banquets, 

conventions, weddings, receptions, special celebrations, and corporate evebts, 

Thanks for including Shangri-La in your dining, drinking, and special event 

plans. Bon appetit….Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

The Thursday Night Shrimp Boil & Karaoke on Doc’s Patio continues to be our most 

popular specialty night offering. Now, there’s even more fun on Doc’s Patio all weekend!  

We’re having some great fun with folks enjoying the 

unique menu options at The Galley, now open for limited 

food service seven days a week at The Anchor Activity 

Park. It’s the perfect complement to the fabulous Sports 

Bar at The Anchor, serving a variety of hot dogs, specialty 

flat breads, and some additional fun menu items ranging in 

price from $4 to $14. Food service at The Galley is availa-

ble from 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday, Monday, and 

Wednesday; and 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Fridays and Satur-

days. Currently, The Galley is not open for food service 

Tuesday and Thursday (although The Anchor is open, of 

course). 

I think the most fun people have had with a couple of 

really popular snacks at The Galley is with the tower of 

onion rings – or those gigantic soft pretzels. Naturally, we 

look forward to being a LOT busier at The Galley as peo-

ple figure out The Anchor is the ultimate spot for college 

and NFL football games. I can’t believe the NFL pre-season 

starts August 5 – and the college season starts this month, 

too – August 28. I love the fun with fans of OU, OSU, TU, 
and Arkansas, but you know where I’m from, right? Geaux 

Tigers!! 

With the availability of Doc’s, The Summit, and Ed-

dy’s, we have a variety of full-menu options for every 

mood. The Galley is not the place for a sit-down dinner, 

but we think our fun menu is a great match for the fun 

times at The Anchor. 

LOTS OF FUN SPECIATY NIGHTS AT DOC’S! 

I’m thrilled at the response to our fun “special” nights 

at Doc’s Bar & Grill. The Thursday Night Shrimp Boil & 

Karaoke with Jason Morgan continues to be the hot at-

traction of our special nights – and, of course the live en-

tertainment on Friday nights during our all-you-can-eat rib 

special is a big draw, as well. By the way, we’re continuing 

the Friday night musical offerings at Doc’s throughout the 

remainder of the year. There are other fun nights, though. 

Tuesdays, we’re having fun with our Craft Burgers & 

Booze nights; and the Wednesday night Hooray Grill Steak 

Cookouts have been great fun in a unique atmosphere 

We also have more and more people enjoying our 

breakfast buffet offerings at Doc’s on Saturday and Sunday 

mornings; and the Monkey Grind is slaying it with their 

awesome pastries and wide variety of Starbucks® bever-

age choices. That’s the perfect place to start your day, no 

matter how late you sleep. The Monkey Grind is open 

from 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. every day.  

EDDY’S LOOKS CLOSED – BUT THE  

FUN JUST MOVED TO DOC’S PATIO 

In order to provide service and entertainment you 

want with a severe staffing shortage, we are moving the 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar fun to Doc’s Patio. Yes, Eddy’s is 

closed for now, but we offer a great menu and the same 

entertainment line-up just 100 yards away. Friday-Sunday 

operation. Great menu. Same entertainment line-up. 

“Same Bat-Time, Same Bat-fun.” Just a different location. 

We are working every day to resolve staffing issues, 

but it is a constant battle. is open at 11:00 a.m. on Fridays, 

Saturdays and Sundays, with live entertainment every Fri-

day & Saturday night. We’re just adding another night of 

fun on Doc’s Patio in addition to the Thursday night 
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Dog days of summer have arrived. I can’t believe it’s already August. It seems like the 

marina has been operating at peak summer levels since early March. The popularity of the 

many venues at Shangri-La Resort has certainly added to the boat traffic at the marina – 

and there seems to be no end in sight. I looked out from the Ship Store midday on a re-

cent Friday to see boats at all six fuel dock slots and boats in all sixteen courtesy dock 

spots – and Eddy’s Lakeside Bar wasn’t even open, yet!  

I’m grateful for the record-setting business, of course; but I am equally grateful for the 

terrific crew of dock hands who utilize quick hands, boat knowledge and big smiles to wel-

come every boater in search of fuel, supplies, ice, beverages and snacks. Our Ship Store 

clerks work equally hard, oftentimes dealing with long lines of customers. I couldn’t be 

prouder of our team! 

This bunch works long, hard hours in the late summer heat to make sure you have 

fun. If you’re treated well, tip well. We appreciate the dedication of our reliable, respon-

sive, knowledgeable crew – and we hope you do, too! 

For your convenience, Shangri-La Marina is open seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. 

until 6:00 p.m. We will, of course, have extended hours of operation on 4th of July week-

end.   

EDDY’S LAKESIDE BAR FUN IS MOVING TO DOC’S PATIO 

The Friday-Sunday Eddy’s Lakeside Bar fun has moved across the parking lot to Doc’s 

Patio. With increasing demand and dwindling staff numbers, we are consolidating our staff 
and resources to continue the fun, but at a different location until we can hire adequate 

staff to serve everyone at both Doc’s and Eddy’s. 

We’ll continue food, drink specials and great entertainment – but on Doc’s Patio in-

stead of at Eddy’s. August entertainment includes DJ Matt (August 6), Reverse Reaction 

(August 7), DJ Max (August 13), Robbie V & the Smokin’ Section (August 14), DJ C-Dub 

(August 20), Big Smitty (August 21), DJ Kennedy (August 27) and Brett & Terri (August 28). If 

you’re planning ahead to Labor Day Weekend, there’s an incredible line-up of talent for an 

extended weekend of entertainment September 3-6. Big Smitty, 5th Element, and Brett & 

Terri.   

Separate live entertainment continues every Friday night inside Doc’s Bar & Grill – 

including Franklin Birt (August 6), Zac Wenzel (August 13), Clint Ingram (August 20), and 

Laron Simpson (August 27).  

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Shangri-La’s courtesy slips – full at midday on a weekday. This must be the place to be! 

ENFORCEMENT OF OKLAHOMA LIQ-

UOR LAWS! 

It is critical to our licensing for every-

one to adhere strictly to Oklahoma’s liquor 

laws. Boaters cannot, under any circum-

stances, take alcoholic beverages from their 

boats to any of Shangri-La’s food & bever-

age venues. Similarly, beverages cannot be 

taken from our venues to your boat. The 

law is clear and strictly enforced. We have a 

wide variety of beverages at Eddy’s, Doc’s, 

and all Shangri-La venues. But you must 

purchase your beverages at those venues – 

and you must consume them there. No 

alcoholic beverages are allowed to be taken 

in or out of Shangri-La venues. Please do 

your part to protect our liquor license! 

THE SHIP STORE IS FULLY STOCKED! 

Our ship store offers a variety of mer-

chandise for boaters - fuel, oil, gear lube, 
dock lines, fenders, life jackets, cleaning 

supplies and air pumps for those inflatable 

water toys – but there is so much more.  

We have a great selection of light-

weight women’s hoodies, as well as the 

regular style hoodies. Check out the really 

fun souvenir tee shirts as well as long 

sleeved shirts, swimsuits and lots of foot-

wear – flip flops, water shoes, and really 

neat new Drivers, along with a great selec-

tion of caps, hats, and visors. For boaters 

who spend long days on the water, we also 

have long-sleeve sunscreen T-Shirts with a 

built in RPF 50+ protection from the sun.  

Ice, beer, snacks and soft drinks are 

available in the Ship Store including all your 

favorite ice cream treats; and a great supply 

of items you might not have realized you 

needed until you arrived at the lake. If you 

haven’t been to the Ship Store lately, check 

out the great souvenir items including some 

very popular logoed Yeti Tumblers. 

BOAT & PWC RENTALS, YACHT 

CHARTERS AND PARASAILING  

If you’re planning to spend some time 

on the water, but you don’t own your own 

boat, Sail Grand at Shangri-La Marina offers 

rental of pontoons, tritoons, bowriders, a 

bass boat, and personal watercraft. We also 

have new Chaparral bow-rider ski boats 

available – both 21-footers and 23-footers. 

Yacht charters are also available, as well as 

the only parasailing adventures in the entire 

State of Oklahoma. Advance reservations 

are available online for boat rentals at 

www.sailgrand.com – or by telephone at 

918-257-6000. Our marina team is here to 

serve you seven days a week, and we’re 

always happy to see you. 

 

http://www.sailgrand.com
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Winston Watkins has a Shangri-La history – but he is now 

Assistant Director of Events at The Anchor Activity Park. 

It’s no secret that The Anchor Activity Park 

is the hottest spot on all of Grand Lake – and 

there is a lot more fun on the way! The man 

behind the fun Anchor events is Winston Wat-

kins. Winston has a history at Shangri-La, and 

joined the team at The Anchor in the very begin-

ning. He was recently promoted to Assistant 

Director of Events at The Anchor. 

With a cornhole tournament, three days of 

Major League WIFFLE® Ball events, and a 3 vs. 3 

basketball tournament already a part of July histo-

ry, he already has big plans for the months ahead. 

“We’ll have events both big and small,” he 

says. “This fall, we’ll be emphasizing Monday 

Night Football, Thursday Night Football, College 

Football Saturdays, of course, as well as Tuesday 

Bingo and Wednesday night trivia competition. 

We’re also planning a big Bedlam Football Tail-

gate Party. With so many TV screens and our 

two giant video walls, there’s no better place 
anywhere to watch football!” 

Later in the fall, he also has plans for a Win-

ter Shangri-La Golf League, with competition in 

the Trackman Golf Simulator room. 

He loves the possibilities presented by the 

pickleball, tennis, mini-Fenway WIFFLE® Ball 

park, and the basketball court; but anyone who 

knows his love for golf also knows he wouldn’t 

leave golf out of any of his planning. In fact, it was 

golf that first brought Winston to Shangri-La. 

While attending Oklahoma State University, 

he worked for a summer at Shangri-La on the 

Player Services team. He also worked for three 

Staff Spotlight: Winston Watkins 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

years in the Golf Shop at Karsten Creek in Stillwater while he was wrapping 

up his degree in Sports Management.  He contacted Shangri-La’s PGA Di-

rector of Golf Rob Yanovitch to see if there might be a spot for him, and 

immediately took a position in the Golf Shop and moved to Monkey Island. 

When The Anchor activity park opened in June, Winston knew he had a 

new home! 

Born in Oklahoma, his family moved to Illinois when he was six years 

old. He graduated from high school in Dwight, Illinois, but returned to Ok-

lahoma to attend college. 

“My dad went to OSU, so I had no choice but to grow up as an OSU 

fan,” he laughs. 

We’re lucky he spent that summer working at Shangri-La while he was 

at OSU – and we’re even luckier to have him heading up the planning of 

events at The Anchor. He dreams of retiring to the coast of North Carolina 

someday, but that’s a few decades away. He’ll have to be satisfied with the 

annual family reunions there for a while. In the meantime, he’s at home on 

Monkey Island and he has found the job that is a perfect fit. 

“What I love about this job is the ability to entertain everyone,” he 

says. “The Anchor adds another tool to Shangri-La’s list of amenities that 

will further our success. It’s a privilege to be in on the ground floor of such 
a giant step for the resort. 

“The success we’ve already had is far more than any of us expected,” 

Winston offers. “The amount of appreciation expressed by our members 

and guests is overwhelming. Our members have supported everything we’ve 

done. They have been so gracious and so supportive. It’s really rewarding to 

have that kind of support.” 

Shangri-La Club Champion Jeremy Callison 



 

Page 6 The Horizon: August 2021 

(Top Left ) Liz Paden topped all B Flight Tri-State competitors with Low Gross 

honors. (Top Right ) SLWGA member Ann Turner finished A Flight competition at 

Tri-State with Low Gross Score. (Above) Shangri-La’s Robin Purdie took Champion-
ship honors at the Tri-State Golf Tournament. (Left) The SLWGA Team of Ann 

Turner, Robin Purdie, Carol Cable, and Lenda Smith topped all teams to take Tri-

State Championship Team honors. 

July was a great month of golf and not only was 

the weather hot; the SLWGA ladies were hot win-

ners at the Annual 2021 Tri-State tournament at the 

Coves, July 18-20. Fifteen Shangri-la ladies did fantas-

tic taking prizes in all three flights, individual and 

team.  Captain Robin Purdie took top prize winning 

the tournament Low Gross Champion-

ship.  Congratulations to everyone and Robin Pur-

die “YOU ROCK!” 

SLWGA ladies took lots of other prizes home 

from the Tri-State Tournament, as well. Ann Turner 

was Low Gross in the A Flight and Lenda Smith fin-

ished 2nd. In the B Flight, Liz Paden took Low Gross 

honors; and in the C Flight, Judi Barber was 1st Low 

Net and Peggy Blair was 3rd Low Net.  

Shangri-La’s team of Robin Purdie, Carol Cable, 

Ann Turner, and Lenda Smith finished with the Team 

Low Gross title. 

Congratulations are also in order for our newly

-crowned Shangri-La Club Champions. Ann Turner 
took overall honors as the 2021 Club Champion – 

and Susan Jones is the official 9-hole Club Champion. 

Great play! 

Up-Coming Events for August. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

August 2: Final day of the 2021 Eclectic Tournament 

August 12: Green Country Interclub at Indian 

Springs Country Club, Broken Arrow, OK    

August 16-17: WOGA 4-BALL PARTNERSHIP held 

at Shangri-la. 

August 26: UnMystery Trip - Meadowbrook Country 

Club, Tulsa, OK. 

August 29-30: Grand Lady Tournament (SLWGA 

Championship) 2-day  

It looks like our ladies will be busy playing golf 

and we wish them all luck as they play in these fun 

tournaments.  For those not playing in tournaments, 

regular play days will be continuing on Mondays. 

I hope everyone is having a fun summer enjoy-

ing golf, swimming at the resort pool and, of course, 

enjoying all the activities at THE ANCHOR.   

After all , "Everyday is a Great Day at Shangri-

La." 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 
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Member Profile: Otis & Ann Winters 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Otis and Ann Winters – back home at Grand Lake and Shangri-La! 

Throughout a story-book lifetime filled with amazing business 

success, golf records, and an astonishing star-crossed love story – 

it is possible that Otis and Ann Winters’ love of Grand Lake is 

surpassed only by their six decades plus of undying love for each 

other.  

Ann lived in Tennessee. Otis lived in west Texas. It was an 

unlikely meeting that was, quite literally, “star-crossed.” Ann’s 

sister was a famous Hollywood actress (better known to Oklaho-

mans as Peggy Helmerich, she was then known as Peggy Dow who 

starred opposite Jimmy Stewart in the classic movie “Harvey”). 

“My cousin and her sister decided we should have a blind 

date,” Otis recalls. “I wasn’t the least bit interested in a blind date, 

but I had the presence of mind to realize her sister was a movie 

star, so I knew it couldn’t be all bad. I went over to meet her, and 

she was so beautiful, I instantly decided I should revise my plans. 

“It was Christmas Eve and she said she wanted to go to 

church! Our second date wasn’t much better. She said she wanted 

to go to the opera. Those are the least and second least places I 

wanted to go with such a beautiful girl,” Otis winces. 

“On our third date, in 1958, I invited her to come to the U.S. 
Open at Southern Hills in Tulsa. It was really a big deal, and I was 

thrilled that she wanted to go. When I picked her up, she was 

wearing heels and gloves. She didn’t know a golf club from a tennis 

racquet. We went to the store, bought her some tennis shoes, and 

left the gloves in the car.” 

Ann was preparing for a move to New York to embark on a 

career as a professional singer; but somehow Otis managed to 

persuade her to give up her career plans and marry him. 

“It happened very quickly,” Ann blushes. “I knew right away he was 

the one!” 

“The silver tongue won again,” Otis laughed. “I said, ‘I’m not 

big on opera or church, and you don’t like golf – so, let’s get mar-

ried.’” 

“Actually,” Ann quickly added, “He came to see me in Ten-

nessee and crashed his plane on his way back to Texas. I probably 

just felt sorry for him.” 

“It was a little awkward when I asked for her hand in mar-

riage,” Otis admits. “Her mother said, ‘Olan, don’t you think 

this is kind of sudden?’ I said, ‘You’re close. It’s four letters and 

starts with an ‘O,’ but it’s Otis, not Olan.’” 

Despite that inauspicious beginning, they were married – 

62 years ago. Instead of a professional career, Ann donated her 

singing skills to several churches they attended and was active 

in church and participated in the Bible Study Fellowship for 

several years in Dallas and Tulsa. 

Otis enjoyed an incredibly distinguished business career in 

the energy, financial services and turnaround management 

business. Armed with a Master’s Degree in petroleum engi-

neering from Stanford University, and an MBA from Harvard, 

he went into the oil and gas business with Stanolind Oil and 

Gas in Tulsa. He started a firm with three other men and they 

were very successful until the infamous oil and subsequent gas 

crashes.  

He was a founding partner and Chairman of the Board of 

a national management and consulting firm, working with trou-

bled companies. One of his more notable assignments was 

when his firm was the trustee for Bunker Hunt’s bankruptcy. It 
was the largest personal bankruptcy on record at $1.7 billion. 

This took Otis and Ann to Dallas where they stayed for 20 

years. In another interesting career turn, Otis was an advisor 

to the contractor who built Jim Bakker’s PTL ministry in South 

Carolina. He is the one who found the infamous $140,000 

hush money payment to Jessica Hahn. 

After 20 years in Dallas, Ann and Otis took up permanent 

residency for 18 years at their legendary “Fifth and Boston” 

property on a spectacular point across the lake from Shangri-

La.  

“We had owned that property for years and years. But 

when we moved from Dallas, we just decided to bypass Tulsa 

and move to the Grove property full-time,” Ann said.  

Otis continued his work as a nationally recognized expert 

on corporate governance and frequently advised clients on 

matters challenging the Board of Directors. He served on the 

Boards of more than 30 companies including 10 on the NYSE, 

as well as Dynegy, Inc. which was 23rd on the Fortune 500 list. 

He was serving as the Chairman of the Audit Committee when 

Dynegy tried to merge with Enron in November 2001. He 

became the Lead Director of the Dynegy Board and led the 

board and company through a successful restructuring prior to 

his retirement in 2002. He then served on the faculty of the 

National Association of Corporate Directors conducting semi-

nars for national gatherings and individual companies. 

Otis is equally dedicated to community service. He has 

been a Rotarian for 48 years. He is a Paul Harris Fellow and a 

Paul Harris Society member, and Major Donor. He has alter-

nated between Tulsa and Grove Rotary clubs – 30 years in 

Tulsa Rotary and 18 years in the Grove club. 

And then, there’s GOLF! 

Even with such an incredibly successful business career, 

Otis is probably better known for his love of golf. He was a 

semi-finalist in the 1950 USGA Junior Championship and went 

to Stanford to play golf.  

Here’s a great trivia question for you. Otis played on the 

Stanford University team in the 50’s, Tom Watson played on 

the team in the 70’s and Tiger Woods played on the team in 

the 90’s but only one of them played on an NCAA champion-

ship team. Which one? Yep. Only Otis. 
He has been the club champion at three different courses. 

Continued on page 8…  



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Top) Congratulations to Shangri-La member Ron Lay on his first 

career hole-in-one. Ron accomplished the feat on #8 Legends at 

Shangri-La July 12, 2021 when he hit his six iron from 152 yards. 

Don’t wait so long for the next one, Ron. Great shot! (Middle) 

Congrats to Ella Tyrrell in her first career birdie July 14, 2021 on 

#7 Legends! Birdie 4 on the par five. First of many! (Above) The 

Shangri-La entry finished as first runner-up in the South Grand 

Lake Chamber Golf Tournament at Shangri-La. (from left) Sug, 

Savanna & Brantley Brown, and Ilya Yanovitch. (Left) The South 

Grand Lake Area Chamber of Commerce held it’s annual golf 

tournament at Shangri-La July 9. The winning team shot a 52! 

(from left) Matt Busch, Tyler Busch, Shangri-La Assistant Golf Pro 

Bradley Jumper and (not pictured) Tim Langley. 

Continued from page 7…  

His favorite round is shooting the course record 60 on the old 

Gold Course at Shangri-La.  

“Thankfully, that course has now been repurposed 

(Champions 9), so that record will never be broken,” he smiled. 

Before he and Ann returned to Tulsa some three years ago, 

Otis told Shangri-La’s PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch when 

he could no longer reach a par 4 green in two shots, he was going 

to tee off on the front of the fairway.  

“When I got back, I was thrilled to find the number 6 tees at 

the front of the fairway,” he laughs. “I call them ‘The Otis’ tees and 

they are wonderful.” 

Following some health challenges, Otis is back on the course, 

having organized a team he hopes will challenge for top honors in 

the upcoming Mary Moore Charity Golf Class August 20. 

Otis has belonged to some of the best-known clubs in the 

country - Pine Valley, Augusta National and Cypress Point, which 

are normally ranked 1, 2, & 3 by Golf Digest. He served on the 

Board of Governors at Pine Valley, served on the pin setting com-

mittee at Augusta for 40 years, and was the Club Champion at 

Cypress Point. He was also a member of the R&A in Great Britain 
and often took his boys to play the Scottish, Irish and English 

courses. He recently resigned from these clubs so younger people 

could join and enjoy them as he did.  

He kept his membership at Shangri-La and Southern Hills 

Country Club. His father was a founder of Southern Hills and 

three-time Club President. It is also where Otis won his first tour-

nament, the Club Junior Championship in 1947. He has served on 

multiple committees for the many championships held at Southern 

Hills. His first committee was as a fore caddie for the USGA wom-

en’s amateur in 1946 won by Babe Zaharias. He was the vice chair-

man of the 1977 USGA Open Championship won by Hubert 

Green. His committee career peaked at the recent Senior PGA 

championship where he was the tournament historian. 

Otis first came to Grand Lake as a little boy with his uncle 

when the lake was being built. He has watched the evolution of the 

Shangri-La property from a run-down lodge to the extraordinary 

development it is today. Three years ago, Otis and Ann gave up 

Grand Lake and returned to Tulsa where they had lived for 30 

years and where Otis had grown up. However, they missed the 

lake too much, and bought a lake home at Shangri-La in the Gal-

lery – where they now spend 90 percent of their time.  

“We feel like we are back home,” Ann says. “We love the 

Summit, Doc’s, Shebang, The Artichoke, and Grand Lake Public 

House. There are great restaurants here; and we are thrilled to be 

part of the Monkey Island/Shangri-La community. We have four 

sons and 12 grandchildren, including a set of triplets. There is so 

much for kids to do at Shangri-La. It’s just fabulous,” she says. 

“We’re home!”  



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

While I want to emphasize that The Anchor is a 

place to BRING your children and grandchildren, rather 

than a place to simply DROP THEM OFF, there have 

been some exceptions. We had wonderful and successful 

Youth Tennis & Pickleball Camps thanks to all the partici-

pating staff, members, and kids that joined in! Lessons, 

drills, & play times in Tennis/Pickleball for all ages are 

available for scheduling. Ror more information please 

contact Racquet Club Director Todd Kerr at 

Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com.   

Our Shangri-La Sports Camp Roster is looking pret-

ty full, with that to soon be taking off every Wednesday 

in July, and Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday during the 

LAST week of July. The Anchor will be hosting its First 3 

vs. 3 Basketball Tournament Friday and Saturday July 23-

24th. That even is open to the public, so keep your eye 

out and stay tuned for more details on that! PGA Direc-

tor of Golf Rob Yanovitch and his team will be hosting 

his Junior Skills Camp (July 19-21) capped with the Junior 

Club Championship Tournament (July 22-23.) 
Our Commitment to You 

 While we are placing maximum effort towards the 

operation, amenities, events, camps, and clinics at The 

Anchor, we know we will not always hit the mark. How-

ever, our goal is to enhance membership value and gen-

erate fun for everyone who visits. We can only accom-

plish this if we communicate with each other. In short, 

we want to know your opinions about our performance.  

Your feedback is not only welcome, it is essential 

for us to accomplish our goals – which all center around 

your experience. Feel free to share your thoughts or 

suggestions directly with me at any time regarding any 

aspect of our operation. While it may not be possible to 

implement every suggestion, I can assure you every sug-

gestion will be read and considered thoroughly. Please 

contact me at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com . Thanks. I’ll 

see you soon at The Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

Things have been moving a thousand miles per hour at The Anchor 

Activity Park since we opened last month; and boy has it been a blast! 

We are now fully open, adding finishing touches, and making necessary 

adjustments to serve and provide a fun safe environment for everybody 

to enjoy, while being excited every day to see more new faces coming in 

to see us!  

Grand Opening and Dedication ceremony 

Right on the heels of our July 2 Grand Opening Festivities, the 

Fourth of July weekend is on us. We couldn’t welcome all our new won-

derful guests without a proper grand opening and a big holiday celebra-

tion, could we? We look forward to starting off the holiday weekend 

with a booming ceremony!  

It’s a full weekend, too! Friday July 2nd is The Anchor’s First Annual 

Cornhole Tournament kicking off at 7:00 p.m. Open to the public with 

all ages welcome, teams will consist of two players. There is an entry fee 

of $25 per person cash only. The entry fee includes a redeemable drink 

voucher, and the winner will receive a CASH prize along with a one-of-a

-kind photo opportunity. SIGN UPS ARE STILL OPEN. For more info in 

regards to the cornhole tournament you can check out The Anchor 

Facebook page, Instagram, call us at 918-257-4202, email 
Chase.Kreutz@shangrilaok.com or Gabby.Wallace@shangrilaok.com. 

Worked up an appetite playing too hard? No Worries!  

“The Galley,” our snack bar kitchen at The Anchor is now officially 

OPEN with many different yummy options from which to choose.  Fea-

tured items include a variety of gourmet hot dogs such as the All Ameri-

can Dog, The Masters Dog and The Bad Boy. We have options to mix 

up your dog breeds that are available at request such as a turkey or 

veggie friendly dogs, if preferred. We also offer hot and fresh Flat Breads 

with a collection of varieties to your liking. You might order a classic 

Pepperoni Flat Bread or even try out The Okie Dokie, if you’re feeling 

up to stepping outside of the traditional box. The snack bar also offers a 

variety of salads and many Fun Foods such as the Bavarian Pretzel or 

even our popular Tower of Power onion rings. The kitchen is open Sun-

day- Thursday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., and 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday.  

Kids & Upcoming Events 

Major League WIFFLE® Ball came to The Anchor in July. The Wildcats and 

Eagles put on a fabulous show for Shangri-La members and guests. 

Congratulations to Winston Watkins, recently  
promoted to Assistant Director of Events at The Anchor. 

(Obviously, fishing is not his forte.)  

mailto:Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Chase.Kreutz@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Gabby.Wallace@shangrilaok.com
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Youth Division Club Champions Davyn Schoppa, Alaina Schoppa,  

Trip Sanford, Trey Bishop (Boys Club Champion),  

Brantley Brown, and James Bunch 

Kate Clark (center) edged out Brooklyn McCown (left) and MacKen-

zie Dreyer (right) to take Shangri-La’s Girls Club Championship honors  

Women’s Shangri-La Club Champion Ann Turner Women’s 9-hole Club Champion Susan Jones 

2021 Men’s Open Club Champion Richard Lippitt Senior Club Champion Lance Ledbetter 
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Shangri-La President & CEO Barry Willingham, Owner Eddy Gibbs, 

and Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield officially opened the USS 

Oklahoma Memorial at Shangri-La July 2. 
(Top) Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Matt 

Pinnell was the keynote speaker at ceremo-

nies dedicating the USS Oklahoma Memori-

al and officially opening The Anchor Activity 

Park. (Left) We are so appreciative of the 

elected officials who joined us for ceremo-

nies dedication the USS Oklahoma Memori-

al and officially opening The Anchor Activity 

Park. (from left) State Representatives Rusty 

Cornwell and Josh West, undersheriff James 

Beck, Delaware County Sheriff Mark Berry, 

Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell, and State 

Senators Micheal Bergstrom and Blake 

“Cowboy” Stephens. (Bottom Right) Shangri-

La member and former Broadway perform-

er Ron Young opened the dedication cere-

monies with his stirring rendition of The 

National Anthem. (Bottom Left) Colors were 

presented and flags raised for the first time 

at the USS Oklahoma Memorial by the 

Grove American Legion Ritual Team.  



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-8:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Open to Members and Resort Guests 

Monday-Wednesday 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Sunday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Open to the Public Sunday Evenings 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Daily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 
Doc’s Patio (replacing operations at 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar) 
11:00-midnight Friday & Saturday 

11:00-9:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday 

9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Saturday 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 
 

 

Shangri-La owner Eddy Gibbs honored World War II  
Veteran Paul Green who is also a member of the Grove 

AmericanLegion Post Ritual Team. 


