
 

Shangri-La is All About Family Fun! 
And Now…It’s Year-Round Fun! 

 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

outdoor bar area. 

If you are interested in 

tennis or pickleball, we have 

leagues forming right now. Con-

tact Racquet Club Director 

T o d d  K e r r  a t 

todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com for 

additional details or to get 

signed up. Pickleball clinics are 

being held weekly and private 

lessons are available, as well. 

Check the schedule or contact 

Todd Kerr. 

MONKEY ISLAND FIRE-

WORKS 

A fabulous Independence 

Day celebration with a great 

Monkey Island Fireworks show 

is on the schedule for Saturday 

evening, July 3 beginning at 6:00 

simulators, driving and flight 

simulators, and virtual reality 

rooms would make an awe-

some recreational center on 

their own. Add the arcade 

games, pop-a-shot basketball, 

pool, ping-pong, darts, an unbe-

lievable video walls for your 

favorite sporting events, and 

perfection is at hand. And that’s 

just indoors. Outside, there’s 

pickleball, tennis, basketball, 

sand volleyball, a huge special 

event lawn and, of course, the 

much talked about mini-Fenway 

WIFFLE Ball park – and two 

awesome fire pits, one over-

looking the tennis and pickleball 

courts, and one overlooking the 

beautiful water feature that 
flows beneath the year-round 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

I knew The Anchor Indoor/

Outdoor Activity Park at Shangri-

La would be a game-changer; but 

even at that, I may have underesti-

mated the enthusiasm for such a 

facility available to the public in the 

Grand Lake area. The facility is 

fully open now, complete with a 

very popular sports bar and great 

hot dogs, flat breads and fun foods 

available at The Galley inside The 

Anchor. 

I am so grateful to our talent-

ed member Ron Young, State 

Representative Josh West, Lieu-

tenant Governor Matt Pinnell, and 

Colonel Boston Butters for their 

willingness to help make the for-

mal dedication of the $12 million 

activity park a memorable event. 
The golf simulators, shooting 

Continued on page 2…  
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Shangri-La is all about family fun. The newest addition for our youngest guests  

is a new playground facility at our resort hotel. 
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o’clock with lots of family fun activities in-

cluding an awesome air show by the WWII 

War Birds, all capped with the awesome 

fireworks display at approximately 9:30.  

The show will be visible by land or by 

Grand. If you have a boat, that’s a great way 

to enjoy the show. If you’re coming by land 

from the Monkey Island area, we recom-

mend coming by golf cart if you have one. 

Parking is always a little tricky for this great 

show. 

Parking at the hotel will be reserved for 

registered hotel guests during the show. 

Public parking is in the area across Highway 

125 just north of Grand Lake Regional Air-

port on Monkey Island. We will have compli-

mentary shuttle service to and from the 

parking area from 4:30 p.m. until midnight. I 

want to give a special shout-out to Pat Dod-

son, Superintendent of the Grove Public 
Schools for helping us out with buses and 

drivers.  

We are also grateful to the dozens of 

contributors who chipped in to make the 

fireworks show possible – especially GRDA 

for their generous $3,000 contribution. Our 

special thanks to Monkey Island Fireworks 

Committee members Peggy Howard-

Burgess, Doug Smith, and Mike Williams for 

all their hard work putting the organizational 

structure in place that is necessary for such a 

big event. 

If you haven’t already made a contribu-

tion, it’s easy to help out.  Make your contri-

bution payable to “Monkey Island Fireworks” 

and mail it to 30397 South 567 Road, Unit 

#63, Monkey Island, OK 74331. 

If you are a Shangri-La member, we can 

add your fireworks donation to your month-

ly membership billing. Simply contact Katelin 

Threet in writing, notifying her of the 

amount you wish to add to your member-

ship charge as a special donation to the Mon-

key Island Fireworks. Contact her in writing 

via email at Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com. 

I know you will give generously to help 

us celebrate this most important holiday of 

the year. That’s just who you are. We’re 

looking forward to a great show – but your 

support is critical to our efforts to make it 

happen in a big way! 

JULY SPECIAL EVENTS 

June was a phenomenal month for great 

summertime group activities at Shangri-La. 

Our Junior Players Academy set a new rec-

ord with 62 participants; and our first ever 

Youth Tennis and Youth Pickleball Camps at 

The Anchor were another outstanding suc-

cess.  

This month, there’s a lot more fun. We 
have Youth Sports Camp every Wednesday 

(8:00-1:00) at The Anchor this month. For 

Continued from page 1…  

dedicated young golfers, we will also host 

our Junior Skills Camp (July 19-21) fol-

lowed by our Junior Club Championship 

Tournament (July 22-23). 

Adults are an important part of the 

Shangri-La fun, too. At The Anchor, we 

offer free Beginners Pickleball every Mon-

day night at 7:30 and adult group Pickleball 

Drills/Play every Tuesday morning at 9:00, 

as well as designated Men’s, Women’s, and 

Co-Ed tennis and pickleball play days. We’ll 

have Round-Robin Pickleball Tournaments 

every Saturday morning at 9:00 and a spe-

cial Co-ed Pickleball Mixer Saturday, July 

24 at 7:30. It’s almost to the point you 

need a special calendar to keep track of 

the fun schedule at The Anchor alone! 

On the golf course, the Shangri-La 

Women’s Golf Association hosted another 

great Shangri-La Tee Da Golf Tournament 
in June; and their annual Eclectic Tourna-

ment is coming up July 26 and August 2. 

The Men’s Golf Association Breakfast Club 

will be on the course July 17; and the Fri-

day night “Yellow Rabbit Run” horse race 

fun is every Friday at 5:00.   

The 2021 Shangri-La Club Champion-

ship Tournament is scheduled for July 24-

25. The Shangri-La Invitational features 

some of the region’s top players August 1-

2.  

THERE’S ALWAYS A LOT HAPPENING 

AT SHANGRI-LA! 

In addition to the fabulous gaming 

opportunities at The Anchor, the new 

children’s playground at the resort hotel is 

now open for the little ones, in addition to 

the Splash Pad fun at our resort pool. 

At Doc’s Bar & Grill, the weekly 

Thursday Night Shrimp Boil & Karaoke 

with Jason Morgan is always a popular 

event. Tuesday night is now “Craft Burgers 

& Booze” night at Doc’s featuring a variety 

of craft burgers, craft cocktails & beer – 

and at a great price: $10 for burger & fries. 

Wednesday night is Hooray Grill Steak 

Cookout Night on the patio at Doc’s. The 

All-You-Can-Eat Rib Night on Fridays also 

spotlights some of the area’s greatest live 

entertainment. 

Friday night entertainers at Doc’s this 

month include Franklin Birt, Jacob Dement, 

Cory Lee, Mark Gibson, and Nick Whitaker. 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is open for the 

season, as well, Friday-Sunday, with talent-

ed DJs on Friday nights and the best bands 

in the region each Saturday night. July’s 

band line-up at Eddy’s includes Hypnotick, 

5th Element, and Torn all on 4th of July week-

end, followed by Whiskey Poet Society, Brett 
& Terri, After Party, and the return of Torn 

on the following Saturday nights this 

month. We will also feature a special per-

formance by Travis Kidd at The Anchor 

Saturday night, July 3 (7:00-10:00). 

AT SHANGRI-LA, THERE’S SOME-

THING FOR EVERYONE! 

Boat and personal watercraft rentals, 

yacht charters, and parasailing are all availa-

ble at Sail Grand at Shangri-La Marina. For 

reservations and information, call Sail 

Grand at 918-257-6000 or make advance 

reservations online at www.sailgrand.com.  

Food and drink are certainly no prob-

lem. There’s Eddy’s Lakeside Bar, Doc’s 

Bar & Grill, The Monkey Grind, the Pool 

Bar, the Summit Restaurant, Buffalo Bar, 

the Turn House, The Anchor Sports Bar, 

and now – The Galley at The Anchor. If 

we don’t have you covered at one of those 

nine venues…maybe we’ll catch you with 
one of our beverage carts on the golf 

course. 

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA  

COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the community for their families.  In our 

newest residential development, The Ridge 

at Shangri-La, thirty-five new homes and 

lots have been sold! We have a new fur-

nished model home available for touring. 

Only three home sites are available in this 

incredible neighborhood.   

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact Lane 

Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La 

Realty to view our current inventory or 

design a new home! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S  

FREE MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. 

Our team is working hard every day 

to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always 

better than it was the day before. Thank 

you for your support, your patronage, and 

your friendship. 

Your memories are our mission.  

http://www.sailgrand.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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Monday, July 5 from 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

For the holiday weekend, we have three nights of great bands at Eddy’s – 

Hypnotik Friday night, 5th Element Saturday, and Torn Sunday. Of course, we 

also have the fabulous Monkey Island Fireworks at Shangri-La Saturday night, 

July 3. The live entertainment at Eddy’s for the rest of the month is fantastic, 

too. This year, we have added Friday night fun with some of the area’s top 

DJs. Saturday nights, we’ll continue with live music from the area’s most pop-

ular bands. The June line-up includes Whiskey Poet Society (July 10), Brett & 

Terri (July 17), After Party (July 24), and Torn (July 31).  

GREAT MENU AT THE SUMMIT –  

AND OH, THOSE SEAFOOD SPECIALS! 

The Summit Restaurant is now open for lunch service seven days a 

week, and for dinner service Thursday through Sunday (open to the public 

for Sunday night dinner service).  

If you haven’t tried it in the last few weeks, I think you’re going to love 

Chef Matt’s awesome new menu at The Summit. We are also having a great 

time planning our weekly flown-in-fresh seafood specials from our friends at 

Honolulu Fish Company. I can tell you how great it is to hear so many com-

pliments from those who take advantage of our weekly specials. We’re having 

a blast with it! 
COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FUN! 

If you haven’t added up your Shangri-La dining & drinking options lately, 

we now have nine different venues with a variety of choices to fit every 

mood. With the Monkey Grind, Doc’s, The Pool Bar, Eddy’s, The Summit, 

Buffalo Bar, Turn House, The Anchor Sports Bar, and now The Galley, we 

truly have something for everyone. On top of that, our catering & banquet 

departments are busy with special dinners, receptions, banquets, conventions, 

weddings, receptions, special celebrations, and corporate events.  

We appreciate your including us as your go-to source for food, beverag-

es, live entertainment – and fun! We’ll keep it coming your way. In the mean-

time… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Executive Chef Michael Bujold: “Cheers to another  

new dining venue at Shangri-La!” 

It’s been more than three months since we opened a 

new dining venue at Shangri-La (The Monkey Grind), so 

we decided it’s time to do it again. The Galley at the An-

chor is now open for limited food service seven days a 

week. It’s the perfect complement to the fabulous Sports 

Bar at The Anchor, serving a variety of hot dogs, specialty 

flat breads, and some additional fun menu items ranging in 

price from $4 to $14. Food service at The Galley is availa-

ble from 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 11:00 

a.m.-10:00 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.  

With the availability of Doc’s, The Summit, and Ed-

dy’s, we have a variety of full-menu options for every 

mood. The Galley is not the place for a sit-down dinner, 

but we think our fun menu is a great match for the fun 

times at The Anchor. 

LOTS OF FUN SPECIATY NIGHTS AT DOC’S! 

In addition to our new expanded menu at Doc’s, we 

also have some really fun “special” nights. Tuesday nights, 

we’re having fun with our Craft Burgers & Booze nights.  

Wednesday night Hooray Grill Steak Cookouts have been 
great fun in a unique atmosphere; and of course everyone 

loves the Thursday Night Shrimp Boil on the Doc’s Patio 

with Karaoke fun hosted by Jason Morgan. The Friday night 

All-You-Can-Eat Rib special is a great hit with folks from 

all around the lake. Live entertainment every Friday night 

just adds to the weekend kick-off atmosphere. 

The July Friday night entertainment line-up at Doc’s 

includes Franklin Birt (July 2), Jacob Dement (July 9), Cory Lee 

(July 16), Mark Gibson (July 23), and Nick Whitaker (July 30). 

We also have a special live entertainment night at The 

Anchor Saturday night, July 3 featuring Travis Kidd. 

EDDY’S IS OPEN, TOO! 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is open at 4:00 p.m. on Fridays 

and 11:00 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays. We won’t close 

until way late Friday & Saturday and 8:00 p.m. Sunday. For 

the 4th of July holiday weekend, we’ll be open late Sunday 

night with live entertainment, as well – and we’ll be open 

Former Broadway performer and dedicated Shangri-La member  

Ron Young (right) was joined by a host of friends last month  

including Shangri-LaPresident & CEO Barry Willingham  

and his wife Laura in celebration of Ron’s 80th birthday. 
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Summer officially arrived on Grand Lake about a week-and-a-

half ago, but business at Shangri-La Marina has been at summer vol-

ume for several weeks. Our new fuel dispensing system has enabled 

us to get boats in and out of the fuel slips much more quickly and 

much more efficiently. The diesel fueling system is significantly faster 

than in the past.  

In addition to fuel docks for both gasoline and diesel boats of all 

sizes, we also have convenient docking stations especially for person-

al watercraft. They provide a solid foundation for fueling without 

risking damage to personal watercraft caused by drifting into the 

docks. We also offer pump-out services and offer a great supply of 

boating accessories.  

We have a great crew of helpful, hardworking dock hands to 

take care of all your needs. This bunch works long, hard hours in the 

summer heat to make sure you have fun. If you’re treated well, tip 

well. We appreciate the dedication of our reliable, responsive, 

knowledgeable crew – and we hope you do, as well! 

For your convenience, Shangri-La Marina is open seven days a 

week from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. We will, of course, have extend-

ed hours of operation on 4th of July weekend.   
THE SHIP STORE IS FULLY STOCKED! 

Our ship store offers far more than the traditional boating sup-

plies. Yes, we have fuel, oil, dock lines, fenders, life jackets, and air 

pumps for those inflatable water toys – but there is so much more.  

For ladies who like hoodies, we have a great selection of light-

weight women’s hoodies, as well as the regular style hoodies. We 

have a tremendous selection of really fun souvenir tee shirts as well 

as long sleeved shirts, traditional hoodies for those cool nights, and 

all-weather gear for boating in those unexpected showers. 

We have swimsuits for men, women, and children, along with 

lake appropriate footwear – flip flops, water shoes, and really neat 

new Drivers, along with a huge selection of caps, hats, and visors. 

For boaters who spend long days on the water, we also have long-

sleeve sunscreen T-Shirts with a built in RPF 50+ protection from 

the sun.  

Ice, beer, snacks and soft drinks are available in the Ship Store 

including all your favorite ice cream treats; and a great supply of 

items you might not have realized you needed until you arrived at 

the lake. The Epoch, Solaray, and Maui Jim sunglass cases are full; and 

we have chargers, USB cables and other accessories that are so im-

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Shangri-La Marina Manager Mitch Whitehead 

portant in this age of social media and constant communication. 

If you haven’t been to the Ship Store lately, check out the great 

souvenir items including some very popular logoed Yeti Tum-

blers. 

EDDY’S LAKESIDE BAR IS ROCKIN’ 

We’re kicking off the month of July at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

with great food, fun, friends – and lots of live entertainment. 

We kick of a HUGE 4th of July holiday weekend with live music 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights – and the fantastic Monkey 

Island Fireworks show Saturday night, July 3. Holiday weekend 

entertainment includes Hypnotik (July 2), 5th Element (July 3), and 

Torn (July 4). Eddy’s will also be open Monday, July 5.  

The entertainment line-up is great for the rest of the 

month, too – DJ Matt (July 9), Whiskey Poet Society (July 10), DJ 

Max (July 16), Brett & Terri (July 17), DJ C-Dub (July 23), After 

Party (July 24), DJ Kennedy (July 30) and the return of Torn (July 

31).  

There is also live entertainment every Friday night at 

Doc’s Bar & Grill at our resort hotel. 

By the way, the July 3 Monkey Island Fireworks at Shangri-
La will be visible by boat or by land – and, of course, from Ed-

dy’s Lakeside Bar. 

Eddy’s is open from 4:00 p.m. on Fridays, 11:00 a.m. on 

Saturdays, and from 11:00-8:00 on Sundays (with extended 

Sunday hours – and Monday service on 4th of July weekend).  

BOAT & PWC RENTALS, YACHT CHARTERS AND PARA-

SAILING  

If you’re planning to spend some time on the water, but 

you don’t own your own boat, Sail Grand at Shangri-La Marina 

offers rental of pontoons, tritoons, bowriders, a bass boat, and 

personal watercraft. We also have new Chaparral bow-rider ski 

boats available – both 21-footers and 23-footers. Yacht char-

ters are also available, as well as the only parasailing adventures 

in the entire State of Oklahoma.  

Demand is extraordinarily high already this year, so plan 

your reservations as soon as you have plans. Advance reserva-

tions are available online for boat rentals at www.sailgrand.com 

– or by telephone at 918-257-6000. 

Our marina team is here to serve you seven days a week, 

and we’re always happy to see you. 

 

You know the marina has been busy when the stripes  

are worn off of the parking lot! It’s re-striped now.  

http://www.sailgrand.com
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Gabby Wallace, Marketing and Communications Coordi-

nator for The Anchor Activity Park. She’s back home! 

What could be better than kicking off your 

career in a dream environment of fun and beauty 

in the newly improved area where you grew up? 

Meet Gabby Wallace, Marketing and Communica-

tions Coordinator for The Anchor Activity Park at 

Shangri-La. 

A native of Grove and a GHS graduate, Gab-

by received her Communications Degree from the 

University of Arkansas. 

“Now, I’m back in my environment at the lake 

in a job I love,” Gabby says. “Work is work; but 

it’s definitely more enjoyable when it’s in an envi-

ronment like this!” 

For a 23-year-old, her historic knowledge of 

Shangri-La is nothing short of stunning. 

“My Dad was a member at the old Shangri-La 

Resort,” she recalls. “I spent a lot of time at the 

old recreation center, playing tennis, bowling, and 

playing games.” 

Now, she is an integral part of promoting the 
newest innovation at Shangri-La, joining a leader-

ship team that ironically includes her high school 

tennis coach, Racquet Club Director Todd Kerr. 

“I grew up here, so I see the incredible differ-

ence between the amenities available for Grove 

kids, lake kids, and adults, as well,” Gabby offers. 

“The Anchor is absolutely incredible! It’s our own 

mini-Disneyworld. Kids in the arcade are scream-

ing with excitement about the games while adults 

in the sports bar are screaming about the sporting 

events they’re watching on the gigantic video 

walls.” 

Landing in her current position was almost 

fate. She ran a beverage cart on the golf course 

Staff Spotlight: Gabby Wallace 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

last summer and, when she graduated, a co-worker who was working in the 

golf shop last year told her about The Anchor.  

“I was fortunate to run into the right people at the right time, and 

things just fell into place,” she says. “I love the job. I’m very people oriented. 

I like watching to see how people interact and how media affects them. In 

today’s world, it’s even more impactful with all the social media, 24-hour 

news, emails, website, and online services.” 

She’s the right person in the right place, too, she focuses her attention 

on a wide array of communications, ranging from helping to make sure cus-

tomers have everything they need to helping to plan events; from develop-

ing promotions and advertising programs for The Anchor to managing an 

array of social media accounts – Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and in house 

communications with members and the general public. 

“With The Anchor being open to the public, it’s a great opportunity 

for people in this area, but we’re working hard to spread the word. If peo-

ple don’t know about it, there’s still no access, right? My job is to help 

spread the word. It’s a wonderful place to enjoy a fun environment – 

whether you’re a member, a guest at the hotel, or you just want a wonder-

ful place by the water to entertain the kids or just enjoy a beer and watch a 

game after golf.” 
Gabby loves the interaction with the public; and she personally enjoys 

the variety of entertainment at The Anchor in addition to her love of boat-

ing, wakeboarding, tubing and walking the Monkey Island Trail. She lives in 

Grove with her two dogs. 

So how about that name? Gabby? On her birth certificate, it says 

“Gabrielle,” but her Dad nick-named her “Gabby” because “I was always 

sassy and had something to say about everything,” she confesses. Her Mom 

gave her a different moniker – “Saucy ‘Mater.” They all fit. She’s perfect for 

her role. 

“I’m back home,” she says. “This is the perfect place to utilize my com-

munications & marketing skills while still being able to live at the lake. It’s 

the best of both worlds.” 

We are grateful to all the generous donors who contributed to help fund the fabu-

lous Monkey Island Fireworks at Shangri-La on July 3. The Grand River Dam Au-

thority was especially generous. GRDA Police Community Relations Officer Ed Fer-

guson is pictured presenting a $3,000 fireworks donation to Shangri-La Director of 

Sales Dana Able and Monkey Island Fireworks Committee Member Doug Smith. 

(not pictured are committee members Peggy Howard-Burgess and Mike Williams) 
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(Top ) Visitors from France? No. It’s SLWGA’s Judi Barber and Kay Hansen  

at The Coves Classic 2021 – Around the World in 18 Holes.  (Bottom )  

Senior PGA Championship Marshals Candy Couch and Liz Paden with  

Joe Wilburn. Contact Joe for information about volunteering as a  

Marshal for the 2022 PGA Championship at Southern Hills next year. 

HOT ENOUGH FOR YOU?  This has been a 

familiar phrase around the golf course these 

days.  However, the SLWGA ladies have been busy 

because this is tournament season.   

We ended the month of May by being Marshals 

for the KITCHENAID SENIOR PGA CHAMPION-

SHIP held at Southern Hills Country Club in Tul-

sa.  Shangri-La sponsored and was responsible for 

working as marshals for hole number #7.  Candy 

Brasel served as captain from the SLWGA League 

Marshals’ Team. Peggy Blair, Candy Couch, Liz 

Paden, Vicki Graper, Robin Purdie & Susan Kraft 

were marshals for this exciting tournament and I 

think we all had a great time; but we also realized 

what a giant effort it is to host a major event such as 

this.  Shangri-la will be sponsoring Hole #7 for the 

up-coming 2022 PGA Championship at Southern 

Hills, too. If anyone is interested in learning more 

about volunteers needed to work at this event, 

please contact Joe Wilburn for more infor-
mation.  918-625-1507. 

The 2021 Green Country Interclub Season 

kicked off with Owasso Golf and Athletic 

Club.  Four teams of two players competed in our 

first game of the season.  It was a soggy, but fun 

day.  Our next competition was at Adams Golf Club 

in Bartlesville.  Final results wll be posted at the end 

of the 2021 season.   

The “SHANGRI-LA TEE DA INVITATIONAL 

TOURNAMENT” was held June 9-10.  It was a blis-

tering hot day for a practice round followed by a 

Horse Race.  Everyone was ready to cool down at 

the Resort Hotel for a welcome party. The next 

day, 2-person teams competed in a Best Ball for-

mat.  It was a fun two-day event and we hosted la-

dies from all over Oklahoma.  We even had a guest 

from Arizona. The Anchor was a great place to hang 

out after a hot day on the links.  This is a popular 

tournament, and many learned to sign up right away 

as the field was filled in less than a week.  So, next 

year be ready to get your entries in as soon as possi-

ble.   

AROUND THE WORLD IN 18 HOLES, the 

2021 Coves Classic Ladies Invitational was held at 

the Coves Golf Country Club.  We had two local 

celebrities from Paris, France join us. Judi Barber & 

Kay Hansen are always ready to dress up and have 

fun.  It was another hot day but teams Peggy Blair & 

Candy Raudenbach  and Jan Castelli & Peggy Howard

-Burgess managed to win 3rd place in their Flights. 

Way to go   Ladies! 

As you can see there have been lots of oppor-

tunities to play golf at our beautiful Shangri-La and 

also other area golf courses. Hope everyone is hav-

ing a good time this golfing season. 

SAVE THE DATE; 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S  83RD TRI-STATE CHAMPI-

ONSHIP will be held July 18-20 at The Coves Golf 

Club, 32922 Pebble Beach, Afton, OK. Registration 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 

deadline is July 12. For more information, call Marilyn Wilson (918-256-0511 

or 918-260-7842. You may also email mwilson@clsupplyinc.com. 

ECLECTIC TOURNAMENT: DAY 1 - JULY 26. DAY 2 AUGUST 2. Lunch 

following play on day 2.  Chairpersons:  Barbara Patrick & Candy Couch. We 

look forward to having a great 2-day tournament. Sign up on SLWGA.com. 

This has been a difficult year for many.  Please celebrate our nation's 

recovery and rebuilding.  May freedom ring in the hearts of every Ameri-

can.  Be safe and have a happy Fourth of July.   Enjoy the Monkey Island Fire-

works at Shangri-La Saturday, July 3. 

mailto:mwilson@clsupplyinc.com
http://slwga.com/
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Member Profile: Toby Keith & Tricia 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Toby Keith and Tricia: When there’s no concert,  

they’re living the Grand Life! 

Every music fan is familiar with the unparalleled 

achievements of Toby Keith in the entertainment industry 

– 20 number one hits, another 21 Top Ten hits out of 61 

singles on Billboard’s Hot Country Songs charts, 19 stu-

dio albums, 2 Christmas albums, and 5 compilation al-

bums over the span of his career – including his very first 

hit song, “Should’ve Been a Cowboy” which was the most 

played country song of the 1990s. He has sold more than 

40 million albums worldwide. 

What you may not know is that he is a lifelong Okla-

homan, born in Clinton, raised in Moore, now with 

homes in Norman and on Grand Lake’s Monkey Island. 

He and his wife Tricia divide their time between their 

two Oklahoma homes and another in Cabo San Lucas. 

“Trish came to the lake to help a friend of ours, 

Debbie McCurdy, work on her house – and we really 

liked the area. She said, ‘if I can find a place with six bed-

rooms so we can accommodate all the kids and grand-

kids, we’d like to be here.’ So, that didn’t take long. 

We’ve been here three years in August,” Toby says. 
“We wanted a place here primarily for our kids,” 

Tricia adds. “Toby and I go to Cabo quite a bit, but the 

kids can’t always work their schedules to be gone that 

long. Grand Lake is a great place for them to be able to 

just pop up and go back home when they need to.” 

With concerts on hold for almost all of 2020 and the 

first quarter of 2021, Toby and Tricia have had a lot of 

“together time.” They spent the first seven weeks of the 

pandemic period in Cabo, and have spent most of their 

time at their Monkey Island home since May 1, 2020.” 

“I’ve been back and forth to the Moore-Norman 

area quite a bit because I can’t stand being away from the 

grandkids very long,” Tricia laughs, “but Toby has been here most of the 

time.” 

“I really like it here,” Toby adds. “Shangri-La and Monkey Island are 

a great fit. I only have to get in my truck now and then to go to Grove. 

Other than that, I can get everywhere I want to go either by golf cart of 

by boat.” 

With COVID-19 on the run and restrictions being lifted, Toby has 

recommitted to the live performance arena. He has already done several 

shows this year, and has aggressively expanded his “Country Comes to 

Town Tour” through October. The 2021 tour is primarily in the North-

east and Midwest, but he has already done a show in Arizona, and has 

others planned for Oregon, Nevada, and Louisiana. The July-October 

schedule includes 21 performances in 19 states. He has one final show of 

the year on December 3 on Florida’s Gulf Coast. The closest tour stops 

to Grand Lake are Jonesboro, Arkansas (August 14) and Wichita, Kansas 

(October 15) – but, between shows, “It’s back to Grand Lake!” 

By way of background, music wasn’t always the career direction for 

Toby Keith. The potential of lucrative opportunities in the oilfield sent 

him to work in that arena. He started as a derrick hand, eventually 

working his way up to Operations Manager. 
While still working in the oilfield, he had extended his lifelong love 

of music by forming The Easy Money Band. He also discovered another 

lifelong love when he met Tricia Lucas at an Oklahoma City night club.  

“I was 19 and he was 20,” Tricia recalls. They began dating shortly 

thereafter. Three years later, they were married. 

In the meantime, the early oil bust of the 1980s had hit. Like so 

many in the Oklahoma oil & gas industry, Toby lost his job in 1982. He 

picked up the slack by falling back on his football skills. He had played 

high school ball at Moore High School; and he signed up as a defensive 

end with the semi-pro Oklahoma City Drillers, an unofficial farm club for 

the USFL's Oklahoma Outlaws.  

While Toby was playing football, the Easy Money Band continued 

playing gigs for $35 a night. By 1984, they finally began to build a follow-

ing in Oklahoma and Texas. Toby and Tricia were married that year, 

too, March 24, 1984. They have three children – daughters Shelley and 

Krystal, and a son, Stelen. They are now also blessed with three grand-

daughters and two grandsons.  

Times were tough on the home front for Toby and Tricia in the 

mid-80s, though. Tricia was juggling raising a family while the creditors 

hounded them. 

“He’d say, ‘Trish, one of these days, my time is coming. Hang in 

there,’” Tricia recalls. 

“Dozens of people told Tricia, ‘You need to go tell your old man to 

get a real job,’” Toby says. “It took a strong-hearted and loving woman 

to say, ‘He’s good enough at music that I’ve got to let him try. And it’ll 

be a great shot for both of us if he can make it work.’” 

In 1993, it worked. When his debut single, “Should’ve Been a Cow-

boy,” hit country radio, it was an instant hit, skyrocketing to #1. Ulti-

mately, it became the most played country song of the entire decade. 

The rest is history. 

The path to stardom had been anything but easy. Toby had set a 

personal goal of achieving success in the music industry by age 30, or he 

was going to give up the effort. He frequented the Nashville circles, 

working to try to make it as a solo artist. He played any gig he could get 

at night and spent his days performing in the streets and handing out 

copies of his demo tape to strangers. Frustrated, he came home to Ok-

lahoma. 

As fate would have it, though, a bizarre thing happened. A friend 

and fan worked as a flight attendant. Toby had given her a copy of his 

demo tape, and never gave it another thought. As it turned out, the flight 
attendant happened to make the acquaintance of a high-level executive 

Continued on page 8…  



Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La Team for 

breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping Products. Ryan (left) is 

pictured here with Regional Pin Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are 

looking for new sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fit-

ting. With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month with 2 

bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job Ryan! 
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(Top) We wrapped up the June activities opportunities for young-

sters with a three-day Youth Pickleball Camp at The Anchor Activity 

Park. 
(Bottom) PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch provides the “basics 

of putting” to 65 youngsters in attendance at the 2021 Junior 

Players Academy last month. 

Continued from page 7…  

from Mercury Records. After hearing the demo, the record 

exec immediately flew out to Oklahoma to see Toby perform. He 

was signed to a contract right after the show. He was 29-years old, 

just a few months ahead of that 30-year-old-give-up-the-music-

business self-imposed deadline.  

It’s not just music in Toby Keith’s life, though. His business 

acumen has resulted in an impressive impact, as well. There’s the 

chain of “I Love This Bar” restaurants (named for another of his 

hits), Wild Shot Mezcal liquor, a stable of thoroughbred race hors-

es with a complete training center in Pauls Valley, Oklahoma, and 

ownership in both the #ilovethiscourse Belmar Country Club in 

Moore, and Showdog Records, his own record label which has had 

several acts including Trace Adkins and Toby’s daughter Krystal, all 

on the heels of an endorsement deal with Ford Motor Company. 

He was also an investor in Big Machine - a record label that is 

home to Taylor Swift, Rascal Flatts, and Tim McGraw. That com-

pany sold two years ago. 

Toby and Tricia are both active in real estate development, 

mostly commercial ventures such as shopping centers and apart-

ment complexes, and Tricia is the founder of the popular women’s 
golf clothing line Swing Dish, available at hundreds of country clubs 

(including Shangri-La) as well as Dick’s Sporting Goods, Golf Gal-

axy, and all military outlets, to mention a few, and online at 

www.swingdish.com.  

 “My daughter Shelley helps with the design work and Krystal 

helps out on the business end. During the pandemic, we switched 

a lot of our manufacturing efforts to making masks when FEMA 

asked for our help,” she adds. 

It isn’t all about business, either. Toby and Tricia’s generosity 

is as legendary as the music and business success. Their commit-

ment to the Toby Keith Foundation focuses on encouraging the 

health and happiness of pediatric cancer patients. The Foundation 

has been helping children with cancer since 2006. In 2014, they 

expanded their efforts with the opening of the OK Kids Korral to 

provide additional support, not only to children receiving treat-

ment, but their families, as well.  

“Getting the right care sometimes means cancer patients have 

to travel away from home, often to a cancer treatment facility in 

another city,” Tricia explains. “Naturally, that puts a financial and 

emotional toll on the families, not to mention the physical toll it 

takes on their child.  

“OK Kids Korral helps make life a little easier for children 

with cancer by providing a safe, convenient, and hopeful place for 

families to connect with each other and focus on the well-being of 

their child, with both daytime and overnight facilities. OK Kids 

Korral is a cost-free, convenient and comfortable home for pediat-

ric cancer patients receiving treatment at The Children’s Hospital 

at OU Medical Center, Stephenson Cancer Center and other 

nearby facilities in Oklahoma City,” she explains. 

In addition to home life amenities like private suites, a gour-

met kitch, indoor-outdoor dining areas and a laundromat, the OK 

Kids Korral includes a movie theater, game room, teen area, in-

door and outdoor play areas – even a neutropenic wing for chil-

dren with weakened immune systems.  

“There is no greater gift than keeping families strong and 

together during difficult time,” Toby says. “If we can alleviate 

stress on a family, encourage a brother or sister. and comfort a 

sick child, then we will make a difference in the fight against can-

cer. I am so grateful to our many supporters who have stepped up 

to help us with this important mission.” 
Step up, indeed. Their biggest fundraising event of the year is 

an annual dinner, auction, and golf tournament. This year’s event 

was held just last month, and raised an all-time record of financial 

support from a single event – an incredible $1.4 million! 

Toby and Tricia are both avid golfers and boaters. They 

joined Shangri-La Golf Club when they first purchased their 

lake home and keep their two boats at nearby Shangri-La 

Marina.  

Toby is an avid sports fan, as well – especially University 

of Oklahoma athletics. Ironically, his first big hit, “Should’ve 

Been a Cowboy,” is undoubtedly the most-played song for 

Oklahoma State University fans. 

Tricia confesses that her #1 hobby is their grandchil-

dren. The proximity of their home adjacent to the growing 

number of amenities at Shangri-La Resort has been a big 

family plus. 

“Shangri-La has done a fabulous job with the golf 

course, the hotel, the pool,” she says, “and now The Anchor 

Activity Park! It’s just a great place with a lot of options. 

We’ve made a lot of friends.” 

Sometimes, though, you don’t need all those options. 

“Sometimes,” Toby points out… “I just go fishin’.” 

Grand Lake’s Monkey Island has turned out to be a 
great retreat for one of the world’s most visible couples.    

http://www.swingdish.com


Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

While I want to emphasize that The Anchor is a 

place to BRING your children and grandchildren, rather 

than a place to simply DROP THEM OFF, there have 

been some exceptions. We had wonderful and successful 

Youth Tennis & Pickleball Camps thanks to all the partici-

pating staff, members, and kids that joined in! Lessons, 

drills, & play times in Tennis/Pickleball for all ages are 

available for scheduling. Ror more information please 

contact Racquet Club Director Todd Kerr at 

Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com.   

Our Shangri-La Sports Camp Roster is looking pret-

ty full, with that to soon be taking off every Wednesday 

in July, and Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday during the 

LAST week of July. The Anchor will be hosting its First 3 

vs. 3 Basketball Tournament Friday and Saturday July 23-

24th. That even is open to the public, so keep your eye 

out and stay tuned for more details on that! PGA Direc-

tor of Golf Rob Yanovitch and his team will be hosting 

his Junior Skills Camp (July 19-21) capped with the Junior 

Club Championship Tournament (July 22-23.) 
Our Commitment to You 

 While we are placing maximum effort towards the 

operation, amenities, events, camps, and clinics at The 

Anchor, we know we will not always hit the mark. How-

ever, our goal is to enhance membership value and gen-

erate fun for everyone who visits. We can only accom-

plish this if we communicate with each other. In short, 

we want to know your opinions about our performance.  

Your feedback is not only welcome, it is essential 

for us to accomplish our goals – which all center around 

your experience. Feel free to share your thoughts or 

suggestions directly with me at any time regarding any 

aspect of our operation. While it may not be possible to 

implement every suggestion, I can assure you every sug-

gestion will be read and considered thoroughly. Please 

contact me at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com . Thanks. I’ll 

see you soon at The Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

Things have been moving a thousand miles per hour at The Anchor 

Activity Park since we opened last month; and boy has it been a blast! 

We are now fully open, adding finishing touches, and making necessary 

adjustments to serve and provide a fun safe environment for everybody 

to enjoy, while being excited every day to see more new faces coming in 

to see us!  

Grand Opening and Dedication ceremony 

Right on the heels of our July 2 Grand Opening Festivities, the 

Fourth of July weekend is on us. We couldn’t welcome all our new won-

derful guests without a proper grand opening and a big holiday celebra-

tion, could we? We look forward to starting off the holiday weekend 

with a booming ceremony!  

It’s a full weekend, too! Friday July 2nd is The Anchor’s First Annual 

Cornhole Tournament kicking off at 7:00 p.m. Open to the public with 

all ages welcome, teams will consist of two players. There is an entry fee 

of $25 per person cash only. The entry fee includes a redeemable drink 

voucher, and the winner will receive a CASH prize along with a one-of-a

-kind photo opportunity. SIGN UPS ARE STILL OPEN. For more info in 

regards to the cornhole tournament you can check out The Anchor 

Facebook page, Instagram, call us at 918-257-4202, email 
Chase.Kreutz@shangrilaok.com or Gabby.Wallace@shangrilaok.com. 

Worked up an appetite playing too hard? No Worries!  

“The Galley,” our snack bar kitchen at The Anchor is now officially 

OPEN with many different yummy options from which to choose.  Fea-

tured items include a variety of gourmet hot dogs such as the All Ameri-

can Dog, The Masters Dog and The Bad Boy. We have options to mix 

up your dog breeds that are available at request such as a turkey or 

veggie friendly dogs, if preferred. We also offer hot and fresh Flat Breads 

with a collection of varieties to your liking. You might order a classic 

Pepperoni Flat Bread or even try out The Okie Dokie, if you’re feeling 

up to stepping outside of the traditional box. The snack bar also offers a 

variety of salads and many Fun Foods such as the Bavarian Pretzel or 

even our popular Tower of Power onion rings. The kitchen is open Sun-

day- Thursday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., and 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday.  

Kids & Upcoming Events 

The new USS Oklahoma Memorial at Shangri-La stands proudly in front of the 

Activity Park whose name it inspired: The Anchor! 

Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

mailto:Todd.Kerr@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Chase.Kreutz@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Gabby.Wallace@shangrilaok.com
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Junior Players Coaches Katelin Threet and Riley Riddle won the hearts of 

their Junior Players 

(Top) Congratulations to Jude Reed on his first ever birdie 

carded June 16, 2021 at Junior Play Day on #3 Champions at 

Shangri-La. First of many! Great job, Jude! 

 

 
(Left) Assistant Golf Professional Bradley Jumper and “C’Mon 

Decker”  kept the fun point during the Junior Players Academy. 

 
(Bottom) Shangri-La PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch 

awards the 2021 Junior Players Academy Sportsmanship 

Awards to Alaina Schoppa and Gabe Callison . The award is 

given to the players who best demonstrate leadership,  
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Our Saturday Cookouts at the club house have become a popular 

breakfast and lunch stop. Chef Matt Hensley is shown manning the 

breakfast shift on the Hooray Grill. 

(Top) Carol Cable worked as a walking 

scorer at the Senor PGA Championship at 

Tulsa’s Southern Hills in June. 

 
(Left) Members Todd & Erin Gayer will be 

featured in the upcoming Shangri-La  

Promo Video. Thanks for the assist guys! 

 
(Bottom Right) Shangri-La Tee Da 2021 

Chairs Liz Paden and Ann Turner. 

 
(Bottom Left) SLWGA teammates Jan 

Castelli and Peggy Howard-Burgess took 
third place in their flight at the Coves Clas-

sic 2021 tournament. 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-8:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Open to Members and Resort Guests 

Monday-Wednesday 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Sunday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Open to the Public Sunday Evenings 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Daily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

 

Page 10 The Horizon: July 2021 

Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
4:00-close Friday 

11:00-close Saturday 

11:00-8:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday 

9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Saturday 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 
 

 

Shangri-La PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch awards the 2021 Junior Players Academy Sportsmanship Awards 

to Alaina Schoppa and Gabe Callison . The award is given to the players who best demonstrate leadership, 

cooperation, and a willingness to learn. 


