
 

The Anchor Activity Park is OPENING, 
Memorial Day is Behind Us – It’s Time to 

Raise Money for Monkey Island Fireworks! 
 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

leagues forming right now. For 

additional information or to sign 

up, please contact our Racquet 

Club Director Todd Kerr at 

todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com We 

have youth pickleball and tennis 

camps this month for the young-

sters, but we haven’t forgotten 

the adults. Pickleball clinics are 

being held weekly and private 

lessons are available, as well. 

Check the schedule or contact 

Todd Kerr. 

In addition to golf instruc-

tion offered by our staff at the 

club house, Ryan Dalton is also 

on hand for lessons and/or club 

fitting at The Anchor. He’ll be 

manning the Trackman Golf 

Simulator which allows you to 

fabulous food center, the area’s 

ultimate indoor/outdoor bar 

area with an entirely new selec-

tion of craft cocktails, and unbe-

lievable video walls for your 

favorite sporting event, and 

perfection is at hand. And that’s 

just indoors. Outside, there’s 

pickleball, tennis, basketball, 

sand volleyball, a huge special 

event lawn and, of course, the 

much talked about mini-Fenway 

WIFFLE Ball park – and two 

awesome fire pits, one over-

looking the tennis and pickleball 

courts, and one overlooking the 

beautiful water feature that 

flows beneath the year-round 

outdoor bar area. 

If you are interested in 
tennis or pickleball, we have 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

I can’t remember any time 

during my tenure at Shangri-La 

that there has been so much ex-

citement and enthusiasm among 

both members and our staff as was 

apparent at the special Members’ 

Open House event showing off 

The Anchor, our new indoor/

outdoor activity park at Shangri-

La. In the next few days, that awe-

some $12 million facility will be 

open to our members and the 

general public seven days a week, 

year-round. 

The golf simulators, shooting 

simulators, driving and flight simu-

lators, and virtual reality rooms 

would make an awesome recrea-

tional center on their own. Add 

the arcade games, pop-a-shot bas-
ketball, pool, ping-pong, darts, a 

Continued on page 2…  
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practice your game and sharpen your skills 

on a number of courses, including Shangri-

La’s twenty-seven Championship holes.   

The Anchor is an absolute game-

changer for year-round Grand Lake recrea-

tion. We couldn’t be more excited. 

MONKEY ISLAND FIREWORKS – 

PLEASE HELP! 

Speaking of excitement, we are just 

weeks away from another incredible Inde-

pendence Day Celebration at Shangri-La. 

Saturday, July 3 is the date for the 2021 

Monkey Island Fireworks. We will have an 

fantastic fireworks display, as well as flyovers 

from the fascinating WW II War Birds – and 

some other surprises, as well; but we need 

to raise the money, and time is slipping away. 

Please give generously to support this 

11th Annual Monkey Island Fireworks Dis-

play. We still need to raise approximately 
$35,000 – and the only way to reach that 

goal is with your help. Fundraising letters are 

already in the mail, asking for your help – but 

there is no need to wait for the mail. Make 

your contribution payable to “Monkey Island 

Fireworks” and mail it to 30397 South 567 

Road, Unit #63, Monkey Island, OK 74331. 

If you would prefer, we can add your 

fireworks donation to your monthly mem-

bership billing. Simply contact Katelin Threet 

in writing, notifying her of the amount you 

wish to add to your membership charge as a 

special donation to the Monkey Island Fire-

works. Contact her in writing via email at 

Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com. 

We are grateful to GRDA who has 

already stepped up the plate with a $3,000 

sponsorship – and members Gary & Becky 

Brock showed up early once again make the 

first donation of the year! Our special thanks 

to Monkey Island Fireworks Committee 

members Peggy Howard-Burgess, Doug 

Smith, and Mike Williams for all their hard 

work putting the organizational structure in 

place that is necessary for such a big event. 

I know you will give generously to help 

us celebrate this most important holiday of 

the year. That’s just who you are. We’re 

looking forward to a great show – but your 

support is critical to our efforts to make it 

happen in a big way! 

JUNE SPECIAL EVENTS 

The season is in high gear at Shangri-La 

– and we have some outstanding events this 

month. For the kids, there’s a Youth Tennis 

Camp for youngsters age 7-14 June 7-9 from 

9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. For the young golf 

enthusiasts, our annual Junior Players Acade-

my is scheduled for June 21-23. Young pick-

leball players aren’t forgotten, either. Our 
Youth Pickleball Camp will be held June 28-

30. 

The Shangri-La Women’s Golf Associa-

tion hosts the annual Shangri-La Tee Da Golf 

Continued from page 1…  

Tournament June 9-10 with a Wednesday 

Horse Race and an all-day Tournament on 

Thursday; and the Men’s Golf Association’s 

monthly MGA Breakfast Club Play Day is 

set for Saturday, June 12.   

THERE’S ALWAYS A LOT  

HAPPENING AT SHANGRI-LA! 

In addition to The Anchor Activity 

Park, the new children’s playground at the 

resort hotel, and the clinics, camps, play 

days and private lessons this month, there 

is always something for everyone every 

day at Shangri-La this month. 

At Doc’s Bar & Grill, the weekly 

Thursday Night Shrimp Boil & Karaoke 

with Jason Morgan is always a popular 

event. Tuesday night is now “Craft Burgers 

& Booze” night at Doc’s featuring a variety 

of craft burgers, craft cocktails & beer – 

and at a great price: $10 for burger & fries. 
Wednesday night is Hooray Grill Steak 

Cookout Night on the patio at Doc’s. 

What a great way to spend a midweek 

evening! The All-You-Can-Eat Rib Night on 

Fridays also spotlights some of the area’s 

greatest live entertainment.  

Friday night entertainers at Doc’s this 

month include some real crowd favorites: 

Laron Simpson, Clint Ingram, Scott Musick, 

and Jamey Hooper. 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is open for the 

season, as well, Friday-Sunday, with talent-

ed DJs on Friday nights and the best bands 

in the region each Saturday night. June’s 

band line-up at Eddy’s includes Whiskey 

Poet Society, Ronnie Pyle and the Drivers, 

Reverse Reaction, and The Lucas Gates Band. 

AT SHANGRI-LA, IT’S ALWAYS  

SOMETHING! 

Our fabulous medical spa is incredibly 

busy, as are the steam room, sauna, and 

fitness center. There’s the indoor pool, the 

awesome outdoor resort pool, the splash 

pad and playground for kids, tennis, pickle-

ball, sand volleyball, basketball, WIFFLE Ball 

and, of course, Shangri-La’s legendary Top 

Five 27-hole Championship Golf Course. 

Boat and personal watercraft rentals, 

yacht charters, and parasailing are all availa-

ble at Sail Grand at Shangri-La Marina. For 

reservations and information, call Sail 

Grand at 918-257-6000 or make advance 

reservations on line at www.sailgrand.com.  

Food and drink are certainly no prob-

lem. There’s Eddy’s Lakeside Bar, Doc’s 

Bar & Grill, The Monkey Grind, the Pool 

Bar, the Summit Restaurant, Buffalo Bar, 

and the Turn House. If we don’t have you 

covered at one of those seven venues…

maybe we’ll catch you with one of our 
beverage carts on the golf course. 

And NOW…add The Anchor – the 

region’s ultimate Activity Park and Sports 

Bar. It’s an exciting time to be at Shangri-

La Resort! 

THERE’S ONE THING  

WE CANNOT DO 

With all the things we can do at Shan-

gri-La, there is one thing we cannot do. 

We CANNOT pick up passengers or de-

liver passengers to private residences. We 

have one shuttle van at Shangri-La – and it 

has only two allowable purposes, bound by 

the parameters of our insurance: 1) Pick 

up members arriving by boat at Shangri-La 

Marina and provide them transportation to 

and from the club house; and 2) provide 

round-trip service to registered hotel 

guests to other businesses (not residences) 

on Monkey Island.  

That’s it. Our liability insurance does 

not allow the Shangri-La Shuttle to provide 

service to or from private residences. We 
cannot pick anyone up at a private resi-

dence – and we cannot deliver anyone to a 

private residence. I realize this may have 

been done in the past, but the changes in 

our commercial liability insurance plan 

have recently become very specific related 

to company vehicles and their specific 

use.  Shangri-La’s staff members always 

give their best effort to find a way to say 

yes to member’s requests, in an effort to 

exceed everyone’s expectations.  Please be 

considerate by not asking them for a favor 

or make an exception, which we must now 

be very strict about. I appreciate your 

support and understanding.  

WE NEED HELP! SPREAD THE WORD 

It seems like there’s a new amenity or 

a new venue almost every month at Shan-

gri-La; so we are always looking for talent-

ed crew members to join our team. If you 

know someone who would like to join a 

top-flight organization – part-time, season-

ally, or for a lifetime – please have them 

contact us or apply online at 

www.shangrilaok.com. We need employ-

ees in virtually every venue and job catego-

ry at Shangri-La. In the meantime, please 

be patient with those who are providing 

service, and know that they are struggling 

under immense pressure due to the staff 

shortage. We’re working hard to resolve 

the issue. 

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA  

COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the community for their families.  In our 

newest residential development, The Ridge 

at Shangri-La, thirty new homes and lots 
have been sold! We have one spec home 

under construction and we also have a 

new furnished model home available for 

Continued on page 10…  
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Doc’s all year long (in addition to the Friday & Saturday night live music at 

Eddy’s throughout the summer season. 

NEW MENU, NEW SPECIAL AT THE SUMMIT, TOO! 

The Summit Restaurant is now open for lunch service seven days a 

week, and for dinner service Thursday through Sunday (open to the public 

for Sunday night dinner service).  

We also have a palate pleasing menu change, as well as weekly flown-in-

fresh seafood specials from our pals at Honolulu Fish Company. Chef Matt 

has been hitting it out of the park! 

EDDY’S IS OPEN, TOO! 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is open at 4:00 p.m. on Fridays and 11:00 a.m. Satur-

days and Sundays. We won’t close until way late Friday & Saturday and 8:00 

p.m. Sunday.  

The liveentertainment at Eddy’s is well underway. This year, we have 

added Friday night fun with some of the area’s top DJs. Saturday nights, we’ll 

continue with live music from the area’s most popular bands. The June line-up 

includes Whiskey Poet Society, Ronnie Pyle and the Drivers, Reverse Reaction, and 

the Lucas Gates Band. On 4th of July weekend, we’re knocking it out of the 

park with Hypnotik, 5th Element, and Torn all in a big Friday-Sunday music fest. 

It’s gonna be a fun summer! 
AND….THE ANCHOR! 

The Anchor indoor-outdoor activity park is, of course, the talk of the 

entire region. It’s a true game-changer; and we’re delighted to have another 

fun dining & drinking venue at Shangri-La. That place is the BOMB! 

COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FUN! 

It’s hard to believe there are now five very different venues at Shangri-La 

to enjoy very different menus and great beverages. With the Monkey Grind, 

Doc’s, Eddy’s, The Summit & Buffalo Bar, and now, The Anchor, we truly 

have something for everyone. On top of that, our catering & banquet depart-

ments are busy with special dinners, receptions, banquets, conventions, wed-

dings, receptions, special celebrations, and corporate events.  

We take great pride in the variety at our multiple venues – and our fabu-

lous banquet team. Our goal is to have something to fit every appetite, every 

mood, every occasion, and every budget. We’re always here for you, and we 

continue to expand menu offerings available to our incredible members and 

guests at Shangri-La Resort.  

We appreciate your including us as your go-to source for food, beverag-

es, live entertainment – and fun! We’ll keep it coming your way. In the mean-

time… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Michael Bujold, Shangri-La’s Executive Chef  

and Director of Culinary Operations. 

From Cinco de Mayo to Mother’s Day Brunch; from 

Steak, Burger, Shrimp, and Rib nights to the big Memorial 

Day celebration at ever Shangri-La venue, May was anoth-

er record month for the Food & Beverage Team at Shangri

-La. 

I can’t tell you how much I appreciate the wonderful 

comments about our Saturday Club House Cookouts, 

Chef Ashley’s awesome new menu at Doc’s, Chef Matt’s 

fantastic work at The Summit, and all the fun food & bev-

erage stops at Shangri-La – Eddy’s, the Buffalo Bar, the 

Pool Bar, and the Monkey Grind…and now, The Anchor! 

I hope all our members had as much fun as we did at 

the Members’ Open House at The Anchor. Our bartend-

ing crew did a great job. You’re going to love those guys! 

It sure was fun seeing so many members all at one time – 

and in such an incredible place! 

We’re finalizing our menus of culinary offerings at 

The Anchor. It won’t be a full-meal menu. We have plenty 

of those at other venues; but I think you’ll love the quick-

serve snacks we’re going to have seven days a week! 
LOTS OF NEW THINGS AT DOC’S! 

Our Cinco de Mayo party, our Mother’s Day Brunch, 

our Memorial weekend breakfast buffet, and our special 

event menus all had great response. 

In addition to Chef Ashley’s new expanded menu at 

Doc’s, we also have some really fun “special” nights. Tues-

day nights, we’re having fun with our Craft Burgers & 

Booze nights.  Wednesday night Hooray Grill Steak Cook-

outs have been a real hoot. I’m so glad everyone is enjoy-

ing the cookout fun – both at Doc’s on Wednesday nights 

and at the club house on Saturdays. 

Thursdays are for outdoor Shrimp Boil & Karaoke fun 

throughout the summer; and we will continue our popular 

Friday Night All-You-Can-Eat Rib Night with live enter-

tainment. June’s Friday night entertainment line-up at 

Doc’s includes Laron Simpson, Clint Ingram, Scott Musick, 

and Jamey Hooper. We’ll have live music on Friday nights at The outdoor bar area overlooking the pond at The Anchor is sure to become  

THE FAVORITE Monkey Island spot for relaxing beverages. 
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It has been a whirlwind of activity at Shangri-La Marina the last 

few weeks – and I don’t anticipate it slowing down anytime soon! 

Our team is here to help with gasoline, diesel, pump-out service, 

beverages, ice, snacks, boating accessories, souvenirs and more – 

seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

The past few weeks have kept us busy sprucing up the marina 

with maintenance items large and small. From minor dock repairs to 

dock box installations; from installation of new state-of-the-art fuel 

dispensers to installation of beautiful new Oelo accent lighting by 

LakeLight365 at the Ship Store, we have been busy preparing for a 

busy season; and the record-breaking traffic on Memorial Weekend 

proves it will be a busy, busy summer season indeed. 

EDDY’S LAKESIDE BAR IS ROCKIN’ 

We kicked off the summer in high style last month at Eddy’s 

Lakeside Bar with great food, fun, friends – and live entertainment. 

The month ahead is no different. Eddy’s will feature some of the 

area’s top DJs on Friday nights – and the best bands around on Sat-

urday nights. The June line-up includes DJ Matt (June 4), Whiskey Poet 

Society (June 5), DJ Max (June 11), Ronnie Pyle and the Drivers (June 

12), DJ C-Dub (June 18), Reverse Reaction (June 19), DJ Kennedy (June 
25) and the Lucas Gates Band (June 26). Looking ahead to the 4th of 

July weekend, Eddy’s will have three nights of fabulous entertainers – 

Hypnotik Friday night, 5th Element Saturday, and Torn Sunday night of 

the big holiday weekend. 

If you haven’t already done so, be sure to mark your calendars 

to be with us Saturday night, July 3 for the Monkey Island Fireworks 

at Shangri-La. Once again this year, the fireworks will be visible by 

boat or by land – and, of course, from Eddy’s Lakeside Bar. 

Eddy’s is open from 4:00 p.m. on Fridays, 11:00 a.m. on Satur-

days, and from 11:00-8:00 on Sundays (with extended Sunday hours 

and Monday service on holiday Monday weekends.  

BOAT & PWC RENTALS, YACHT CHARTERS AND PARASAIL-

ING  

If you’re planning to spend some time on the water, but you 

don’t own your own boat, Sail Grand at Shangri-La Marina offers 

rental of pontoons, tritoons, bowriders, a bass boat, and personal 

watercraft. Yacht charters are also now available – and the only par-

asailing adventures in the entire State of Oklahoma.  

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Some of it was major. Some of it was minor; but sprucing up for the summer season at Shangri-La is complete! 

Demand is extraordinarily high already this year, so plan 

your reservations as soon as you have plans. Advance reserva-

tions are available online for boat rentals at www.sailgrand.com 

– or by telephone at 918-257-6000. 

THE SHIP STORE IS FULLY STOCKED! 

We have some fantastic new merchandise at the Ship 

Store this year. Swimsuits for men, women, and children have 

arrived, along with lake appropriate footwear – flip flops, water 

shoes, and cool new Drivers. We still have all-weather apparel, 

and a nice selection of long-sleeved shirts and hoodies. We 

have some awesome lightweight women’s hoodies that have 

been incredibly popular, along with a huge selection of caps, 

hats, and all-new T-shirt designs including a really fun “Rest of 

Us” tee shirt memorializing President John F. Kennedy’s per-

sonal speedboat which is on display in the Shangri-La Resort 

Hotel lobby. For boaters who spend long days on the water, 

we also have long-sleeve sunscreen T-Shirts with a built in RPF 

50+ protection from the sun.  

Ice, beer, snacks and soft drinks are available in the Ship 

Store including all your favorite ice cream treats; and Lyn has 
more new cool merchandise than ever before. The Epoch, So-

laray, and Maui Jim sunglass cases are full; and we have chargers, 

USB cables and other accessories that are so important in this 

age of social media and constant communication. If you haven’t 

been to the Ship Store lately, check out the great souvenir 

items including logoed Yeti Tumblers and some very innovative 

suction cup drink holders that keep your drink from sliding 

around on the boat. 

Naturally, we have boating supplies, as well, including dock 

lines, fenders, life jackets, oil – even air pumps. We’re excited 

about the 2021 Summer season. 

IF YOU WANT A BOAT SLIP – GET ON THE LIST NOW! 

We still have a waiting list of folks who want to join the 

Shangri-La Marina family. We are currently 100% occupied, but 

things change daily, and we are working hard to accommodate 

all who want to join us. If you have friends who are interested 

in slip rental, they need to get on our waiting list ASAP. Have 

them give me a call. Now, more than ever, Shangri-La is THE 

place to be! 

http://www.sailgrand.com
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Need some Pickle Ball help? Kevin Carver is a  

Certified Pickleball Professional! 

So, you think you might be interested in Pick-

leball, huh? If so, Kevin Carver is your guy. Work-

ing closely with Racquet Club Director Todd Kerr, 

Kevin’s focus is on all things Pickleball – lessons, 

clinics, tournaments, and tips. 

A longtime tennis player, Kevin played at 

Glendale Community College as a youngster, win-

ning the Arizona Junior College Singles Champion-

ship before going on to play at Grand Canyon 

University. He continued his tennis career as the 

Head Tennis Professional at the Biltmore Resort in 

Phoenix where he also became a USPTA Level 1 

Certified Professional. The Biltmore is also where 

he met his wife Julie who was Activities Coordina-

tor for the Biltmore Resort Racquet Club.  

His life hasn’t been all about racquet sports, 

though. He spent more than two decades fighting 

the drug war as a Narcotics Agent and Supervisor 

for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) with tours of duty in Phoenix, Oklahoma 
City, and Washington, D.C. Following his retire-

ment from DEA, he and Julie moved back to Okla-

homa City and he resumed his tennis career as a 

High School Tennis Coach at Crossings Christian 

School for ten years.  

In 2017, they moved to Grand Lake, discov-

ered Pickleball – and instantly fell in love with the 

game. For both Kevin and Julie, it’s ALL about 

Pickleball now. They travel throughout the United 

States playing tournament Pickleball. Julie is cur-

rently a USA Pickleball Ambassador for Monkey 

Island. Kevin is a PPR Certified Pickleball Profes-

sional. 

“The world we live in is a world of ‘instant 

Staff Spotlight: Kevin Carver 
by Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

gratification.’ That’s Pickleball,” Kevin says.. “It’s a fun game that can be 

picked up quickly – and it’s not physically difficult. The hardest part of the 

game is learning how to keep score.  You have to account for a shorter 

bounce and a shorter racquet. It’s almost like just using your hand to play. 

“It’s easy to learn,” he says.  “The ball travels so slowly, most people 

can put their racquet on the ball easily. Everybody who has ever played ping

-pong or badminton can play Pickleball. Once you learn it and get with peo-

ple your level, you can enjoy it right away. 

“It’s a great way to meet people and make new friends. Pickleball is a 

very social game,” he says.. “It’s more about fun than winning. Everybody 

likes to win, of course, but Pickleball is more about having fun, getting some 

exercise, and meeting new people. 

Kevin is obviously fired up about Pickleball and the growing interest in 

the game at Grand Lake and The Anchor Activity Park.  

The parents of three grown children and grandparents of five, the 

Carvers are all about Monkey Island. 

“We call Monkey Island ‘our little slice of paradise.’ We love the peo-

ple, the community, and the fabulous new facilities at Shangri-La,” Kevin 

says. “I’m excited about the Racquet Club and the growth of tennis and 

Pickleball on Monkey Island. We’re gonna have a lot of fun!”  

(Top) Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in America; and there’s no better place 

to play than on one of the six Pickleball Courts at The Anchor.  
(Bottom) When Wayne Smith purchased a new cap from Gina Gibbs, it was the 

first sale at the new Pro Shop at The Anchor. 
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(Top ) A small, but fierce group of 9-hole competitors enjoyed our “Guest Day.” (from 

left) Anita Ashley, Pat Dunn, Jan Castelli, Peggy Stowers, Barbara Oldham, and Peggy 

Howard-Burgess. (Middle ) There was a great turnout of 18-hole players for the SLWGA 

“Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” Guest Day.  
(Bottom Left) Soohyun Jin and Linda Cacy took top honors with an overall 1st place Gross 

score. (Bottom Right) Pam Goodeyon and Robin Purdie were in the “fun” spirit! 

“GIRLS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN” was 

our Guest Day theme and we did just that!  A 

golf cart with a lawn chair and Pelican on the 

top, tropical shirts, leis, pineapple boats with 

delicious salads.  What else could you ask 

for?  Combine that with a little friendly golf com-

petition and it was a perfect day.  Here are the 

winners of our competition. 

18-Hole Winners 

1st Place Low Gross - Soohyun Jin & Linda Cacy 
2nd Place Gross - Robin Purdie & Pam 

Goodeyon 

 

1st Place Net - Judi Barber & Kay Hanson 
2nd Place Net - Peggy Blair & Candy Raud-

enbush 

 

Closest to the Pin - Candy Raudenbush 

Longest Drive - Linda Cacy 

 

9-Hole Winners 

1st Place Gross- Jan Castelli & Barbara Oldham 
1st place Net - Pat Dunn & Anita Ashley (not 

pictured) 

 
Good Job Ladies.  Congratulations to all 

and thank you to Peggy Howard- Burgess for 

chairing this fun event. 
Carol Cable, Gwen Fiddler, Liz Paden, and 

Judi Barber played in the WOGA STABLEFORD 

PARTNERSHIP on April 26 held at Lincoln Park 

in OKC.  The wind was unbelievable and blew in 

lots of fun.  Liz Paden and Judi Barber won 2nd 

Low Net in their flight.  Way to go ladies! 

 
MATCH PLAY is a new competition for 

our league this year.  16 women have signed up 

so competition pairings will be posted soon. This 
will be a first for many of us, so thank you Judi 

Barber for organizing and educating us on the 

rules of competition. Good luck to everyone.  

 

TOURNAMENTS IN JUNE/JULY 
LA TEE DA INVITATIONAL – June  9-10 @ 

SHANGRI-la 

 
2021 Coves Classic Ladies Invitational - June 18 

@ The Coves Golf Club 

 
Tri-State Golf Championship - July 18,19,20 @ 

The Coves Golf Club 

 
Summer is here and there’s lots going 

on.  Hope to see everyone on the course or at 

The Anchor.  Happy Golfing! 

 

SLWGA News 
Contributed by: Candy Brasel 
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Member Profile: Marnie & Bill Pettit 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Monkey Islanders Bill & Marnie Pettit are enjoying the  

Grand Lifestyle more every year! 

Dr. Bill Pettit has made history…again. He is serving as 

the first Dean of the new Oklahoma State University (OSU) 

College of Osteopathic Medicine at the Cherokee Nation in 

Tahlequah, Oklahoma. The school, which opened in the Fall 

of 2020, is the nation’s first tribally affiliated medical school. 

Prior to his current position, he served as Provost of the 

OSU Center for Health Sciences, as well as Associate Dean 

for Rural Health and Senior Associate Dean for Academic 

Affairs. In August, Bill plans to retire from his latest post, 

eliminating all obstacles that might interfere with the love he 

and his wife Marnie share for Monkey Island and the Grand 

Lake lifestyle!  

The Pettit’s love of Grand Lake already sends them shuf-

fling year-round between Broken Arrow and their home at 

Brighton Bay on Monkey Island. As time passes, so does that 

travel ratio – more and more Monkey Island, less and less 

Broken Arrow.  

Both raised on Iowa farms, Bill & Marnie were high 

school sweethearts – in fact, Bill was Marnie’s first date when 

she was 16; but they lost track of each other until a chance 
meeting years later in Des Moines. Two years Marnie’s sen-

ior, Bill had graduated and left for undergraduate studies at 

Luther College in Decorah, Iowa before heading to Greely, 

Colorado for work on his Masters in Special Education 

Counseling.  

“I became a vocational rehabilitation counselor,” Bill 

recalls, “first in Atlantic, Iowa; then Des Moines, working in-

patient treatment for heroin addicts.”  

In the meantime, Marnie went to beauty school, then 

Grandview College in Des Moines where she opened a beau-

ty salon. She was on her way to donate blood when she 

stopped at a red light.  

“I looked at the driver of the car stopped beside me – 

and it was Bill,” she laughs. “I had no idea he lived there. I 

hadn’t seen him for years.” She gave him a call and the ro-

mantic reunion was on. They dated for a couple of years and 

were married in 1974.  

“She shopped around a little after we dated in high 

school,” Bill jokes, “but she came back to me.”  

Bill joined the Army Reserve “so they would pay for 

school” while attending medical school at Des Moines University 

College of Osteopathic Medicine. Three years later, Marnie sold her 

beauty salon, they loaded up in their brand new 1977 Corvette and 

headed to North Carolina for Bill’s duty at Fort Bragg repaying Uncle 

Sam for the medical school assistance. He served his residency in 

family practice as a Captain in the Army at Fort Bragg, home to the 

Green Berets and the 82nd Airborne – a military base Bill describes 

as “mostly a place where people jump out of airplanes.”  

“From there,” Marnie jokes, “we moved to L.A.” “L.A.,” in this 

case, was not Los Angeles; it was Lawton, America where Bill prac-

ticed medicine at Fort Sill while Marnie had her hands full with their 

twin daughters, Allison and Emilly. When “Major” Bill Pettit left the 

military in 1983, he was hired by a group of physicians and investors 

to open a walk-in clinic - AM+PM Clinic.  

“There are a lot of clinics like that now,” Bill says, “but it was 

pretty unique then. I averaged 55 patients a day there.”  

With the twins in school, Marnie opened another beauty salon 

and also sold real estate. Bill opened the Center for Occupational 

Health (Worker’s Comp clinic) as an employee/partner before selling 

out to Comanche County Hospital. He continued to work at the two 
clinics as a hospital employee until 2002. Although they had been 

Grand Lake fans for many years, 1999 is when they made their total 

commitment to the lake.  

“We had been coming to Osteopathic conventions at Shangri-La 

since 1983,” Marnie recalls, “and we loved Grand Lake and Monkey 

Island.” They bought a home in Brighton Bay on Monkey Island – and 

Marnie expanded her love of real estate to an additional market.  

“We would invite people to come to our house at Grand Lake, 

and I would end up selling them a house,” she laughs. “This place is 

contagious.”  

Both of their daughters graduated from the University of Okla-

homa in 2001. A year later, in 2002, the Pettits moved to Broken 

Arrow for a new adventure at the Oklahoma  State University Cen-

ter for Health Sciences. Bill initially joined the faculty of the OSU 

Center as the Medical Director for their clinic system before becom-

ing Associate Dean for Rural Health and adding multiple titles along 

the way. He has been honored many times for his emphasis on im-

proving rural health care including being named Osteopathic Physi-

cian of the Year by the Oklahoma Osteopathic Association.  

The Pettits had already joined Shangri-La as members. They are 

among a core group of “the faithful” who stayed with Shangri-La 

through the difficult years of deterioration. Their name is listed 

among “The 84” in the trophy case at Shangri-La’s club house in hon-

or of the only 84 members remaining when Eddy Gibbs bought the 

property in 2010. Today, there are almost 700 Shangri-La members. 

Bill and Marnie are active in the lake life. They love to entertain, 

spend time with friends, and boat. Both are avid golfers and regulars 

on the Shangri-La Golf Courses – and have been for years. They 

quickly adjusted to the life on Monkey Island.  

“We just drove the boat, played golf, drank and had fun,” Bill 

says, adding, “I guess we still do. I love the golf courses at Shangri-La; 

and we love the Summit Restaurant. Eddy’s is fun, Doc’s has great 

food – and The Anchor activity park is absolutely incredible!” 

At Grand Lake, Bill and Marnie are permanently in “Island 

mode.”  

“We still drive the boat, play golf, and have fun. We get around 

to most every place on Monkey Island,” Marnie says. “And golf. 

There’s plenty of golf. Bill is a good golfer (Bill says he has now been 

downgraded to ‘fair’ golfer). I just play to have fun. Let’s say that,” 

Marnie offers. 

Continued on page 9…  



Oklahoma Marina Association Vice President Mike Williams,  

Executive Director Terri Weir, President Judy Florida,  
Shangri-La Resort Executive Chairman Jason Sheffield, and Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Mitch Whitehead at the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Artisian Hotel & Casino in 

Jack and Jackie Moore with “lifesaving Doc’s 

bartender” Samantha Jackson  

 

Rob Yanovitch and his team will also host Junior Golf 

Academy this month, June 21-23; and his Junior Skills 

Camp is next month (July 19-21) capped with the Junior 

Club Championship Tournament (July 22-23).  

ADULTS, TOO! 

With our kids’ camps coming up soon, I have had 

questions from several adults asking, “What about us big 

kids?” We have you taken care of, as well. Racquet Club 

Director Todd Kerr and Certified Pickleball Professional 

Kevin Carver are available for explanations, lessons, and 

soon-to-be-announced clinics for adult players, too  

PGA Professional Ryan Dalton is at The Anchor to 

help with your golf game, as well. Ryan is one of the best 

golf instructors and club fitters in the area, recently pro-

pelling Shangri-La to Ping’s “Top 100” club fitting opera-

tions. He mans the Trackman Golf Simulator which in-

cludes all 27 holes of the Shangri-La Golf Course, as well 

as many other courses. He can give you tips, improve 

your game, fit you for new clubs, and give you lessons – 

rain or shine. For more information, contact Ryan at 
ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com. 

AND THERE’S MORE! 

In addition to all the tennis, pickleball, WIFFLE Ball, 

and all the indoor arcade and virtual reality games, 

there’s basketball, sand volleyball, pop-a-shot basketball, 

kids’ fishing in The Anchor pond and, of course, Grand 

Lake’s ultimate spot for relaxing indoors or outdoors 

with your favorite beverage. Grab a spot by one of our 

two fire pits, if you like.  

I couldn’t be more excited – and I couldn’t be more 

grateful for the kind comments and the shared excite-

ment from our members. This $12 million facility is a 

fantastic option for year-round fun – something never 

before available at Grand Lake. I’m grateful to our fantas-

tic leadership at Shangri-La – Eddy Gibbs, Jason Sheffield, 

Barry Willingham, and Rob Yanovitch – and the amazing 

foresight and commitment they have shown as we turned 

their vision and dream into reality. In the Shangri-La tra-

dition, we have worked hard to make this a world class 

facility with a knowledgeable, helpful crew – and the 

most incredible entertainment options available any-

where. The Anchor is truly a one-of-a-kind facility!  

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU 

While we are placing maximum effort towards the 

operation, amenities, events, camps, and clinics at The 

Anchor, we know we will not always hit the mark. How-

ever, our goal is to enhance membership value and gen-

erate fun for everyone who visits. We can only accom-

plish this if we communicate with each other.  

In short, we want to know your opinions about our 

performance. Your feedback is not only welcome, it is 

essential for us to accomplish our goals – which all cen-

ter around your experience. Feel free to share your 

thoughts or suggestions directly with me at any time 

regarding any aspect of our operation. While it may not 

be possible to implement every suggestion, I can assure 

you every suggestion will be read and considered thor-

oughly.  

Please contact me at lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com. 

Thanks. I’ll see you soon at The Anchor! 
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Anchor Activity 
by Lee Lawson, Director of Anchor Operations 

Our Members’ Open House at The Anchor Activity Park was truly 

one of the most exciting and memorable days of my life. We had a full 

day of fun with literally hundreds of our members – and it was so fun. 

We played arcade games, tried out the Virtual Reality and CXC racing 

simulators, and fired up the simulator bays with Trackman Golf and La-

serrShot shooting technology, and demonstrated the outdoor fun on the 

mini-Fenway WIFFLE BALL Park and the Pickleball Courts. We played 

pool and ping-pong and shuffleboard and gave our awesome bartending 

crew a pretty good workout, as well. We had great comments on our 

huge video walls – and enjoyed the added benefit of displaying Phil Mick-

elson’s record-breaking win of the PGA Championship on those huge 

combined screens! 

It was a wonderful day of camaraderie, fellowship, and shared ex-

citement. After all these months of planning, designing, building, installing, 

hiring, training, and fingernail-biting, it was a thrilling day for my staff and 

me – and I hope it was equally exciting for our members. We had an 

unexpected benefit The Anchor will always be open to the public, but it 

was great to have the opportunity to spend some one-on-one time with 

our members and explain the many benefits of membership as those 

benefits grow to include our activities at The Anchor. 
UPCOMING 

While I want to emphasize that The Anchor is a place to BRING 

your children and grandchildren, rather than a place to DROP THEM 

OFF, there are some upcoming exceptions. June 7-9, we kick off our 

summer of special activities for the kids with a Youth Tennis Camp for 

youngsters age 7-14. The Tennis Camp will be a three-day event from 

9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Monday-Wednesday. Cost is $250 per child, 

including all camp activities, instruction, lunch, swimming, tennis, prizes, 

and a racquet, cap, and T-Shirt to memorialize the first camp at The 

Anchor.  

Later this month, June 28-30, we will host a similar kids camp for 

Pickleball. It will be the same format, same schedule, same great activi-

ties; but our focus will be on Pickleball instead of Tennis.  

You can register on our Facebook page or contact Todd Kerr di-

rectly at todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com for information. Watch your email 

for details! 

It’s not all about racquet sports, of course. PGA Director of Golf 

Director of Anchor Operations Lee Lawson addresses the Grove Area Chamber of 

Commerce Membership explaining the amenities at The Anchor Activity Park.  

mailto:ryan.dalton@shangrilaok.com
mailto:lee.lawson@shangrilaok.com
mailto:todd.kerr@shangrilaok.com
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Shangri-La President & CEO Barry Willingham and owner Eddy Gibbs 

were on hand for the Members Open House at The Anchor. 

The replica of one of the original anchors from the USS Oklahoma 

Ship being place at Shangri-La Resort Hotel. The ship’s anchor will 

stand proudly across from the new activity park and display the  

names of the personnel who served our country on this  

vessel and perished at the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941. 

The mini-Fenway WIFFLE BALL Park is sure to be a popular spot. 

Leagues are already making reservations for tournament play. 

Director of Anchor Operations Lee Lawson (second from left) had 

a chance to meet lots of members at our special Members’ Open 

House at The Anchor – including Mary Lou and Bob Manley, and 

Joyce Duke.  

Continued from page 7…  

 “If there’s not wine or champagne involved, she doesn’t 

play,” Bill jokes. Their lake time is not limited to summers, 

though. They are at the lake most weekends of the year. “Some 

of my favorite times are winters,” Marnie says. “We build a fire 

and I cook. I love to cook. We’re very frequent weekenders. It’s 

been a great family getaway for us. Our entire family loves it here 

and we have great friends here. And Shangri-La is just phenome-

nal. Now that The Anchor Activity Park has been added, it’s even 

more fabulous. Life here just gets better every year. We love it.”  

No one seems to be sure exactly how Dr. Pettit picked up 

the nickname “Wild Bill” (or maybe they just won’t admit it).  

“It’s more like ‘Mild Wild Bill’ now,” he laughs. “I used to be 

quite a party man. Not so much anymore.” He pauses a moment 

to reflect. “Well…maybe every now and then.” 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m-8:00 p.m. daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. daily 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Open to Members and Resort Guests 

Monday-Wednesday 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Sunday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Open to the Public Sunday Evenings 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Daily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
4:00-close Friday 

11:00-close Saturday 

11:00-8:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday 

9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Saturday 
 

The Anchor Activity Park 
11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-midnight Friday & Saturday 
 

 

touring! Only 6 home sites are available in this incredible neighborhood. 

If you or someone you know is interested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a permanent lifestyle, 

please contact Lane Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La Realty to view our current inventory or design 

a new home! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S FREE MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please be sure to download the Shangri-La Mobile App! It is abso-

lutely free – and it’s the best way to stay current with Shangri-La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-2122 to download the 

app. It’s that easy. You can also follow our on our website at www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Instagram. 

Our team is working hard every day to make sure Shangri-La Resort is always better than it was the 

day before. Thank you for your support, your patronage, and your friendship. Your memories are our 

mission.  

Continued from page 2…  

Congratulations to Ryan Dalton and the Shangri-La 

Team for breaking into the Top 100 fitters for Ping 

Products. Ryan (left) is pictured here with Regional Pin 

Rep and icon Rick Bell. If you are looking for new 

sticks, you know where to go to get a proper fitting. 

With the Anchor Trackman Studio opening this month 

with 2 bays, the Top 50 is in our sights. Great job 

Ryan! 

Shangri-La Member Tom Caraway carded his  
second career Hole in One over Memorial Day 

weekend on #6 Champions at Shangri-La.  

He holed out from 129 yards with his 9 iron.  

The ace was witnessed by Neal Cast and  

Quinn Llewllyn. Great Shot Tom!!!  

http://www.shangrilaok.com

