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Jason Sheffield, Mike Williams, and I attended the Oklahoma Marina Association Annual 

Meeting in November to keep tabs on the latest trends, regulations, safety guidelines, and new 

ideas for more fun! After listening to extensive questioning of officials from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, it was once again obvious how fortunate Grand Lakers are to be operating 

under the leadership of the Grand River Dam Authority. We are lucky boaters, indeed. GRDA 

Community Relations Officer Ed Ferguson did a great job in his presentation. Most people have 

no idea how deeply involved GRDA is in making sure we are all safe! 

WINTER HAS ARRIVED AT SHANGRI-LA MARINA 

Shangri-La Marina is now fully winterized. Water service to the docks has been disconnected 

and the pump-out facilities have been winterized. We continue to serve our customers and slip 

renters year-round, of course. The Ship Store and fuel dock remain open throughout the winter 

Monday-Saturday from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. We will however, be closed Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s Day. 

If you haven’t already had your boat winterized, you are taking chances (unless your boat is 

powered by an outboard motor). If you need to schedule winterization, contact Tyler Sourjohn at 

Nichols Marina (918-257-5500) to get that task taken care of. If you plan to boat through the 

winter months and are not winterizing your boat, please let me know so we can watch out for 

your vessel during inclement weather. 

Sail Grand boat & personal watercraft rentals and parasailing operations are now closed for 

the winter. Like most rental operations throughout the Grand Lake area and the state of 

Oklahoma, rental operations had a record season this year. Thank you for referring your friends 

to Sail Grand and Shangri-La Marina. Yacht charters are still available for special occasions with 

prior arrangements. Call 918-257-6000 if you have questions. 

WINTER PROJECTS 

This time of year gives us a chance to catch up on a few maintenance items that are difficult 

to manage during the busiest time of year. We are  in the midst of some major clean-up projects 

including tree trimming, brush clean-up, and getting rid of shoreline debris that accumulates with 

the fluctuating water levels. 

We still have a waiting list of folks who want to join the Shangri-La Marina family. We are 

currently 100% occupied, but things change daily, and we are working hard to accommodate all 

who want to join us. Boat sales are still brisk and we continue to install new lifts for new boat 

owners and slip renters. If you have friends who are interested in slip rental, have them call me. 



DOCK LOCKERS 

As we work to improve dock appearance, safety, and security measures, many of our slip 

renters have been ordering new dock boxes for their slips. Going forward, only Dock Box 

Unlimited dock lockers will be allowed at Shangri-La Marina in order to maintain consistency 

and an attractive and consistent look on the docks. Our first shipment will be arriving soon and 

we will be placing those dock boxes at the appropriate slips. 

If you want to get a new dock locker, please contact me. I’ll be happy to order one for you 

and get it placed at your slip. Upright and horizontal dock boxes are available. You can check 

out available models at www.dockboxes.com, then just let me know which model best suits your 

needs and I’ll take care of getting it ordered and installed. 

WINTER MERCHANDISE AT THE SHIP STORE 

The Ship Store remains open Monday-Saturday and we invite you to come see some newly 

arrived apparel. We have long-sleeved tees, rain gear, and some really fabulous lady’s hoodies 

that are very popular! We have a lot of items that make great Christmas gifts. If you are among 

the lucky ones heading for vacation dates in warmer climates, we know it’s hard to find 

swimsuits for the kids this time of year – but we have them at the Ship Store. 

BOAT SALES AT NICHOLS MARINE AT SHANGRI-LA 

Inventory is a little low at the moment, but it’s a perfect time for boat buyers.  Nichols 

Marine at Shangri-La still has a few available new models – including a 28GT Chris-Craft 

Launch, a 302 Robalo center console, a Chaparral 317 SSX bowrider, and a Chaparral 347 

bowrider with mid-cabin including generator, heat & air. We also have our first 2021 arrivals - a 

30-foot Chaparral Surf, a Robalo 272, and an awesome new 2021 Bennington 25QX that has 

unparalleled looks and features. We are also receiving several of Bennington’s new L-Series of 

tritoons with either Yamaha or Mercury outboards.  

It has been an unusual year. Demand is higher than in recent years and may require a little 

advance planning for those interested in specific models. We have been notified by boat 

manufacturers that models ordered right now may not arrive until the first May or later, 

depending on the model.  

Come check out available models. You can view the complete Nichols Marine new and used 

boat inventory at www.nicholsmarine.com. It’s a great time to buy! 

INSURANCE VERIFICATION 

If you keep your boat at Shangri-La Marina, please be sure Lyn has your updated proof of 

insurance. You may drop your Certificate of Liability Insurance (just the Declarations Page) by 

the Ship Store, mail it to us at 57151 East Highway 125, Monkey Island, OK 74331 or email it to 

Lyn Moore at lyn.moore@shangrilaok.com. It is a requirement to have current liability insurance 

information on file at the marina. 

We always look forward to seeing you at Shangri-La Marina. Enjoy the holidays and…happy 

boating! 

 

Mitch Whitehead 

Shangri-La Marina Manager 
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