
 

End of DST Means New Hours, New Menus! 
Activity Park Construction is Progressing 

 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

Effective Monday, Novem-

ber 2, the Summit Restaurant 

begins operation under winter 

hours. Lunch service is not avail-

able at the Summit during the 

winter, although food & bever-

age service is available daily at 

the Turn House from 8:00-5:00 

– and Doc’s is open every day, 

of course. Dinner service is 

offered Thursday-Sunday with 

an all-new winter menu and 

weekend live entertainment by 

Terry Jordan. As always, the 

Summit is open to the public on 

Sunday evenings. 

Chef Mike’s awesome 

weekly Seafood Specials are 

extremely popular and will con-

tinue through the winter 
months. Speaking of seafood, be 

sure to mark your calendars for 

pickleball courts, and the bas-

ketball court have been poured, 

the foundation of our 11,000 

square foot indoor facility is 

complete, and walls and trusses 

are going up. It won’t be long 

before construction crews 

begin interior work as we move 

toward opening of this exciting 

new facility in April, 2021. 

The Anchor will provide a 

variety of additional entertain-

ment options for our members 

and our group event customers, 

as well. We have already ex-

panded business and association 

meeting amenities with new 

video conferencing capabilities 

in the main ballroom of the 

hotel to easily incorporate both 
live and virtual participants. 

NEW SUMMIT HOURS AND 

MENUS 

November 2020 Volume 10: Issue 11 

 

The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

As boats are being winter-

ized, the SLWGA and Men’s Golf 

Association wrap up their seasons, 

and the Thursday Night Patio 

Shrimp Boils move inside Doc’s 

for weekly Prime Rib & Karaoke 

fun, I want to thank all our mem-

bers and guests for an incredible 

summer season at Shangri-La Re-

sort. Despite the adversities faced 

by our state and nation, your sup-

port resulted in a record year for 

our resort. We are truly blessed. 

Moving forward, we continue 

to stack the amenities and enter-

tainment options even higher as 

we move into the late Fall and 

Winter seasons. We are now at 

the construction stage of “The 

Anchor,” our new $10 million 
activity park adjacent to the hotel, 

that additional progress is visible 

on a daily basis. Tennis courts, 

Continued on page 2…  
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Friday, November 27 for our annual Black 

Friday Seafood Extravaganza at the Summit. 

This is one of the most popular member 

events of the year – and the Food & Bever-

age team has gone way overboard this year. 

You won’t want to miss it. 

MORE OPTIONS AT DOC’S, TOO! 

Doc’s Bar & Grill has become the go-to 

spot. It is the only bar & restaurant facility 

on Grand Lake that is open seven days a 

week for lunch and dinner and is accessible 

both by land and water – and the only place 

on Monkey Island where you can enjoy an 

adult beverage before 4:00 p.m. From now 

through February, our Food & Beverage 

team has really stepped up their game at 

Doc’s to provide a lot more options for 

food and fun. 

As of November 2, we now offer week-

day “Lightning Lunch Specials” all priced at 
$10 or less. There is a different special every 

day – and you get it in 15 minutes or less, or 

it’s free! 

Effective Sunday, November 8, we will 

also reinstate of popular Sunday Brunch 

Specials at Doc’s from 9:00-2:00. The regular 

menu will also be available on Sundays begin-

ning at 11:00 a.m. I’m excited about the Sun-

day Brunch myself. There’s no better way to 

start a Sunday morning. 

Our Thursday night Prime Rib & Karao-

ke continues through the winter, but begin-

ning Wednesday, November 11, we’re add-

ing a great Wednesday night option – Italian/

Wine Wednesday with awesome Italian 

cooking and discount pricing on select wine. 

There’s always something good cooking at 

Doc’s!  

WE HAVE YOUR THANKSGIVING 

PLANNED 

There’s no need to worry about plans 

Continued from page 1…  for Thanksgiving Dinner. Doc’s Bar & Grill 

will be open all day Thanksgiving Day, of-

fering a traditional family style Thanksgiving 

Dinner special. If you would rather stick 

close to home, we have you covered 

there, as well with a Thanskgiving-Dinner-

To-Go offerings for any size family. Ham & 

turkey entrees with all the traditional fix-

ings and dessert can be prepared for two 

or more. You can place your order with 

Linda Wall beginning November 12 for 

pick-up Thanksgiving Day or the day be-

fore. All dishes are placed in oven-safe 

dishes and the meal comes with re-heating 

instructions. Dinner for two is $50. Add 

$25 for each additional person in your 

group. 

We’ll do the work. You take the 

credit! Place your orders by contacting 

Linda Wall at 918-257-7716 or email lin-
da.wall@shangrilaok.com.  

IT’S ALMOST FESTIVUS TIME AT THE 

GOLF SHOP 

Festivus has become a Shangri-La tradition, 

with special gift-shopping options and com-

plimentary gift wrapping. This year’s event 

will be a little different, due to Covid-19 

protocol. Instead of having the Festivus 

shopping party all in one night, we’re 

spreading it over an entire week – begin-

ning on Saturday before Thanksgiving. 

Come take advantage of the shopping spe-

cials in our inventory – or order that spe-

cial gift. Rob also has Christmas shopping 

specials in our online “trunk shopping” 

option. 

If you’re planning to continue to hit the 

course on cooler days, we’ll soon have golf 

carts available equipped with covers – and 

even heaters, if you prefer. There’s never a 

reason to let the weather interfere with 

your fun at Shangri-La! 

JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA COMMUNI-

TY! 

We continue to be excited about our resi-

dential real estate ventures at Shangri-La as 

more and more people decide this is the 

community for their families.  In our new-

est residential development, The Ridge at 

Shangri-La, twenty new homes have been 

sold! We have one spec home under con-

struction and we also have a new furnished 

model home available for touring! 

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact Lane 

Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La 

Realty to view our current inventory or 

design a new home! 

CHECK OUT OUR ALL-NEW SHAN-

GRI-LA WEBSITE 

I would love for you to take a few 

minutes and go through our all-new Shan-

gri-La website. Our team has done a lot of 
work updating photographs, adding links, 

videos, tips, and more detailed information 

about our resort. We’re really proud of it. 

Check it out and let me know your 

thoughts. We will continue to update the 

new site on a regular basis to make it 

more useful for the thousands of additional 

visitors we are getting each month. 

www.shangrilaok.com.  

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S FREE 

MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. 

Just text the word GRAND to 855-339-

2122 to download the app. It’s that easy. 

You can also follow our on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-

gram. 

OUR MEMBERS ARE THE BEST! Dick and 

Arlene Seybolt donated all the food, as well as 

their labor, and Richard Lippitt pitched in at the 

smoker as the trio prepared a special fundrais-

ing feast to raise funds for the Delaware  
County Kids Christmas Fund. The dinner kicked 

off the 2020 fundraising campaign in style – 

raising more than $6,000! 

mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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(9:00 a.m. on Sundays), with food service offered until 9:00 p.m. Sunday

-Thursday and until 10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday. With lots of big 

screen televisions, it’s the perfect spot to watch your favorite college 

and professional sporting events!  

PRIME RIB THURSDAYS 

Naturally, we’ll continue our popular Prime Rib Thursdays at 

Doc’s through the winter months. Jason Morgan will continue to offer 

the karaoke fun – and the awesome prime rib dinner has always been a 

popular dining option for the fall/winter/spring Thursday night crowd - 

a Hand Cut Prime Rib with Au Jus, Horseradish or Creamy Horserad-

ish Sauce, Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy or French Fries or Sweet Potato 

Wedges, Sauteed Green Beans with Bacon & Onions, and Butter Rolls 

& Sweet Cornbread Muffins – all for $25 per person on Prime Rib 

Thursdays from 6:00-9:00 p.m. beginning October 8.  

THANKSGIVING AT DOC’S 

There’s no better Thanksgiving Dinner than a Shangri-La dinner, if I do 

say so myself. We will be open Thanksgiving Day at Doc’s with a spe-

cial holiday pre-fix menu from 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Reservations are 

strongly recommended if you would like to join us for a no-cooking-no

-cleanup enjoyable dinner.  
THANKSGIVING-TO-GO! 

If you have family coming and you would rather enjoy the holiday at 

home, our popular “Thanksgiving Dinner-to-Go” special is back this 

year. Turkey, Ham & all the fixings, including dessert is priced at $50 

for two adults – and $25 for each additional person. No matter the 

size of your group, we can do all the work while you take all the cred-

it. Full dinners come in oven safe containers with complete reheating 

instructions. Contact Linda Wall at 918-257-7716 or email her at lin-

da.wall@shangrilaok.com to place your order. 

NEW HOURS, NEW MENU AT THE SUMMIT RESTAURANT 

At the Summit Restaurant, we are now operating under winter 

hours. We have discontinued lunch service at the Summit for the win-

ter, although food & beverages are available daily at the Turn House 

from 8:00-5:00. Dinner service is offered Thursday-Sunday and, as 

always, the Summit is open to the public Sunday nights.  

Our decision to coordinate weekly Seafood Specials flown in fresh 

from Hawaii every week has proven to be one of the best plans we 

have ever put into place. The Seafood Specials have sold out every 

single weekend since we started – and we are continuing those weekly 

offerings into the foreseeable future. 

BLACK FRIDAY SEAFOOD BUFFET! 

The Friday after Thanksgiving is always fabulous fun for us at The 

Summit, celebrating Black Friday in style with our members at our 

annual “Black Friday Seafood Buffet.” Crawfish Fettuccine, Stuffed Craft 

Shells, Spanish Paella, Bourbon Mustard Glazed Salmon, and New Eng-

land Stuffed Haddock highlight the entrees for this year’s Seafood Buf-

fet, supplemented by an Oyster Bar, Shrimp Cocktail Bar, Crab Salad 

Finger Sandwiches, Smoked Salmon, and Mini Fried Shrimp Po’ Boys 

along with a variety of salads, desserts, and a carving station.  

The Black Friday Buffet is priced at $55 per person ($25 for chil-

dren under 12). It’s one of the most popular events of the year – so 

make your reservations early. It’s Friday, November 27 – Black Friday! 

COME FOR THE FOOD – STAY FOR THE FUN! 

We’re here for you, and we continue to expand both our menus 

and our venues available to our incredible members and guests at 

Shangri-La Resort. Coming soon – LIVE ENTERTAINMENT at Doc’s 

Friday nights. More information soon. We appreciate your including 

Shangri-La as your go-to source for food, beverages – and fun! In the 

meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Executive Chef Michael Bujold: Cheers! 

I had a big laugh the other day when someone said, “I guess 

things are starting to slow down for you, huh?” Quite the oppo-

site. November is an unbelievably busy month for our Food & 

Beverage team as we bring some awesome new winter offerings 

to our members, guests, and the general public. 

Doc’s Bar & Grill now offers daily “Lightning Lunch Specials.” 

Monday-Friday lunch specials are served from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 

p.m. in 15 minutes or less – or they’re free! Through February, 

we will offer a different “Lightning Lunch” special each weekday – 

Spaghetti 5 Way on Mondays, Pork, Rice & Gravy on Tuesdays, 

Cajun Red Beans & Rice Wednesdays, Grand Lake Pot Roast 

Thursdays, and my special Shrimp Etouffee on Fridays. Nothing is 

more than $10 on the “Lightning Lunch” special menu. 

SUNDAY BRUNCH IS BACK! 

Beginning Sunday, November 8, our popular “Sunday 

Brunch” returns to Doc’s Bar & Grill. Weekly Sunday Brunch 

Specials will be served from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.each Sunday. The 

regular menu will continue to be offered from 11:00-close.  

We have great fun with the Sunday Brunch specials and we 

know there is no other similar offering in the Grand Lake area; so 
we’re really excited about kicking the Sunday fun at Doc’s. ITAL-

IAN & WINE WEDNESDAYS AT DOC’S 

Beginning November 11 and continuing throughout the win-

ter, we will feature great Italian comfort food on Wednesday 

evenings including discount prices on bottles & glasses of wine and 

specialty cocktails. Each dinner will include a salad, a featured 

Italian entrée, garlic bread sticks, and dessert for one low price. 

We finally found a way to make Wednesday a very special night of 

the week. I hope you’ll join us! 

Don’t forget the Whiskey Kitchen at Doc’s, offering connois-

seurs of fine whiskeys a great way to spend a few taste bud-

tantalizing hours. If you need a good fall-and-winter project, just 

go down the list of Whiskey Kitchen menu selections until you 

have tried all SEVENTY of our taste-tempting beverage options in 

the Whiskey Kitchen at Doc’s.  We also have a great selection of 

wines, cocktails, and specialty drinks.  

Our seven-day-a-week schedule, offering both lunch and 

dinner service – plus Sunday Brunch -, fills a big void in the Mon-

key Island list of dining options. Doc’s is the only restaurant on 

the Island offering such service. It is also worth noting that Doc’s 

is also the only place you can get a cocktail seven days a week 

before 4:00 p.m. on the Island. We are open daily from 11:00 a.m. 

mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
mailto:linda.wall@shangrilaok.com
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NEW HOURS OF OPERATION 

We hate it, but darkness is arriving earlier each day that passes 

this time of year. With the end of Daylight Saving Time for 2020, 

Shangri-La Marina will begin winter hours of operation November 1. 

We will continue to serve our customers from 9:00-5:00 Monday-

Saturday, but the marina will be closed on Sundays during the winter 

months. 

PLAN AHEAD – MARINA WINTERIZATION COMING 

As temperatures continue to drop, it won’t be long before our 

beautiful Fall weather turns to not-so-beautiful freezing nighttime tem-

peratures. That means winterization is coming to Shangri-La Marina. 

Plan ahead if you need water at your boat – or if you need pump-out 

services before winterizing your boat. 

We will winterize the water system at the marina mid-

November. We’ll be keeping a close eye on the forecast to determine 

the exact date, and I’ll keep you informed. To be safe, plan to com-

plete your pre-winter pump-outs and any other needs that require 

water at the docks prior to November 15. If you are not going to be 

at the marina before then, and you need a pump-out, just give us a 

call. We are happy to offer concierge service to get your boat from its 
slip, pump it out, and return it. 

We will continue to offer fuel Monday-Saturday throughout the 

winter months. 

IT’S TIME TO WINTERIZE YOUR BOAT, TOO! 

More and more boaters are extending their boating season year-

round. If you are in that group, be sure you have boat safe heaters 

installed in your engine compartment – and either winterize your 

water systems and head, or utilize safe space heaters with cabinet 

doors open to protect those water-filled lines. 

If you do not plan to boat year-round, the time has arrived to 

schedule your winterization. Contact Tyler Sourjohn at Nichols Ma-

rine to schedule your winterization and provide him with details of the 

exact work you want to have done. Contact Tyler at Nichols Marine 

at 918-257-5500 to get on the schedule.  

WINTER MERCHANDISE AT THE SHIP STORE 

The Ship Store remains open Monday-Saturday and we invite you 

to come see some newly arrived apparel. We have long-sleeved tees, 

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Shangri-La Marina Manager Mitch Whitehead 

rain gear, and some really fabulous lady’s hoodies that are very 

popular! If you are among the lucky ones heading for vacation 

dates in warmer climates, we know it’s hard to find swim suits 

this time of year – but we have them at the Ship Store, includ-

ing suits for the little ones. 

BOAT SALES AT NICHOLS MARINE AT SHANGRI-LA 

Inventory is a little low at the moment, but it’s a perfect 

time for boat buyers.  Nichols Marine at Shangri-La still has a 

few available new models on the sales dock – including a 28GT 

Chris-Craft Launch, a 302 Robalo center console, a Chaparral 

317 SSX bowrider, and a Chaparral 347 bowrider with mid-

cabin including generator, heat & air. We also have our first 

2021 arrivals - a 30-foot Chaparral Surf, a Robalo 272, and an 

awesome new 2021 Bennington 25QX that has unparalleled 

looks and features. We are also receiving several of Benning-

ton’s new L-Series of tritoons with either Yamaha or Mercury 

outboards.  

It has been an unusual year. Demand is higher than in re-

cent years and may require a little advance planning for those 

interested in specific models. We have been notified by boat 
manufacturers that models ordered right now may not arrive 

until the first of May, depending on the model.  

This is not the year to wait until the Tulsa Boat Show. 

Due to the unusual events of the year and the shortage of avail-

able new models, only three boat dealers will be participating in 

the Tulsa Show. There will be an outstanding “Virtual Boat 

Show” allowing you to shop models available from Grand Lake 

dealers on line, but smart buyers will order their new boats 

now, so there won’t be any chance of starting the summer 

without that new boat. 

Come check out available models. You can view the com-

plete Nichols Marine new and used boat inventory at 

www.nicholsmarine.com. It’s a great time to buy! 

SLIP RENTAL 

For the fourth consecutive month, Shangri-La Marina is 

100% full. All our slips are rented. However, things change – 

and we are keeping a waiting list of people anxious to join the 

Shangri-La Marina family. If you know someone who would like 

to be a part of our marina family, please have them contact us 

to get on the waiting list. As you know, Shangri-La slip renters 

pay no initiation fee if they want to become a member of Shan-

gri-La and be a part of the ever-growing list of year-round op-

tions for family fun! I look forward to seeing you soon! 

http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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Resort Hotel Manager Brett Wisdom 

Shangri-La’s Resort Hotel Manager Brett Wisdom 

is certainly no stranger to the business. A native of 

Miami, Oklahoma, Brett has managed hotels both near 

and far. After majoring in Finance at the University of 

Oklahoma and receiving his degree in Hotel/Restaurant 

Management from Oklahoma State University, he head-

ed east, working for the Air Force managing clubs in 

Coco Beach, Florida. 

“We supported nearby Cape Canaveral, so I got 

to see a lot of the space shuttle launches firsthand. It 

was pretty cool,” he says. 

His first hotel management job was in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming, before returning to Oklahoma, managing a 

Residence Inn and a Holiday Inn Express in Tulsa. 

“Then I had a chance to return home to Miami and 

open a Hampton Inn. I ran that for eight years,” he 

recalls. He also worked as General Manager of Miami 

Country Club back in the day – from 1993 to 1999. 

“I enjoyed that job a lot,” he says. “That’s why 

Shangri-La is a dream job for me. I love golf, great res-
taurants, and managing hotels. All the things I love are 

right here in one spot! 

Brett came to Shangri-La from Buffalo Run Casino 

Hotel in Miami. He joined the Shangri-La Team in 

March, 2018. 

“Hotel management is a lot of fun to me,” Brett 

reflects. “There’s always something new. The best thing 

about it is meeting so many different people – then 

creating an atmosphere for those new friends that 

Staff Spotlight: Brett Wisdom 
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

Todd Gayer once again stepped up with Armada Distributing as title sponsor 

of the 2020 Folds Classic at Shangri-La. He and his team of Doug Schoppa, 

Jerry Sherwood and Ramin Toraby brought a strong game again this year  

and placed 1st in the Second Flight. Great playing guys!!! 

makes them want to come back time and again. 

“As with any job, there are challenges, but I’ve been doing 

this a long time. I love the family feel here – and the teamwork of 

the entire staff at Shangri-La. It’s a great place to work. Our staff 

is the key. It’s a great hard-working group of people who love 

what they do and they’re really good at what they do.”  

Brett’s success in the hotel management arena is a result of 

his hands-on style, and his devotion to providing support and back

-up to the dozens of staff members who make Shangri-La hotel 

the favored destination it has become. 

“It’s my job to make sure they have all the tools, training, and 

support to exceed the expectations of our members and guests. I 

know it’s possible for people to get into jobs where they feel 

totally lost. It’s my job to make sure that never happens at Shangri

-La. I was once told that if a hotel manager is doing the job right, 

you’ll feel totally useless. That means everyone on the staff is 

comfortable in their position and confident in their work. That’s 

my goal!” 

Brett commutes daily from his home in Miami and loves 

spending time with his kids, a 14-year-old daughter Addison and a 
12-year-old son Jaxson, both of whom attend school at Thomas 

Jefferson Independent Day School in Joplin. He brings that same 

family attitude with him to work, as well. 

“This is home for our guests, while they’re away from home. 

Our job is to make their stay as pleasant as possible,” he says. “I 

just want our team to be like a big family. I’m excited to be a part 

of the Shangri-La family, working to assure our guests that the 

hotel, golf course, club, and restaurants are one big cohesive unit. 

This is truly a great place to work.” 
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Thomas Henson from the University of Central Missouri took top 

collegiate honors at the Shangri-La Invitational presented by Air  

Comfort Solutions held October 12, 2020 at Shangri-La Golf Club  

on Grand Lake O’ The Cherokees. 

Page 6 The Horizon: November 2020 

(Top Left) Christian Yanovitch takes Scholastic Honors at the Shangri-La 

Invitational firing a 79-73-152. (Top Right) Congratulations to Shangri-

La member Vicki Graper of Monkey Island on her 2nd career Hole in 

One scored Friday, October 16, 2020 at Shangri-La Golf Club. Vicki 

accomplished the feat when she holed out her driver from 152 yards on 

#2 Legends. The shot was witnessed by her friends Candy Couch, Susie 

Kraft and Ann Turner. Great shot Vicki! (Left) Congratulations to Dale 

Frack of Joplin, Mo on his first career Hole in One carded Thursday, 

October 1, 2020 at Shangri-La Golf Club.  Dale aced #4 Legends at 

Shangri-La with a 4-iron from 152 yards. The feat was made more 

special because it was witnessed by his sons Ethan and Seth, as well as 

Connor Niemeyer. Great shot Dale! 

Griffen Locke topped the leaderboard in the professional division to 

take home the Shangri-La Invitational Championship trophy. 

Shangri-La Invitational 
Presented by  
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Member Profile: Jeff  & Diane Moll 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Jeff and Diane Moll: From one Grand Lake to Another! 

Jeff and Diane Moll are arguably the most dedicated of all Grand 

Lakers. Until recently, they owned two homes at Grand Lake – one 

at Grand Lake, Colorado and one at Grand Lake, Oklahoma. They 

have since sold their Grand Lake, Colorado home. Their Grand Lake 

life is now exclusively an Oklahoma adventure. 

Jeff grew up in Wisconsin, Diane in Minnesota – but their prima-

ry home is now on the golf course at Red Rocks Country Club in 

Morrison, Colorado just outside of Denver. After graduating from 

college in Wisconsin, Jeff decided to make the move to Colorado 

immediately. 

“My senior year of college in Wisconsin, the winter temperature 

never got above zero, so I moved to Colorado with no job.” 

“And he’s still looking,” Diane jokes. 

In reality, he found a job quickly, first as a CPA in public ac-

counting, then working for a contractor. That job stuck. In 1990 he 

bought a portion of the company, and still owns the Englewood, Col-

orado-based Southwest Concrete Pumping company with branch 

operations in Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Colorado and Atlanta. 

Diane’s trek to Colorado went through North Dakota where 

she went to college before going into the food & beverage business. 
“I actually owned a Wendy’s in Fargo, North Dakota for five 

years,” she says. “It was great money, but there was no time for fami-

ly, so I sold the restaurant and took a job doing data entry for Blue 

Cross Blue Shield of North Dakota making $4.97 an hour!” 

Eventually, she moved up the ladder into management and 

opened BCBS’s first remote office in Denver with a staff of 200. Her 

professional focus has always been on Medicare. 

“Ever since it started,” Jeff laughs. 

The federal government farms out Medicare/Medicaid claims 

payment to private companies, and Diane’s success in the private 

sector led to her being recruited by the federal government, 

“basically to oversee what I had been doing at Blue Cross 

Blue Shield,” she explains. She recently retired as Deputy 

Regional Administrator for Centers for Medicare and Medi-

caid Services, supervising operations in ten states for the 

Department of Health and Human Services.  

Although Jeff and Diane grew up in neighboring states 

along the Canadian border, they never met until both had 

moved to Colorado. 

“I was in a bar with some friends and Diane walked in 

and sat on the other side of the bar,” Jeff recalls. “She looked 

different than everyone else in there. She actually looked like 

she had a little class! So, I asked if I could sit with her.” 

Apparently, things went well, because Jeff left with her 

cell phone number. A month later, he called – and they went 

on their first date. 

“It wasn’t a great start,” Jeff admits. “We went to a bar 

in Morrison and ran into a bunch of guys I knew. I introduced 

her as Denise.” 

“To this day, when we’re out drinking and I get a little 

out of hand, I’m ‘Denise.’ When I’m normal, I’m ‘Diane’,” she 
laughs. 

After three years, they were married in one of the 

world’s most romantic settings – St. Michael’s Church in 

Mondsee, Austria which movie goers will recognize from the 

wedding of Maria & George von Trapp’s wedding in “The 

Sound of Music.” They topped off their stay at a Five Star 

Austrian luxury hotel. 

“I asked the clerk the price of the cheapest king-size 

room. I think they said $280,” Jeff recalls. 

“We asked about the next upgrade,” Diane adds, “and 

they said $3,500 a night! Naturally, we took the $280 room.” 

When the bellman took them to the room, though, it 

had only a single bed. Embarrassed at the error, the bellman 

took them to a luxury multi-room suite. The Molls recall 

charging food and drinks to the room, utilizing the hotel 

limousine service, and enjoying meals; but when they 

checked out, their total tab was just $280. 

“They probably felt sorry for us when we said we were 

getting married and asked about the price of their cheapest 

room,” Diane says, jokingly.  

The story of this funny and fun-loving couple’s arrival at 

Grand Lake, Oklahoma is a story of a search for the ideal 

spot. They already had a vacation home in Grand Lake, Colo-

rado. But, with an elevation of 8,369 feet boating is normally 

a chilly adventure and swimming in the cold waters is only 

for the toughest and bravest souls. Even though it is Colora-

do’s largest and deepest lake, it doesn’t compare to larger 

lakes in Oklahoma. 

“There aren’t any really great lakes in Colorado,” Jeff 

confides, “and we love lakes. We looked in Texas, but just 

didn’t fall in love. I had some friends who had moved to Ar-

kansas, and I looked around there, too. When I got to Okla-

homa, I found Grand Lake, and the search was over. Most 

places you can’t build on the water. We loved that about 

Grand Lake; and we already liked Grand Lake, Colorado – so 

it was like an omen. 

“We wanted a place on a lake and a golf course, so 

Continued on page 10…  



 

Not only did Snow White show up 

at the SLWGA Halloween Lunch-

eon – so did all the 7 Dwarfs 

(SLWGA Board members).  
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Our last play day on October 26 was a rain out; however, 

we did have our end of year luncheon.  SLWGA Board voted to 

'give back' to the members--giving each member a $25.00 gift 

card to Shangri-La.  If you did not attend the luncheon, stop by 

and pick up from Katelin Threet. 

 

HERE IS THE 2021 SLWGA BOARD: 

President-Cheryl Brecheisen 

Vice President-Peggy Howard Burgess 

Secretary-Candy Couch 

Treasurer-Linda McCulla 

Publicity-Candy Brasel 

Member at Large-Peggy Blair 

Past President-Judi Barber 

18 and 9 hole Chair-Jan Castelli 

 

Awards for 2020:  CONGRATS TO ALL! 

Most Improved-Ann Turner-18 hole 

                         Linda McCulla-9 hole 

 
Eagle-Carol Cable 

 

We had 64 birdies for the season 

 

Points winner:  Pat Dunn-1st, Jan Castelli-2nd - 9 hole 

                         Kim Quillen-Peggy Howard Burgess-3rd 

                         Candy Brasel-18 hole 

 

Ringer Box:      Susan Jones, Low Gross-9 hole 

                        Jan Castelli & Pat Dunn-Low Net 

                        Ann Turner Low Gross-18 hole 

                       Candy Brasel-Low Net-18 hole 

 

HERE IS THE END OF MY HISTORY OF WOMEN'S PRO-

FESSIONAL GOLF:  Golf returned to the Olympics in 2016 and 

Inbee Park became the first gold medalist in golf since the 

1900s.  

SLWGA News 
Contributed by Gaylyn Haynes 

SLWGA 2020 President Judi Barber showed up as Snow White at the 

season-end Halloween SLWGA Halloween Luncheon. 
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Shangri-La Member Ron Young kicked off the Folds of Honor Classic 

with his stirring rendition of the Star Spangled Banner. 

Folds Classic Runner- Up Richard Lippitt, Bradley Jumper, Spencer 

Londagin and Scott Brecheisen finished just out of 1st place  

with a 19 under par 53. Great playing guys! 

Congratulations to the Champions of the 2020 Western Son Folds 

Classic presented by Armada Distributing: Wes Moffatt, David Dawley, 

Mike Gaskins and John Stewart defended their title by shooting a 21 

under par 51 Gross at Shangri-La October 4. The Event has raised over 

$175,000 for the Folds of Honor over the past 9 years. Congrats guys! 

 

2020 Folds of Honor Classic  
Presented by Armada Distributing 

 

We raised nearly $20,000 for the 
cause!!! Thanks to all partici-
pants and partners for helping 
make the event a great success 

again this year. 
This year’s Folds of Honor classic was another sell-out  

with 152 participating golfers! 

The Team of Zach Decker, Mike McCurdy, Lance Ledbetter  

and Toby Keith enjoyed the beautiful day at Shangri-La! 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Daily 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00 am-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

(Subject to Change ) 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
4:00-9:00 p.m. Thursday 

4:00-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

Members Only Thursday-Saturday 

Open to the Public Sunday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Closed for the Season 

 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Closed temporarily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

when our realtor started showing us places on 

Monkey Island, we were home. We bought that 

day!” 

They bought a condo on the Shangri-La Golf 

Course, bought a golf cart and a boat, joined the 

Shangri-La Golf Club – and the rest is history. 

The Molls have sold their house at Grand Lake, 

Colorado. They are still official Grand Lakers! But 

now they are Oklahoma Grand Lakers. 

The two enjoy golf, boating – both power-

boating and sailing. They also enjoy traveling, both 

in their motor home and abroad. Their favorite 

spot is the British Virgin Islands where they have 

done bareboat sailing charters many times. They 

love exploring new venues. 

“And drinking,” Diane laughs before adding, 

“or should we say ‘socializing’?” Their love of 

“socializing” has made them instantly popular on 

Grand Lake’s Monkey Island where fun is the 

rule of the day. 

“We absolutely love it here. We love the 

lake and boating on the lake,” Diane says. “We 

love the area, but more than anything, we love 

the people. We both grew up in small towns 

and Monkey Island has a great small-town feel. 

We also love boating and we love golf, so it’s 

perfect to live on a golf course at the edge of 

Grand Lake. 

“Colorado will always be our base,” she 

says. “All our kids and grandkids are within a 

few miles of our home in Morrison, so that 

will always be our base…but that doesn’t 

mean we have to be there,” she laughs. “I’m 

sure we’ll be spending more and more time at 

Grand Lake – Oklahoma.”  

Continued from page 7…  

After a four-day rain delay, work on the $10 million activity park at Shangri-La is back on track. Tennis 

& Pickleball courts are poured and the indoor facilities are under construction. 


