
 

Memorial Day Behind Us, 4
th

 of July Ahead: 
Shangri-La Proven to be the Ultimate Destination 

By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

tensive menu choices next 

week. 

We continue our line-up of 

outstanding live entertainment 

each Saturday at Eddy’s Lakeside 

Bar this month, including Brett 

& Terri, 5th Element, Western 

Justice, and Torn. 5th Element 

and Western Justice will also 

provide next months Independ-

ence Day entertainment July 3 

and 4, respectively. Terry Jordan 

continues to provide fabulous 

entertainment at The Summit 

Restaurant Saturday and Sunday 

evenings.  

I can’t tell you how hum-

bling it is to enjoy the ac-

ceptance of our members and 

guests of our attempts to main-
tain our high standards during 

the difficult times of the past 

three months. We now join the 

majority of Oklahoma business-

es and citizens who are moving 

forward – cautiously. 

DOC’S BAR AND GRILL 

As we continue to staff up 

at Shangri-La, our plan is to 

tinue this month on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. at 

the indoor pool at the resort 

hotel, conducted by certified 

instructor Mary Ellen Risinger. 

Starting June 1, daily Infant 

Aquatics classes are also fea-

tured at the indoor pool. If you 

would like to sign up for either 

of these rewarding programs, 

please contact Katelin Threet at 

918-257-7720 or email Kate-

lin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

EDDY’S AND SUMMIT 

Due to both the Corona-

virus, staff shortages, and inter-

ruption of food supply chains 

during the height of the pan-

demic, both Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

and The Summit Restaurant 
have been operating with lim-

ited menus in order to maintain 

the quality of food and service 

that our members and guests 

expect and deserve, while deal-

ing with the challenges of these 

times. The menu at Eddy’s 

Lakeside Bar has been expand-

ed this week; and The Summit 

Restaurant will have more ex-
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

What an incredible Memorial 

Day holiday weekend at Shangri-La 

Resort. The sold-out resort hotel, 

the warm reception for the bands 

at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar, the capaci-

ty crowds at the Summit, and the 

incredibly busy golf course and 

marina operations certainly 

demonstrated that Grand Lake is 

on the road to recovery from the 

devastation brought on by the 

COVID-19 virus. As we enter the 

third and final stage of Governor 

Stitt’s “Open Up and Recover 

Safely” plan (OURS), we are con-

tinuing our phased in reopening 

and expanded services at all Shan-

gri-La venues. 

The resort hotel, golf course, 

Turn House, marina operations, 
spa and fitness center facilities, 

pools, steam room, sauna and hot 

tub, the new and expanded 

poolside bar, Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

and the Summit Restaurant have, 

of course, already reopened, but 

we continue the hard work of 

returning to some sense of nor-

malcy in our operations. 

Water Aerobics classes con-

Continued on page 2…  
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reopen Doc’s Bar & Grill to dine-in service 

under COVID-19 protocol the middle of this 

month. We have discontinued grocery pack-

ages as the demand driven by the virus con-

cerns has diminished significantly in the last 

two weeks, but we continue to offer pizza, 

wine, and beer for curbside pick-up at Doc’s. 

Just call 918-257-7777 to place your order.  

We are as anxious as you are to rein-

state our weekly special events like trivia and 

karaoke at Doc’s, but we must move cau-

tiously. The health and safety of our staff, 

members, and guests continues to be our 

number one priority. Hang tight. It won’t be 

long.  

MONKEY ISLAND FIREWORKS JULY 3 

With the Memorial Day holiday week-

end behind us, the 4th of July celebration 

looms just ahead. The Monkey Island Fire-

works will once again be held at Shangri-La 
Resort this year, and we are looking forward 

to a fabulous celebration Friday night, July 3.  

I am very appreciative of the hard work 

already put in by both the Shangri-La staff 

and the Monkey Island Fireworks Commit-

tee, Peggy Howard, Doug Smith, and Mike 

Williams. We are all especially appreciative 

of the many who have already donated to 

efforts to fund the fireworks display this 

year. If you have not already donated to this 

great celebration, I hope you will take a mo-

ment to do so right now. Make your check 

payable to Monkey Island Fireworks, and 

mail it to Monkey Island Fireworks, 30397 

South 567 Road, Unit 63, Monkey Island, OK 

74331. Please don’t put off your donation. 

As we start the month of June, the fireworks 

committee is still $20,000 short of meeting 

their commitments for the show. Your help 

is really important to our efforts to make 

this a very special celebration of our nation’s 

independence. As the fireworks committee 

reminds us, “Freedom isn’t free – and nei-

ther are the fireworks we use to celebrate 

it.” 

ON THE GOLF COURSE 

The golf course at Shangri-La has re-

mained incredibly busy throughout the pan-

demic. Thank you to all the thousands of 

players who paid close attention to COVID-

19 protocol, allowing us to continue our 

operations and provide a safe, and healthy 

recreational opportunity for some many of 

our members and guests, alike.  

Weather, regrettably, caused us to 

cancel the traditional Memorial Weekend 

Alternate Shot Horse Race, but the tradi-

tional Dock Shots competition drew a great 

crowd for an evening of challenging fun.  

Fun on the golf course continues with 
intensity this month. Both the Shangri-La 

Women’s Golf Association and Men’s Golf 

Continued from page 1…  
Association return to the course this 

month for their regularly scheduled plan. 

Our weekly “Yellow Rabbit Run” horse 

race is on schedule every Friday afternoon 

at 5:00. PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanov-

itch also has some extracurricular fun 

events this month including a Long Drive 

Challenge (June 6), a Couples Mixer (June 

13), and a Closest to the Hole competition 

(June 27). Fathers Day is June 21 – and 

dads will play free at Shangri-La on their 

special day.  

Youngsters are always a focus at 

Shangri-La, and June is once again time for 

the Junior Players Academy (June 22-24). 

This event has grown ever year – and is 

one of our most popular events of the year 

for the young golfers. Contact the Golf 

Shop to sign up your future star. 

MEMBERSHIP CONTINUES  
TO GROW 

I am absolutely thrilled at the contin-

ued interest and growth in membership at 

Shangri-La Golf Club. Even through the 

pandemic, our membership continues to 

grow. We have had 43 new members join 

our club this year – twenty-two of them in 

the month of May alone! I think it is safe to 

say no other club is experiencing that kind 

of growth in this particular time in our 

history. I am so grateful – and so proud!  

BOAT AND PWC RENTALS, YACHT 

CHARTERS AND PARASAILING 

Boat and personal watercraft rentals 

at Sail Grand located at Shangri-La Marina 

are now available for the 2020 season, 

along with yacht charters, and Oklahoma’s 

only parasailing adventuress. To make 

rental, charter, or parasailing reservations, 

please contact Sail Grand directly at 918-

257-6000. 

ACTIVITY PARK 

If you have driven past the new Activ-

ity Park venue, you can see daily progress 

on our construction of that exciting new 

facility. Crews are working feverishly; and 

we are hopeful of having many of the out-

door facilities available for use in Novem-

ber 2020 with plans to complete the in-

door facilities for opening April, 2021. 

 If you have any pull with Mother 

Nature, please utilize that influence to stop 

the rain. That is the only obstacle to com-

pleting our outdoor courts this year. We 

had planned on early August, but, with the 

recent rain and thunderstorms, November 

seems more likely now. We are struggling 

to do the dirt work over and over, due to 

delays brought on by the rains. 

SPREADING THE NEWS 
We are so fortunate to have had 

several national sports & entertainment 

celebrities, state and national political lead-

ers, and business leaders join us at Shangri-

La in the past couple of weeks, helping to 

spread the word of all we have to offer, 

We are also grateful for the continuing 

coverage in a variety of well respected 

publications. The Oklahoma City based 

Journal-Record newspaper has chosen 

Shangri-La as their northeastern Oklahoma 

destination feature in their annual Location 

Oklahoma economic guide. Golf Oklahoma 

Magazine, Tee Times Magazine, and Desti-

nation Golfer have all featured Shangri-La 

in their most recent publications, and Mid-

west Golfing Magazine plans an extensive 

feature on our resort in their June issue. 

We are eternally grateful, of course, to 

our local Grand Lake publications, The 

Grove and South Grand Lake chambers of 

commerce, Grand Lake Living,  and the 

Grand Lake Association for keeping tour-

ists and residents current on all our resort 

has to offer.  
JOIN THE SHANGRI-LA  

COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the entertainment atmosphere for their 

families.  In our newest residential devel-

opment, The Ridge at Shangri-La, fourteen 

new homes have been sold! We have one 

newly completed home nearing completion 

that is ready for move-in.  We also have a 

new furnished model home available for 

touring! 

The only remaining home left in the 

Gallery is the furnished Model Home on 

lot #13.  Come check out this beautiful 

gated community directly across from the 

clubhouse! 

If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in making the Shangri-La lifestyle a 

permanent lifestyle, please contact Lane 

Worley at Coldwell Banker Shangri-La 

Realty to view our current inventory or 

design a new home! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S FREE 

MOBILE APP 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

the best way to stay current with Shangri-

La’s special offerings and events as well as 

current events and weather conditions. All 

you have to do to download the app is 

text the word GRAND to 855-339-2122. 

It’s that easy. You can also follow our pro-

gress and our upcoming events on our 

website at www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us 

on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter and 

Instagram. 

I couldn’t be more excited about our 
team, our members, our guests, and our 

plans for continued growth and improve-

ment of services and amenities at Shangri-

La. As always, our commitment is to you! 

The 2020 season at Shangri-La is officially – 

once again - underway! 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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return of Brett & Terri (6/6), as well as 5th Ele-

ment (6/13), Western Justice (6/20), and Torn 

(6/27).  

The talented Terry Jordan continues to 

entertain weekly on Saturday and Sunday 

nights at The Summit Restaurant.  

Upcoming This Month – the Reopening of 

Doc’s! 

It’s no surprise that our most frequently 

asked question is, “When is Doc’s Reopen-

ing?” If things continue as they have in the last 

few days with our supply chain – and if we 

continue to have hiring success – the answer 

is June 17. That’s our target for reopening for 

dine-in service at Doc’s. More details on that 

later. 

In the meantime, we continue to offer 

pizza to go from Doc’s, as well as beer and 

wine, available for curbside or hotel pick-up. 

Just call 918-257-7777 to place your order 
from 11:00 until 8:00 every day.  

We also get a lot of questions about 

when we will resume our weekly Shrimp Boils. 

There are still some pretty rocky road blocks 

in that particular supply chain, but we are 

working out the kinks daily, and I’m hopeful 

that we’ll be able to crank up that fun weekly 

party soon. We’ll let you know.  

No More Groceries! 

As the impact of the Coronavirus contin-

ues to ease, more and more people are obvi-

ously comfortable leaving their homes and 

returning to traditional grocery shopping. I am 

so glad we were able to help ease the concern 

of our members with the offering of our gro-

cery packages available for curbside pick-up 

from Doc’s; but the return to at least some 

semblance of normalcy has reduced demand 

for that service to the point we feel it is safe 

to discontinue our groceries-to-go program. 

We have returned our focus to food WE 

cook instead of food YOU cook.  

We’re here for you, and we continue to 

expand both our menus and our venues availa-

ble to our incredible members and guests at 

Shangri-La Resort.  

Hopefully, we’ll soon have the COVID-19 

issues in our rearview mirror. We’re as ready 

for that as you are, I promise. Thank you so 

much for your continued support and for your 

kind compliments about our food & beverage 

service – and thank you for including Shangri-

La as your go-to source for food, beverages – 

and fun!. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Culinary Operations 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is unquestionably one of the most popular 

dining & drinking destinations on Grand Lake! 

The Memorial Day weekend proved one thing for sure: Okies are ready to get 

out of the house! Both the Summit Restaurant and Eddy’s Lakeside Bar had incredibly 

busy weekends – and all our members and guests were so understanding of the trials 

we have been facing. I must say,  

I’m equally proud of our team. They worked long, hard hours under difficult cir-

cumstances and their efforts resulted in so many really nice comments from our 

members, guests, and customers. 

By the way, if you have not taken advantage of our expanded pool bar operation 

at the resort pool at the hotel, I think you will be pleased. Our crew there is taking 

every advantage of expanded operating and serving space, additional equipment and 

beverage offerings; and they are knocking it out of the park. Response has been fan-

tastic! 

The pandemic, coupled with difficulties in the food delivery chain, and staff short-

ages have forced many temporary changes; but our staff and guests rolled with the 

punches and took advantage of our reduced number of menu offerings due to those 

bumps in the road. I am very proud to be a part of this team – and I’m equally proud 

of the fantastic customers who are kind enough to share their time and their dining & 

entertainment dollars at Shangri-La. 

Expanding Menus! 

Now, the good news. Last weekend, easing of some of our obstacles enabled us 
to return to our full menu at Eddy’s. Thank you for your patience during the time we 

were only able to offer limited options. 

It looks like we will also have enough of a return to normalcy to allow an expan-

sion of our menu offerings at The Summit by June 11. Keep your fingers crossed, but 

things look good for that opportunity right now. 

The Turn House at the club house has also stepped up their operation. That’s a 

great place to pick up a grab-and-go sandwich or hot dog and your favorite beverage 

seven days a week from 8:00-6:00.  

Great Fun at Eddy’s – and the Summit! 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar was the first venue in the Grand Lake area to restore live 

entertainment. Crowds were thrilled with the performances of Big Smitty on Memorial 

Weekend and Whiskey Poet Society to wrap up the month. Kudos to entertainers Brett 

& Terri who were ready to kick off their Memorial Day matinee performance when 

the downpour of rain hit. Unruffled, they just grabbed acoustic guitars and a harmoni-

ca, ducked under the gazebo and continued to entertain a delighted group of fans.  

We have a great entertainment line-up at Eddy’s this month, too including the 
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I have never seen a boating season on Grand Lake start so early 

with so much activity. It’s fantastic. The “peak” boating season that nor-

mally starts in May actually started in March this year. The Memorial 

Day holiday weekend traffic at Shangri-La Marina and Eddy’s Lakeside 

Bar more closely resembled the 4th of July than the typical Memorial 

Day.  

With so many people working from home and children out of 

school, more people have been at the lake earlier in the season – and 

they are on the water! I would ask your help with one thing, in that 

regard. If you have friends or family members who are authorized to use 

your boat and/or personal watercraft – and utilize your charge account 

at the ship store, PLEASE give us a heads-up at the Ship Store. We want 

to assure you that we are protecting the integrity of your account. We 

are happy to accommodate your guests who are authorized to use your 

charge account when using your boat, but we do not allow anyone to 

charge to your account unless you have specifically authorized them to 

do so!  

IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WANTS A SLIP AT  

SHANGRI-LA  – HURRY! 

If you know someone who would like to join our family of spider-
free slip renters at Shangri-La Marina and spend more time boating and 

less time cleaning, have them get in touch with us quickly. Out of our 

229 slips, we only have 7 slips available. We have two 24-foot slips, one 

32-footer, three 40-foot slips and one 50. That’s it. Demand for slips at 

Shangri-La Marina is at near record levels. 

Remember, slip renters at Shangri-La Marina are exempt from initi-

ation fees when signing up as members at Shangri-La Resort. In many 

cases, that savings alone is enough to make up for a year’s worth of slip 

rent. 

BOAT & PWC RENTALS, YACHT CHARTERS & PARASAILING 

Pontoons, tritoons, jet boats, and personal watercraft rentals are 

available at Sail Grand Waterfront, located on Dock 2 at Shangri-La 

Marina. The only parasailing adventures available in the entire State of 

Oklahoma are also available at Sail Grand. Charters of a 64-foot Blue-

water Yacht are also available for groups of 2-25. For reservations, in-

formation, rates, and details of our COVID-19 protocol for boat rentals 

and yacht charters, please contact Sail Grand directly at 918-257-

6000.  

GREAT OFFERINGS IN THE SHIP STORE 

In addition to an excellent supply of boating supplies and accesso-

ries, the Ship Store shelves are full of clothing, footwear, hats, caps, 

boating supplies, and souvenirs. Ice cream treat supplies have been re-

Dock Talk 
by Mitch Whitehead, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Congratulations to Gene Larson, the proud owner of the very first Chris-Craft Catalina 30 center console on Grand Lake! 

plenished and we have a fantastic selection of beer, including 

the all new Grand Lake Light Ale. We also stock standards 

like Budweiser Nitro Reserve, Bud Light, Miller Lite, Coors 

Light, Michelob Ultra, as well as Bud Light Seltzer, White 

Claw Seltzer, and popular imports like Modelo and Peroni 

Italiano! Check it out. 

Ladies summer tops & tees are on hand along with a 

new shipment of the popular Hippy Hop shot glasses & wine 

cups. Swimwear (including children’s sizes), footwear, all-

weather gear, hoodies, pants, cover-ups, souvenir “monkey 

tees and hats (including sizes for your little ones) – a com-

plete selection of logoed apparel is available along with popu-

lar Epoch and Maui Jim sunglasses. We have a great selection 

of Shangri-La beach towels, too. 

We have a wide array of great souvenirs – boat safe 

beverage containers, foldable ice containers – even popular 

Monkey Island monkeys for the little ones (or your boat). If 

you forgot your iPhone or iPad charger, we have ‘em. We 

even have ear buds. We’re open seven days a week from 

9:00 ‘til 5:00 – at least. Come see us! 
BOAT SALES AT NICHOLS MARINE AT SHANGRI-LA 

The sales dock is full at Shangri-La Marina and a wide 

variety of additional new boat models are in stock at Nichols 

Marine at Shangri-La. 

No matter what you’re looking for, you’re sure to find 

the perfect match in our wide array of available models. We 

offer a wide variety of new boats ranging in size from 20-feet 

to 34-feet – including new models from Chaparral, Chris-

Craft, Robalo center console boats, Vortex jet boats, Mas-

terCraft wakeboard/wake surf boats, and the popular Ben-

nington pontoons and tritoons. Nichols Marine also offers 

Ranger, Triton, and Vexus bass boats – and an ever-changing 

selection of pre-owned boats. Check out the complete in-

ventory of  new and pre -owned boats at 

www.nicholsmarine.com.  

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU! 

With our convenient mid-lake location at the #1 resort 

in the four-states area, it’s no wonder Shangri-La Marina is 

the top choice for Grand Lake boaters. We have free wi-fi, 

shower facilities for slip renters, and year-round restroom 

facilities. We’re always happy to see you. 

http://www.nicholsmarine.com
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Kaleb Forkner returns home where he belongs. 

Kaleb Forkner is back home! After a three-year ab-

sence, he returned to his position as Assistant Golf Profes-

sional at Shangri-La in mid-April.  

“It’s great to be back home. I can’t believe there are 

so many new members,” he laughed. “There are a lot of 

familiar faces, but there are a lot of new faces, too. The 

staff and members have all been great,” he added. “It’s like I 

never left. 

Kaleb describes golf as his “passion.” After taking up 

the game as a youngster, he played for four years on his 

high school golf team at Webb City, Missouri before joining 

the heralded golf team at Missouri Southern State Universi-

ty.  

“When I was in college, I got a job at Eagle Creek Golf 

Club (at Downstream Casino in Joplin). When I finished my 

second year of college, I was offered a job as an Assistant 

Pro at Eagle Creek – so my work schedule forced me to 

leave the golf team at MSSU.” 

He stayed in school, though, graduating with a Bache-

lor of Science degree in Business Administration, majoring 
in Marketing. 

“Hopefully, that demonstrates my commitment to 

finishing what I start,” Kaleb says. “There are so many peo-

ple who want to get into the golf business, I wanted to find 

some way to set myself apart. I think getting my degree 

demonstrates my willingness and ability to achieve the 

goals I set.” 

Apparently, he’s right. Kaleb had befriended Shangri-

La’s Lead Assistant Pro Ryan Dalton when they took PGA 

seminars together. A friendship ensued, and they began 

playing golf together when the opportunity arose. 

Kaleb left Eagle Creek about in 2015, taking a job at 

Terradyne Country Club in Wichita. A longing for home 

territory took him back to Joplin where he worked briefly 

in medical sales (“I discovered quickly that was not for 

Staff Spotlight: Kaleb Forkner  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

You can’t ever tell who you might run into at Shangri-La. At Eddy’s 

Lakeside Bar, Mike Williams ran into former OU basketball sensation and 

current Atlanta Hawks NBA superstar Trae Young. 

me,” he laughs) and real estate sales. Then came the call. 

“I got a phone from Ryan who I got to know while I was work-

ing at Eagle Creek. We had gone become good friends. I’m so glad 

Ryan called me, because I love Shangri-La. It’s the perfect spot,” he 

says. 

He left the Shangri-La team to take on the General Manager 

duties at Briarbrook Golf Course in Carl Junction, Missouri, then 

made the trek north to Minnesota where he worked as Lead Assis-

tant Golf Professional at Interlachen Country Club in Minneapolis. 

“I came back to Shangri-La because I missed it,” he says. “I 

wanted to get back to where I wanted to be and work with the 

people I love to work with. Everyone has been great! I’m so happy 

to be back.  

Kaleb’s longterm goals are to advance through the profession. 

He is currently at Level Two of the PGA program enroute to a 

Class A PGA Designation which will allow him to pursue a career as 

a teaching pro, a head pro, or a Director of Golf. 

Kaleb has maintained his friendship with the MSSU Head 

Coach, Mike Wheeler; and he looks forward to the MSSU Invita-

tional Tournament returning to Shangri-La where it has been held 
for the past several years. He’s ready to share the Shangri-La envi-

ronment with the college golfers at his Alma Mater who are follow-

ing in his footsteps. 

An avid fisherman and a reader of non-fiction, Kaleb remains 

most passionate about golf – and the facilities and the people of 

Shangri-La. 

“It’s amazing how friendly everyone is here,” he says.  

“Everyone is like family – the staff and members, alike. Everyone has 

been so nice since I got back. It’s just a great environment to be in. 

I’m home.” 
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Folks just wanna have fun! A crew of approximately 150 joined the Dock Shots party over Memorial weekend. 

You can’t ever tell who might show up for Dock Shots competition – even Gumby!! 

For more than two decades, Memorial Weekend has meant a  

Yacht Charter out of Shangri-La for these ladies.  

This year was the 24th annual “Tramp Camp.”  

When a sudden thunderstorm rained out their Memorial Day  

afternoon stage performance at Eddy’s, unruffled entertainers  

Brett & Terri just grabbed acoustic guitars and a harmonica,  

ducked under the gazebo, and provided a great acoustic  

performance for appreciative fans at the bar. 
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Bill & Debbie Howell 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Bill & Debbie Howell: Grand Lakers for life! 

A shared love of family, friends, golf, music, a strong sense of 

community – and Grand Lake.  That sums up the years of marriage 

that began 30 years ago for Bill and Debbie Howell. 

“Debbie came to work for me, we fell in love, and the rest is 

history.” 

That is Bill’s quick summation of life with Debbie.  There is, 

however, a little more to the story – and the long love affair they 

share, not only with each other, but with Grand Lake. 

Debbie was actually born and raised as a Grand Laker.  She 

grew up in the Ketchum area where her father was a pastor simul-

taneously in Methodist churches in Ketchum and Cleora. 

The life of a minister’s family is not always geographically sta-

ble, of course.  By the time Debbie had reached high school age, 

the family had moved to Edmond where she, ironically, attended 

school with Bill’s younger brothers. 

Bill is a fourth generation Edmondite, but his family, too, has 

lengthy ties to Grand Lake. 

“My family started water skiing and boating on Grand Lake in 

the very early 1950s,” he recalls.  “We camped at the back end of 

Drowning Creek.  We had six of everything Coleman ever made,” 
he laughs.   

When Bill graduated from Oklahoma State University, he did 

a stint in the U.S. Army, then went to work for an insurance com-

pany.  In 1970, he joined his father’s independent insurance agency 

in Edmond and, by 1980, had purchased his dad’s interest in How-

ell-Stone Insurance, Inc. 

In the meantime, Debbie was utilizing her accounting degree 

in the property management field, ultimately moving to the posi-

tion of Chief Financial Officer of Oklahoma City-based Yordi Con-

struction. Common friends intervened, paths crossed, and 

stars aligned. Debbie went to work at Howell-Stone.  That’s 

where Bill’s summation of life with Debbie comes in. 

“We fell in love.  The rest is history.” 

In 1979, Bill and some friends had purchased one of the 

original units at Mainstay on Monkey Island. Ultimately taking 

sole ownership, the Mainstay unit was Bill & Debbie’s  Grand 

Lake home from 1986 until about fifteen years ago when they 

purchased their present home in The Villas, also on Monkey 

Island. Their home overlooks both the lake and Champions 

#2 and #3 on the Shangri-La Golf Course. 

In 2005, Bill developed some medical issues and they 

decided to retire.  Grand Lake was the natural choice. They 

kept their home in Edmond, but the commute reversed itself. 

Most of their time was spent at Grand Lake, interspersed 

with weekly trips back to Edmond to visit children and grand-

children.  Their oldest daughter, Emily Steels, now lives in 

Denver, but their son and youngest daughter still live in in the 

Oklahoma City area – Erin Howell in Norman, and Austin 

Greenhaw in Edmond. Both work, in fact, at Howell-Stone.  In 
2015, Bill sold his interest in the agency to his son. 

“So we have once again become full-time residents at 

Shangri-La,” Bill says, “except, we are the odd couple on the 

lake.  Most people come to Grand Lake in the summer.  We 

go to our home in Colorado, near Crested Butte, in the sum-

mer.  We spend a significant amount of time each year – if 

not the entire summer – at our home in Crested Butte.” 

“We sold our Edmond home, finally,” Debbie says, so 

now, we own two homes, each in a separate paradise.”  

Bill and Debbie share a love for golf, as well.  Bill has 

been playing since the 1960’s when his former boss, an avid 

golfer, urged him to take up the game.  The bug bit, as Bill 

says, and he’s been playing ever since. Debbie took up the 

game about 25 years ago. 

“At first, I only played golf because Bill wanted me to.  I 

played at Oak Tree a little – but I didn’t play much until we 

bought our house at The Villas fifteen years ago and I started 

playing at Shangri-La.” 

Today, they are both avid golfers, although recent carpal 

tunnel surgery – and a second upcoming surgery have Bill 

sidelined on the course for a while. Debbie is a member of 

the Women’s Golf Association at Shangri-La where the How-

ells have been club members since the 1970s. 

They also share a deep love for music.  Bill plays guitar, 

mandolin, and “a little bit of banjo.”  Debbie is a singer, still 

performing with the legendary Old Bulldog Band, a 13-member 

band assembled from Edmond High School graduates who 

either played together in band, played in rock ‘n’ roll bands 

together, or sang together in mixed chorus. 

Band members include lawyers, business professionals, 

actuaries, social workers – all different mixes of professions.  

They have become very popular – even made a CD.  

“We play for fun and charity,” Debbie says. “We don’t 

charge anybody. We just like to have fun and help others 

where we can.  If our performance this spring had not been 

canceled due to the Coronavirus pandemic, it would have 

been the tenth year we have performed at Grand Lake for 

Continued on page 10…  
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Congratulations to Ann Turner for shooting a score of 80! Great job, Ann! 

SWLGA met via a Zoom Meeting on May 19, 2020 and discussed our up-

coming season and the changes we will be implementing. 

 

What a time this is!   

We are beginning our playdays on Monday, June 1. 

We understand that every member has different feelings in regard to deal-

ing with the threat of the coronavirus and will honor each person’s 

decisions in regard to playing.  

You may request an individual cart for the playday. 

We request that each golfer please respect social distancing. 

Please use your own discretion in regard to flag poles and rakes.  Some 

members are bringing sanitation wipes with them to the course.   

All tournaments for the year are canceled.  The luncheons that are attached 

to these events are problematic with regard to social distancing.  This 

includes the Eclectic, Grand Lady, Golf for the Cure, and the Un-

mystery Trip.             

We will not collect for chip-ins this season.    

Awards for playday games will be given at the end of the season.   

 
REMINDERS FROM OUR SPORTS CHAIRS  

9-Hole Chair: Jan Castelli 918-261-5099  castellijan@gmail.com 

18-Hole Chair: Gloria Pickens 214-274-1359  gapickens2@att.net  

In preparation for the upcoming season, please keep the following items in 

mind.  This will help us create, ensure an open-communication and smooth-

running season.  As always, please reach out to your respective “Chairs” if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

• New tee times this year.  The 9-Hole group will tee off at 10 am for the 

entire season.  The 18-Hole group will tee off at 9 am for the entire season.  We 

are going to try this approach and see how it works, we appreciate your com-

ments at the end of the season regarding this change.  

• The current schedule “At A Glance” is on the SLWGA website and is also 

in the Club locker room in paper format.  Updates and/or changes will be com-

municated as needed.  We will not play on Memorial Day or Labor Day.  In 

those weeks, we will play on Tuesday rather than on Monday.  

SLWGA News 
Contributed by Gaylyn Haynes 

Where there’s a will, there’s a way!  

SLWGA Zoom meeting in May. (not pictured – Candy Brasel) 

• There may be days that the Shangri-La 
course is extra busy with outside groups coming 

in.  We will always play except noted on our 

schedule.  It may require the 18-Hole group to 

play the same course twice on that day.  

 

With the new USGA Handicap System, your 

“Chairs” will need a little more time to prepare 

for each play day.  Please sign up for Monday play 

days by Saturday evening each week to be 

eligible for play day games and points.  Sign 

up “on-line” on the SLWGA website for each play 

day and/or event.  If you do not have access to 

the website, contact Connard Luper:  clu-

per@swbell.net.  

 

• If you have not signed up for Monday play 

day by Saturday evening, you will be placed in a 

group on Monday morning.    Arriving early will 

help the “chairs” with game day organization.  If 

you need to cancel, please notify your “Chair” as 

soon as possible.  We want to avoid holding up 
tee times waiting on you.  

The “Chairs” will prepare the playgroups for each 

play day. The “Chairs” will also pre-mark the 

scorecards with handicap “dots” to help you get 

adjusted to the new GHIN system.  It’s helpful if 

you arrive at the course about 20-30 minutes 

before your tee time to get your groupings, prac-

tice, etc.  This enables everyone to tee off on 

time.  

      The SLWGA league focuses on fellowship, 

fun, and a variety of golf experiences.  The 

“Chairs” will support this by diversifying weekly 

groupings so that all players can play with each 

another.  This promotes the fellowship as stated 

in the league’s mission.We currently have 43 

Members and encourage ladies to be a part of 

SLWGA. 

 

More in HISTORY OF WOMEN’S GOLF: 

In 1992, the Susan G. Komen Breast Center 

Foundation becomes the first official charity of a 

professional golf association after partnering with 

the LPGA.  By 1996, the LPGA gains television 

broadcasting for 26 of the 38 events.  The annual 

prize fund reaches $25 million in 1996.  That year 

Karrie Webb, in her rookie season, became the 

first woman golfer to reach over $1 million within 
the single season.  Another milestone for women 

in golf is reached when the USGA elected Judy 

Bell as their first woman president.  In 1997 the 

LPGA Teaching and Club Professional division 

surpasses the 1,000-member mark.  In 1999, Aree 

Wongluekiet, at the age of 13, won the US Girls’ 

Junior Golf Championship to become the young-

est winner. 

mailto:castellijan@gmail.com
mailto:gapickens2@att.net
mailto:cluper@swbell.net
mailto:cluper@swbell.net
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Congratulations to Shangri-La member Dr. Dick Leuszler on his latest 

Hole in One! He accomplished the feat May 23, 2020 on #5 Heritage 
at Shangri-La when he hit his 7-Wood from 171 yards for the third ace 

of his golf career. The shot was witnessed by Shangri-La members Ken 

Gray, Thane Swisher and Wyatt Satterlee. Congrats on the shot, Doc! 

It was a good fishing day for Shangri-La owner Eddy Gibbs  

and his daughter Gina when they spent some time with  

Shangri-La Guide Service fishing guide Tony Coatney.  

Congratulations to Shangri-La member Ron Tipton on his 

Hole in One scored at Shangri-La just on May 20, 2020 

when he aced #6 Champions from 136 yards with his 8 

iron. The shot was witnessed by Members Tim Langley, 

Bo Smith and Justin Barrett. Great shot and they saw it all 

the way into the cup. It was the third hole-in-one of his 

career. Congrats on your special day, Ron! 

Our weekly “Swing Golf” has certainly gained popularity quickly. 

(from left) Shangri-La’s Director of Player Services John Lewis with 

members Toby Keith, Bill Dalton, Ken Neal, and Kenny Cole.  

A little rain the morning after Memorial Day didn’t slow down this 

group of golfing government leaders! (from left) Shangri-La President & 

CEO Barry Willingham, Governor Kevin Stitt’s Chief of Staff Michael 

Junk, Senator Jim Inhofe’s Chief of Staff Luke Holland and State Direc-
tor Brian Hackler, Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell, and Shangri-La’s 

Director of Communications & Government Relations Mike Williams.  



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00-6:00pm Monday-Sunday 

(Subject to Change ) 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Members Only Monday-Saturday 

Open to the Public Sundays 

11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Wednesday (lunch) 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Thursday 

11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday 

7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Saturday 

7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  

Seven Days a Week 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
11:00 a.m.-Close Friday-Saturday 

11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Sunday 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Pizza, Beer & Wine 

Take-out & Curbside Pick-up Only 

11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Monday-Sunday 
 

Bar 211 
Closed temporarily 

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Thursday & Sunday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

The Shangri-La Clubhouse 

important charities here, like the Monkey Island 

fundraisers for kids and critters and the Monkey 

Island Trail.” 

“It’s amazing how Monkey Island has em-

braced the band, provided them places to stay, 

even taken them into their own homes,” Bill says.  

“Now all the Old Bulldog Band members have 

made friends here, and they always look forward 

to coming back any chance they get.  On second 

thought, I guess it’s not actually so amazing,” he 

reflects.  “That’s just what Monkey Islanders do!” 

“We’ve met wonderful friends here.” 

Debbie says. “This is such a giving and sharing 

community.” 

“No question about it,” Bill adds.  

“Everybody here makes everyone feel so com-

fortable.  To me, ‘comfortable’ is a strong 

word.  And Monkey Island is comfortable!  

That’s why this is the place we have chosen to 

spend the rest of our lives!” 

Continued from page 7…  


