
 Power Assisted Bicycles, Shrimp Boils, Karaoke, Movies, 
Expanded Food Minimum Options – and More! 

Additional Member Events and Amenities are On the Way! 
By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

purchases charged to member 

accounts at any Shangri-La ven-

ue will now be applied to mem-

ber food minimums. Simultane-

ously, we are considering the 

expansion of dinner service at 

the Summit Restaurant to in-

clude Tuesday and Wednesday 

dinner service – and the Summit 

will be open to the public those 

two nights each week. Based on 

a widespread survey we con-

ducted with members recently, 

no concerns were expressed 

about making this change; and 

actually there was significant 

support as it would make the 

Summit more available to mem-

bers during the middle of each 

week. The Tuesday/Wednesday 
decision is still under considera-

hotel. They are also available 

for rental by hotel guests.  

NEW FOOD MINIMUM 

PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 

I really appreciate the input 

from members over the past 60 

days as we work to improve 

available options to fit the Mon-

key Island lifestyle. One of the 

topics most frequently men-

tioned by members is the Sum-

mit food minimum requirement. 

As a result, we are expanding 

choices for our members while 

also considering the fine dining 

demand from non-members.  

Effective July 1, members’ 

six-month $300 food minimums 

may be met by making food 

purchases at all venues (Summit, 
Buffalo Bar, Doc’s, Eddy’s Turn-

house) at Shangri-La. All food 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

As I begin my third month at 

Shangri-La, I am starting to feel a 

little more comfortable in the 

saddle, and I am excited to share 

our continuing plans to add value 

to Shangri-La membership. We 

have added the Thursday night 

“Cave Karaoke & Shrimp Boil” to 

our weekly schedule, and I am 

overwhelmed by the outpouring of 

positive response. Chef Mike and 

Jason Morgan have outdone them-

selves in their efforts to make 

Thursday a very special evening of 

great food and great fun at Shangri

-La Resort. 

Our new power-assisted 

bicycles have also arrived. Those 

will soon be available for mem-

ber’s use at no charge, subject to 
availability, of course. Just check 

them out at the front desk of the 

Continued on page 2…  

Shangri-La Staff 
 

Jason Sheffield 
Executive Chairman 

 

Barry Willingham 
President & CEO 

 

Jon Davidson 
Chief Operating Officer 
 

Rob Yanovitch 
PGA Director of Golf & 

Club Operations 

 

Mike Williams 
Director of Communications 

& Government Relations 

 

Justin May 
Golf Course Superintendent 

 

Michael Bujold 
Executive Chef & 

Director of Food & Beverage  

 

Phillip Cunningham 
Marina Manager 

 

Dana Able 
Director of Sales 

 

Linda Wall 
Director of Catering 
 

Katelin Threet 
Membership & Marketing 

Administrator 

 

Brett Wisdom 
Resort Manager 

Summertime means golf fun for all ages. The Junior Players Academy kicked off our Youth Program in June! 
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tion, and we will make sure everyone is in-

formed if we choose to go in that direction. 

JULY EVENTS 

My primary goal is for our team to pro-

vide as many events and amenities for Shan-

gri-La members and our guests as is possible. 

We are kicking the month of July off with a 

bang on the long holiday weekend. Thursday 

night, July 4, we will start the weekend with 

karaoke and the shrimp boil, followed the 

very next night by “Shark Movie Night” at 

the resort pool for members and hotel 

guests, with a poolside viewing of “The 

Meg.” Saturday, July 6, our Family Fun Festi-

val on the grand lawn at the hotel will imme-

diately precede the Monkey Island Fireworks 

display. 

July 8-10 is the annual Shangri-La Sports 

camp for the youngsters, and we will have 

more fun for the kids at The Spa at Shangri-
La with a “Kids Sip & Paint” event on Satur-

day afternoon, July 20. That night, we are 

planning an evening of fun for the entire 

family with a “Golf Cart Drive-In Movie 

Night” at the club house practice tees on 

Saturday, July 20. 

July 22-24 is our Junior Skills Camp 

followed by the Shangri-La Junior Club 

Championship Tournament July 25-26 – and, 

of course, there is live entertainment every 

Saturday night at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar! We 

hope your entire family enjoys a wonderful 

month of activities and events for the entire 

family.  

AND THERE’S MORE COMING 

Continued from page 1…  

My goal is to always have new events 

and amenities in the planning stage for 

future enjoyment by our members and 

guests. We will have some detailed an-

nouncements in the not-too-distant future 

about plans for tennis courts, pickleball 

courts, sand volleyball courts, and perhaps 

some plans for development of some in-

door activities and amenities that can be 

enjoyed year-round. As we continue to 

build membership value, we are always 

looking to expand the event schedule and 

the offerings of activities for our members. 

Expanding what Shangri-La is all about 

is our never-ending journey. Expanding the 

offerings throughout our community is key 

to the success of all businesses in the 

Grand Lake area. We are reaching out to 

other area businesses in a cooperative 

effort to grow Monkey Island and Grand 
Lake as the most popular destination in 

this region of the United States. A rising 

tide lifts all boats, as they say, and our 

commitment is to do everything possible 

to attract more tourism & recreation dol-

lars to be shared by businesses throughout 

the area. 

FULL-TIME LIFE IN THE SHANGRI-LA 

COMMUNITY! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-

La as more and more people decide this is 

the entertainment atmosphere for their 

families. Only one remaining home is avail-

able in The Gallery, directly across from 

the club house - the furnished model on 

lot #13.   

In our newest residential develop-

ment, The Ridge at Shangri-La, nine new 

homes have been sold. We have three 

spec homes available (one under construc-

tion), and a model home. We plan to begin 

construction on another spec home at The 

Ridge this month.  If you or someone you 

know is interested in making the Shangri-

La lifestyle a permanent lifestyle, please 

contact Coldwell Banker Shangri-La Realty 

to view our current inventory or design a 

new home! 

DOWNLOAD SHANGRI-LA’S MOBILE 

APP – IT’S FREE! 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to download the Shangri-La 

Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

a great way to stay current with Shangri-La 
special offerings and events as well as cur-

rent events and weather conditions. All 

you have to do is text the word GRAND 

to 70000. It’s that easy. You can also fol-

low our progress and our upcoming events 

on our website at www.shangrilaok.com, 

“Like” us on Facebook, and follow us on 

Twitter and Instagram 

Our job – our only job – is to make 

people happy. In that regard, our commit-

ment is to you, our members and guests, 

and we constantly strive to earn the sup-

port you have so generously provided. 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts and 

your desires.  I always look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Congratulations to Tony Miller of Norman, Ok on his first career hole 

in one! He accomplished the feat while playing in the Sooner Cup at 

Shangri-La Golf Club on May 31st, 2019. Tony aced #8 Legends when 

he one-hopped a perfect 5-iron from 176 yards directly into the hole. 

The shot was witnessed by Travis Robertson, Chris Bowman and Mark 

Ackerman. Great shot Tony. It was a long time coming! 

Congratulations to Evan Feist of Wichita, KS on his second career  

hole in one scored at Shangri-La Golf Club Saturday, June 8, 2019!  

He accomplished the feat when he holed out from 135 yards  

on #4 Legends with a 9 iron. The ace was witnessed by  

Shangri-La member Don Baxter, Greg Rowe and Mike Pope.  

Great shot, Evan! You make this game look easy. 

http://www.shangrilaok.com


 

Page 3 The Horizon: July 2019 

For Event Questions or Reservations, 
call The Summit at 918-257-4200. 

that have always been limited to food at The Summit Restaurant, may 

now be used at Doc’s, Eddy’s, and the Turn House, too! All food 

charged to member accounts at any of our dining venues now counts 

toward member food minimum purchase requirements. I’m thrilled that 

we are able to offer our members such an additional value for their 

memberships – and lots more dining options. 

We have a lot of fun on the July schedule, starting with the holiday 

week. Thursday night will be our Shrimp Boil & Karaoke, of course; then 

Friday night July 5, we’ll have pizza, hot dogs, popcorn & snacks available 

at our first-ever Shark Movie Night at the Pool. We’ll be showing “The 

Meg” starting about 9:00 – but come early and get something to eat and 

find a good seat or, if you’re brave enough, snag a noodle to watch the 

shark movie in the pool. That should be a lot of fun for the whole family. 

The holiday fun continues on Saturday, July 6, of course with our 

Independence Day Family Fun Festival, vintage aircraft show, and the 

Monkey Island Fireworks – all at Shangri-La. Hop in your golf cart and 

come early. The family festival starts at 6:00 with lots of fun things for 

the kids and plenty of snacks and beverages. I’m really looking forward 

to a great time. 

In addition to a lot of corporate events and trade association meet-
ings and banquets, we have a variety events we’ll be cooking for. The 

kids who will be at the Shangri-La Sports Camp are always hungry – and 

we also have a lot of golf groups to feed. I’m looking forward to a great 

month of food and fun.  

If you live on Monkey Island, remember we offer pizza delivery 

service from Doc’s Thursday-Monday. The pizza menu is on line and on 

our new free mobile app, along with the regular menu at Doc’s. Summit 

Restaurant dinner and dessert menus are also on line. There is a special 

phone number for pizza delivery – 918-257-7777.  

If you haven’t already downloaded our mobile app, please do it 

now. Just text the word “Grand” to 70000 and follow the instructions. 

It’s quick, easy – and extremely valuable as we continue to add special 

events at Shangri-La. That’s a great way to have instant access to specials 

and full menus for Doc’s Bar & Grill, Eddy’s Lakeside Bar and The Sum-

mit Restaurant. 

Thank you so much for your continued support and for your kind 

compliments about our food & beverage service – and thank you for 

including Shangri-La in your plans with family and friends. If there is any-

thing we can do to enhance your dining experience, please let me know. 

In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of F&B 

There’s nothing a Louisiana boy like Executive Chef Michael Bujold 

enjoys more than serving up a feast at our Thursday shrimp boil!  
We have been crazy busy in the Food & Beverage De-

partment. You can certainly tell it’s summer – and it’s so nice 

to see the hotel sold out so frequently. Our banquet crew has 

been busy with a lot of group events and conferences – and all 

three of our restaurants have had a great month! We also had 

a fantastic evening at the sold-out Home of Hope Gala & Ban-

quet to kick off the month of June.  

Without a doubt, the biggest hit of the month, though, 

has been the weekly Thursday night “Cave Karaoke & Shrimp 

Boil” on the patio at Doc’s. We have had more than 150 folks 

at that event every week since we started it. That may have 

been one of our best ideas…and heaven knows this Louisiana 

boy loves boiling shrimp and serving up the andouille sausage! 

Jason Morgan is an incredible entertainer. I don’t know who 

has more fun – the karaoke singers or Jason. If you haven’t 

been to our Thursday night party, you’re missing some great 

food and great fun. 

July marks a big change for Shangri-La members, too. As 

you may already know, the $300 six-month food minimums 

Fireworks July 6! 
 

2019 Monkey Island Fireworks 
 

The 2019 Independence Day Monkey Island Fireworks display will be Saturday, July 6 at Shangri-La Resort. The fireworks will be 

visible from both land and water. They will be shot from a staging area adjacent to Shangri-La’s Champions 2 & 3 golf holes. 

In addition to the fireworks display, there will be and air show, music, food & beverage concessions, and lots of fun activities for 

kids. The Family Fun Festival starts at 6:00 with the fireworks show starting at approximately 9:15-9:30. Parking will be at Shangri-La 

Hotel, Eddy’s Lakeside Bar, and Shangri-La Marina. If you’re not watching by boat, the “Grand Lawn” in front of Shangri-La Hotel should 

be a great spot. If you have a golf cart – that would be the best method of transportation. Bring a lawn chair and join the fun. The fabu-

lous Travis Marvin Band will be performing at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar. There is no charge to attend the event. 
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Life is Getting Better! 

Needless to say, we have had quite a bout with Mother 

Nature over the last 45 days. In addition to the high water 

throughout the month, we also had some battles with storm 

winds that damaged Dock 14. Fortunately, we are getting back 

to normal. Dock 14 is accessible, courtesy slips are back in 

service, the lake level is dropping, and we are looking forward 

to a great July! In addition to our regular hours of operation, 

the Ship Store and fuel dock will be open until 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday-Saturday, July 4-6.  

The Ship Store, fuel dock, sales dock, Sail Grand boat, 

PWC rentals, parasailing and yacht charter operations are all 

functioning fully. If you haven’s checked out the incredible new 

footwear, apparel, hats, caps and souvenirs in the Ship Store, 

come see us! 

Ice cream, soft drinks, beer, and ice are also available, of 

course in addition to a lot of sundries and souvenir items. I 

love the new flexible, non-breakable “shot glasses” that just 

arrived at the Ship Store. They’re awesome – and they match 

our flexible wine tumblers, as well. Boating supplies, cleaning 
supplies, and accessories are also in stock, including life jack-

ets. The Ship Store is packed with new items. Stop by and 

check it out!  

Fourth of July Holiday Plans 

You’ll want to be sure to join in the Independence Day 

fun at Shangri-La beginning with our “Cave Karaoke & Shrimp 

Boil” Thursday night, July 4 at 6:00 adjacent to the Doc’s patio. 

Friday night, July 5, members and resort guests will be treated 

to a “Shark Movie Night” at the resort pool featuring “The 

Meg.” Saturday, July 6 is the big day at Shangri-La. Our annual 

Family Fun Festival on the great lawn in front of the hotel. The 

festival and a vintage air show will precede the annual Monkey 

Island Fireworks. Fireworks will be visible by water, of course, 

but the Grand Lawn in front of the resort hotel or Eddy’s 

Lakeside Bar are the perfect viewing spots for the fireworks. 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

Things have really been hopping at Eddy’s Lakeside Bar – 

and there is plenty of live entertainment scheduled for the 

weeks ahead. 

Dock Talk 
by Phillip Cunningham, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Marina Manager Phillip Cunningham and his crew were busy 

throughout the month of June shuttling slip renters to their boats – 

by boat! High water couldn’t stop the fun at Shangri-La! 

Eddy’s entertainment schedule for the month of July includes the 

fabulous Travis Marvin Band (July 6), Whiskey Poet Society (July 13), 

Brett & Terri (July 20), and Whiskey Poet Society again on July 27.  

Eddy’s Lakeside bar is open Friday and Saturday from 11:00 a.m. 

until midnight – and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Bands per-

form from 8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.  

Boat Sales  

The 2019 boat sales have been great. Our list of available pre-

owned boats has been reduced by more than fifty percent during the 

past month alone. New boat sales are following the same trend. In fact, 

we have already sold out of our inventory of Chaparral’s new 297 SSX 

Surf Boat with the forward-facing outdrives and surf gates. Obviously the 

general public was as impressed with this new versatile vessel as we 

were. We can order one for you for delivery in August. 

The Boat Sales dock adjacent to the slip store is now full of a varie-

ty of new boats ranging in size from 25-feet to 38-feet – and we have 

additional models in a land display at the marina including Chaparral and 

Chris-Craft boats, Robalo center console boats, MasterCraft wake-

board/wake surf boats, and the popular Bennington pontoons and tri-

toons. Nichols Marine also offers Ranger, Triton, and Vexus bass boats.  
Slip Availability 

With the increase in boat sales, a lot of people have new boats – or 

they soon will; and everyone wants to keep their boat where it will be 

handy and well cared for! Shangri-La Marina is close to capacity, but we 

do have a few available slips – 24, 28, 32, 40, and 50 feet in length. In 

addition to water and electric service at each slip, we also have free Wi-

Fi throughout the marina. You don’t need a password. Simply log on to 

SLR Marina Guest in your Wi-Fi options and enjoy high speed service. 

We also have shower facilities for slip renters.  

On top of the convenience of having your boat close to all the 

Monkey Island fun at one of Grand Lake’s largest and most prestigious 

marinas, slip renters at Shangri-La Marina may also join the growing 

membership at Shangri-La Golf Club & Resort without paying any initia-

tion fee. If you want to spend more time with us, we can even sell you a 

new home! 

Let me know if there is any way we can make your boating experi-

ence more enjoyable.  

It was our honor to have former Oklahoma Governor George Nigh join us at 

The Summit to celebrate his 92nd birthday. He and former first lady Donna 

Nigh are pictured with friends Tom & Sherri Gray and Mike & Cari Williams.  
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Meet Shangri-La’s new HR Director Sarah Scott  

Shangri-La’s Human Resources Director Sarah Scott has exactly 

the history employers hope for in a job with demands as diverse as 

hers. Although her extended family has deep Oklahoma roots, Sa-

rah’s childhood took her throughout the country living in Atlanta, 

Baltimore, Lincoln, Nebraska, Naples, Florida and Burbank, California 

where she spent her high school years. 

“All my aunts, uncles & cousins are in Oklahoma. So, even 

though we lived all over the country when I was young, we came 

back to Oklahoma every summer, every holiday and every special 

family event. 

“I had the best of both worlds. I lived in big cities and spent a lot 

of time at the beach, then came back every year to my grandparents’ 

farm in Oklahoma to bale hay and ride horses. I loved living in big 

cities,” she reflects, “but I always loved coming back to Oklahoma – 

and seeing the entire country on the trips. I feel very fortunate having 

had the opportunity to see the best of both big city life, country life, 

and a lot of our great country, as well.” 

Her career path was equally diverse and circuitous, beginning 

with accounting for the St. John’s hospital system. 

“I loved the analysis involved in accounting, but I realized I was 
more of a ‘people person.’ I didn’t want to sit in a cubicle and never 

interact with anyone,” she says. 

She transferred to work in the operating room, and eventually 

ended up being trained as a Surgical Tech. 

She managed an orthopedic practice at Tulsa Bone & Joint for 

noted non-operative sports medicine and spinal specialist Dr. Jimmie 

Huebert. When he left Tulsa to return to his Portland, Oregon 

roots, Sarah acted on a friend’s suggestion that she try the retail busi-

ness. She went to work as a sales executive for Macy’s gaining exten-

Staff Spotlight: Sarah Scott  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

sive knowledge in business operations, training, staffing and 

Effective Leadership.  

“I actually loved that job,” she says. “It was like run-

ning my own business, but I was never home. One day I 

realized that I hadn’t even sat down and had a meal with 

anyone in a long time. I realized it was time to get out of a 

business that didn’t even allow me time to relate to my 

friends and family.”  

“As I evolved, I learned my strength and my passion 

was in impacting business through human resources (the 

people). So, that’s the direction I decided to go.” 

Armed with a Bachelor degree in Business Manage-

ment/Human Resources and Senior Human Resources 

certification (SHRM-SCP), she took her passion for people 

to the front line. She did Recruiting and Staffing for multi-

ple industries, handled Employee Relations at Osage Casi-

no, then managed Training & Development at River Spirit 

Casino. Then she was bitten by the “Grand Lake bug.” 

“About five years ago, one of my very best friends 

who happens to live in Bernice, kept telling me, ‘you need 
to come to the lake.’ Coming from ocean life, I didn’t un-

derstand the draw of a lake. But every time I came to 

Grand Lake, I fell in love with it more. It finally got to the 

point that I was spending every spare weekend here. I just 

absolutely fell in love with Grand Lake. 

“When this position came open, it was exactly what I 

was looking for. This is a very special place. I love the com-

munity. I love the lake. I love the people….and I have ex-

perience in all the arenas involved in this position. Every-

thing just fit perfectly. 

“Doc’s at Shangri-La is actually where I met my fiancé, 

Kevin Weaver,” she laughs. “Doc’s had just opened when I 

went out with friends who had also invited him to join us. 

So, now I’ve found the perfect spot to work and live – and 

I found my fiancé, too…and it all happened at Shangri-La.”  

Sarah currently lives in Verdigris. She has two sons – 

20 and 12 years of age – and she is admittedly more fanatic 

“than any man” about her 12-year-olds Competitive bas-

ketball career. He plays on two teams, hopes to become 

an NBA player ultimately, “then design his own shoes.” She 

enjoys exercising, is an avid water skier – and plans a full-

time move to Grand Lake in the not-too-distant future. 

“Shangri-La President & CEO Barry Willingham 

summed it up right,” she laughs. “He says all you need to 

do to become totally committed to Grand Lake is to ‘get 

some on ya’.’ Well, I was a big city, ocean girl. But I came 

to Grand and ‘got some on me.’ Sure enough, here I am. 

I’ve learned a lot. I’ve been a lot of places…but I’m ready 

to settle in a location I love and a challenging people career 

at a place where I want to retire. I think I’m here!” 
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Thursday Night Karaoke & Shrimp Boil Kicked Off in June 

Shangri-La’s Jason Morgan is a master at keeping the crowd enter-

tained at our Thursday night “Cave Karaoke & Shrimp Boil” events. 

Who knew Bomber could sing?  

Jim Basgall at the Thursday night Karaoke & Shrimp Boil. 

Former Broadway performer Ron Young has often said he would never 

sing karaoke – but the “Karaoke & Shrimp Boil” fun was irresistible  Tim Carson isn’t just a good golfer. As it turns out, he’s a good singer, too!  

Congratulations to Landon Sulser and Reagan 

Fowler for being honored with the 2019 Junior Play-

ers Academy Sportsmanship Award. Every year it is 

given to the players who best exhibit a love for the 
game, positive attitude, great work ethic, kindness 

and a role model for other players. Great job guys! 

We are proud of you!!! 
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Betty & Kevin Dennis  
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Contagiously outgoing Monkey Island fun-lovers Betty and Kevin Dennis. 

It quickly becomes obvious.  Kevin and Betty Dennis are all 

about the fun.  Crawfish boils, barbecues, boating, riding person-

al watercraft, attending Shangri-La events, spending evenings 

with friends, participating in local festivals and events, and host-

ing watch parties that allow them to keep a keen eye on their 

favorite teams, Betty’s LSU Tigers and Kevin’s Tennessee Volun-

teers – if it’s fun, you will likely find Kevin and Betty among the 

crowd.  Oftentimes, they create the crowd themselves.  Take 

Kevin’s trademark crawfish boils, for example. 

“I’ll never forget the first crawfish boil we had here.  It was 

supposed to be for about twenty people.  We had 140 show 

up,” Betty laughs.  “Kevin sometimes goes a little overboard 

when he starts inviting people.  He usually limits it to the people 

he sees.” 

There is no doubt that the Dennis home on Monkey Island 

is a popular gathering spot.  Their deck overhangs a waterfront 

bluff and they entertain there frequently.  Kevin has recently 

added a “man cave” that is the envy of Monkey Island. And, yes, 

Kevin still gets carried away with the invitation list from time to 

time. 
“It’s a good thing our house has a 40-foot long bar, plus 

another one in the man cave” he jokes. 

Like many full-time Grand Lakers, their route here was 

circuitous.  Betty grew up in Lafayette, Louisiana.  After college 

and early career days in Texas and a stint in Ohio, she ended up 

in Nashville.  That’s where she met Kevin, a native of Tennessee 

working as an enroller for Nashville Auto and Diesel College. 

“We met through mutual friends – and it didn’t go great,” 

Betty laughs.  “Neither of us expected it to last.” 

In fact, the relationship in Tennessee only lasted for two 

dates before Kevin accepted a position with Spartan College of 

Aeronautics and Technology and moved to Tulsa.  You can’t 

avoid the question:  If neither of them expected it to last, how 

did they end up married in 2009? 

“I was harassed into it,” Betty says.  “Not only did he keep 

calling me, but he kept losing his phone and, out of all the num-

bers in his phone, people who found it would call me, asking if I 

knew Kevin Dennis.  Finally, I said, ‘Okay, God.  I get it.  It’s desti-

ny.’  It was my wake-up ‘call’ – literally.  We had a long-distance 

relationship for about two years before we got married.” 

The move to Grand Lake from Tulsa was quicker -- love at 

first sight. 

“We came to the lake to look for a boat, and we bought a 

house,” Kevin says.  “Literally.  We met a lot of great local people 

at Shebang and had a wonderful time.  About two blocks down 

the highway, we saw this fabulous house with a ‘for sale’ sign.  

We peeked in the windows, found a realtor and bought it.  It was 

that quick.” 

The move to the new home was quick, but it was almost a 

year before they finally got the boat. 

Kevin and Betty play hard, but they work equally hard – 

although these days, Betty is the one with the biggest workload.  

Kevin recently retired as a Senior Enrollment Manager at Spartan, 

Betty still works for the company as New Student Service Coor-

dinator.   

Although they enjoy a retreat to their second home in Boca 

Grande on Florida’s southwest coast several months of the year, 
Grand Lake is “home.” They are fiercely loyal Shangri-La mem-

bers, rarely missing a club event, and frequenting both the Sum-

mit and the Buffalo Bar regularly between events.   

In fact, when Shangri-La began restricting patronage at the 

Summit Restaurant to Shangri-La members & resort guests, and 

added $600 minimum food charges, Kevin contacted his “insider 

friend,” Shangri-La Communications Director Mike Williams, 

suggesting that $600 per month sounded like a high “minimum 

requirement.” 

“Kevin,” Williams deadpanned, “it’s not per month. It’s per 

year.” 

“Oh, really?” Kevin asked, adding, “Well, we’ll probably hit 

that this month then; and I can take the rest of the year off!” (He 

won’t, of course.) 

Kevin loves the game of golf, and it shows.  In his peak play-

ing days, he was a scratch golfer, and participated in several Pro-

Am tournaments. It isn’t all about the golf, though. 

 “The golf course is spectacular,” he says, “but you can’t talk 

about Shangri-La without talking about the food.  It’s fabulous.” 

When they’re not at the Club House, Doc’s, Eddy’s or one 

of their other local favorite Monkey Island spots, you can see 

their 40-foot Trojan easing out of Shangri-La Marina, often with a 

full load of friends – or perhaps you’ll see them aboard the crew 

of a variety of other boats belonging to friends. 

“The boating is the best part of lake life for me,” says Betty.  

She and Kevin alternate cruises on their own boat with lake ex-

ploration trips on their two personal watercraft. 

“I’d say the best part of Monkey Island life is the people,” 

says Kevin. “That’s it for me.  There aren’t any better people 

anywhere!” 

Fiercely loyal, staunchly independent, and contagiously out-

going, Kevin and Betty Dennis are all about the fun – but like 

most highly successful couples, they mix it with hard work. 

“It’s a lot of hard work having this much fun,” Kevin dead-

pans. 

It’s true.  Perhaps the name of their boat most succinctly 

describes the price of fun:  Ka Ching!  
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SLWGA News 
by Gaylyn Haynes, Publicity Chair 

Eight players from SLWGA traveled to Muskogee for Interclub Play June 4. 

June 4 there were eight SLWGA Ladies traveling to Muskogee 

Country Club for the Interclub Tournament.  We had a score of 34 for 

low gross and 32 for low net results. 
June 11 was our Shangri-La Tee Da Tournament with huge partici-

pation of 84 ladies, with fourteen SLWGA ladies playing.  Liz Paden and 

Ann Turner did a great job coordinating this event, along with many 

other ladies collecting a total sponsorship of $3,100.   We want to 
thank all our generous sponsors.  There were 4 flights during the tour-

nament with the following details: 
FLIGHT #1-Lisa Barrowman/Liz Sterkel Gross 89, Ann Turner/

Ann Watkins Gross 97, Susie Kraft/Melanie Robson Net 75, Gloria 

Pickens/Donna Watson Net 76, Robin Purdie/Betty Edgley Net 80. 
FLIGHT #2- Rhonda Ross/Jennifer Satterfield Gross 101, Alicia 

Smales/Lori Oltmanns Gross 103, Vicki Graper/Pam Goodeyou Net 76, 

Patti Shaffer/Kaye Hansen Net 79, Sara Fike/Lynn Combs, Net 81. 
FLIGHT #3- Liz Paden/Judy Leighton, Gross 101, Paula 

Ziegelgruber/Kathy Parrot Gross 103, Lori Nichols/Margo Hamsher 

Net 76, Susie Fuller/Gail Grady Net79, Peggy Blair/Candy Raudenbasch, 

Net 80. 
FLIGHT #4- Melissa Consedine/Kathy Carleton Gross 107, Cindy 

Quinlivan/Sherry Pitt Gross 111, Louise Johnson/Ann Fields Net 71, 

Debbie Hess/Mary Howard Net 77, Jean Brewer/Becky Moser Net 83. 
June 21 was the Away Golf Tournament at The Coves Golf 

Course, with 3 SWLGA ladies enjoying the tournament theme of 

"Route 66.”   As always, the Coves did a bang-up job, down to old cars, 

coke floats and drive-in food. 
The Shangri-La Club Championship is July 27 & 28 and you can 

contact any of the Pro Shop Personnel for details of the tourna-

ment.  On July 29 & August 5 we will hold our two-day Eclectic Tour-

nament.  Please register by July 22 on our website, as Robin Purdie and 

Candy Couch will be working on this tournament soon. 
Keep in mind, the Grand Lady Tournament is October 13 & 14. 

To be eligible to play, you will need to play in 5 Monday Play Days. 
Cheryl Brecheisen, Member at Large, has created a "MnM Pro-

gram".  This new program is being implemented to create an atmos-

phere of inclusion and comfort for our new members.  Mentor respon-

sibilities will be reminders of upcoming events, help with SLWGA web-

site, etc.  If you wish to be a Mentor, please contact Cher-

yl at 918-331-7692. 
Here's more on History of Women's Professional 

Golf: 
Former Olympian, Babe Zaharias competed in the 

1938 Los Angeles Open, which was a PGA event.  Babe 

was the first to attempt to play in a professional men's 

tournament, which wouldn't be tried again for almost an-

other six decades.  Unfortunately, after the initial two 

rounds, Babe failed to make the cut.  She went on to be-

come one of America's first female golf sensations and 

major player in the 40's and 50's.  Babe won a total of 82 

amateur and professional golf tournaments, including all 

golf titles available at the time, and set a an unmatched 

record of 14 straight wins. 
The LPGA was established in 1950 by a group of 13 

prominent female golfers and with the help of financial aid 

from Wilson Sporting Goods.  In its first season, the LPGA 

held 14 tournaments with $50,000 in total prize funds. 

A total of 84 players participated in an extremely successful  

Shangri-La Tee Da Tournament June 11. 
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More Fun Junior Events Set for July 

The 2019 Junior Golf Program kicked off in June with the popular Junior Players Academy June 17-19 at Shangri-La Golf Club. Sum-

mer fun is on the menu at the pool and on the ponds with the annual Sports Camp July 8-10. And the return of the Shangri-La Skills 

Camp and Junior Club Championship July 22-26 will help your player hone their game for more competitive play. Call the golf shop 

at 918-257-4204 for more details about the great summer of golf, sport and fun at Shangri-La.  

 

Junior Players Academy Was a Blast!!! 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
7:00am-8:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
7:00am-6:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
11:00am-6:00pm Monday-Wednesday 

11:00am-10:00pm Thursday-Saturday 

10:00am-9:00pm Sunday 

Open to Members, Golfers and 

Resort Guests Only 
 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
Open 7 Days a Week 

9:00am-5:00pm Sunday-Thursday 

9:00am-6:00pm Friday-Saturday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
11:00am-Midnight Friday-Saturday 

11:00am-6:00pm Sundays 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
7:00am-10:00pm Sunday-Thursday 

7:00am-Midnight Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Available for Special Events  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00am-5:00pm Sunday, Monday, Thursday 

10:00am-7:00pm Friday-Saturday 
(Spa services available Tuesday and Wednesday 

for pre-arranged groups) 


