
 

A Great Year Gone By – And an Exciting Year 
Ahead for Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & Marina! 

 

By Jason Sheffield, President & CEO; Shangri-La Resort  

point will hopefully continue to 

have a dramatic positive impact 

on growth and development of 

the entire Grand Lake region as 

one of the most popular desti-

nations in this part of the United 

States. I am truly excited about 

the coming year. 

Rounds of golf on the 

course, group outings, and club 

membership were all up dramat-

ically in our first full year of full 

resort operations, and the year 

ahead looks to be another great 

one! Bookings for conferences, 

retreats, weddings and special 

events at our resort hotel are 

already being booked well into 

2020.  Be sure to contact us to 

book your next event.  Event 
dates are booking quickly! 

and-a-half, I continue to be 

amazed at the attraction of our 

resort hotel for such a variety 

of groups from such varied 

locations. We have literally had 

guests in the hotel from all fifty 

states in the nineteen months of 

hotel operations as a part of 

our total resort atmosphere. It 

is really enjoyable to host 

events that bring in people from 

all corners of the country! 

In the year gone by, Mid-

west Golfing Magazine named 

Shangri-La as the #1 Golf Desti-

nation in Oklahoma and the 

Oklahoma Travel Industry As-

sociation honored us with their 

coveted RedBud Award as 

“Best Lodging in Oklahoma.” 
The continued growth of Shan-

gri-La as a major destination 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

As we begin a new year at 

Shangri-La Golf Club, Resort & 

Marina I want to extend a heartfelt 

“thank you” to our members who 

continue an unparalleled level of 

support to Shangri-La and our 

team. I also want to thank the 

many guests, supporters, and com-

munity leaders who have enabled 

us to continue our growth and 

expansion, increasing our contri-

bution to the economy of the 

Grand Lake area.  From our re-

sort hotel, spa, golf courses, 

brunches, wine dinners, recep-

tions, boat sales, slip rentals, and 

private event offerings, to our two 

residential property developments, 

your support of all that Shangri-La 

has to offer has been incredible.  
We’re thankful for you. 

Looking over the last year-

Continued on page 2…  

Shangri-La Staff 
 

Jason Sheffield 
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Here’s hoping you enjoy a happy and prosperous New Year! – The Shangri-La Leadership Team  
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Kicking Off the New Year! 

We kick off the new year with a busy 

schedule of events, both at the hotel and on 

the road as we continue to spread the word 

about this very special paradise. We will be 

represented at both the Oklahoma City Boat 

Show at the State Fairgrounds in Oklahoma 

City (January 11-13) and the Tulsa Boat, 

Sport & Travel Show in River Spirit Expo at 

the Tulsa Fairgrounds (January 28-February 

3). Moving into the first of February, our 

team will take our story to the Nebraska 

Golf Show in Omaha and the Kansas City 

Golf Show in Overland Park, Kansas. Please 

drop by and say hello to the staff when 

we’re in your area.  They love seeing familiar 

faces. 

Join the Shangri-La Community! 

We continue to be excited about our 

residential real estate ventures at Shangri-La. 
A number of lots have been sold in our new-

est development, The Ridge at Shangri-La, 

and we have added another custom-built 

Continued from page 1…  

home to the construction schedule. The 

first six homes are completed and occu-

pied, two custom homes are under con-

struction, and four spec homes are also 

available for immediate move-in in the 

spectacular 38-home development over-

looking the lake, the club house, and the 

Champions Nine golf course. All homes at 

The Gallery at Shangri-La are completed 

and only two homes remain for sale in that 

unique gated community directly across 

from the club house. Please contact 

Coldwell Banker Shangri-La Realty if you’re 

interested in becoming a more permanent 

part of Shangri-La and Monkey Island Com-

munities. 

Shangri-La’s Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to go to your “App Store” and 

download the Brand New Shangri-La 
Mobile App! It is absolutely free – and it’s 

a great way to stay current with Shangri-La 

special offerings and events as well as cur-

rent events and weather conditions. All 

you have to do is text the word GRAND 

to 70000. It’s that easy. 

Be sure to follow our progress and 

our upcoming events on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-

book, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and, 

of course, keep up with all the latest 

events on our new Shangri-La mobile app!   

We are grateful indeed for the sup-

port we continue to receive from the en-

tire Grand Lake community and, especially, 

our dedicated and supportive membership.  

We look forward to an outstanding 2019 

ahead! 

As always, our commitment is to you, 

our members and guests, and we constant-

ly strive to exceed your expectations in an 

effort to continually earn your support.  

We always look forward to seeing you at 
Shangri-La – and we wish you a happy and 

prosperous New Year! 

The best players in the world find a connection between their  

body and club throughout their backswing. 

Golf Tip: Take Your Club Back in “One Piece” 
Rob Yanovitch, PGA Director of Golf 

Many golf shots are doomed from the start. 

Most average golfers have the tendency to begin 

their golf swing with a rip away with their hands or a 

wild body turn in order to get the club behind them 

on their backswing. This leads to a disjointed and 

choppy motion that is difficult to repeat resulting in 

inconsistent impact with the golf ball. Try focusing 

on taking your golf club back in “one piece..” Here 

are some specifics ideas to try. 

 

1. Swing away with your chest, shoulders, arms 

and club turning back together 

2. During the first few feet of your backswing, 

point the butt end of your club at your belt 

buckle 

3. Allow your right forearm to remain above your 

left 

4. Turn your left shoulder down slightly as you 

start away from the ball 

 

To manufacture the feel of a unison take away, 

practice making some backswings with your hands 

slightly separated. This will give you a better sense of 

what a nice wide, connected swing arc feels like. 

Practice these tips and witness your consistency 

improve. See you on the first tee. 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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For Event Questions or Reservations, 
call The Summit at 918-257-4200. 

who visit our resort for the first time is off the charts – and it is largely 

because of the dedication of our awesome banquet and catering team. 

Speaking of special events, I urge you to get in touch with Dana Able or 

Linda Wall and reserve space and plans for your upcoming events. I 

promise to put extra effort into the menu planning to make sure your 

event is perfect whether it’s a small party with friends and family or a 

major multi-day meeting/retreat. Chef Julie is also unbelievably talented 

at helping to plan special dessert delicacies to add a special flair to your 

event. 

If you live on Monkey Island, remember we offer pizza delivery ser-

vice from Doc’s Thursday-Monday. The pizza menu is on line and on our 

new free mobile app, along with the regular menu at Doc’s. Summit Res-

taurant dinner and dessert menus are also on line. There is a special 

phone number for pizza delivery – 918-257-7777.  

If you haven’t already downloaded our mobile app, please do it now. 

Just text the word “Grand” to 70000 and follow the instructions. It’s 

quick, easy – and extremely valuable as we continue to add special events 

at Shangri-La. 

Thank you so much for your continued support and for your kind 

compliments about our food & beverage service – and thank you for 
including Shangri-La in your plans with family and friends. I wish you a 

great new year ahead. If there is anything we can do to enhance your 

dining experience, please let me know. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of F&B 

“Thank you for your continued support and kind words!”  

– Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of Food & Beverage 

What a year, you guys! And what a month we had in 

December. Between the private parties, weddings, banquets, 

Sunday brunches at Doc’s, our annual Sunday Brunch with 

Santa event, a plethora of Christmas-Desserts-to-Go, a Wine 

Club Wine Dinner, the New Year’s Eve Midnight Breakfast 

Buffet, and the incredible sold-out New Year’s Eve Members 

Wine Dinner – it was a busy and rewarding month in the 

Food & Beverage department. Thank you for all your support! 

We also had great turn-outs for our college football 

bowl watch parties – both for the playoff games and New 

Year’s Eve bowl games at Doc’s. We had a great New Year’s 

Eve holiday crew staying with us at the hotel, taking full ad-

vantage of both our special holiday room rates, our compli-

mentary transportation to and from New Year’s Eve party 

hot spots, and both our Sunday Brunch and New Year’s Eve 

Midnight Breakfast Buffet. I can’t tell you how thrilled I am at 

the overwhelming support for our operations at Doc’s Bar & 

Grill and the Summit Restaurant. Your continued support is 

humbling, indeed. 

As we move into 2019, we are stepping up our game, 
planning very special menus for the landmark special events 

like Valentine’s Day, Easter Sunday, Mother’s Day and the 

summer season that will be here before you know it.  

As you plan ahead for Valentine’s Day next month, I 

want to share what we have planned. Valentine’s Day is on a 

Thursday this year – and that’s the night we will offer an in-

credible “Sweetheart Banquet” for members and hotel guests 

at The Summit Restaurant. On Friday and Saturday, February 

15-16, we will also have special Valentine Menus at The Sum-

mit. 

Moving into the new year, bookings are filling the Shangri

-La Resort Hotel with a variety of group activities, retreats, 

conferences, banquets and events throughout the months 

ahead. I am so proud of the incredible work done by our 

banquet and catering crews. The re-booking rate for entities 

Community involvement is an important part of the Shangri-La commitment. 

Director of Sales Dana Able, Director of Catering Linda Wall, and Director of 

Communications & Government Relations Mike Williams are pictured at the 

Grand Lake Association Annual Banquet held in December. 



 

Page 4 The Horizon: January 2019 

Happy New Year! 

I am completing my first year as Marina Manager at Shangri-La Marina – and I am 

so grateful for the many new friends I have made among our great group of slip 

renters, customers, members and the many resort guests who have stopped by the 

Ship Store to grab Shangri-La clothing, souvenirs, and caps to commemorate their visit 

to our little paradise at the tip of Monkey Island. 

It has been an incredible year at the marina – and I am excited at the prospects of 

another fabulous year as we move into 2019. I wish the very best in the year ahead for 

all our valued patrons at Shangri-La Marina. 

It’s Almost Show Time! 

January is a very busy time for our crew at Shangri-La Marina and Nichols Marine 

at Shangri-La. In addition to six-day-a-week marina operations, it is once again time for 

some great boat shows. 

We will be unveiling all the great new models in our seven lines of new boats – 

first at the Oklahoma City Boat & RV Show, then at the Tulsa Boat, Sport & Travel 

Show. The Oklahoma City show will be held at the fairgrounds in OKC January 11-13. 

The Tulsa show at the River Spirit Expo at the Tulsa State Fairgrounds will run for a 

full week, January 28-February 3. 

Nichols Marine is by far the largest exhibitor at both shows, displaying more than 

50 models at the Oklahoma City show and more than 75 boats on two levels of the 
Tulsa show. A trio of new models has generated incredible interest at early shows 

throughout the nation. Chaparral has caught the attention of the watersports crowd 

with the all-new 297 Surf – the largest wakeboard/surf boat made. The unique hull 

design and the popular forward-facing outdrive on the 297 Surf make it an easy-to-

maneuver boat with a comfortable ride, even when you finish your surfing adventures 

and just want to cruise the lake. For the purists in the surfing world, we also have the 

complete line-up of the MasterCraft boat line, the true leader in the wakeboarding and 

surfing world.  

Chris-Craft is introducing a new luxury bowrider with a tower and hardtop – the 

28 Launch GT. Chris-Craft’s center console outboard line-up is headlined by the in-

credible Catalina 30 with twin 300 HP Mercury outboards. We have also received the 

hard-to-get Robalo 302 Center Console, also powered with twin 300 HP Mercs. With 

a 10’6” beam, this is the perfect Grand Lake Boat, but it is a high-demand model that 

Dock Talk 
by Phillip Cunningham 

Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Happy New Year from the Shangri-La Marina team: Lead Dock Hand Cullen Coffey,  

Ship Store Manager Lyn Moore, and Marina Manager Phillip Cunningham  

is tough to obtain. There is only one on Grand 

Lake – the only one we have been able to get, 

aside from the one we will have in the shows. 

Additional Models Available 

In addition to newly introduced models, 

we have an incredible array of new boats from 

which to choose. In the Chris-Craft line, we 

have Launches in 27, 30, and 34-foot lengths, 

plus an incredible buy on a demonstrator mod-

el of the most unique of all designs – the 

Launch 36 – which is a center console boat 

with an on-deck galley, sunken forward sun 

lounge – and accommodations that sleep five! 

Chaparral models include a variety of bow 

riders and surf boats. We also stock the full 

line of MasterCraft boats and the leading man-

ufacturer of luxury tritoons – Bennington – as 

well as Ranger and Triton Bass Boats. If pre-

owned boats are your preference, it stands to 

reason that the top dealer of new boats is also 
the best place to find quality pre-owned mod-

els. Nichols Marine at Shangri-La is truly the 

only dealer you need, no matter what your 

boating lifestyle preference might be. 

Prepare for the Season Ahead 

As soon as we finish the two big upcom-

ing boat shows, it will be less than 30 days until 

Welcome Back Weekend. If your boat needs a 

little TLC, this is the perfect time to schedule 

mechanical and cosmetic repairs and bottom 

jobs. Service at Shangri-La Marina is provided 

by Nichols Marine. Contact Tyler Sourjohn at 

918-257-5500 to schedule your repair work 

now to ensure that your boat is ready to go 

when you are ready to hit the water! 

The Ship Store Has Almost Everything – For 

All Seasons! 

Lyn Moore has some tremendous values 

in the Ship Store. Be sure to take a look at 

some really fabulous quarter-zip pullovers in 

sweatshirt material and some really nice all-

season, full-zip raingear coverups. Those are 

really popular! Check out the great selection 

of sunglasses, too, including Solaray, Maui Jim, 

and the Epoch polarized sunglasses which are 

reasonably priced at around $40.  

If there is any way we may be of service 

to make your boating adventures more enjoya-

ble, please don’t hesitate to let me know. Fol-

low us on Facebook at Shangri-La Marina & 

Boat Sales or on our website at 

www.shangrilaok.com - and download that 

new Shangri-La Mobile App! Please let me 

know if there is any way we can make your 

boating experience more enjoyable. I always 

look forward to seeing you. 

http://www.shangrilaok.com
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WELCOME TO THE TEAM! Shangri-La Sales Manager Joni Cox 

Joni Cox joined the Shangri-La Team December 10 as 

Sales Manager, working directly with Director of Sales 

Dana Able. A native of Miami, Oklahoma, Joni actually 

started her career in hospitality at the old Shangri-La Re-

sort.  

“I did an internship at the front desk when I was in 

college.,” she says, “so, I’m familiar with the history of the 

resort and the original facilities. It’s really like a breath of 

fresh air to see what an incredible facility has sprung up 

from the demolition and complete replacement of the orig-

inal buildings and golf course.” 

Joni is a graduate of Northeastern Oklahoma State 

University with a degree emphasizing Meeting & Destina-

tions Management. 

“As soon as I graduated, there was a brand new Sher-

aton Hotel opening in Overland Park, Kansas. I managed to 

get on the pre-opening staff there, and gradually moved up. 

I learned a LOT there. I got into the meeting planning and 

Staff Spotlight: Joni Cox 
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

sales field primarily because of my love for the hospitality business,” 

she says. “It was a fairly new major when I was in college, and I love 

it. It’s not the same mundane thing every day. It’s always different, 

and always a challenge.” 

Joni left the Kansas City area to take a job as a meeting planner 

at Texas Instruments. She also worked in sales positions for Westin 

Hotels and Hilton in the Dallas area before returning to Kansas City 

as Corporate Sales Manager at Sheraton in Overland Park. In 2015, 

she returned to the Grand Lake area, taking a job as Sales and Event 

Manager at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M in Miami. 

“I have two kids. My son Blake is three and my daughter Eliza-

beth is eight, going on 15,” she laughs. “I wanted to raise my kids the 

same way I grew up - in a small-town community. After my dad 

retired, my parents moved from Miami to Grove, so that’s where I 

moved my family in 2015.” 

She may be a small-town girl at heart, but she brings a big 

world view and vast experience to the Shangri-La team. Her experi-

ence with meeting and event planning from both the customer’s 

point of view and the event facility point of view is a valuable asset. 

Her broad view extends beyond the business world. In addition to 
spending time with her family and an avid love for photography, she 

also loves travel. London tops her destination list. 

“It was one of my very favorite places,” she says. It has such 

incredible history. Everything’s old…really old. That entire part of 

the world is fascinating to me. I was lucky enough to be in London 

on opening day of parliament, and I actually got to see the queen,” 

she recalls.” People who live there were telling me they never get to 

see her. So that was a pretty cool experience.” 

Her move to the Shangri-La sales team is actually the result of a 

Shangri-La member who made Joni aware of the Sales Manager posi-

tion. She says it was a perfect fit – and perfect timing. She will be 

working in a lot of geographic regions, but Tulsa and the surround-

ing communities will be her initial focus for group bookings.  

Affable, knowledgeable, outgoing, and quick to laugh, Joni Cox 

is perfect for the Shangri-La Sales Manager’s job. 

(Above) As at any movie presentation, there was no reason 

for anyone to be hungry at our inaugural movie marathon. 

(Right) These excited – and hungry – guys were two of more 

than 100 attendees at our first “Christmas Movie Marathon” 

at Shangri-La.  
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2018 Staff Appreciation Party 
 

We are grateful to have the best staff around!!! 
Thanks to all our members who contributed to the Staff Holiday Fund. 

You are the best! 

(Top Left) Chief Operating Officer Jon Davidson and Mem-

bership, Marketing & Event Coordinator Katelin Threet 

were all about passing out gifts at Shangri-La’s employee 

Christmas party. 

 
(Top Right) There was certainly no shortage of gifts at the 

Shangri-La employee Christmas Party. 

 
(Middle Left) Congratulations to Debbie Boyer who drew 

the ticket for the #1 gift – a 55-inch Samsung television!  

 
(Middle Right) Chef Harrell Pickens was totally in the 

Christmas spirit! 

 
(Bottom Left) Assistant Golf Professional Bradley Jumper 

was all about the cupcake eating contest – no hands  

allowed! 
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Michael Thrift  
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Grand Lake and Shangri-La could not have a better ambassador  

than Michael Thrift!  

Michael Thrift may live in Edmond, Oklahoma, but Grand Lake fills 

his past, his current spare time, part of his business schedule, and his 

heart and soul. He first began spending weekends on Grand Lake as an 

11-year-old youngster. By the time he was 15, his family moved to 

Grand Lake full time – and his true love of the lake became a part of his 

very being. 

“My family had a house in Shangri-La Estates,” he recalls. “In 1993, 

we moved to the lake full time. As my family was preparing for the 

move, I got a summer job at Harbors View Marina, so my parents al-

lowed me to move to the lake ahead of the rest of the family. I wasn’t 

old enough to have a driver’s license, so I drove our 33-foot Sea Ray 

from Monkey Island to Duck Creek every day for work. As a 15-year-

old, I only knew one speed, so I’m pretty sure I used more money for 

fuel than my salary,” he laughs, “but it was a great time – and a great 

memory! Grand Lake has been in my blood ever since.” 

A graduate of Grove High School, the University of Central Okla-

homa, with a Masters Degree from Oklahoma Christian University, 

Michael is totally immersed in the “tech business” as Data Protection 

Area Manager for Dell EMC in seven states, and Software Manager for 

those states as well as four others. His job keeps him on the road or in 
the air on a high pressure schedule. Flying to various parts of his expan-

sive territory at least three days a week, he stopped counting his take-

offs and landings in 2018 when the number hit 225. His nights spent in 

hotels on business trips topped 130 for the year. 

For those not quite as involved in the “tech industry,” we asked 

Michael to explain his job in civilian terms.  

“I manage our data protection practice for public sector and com-

mercial space. Data protection means back-up and recovery of data,” 

he explains “…hardware and software solutions as well as cloud pro-

tection strategy for enterprise application. Usually we do an on-

premises and off-premises protection plan. We’re just 

trying to mitigate risk for our clients by providing en-

hanced service to our business customers.” 

What? Michael laughs at the response. 

“My mom doesn’t get it, either,” he says, only half-

jokingly. “She just tells people ‘he has a real good job and 

we’re very proud of him.’” 

He obviously has a strong work ethic, “instilled in me 

by my parents,” he says. But his world really revolves 

around his six-year-old son Foster. 

“He is awesome,” Michael beams. “He loves to per-

form. He knows more song lyrics than I do, and he has 

more dance moves than Fred Astaire. He’s my world! He’s 

a great traveling partner, and my biggest hobby is finding 

Disney places to take him. We’ve been on a Disney cruise, 

we’ve been to Disneyland twice, and we’re planning a Dis-

neyworld trip and another trip to Disneyland and Univer-

sal Studios in 2019. He’s a great traveling partner,” he says 

proudly.  

He shares his love of Grand Lake with Foster, as well. 
He has a condo in Monkey Island’s Vista Tower and keeps 

his boat at Shangri-La Marina and the Thrift boys travel to 

the lake every chance they get. He constantly shares the 

venue with everyone he meets. He has posted photos on 

Facebook from more than 20 states and Mexico – always 

wearing a logoed Shangri-La cap. Although he lives on a 

golf course in Edmond’s Rose Creek addition, the Shangri-

La course is his course of choice – and he shares that ven-

ue with buddies at least twice a year and with business 

associates from 20 states. 

“I love the Shangri-La venue for corporate meetings,” 

he says. “I have back-to-back August meetings scheduled 

for Shangri-La, and I’m working on a leadership meeting at 

the resort for the western states in my territory for June.  

“We have meetings all over the country – San Diego, 

Phoenix, New Orleans – but I like having my meetings at 

Shangri-La when I can,” he says with pride. Everybody is so 

surprised when they come here. The thing my guys are 

most surprised by is the type of facility that is available 

right on a lake that is such a popular playground.  Anyone 

who doesn’t live in Oklahoma, Arkansas, or Kanas is com-

pletely shocked at the incredible resort facilities at Shangri-

La. Because of its location right on the shores of such an 

incredible lake, it’s easy to throw in team-building events 

like golf, boating, yacht charters, and parasailing to add to 

my meeting components. It’s just the perfect place!” 

Michael recalls his childhood years at Shangri-La; and 

he is effusive in his praise for the reconstruction of a re-

sort facility that even exceeds his childhood memories. 

“Club Corp owned the old Shangri-La Resort when 

we first moved here, but the ‘old-to-new’ transformation 

is unbelievable,” he says. “I remember the Mickey Mantle 

Golf Tournaments, Steve Owens’ Heisman Tournaments, 

and all the great events– but now the place is once again 

like it was back in ’93 when Monkey’s was open and there 

were always great corporate events and parties here.  

“Thanks to the commitment of Eddy Gibbs, Jason 

Sheffield, Jon Davidson, and their great team, Shangri-La 

has the atmosphere once again that I remember as a kid, 

Continued on page 8…  



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00am-5:00pm Monday-Wednesday 

8:00am-6:00pm Thursday-Sunday 
 

Turnhouse 
Monday-Sunday – 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
Sunday-Thursday: 4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 

Friday-Saturday: 4:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.  

Open to Members, Golfers and 

Resort Guests Only 
 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
Monday-Saturday: 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  

Closed Sunday  
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Eddy’s is Closed for the Season Re-Opening 

Spring 2019 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
Open Seven Days a Week 

7:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  
 

Bar 211 
Available for Special Events  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
Friday-Saturday – 10:00 a.m.-700 p.m. Sunday  

and Thursday – 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
(Spa services available Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday for Pre-Arranged Groups)  

There’s plenty to do at Shangri-La for guests of all ages! Just ask  little Sylvia Meyers f 

rom Tahlequah who had a great time at our resort with her mother, Kelie. 

but with a better, more spectacular environ-

ment. The resort pool is absolutely something 

more special than anywhere else in this part of 

the United States, maybe anywhere in the coun-

try. You don’t feel like you’re in Oklahoma. 

That’s for sure!” he says.  

He should know. He has plenty of experi-

ences to compare. Aside from business travel 

to 20 states more than 130 days a year, his 

hobbies include – believe it or not – non-

business travel. Domestically, his favorite travel 

spots include the Florida Keys and San Diego.  

Internationally, Cabo San Lucas is his choice of 

destination. In fact, he just returned from Cabo, 

just ahead of a planned non-business trip to Hawaii 

next month. 

“In the end, though, there’s no place like 

home. Grand Lake will always be home to me, and 

one of my greatest joys is to share the paradise 

that is my home with first-timers who are always 

astonished.” 

Grand Lake could not have a better ambassa-

dor than Michael Thrift. 

Continued from page 7…  


