
 Winter Gala, Sunday Brunch with Santa,  
New Year’s Eve Celebrations Highlight  

a Busy Month at Shangri-La Resort 
By Barry Willingham, President & CEO 
Shangri-La Golf Club Resort & Marina 

your party – so all you have to do 
is enjoy! 
Winter Gala and Brunch with 
Santa 

Saturday evening, December 
14, we will host our inaugural 
open-to-the-public Winter Gala at 
the Roosevelt Ballroom at our 
resort hotel. Guests will enjoy an 
outstanding event of cocktails, 
wine, champagne, a four-course 
plated dinner, and fabulous enter-
tainment by the popular band 
House Party. Naturally, a cash bar 
will be available, as well. For 
those who want to make a full 
night of fun, we are also offering 
an over-night hotel package for 
Gala attendees including a room 
for the night and breakfast for 
two for just $109. That means a 
couple can enjoy all the festivities 
at the Gala, a night in a beautiful 

We invite members to join 
us and bring a guest or two to the 
indoor resort pool Monday 
morning December 9 at 10:00 
a.m. for the unveiling of the for-
mat of our new Water Aerobics 
classes led by Certified Instructor 
Mary Ellen Risinger who has 
been teaching such classes for 30 
years. Regular classes will begin in 
January, but we invite you to 
enjoy a free sample of what the 
classes will be like. Bring your 
swimsuit, a friend, and a good 
attitude about improving your 
health. We’ll provide everything 
else.  

We also have a few available 
dates is you would like to host 
the perfect holiday party – at 
Shangri-La! Contact Director of 
Sales Dana Able or Director of 
Catering Linda Wall to make your 
plans and handle the details of 
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The Horizon 
What’s New at Shangri-La 

From Halloween celebrations 
to our Festivus Party; our Thanks-
giving Buffet to our Black Friday 
Seafood Buffet; OU-Texas Tailgate 
to a Bedlam Watch Party; sold-out 
cooking classes to our smash hit 
Thursday night Prime Rib & Karao-
ke events – November was a fantas-
tic month for our members and 
guests at Shangri-La Resort. I am so 
grateful that so many people and so 
many businesses and associations 
have chosen Shangri-La for our #1 
product – FUN! 
December Events 

December is full month of 
celebration. Chef Julie’s popular 
Holiday Desserts-to-Go are availa-
ble for order right now – and yes – 
Chef Mike will continue his popular 
Saturday afternoon cooking classes 
in December; and Terry Jordan will 
be entertaining us every Saturday 
and Sunday evening at the Summit.  

Continued on page 2…  
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room, and breakfast for two for only $259. We 
hope this event becomes one of Shangri-La’s 
many traditions. For reservations, contact 
Katelin Threet at 918-257-7720 or email Kate-
lin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

Sunday, December 15 is our annual Sun-
day Brunch with Santa. In addition to an eye-
popping holiday brunch buffet at the Summit 
Restaurant, St. Nick and his crew will be on 
hand for holiday photographic memory mak-
ing. Contact the Summit Restaurant at 918-257
-4200 or email summit@shangrila to save your 
spot to enjoy brunch with Santa. 
New Year’s Eve Wine Dinner 

Our New Year’s Eve celebration offers 
something for everyone. Our members are 
invited to join us at 6:00 p.m. for a truly re-
markable Wine Dinner at the Summit Restau-
rant with entertainment by popular entertainer 
Terry Jordan. Contact the Summit quickly to 
reserve your spot for this stellar event. We will 
have you out in plenty of time to ring in the 
new year at your favorite holiday party. 
A Monkey Island New Year’s Celebration 

In that same spirit of cooperation with 
our fellow Monkey Island businesses, we are 
offering the general public a fantastic oppor-
tunity to ring in the new year in style with a 
very special holiday hotel rate. Guests will 
enjoy a beautiful hotel room and two tickets to 
our all night New Year’s Eve Breakfast Buffet 
(1:00 a.m.-4:00 a.m.) for only $129. If you 
would like to stay two nights, you can extend 
your stay for a two-night price of $199. We 
understand Monkey Island parties, so we are 
also offering a complimentary 4:00 p.m. late 
check-out on New Year’s Day. We want every-
one to enjoy the holiday – but safety is key. We 
are happy to provide hotel guests with compli-
mentary transportation to and from our awe-
some Island party spots including Shebang, Big 
Shots Rhythm & Booze, Monkey Island Pub, 
Blind Swine, the Road Hog Saloon, and Chero-
kee Casino-Grove.  

Doc’s Bar & Grill will offer a wonderful 
Prime Rib Dinner special New Year’s Eve, 
along with a midnight champagne toast. As the 
party crowd returns to the hotel, Chef Mike’s 
crew will help clear out the cobwebs with a 
terrific Breakfast Buffet from 1:00 a.m.-4:00 
a.m. 

On New Year’s Day…College Football 
Bowl Games! And there’s no better spot than 
Doc’s Bar & Grill to catch all the action and 
cheer your favorites to victory. 
Live Entertainment at the Summit 

Response to entertainer Terry Jordan’s 
regular Saturday & Sunday night performances 
in the Summit Restaurant has exceeded our 
expectations. We would like a chance to do the 
same for you! The Summit Restaurant has an 
entirely new winter menu, along with weekly 
Saturday & Sunday performances by Terry 
Jordan (6:00-9:00). The Summit is open to 
members and registered hotel guests Friday & 

Continued from page 1…  

Saturday nights – and is open to the general 
public Sunday nights.  
Golf, Marina, Turn House 

The marina will be open six days a week 
throughout the winter months (9:00-5:00 
Monday-Saturday – closed Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day) offering fuel service, 
snacks, apparel, and boating supplies. The 
marina is closed on Sundays until Spring. 

The Golf Shop is open 8:00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. daily throughout the coming 
months; and the menu and drink offerings 
have been enhanced at the Turn House 
which is also open from 8:00-5:00 daily. 
Don’t be afraid of a little chilly weather. We 
have golf carts available with covers and 
heaters. 
Membership Drive 

Our Shangri-La Membership Drive is 
underway – and that can mean money in 
your pocket. Any member who brings a new 
Golf Member into the Shangri-La family will 
receive a $1,000 credit at the club. If you 
help sign up a new Resort Member, I’ll give 
you a $500 credit. I know every member 
knows someone who would be a great addi-
tion to our club. And remember, when we 
get 100 additional Golf Members, we’ll start 
work on that new Par 3 Course. The timing 
is up to you. 
 Activity Park Plans 

We are finalizing the design work and 
we hope to break ground soon for our new 
$5 million Activity Park adjacent to our re-
sort hotel. Outdoor facilities will include 
tennis courts, pickleball courts, basketball, 
sand volleyball, bocce ball, croquet and a 
fantastic mini-Fenway Park for whiffle ball 
fun. The 10,000 square foot indoor facility 
will include golf simulators, skeet-shooting 
simulators, pool tables, ping pong, shuffle-
board, a couple of bowling lanes, arcade 
games, pop-a-shot basketball, a 50-seat thea-
ter for movies and video conferencing, Cof-
fee Barista and Pastry Shop and, of course, a 
bar – a world class indoor-outdoor bar. We 
haven’t forgotten the little ones, either. A 

state-of-the-art playground for kids is also 
part of the plan. The Activity Park is going to 
be an unbelievable addition to available 
amenities for our members at Shangri-La.  
Join the Shangri-La Community! 

We continue to be excited about our 
residential real estate ventures at Shangri-La 
as more and more people decide this is a 
wonderful full-time entertainment atmos-
phere for their families. The only remaining 
home left in the Gallery is the furnished 
Model Home on lot #13.  Come check out 
this beautiful gated community directly 
across from the clubhouse! We also have one 
home for sale in Pointe Marin, adjacent to 
the Shangri-La resort hotel. 

In our newest residential development, 
The Ridge at Shangri-La, nine new homes 
are complete and occupied and another sold 
home is currently under construction. We 
have a model home ready for touring any 
time – and four spec homes ready for imme-
diate move-in. If you or someone you know 
is interested in making the Shangri-La life-
style a permanent lifestyle, please contact 
Coldwell Banker Shangri-La Realty to view 
our current inventory or design a new home! 
Download Shangri-La’s Upgraded and 
FREE Mobile App 

If you haven’t already done so, please 
be sure to download the Shangri-La Mobile 
App! It is absolutely free – and it’s a great 
way to stay current with Shangri-La’s special 
offerings and events as well as current events 
and weather conditions. All you have to do 
to download the app is text the word 
GRAND to 855-339-2122. It’s that easy. 
You can also follow our progress and our 
upcoming events on our website at 
www.shangrilaok.com, “Like” us on Face-
book, and follow us on Twitter and Insta-
gram. 

As always, our commitment is to you, 
our members and guests. We wish you the 
very best holiday season in the month ahead, 
and we appreciate your sharing some of your 
holiday season with us at Shangri-La Resort 
on Monkey Island, where the fun never sets! 

So what do the SLW-

GA ladies do with 

their Mondays since 

their 2019 season is 

over? Long after-

noons at Doc’s, of 

course! (clockwise, 

from left): Peggy 

Howard, Judi Barber, 

Debbie Howell, Jackie 

Moore, Linda McCul-

la, Jan Castelli, and 

Marilyn Mlnarik.  

mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
http://www.shangrilaok.com
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There is an incredible package available for Winter Gala at Shangri-La. 

Cost of attending the gala is $75 per person including dinner and entertain-

ment (cash bar available). However, guests will likely want to opt for the 

additional Gala Package offering that includes a hotel room at the resort a 

breakfast omelet station for two for only $109. That means a couple could 

attend the gala, enjoy a fabulous evening, stay at the resort and enjoy the 

omelet station for a total cost of $259 per couple (plus tax). That’s an 

incredible way to enjoy the holiday spirit! 

Sunday, December 15, is the always popular “Sunday Brunch with 

Santa” at the Summit Restaurant. We have planned a really special buffet 

for the Santa Brunch – and be sure to bring the little ones and your cam-

era because ol’ St. Nick will be on hand in person to hear your last-minute 

Christmas wishes.  

New Year’s Eve 

We are pulling out all the stops for our members on New Year’s Eve 

with our traditional New Year’s Wine Dinner. Don’t miss this awesome 

evening of fabulous foods and wines – and the awesome musical entertain-

ment of Terry Jordan. Doc’s Bar & Grill will also have a fabulous New 

Year’s Eve dinner offering with a Prime Rib Dinner special. Doc’s and Shan-

gri-La hotel are also teaming up to run a special New Year’s Eve Package 
including room, transportation to and from all the fun Monkey Island party 

venues, and breakfast. 

For those who celebrate all the way to the end of New Year’s Eve, 

Doc’s Bar & Grill will offer a midnight Champagne Toast – and a special 

Breakfast Buffet for the late-night crowd running from 1:00 a.m. until 4:00 

a.m. for the convenience of hotel guests and late-night revelers.  

New Summit Menu and Schedule 

The Summit Restaurant at the Shangri-La Club House is now open to 

members on Friday & Saturday nights and is open to the general public 

Sunday evenings for fine dining – and we have an all-new menu. Popular 

entertainer Terry Jordan is at the keyboards both Saturday & Sunday eve-

nings through the winter. Although there is no lunch service at the Sum-

mit, there is an expanded food & beverage menu available at the Turn 

House. 

Doc’s Bar & Grill remains open to the general public, as always, for 

three meals a day, seven days a week operating from 6:30 a.m. until 9:00 

p.m. Sunday-Thursday and 6:30 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday. 

Additionally, Doc’s will continue to offer popular special entertainment & 

dining options weekly with “Trivia, Tacos & Tequila Tuesdays,” “Women’s 

Wine Wednesdays,” and “Thursday Night Prime Rib & Karaoke. 

Cooking Classes 

We had such tremendous response to the November Cooking Clas-

ses, we will continue the classes on Saturday afternoons in December. By 

popular demand, I’m changing the format for December classes so at-

tendees will cook themselves at the class. That means the classes will be a 

little longer (1:00-4:00 Saturday afternoons). Due to the required cooking 

stations, classes will be limited to only 16 people (pairs cooking at 8 sta-

tions), and the cost is a little higher ($45). 

 I joked the other day that we are developing such great cooks in 

those classes that I may press them into service during the summer rush! 

Reservations must be made no later than noon Friday before each class – 

subject to space availability. If you would like to join us for the Saturday 

afternoon culinary fun, please RSVP to Katelin Threet at 918-257-7720 or 

email Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

Thank you so much for your continued support and for your kind 

compliments about our food & beverage service – and thank you for in-

cluding Shangri-La in your holiday plans with family and friends. If there is 

anything we can do to enhance your dining experience, please let me 

know. In the meantime… 

Bon Appetit. Let’s eat! 

 

Culinary Conversation 
Michael Bujold, Executive Chef and Director of F&B 

Chef Mike’s Saturday afternoon cooking classes have  

quickly become one of our most popular events.  

(photo courtesy of The Grand Laker) 

November was a virtual culinary whirlwind at Shangri-

La! Between the Thanksgiving Buffet at Doc’s, the Thanks-

giving-to-Go meal preparations, the Black Friday Seafood 

Buffet, the new Prime Rib & Karaoke Thursday menu, the 

Festivus Party, the all-new Summit Restaurant menu, and a 

variety of banquet events, our crew was really hopping! 

Holiday Special Events 

If you think November was a busy month for us, just 

wait until you see the holiday fun we have planned in De-

cember! We are once again offering Chef Julie’s services to 

you for the holiday season with her incredible menu of 

“Desserts to Go.” Get your orders placed and prepare to 

dazzle your holiday guests with an amazing array of beauti-

fully decorated delicacies. Christmas cakes and cheese-

cakes range in price from $40-$50 and may be ordered 

any time by contacting Linda Wall, Director of Catering, at 

918-257-7716. All cake orders must be picked up no later 

than 6:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

On December 14, plan to join us for the inaugural 

Winter Gala at Shangri-La. I have planned a fabulous five-
course dinner featuring a crab-stuffed filet entrée served 

with wine and champagne.  After dinner enjoy an evening 

of outstanding musical entertainment by the talented band 

House Party. The open-to-the-public event begins at 6:00 

p.m. in the Roosevelt Ballroom of Shangri-La’s Resort Ho-

tel. For reservations, contact Katelin Threet at 918-257-

7720 or email Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com.  

mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
mailto:Katelin.threet@shangrilaok.com
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I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving holiday. I can’t believe it’s already 

December! Winter marina hours of operation are 9:00-5:00 Monday-Saturday. 

We are closed on Sundays during the winter months; and we will be closed both 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Otherwise, we are here to meet your needs 

for fuel, boating accessories, boat sales, HydroHoist lift sales, apparel, and snacks. 
We have some great Christmas gifts in the Ship Store, including long sleeved tees, 

hoodies, and some awesome all-weather jackets, as well as a lot of fun souvenir 

items that make great stocking-stuffers.  

Marina and Boat Winterization 

Like boats, our marina is subject to damage from extended hard freezes, and 

we must winterize the marina including disconnection of water systems on the 

docks. Water has been shut off on all docks at the marina. Since water is required 

for the pump-out facilities, the pump-out is closed, as well. 

If your boat is not equipped with bilge heat for use in the winter, you should 

have your boat winterized by now. Please contact Nichols Marine immediately 

and schedule the winterization of your boat, if you haven’t already taken care of 
that task. If you are still using your boat, but you have an idea when you will finish 

your boating for the year, go ahead and schedule your winterization right now. 

Contact Nichols Marine at 918-257-5500 and schedule your winterization with 

Tyler Sourjohn. 

We Need Your Insurance Verification 

We are required to maintain current insurance verification from all slip 

renters. It is vital for our own insurance that we have current verification that 

your boat is properly protected. This is very important. Unless we have proof 

of current $500,000 boat liability on file, slip renters are in violation of their lease. 

Please get a copy of the declarations page of your boat policy to Lyn Moore. Ei-

ther drop it by in person or mail it to her at the marina (57151 East Highway 125, 
Monkey Island OK 74331). If you have a scanner or camera available, you can also 

email a copy of your declarations page to us by emailing directly to Lyn at 

lyn.moore@shangrilaok.com. 

Slip Availability 

Shangri-La Marina is close to capacity, but we do have a handful of available 

slips – 24, 28, 32, and 40 feet in length.  

Dock Talk 
by Phillip Cunningham, Shangri-La Marina Manager 

Shangri-La Marina is closed on Sundays through the winter months –  

and will also be closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  

If you know someone who may like to join 

the Shangri-La family and are looking for a place 

to keep their boat, remember that slip renters at 

Shangri-La Marina may also join the growing 

membership at Shangri-La Golf Club & Resort 
without paying any initiation fee. If the need for 

accommodations for your boat includes the need 

for a lift, remember that Shangri-La Marina is one 

of the largest dealers for popular HydroHoist 

Boat Lifts. 

Boat Sales  

Boat sales through November have been 

good. The Fort Lauderdale International Boat 

Show is behind us, so all the new models are 

available. In fact, we just ordered two new pre-

sold boats – and new models are coming in daily. 
Smart buyers know this is the very best time of 

the year to purchase a new boat. With the boat 

show season underway manufacturers are offer-

ing special deals on the 2020 models as well as 

extra incentives to sell new boats that are still in 

dealer inventory. 

Boat Shows are On the Horizon 

We are already getting inventory ready and 

booth space planned for the two biggest boat 

shows in our area coming up next month. Can 

you believe it? The Oklahoma City Boat & RV 
Show will be January 10-12 at the Bennett Event 

Center at the State Fairgrounds. The Tulsa Boat, 

Sport & Travel Show will be held January 27-

February 2, 2020 at the River Spirit Expo, Expo 

Square at the Tulsa State Fairgrounds. The Nich-

ols Marine group is always the largest exhibitor 

at both shows; so make your plans now to join 

us at either – or both shows. It’s always a lot of 

fun and all the new models will be on display. 

2020 should be another great year. 
Ship Store Operation 

Come check out the bargains available in the 

Ship Store. We have a great selection of T-shirts 

and tank tops for all ages, including some really 

fun “monkey-themed” tees for kids and lots of 

other great Christmas gift ideas and stocking 

stuffers.  

We know this is a busy time of year for 

everyone. We’ll be on the docks every day keep-

ing a close eye on things as we prepare the arri-

val of new models and the upcoming boat show 
season in Oklahoma. 

If you are boating through the winter, the 

Shangri-La Marina staff is here to help with a 

great supply of snacks, candy bars, ice cream 

treats, footwear, apparel, hats, caps, and a range 

of boating supplies. Come join the fun! Enjoy the 

holidays at Shangri-La! 

mailto:lyn.moore@shangrilaok.com
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Shangri-La Resort Concierge Jason Morgan 

It was December, 2011. The Shangri-La Clubhouse and Summit Restau-

rant had been open less than six months when a young man named Jason 

Morgan applied for a job. 

“They told me they weren’t hiring right then, but asked if I would be 

interested in a job for the next year. I said, ‘I’m interested in a job for life!’ 

Less than two months later, I was at work in the Summit Restaurant as a serv-

er,” Jason recalls. 

He moved up the ranks quickly, from server to lead server, then Assis-

tant Manager at the Summit, then Manager, and a short stint as Banquet Man-

ager. 

“I decided after a short time that Shangri-La is where I wanted to be for 

my entire career; so I’ve been working to climb the ladder,” he says. 

The hard work has paid off, both for Jason and for Shangri-La. Jason is 

now officially the very first Concierge at Shangri-La’s Resort Hotel. Having 

lived in the Grand Lake/Monkey Island area since he was five years old, Jason 

is the perfect fit for such a challenging job. 

“I just want people to enjoy themselves while they’re at Shangri-La….and 

know what all their options are,” he says. “I just want to be a one-stop shop. I 

know the resort, I know the Island, I know the lake, and I know what options 

are in the Grand Lake area – and I know the owners and operators of those 
businesses. I want every trip to Shangri-La and Grand Lake to be a very spe-

cial trip full of great memories.” 

Jason jokes that the job of a Concierge is a cross between a “glorified 

clerk, butler, and personal assistant.” 

“When guests make plans to come to Shangri-La, I become their staff, no 

matter what events, activities, or personal needs they are looking for. From 

events at Shangri-La to skeet shooting and trail rides – on the land, on the 

water, or in the air, I can handle any arrangements from Har-Ber Village tours 

to hair cuts.” 

Jason’s Shangri-La roots are deep and entrenched. His mother, Nancy 

Morgan, who now represents nearby “Visit Bentonville” in northwest Arkan-

sas, was Director of Sales & Catering at Shangri-La when Jason was just a little 

boy. His wife July is the renowned Executive Pastry Chef at Shangri-La. He 

hosts the resort’s weekly Trivia, Tacos & Tequila events Tuesday evenings and 

leads the popular karaoke events every Thursday night. 

“Aside from our kids, Zofi and Elijah, Shangri-La and its members & 

Staff Spotlight: Jason Morgan  
By Communications Director Mike Williams 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas –  

all around Shangri-La Resort.  

guests are our primary focus in life,” he says.  

A self-proclaimed “gamer,” Jason also 

enjoys cooking with the kids, golf cart rides, 

board games with the family and teaching 

himself to be a self-contained repair unit. 

“I fixed our air conditioning recently at 

our home here on Monkey Island,” he laughs, 

“and I love working on my scooter. I like mak-

ing things work like they are supposed to.” 

That attitude extends to his previous and 

present positions at Shangri-La Resort, as 

well.  

“I want to talk to our guests before they 

get here. I want to call them before they ar-

rive and let them know what entertainment 

options are available, and where they can go 

to do whatever they want to do. Then, I’ll be 

happy to make the arrangements for them,” 

he says. 

“I want every Shangri-La visit to be a 
special memory-filled experience – with no 

problems! Making that happen for every guest 

is my ultimate goal.” 
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We were excited to host the Oklahoma Marina 

Association annual statewide conference at 

Shangri-La last month. Pictured (from left) 

Executive Director Terri Weir, Vice-President 

Mike Williams, and President Judy Florida.  

Shangri-La Resort was honored November 21 at the South Grand Lake Area Chamber of  

Commerce Annual Banquet when Chamber President Alicia Hampton named Shangri-La  
as the "Grand Lake Business of the Year." Pictured (from left) are Linda Wall, Cari Williams, 

Mike Williams, Alicia Hampton, Jason Sheffield, Brenda Sheffield, and Dana Able.. 

(photo courtesy of The Grand Laker) 

(Top Left) A sunny November afternoon resulted in thousands of dollars raised for completion of the Monkey Island Trail at an  

Island Chili Cookoff and pie-baking competition at Blind Swine. Judges for the cookoff were (from left) Jon Wilson, Barry Willingham,  

Larry Duke, Kathy Hensley, and Greg Bolton. (Bottom Left) Popular entertainer Terry Jordan entertains at the Summit Restaurant  

every Saturday & Sunday evening through March. He’ll also be at the keyboards for our Winter Gala and our New Year’s Eve  

members’ Wine Dinner. (Right) Shangri-La’s Pastry Chef Julie Morgan shows off the trophy she was awarded after winning top honors I 

n the pie competition at the recent Chili & Pie Cookoff fundraiser benefiting additional construction of the Monkey Island Trail.  

The event, held at Blind Swine December 23, raised $11,197 for additional construction on the trail. 
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Shangri-La Member Profile: Mary & Paul Bulten 
by Mike Williams, Director of Communications 

Shangri-La Resort 

Paul and Mary Bulten: Livin’ the Grand Life and lovin’ it more each year! 

It took time and an array of unlikely events to unite a young 

man from Kalamazoo, Michigan and a girl from Checotah, Oklaho-

ma – but, as is frequently the case, nature and fate would not be 

denied. 

Paul Bulten was raised as an only child in Kalamazoo, Michi-

gan. Torn between unlikely career thoughts of becoming a minis-

ter, a teacher, or an engineer, Paul started college as a liberal arts 

major before finally settling on engineering. 

“I figured it was too hard to be a teacher or a minister,” he 

laughs, “and I thought the financial rewards of nuclear engineering 

seemed to be better than my other choices.” 

After graduating from the University of Michigan, Paul took a 

job in Ohio as an engineer, working for a company that built nucle-

ar reactors. Seeing little chance for advancement, he moved his 

nuclear engineering skills to Florida and a joint venture between 

Tenneco and Westinghouse to build nuclear reactors floating off-

shore near Jacksonville. A combination of events – an economic 

downturn, the resulting recession, the Watergate scandal, and 

increasingly skeptical attitudes toward the safety of nuclear power 

– sent Paul into the labor pool again. 
“Right after Thanksgiving, a guy came on the loudspeaker at 

work and announced they were laying off 500 engineers. I was one 

of them,” Paul says. “Fortunately, I had several job opportunities – 

and I chose a move to Houston to work for Brown & Root.” 

As Paul chased opportunities across the country, Mary had 

wrapped up her high school education, and hit the road herself. 

Born in Arkansas, Mary’s family had moved to Checotah when she 

was only three. After graduation, she “moved around a lot” before 

ending up in Houston, Texas where she, too, took a job at Brown 

& Root. Her boss was Paul Bulten. 

“We hit it off immediately,” Mary says. “He was divorced. I 

was divorced. We became great friends and eventually started 

dating.” They were married in Houston. 

“Sometimes it takes a little while to get it right,” Paul laughs. 

“But,” Mary adds quickly, “If you marry your best friend, you’ll 

be happy forever!” 

That happiness did not, however, extend into their careers in 

nuclear power. The nation’s attitude had become negative toward 

the industry, and problems plagued the Brown & Root operation. 

Paul and Mary tired of working for large corporations with little 

control over their own destiny. They took a contract job near 

Phoenix – in Palo Verde. Within a couple of years, Paul had a 

job opportunity back in Florida, and they headed for the Sun-

shine State. Mary went to work in the purchasing department 

for a lumber company. Paul was still involved in nuclear engi-

neering, but was looking for a way out of the troubled indus-

try.  

Mary’s brother, Eddy Gibbs, had started a company in 

Oklahoma manufacturing hardware for fence construction. He 

came to visit Paul & Mary and tried to persuade Paul to come 

to work for him. Mary discouraged him from getting into the 

fence business, although in 1982 she had started contacting 

home center operations in Florida, selling product for her 

brother’s new company. 

“Eddy called Paul on the phone one night and they talked 

for a long time,” Mary says. “When he got off the phone, Paul 

told me he had accepted a job offer from Eddy. I was appre-

hensive, but now I know it was the best decision Paul ever 

made.” 

It was 1985. Paul had joined Eddy’s team at Fence Hard-
ware Specialties, marketing their products as “American 

Hardware.” 

“We only had eight products at that time,” Paul recalls, 

“but we built our reputation on innovation and personal rela-

tionships with customers. We were the first company to use 

powder coating on hardware. That’s where we started and it 

clicked. Everything clicked after that. We ended up in the 

ornamental business, then perimeter security. It was really 

fun; and fantastic things happened to us. We kept growing and 

expanding with manufacturing at Ameristar Fence Products – 

and never really stopped until we sold Ameristar in 2013. By 

that time our sales were almost $200 million per year.” Paul 

was subsequently inducted into the American Fence Associa-

tion Hall of Fame. 

After the Ameristar sale, Paul embarked on his third 

career – commercial real estate. He was Project Manager on 

the construction of a new $50 million campus for Rejoice 

Christian School in Owasso, a project totally funded by Eddy 

Gibbs. 

“That was a chance to do something really fulfilling be-

sides just working with projects,” Paul says thoughtfully. “To 

be able to build that school, work with the kids, and help the 

community were the most rewarding things we’ve ever 

done.” 

Paul also works with the Gibbs Christian Education 

Foundation and manages four office buildings Eddy owns in 

Owasso near Paul and Mary’s home. But as the work load 

lessened, the couple began spending more time at Grand 

Lake.  

“We started coming to Grand Lake 20 years ago with 

Eddy,” Mary says. “We didn’t get a lot of chances to relax in 

those days…but when we did, we did it at Shangri-La. 

“Now Shangri-La has become a true family destination, 

especially since Eddy bought Shangri-La. Now our home at 

Grand (in Shangri-La Chateaus) has four bedrooms - including 

one for each of my sisters - and an exercise room. 

“We do boot camp here every year – we do weights, 

swim, and walk four miles a day. No matter what time of year 

Continued on page 10…  
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SLWGA News 
by Gaylyn Haynes, Publicity Chair 

(Top Left) 18-hole Ringer Box winners Candy Couch (2nd place 

Gross), Gloria Pickens (Net Winner), and Ann Turner (1st place 

Gross). 
 (Middle Left) SLWGA 18-hole Points Winners for 2019 were (from 

left) Peggy Blair (2nd), Candy Couch (1st), Judi Barber (3rd) and, not 

pictured, Candy Brasel (4th).   
(Right) Liz Paden, pictured with Assistant Golf Professional Bradley 

Jumper, took top honors as the Most Improved 18-hole SLWGA 

player for 2019.  
(Bottom Left) 9 hole-Ringer Box Winners for 2019 include Jan Cas-

telli and Susan Jones (not pictured) who tied in gross scoring, and net 

winner Peggy Howard.  

SLWGA ended our season with a Fall Brunch on November 

2.  We had a great attendance and nice door prizes which included 

the table decorations. Judi Barber, President thanked the 2019 

Board and Committee Chairs and announced the 2020 

Board:  President-Judi Barber, VP-Cheryl Brecheisen, Treasurer-

Linda McCulla,  Secretary-Candy Couch, Member at Large-Candy 

Brasel, Publicity-Gaylyn Haynes, Sports Chair 18 hole-Gloria Pick-

ens, 9 hole-Jan Castelli, Away Golf-  Judi Barber 

More on History of Women’s Professional Golf: 
In 1970 JoAnne Carner joins the LPGA Tour at 30 years old 

and wins 23 of her 43 career wins within the decade.  Carner is 

the only woman to have claimed the U.S. Girl’s Junior, U.S. Wom-

en’s Amateur, and U.S. Women’s Open Championships, becoming 

the first golfer to win three different USGA events. In 1972, the 

first LPGA Tournament, the Colgate-Dinah Shore Winners Cir-

cle had a $110,000 purse.  The following year Mickey Wright 

would win that tournament to claim her 82nd LPGA Tour victory, 

a record later surpassed by Kathy Whitworth in 1985. 
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Once again the 2019 Festivus Party brought out a great crowd of Shangri-La members for party fun, camaraderie, and great bargains!  
(Middle) Jackie Moore, Debbie Howell and Liz Paden interrupted shopping for a little catching up at Shangri-La Golf Club’s annual Festivus Party. 

(Right) Shangri-La’s Katelin Threet had a chance to visit with Duane Koehler at the Festivus Party. 

The awesome band “House Party” will provide the dance music for 

the Shangri-La Winter Gala December 14. If you don’t already have 

your reservations, contact Katelin Threet at 918-257-7720  

The Thursday night Prime Rib & Karaoke is a hit with a lot of members 

– including Duane & Tammie Koehler and Bill & Marnie Pettit.  

(Left) Lead Assistant Golf Professional Ryan Dalton spent a little quality time with Judi Barber at the Festivus Party.  

(Middle) Peggy Howard and Tammie Koehler checked out the Festivus Christmas shopping bargains.  

(Right) Dan and Stephanie Moore with Marilyn and Larry Mlnarik enjoying some spirits at the Festivus Party. 



 

 

Shangri-La Hours of  Operation 

Golf Shop 
8:00am-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Turnhouse 
8:00-5:00pm Monday-Sunday 

 

Summit Restaurant & Buffalo Bar 
4:00-10:00 p.m. Friday & Saturday 

(Members and Hotel Guests only) 

4:00-9:00 p.m. Sunday (Open to the Public) 

Live Entertainment by Terry Jordan 

Saturday & Sunday evenings 

 
 

Shangri-La Marina and Ship Store 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday 

Closed Sunday 
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Shangri-La  
Mission 

Statement 
 
 
 

Our mission is to provide a 
first class resort experience 

for our guests and 
members by consistently 

providing enjoyable  
recreation, a safe 
environment, and 

memorable vacation 
experiences. We strive to 

reach these goals by 
developing relationships, 

creating a sense of 
camaraderie and instilling 
pride through the delivery 
of exceptional products, a 
diversity of programs and 

engaging services. 

31000 South Highway 125 
Monkey Island, OK 74331 

P | 918-257-4204 
F | 480-247-4893 

www.shangrilaok.com 
 

Eddy’s Lakeside Bar 

At Shangri-La Marina 
Eddy’s Lakeside Bar is Closed for the Season 

We’ll see you in the Spring, 2020 
 

Doc’s Bar & Grill 

At Shangri-La Resort Hotel 
6:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sunday-Thursday 

6:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
 

Bar 211 
Available for Special Events  

 

The Spa at Shangri-La 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Sunday and Thursday 

10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 
(Spa services available Tuesday and Wednesday for 

pre-arranged groups) 

it is, we love this place. People are friendly. Every-

body waves at everybody else. It’s just wonderful 

here.” 

The guys aren’t left out of the amenities at the 

Bulten’s Grand Lake home. A grotto and cabana 

room have been added. Paul is an avid movie collec-

tor with over 1,000 digital movies in his library. Every 

room in their house has a big screen TV.  Paul also 

has an enviable collection of original bookcase edi-

tion games – mostly board games -. and their 

lakeside terrace boasts a tee box with one of the 

original Shangri-La tee box markers, a full shuffle-

board game, a horseshoe pit and a corn hole game – 

along with a couple of OU chairs just in case anyone 

wonders where their collegiate loyalty lies. 

Paul loves to play golf. Mary, although she has 

been an excellent athlete since her high school days, 

loves the game but hasn’t played as much.  “If Paul 

and Eddy would ever retire, I’d play a lot 

more,” she jabs with a side glance at Paul. 

The 2017 opening of Shangri-La’s Resort 

Hotel enabled Paul and Mary to host their 

expansive family’s biggest event – 30 family 

members including all 15 of their grandchildren 

for a week of nothing but fun. 

 “We do love it,” Paul adds. “At least one 

or the other of us is here most every week-

end. Mary was actually here basically three 

months full time doing these boot camps with 

her sisters.” 

“We’re here at least 30 percent of our 

time, now,” Mary adds, “and that will probably 

increase every year from now on.”  

Paul and Mary Bulten: living the Family 

Grand Life - and lovin’ it more every year! 

Continued from page 7…  

The Shangri-La team welcomes Barbara Anne DeBolt, the first member of our new Shangri-La Ambassador group. 

(from left) Barry Willingham, Ginger Richey, Linda Wall, Michael Bujold, Brett Wisdom, Peter Graf, Dana Able, 

Barbara Anne DeBolt, Mike Williams. 


