
Happy Fathers’ Day!  May God bless and guide our fathers and may God the Father  

reward all our dads for all their sacrificial love for their children.   

 

The first Fathers’ Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910 in the state of Washington.  

However, it was not until 1966, when President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first 

presidential proclamation honoring fathers, designating the third Sunday in June as 

Fathers’ Day.  Six years later, the day was made a permanent national holiday when 

President Richard Nixon signed it into law in 1972 

 

Some Fathers’ Day “fun facts”: 

- There are more than 70 million dads in the USA, with about 1/3 with kids 

under 18. 

- Fathers’ Day is the 4th biggest day for greeting cards (after 

Christmas/Valentine’s Day and Mothers’ Day). 

- Fathers’ Day is celebrated in other countries as well.  In Europe, since the 

Middle Ages, Fathers’ Day was connected with St. Joseph’s Day since St. 

Joseph was the foster father of Jesus.  Now, however, many European 

countries have also placed the celebration on the third Sunday of June.  

Nonetheless, in Finland, Fathers’ Day is the 2nd Sunday of November. 

- In Germany, on Fathers’ Day, men drink all day at beer gardens. 

- In Thailand, Fathers’ Day is celebrated in December and everyone wears 

yellow. 

 

 

A good father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed and yet one of the 

most valuable assets in our society – Billy Graham 

 

Never is a man more than a man than when he is the father of a newborn – 

Anonymous 

 

"Day after day I was able to observe the austere way in which he lived. By profession 

he was a soldier and, after my mother's death, his life became one of constant prayer. 

Sometimes I would wake up during the night and find my father on his knees, just as 

I would always see him kneeling in the parish church. We never spoke about a 

vocation to the priesthood, but his example was in a way my first seminary, a kind of 

domestic seminary."  – St. Pope John Paul II 

 

“Every family needs a father — a father who shares in his family's joy and pain, 

hands down wisdom to his children and offers them firm guidance and love.” – Pope 

Francis 

 

“A man of prayer is capable of everything.” – St. Vincent de Paul 
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