
LESSONS FROM GEESE 
 

 

FACT 1: As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an “uplift” for the birds that 

follow.  By flying in a “V” formation, the whole flock adds 70% 

greater range than if the bird flew alone. 

POINT: Working together allows for greater productivity.  Being a “Lone 

Ranger” has value but, as my first pastor used to say, “No one of us is 

as smart as all of us.”   

 

FACT 2: When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag of 

flying alone.  It quickly moves back into formation to take advantage 

of the lifting power of the goose immediately in front of it. 

POINT: Let other people help you AND help other people as well.  We need to 

do both:  help and be helped; no one is an island as the poem goes! 

 

FACT 3: When the lead goose tires, it rotates back into formation and another 

goose flies to the point position. 

POINT: All of us are needed to get the job done!  All of our skills and all of 

our enthusiasm helps us to get the job done. 

 

FACT 4: The geese flying in formation honk to encourage those up front to 

keep up their speed. 

POINT: Anyone can complain; complaining is easy because nothing is ever 

perfect.  BUT, we have to make sure our “honking” is encouraging. 

 Let’s encourage people, not bring them down!   

 

FACT 5: When a goose gets sick, or wounded or even shot down, two other 

geese drop out of formation and the follow the sickly goose down to 

help and protect it.  They stay with the fallen goose until the goose 

dies or can fly again.  Then they launch out with another formation or 

catch up with the flock. 

POINT: We need to stand by people, especially when they are “wounded”. 

 Don’t let people be alone, especially during difficult times. 

 

Many times, we say to little children, “you silly, little goose.”  Perhaps it would be 

better for all of us if were “silly” geese; they seem to be smarter than us! 


