
FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK 

 
Many times, I view the Gospels as a collection of portraits of different people.  If 

you look closely at the “portraits” you can often see yourself!  As you know, a very 

common hymn that is sung on Palm Sunday and Good Friday is WERE YOU 

THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD.  If you look carefully, you were 

there!  You were there in the portraits of the various people associated with the 

Passion of Jesus.  Over the next week, we will explore the various people present 

during the Passion of Jesus.  See if you can find yourself! 

 

PETER 

 
Were you there in the person of Peter?  Peter was hand-picked by Jesus to be the 

leader of the Apostles.  Jesus told Peter to take care of the disciples; Jesus took 

Peter (and James & John) to experience the transfiguration of Christ.  Jesus even 

changed his name from Simon to Peter, the rock.  In many ways, Peter was “the 

man”. 

 

And, yet, it was Peter who denied ever having known Jesus.  At the Last Supper, 

just a few hours earlier, Peter boldly boasted that he would never betray Christ; he 

boldly proclaimed that he would die before he ever did that. 

 

Am I so different from Peter?  Do I boldly believe that I will follow Jesus 

whenever and wherever but, when the rubber hits the road, I, too, turn my back on 

Christ?   

 

But this same Peter also realized that he had sinned grievously and wept bitterly.  

He turned to Jesus asking for forgiveness – and Jesus forgave him and Peter goes 

on to become the first Pope and Head of the Church. 

 

We, like Peter, can fall from grace, even a terrible fall from grace.  But Peter’s fall 

from grace, his sinfulness, was NOT the end of the story.  God’s transforming 

grace is the end of the story.  Am I willing to acknowledge my sinfulness BUT, 

above all, also have the courage to believe that Jesus loves me enough to forgive 

me?  Am I willing to humbly accept God’s forgiveness of me? 

 

Were you there in the person of Peter? 

 


