
FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK 

 
Many times, I view the Gospels as a collection of portraits of different people.  If 

you look closely at these “portraits” you can often see yourself!  As you know, a 

very common hymn that is sung on Palm Sunday and Good Friday is WERE YOU 

THERE WHEN THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD.  If you look carefully, you were 

there!  You were there in the portraits of the various people associated with the 

Passion of Jesus.  Over the next week, we will explore the various people present 

during the Passion of Jesus.  See if you can find yourself! 

 

BLESSED MOTHER 

 
Were you there in the person of the Blessed Mother?  Mary has always been seen 

as THE disciple, par excellence!  In fact, every month of the year has at least one 

Feast in honor of the Blessed Mother; many months have more than one feast (for 

example, December has the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and the Feast of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe.  St. Pope John Paul II often commented that we come to 

Jesus through Mary. 

 

At all the different times in her life, Mary said “Yes” to God.  From the 

Annunciation to the foot of the Cross, Mary said “Yes” to God’s plan.  Mary may 

not have fully understood the plan; I doubt that on Good Friday as she watched her 

Son die a tortuous death, that she knew that Easter Sunday was around the corner. 

But Mary did know and believe that somehow God was going to right the 

situation; Good Friday was not going to be the end of the story! – and, as we all 

know, Good Friday was not the end of the story:  Easter Sunday and the 

Resurrection was the end of the story! 

 

Like Mary, at different times of our life we are challenged to say “Yes” to God’s 

will.  Like Mary, we may not understand what God’s plan is for us in a given 

situation. 

 

Were you there in the person of Mary, our Blessed Mother? 

 
 

 


