
A note from the Mayor: 

I must apologize to the homeowners and business owners in our community that keep the exterior of their properties in 

excellent condition.  There seem to be more unkempt properties than normal, and our inspection and enforcement of 

the property maintenance issues has been limited for a couple of reasons.  One, Service Director, Kim Blasco, has been 

running the Mecca Street Resurfacing and Intersection Improvement project (a $1.2 million project) most of the 

summer.  Kim also serves as the Zoning Administrator, and the time on the project and other job requirements limit her 

time to address zoning violations. 

Two, the time we did have has been focused on the severely unkempt properties.  I submitted several properties for the 

Demolition and Site Revitalization Program through the Ohio Department of Development administered locally through 

the Trumbull County Land Bank.  We are still waiting to hear from the state on the status of those demolitions. There are 

a couple of properties that have required years of effort; one will be going to the Land Bank.  The other is in court. 

I am asking that if you know someone who may have unkempt properties to please report the property via the 

Procedure for Zoning Code Investigation form on the City website:  cityofcortland.org under the Community tab.  The 

violation reports must be submitted in a written form by mail, email, or fax.  Please do not call the city to report a 

violation.  Further, we prefer that a reporter’s name, address, and contact information be provided in case follow-up 

questions need to be asked; however, a complaint may be submitted anonymously. 

If you or someone you know receives a violation letter from the city, please do what is requested.  Also, if you are 

unable to comply with the request due to health, financial or other issues, please contact us so that we can work with 

you.   

Effective immediately, we will be beginning to enforce the Zoning Code more strictly.  Most violations of the Zoning 

Code can be found under the Exterior Property Maintenance section:  

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/cortland/latest/cortland_oh/0-0-0-18520 

However, violations including tall grass and noxious weeds can be found under Trees. 

Weeds. and Grass section: 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/cortland/latest/cortland_oh/0-0-0-14244 

 

Also, the removal of litter, which includes any garbage, waste, peelings of vegetables or fruits, rubbish, ashes, cans, 

bottles, wire, paper, cartons, boxes, parts of automobiles, wagons, furniture, glass, oil of an unsightly or unsanitary 

nature, or anything else of an unsightly or unsanitary nature, will soon be added to this chapter, as it is already allowed 

under the Ohio Revised Code. 

One difference in these sections is the penalty that can be charged.    In the Trees, Weed, and Grass section, the city is 

allowed to have the work performed and invoice the property owner.  If the property owner does not pay, then the 

costs can be attached as a lien on the property taxes. 

The purpose of these “sticks” is not to fill city coffers with money; moreover, the city does not want the responsibility of 

caring for residential and commercial property.  The purpose is to keep property owners responsible for the 

maintenance of their own property.  If properties look nice, the city benefits; unfortunately, the converse is also true.    

Sincerely, 

Dee Dee Petrosky 
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