
 P.O. Box 907, Springfield, IL 62705 
Phone: (217) 523-2811

Fax: (217) 523-2816
Email: info@illinoispta.org 

i l l iniospta.org

July 5, 2022

Illinois PTA President, Carolyn McCarty issued the following statement on the 
shooting at the Highland Park 4th of July parade.

Our hearts go out to the families of the victims of Monday’s mass shooting and the 
community of Highland Park. As parents, teachers and community members serving 
the families of Illinois, we cannot imagine how horrifying yesterday was for those 
attending this patriotic celebration of our country. Our hometowns should be a safe 
place to celebrate, to come together, to be one community.

Yesterday was yet another senseless shooting this year in which at least four people 
were fatally shot in the U.S. The Highland Park shooting being number 15 for the 
year. We are heart broken and disgusted when even one member of our community 
is lost to senseless gun violence. 
Illinois PTA, along with National PTA and PTAs nationwide are committed to 
supporting an equitable implementation of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act. It 
remains a top priority of our association to prevent and eliminate gun violence, 
promote safety and well-being of all children, and ensure every child has every 
opportunity to reach their full potential.

Our association also stands firm in our commitment to support the well-being of 
those impacted by such incidents as they recover. For those in need of mental 
health support during this time, visit PTA.org/HealthyMinds for free resources.

About Illinois PTA
Illinois PTA was chartered in 1900 as a state affiliate of the National PTA. Illinois 
PTA is comprised of more than 50,000 members serving the students, families, 
schools and communities of Illinois. PTA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
association that prides itself on being a powerful voice for all children, a relevant 
resource for families and communities, and a strong advocate for public education. 
For more information, visit illinoispta.org




