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Illinois PTA Convention 2022 and Advocacy Conference 

(Revised Schedule) 

Inn at 835 - Conservatory, Springfield, IL 

Tuesday, March 29, 2022 

 

 12:30 am  -  5:30 pm Registration Open  

 1:00 pm  - 1:15 pm Convention Opens – Welcome   

 1:15 pm  - 2:15 pm Advocacy Briefing: Understanding the Issues &  

   Meeting with Legislators 

 2:30 pm  - 3:30 pm Workshop: The 3Rs of an Effective Volunteer Program 

 4:30 pm  - 7:30 pm Awards Dinner (Ticketed Event)  

   Keynote Speaker – Emanuel “Chris” Welch, Speaker of  

    the Illinois House of Representatives   

 6:30 pm  - 7:15 pm Registration Open  

 7:45 pm  - 10:30 pm Business Meeting 1  

 

Arlington’s – Upstairs, Springfield, IL 

Wednesday, March 30, 2022 

 

 8:30 am  -  11:00 am Registration  

 9:00 am  - 9:15 am Open Day 2 – Welcome Back  

 9:15 am  - 9:45 am Spring Leadership Series Trivia  

 9:45 am  - 10:15 am Keynote Speaker – Cynthia Changyi-Levin, Author  

 10:15 am  - 11:15 am Introducing the New Illinois PTA Local  

   Advocacy Toolkit 

 11:30 am  - 12:30 pm Business Meeting 2  

Illinois PTA Convention Recessed Until April 28 

 

Virtual 

ZOOM, Thursday, April 28, 2022 

 

 7:00 pm  -  8:00 pm Let’s Wrap It Up Your Home 
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A Message From the Illinois PTA President 

 

Welcome to the 119th Annual Illinois PTA Convention and 2022 Advocacy Conference. 

Are you as excited as I am about coming together again? It has been 2 years since we 

have convened in-person.  ZOOM calls are great, but nothing beats the experience of 

physically being in a room filled with others that share your passion.  

Plans to come back together began last summer and proved to be challenging. But we 

didn’t have to look far to find the inspiration needed to move forward, it was being 

demonstrated all around us. Amazing PTA leaders in schools and communities across 

Illinois reimagined traditional events successfully, while maintaining their purpose and 

engagement. 

Taking a page from our local units, we found a free facility and solicited sponsors and 

advertisers to offset the costs that would normally be passed on to our attendees. Our 

efforts paid off, making it possible to offer registration options from FREE to $30. 

The actual combining of the two events was our biggest challenge, but our Legislative Team stepped up and 

created a great advocacy program designed in honor of PTA’s legacy of advocacy to better the lives of all 

children. You will learn the issues and develop skills to make the ‘ASK’ to legislators when you visit the capitol 

buildings. We can’t wait to introduce the New Illinois PTA Local Advocacy Toolkit, providing you with the tools 

needed to advocate for your child and all children in your school, community, and on state and national issues. 

I am anxious to hear from our Keynote Speakers which come for both ends of advocacy. Emanual “Chris” Welch 

is the current Speaker of the Illinois House of Representatives and first Black lawmaker to hold the position. Chris’ 

many attributes include a focus on improving classroom education and helping the most vulnerable. Our 

Wednesday speaker, Cynthia Changyi-Levin, an advocate, author and mother of two who crafted a new approach 

to advocacy based on her strength as a mother.  

My favorite convention event, and one I am so happy we are bringing back in-person is the Awards Dinner. I have 

said many times that ‘the rewards are the smiles on the kids’ faces’, a sentiment I know all of you share. But we 

would be remiss if we didn’t take time to acknowledge the value our local units and members bring to the PTA 

Mission. This year we will recognize our first ever Membership Platinum Level Award Recipients in addition to our 

long-standing tradition the Illinois PTA Administrator, Teacher and Volunteer of the Year Award Recipients. We 

will also honor our local PTAs that took on the commitment to become a designated School of Excellence during 

a pandemic. 

The success of a PTA event is not what is put on a piece of paper, posted on social media or promoted on a 

website, it is the people. 

WELCOME BACK!  

 

  
One of The Most Common PTA Claims Is Theft & Embezzlement! 

Make Sure You Protect the Money 

You’ve Raised! 

Just give us a call at 1800-876-4044 to find out how! 
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119th Annual Illinois PTA Convention - President’s Report 

 

Writing an annual report takes much reflection. Last Spring when we convened (virtually, of course), we thought 

we were emerging from the pandemic and schools were reopening. We anticipated the education of our children 

would be back in the classroom come fall. We watched during the summer as school districts struggled to decide 

the best course for reopening. Parents and teachers prepared for every option. PTAs leaders wondered, anxious 

to know what they could and couldn’t do this year. 

As we continue to find the new normal for our families, communities, and especially our children, the 2021-2022 

Reflections theme is forefront in my mind. The COVID variances continued to pop up as our students were 

interpreting the National PTA Reflections theme, I Will Change the World By… through their art. How 

appropriate was that theme? COVID has changed our world, but through the strength, resiliency, and flexibility of 

our members, PTA adapted and recommitted to helping our children reach their full potential so they can realize 

the changes they see for our world.  

Illinois PTA continued to expand opportunities for leaders to obtain training through virtual training sessions on 

officer responsibilities, program opportunities, MemberHub usage, and more this past year. We expanded our It’s 

Thursday, Let’s Talk virtual conversations to include discussions conducted in Spanish. Discussion this past fall 

included grant opportunities, membership, education issues focus groups, and more. The Leadership 

Development Team in partnership with Northwest Cook Region held Summer and Winter training opportunities for 

all leaders from across the state. Thank you, Northwest Cook Region, for sharing your resources with the rest of 

the state. 

Our Leadership Team has developed a virtual Spring Leadership Series that will be held during April. This 

series will provide workshops not offered this year at convention. The series of workshops is available to all 

members that wish to broaden their PTA knowledge and leadership skills. The back cover of this program book 

has the full schedule and listing of workshops. Remember to Sign up for the Weekend Update and follow us 

on Facebook and Twitter to find the latest leadership training and engagement opportunities.  

Membership building is a year-round function of PTA. The pandemic hit local units’ engagement hard, reflecting a 

42% decrease across the state in 2020-2021. We understand that rebuilding your membership while navigating 

the restriction of a pandemic is challenging so we created the Membership Recognition Program. The program 

recognizes your efforts to reengage your families and community. This year we are proud to announce more than 

90 local units and 1 council have earned a bronze, silver, gold or platinum level award, with 14 earning platinum 

level. Their efforts contribute to a PTA membership increase of 25% in Illinois through the end of February. 

Membership is key to the success of the PTA mission and so this new program is perpetual. We look forward to 

seeing all PTAs rise to recognition level.  

We introduced the Committee Members-at-Large program to provide non-state board members the opportunity 

to bring their ideas, perspective, and passion to Illinois PTA standing program committees. PTA members without 

the time to commit to a State Board position can now bring their voice to the table, influencing the course of our 

state committees. Illinois PTA is committed to strengthen our voice for all children. The program as it develops 

and pulls in more voices will broaden the diversity, equity and inclusion of our ONE VOICE for EVERY CHILD. 

As we will move into a post-pandemic era, the need to engage and empower our families and communities will be 

prevalent for the recovery of our education system and the future of our children. Illinois PTA State Board of 

Directors and committees will continue to work within our means to provide new resources, opportunities and 

guidance to help our PTAs rise to the next challenge.  

Thank you for serving our children,  

 

 

Carolyn J McCarty 

President, Illinois PTA   
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Greeting From the National PTA President 

 

Greetings PTA Members:  

Welcome to your state convention! I hope that you are staying safe and well. 

Thank you for taking this time to learn and grow as a leader. Your attendance is 

a testament to your commitment to our PTA mission: To make every child’s 

potential a reality. 

I am honored to serve as the 57th national president of this incredible 

association that we love so much. As we approach our 125th anniversary in 

2022, it fills me with pride to say that our mission work is alive and thriving in 

communities across the nation. 

We help every child reach for the stars, we empower our families to fully engage 

in their child’s development, we support our teachers and staff, and most 

importantly, we raise our One PTA voice to advocate for all of our children’s 

needs to all decision makers. 

As Mother Teresa said, “The miracle is not that we do this work, but that we are 

happy to do it.” The coming months will provide new challenges and new 

opportunities, but I know I can count on all of you to meet them with PTA 

passion, persistence and servant leadership. 

My wish for you at your state convention is to leave this experience with a 

renewed mindset. Use this moment to recommit yourself to this work. Be open to possibilities. Today is a chance 

for all of us to rededicate ourselves to the mission and work even harder to make sure that our children are 

successful in their schools, and that families are engaged like never before. 

Please know that National PTA is here to support you every step of the way. I encourage you to explore the 

available resources, especially the PTA for Your Child membership campaign, at PTA.org/MembershipCampaign. 

Remember, we want every family in our schools to join PTA, because we can do more together than apart. 

We can succeed in ensuring our children become all that they can be. Are you ready to start the work with me? I 

can’t do it alone—so I can’t wait to see what we can accomplish together, as ONE PTA! 

Thank you for all that you do. Have a great convention!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anna King 

President, National PTA 

  

Anna King 
National PTA President 
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Keynote Speakers 

Emanuel “Chris” Welch 
Tuesday March 29, 2022 – Awards Dinner 

Chris has served as a State Representative in the Illinois General Assembly 

since January 2013. On January 13, 2021, Chris became the Speaker of the 

Illinois House of Representatives. The first Black lawmaker to hold such 

position. Prior to becoming Speaker, Welch served as Chair of the House 

Executive Committee and before that he Chaired Higher Education.  All 

positions where he left a positive mark. 

As State Representative, Welch focused on improving classroom education, 

creating jobs, helping the most vulnerable, and streamlining government. Welch 

was the Chief Sponsor of several pieces of historic legislation including the law 

bringing cursive writing back to our schools, the Historic Illinois Trust Act, the law 

making Illinois a Welcoming State for immigrants, and the Homeless Bill of 

Rights. Speaker Welch is also a leading voice for adding black and brown 

people to the boards of publicly held corporations after sponsoring landmark 

legislation that requires Illinois corporations to annually disclose their board composition. 

Welch has been recognized with several significant awards for his legislative record including the prestigious 

Zeke Giorgi Award from the AFL-CIO and the Friend and Education Award from the Illinois Education Association. 

Prior to joining the General Assembly, Welch served 12 years on the Proviso Township High School Board of 

Education.  His last ten years he served as the Board Chair. Welch led the Proviso School Board in the creation 

of the Proviso Math and Science Academy, a school that today is recognized by Chicago Magazine and US News 

and World Reports. He did this all while balancing the school’s budget for the first time since the early 90s. 

Welch is married to ShawnTe and has two children, Tyler and Marley. 

 

Cynthia Changyi-Levin  
Wednesday March 30, 2022 – 9:45 am 

Cyndi is the author of “From Changing Diapers to Changing the World: Why 

Moms Make Great Advocates and How to Get Started.” A rare breed of non-

partisan activist who works across a variety of issues, Levin coaches volunteers 

of all ages to build productive relationships with members of Congress. She 

advocated side-by-side with her two children from their toddler to teen years and 

crafted a new approach to advocacy based upon her strengths as a mother. 

Levin served as a board member of RESULTS/RESULTS Educational Fund for 

four years and led volunteer groups for RESULTS in Chicago and St Louis for 

more than ten years. She is currently a volunteer with RESULTS, the ONE 

Campaign, Bread for the World, CARE, Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 

America, MomsRising, and the UN Foundation’s Shot@Life Campaign. 

Her published opinion pieces have appeared in The New York Times, The 

Financial Times, the Washington Post, and many other national and regional 

publications. She has delivered in-person presentations and workshops for 

many organizations including PTA, The World Bank, the UN Foundation’s Shot@Life Campaign, and RESULTS. 

She also appears on podcasts and webinars speaking about advocacy and motherhood, discussing global 

poverty issues, and training advocacy volunteers. She received the 2021 Cameron Duncan Media Award from 

RESULTS Educational Fund for her citizen journalism on poverty issues.  
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Advocacy Conference Workshops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2022 

10:30 am - 11:45 am Advocacy Briefing: Meeting with 

Legislators & Understanding the Issues 

Even if it’s your first time in Springfield at the Capitol, this 

briefing will get you ready to meet with your legislators like 

an old pro. We will cover how to conduct a meeting with a 

legislator, what they want to hear from you, and Illinois 

PTA’s talking points on our target issues. You will learn 

how to make your ask of your legislator and how to 

answer any questions they may have for you. We will also 

help alleviate your fears and answer any questions you 

may have. 

Presenters: Greg Hobbs, Illinois PTA President-Elect 

Brian Minsker, Illinois PTA Legislative 

Advocacy Director 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2022 

9:15 am - 9:45 am Legislator Visits Debrief 

You met with your legislators. Now what? We’ll cover how 

to follow up with your legislator, how to meet with them in 

their district office, and provide you an opportunity to 

share your experiences in the Capitol. 

Presenters: Illinois PTA Advocacy Team 

 

10:15 am - 11:15 am Introducing the New Illinois PTA 

Local Unit Advocacy Toolkit 

Don’t miss the premiere of a brand new resource for your 

PTA: the Local Unit Advocacy Toolkit. Advocacy isn’t just 

meeting with legislators about statewide issues. The Local 

Unit Advocacy Toolkit provides your PTA with the tools it 

needs to advocate at any level, with a special focus on 

advocacy in your community. The toolkit covers how to 

create an advocacy campaign around an issue, build an 

advocacy team, form a coalition with other organizations, 

create an advocacy plan, deal with the media, and more. 

Presenters: Illinois PTA Advocacy Team 
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Illinois PTAs and Schools Designated as National PTA Schools of 

Excellence 2020-2022 

We are thrilled to honor the accomplishments of the five 

Illinois PTAs and their schools earning the designations 

of a National PTA 2020-2022 Schools of Excellence in 

Illinois. The efforts of these PTAs to engage families 

have resulted in a positive impact on our students. 

Family engagement is a critical component of the PTA 

vision, as we recognize parents are key partners in 

helping students learn in-school and at home. 

Dewey PTA and Dewey Elementary School in Evanston 

Keller PTA and Helen Keller Junior High School in 

Schaumburg 

Maercker PTA and Holmes Elementary School, 

Maercker Intermediate School, and Westview Hills 

Middle School in Clarendon Hills 

Roosevelt PTA and Roosevelt Elementary School in 

Belleville 

Twin Echo PTA and Twin Echo Elementary School in 

Collinsville 

Annually National PTA awards one PTA from all 

participating PTAs across the country their top 

designation, the Phoebe Apperson Hearst Outstanding 

Family-School Partnership Award. This year’s recipient 

is: 

Keller PTA, Schaumburg of Illinois 

Congratulation to all our PTA and Schools 

of Excellence! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

All families from across the state are 

welcome to join us as we celebrate our 

students’ artistic accomplishments at our 

SPOTLIGHT event on Sunday, May 1, 

2022. Walk through the galleries 

showcasing the Reflections pieces that 

received special recognition or advanced to 

the National PTA competition. Participate in 

workshops presented by students from 

Millikin University and the Illinois PTA State 

Board of Directors. Be present as we 

recognize the students for their works of 

art. 

SPOTLIGHT and Illinois PTA are proud to 

be able to offer something for everyone.  

 

See your family May 1, 2022, in Decatur! 
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2021-2022 MEMBERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 

PLATINUM MEMBERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

PTA / Council Region President 

ARDMORE CAMPUS PTA Dupage East Sara Weissgerber 

CONRADY JR HS PTSA South Suburban Cook Mary Beth Hines 
DORN PTA South Suburban Cook Manal Arman (Treasurer) 

FULLERTON SCHOOL PTA Dupage East Iliana Castillo 

INDIAN TRAIL PTA - ADDISON Dupage East Lea Patewski 

INTERNATIONAL PREP ACADEMY PTA East Central Cessily Thomas 

KREITNER PTA, INC Southern John Parciak 

LAKE PARK PTA Dupage East Angie Newbill 

LINCOLN MIDDLE SCHOOL PTSA West Suburban Cook Sara Ionescu 

MCDADE CLASSICAL PTA Chicago Kathy Farr 

ORRINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA West Suburban Cook Molly Fouts 

SUTHERLAND PTA Chicago Rebecca Murray 

YORK CENTER/STEVENSON PTA Dupage West Emily Castillo 

COUNCIL ADDISON PTA Dupage East Daniel Medina 

 

GOLD MEMBERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

PTA / Council Region President 

ARDMORE PTA - VILLA PARK Dupage East Sarah Tukiendorf 

BLAINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Chicago Lauren Trost 

CENTRAL ROAD SCHOOL PTA Northwest Cook Daniel McCullough 

CONYER LEARNING ACADEMY PTA Northwest Cook Sarah Tomsovic 

FIELD PTA - ELMHURST Dupage East Trish Poulson 

FREEMAN PTA Northern Emily Adams 

INDIAN PRAIRIE PROJECT ARROW PTA Dupage West David Sundstrom 

INDIAN TRAIL PTA – DOWNERS GROVE Dupage East Blair Covino 

JOHN F KENNEDY MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA East Central Kristen Scorsone 

MEMORIAL PTA, INC - TINLEY South Suburban Cook Jennifer Wolf 

STONE PTA - ADDISON Dupage East Kris Salyards 

 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

PTA / Council Region President 

BARKSTALL PTA East Central Kate Kelts 

CHARLES REED PTA East Central Renee Connors 

CHURCHILL PTA Northwest Cook Laurie Banks 

COLUMBIA PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION, INC. Southern Katie Janssen 

DR HOWARD PTA East Central Stacy Trager 

EMERSON PTA - ELMHURST Dupage East Lisa Wormer 

HAMPTON SCHOOL PTA West Central Amber Bettis 

HAWTHORNE PTA - CHICAGO Chicago Emily Casey 

HUFFORD JUNIOR HIGH PTA East Central Carla Dobson 

KENDALL PTA, INC Dupage West Brooke Cook 

KENWOOD PTA East Central Patty Morenz 

MAERCKER SCHOOL DISTRICT 60 PTA Dupage East Danielle Jamil 

PETERSON PTA - NAPERVILLE Dupage West Angela Kane 

VIRGINIA LAKE PTA Northwest Cook Callie Wrobel 

WASHINGTON PTA – EVANSTON West Suburban Cook Ursula Arsenault 

 

CONGRATULATIONS on Your Membership Achievement! 
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Illinois PTA 

119th Annual Convention 

Delegates Registration Report 

 

Number of Eligible 
 

Delegates Possible 

Number of Delegates Registered 

Business Session I Business Session II 

Local Units 
 
Delegates 

303 
 

1,773 
  

Councils 
 
Delegates 

18 
 

72 
  

Districts 
 
Delegates 

3 
 

12 
  

Regions 
 
Delegates 

10 
 

40 
  

State Board 
 
Delegates 

21 
 

21 
  

Total Delegates    

Registrants    

Visitors    

Total in Attendance    
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One Hundred Nineteenth Annual Illinois PTA Convention 

 

Tuesday, March 29, 2022 

Business Session I Agenda 

Springfield, IL - In-person 

Call to Order Carolyn McCarty, President 

Pledge of Allegiance Greg Hobbs, President-Elect 

National PTA Greeting  Anna King, National PTA President 

Introductions: Past State Presidents, State Board of Directors and Guests 

Platform Assistants 

 Greg Hobbs, President-Elect 

 Anna Weselak, Parliamentarian 

 Peggy Staehlin, Secretary 

 Jeanette Harris, Assistant to the Secretary 

 Barb Quinn, Timekeeper 

Explanation of Parliamentary Procedure Anna Weselak, Parliamentarian 

Credentials Report Connie McElyea 

  Vice President of Field Operations 

Adoption of Convention Program Olesya Malloy 

  Vice President of Programs 

Consent Agenda Peggy Staehlin, Secretary  

 Convention Rules  

 Admission Policy for Children and Youth 

 Audit Report 

Legislation 

 Brian Minsker, 

 Legislative/Resolutions Updates Legislative Advocacy Director 

 Legislative Platform 

Amendments to Bylaws Jeanette Harris, 

  Bylaws Committee Chairman 

Proposed 2022-2023 Budget James Sklena, Treasurer 

Recess (10:30pm) 

 

Wednesday, March 30, 2022 

Business Session II Agenda 

Springfield, IL - In-person 

Call to Order Carolyn McCarty, President 

Credentials Report Connie McElyea 

  Vice President of Field Operations 

Report of the Board Development and Nominating Committee James Sklena, BDNC Member 

 Election Procedures 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Announcements Carolyn McCarty, President 

Recess (12:30pm) 
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Your event is decorated, everyone has arrived, the fundraiser is making money and everyone is 

happy…. But then someone gets hurt and you realize that you forgot to purchase insurance...now 

what? What if you discover some of the fundraising money was stolen? 

The number one question that most PTAs face today is “Why does my PTA need insurance?” Did you know that 

you, as an individual member of the PTA or an officer of the PTA could be held personally liable for an accident 

that occurs at one of your events? Personal Liability means that your personal assets could be at risk if you 

were sued because of something that happened at one of your PTA events. 

Are you willing to put your checking account, your savings account, possibly your 401k or even 

your assets at risk for your PTA? 

Let AIM show you how to protect yourself and your PTA!! 

 

1. General Liability with Extended Medical Payments 
Protection against lawsuits for bodily injury or 
property damage liability resulting from a sponsored 
event. 
Endorsements Available: 

o Extended Medical Payments 
o Media Liability 

2. Professional Liability (Directors & Officers Liability) 
Protection for lawsuits against 
officers of the Organization. 

3. Fidelity Bond (Crime) 
Protects your Organization’s money. 

4. Inland Marine (Business Personal Property) 
Protection for business personal property such 
as fundraising supplies, raffle items or popcorn 
machines. 

Let us help you determine what coverage is right for your PTA!! 

Contact us today at 1-800-876-4044 or aim@aim-companies.com 

 

  

Why Does My PTA Need Insurance? 

Below are the 4 main types of coverage available to your PTA: 

Or visit our website: www.aim-companies.com 

mailto:aim@aim-companies.com
http://www.aim-companies.com/
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Illinois Congress of Parents and Teachers  

STATEMENTS OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND  

NET ASSETS – MODIFIED CASH BASIS 

June 30, 2021 and 2020 

Assets 2021 2020 

 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents ................................... 
 

$ 20,662 
 

$ 27,498 
Investments......................................................... 77,573 66,563 
Prepaid Expenses ................................................. 1,304 2,579 
Due from NPTA ....................................................   -       12,020 

Total current assets........................................     99,539   108,660 

 

RESTRICTED ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents ................................... 

 
 

5,255 

 
 

9,451 
Investments.........................................................     98,730     95,916 

Total Restricted Assets...................................   103,985   105,367 

TOTAL ASSETS ............................................................ $203,524 $214,027 
 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Due to NPTA......................................................... 

$ 2,285 $ – 

Payroll Protection Program Loan.........................   -       22,500 

Total Current Liabilities..................................   2,285     22,500 

 

NET ASSETS 

Without donor restrictions 

Undesignated ................................................. 

 

 
 

102,509 

 

 
 

66,546 
Board Designated...........................................     98,730     55,686 

Total without Donor Restrictions................... 201,239 122,232 

With donor restrictions........................................   -     69,295 

Total Net assets..............................................   201,239   191,527 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS......................... $203,524 $214,027 
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Parliamentary Procedure for Convention 
 

The microphone procedures have been instituted in order to expedite convention business. 

The procedure outlined below will assist delegates in the use of microphones. 

 

Microphone 1:  For delegates wishing to speak FOR a motion or amendment. 

  For making a motion or amendment. 

Microphone 2:  For delegates wishing to speak AGAINST a motion or amendment. 

For “interrupting” motions such as parliamentary inquiry, point of order, appeal and/or to raise a question of 

privilege. 

 

 

Microphone 1 and 2 

 

Debate Sign – may be raised by a delegate for the following purposes: 

1. To propose a motion. (Microphone 1 only) 

2. To propose an amendment. (Microphone 1 only) 

3. To offer information of a non-partisan nature by way of clarification on a motion or amendment.  

4. To move to close debate (previous question). 

5. To move to table or refer to a committee or to reconsider. 

6. To appeal the ruling of the chair. 

7. To move to take a count. 

 

 

Microphone 2 

 

Question of Privilege - may be raised by a delegate under the following circumstances: 

1. When the integrity, character or motive of an individual is affected or impinged. 

2. When the personal comfort of effective participation of a delegate or an individual is affected. 

Examples: 

a. Excessive noise. 

b. Excessive heat or cold in meeting room. 

c. Other actions of members of the assembly which directly and unreasonably bear upon an individual’s physical 

comfort of activity. 

 

Point of Order – may be raised by a delegate under the following circumstances: 

1. To question the propriety of subject matter being discussed as being consistent with the agenda adopted by the assembly. 

2. To question the ruling of the chair. 

3. To question the right of an individual to a microphone, if gained for a purpose other than the one to which the individual is 

addressing himself. 

4. To question a matter of procedure in relation to the pending questions before the assembly. 

 

Point of Information – may be raised under the following circumstances: 

1. To request clarification from the chair as to the status of the questions pending before the assembly. 

2. To request an explanation for the motion or amendment thereto pending before the assembly. 

3. To request clarification with regard to the matters not clearly heard or understood such as: 

a. Announcements made concerning the business of the assembly 

b. Request for re-reading a motion or amendment before the convention 

c. Request for a statement by the chair of the effect of passage or rejection of a given motion. 

d. Request for repeat of vote counts. 
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Illinois PTA Convention Rules - 2022 

 
REGISTRATION  

A. All attendees must present a pre-registered receipt or payment of all required registration fees at the Registration Desk 

to collect their participant’s badge, and other materials as designated by the Executive Committee.   

B. All registrants will receive a participant’s status: Delegate; Registrant; Non-Member; Guest or Media (preapproved by the 

Executive Committee).  

C. Delegates must be registered at least thirty (30) minutes prior to Business Session I in order to be eligible to vote on the 

business items of the association. 

SEATING  

A. All persons must wear a participant’s badge to be admitted to the general session(s) and workshops.  

B. Delegates shall be seated before the opening of the business session(s) of the convention. Admission to and from the hall 

will be granted upon completion of each business item. No one will be admitted to the convention floor when there is a 

motion pending. One door will remain open at all times for emergencies.  

C. An appropriate amount of space shall be reserved for delegates with special needs, past presidents, and special guests. 

Ushers shall be authorized to move delegates from these reserved spaces.  

DECORUM  

A. No person may: 

i. Address or approach the platform without first being recognized by the chair.  

ii. give press, radio, or television interviews as a representative of the Illinois PTA concerning its work unless authorized 

by the state president; 

iii. create a disturbance or distraction, which may include the use of cellular devices, to those attending any official 

function;  

B. Videotaping, photographing, and audio recording is permitted only in designated area unless restricted by contractual 

agreement with a presenter.  

C. No material or literature may be displayed or distributed without permission of the executive committee, except as 

noted in Items of Business, C. Nominations, of this document.  

D. Meeting places for conferences shall not be changed without approval of the Executive Committee.  

E. Announcements shall be limited to matters pertaining to the convention.  

MICROPHONE TECHNIQUE 

A. Any delegate wishing to obtain the floor must display their official badge and voting card to the page before being 

allowed a position at the appropriate microphone. Delegates must remain standing at the microphone until recognized 

by the chair. No delegate may go to the microphone before the chair opens the specified session. Upon recognition, the 

page at the microphone shall give: name, town, PTA district or region, and PTA unit, council, district, region, or state 

board position represented. 

B. All motions, except “previous question,” shall be written on a triplicate motion form and presented to the page as they 

are read. The motion form must be signed and identified as to local unit, town, and PTA district of the delegate. 

C. A delegate may not speak longer than two (2) minutes at any time on any question and only twice on the same question. 

No delegate may speak a second time until all delegates seeking recognition have had an opportunity to speak. The 

timekeeper shall sound a bell and, when necessary, rise to indicate the speaker’s time has been exhausted. 

D. A motion for the “previous question,” shall not be considered on main motions unless at least two (2) speakers have had 

an opportunity to be heard on each side of the pending motion. 
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS  

A. Primary amendments to presented resolution(s) or bylaw amendments must be submitted no later than 30 minutes prior 

to the opening of Business Session I to the appropriate chair. The amendment must be presented in writing on a triplicate 

motion form. Only the resolved clauses of resolutions may be amended. The resolutions committee will edit the whereas 

clauses as necessary. Members of the Resolutions and the Bylaws committees will be available to assist delegates wishing 

to submit amendments. Secondary amendments may be made at the appropriate time.  

B. CONSENT AGENDA  

i. All items listed under the Consent Agenda will be considered in one motion. 

ii. Any delegate wishing to remove an item from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration may do so by 

approaching a microphone and making the request. No second is needed and no vote is required to remove an item 

from the Consent Agenda. 

C. NOMINATIONS 

i. When a nomination is made from the floor, the nominating speech shall be limited to two (2) minutes. The chairman 

of the Board Development and Nominating Committee, with the same time limit, may give qualifications for the 

nominee presented by the BDNC. One seconding speech for each candidate nominated will be limited to two (2) 

minutes. 

ii. Nominees may furnish sufficient copies of their qualifications, not to exceed one (1) page, one sided, 8.5” x 11”, black 

and white copies, for distribution to convention delegates. A supply of nominee qualifications forms may be placed at 

each microphone. Cost of the literature is the expense of the candidates except for the slated candidate. No other 

distribution will be allowed.  

D. LEGISLATION 

i. Legislation shall be considered in accordance with the Illinois PTA Bylaws, Article XIX— Legislation.  

ii. The period designated as legislation shall be divided as follows: 

1. Motions to open the Illinois PTA Legislation Platform: ______ minutes 

2. Amendments to the Illinois PTA Legislation Platform: _____ minutes 

3. Motions to implement the Illinois PTA Legislation Platform: _____ minutes 

4. Resolutions pertaining to legislation: ______minutes 

iii. Resolutions shall be presented at the time designated in the official program 

1. Only resolutions received by the deadline shall be considered. 

2. The resolutions chairman shall present resolutions which the legislation/policies committee deems meet the 

criteria for resolutions to the convention body for action. 

3. The resolutions chairman shall not present resolutions which do not meet the criteria established for resolutions 

to the convention body. The submitting local unit may present such resolutions within the unused time 

designated for legislation. 

E. Items of business, including a resolution or a proposed bylaw amendment, shall be on the floor for no more than ten (10) 

minutes. To extend debate time, the motion to extend debate must be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.  

F. Bylaws, Legislation and Resolutions committees shall have the authority to correct spelling, punctuation and grammar on 

their respective documents as approved by the convention body. 

  

MINUTES  

An auditing committee appointed by the executive committee shall approve the minutes of the convention.  

  

SUSPENSION OF RULES  

These rules, except legislation, may be suspended by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the delegates present and voting. 
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Illinois PTA Proposed Admission Policy For Children and Youth 2022 
  

The Illinois PTA Annual Convention has been designed as an information and decision-making conference. For the safety and 

protection of the family, children, and youth attending the convention, the following admission policy has been developed:   

 

A. All family, children/youth who are attending the convention must:  

i. Be registered and shall wear a badge while attending all convention activities. For safety concerns, this badge will not 

carry the family, child/youth’s name;  

ii. Be supervised and accompanied by their parent(s) or caretaker(s) at all times if under the age of fifteen (15). 

B. Parent(s) or caretaker(s) are financially responsible for any and all damages to the convention site caused by the child (ren) 

under their care.   

C. To ensure the safety and comfort of all convention attendees, if a child creates a disturbance, the parent(s) or caregiver(s) will 

be asked to accompany the child from the area. 

 

- END - 
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Illinois PTA 2021-2022 Legislation Report 

The Illinois PTA Legislation Policies committee reports the following for the past year. 

Advocacy Campaigns 

Since the 2021 Convention, Illinois PTA has run seven advocacy campaigns (as of February 2022): 

• Two campaigns in spring 2021 regarding funding the Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) formula, with a total of 106 

messages sent and 18 first-time advocates. 

• Four campaigns during the fall 2021 veto session as part of our Fall Advocacy Campaign on legal counsel for 

minors, banning flavored e-cigarettes, safe firearm storage, and raising the age for Juvenile Court for 

misdemeanors. These campaigns had a total of 124 messages sent and 11 first-time advocates. 

• One campaign in spring 2022 urging the governor to include funding for the EBF formula in his budget proposal, 

with a total of 158 messages sent and 129 first-time advocates. 

 

School Funding 

Funding of the EBF formula was a huge success for Illinois PTA and our other advocacy partners in 2021. The governor 

had not included EBF funding in his budget proposal, and PTA advocates helped convince legislators to include $350M in 

the final FY22 budget passed in May. For the FY23 budget, the governor has included $350M in EBF funding, and Illinois 

PTA will continue to advocate with legislators to include at least that amount in the adopted budget. 

 

Ending Restraint and Seclusion 

Illinois PTA has formally supported the end of the use of restraint and seclusion in Illinois schools since National PTA 

adopted a resolution on the issue in 2015. Governor Pritzker and the Illinois State Board of Education took emergency 

action to end the practice in 2019 after a ProPublica and Chicago Tribune investigation into the practice exposed how the 

practice was abused and how it traumatized children. 

The bill passed by the General Assembly and signed by the governor bans the locking of children alone in seclusion 

rooms, limits the use of any type of isolated timeout or physical restraint to when there is “imminent danger of physical 

harm,” requires districts to make a plan to reduce and eventually eliminate any use of restraint and seclusion, and 

immediately bans the use of prone or face-down restraint that has resulted in deaths of children (though still allowed for 

2021-2022 for children whose special education plans specifically allow it as an emergency measure). The law also 

establishes priority access to grant funding for staff training to those districts that eliminate these practices in less than 

three years. 

 

Mandatory K-5 Recess 

It has long been known that children need unstructured play time and that being active can help young children in the 

classroom. While the exact number of schools that do not provide daily recess is unknown, legislators noted that it was 

common practice in Chicago Public Schools and elsewhere in the state. The new law requires schools to provide children 

in Kindergarten through fifth grade at least 30 minutes of “supervised, unstructured, child-directed play” during any school 

day lasting five hours or longer. The time could be divided into two recess periods of 15 minutes each. For school days 

less than five hours, recess of at least one-tenth of the day is required. 

 

Ending Deceptive Interrogation of Minors 

This law makes confessions by minors in custody inadmissible if the confession was obtained by “a law enforcement 

officer or juvenile officer (that) knowingly engages in deception.” In other words, police officers cannot lie to children in 

order to get them to confess to a crime (e.g., “Your buddy in the other room is saying you did it.”). As Rep. Justin 

Slaughter noted, ““There have been a hundred wrongful convictions in Illinois predicated on false confessions. Minors 
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make up 31 of these cases. Research, experience, and common sense tell us that minors are between two and three 

times more likely to falsely confess the crimes they didn’t commit.” 

Sex Education 

Two laws focused on sex education were signed by the governor. The first creates a new “personal health and safety” 

curriculum for grades K-5 and a “sexual health education” curriculum for grades 6-12. These curricula will need to follow 

the National Sex Education Standards and include age-appropriate education on consent, different types of families, 

sexual orientation, and gender identity. Parents may still opt their child out of sex education classes. School districts have 

the option of not providing sex education classes, but if they do, they must use some or all of the specified curriculum. 

The second law requires that school districts teaching sex education must include age-appropriate education on the 

effects of “sexting” for students in grades 6-12. This education would include discussion of “the possible long-term legal, 

social, academic, and other consequences that may result from possessing sexual content.” 

Ban on “Hairstyle Discrimination” 

This law prevents Illinois schools from enforcing dress codes that prohibit hairstyles historically associated with race, 

ethnicity, or texture, including braids, locks, and twists. The bill was dubbed the “Jett Hawkins Law” after the young boy 

who was sent home from school after his hair was deemed to be a violation of the school dress code, one of several 

instances of students, most commonly students of color, being prevented from participating in school activities or even 

attending class until they changed their natural hairstyles. 

Free Menstrual Hygiene Products in School Bathrooms 

This law requires school districts to provide free menstrual hygiene products in all school bathrooms for grades 4-12. The 

law means that those students needing the products would not need to ask a teacher or school nurse and that all students 

would have access to the products, including transgender students who identify as male and those for whom affordability 

is an issue. 

DCFS Reform 

Two laws address small changes that could have big 

effects for children in the care of the Department of 

Children and Family Services (DCFS). The first requires 

DCFS to make sure that every child in their care 

graduating high school completes their FAFSA form on 

time. As children age out of the DCFS system at 18, 

ensuring that they have additional options available to 

them like financing for college can make a significant 

difference in their future. 

A sad and telling testament to the treatment of children in 

foster care is the long-standing line: “Hefty: The Official 

Luggage of the Foster Care System.” For decades, 

whenever a foster child moved from one care situation to 

another (something that often happens more than once 

per year), they were given a trash bag into which they 

put everything they owned. As many foster children have 

said, such actions made them feel disposable. This law 

requires DCFS to provide foster children a real piece of 

luggage, whether it is a duffel bag or suitcase. While the 

change is small, children in care have said it is an 

important small step. 
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Illinois PTA 2021-2022 Resolutions Report 

At the 2021 Illinois PTA Convention, delegates from across the state adopted a Resolution on Health Care for Children in 

the Foster Care System, and a Resolution on Child Safe Gun Storage.  

 The first of these, Health Care for Children in the Foster Care System calls for the Illinois PTA to keep our membership 

informed of the status of children in foster care Public Act 100-064 (PA100-064) transitioning to Medicaid Coverage 

effecting approximately 36,000 current and former children in foster care.  In addition, this act established an Advisory 

Workgroup to have oversight of transition programs designed to be in the best interests of the child in order to provide 

continuity of treatment services.  Currently, confidentiality concerns and regulations make it difficult to determine how 

children are being treated in the new “Managed Care” system, which is housed in the Illinois Department of Health Care 

and Family Services rather than the Department of Children and Family Services.   

The Illinois PTA will continue to monitor 

the Advisory Workgroup reports, as 

well as communicate with other like-

minded associations to provide our 

members with relevant information 

regarding the Managed Care program, 

YouthCare. We will also pursue any 

legislative initiatives arising from this 

change in public policy. 

The Child Safe Gun Storage resolution 

continues to be refined into a format 

that will allow us to submit it to the 

National PTA for consideration at the 

2023 Convention. Currently, the Illinois 

PTA is reviewing House Bill 4729l 

(HB4729), which creates the Safe Gun 

Storage Campaign. We will continue to 

monitor the progress of the bill and 

report to our membership on the bill’s status. 

The 2017 Report on Young Adults Involved with the Justice System was adopted and distributed to every Illinois 

legislator, thus completing the work called for in the 2016 Resolution on Young Adults involved with the Justice System. 

The 2017 Resolution on Financial Literacy was submitted to the National PTA and adopted by the 2018 National PTA 

delegates. We can report that the Illinois State Board of Education has included benchmarks for age-appropriate financial 

literacy in the Illinois Learning Standards. 

We continue to monitor the concerns raised by the 2018 Resolution on Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS). The 

US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has started to regulate tobacco products that appeal to minors, banning the sale 

of menthol-flavored cigarettes in April 2021. In August 2021, the FDA banned the sale of about 55,000 flavored e-cigarette 

products from three smaller manufacturers. While the FDA is making progress on this issue, Illinois needs to pass a ban 

on all flavored e-cigarette products because the initial FDA action only covers a small percentage of the 6.5 million such 

products seeking approval and does not cover any e-cigarette brands with a significant market share or that are most 

popular with children, such as Juul, the number one youth brand. 

The 2017 Resolutions on Climate Change and Hydraulic Fracturing/Oil and Gas Drilling Hazards have become continuing 

positions of the National PTA, and can be found at: https://pta.org/advocacy/  
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Proposed Amendments to the Illinois PTA Bylaws 2022 
 
 

The Illinois PTA State Board of Directors make the following bylaws amendments recommendation: 

 

Amendment # 1 -  ARTICLE VII – MEMBERSHIP, HONORARY PROGRAMS, Section 6, strike ‘Honorary Life 

Membership shall be developed as part of the Scholarship Program.’ 

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

The Illinois PTA may establish honorary programs, which 

carry no voting privileges.   

Honorary Life Membership shall be developed as part of 

the Scholarship Program. 

These programs shall be defined as prescribed by the 

state board of directors. 

 

The Illinois PTA may establish honorary programs, which 

carry no voting privileges.  

These programs shall be defined as prescribed by the 

state board of directors. 

 

 

Rationale:  By action of the State Board of Director’s the Scholarship Program was eliminated effective  

July 1, 2020.  

 

 

Amendment # 2 -  ARTICLE VIII – DUES AND FEES, Payment of Dues, Section 3. #b, strike ‘two dollars and twenty-

five cents ($2.25)’ and insert ‘three dollars ($3.00). Proviso: Effective July 1, 2022. 

  

Currently Reads: To Read: 

The amount of the state portion of each member’s dues 

shall be determined by the Illinois PTA. The annual dues 

to the Illinois PTA shall be *two dollars and twenty-five 

cents ($2.25) for every member of each local PTA/PTSA 

unit. 

 

The amount of the state portion of each member’s dues 

shall be determined by the Illinois PTA. The annual dues 

to the Illinois PTA shall be *three dollars ($3.00) for every 

member of each local PTA/PTSA unit. 

 

Rationale:  To create financial stability. The past 2 years, Illinois PTA received non-reoccurring federal COVID relief 

funds and reduced services to local units and members which allowed us to balance the budget. Increasing 

member dues by 75 cents in addition to shoring up the state PTA financial picture will allow for increased 

Organizational Expenses to include new programs, state representation, in-person region events/activities 

and inflation. If not passed, additional cuts to services will be required.  

 

 

Amendment # 3 -  ARTICLE VIII – DUES AND FEES, Payment of Dues, Section 4. #b, strike ‘to the Illinois PTA 

postmarked’ and insert ‘as directed by the Illinois PTA’  

  

Currently Reads: To Read: 

The initial state and national portion of the dues paid by 

each member to a local PTA/PTSA unit shall be set aside 

by the local PTA/PTSA unit and remitted to the Illinois 

PTA postmarked no later than October 1. Dues should be 

submitted monthly thereafter. 

The initial state and national portion of the dues paid by 

each member to a local PTA/PTSA unit shall be set aside 

by the local PTA/PTSA unit and remitted as directed by 

the Illinois PTA no later than October 1. Dues should be 

submitted monthly thereafter. 

 

 

Rationale:  To reflect current practice of units submitting dues. NOTE: If Amendment is adopted by convention delegates, 

it will automatically be inserted in the Local Unit Bylaws Template - ARTICLE V – MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

– Section # 11.b.  
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Proposed Amendments to the Illinois PTA Bylaws 2022 (cont.) 

 
 

Amendment # 4 -  ARTICLE VII – MEMBERSHIP, insert new Section 6 Illinois PTA Supporting Members and renumber 

remaining sections. 

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

 ILLINOIS PTA SUPPORTING MEMBERS   

Section 6:  

a.  Individuals who are interested in supporting the 

mission, vision, and purposes of the Illinois PTA as a 

supporting member shall pay dues directly to Illinois 

PTA.  

b.  Illinois PTA Supporting Members may not hold office 

or have voting privileges. 

 

 

Rationale:  To allow individuals to show support of the mission, vision, and purposes of Illinois PTA. 

 

 

Amendment # 5 -  ARTICLE VIII – DUES AND FEES, insert new Section 6, Supporting Members 

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

 SUPPORTING MEMBERS  

Section 6:  

a.  Dues for Illinois PTA Supporting Members shall be 

established by the State Board of Directors  

b.  The Membership year for Illinois PTA Supporting 

Members shall be for one (1) year from the date the 

membership becomes active. 

 

 

Rationale:  To establish the length of time for Supporting Members’ membership   

 

 

Amendment # 6 -  ARTICLE X – BOARD DEVELOPMENT AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE, Section 2. a. strike 

‘seven (7), three (3), four (4)’ and insert ‘five (5), two (2), three (3)’ 

   

Currently Reads: To Read: 

The committee shall consist of seven (7) members, three 

(3) of whom shall be members of the general 

membership, and four (4) of whom shall be members of 

the state board of directors, including members of the 

advisory panel. 

 

The committee shall consist of five (5) members, two (2) 

of whom shall be members of the general membership, 

and three (3) of whom shall be members of the state 

board of directors, including members of the advisory 

panel. 

 

Rationale:  The size of State Board of Directors puts restraints on who can serve.  
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Proposed Amendments to the Illinois PTA Bylaws 2022 (cont.) 
 

 

Amendment # 7 -  ARTICLE X – BOARD DEVELOPMENT AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE, Section 2. b. 1 General 

Membership – Third bullet, strike ‘district’ and inserting ‘/PTSA local unit’ and Section 2. b. 2 State 

Board Members – First bullet, insert, ‘on the board of a constituent association’, and Second bullet, 

strike ‘district’ and insert ‘/PTSA local unit’ 

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

1. General Membership 

• must have served at least one (1) year on the 

board of a constituent association 

• must not be a continuing member of the state 

board of directors or candidate who will assume 

office July 1; and 

• no two members shall be from the same PTA 

district. 

2. State Board Members 

• must have served at least one (1) year 

• no two members shall be from the same PTA 

district. 

1. General Membership 

• must have served at least one (1) year on the 

board of a constituent association 

• must not be a continuing member of the state 

board of directors or candidate who will assume 

office July 1; and 

• no two members shall be from the same 

PTA/PTSA local unit. 

2. State Board Members 

• must have served at least one (1) year on the 

board of a constituent association  

• no two members shall be from the same 

PTA/PTSA local unit 

 

 

Rationale:  The size of State Board of Director’s puts restraints on who can serve.  

 

 

Amendment # 8 -  ARTICLE X – BOARD DEVELOPMENT AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE, Vacancy, Section 6. a. 

insert ‘Board Development and Nominating Committee’ 

  

Currently Reads: To Read: 

Local PTA/PTSA units shall be notified by the secretary 

when vacancies occur due to resignations, convention or 

caucus action and shall be allowed thirty (30) days to 

submit advisory recommendations. 

Local PTA/PTSA units shall be notified by the secretary 

when Board Development and Nominating Committee 

vacancies occur due to resignations, convention or 

caucus action and shall be allowed thirty (30) days to 

submit advisory recommendations. 

 

Rationale:  To clarify the procedure. 

 

 

Amendment # 9 -  ARTICLE XI – STATE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, Duties, Section 5. l. strike it in its entirety and re-

lettering remaining sections. 

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

determine if an emergency necessitates the cancellation 

of annual conventions and thereupon plan procedures for 

conducting all necessary business;  

 

 

Rationale:  This is stated in ARTICLE XXIII – Cancellation of State Convention – Section 1. 
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Proposed Amendments to the Illinois PTA Bylaws 2022 (cont.) 

 
 

Amendment # 10 -  ARTICLE XI – STATE BOARD OF DIRECTORS – CONDUCT, Section 6. strike ‘Ethical’  

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

All members serving on the state board of directors shall 

support and comply with the Illinois PTA statements of 

policy and these bylaws.  All members must sign and 

comply with the Ethical Conduct Agreement.  A member of 

the state board of directors must possess and exemplify 

the integrity and ethical characteristics that are expected 

as a representative of the Illinois PTA. The state board of 

directors shall upon the recommendation of the executive 

committee consider the removal of any state board 

member acting in conflict with the bylaws or not meeting 

the conduct worthy of a member of the association as set 

forth in procedure. 

All members serving on the state board of directors shall 

support and comply with the Illinois PTA statements of 

policy and these bylaws.  All members must sign and 

comply with the Conduct Agreement.  A member of the 

state board of directors must possess and exemplify the 

integrity and ethical characteristics that are expected as a 

representative of the Illinois PTA. The state board of 

directors shall upon the recommendation of the executive 

committee consider the removal of any state board 

member acting in conflict with the bylaws or not meeting 

the conduct worthy of a member of the association as set 

forth in procedure. 

 

Rationale:  Reflects the modernization of the agreement’s name. 

 

 

Amendment # 11 -  ARTICLE XII - OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION, Section 3. strike it in its entirety and insert new 

section 3. 

  

Currently Reads: To Read: 

The secretary, treasurer, and the vice presidents shall be 

eligible for two (2) terms in the same office. Those who 

have served one-half (1/2) a term or more shall be 

considered to have served a full term. No vice president, 

secretary or treasurer shall be eligible to serve more than 

two (2) terms. 

The secretary and treasurer shall be eligible for three (3) 

terms and the vice presidents shall be eligible for two (2) 

terms in the same office. Those who have served one-half 

(1/2) a term or more shall be considered to have served a 

full term. 

 

Rationale:  The recording of the financials and minutes of the association are vital parts of maintaining the integrity of our 

association. Extending the terms one is allowed to serve in these positions will enable continuity and 

consistency within the executive committee.  

 

 

Amendment # 12 -  ARTICLE XXV - ENDOWMENT FUND, Section 3. strike ‘scholarship’ and insert ‘general’ 

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

Contributions, profits from the sale of securities, interest 

from the sale of securities, and interest from the 

endowment fund shall be placed in the endowment or 

scholarship funds of the Illinois PTA at the discretion of 

the state board of directors. 

Contributions, profits from the sale of securities, interest 

from the sale of securities, and interest from the 

endowment fund shall be placed in the endowment or 

general fund of the Illinois PTA at the discretion of the 

state board of directors. 

 

Rationale:  The Scholarship Program was eliminated July 1, 2020. This provides an alternative to place the 

specific funds mentioned into endowment or the general fund of the Illinois PTA. Approved 

amendment by State Board of Directors Jan. 2020. 
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Proposed Amendments to the Illinois PTA Bylaws 2022 (cont.) 
 

 

Amendment # 13 -  ARTICLE XXV - ENDOWMENT FUND, Section 4. strike in its entirety and insert new  

Section 4.  

 

Currently Reads: To Read: 

The state board of directors shall have authority to 

transfer excess money between the endowment and 

scholarship funds and shall stipulate the conditions under 

which these funds may be disbursed. 

The state board of directors shall have authority to 

transfer excess money to the endowment fund and shall 

stipulate the conditions under which these funds may be 

disbursed. 

 

Rationale:  Reflects the elimination of the Scholarship Program effective July 1, 2020.  

 

- END - 
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Illinois PTA Proposed 2022-2023 Budget 



 

 
38 

 



 

 
39 

  



 

 
40 

Election Procedures 2022 

 

The Board Development and Nominating Committee (BDNC) shall report its nominations to the annual Convention. 

Additional nominations may be made from the floor if the requisite prior notice for such nominations has been received. 

Voting Program Directors and members of the Board Development and Nominating Committee (BDNC) shall be elected 

at that time if there is only one candidate for a position. If there is more than one candidate for a position, the election for 

that position shall be conducted via a third-party electronic voting company.  

Association Voting Procedures 

Illinois PTA has contracted with Association Voting to manage the electronic voting for the election of Illinois PTA Voting 

Program Directors and members of the Board Development and Nominating Committee (BDNC).  

1. All voting delegates must be submitted for credentials by 7:15pm, March 29, 2022. The president of the local 

unit/council or the director of the district/region the delegate is representing is responsible for completing the 

credentialing process.  

2. All credentialed delegates must be a paid member of the local unit they are representing (if they are registering as a 

local unit delegate), or a paid member of a local unit within the boundaries of the council, district or region they are 

representing.  

3. Each credentialed delegate must register to attend the 2022 Illinois PTA Convention by 7:15pm, March 29, 2022 and 

paid all required registration fees.  

4. Each credentialed delegate will receive an email containing:  

• Instructions on the voting process;  

• A unique link to the site to cast their votes; and  

• A link to view candidate information.  

5. The polls will open on Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 9am. 

6. The polls will close on Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at 9am.  

7. Elections results will be announced during the Virtual Convention Wrap-Up Thursday, April 28, 2022 at 7pm.   
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Meet the Candidates 2022 – 2024 Slated Candidates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Linda Vernon – Slated Candidate 

for Leadership Development 

Program Director 

Linda Vernon is a central IL native, 
living in Peoria.  She is partially retired 
after 30 years of service at Illinois State 
University. Over the course of her work 
experience, she had the pleasure of 
developing resources and training for 
K-12 educators, conducting research, 
grant writing, and working with various 
groups throughout the state. 
Developing materials along with 
practical, useable training is the 
strength she hopes to bring to the 
organization. Linda currently serves as 
Treasurer and Program Committee 
Chair for the Illinois Learning Forward 
affiliate which promotes standards for 
educators’ professional learning.  She 
also enjoys volunteering for Make a 
Wish, reading, and time away with 
friends and family. 

 

 

 

Brian Minsker – Slated 

Candidate for Legislative 

Advocacy Program Director  

Brian Minsker has been involved with 
PTA since 1999 when his oldest son 
entered kindergarten. He has served in 
the secretary, treasurer, vice president, 
and president positions in local PTAs in 
Champaign, as well as president of the 
Champaign PTA Council. He has 
served on the Illinois PTA State Board 
of Directors as a District and Region 
Director, as Vice President of Program 
Services, as President-Elect, and as 
State President. He is currently serving 
as the Legislative Advocacy Director. If 
elected, he will: 

• Continue to make advocacy more 
accessible and relevant to Illinois 
PTA leaders, local units, and PTA 
Councils. 

• Continue to add useful information 
to the Local Unit Advocacy Toolkit. 

• Build relationships and work with 
other advocacy organizations in 
Illinois on issues of joint agreement. 

 

Jim Sklena – Slated Candidate 

for Board Development and 

Nominating Committee (State 

Board of Director’s Member) 

Jim Sklena believes in “community “. 
He believes strong communities create 
better children and make us better 
adults too. PTA is one of the best ways 
he knows of to create & build that 
sense of community. He has a long 
history of volunteering with community 
organizations, including the Boy 
Scouts, his local high school's booster 
club, a local Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT), a state-wide 
on-call Search & Rescue (SAR) team, 
and, of course, PTA. He brings more 
than 30 years of personal experience 
working with not-for-profit groups and 
volunteers. His PTA experience began 
in 2007 simply serving pizza at a PTA 
Bingo Night. Since then, he has served 
as a PTA officer almost every year 
since 2008. I have been a Treasurer 
and President at both an elementary 
and Jr. high school, a Council V.P., a 
Council President for three terms and 
have served on many committees 
along the way. He currently serves as 
your Illinois PTA Treasurer and on the 
Illinois PTA BDNC Committee.

Ms. Mattie Scott - Board Development and Nominating Committee (State Board of Director’s 

Member) 

Mattie Scott is an active volunteer who enjoys assisting children and families with available resources. She has served in 

numerous positions on the Community Action Council, Local School Council, Parent Advisory Council, Working on 

Womanhood, the Girls Scouts, the Illinois Head Start program and the Board of Directors of the Carole Robertson Center. 

She has served on the Chicago District 23 PTA Board since 2017 and is currently the District Director. She hopes to learn 

more about and grow within the PTA organization. Mattie has strong interpersonal communication and customer needs 

assessment skills. She has experience working with internal and external contacts to ensure the accurate and timely 

processing of electronic, verbal, and written information. She is a hard worker, a team leader, a motivator, and a mentor.  


