Today’s Worship Service

Sermon Notes

PRAISE

Preacher:
Sermon:
Scripture:
Date:

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the
splendor of holiness. (Psalm 29:2)
Welcome & Announcements
Call To Worship
"Praise To The Lord"
"Only A Holy God"

Rachel Menke,
Director of Children's Ministries
Psalm 47
Disch, Barnard
Robinson, Thompson, Smith, Farren

Pastor Mike Matheson
Living in a Foreign Land
Daniel 1:1-21

May 16, 2021

RENEWAL

As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions
from us. (Psalm 103:12)
Pastoral Prayer & Update
"Christ Be Magnified"

Pastor Mike Matheson
Carnes, Asbury, Hulse

PROCLAMATION

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. (Psalm 25:4)
Reading of the Word
Daniel 1:1-21
Reader: This is God’s Word for us today.
		All: Thanks be to God.
Preaching of the Word
Pastor Mike Matheson

RESPONSE

Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.
(Psalm 63:3)		
"A Mighty Fortress"
Hedge, Critz, Luther, Boswell
Benediction
Pastor Mike Matheson

For more information on this topic look into:
Daniel For You by David Helm
Daniel: A 12-Week Study by Todd Wilson

Next week: Daniel 2:1-49

Sermon Review Discussion Questions

These questions are for after the sermon and can be used for Life Group
discussion, one-to-one discipleship, or personal reflection and application.
The opening verses of Daniel paint a grim picture for the people of God. Having
their country besieged by the world’s ruling superpower and vessels taken
from the temple, many Israelites found themselves living in a foreign land with
foreign people worshiping foreign gods in a foreign culture. Their situation
certainly seemed bleak. Where is God in all this, and what in the world is he
doing? Ultimately, it is God who is the giver of all things in Daniel 1 as he builds
his kingdom that is and will forever be unshakeable. Through Daniel we will
hopefully see how we can remain faithful despite living our lives as exiles.
Discussion Questions
1. How often do you find yourself asking God, “What in the world are you
doing?” What types of events prompt you to pose that question? Why do you
think it might be hard for people to trust that God is fully in control of what’s
happening in the world?
2. What stands out to you opening verses in Daniel (1:1-7)? Which of the
horrible events do you think is the worst? How might you explain to an
unbeliever God’s sovereign hand being involved in these tragic events? How
do such events not reflect poorly on God?
3. What do you think motivated Daniel to not defile himself (1:8-16)? How does
God respond to Daniel’s decision? Why is it significant that Daniel and his
friends flourished during this trial period? In what ways might we seek to live
similarly in our world?
4. How do the four youths compare to others in the king’s court (1:17-21)? What
do you think their attitude was toward serving the king in his court? How can
we balance our obedience of God while also seeking the good of those around
us?
5. How do we see God ruling and reigning in Daniel 1? How does this “upsidedown” kingdom help us to better see God’s wisdom in the gospel? How does
knowing Christ help us to ultimately make sense of what God is doing in
Daniel 1 and in our own lives?

Missionary Partners

Get to know our partners around the world, stay in touch, and consider
how God could use your gifts and resources for the sake of making
disciples of all nations. Learn more about Ministry Partners & Local
Partnerships at graceinracine.com/mission.

Please commit to praying for these missionary partners this week.

Gimy & Cristina Caballero
Fundena/South America Mission
gimyncristy@gmail.com

How you can pray for them:
• Pray for peace, wisdom, and
contentment during this time
with COVID restrictions.
• Pray for opportunities to glorify
God where they are.
• Ask God to guide and provide for
missionaries raising support.

Julio and Olga Chiang

SAM, Lima, Peru
jochiang@southamericamission.org

• Look to the Lord for
unprecedented ministry
opportunities.
• Pray for their health and safety.

Announcements
Prayer Gathering
Sunday, May 23 at 6:00pm
Prayer is essential if we want to thrive
as individuals and as a church. Not
only are we commanded by God
to pray in his word, Christ himself
demonstrates and teaches us how
to pray. We pray to worship God,
declaring our devotion, expressing
our dependence, confessing our sins,
thanking our Father, and voicing
our concerns. Our prayer gatherings
provide us with focused opportunities
to grow in our prayer lives together.
Join us as we give ourselves to
becoming an even more prayerful
church, all for our good and God's
glory!
This month, we’d like to get our
families with kids involved. A lot of
parents might feel that a prayer service
isn’t for them and their rambunctious
children. This month we want to make
it known that that is not true. Prayer
is a family activity. So bring your kids,
and let them learn and participate in
our time of devotion and dependence
on Christ.

Welcome to Grace Church!
Vacation Bible School
Save the Dates: June 21 - 25
Stop by the Info Center to register to
volunteer!
Pringles cans are needed for VBS!
Drop off empty cans (or full, Grace
staff will gladly eat them!) at the Info
Center!
Please note: Standard size and Pringles
brand only - they are being used for
a specific craft. Feel free to stop in
during the week and drop off as well!

Visiting Grace?

Halo Home is Where the Heart Is
Fundraising Contest
Stop by the Info Center
to see the small model
house built by a team
from Grace Church! As
part of the fundraiser, the team must
incorporate a statistic to highlight
something about homelessness. The
Grace Church team constructed this
house which displays the stat that
40% of homeless men are veterans
(an unfortunate stat to see). You will
notice the number 40 on the mailbox,
and there are 40 apples on the tree.
Visit haloinc.org or click the QR code
to vote for the Grace Church model
house and donate to HALO.

Prayer for Healing & Recovery

It’s great to have you here today, and we’d love to connect with you!
Visit graceinracine.com/connectcard or scan this QR code to let us
know you visited, ask questions, submit prayer requests, or indicate
an area of Grace Church that is of interest to you.
Parking
The side entrances next to the building are available on Sundays for handicap
access or permit parking if you have a physical disability. If you need a permit,
please contact Janine: jcarls@graceinracine.com.

Care Ministry
Please pray for healing and recovery for those hospitalized or recently
discharged: Debbie Palmer, Jim Thoennes, Bob Sfaciotti
Can We Pray For You?
If you have a prayer need, please email us at prayer@graceinracine.com.
We’d love to be praying for you.
Due to the size of our church, we’re not always aware of every need.
Please help us by sending life updates to care@graceinracine.com.

Celebrate Recovery (CR) // Meets Tuesdays at 6:30pm in the Loft.
CR is a safe place to find support if you are struggling with a difficult
season of life. CR is not just for addictions; it is for all of us who need to go
deeper in Christ when life gets hard. Don’t struggle alone - please join us
for hope and encouragement every Tuesday evening.
Questions? Contact Jim Olson: jolson@graceinracine.com // 262.977.6531
Last Week: Sanctuary Attendance: 425 // Livestream Attendance: 75 households
Giving:

Last Week: $30,234

YTD: $550,147

+/- Budget: $-18,275

Here are some Key Words to Listen for in the sermon. Make a mark every time you hear these words:
EXILE

KINGDOM

BABYLON

RESOLVE

GAVE

Living in a Foreign Land
Unshakeable

Daniel 1:1-21

Sermon Follow Up Page

Even though Daniel and his friends were brought into a new culture that did not worship God, these boys knew that belonging
to God was most important and therefore they resolved to live their lives differently than those around them, and their
different living made them stand out! In what ways does your life stand out in your culture because of your identification
with God? Think about this as you find the 10 differences between the two pictures below.

Unshakeable

Daniel 1:1-21

Sermon Follow Up Page

