
Trinity Lutheran Church 

1848-2016 



 
September 13—The first Lutheran service is held in Norristown 

 
 

1848—Rev. A.T. Geissenhainer was appointed missionary to Norristown 
by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of forming a 
congregation.  A sixty foot lot  on DeKalb Street was purchased for $1,325.  
In due time a contract was let for a  building of a one story church on the 
lot, being of stone and in dimensions 42’ by 55’ .  The contract price was 
$2,648. 

 

 1849—Rev. R. S.W. Wagner is called.  Annual pew rents were established, with the  
 most expensive pews (the first five front and center) at $8/yr,  the next five for $6/yr, 
 and the rest for $5/year.  The new church building was dedicated on December 30, 
 1849.  The entire cost of the building was $5,120.89. With paid pew subscriptions 

amounting to $1,479, Trinity took an initial  mortgage of $3,641.89. 
 

1850—The first Eucharistic service in the new building is held in German 
on January 20, 1850.  A second Eucharist is held one  week later in 
English. 
 

1858—Rev. Jacob Medtart agrees to serves as supply pastor for $6.00 per 
Sunday until his death in June 1859. 
 
 

August 21— Rev. Charles A. Baer, who on June 6 had been officially called 
to serve as pastor, is installed at age 29.  Enthusiastic, sincere, honest to a fault and fearless in 
the face of divisive church politics, Charlie steadily united the stakeholders of Trinity around 
their central mission of proclaiming the Gospel on Sundays, serving the poor and the 
forgotten, advocating for children, “witnessing in all things.”  Four years later, Trinity’s 
Superintendent,  and President of Norristown’s town council the Honorable Henry Lehman 
wrote, “the habitual naysayers now discouraged and gone to other congregations, and we have 

finally gotten to the real work of being a church.”  
 

Near the end of June, 1863, Rev. Baer took his first vacation from the pulpit 
and travelled by carriage to his family home in Lancaster.  The Battle of 

Gettysburg began on July 1.  Two days later, over eight-thousand soldiers lay dead, with 
another thirty-thousand wounded and in need of medical attention.  As the news of the conflict 
reached Lancaster, Charlie made the decision to travel the sixty miles to the battlefield, tend 
the wounded and help in whatever way he could.  After nearly a month serving with the 
medical corps at the battlefield, Charlie made his return by carriage to Norristown.  By the 
time he arrived, he had already developed the rash and fever that were the early indicators of 
typhus.  Three weeks later, after a heroic and difficult struggle, Charlie succumbed to the 
illness that claimed so many at Gettysburg.  His bequest provided Trinity with the resources to 
acquire additional land adjacent to their site, and to build a new sanctuary.   
 

Pastor Baer’s 1863 report to the Synod listed the congregation as 295 communicants and 300 
regular Sunday School attendees (adults and children), including 40 officers and teachers. 
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Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn, D.D. 

Pastor, 1884-1902, 1907-1912 

Rev. Paul Luther Yount, D.D. 

Pastor, 1928-50 

 
 

July 11—The newly complete 1864 sanctuary of Trinity Church is dedicated 
and the Rev. H. Louis Baugher is installed as pastor.  The total cost of the 
building was $15,916.85, roughly $350,000 today. 
 
 1865  During Pastor Baugher’s pastorate, Lutheran vestments were brought 
 into service and the first pipe organ was purchased.  The installation of that 
 instrument was funded in part through a gift from an organization known as 
 “The Young People’s Musical Society.”   Because the instrument relied on 
 hand-pumped bellows to produce the reservoir wind pressure needed to 
 sound the pipes, young men of the church were paid 25 cents per service  

 for their very necessary labor. 
 
1885  A mission congregation is started in the West End of 
Norristown which would later become Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 
 
1886  Mrs. Kate Jacoby is hired as organist and choir master 
October 13, 1886. 

 
 
 

October 1—Rev. A. J. Weddell, whose pastorate had began early in 1868, 
retires, becoming the first Pastor Emeritus of Trinity Church.  The congregation elects to 
pay Rev. Weddell a pension of $1,000.00 per year and provides him with “a lovely 
house and other comforts.”   
 

 1888—The parish once again administers itself as it begins the call process.  
 Supply preachers come and go, including the Rev. A. L. Yount of Williamsport, 
 PA, who visited and served on January 29.  Just shy of six months later, Trinity 

 calls the Rev. Hiram Peters to the pulpit.  Rev. Peters 
serves the parish for  fifteen years until December 31, 1893. 
 

1884—A resolution is adopted by the congregation that 
“collections be taken up in the evening after the sermon, as 
provided in the church book.”  Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn was 
elected pastor on May 16, A new pipe organ was purchased from 
for $3,000.  The new organ was designed to be installed in the front 
of the church to the right of the altar, rather than in the balcony 
where the previous organ had been. 
 

1899— At the annual congregation meeting on April 19th,  a 
resolution to form a vested choir was adopted.   The first processional hymn sung by 
Trinity’s new choir was the well known “Beautiful Savior, King of Creation!’  
The recessional hymn for their first service was “Glory be to God the Father!” 
 
 
The 50th Anniversary of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Trinity was celebrated 
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May 21—Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn presents his resignation as pastor in 

order to accept a call as a missionary to India.  For the first time in the 

history of the congregation there was neither an interim nor a search 

between pastorates, as Rev. Fichthorn practically selected his own successor, Rev. Ernest P.  

Pfatleicher, who began his service as pastor on May 21, 1902. 
 

 1903—A fine tribute was paid to Trinity’s national standing in the Lutheran Church 

 when the General Council of Lutheran Churches in America held its annual meeting 

 at Trinity during Reformation Week, October 26 to October 30. 

 

 1907—Rev. Pfatleicher resigns on May 8 to accept a call in Philadelphia. The 

 congregation administer their own affairs for six months until, on November 18, the 

 Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn is installed for the 2nd time as pastor, having recently 

 returned from India. 

 

1910—On July 10, Trinity’s congregation abolishes the pew rent  system. 

 

Harry A. Sykes is hired as Organist-Choirmaster, and serves for the next 

eleven years before returning to Lancaster to continue his career.  Despite 

initial controversy with Council, Dr. Sykes developed the choir through “a course of regular a 

cappella singing.”  Under his leadership, Trinity Choir comes to be known as one of the finest 

choral organizations in the region.  Dr. Skyes  

completed his training at Westminster Choir College under John Finley Williamson. 

 

 1912—Pastor Andrew S. Fichthorn dies on January 29.  On October 6 after a nine 

 month search, Trinity’s congregation calls Rev. Aden B. MacIntosh, D.D. to the  

 pulpit.   Rev. MacIntosh will serve a little over nine years.   

 

 1915—Trinity’s Council authorizes a budget of $5,000 (roughly $120,000 in current 

dollars) for the purchase and installation of a new pipe organ 

from C.S. Haskell & Company, one of the last great Philadelphia 

organbuilders. 

 

1921—Dr. MacIntosh leaves Trinity to serve a larger 

congregation in Reading, PA. Trinity hires noted liturgical 

scholar and musician Rev. Dr. Paul Zeller Strodach to serve as 

pastor.  Dr. Strodach serves for five noteworthy years, stabilizing 

and vastly improving Trinity’s service style and establishing the 

parish as a leader in liturgical practice.  In 1926, Dr. Strodach 
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Rev. Christopher Miller 

Supply Pastor, 1851-58 

Rev. C. W. Knauff 

Pastor, 1863-64 

Rev. Henry Louis Baugher, D. D. 

Pastor, 1864-67 

 

Rev. Amos J. Weddell 

Pastor, 1868-87 

Emiritus, 1887-96 



Rev. Augustus T. Geissenhainer 

Pastor, 1848-49 

Rev. Jacob Medtart 

Interim Pastor, 1858-59 

 

Rev. Charles Baer 

Unifying Pastor, 1859-63 

Henry Lehman 

Superintendent, 1852-68 

Sister Anna Heintzman was called as the 1st church deaconess.  In a single 

collection, Trinity’s congregation donates all of the funds to provide 

cassocks and surplices for a new parish youth choir. 

 

 1924—On May 25, Pastor Strodach celebrates the 25th anniversary of  his 

 ordination to the Christian ministry. 

 

 1927—Upon Pastor Strodach’s April 20 resignation to  being his greater work 

 with Lutheran Publishing in Philadelphia, the parish  enters into a year long 

 search for his replacement. 

 

   1928—Trinity’s congregation hires Rev. Dr. Paul Luther 

   Yount from St. Mark’s Lutheran in Williamsport, PA, to 

   serve as pastor.  Known as a passionate liturgist and a 

   compelling preacher, Dr. Yount picks up where Dr.  

   Strodach left off, deepening and broadening Trinity’s r

   reputation for liturgical excellence.  Unable to find a  

   professional liturgical musician following Dr. Sykes, the 

   parish relies on the services of volunteers. Dr. Yount writes 

   in a letter that they are “possibly very well meaning, but 

   seem less concerned with liturgy than they are 

 with social events.” He begins a renewed search for a musician. 

 

On September 1, 1930, following a two year search, Samuel B. Gaumer is 

hired as Organist-Choirmaster of Trinity.  Ten years of liturgical emphasis 

under the combined administrations of Dr. Strodach and Dr. Yount have tripled the size 

of the congregation, which is now listed as 1,030, with a confirmation class numbering 46. 

 

 1932—Growing steadily and with renewed excellence in its congregational 

 and choral singing, Trinity’s roll expands to a remarkable 1,144 members. 
 

 1943—Samuel Gaumer retires after thirteen years as Organist- Choirmaster of 

 Trinity.  Norristown resident and doctoral candidate  John D. Duddy, Jr. is 

 hired to the post, beginning a term of service to the congregation that would 

 span forty years.   
 

 1944—Dr. Yount and Dr. Duddy begin planning for the  100th anniversary of 

 the founding of Trinity Church.  Their plans include conversations with the 

 reknown Richard O. Whitelegg of  M. P. Moeller, Hagerstown about the design 

 and purchase of a large, custom pipe organ for the church.  A contract is signed 

 the following year. 
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Sunday, October 3—The congregation of Trinity Church crowns their year-

long 100th anniversary series of events with an evening celebration of 

eucharist dedicating the new parish pipe organ, M. P. Möller’s Opus 7700, a 

Whitelegg-scaled instrument custom designed to support robust hymn-singing, using 2016 

pipes over six divisions (three Chancel, three Gallery) plus a separate Pedal division.  The 

instrument’s 1946 contract cost of $25,000 is the equivalent of roughly $330,000 today.  It 

winds up being an extraordinary installation by all standards.  The congregation dedicates the 

organ in honor of the 132 members of the parish who served in the United States Armed 

Forces during World War II.  Dr. Yount presided over the evening, assisted by the Rev. Dr. 

Carolus P. Harry, Pennsylvania delegate of the United Lutheran Church of America.   

 

 1950—Pastor Robert E. Home is called to succeed Dr. Yount as pastor, beginning  

 thirty-one years of service to the Trinity congregation. 

 

 1982—Rev. Paul R. Beck is called to serve as interim pastor. 

 

 1984—William T. Kochenderfer is hired as Organist- Choirmaster 

 

The congregation of Trinity Church calls Rev. Kim D. Guiser to serve as 

pastor, beginning a tenure extending to today, thirty years later. 

 

 1988—Trinity’s congregation votes to sell the property at 411 Dekalb Street in 

 Norristown in order to begin a new mission.  The initiative is approved by Bishop 

 Lawrence Hand.   

 

 1992—The 411 Dekalb Street property is sold at auction to St. George Coptic 

 Orthodix Church for a sum of $127,000.  The congregation purchases 25 acres in 

 Fairview Village, Worcester Township, PA, for the purpose of building a new church 

 home.  The total purchase cost of the farmland is $408.000. 

 

 1994—The first sanctuary and offices are complete and a nursery 

school initiative is begun.   

 

 

  

The Education Wing is built, and serves as home for the nursery school. 

  

 

 2005—Additional classrooms are built to accommodate growth. 

1948 

2003 

1986 

 
 

Rev. Carolyn Huff is hired as Associate Pastor, and Trinity starts down the 

long road of developing and refining our ministry to families and youth. 

 

 2010—On March 3, the congregation hires Michael S.  Monaghan, MLM,  

 to serve as Director of Liturgical Music. 

 

 2011—Rev. Carolyn Huff accepts call from the Church of the Good 

 Samaritan in Paoli. 

 

 2012—Rev. Althea Tysk is called  for a two year term as Associate Pastor. 

 

Trinity completes development of its Liturgical Music Department, 

confirming Kristie McIntyre as Director of Bell & Percussion Ensembles, 

and welcoming Laine Walker as Assistant Director of Liturgical Music.  The department 

begins laying groundwork for a Royal School of Church Music Voice for Life program, 

offering the RSCM tradition of excellence and fun to young choristers and 

instrumentalists of the parish and the surrounding area.   

 

 2014—Trinity enters into a relationship with Lutheran Theological Seminary of 

 Philadelphia in a pilot program providing three years of practical parish-based 

 education to future clergy.  Micah Krey is welcomed as our first 

 resident  seminarian. 

 

In response to twenty years of sustained growth, the congregation of Trinity 

completes a new sanctuary as part of the Fairview Village campus.  The first eucharist in 

the new space is held on the morning of October 11.  That afternoon, Trinity hosts The 

Philadelphia Boys Choir in a gala concert benefitting our Liturgy Department that fills 

the venue’s 250 seat capacity, selling out days prior to the event.  The sanctuary features 

primary fixtures (altar, ambo and font) designed by our own Liturgical Design Team and 

executed by local artisans Condy & Wynn of Spring City, PA.   

 

 

2016—Pastors Kim and Asha Guiser retire. 
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Pastor, 1848-49 

Rev. Jacob Medtart 
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Unifying Pastor, 1859-63 
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Superintendent, 1852-68 

Sister Anna Heintzman was called as the 1st church deaconess.  In a single 

collection, Trinity’s congregation donates all of the funds to provide 

cassocks and surplices for a new parish youth choir. 

 

 1924—On May 25, Pastor Strodach celebrates the 25th anniversary of  his 

 ordination to the Christian ministry. 

 

 1927—Upon Pastor Strodach’s April 20 resignation to  being his greater work 

 with Lutheran Publishing in Philadelphia, the parish  enters into a year long 

 search for his replacement. 

 

   1928—Trinity’s congregation hires Rev. Dr. Paul Luther 

   Yount from St. Mark’s Lutheran in Williamsport, PA, to 

   serve as pastor.  Known as a passionate liturgist and a 

   compelling preacher, Dr. Yount picks up where Dr.  

   Strodach left off, deepening and broadening Trinity’s r

   reputation for liturgical excellence.  Unable to find a  

   professional liturgical musician following Dr. Sykes, the 

   parish relies on the services of volunteers. Dr. Yount writes 

   in a letter that they are “possibly very well meaning, but 

   seem less concerned with liturgy than they are 

 with social events.” He begins a renewed search for a musician. 

 

On September 1, 1930, following a two year search, Samuel B. Gaumer is 

hired as Organist-Choirmaster of Trinity.  Ten years of liturgical emphasis 

under the combined administrations of Dr. Strodach and Dr. Yount have tripled the size 

of the congregation, which is now listed as 1,030, with a confirmation class numbering 46. 

 

 1932—Growing steadily and with renewed excellence in its congregational 

 and choral singing, Trinity’s roll expands to a remarkable 1,144 members. 
 

 1943—Samuel Gaumer retires after thirteen years as Organist- Choirmaster of 

 Trinity.  Norristown resident and doctoral candidate  John D. Duddy, Jr. is 

 hired to the post, beginning a term of service to the congregation that would 

 span forty years.   
 

 1944—Dr. Yount and Dr. Duddy begin planning for the  100th anniversary of 

 the founding of Trinity Church.  Their plans include conversations with the 

 reknown Richard O. Whitelegg of  M. P. Moeller, Hagerstown about the design 

 and purchase of a large, custom pipe organ for the church.  A contract is signed 

 the following year. 
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May 21—Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn presents his resignation as pastor in 

order to accept a call as a missionary to India.  For the first time in the 

history of the congregation there was neither an interim nor a search 

between pastorates, as Rev. Fichthorn practically selected his own successor, Rev. Ernest P.  

Pfatleicher, who began his service as pastor on May 21, 1902. 
 

 1903—A fine tribute was paid to Trinity’s national standing in the Lutheran Church 

 when the General Council of Lutheran Churches in America held its annual meeting 

 at Trinity during Reformation Week, October 26 to October 30. 

 

 1907—Rev. Pfatleicher resigns on May 8 to accept a call in Philadelphia. The 

 congregation administer their own affairs for six months until, on November 18, the 

 Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn is installed for the 2nd time as pastor, having recently 

 returned from India. 

 

1910—On July 10, Trinity’s congregation abolishes the pew rent  system. 

 

Harry A. Sykes is hired as Organist-Choirmaster, and serves for the next 

eleven years before returning to Lancaster to continue his career.  Despite 

initial controversy with Council, Dr. Sykes developed the choir through “a course of regular a 

cappella singing.”  Under his leadership, Trinity Choir comes to be known as one of the finest 

choral organizations in the region.  Dr. Skyes  

completed his training at Westminster Choir College under John Finley Williamson. 

 

 1912—Pastor Andrew S. Fichthorn dies on January 29.  On October 6 after a nine 

 month search, Trinity’s congregation calls Rev. Aden B. MacIntosh, D.D. to the  

 pulpit.   Rev. MacIntosh will serve a little over nine years.   

 

 1915—Trinity’s Council authorizes a budget of $5,000 (roughly $120,000 in current 

dollars) for the purchase and installation of a new pipe organ 

from C.S. Haskell & Company, one of the last great Philadelphia 

organbuilders. 

 

1921—Dr. MacIntosh leaves Trinity to serve a larger 

congregation in Reading, PA. Trinity hires noted liturgical 

scholar and musician Rev. Dr. Paul Zeller Strodach to serve as 

pastor.  Dr. Strodach serves for five noteworthy years, stabilizing 

and vastly improving Trinity’s service style and establishing the 

parish as a leader in liturgical practice.  In 1926, Dr. Strodach 
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Supply Pastor, 1851-58 
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Pastor, 1863-64 
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Pastor, 1868-87 

Emiritus, 1887-96 



Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn, D.D. 

Pastor, 1884-1902, 1907-1912 

Rev. Paul Luther Yount, D.D. 

Pastor, 1928-50 

 
 

July 11—The newly complete 1864 sanctuary of Trinity Church is dedicated 
and the Rev. H. Louis Baugher is installed as pastor.  The total cost of the 
building was $15,916.85, roughly $350,000 today. 
 
 1865  During Pastor Baugher’s pastorate, Lutheran vestments were brought 
 into service and the first pipe organ was purchased.  The installation of that 
 instrument was funded in part through a gift from an organization known as 
 “The Young People’s Musical Society.”   Because the instrument relied on 
 hand-pumped bellows to produce the reservoir wind pressure needed to 
 sound the pipes, young men of the church were paid 25 cents per service  

 for their very necessary labor. 
 
1885  A mission congregation is started in the West End of 
Norristown which would later become Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 
 
1886  Mrs. Kate Jacoby is hired as organist and choir master 
October 13, 1886. 

 
 
 

October 1—Rev. A. J. Weddell, whose pastorate had began early in 1868, 
retires, becoming the first Pastor Emeritus of Trinity Church.  The congregation elects to 
pay Rev. Weddell a pension of $1,000.00 per year and provides him with “a lovely 
house and other comforts.”   
 

 1888—The parish once again administers itself as it begins the call process.  
 Supply preachers come and go, including the Rev. A. L. Yount of Williamsport, 
 PA, who visited and served on January 29.  Just shy of six months later, Trinity 

 calls the Rev. Hiram Peters to the pulpit.  Rev. Peters 
serves the parish for  fifteen years until December 31, 1893. 
 

1884—A resolution is adopted by the congregation that 
“collections be taken up in the evening after the sermon, as 
provided in the church book.”  Rev. Andrew S. Fichthorn was 
elected pastor on May 16, A new pipe organ was purchased from 
for $3,000.  The new organ was designed to be installed in the front 
of the church to the right of the altar, rather than in the balcony 
where the previous organ had been. 
 

1899— At the annual congregation meeting on April 19th,  a 
resolution to form a vested choir was adopted.   The first processional hymn sung by 
Trinity’s new choir was the well known “Beautiful Savior, King of Creation!’  
The recessional hymn for their first service was “Glory be to God the Father!” 
 
 
The 50th Anniversary of The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Trinity was celebrated 
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September 13—The first Lutheran service is held in Norristown 

 
 

1848—Rev. A.T. Geissenhainer was appointed missionary to Norristown 
by the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of forming a 
congregation.  A sixty foot lot  on DeKalb Street was purchased for $1,325.  
In due time a contract was let for a  building of a one story church on the 
lot, being of stone and in dimensions 42’ by 55’ .  The contract price was 
$2,648. 

 

 1849—Rev. R. S.W. Wagner is called.  Annual pew rents were established, with the  
 most expensive pews (the first five front and center) at $8/yr,  the next five for $6/yr, 
 and the rest for $5/year.  The new church building was dedicated on December 30, 
 1849.  The entire cost of the building was $5,120.89. With paid pew subscriptions 

amounting to $1,479, Trinity took an initial  mortgage of $3,641.89. 
 

1850—The first Eucharistic service in the new building is held in German 
on January 20, 1850.  A second Eucharist is held one  week later in 
English. 
 

1858—Rev. Jacob Medtart agrees to serves as supply pastor for $6.00 per 
Sunday until his death in June 1859. 
 
 

August 21— Rev. Charles A. Baer, who on June 6 had been officially called 
to serve as pastor, is installed at age 29.  Enthusiastic, sincere, honest to a fault and fearless in 
the face of divisive church politics, Charlie steadily united the stakeholders of Trinity around 
their central mission of proclaiming the Gospel on Sundays, serving the poor and the 
forgotten, advocating for children, “witnessing in all things.”  Four years later, Trinity’s 
Superintendent,  and President of Norristown’s town council the Honorable Henry Lehman 
wrote, “the habitual naysayers now discouraged and gone to other congregations, and we have 

finally gotten to the real work of being a church.”  
 

Near the end of June, 1863, Rev. Baer took his first vacation from the pulpit 
and travelled by carriage to his family home in Lancaster.  The Battle of 

Gettysburg began on July 1.  Two days later, over eight-thousand soldiers lay dead, with 
another thirty-thousand wounded and in need of medical attention.  As the news of the conflict 
reached Lancaster, Charlie made the decision to travel the sixty miles to the battlefield, tend 
the wounded and help in whatever way he could.  After nearly a month serving with the 
medical corps at the battlefield, Charlie made his return by carriage to Norristown.  By the 
time he arrived, he had already developed the rash and fever that were the early indicators of 
typhus.  Three weeks later, after a heroic and difficult struggle, Charlie succumbed to the 
illness that claimed so many at Gettysburg.  His bequest provided Trinity with the resources to 
acquire additional land adjacent to their site, and to build a new sanctuary.   
 

Pastor Baer’s 1863 report to the Synod listed the congregation as 295 communicants and 300 
regular Sunday School attendees (adults and children), including 40 officers and teachers. 
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