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Personal note to participants from Kay 
 
I acknowledge that I come from white privilege steeped in patriarchy and live in a racist culture. I am continuing to 
discover my own embedded conscious and unconscious racism and implicit biases.  
I am continuing to learn what those terms and phrases mean and how it calls me to live my life more authentically and 
awake.  This is not limited to how I have and do interpret sacred text and all forms of media and print, but how I am to 
be human. Because of my white privilege I have advanced on the path from poverty to education, to careers and 
opportunities not afforded nor dreamed of by women/ men who are people of color.  I commit seriously to my mantra; 
‘What return can I make to take one with me?’.  For only in ‘taking one with me’ does my freedom and liberation have 
any meaning.    
 

CORE DEFINITIONS 
 
 Agency:  internal personal permission to use your own voice, trust your own  
                              identification of wants and needs; the capacity, condition, or state of acting 
                            or of exerting power 

              Autonomy:  self-directing freedom and especially moral independence; the capacity  

                              to make your own choices without the restriction or oppressive interference 
                              from anyone:  persons or institutions 
 Feminist: to consider and be attentive to the woman’s point of view, a female 
                              perspective 

Feminism: belief in and advocacy for the political, economic, and social 
               equality of the sexes expressed especially through organized 
               activity on behalf of women's rights and interests.   

                   Assumes taking the stance of advocacy for women. 
              
                                “The act of speaking is a way women come to power, telling our stories,             

                 sharing history, engaging in feminist discussion.”— bell hooks 

              Misogynist: a person who hates or discriminates against women 
 
              Patriarchy:  social structure or society marked by the supremacy of the father in the       
                            clan or family, the legal dependence of wives and children, and the reckoning of descent 

                                and inheritance in the male line.  broadly : control by men of a disproportionately 
                         large share of power; in the US and most of the world this power is held by white men 

               Androcentric: dominated by or emphasizing masculine interests or a masculine point of view 
 

Womanist:  interpreting writings, speeches, etc., from a Black feminist 
                  woman’s perspective.   
                    Term first introduced in 1984 in Alice Walker’s book: In Search of Our 
                     Mother’s Gardens.                    
 
 



-2- 
 
                 Black feminist (womanist ) theology is the study of biblical texts, stories,  
                 history with an intentional lens & inquiry from women of color’s perspective. 
 
                 (Black feminist theologians were quick to include all women of color..whereas 
                 the origins of feminism were slow to include Black women and only in  
                 recent years has ‘the white privileged’ scholars broadened their studies 
                 to include ALL WOMEN…REGARDLESS OF RACE, GENDER, CLASS, OR CASTE.) 
 
                 My personal exposure to feminist theory on a graduate level in 1987 was 
                 predominately assumed they were including all women…but they weren’t. 
                 First came the recognition we were leaving out LBGTQ (around 1993)…then  
                 came recognition we were leaving out women of color (around 2005.)  
                 Sadly, the literature on feminism assumed they were including Black women, 
                 but they failed to ask Black women what their personal perspective was.    
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