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 This week, we will continue to reflect on World AIDS Day (December 1) by providing 
some information on how you can become involved in advocating for the physical and mental 
health of our LGBTQ elders. 
  

 Did you know that there is an HIV & Aging Policy Action Coalition (HAPAC)? This coalition 
aims to ensure that the needs of older people living with HIV are addressed through federal, 
state, and local policy. HAPAC is working at the federal level, both administratively and             
legislatively, to advance HIV-inclusive aging policies.  
 

There are many facets of the HAPAC agenda, which include: 
· Integration of Care: working to provide seamless care for people living with HIV and 

other comorbidities in lower resource states. 
· Mental/Behavioral Health: elders living with HIV have high rates of depression and          

social isolation, yet many struggle to access mental health care due to insurance             
payment issues. HAPAC is working to see that Medicaid and private insurance                
companies begin including mental and behavioral health care within their programs. 

· Dental/Vision: Medicare doesn’t cover dental. HAPAC is working to change policies that 
will enhance Medicare Part F will include dentures. Medicare patients are not able              
to tap into drug manufacturer copay assistance cards. This is also an HAPAC work             
in progress. 

· HIV/AGING: require Medicare to cover HIV tests to all 65+ regardless of risk factors. 
 

HAPAC is working with Congress: 
 U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-Oregon) and the Congressional LGBTQ+ Equality Caucus 
and HAPAC are working closely together to enhance the comprehensive LGBTQ+/HIV aging bill 
which was passed in 2020. 
 

HAPAC is working with the VA: 
·  To create an advisory committee (https://www.va.gov/advisory/) to advise the CA on 

 how best to serve those who  served under 10 USC 654 ( known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
 Tell)”, the prior regulatory ban, and on-going policies that discriminate against 
 transgender service members. 

·  To create a Center for LGBTQ+ Veterans at the VA, modeled on the Center for 
 Women Veterans, to provide resources and support to those faced with discrimination  
 under 10 USC 654. 

·  To create presumptive mental health service-connected disability benefits                 
 (https://bit.ly/3lA9YJ9) for any LGBTQ+ service member who served under 10 USC 654. 
 

 There are many ways that you can become and advocate, take action, or learn more about 
HAPAC and these important initiatives. Access it here! (https://www.lgbtagingcenter.org/)  
   


