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 Each year Merriam-Webster — the dictionary word people —
declares a “word of the year.” The biggest science story of our 
time quickly became the biggest debate in our country, and 
the word at the center of both stories is vaccine — the word of 
the year. That word was what was hoped for at the beginning 
of 2021 and has ended with such division. The 
word vaccine was about much more than medicine in 2021. For 
many, the word symbolized a possible return to the lives we 
led before the pandemic. 
 

 Merriam-Webster also named a top 10 of other words used often in 2021 and         
carrying great importance. They were: Insurrection, Perseverance, Woke, Nomad,            
Infrastructure, Cicada, Murraya (which was the final word in the national spelling bee), 
Cisgender, Guardian (the new team name for the baseball team in Cleveland), and Meta 
(Facebook’s name change). 
 

 What would you want the 2022 word of the year to be? Can you get out your           
crystal ball and your dictionary with me and look into the future? If we were to have 
the  power, the wisdom, and the ability to name the 10 words that had the biggest  
impact on the year 2022, what would be included? What would help you return to life? 
In everyday use, words are useful tools that communicate assertions, ideas, aspirations, 
and uncertainties. What makes your list for The Church of the Palms for 2022? 
 

 Here are some suggestions: Courage; Revisioning; Perseverance; Justice; Kindness; 
Proclamation; Laughter — joy; Triple T = time, talent, and treasure; Community;                 
and Worship. 
 

 I am interested in the words you would include for us at The Palms and the reasons 
behind them. How do you bring life to the words? “In the beginning, was the Word.” 
As we begin 2022, what’s the Word (or words) for The Palms? 
 
Shalom, Paul 
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 We would like to tell you the story of the 
“Penny Magic Jar” in the Narthex. It has been 
there for over twenty years. One of our church 
members, back in the late nineties, had  been 
carrying around loose change (pennies at that 
time) in his pocket that he wanted to get rid 
of. So, he put a jar on what we now call the 
“opportunity table” and had the pastor              
announce that people with loose change in 
their pocket (or car, ashtray, or cup holder) 
could throw it in the jar. Gradually, the jar 
filled up with change and was used to                
purchase gifts for a needy family at                  
Christmas. Over time the “Penny Magic Jar” 
moved from the “opportunity table” to its own stand-alone place in the center of the 
doorway leading into and out of our Sanctuary to King Hall. The “Penny Magic Jar” tells 
the story of how little things add up! It has become a symbol of the giving spirit of 
Church of the Palms and has led to the placement of half a dozen donation boxes now 
present in the Narthex. 

 Michigan State University professor, Dr. Delaney Jones, wrote in a recent article: “I 
know we've all heard the saying, ‘It's the little things in life that matter the most.’ I also 
know that there are plenty of people who say, ‘How can little things have such an impact 
if they're so small?’ There are many reasons why I believe that little things in life are 
most important. Whether it's an action, an item, or the way you treat another person, the 
little things are what hold us accountable and teach us the value of life.” During His           
ministry, Jesus taught us this principle: "One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful 
in much" (Luke 16:10). The New Testament gives us many examples of individuals who 
were faithful in small things, and yet whose faithfulness in small things aided the           
advancement of the gospel and brought great glory to Christ. The boy who gave Jesus his 
five loaves and two fish (John 6:6–14) was instrumental in the miraculous feeding of the 
five thousand. The widow with the two mites (Mark 12:41–44) seemed to have given far 
less than what those who put in large amounts had given. Yet, Jesus said that by giving 
all that she possessed, she had put in more than all.  

 The Mission and Outreach Team now manages the Penny Magic Jar and uses the small 
but meaningful donations to help one or more of the many needy groups or individuals 
assisted by Church of the Palms. So, next time you walk by the “Penny Magic Jar” don’t 
hesitate to drop in that loose change! 

Sending love, 

Jerry, Suzanne, John 
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***If you are interested in becoming a liturgist in worship, contact the church office.*** 

January 2: Pastor Paul will be using the texts from the Day of Epiphany. What can a wise 
man teach us? Read Matthew 2:1-12. 

January 9: What, me worry? Isaiah 43:1-7 reminds us about the futility of worrying. 
Pastor Paul will be preaching. 

January 16: Pastor Jim will be preaching from Psalm 36:5-10. What is "steadfast love"? 
Here are a few descriptors: relentless, unchanging, faithful, unwavering, resolute,                     
relentless, uncompromising. Is this what our love looks like in the world?   

January 23: Have you ever done a time capsule? What would you put in one if it were to 
represent The Palms? Read Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 and Luke 4:14-21. Pastor Paul 
will be preaching. 

January 30: Read Jeremiah 1:4-10. Pastor Paul will be preaching. What does the voice of 
God sound like? 

WORSHIP THEMES FOR JANUARY 
In-Person Worship at 10:00 a.m.  Sunday                                 Online Worship Monday 

 

Scott Hanson      1/2               
Chris Bauknecht    1/3        
Charlene Hunt     1/3        
Pam Clark      1/9       
Kurt Hofmann     1/9           
David Klingensmith   1/9                
Susan Hershberger   1/10    
Carol Reynolds     1/10    

Ruth Lampi      1/11   
Ruth Skaar      1/13                 
Frank Bauknecht    1/21             
Richard Crapo     1/21             
Sandy Krueger     1/21            
Elaine Klauser     1/27               
Don Oelke      1/27               
Leah Huse       1/31  

January Birthdays 

Church of the Palms’ Mission and Outreach Team is       
collecting donations of soup (ramen, cans, etc.) each         

Sunday through February 6th for Valley View                       
Community Food Bank. Our sister congregation,           

United Church of Sun City, has challenged us to a 
friendly rivalry to see who can donate the most.                  

Let’s DO THIS! 
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· An inside job 

· A part of us that we need  
to take care of 

 

· Feeling all the range          
of emotions 

 

· What makes us human 
 

· A topic we need to talk 
about more 

· Being happy all the time 
 

· Something that only some 
people experience 

 

· Feeling just pleasant      
emotions 

 

· Something imaginary 
 

· A reason to be ashamed 

Our Care and Support Ministry stands ready to help! 

Bobbie Chapman, Doris Gott, Eric Holmes, Jan Alexander, Carolyn Modeen,                 
John Durbin, Pat Durbin, Kay Klinkenborg, Judy Jondahl, Lurene Ladd,                       
Randolph Omahana, Scott Patrick, Suzanne Boisclair, Steve Meoli, Laurie Cathey,          
David Klingensmith, Vickie Ashenbrenner, Diana Shalzi, Pastor Paul, Pastor Jim. 

Our WISE Steering Committee is ready to assist! 

Andrea Stefanov, Judy Jondahl, Kay Klinkenborg, Nancy Nonini, Phil Ladd,                  
Pastor Paul, Pastor Jim 
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Transportation Ideas AND Options Made Simple 

By Steve Meoli 

 Would you like to get picked up to go visit a friend, go to the mall, out to a restaurant, a             
medical appointment and more? 

 Here are just a few ways to do just that:  

1. Northwest Valley Connect: Free rides with advanced enrollment and scheduling five days in 
advance. Located in Sun City off 99th Avenue, wheelchair accommodations. Operates Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. and 1:00—5:00 p.m. During weekdays, Connect 
takes a small bus of seniors to the Olive Senior Citizen Center for lunch (senior lunch is 
$4.00) between 10:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Does not operate on weekends; no Glendale, no 
Phoenix. Trish is available to help you personally @ 623.282.9300. Non-profit, volunteer           
organization. Learn more online at https://northwestvalleyconnect.org 

2. Regional ADA Paratransit Service // Northwest Valley Dial-a-Ride (call 602.716.2200 to fill 
out an application). You can book up to 14 days in advance, minimum 24-hour notice. No Sun 
City West. You must have $4.00 in cash for the ride to your destination and $4.00 in cash for 
the return trip. 

3. Phoenix Ei Transport (602.230.1414) Seven days a week, goes to Northwest Valley Cities like 
Sun City/surrounding area, Glendale and Phoenix. ($ Flat-rate fee, $ mileage). Online: 
https://qtsaz.com 

4. Benevilla (623.584.4999) Monday-Friday for Medical Health appts. Free , Donations Accepted. 
Sun City and West to Buckeye, Goodyear. Online: https://benevilla.org 

��������������������� 
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CARE Corner                                               
Brought to you by Church of the Palms’                  
CARE Ministry Team 

By Mikey Witt 

The wheels on the bus go round and round, round and round, well you know the song. The bus 
ministry helps those in need — whether it is driving the bus for the I-HELP program or                      
transporting people to and from Sunday Worship. We need some volunteers. On Monday, at 4:00 
p.m., we bring people from I-HELP to the church, where they get a meal and safe place to stay. 
The following morning, at 7:00 a.m., on Tuesday, we take them back so they can work or locate 
work. This  program helps those in need. On Sunday, we need a driver and an assistant to pick up 
people at various locations and return them home. Many of our guests have walkers and need 
some help. Right now, we have a core group, but we need more people. I personally have been 
doing this for a couple of years and love it. People are very appreciative. If you are interested or 
have any questions, you can contact Mikey Witt at 818-929-5875 or mikeywitt@aol.com. 

Keep the Wheels on the Bus Going ‘Round: Be a Volunteer 
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Can you Imagine? 

A message from our SJAT Criminal Justice Ministry 
 

By Nancy Nonini                                                                                                                            
������������������������� 
 Have you ever had a teenage son? A 16 year old boy was arrested for stealing a backpack, a 
petty crime. Because he did not have enough money to cover $3000 bail, he was in jail for 3 
years awaiting trial. He committed suicide even though the charge was eventually                            
dismissed! What happens when an innocent person spends 3 years in jail — to their sense of self, 
to their family, to their income potential, to the unnecessary cost to taxpayers? 
  Church Of the Palm's Criminal Justice Ministry had an active year. We started a Pen Pal 
Program where women from COTP were matched with women in Perryville Prison. We collected 
Starter Kits with basic necessities for women being released from Perryville. We had Zoom 
presentations on Mass Incarceration, stories from previously incarcerated people, and the             
problems generated by Private Prisons on the human community and government budgets. We 
ended the year with an amazing, interactive Re-Entry Simulation where attendees expressed how 
surprised they were by the process a newly-released person must go through very quickly in         
order to stay out of prison. The personal stories of Arouet Foundation clients brought a face to 
statistics and facts.   
  Our Vision: We plan to continue to support Arouet Foundation's service to recently          
released Perryville women and provide info on our justice system, maybe even with opportunities 
to visit Criminal Justice courts, re-entry facilities, and programs. BUT our enhanced direction will 
be to provide ways that you, the congregation, can help change our Criminal Justice System to 
make it more humane while promoting community safety. We hope to give you simple steps to 
help our legislators find out what their constituents are thinking, what Pastor Paul’s “Personal 
Shopper” would recommend!   

 

I was in prison and you visited me...Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me. —Matthew 25:36, 40 

 

 So watch for opportunities to learn more about how to directly help "the least of 
these" and promote change so that fewer lives are lost or wasted in an unjust system. Thank you 
to all who supported this ministry in 2021. If you are interested in joining our Criminal Justice 
Ministry in 2022 or just have questions, please contact Nancy at nnonini19@gmail.com.  

“Since my time in the I-HELP              
program, the people from Church of 
the Palms that have hosted us have 
been amazing. I just want to say 
thank you and know that I am very 
grateful for your kindness and             
compassion, not to mention the            
wonderful food that has been               
prepared for dinners and in the 
mornings.” —I-HELP guest  
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By Bonnie Green 
 

 Another year has come and gone. You will             
probably read this in 2022. We wish a good New 
Year to each and every one of you. 
 In our previous articles, we have been talking 
about the many Blessings that come to us through 
gifts of materials and monies. These are used by our 
group, or passed on to others that can use them. We 
use our time and talents to make items for others, 
such as lap robes, blankets, soap bags, warm scarves 
and hats, twiddles, and more. Our projects support: 
New Life (battered women and children), Hart              
Pantry (teens in need of food, warm places to stay, 
clothes, or so much more), our I-HELP guests (adults that have lost their homes and income), 
care homes, our own Care Team (shut-ins, veterans and more), and the list goes on. We are so 
grateful that we can do this Christian work. Thanks to all who help make this possible. 

ȋ	��������Ȍ�������������������������Ǥ 

Update from our Service Project Craft Group 

Dysart Community Center Sends a Note of Gratitude 
 I wanted to express to everyone in your congregation how very 
grateful we are for the support you have all given us during this           
difficult year. Without your help, kindness and generosity, we would 
not have survived the COVID-19 pandemic. You lifted our spirits, you 
gave practical and useful donations to help those in desperate need 
and you were  always praying for our safety and success. We feel your 
concern and caring and are tremendously grateful to all of you. You 
have worked tirelessly to really make a difference in the community, 
and to our families who have truly suffered during the pandemic, with 
your constant support we were able to raise them up, to support 

them with day care needs, food needs and life skills. 
 I cannot tell you how much of a difference this has made, especially to families who were ill 
prepared for job loss, economic upheaval, worries about food, electricity and rent. Through your 
actions, you gave us the tools to inspire these families not to give up, to encourage the children 
through virtual class time and to ensure they had the food and hygiene items they could not             
afford. Your support in keeping our doors open meant that lonely seniors had a place to go to pick 
up food and someone actually cared about them and spoke to them. 
 Thank you all, because of your help we held a ten week summer camp, which meant sixty     
parents could return to work, knowing that their children were being safely cared for. With your 
support, we are keeping our after-school program open during the time we normally close for the 
holidays, so that families who have only just returned to some normalcy can continue working 
without concern for their children's safety.   
 From Dysart Community Center, I send you all our heartfelt gratitude for being there for us, 
for your consistent care and attention and for your faith in our mission. I wish you a very safe 
and happy holiday season, and send my hopes for big changes in the New Year. 
 
Annie Ansell 
Executive Director, Dysart Community Center 
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Help Raise Money for The Palms with Your Everyday Purchases 

There are several ways to support The Palms during your everyday shopping activities: 
You can make Church of the Palms the recipient of Fry’s Community Rewards when you 
buy groceries; purchase gift cards for family, friends (and yourself!) through Scrip for a 
percentage to be kicked back to The Palms when the cards are used; and buy items on 
Amazon Smile for The Palms to receive a percentage of the purchase price.  

                           

 

 

 

 

1. Choose your gift cards by retailer and                 
denomination. Click here for a full list. 

2. Fill out a Scrip Order Form. A printable 
version is available on our website at https://
thepalms.org/scrip-gift-card-program/ 

3. Please make checks payable to Church of 
the Palms, and make sure to write “Gift Card 
Order” in the memo line. 

4. Deliver the Order Form and your payment 
to the church by the first Sunday of the 
month. Leave your order form and payment 
in the “Scrip” cubby in the church office. 

5. Gift Card Orders will be placed that week 
and delivered by the third Sunday of the 
month. 

Continue to shop as normal on Amazon while   
raising money for The Palms. Nothing changes 
for you and your account by shopping Amazon 
Smile; it works exactly the same.  

To get started, sign in at smile.amazon.com, 
type “Church of The Palms United Church of 
Christ” in the search tab and start shopping! 
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 Deacon Joan Crawford, who led our Anti-Racism Retreat in September, is providing an                   
opportunity to have a virtual online experience in January that will be similar in scope. 

 This will be Friday evening January 14, 2022, from 5:30—8:30 p.m., and Saturday, January 
15, from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Please see the attached schedule and course description. Joan is 
asking for a free will offering donation on a sliding scale from $10-$40. 

 There is also an online book club study of the book My Grandmother’s Hands. It begins            
January 5, 6:30-8:00 p.m. MST and is every other Wednesday for 12 weeks. The description is 
on page 10.  

 “IN SOLIDARITY: ANTI-RACISM TRAINING” 
presented by Deacon Joan Crawford 

JANUARY 14-15, 2022 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 
 PACIFIC     MOUNTAIN      CENTRAL     EASTERN 
4:30-7:30 p.m.   5:30-8:30 p.m.   6:30-9:30 p.m.   7:30-10:30 p.m. 
 

OPENING DIALOGUE:  
Where do we stand? Where are we going? How willing are you to change? 
 

AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUALITY 
Why is there Black Theology/Spirituality/Womanist Spirituality? 
Why do we have a “Black Church?” What is a Black church? 
The last portion of the presentation will highlight various forms of Gospel music. 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 
  PACIFIC     MOUNTAIN      CENTRAL         EASTERN 
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.    10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.    11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 

WHITE PERSPECTIVES 
Do you have White Privilege? White Fragility? 
Where do you fall on the racism scale? What has segregation done for YOU? 

 

BLACK PERSPECTIVES 
What has systemic racism and racial profiling done to Black folks? 
How come your Black friends have not shared this with you? 

 

IN SOLIDARITY STRATEGIES 
How do we reconcile? What can you do as an individual? 
What can you do as a member of an organization/church? 

 

THE SURVIVAL APPARATUS* 
 

A Free Will Offering based on a Sliding Scale of $10 to $40 per person would be appreciated. 
“How much you donate for training and practice can be an act of justice. For those of you who can afford to 
donate on the higher end of the scale, your donation helps to support those who cannot afford any offering 
at this time. This is one way to leverage privilege and stand for equality for all.” (blossomhouse.org). 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER: https://forms.gle/P1EyhQBBLXcsxsf26 
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Christmas Blessings  
Marlys Davenport — in memory of husband Lyle 
Davenport, and children Martin J. Davenport and 
Lea Davenport McKeown 

Suzanne Boisclair — in memory of Henry & 
Claire Grady, and Roland &  Evelyn Boisclair 

Jane Lane — in memory of husband Calvin D. 
Lane, son Alfred; and in honor of her children 

Terry Starr — in memory and in honor                
of family 

Victoria McWilliams — in memory of her                
husband, Tom McWilliams 

Pat Anderson 

Doris Hoy 

Pastor Paul & Wendy Whitlock 

Jeannie Brandenberger 

Mo Goodrick 

Carl Adrian 

Marimae Roder 

Bonnie Green 

Bonnie Wyman 

Coloratura Soprano 

HELEN  
HENDRICKS 

 

in Concert  

 

JAN 23RD 2022  3:00 PM 

CHURCH OF THE PALMS 

14808 N BOSWELL BLVD 
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Lifelong Learning in January 2021                      
Educational opportunities continue at Church of the Palms. HYBRID          
classes meet in person and online — your choice. Access online classes at 
https://thepalms.org/bridges. 

Sunday 

· Shared Conversations, 7:30-8:30 a.m. Online only. Facilitated by 
Bobbie Chapman. 

Tuesday 

· The Role of the Public Intellectual in a Just Society: Sessions 1-4, 10:30-11:00 a.m., Jan. 
11th and 18th, HYBRID in King Hall and online. See description on the following pages.            
Facilitated by Kay Klinkenborg. 

· God & Imperial Power, Jesus & Economic Injustice, 10:00-11:30 a.m. beginning Jan. 25,            
HYBRID in King Hall and online. See description on the following pages. Facilitated by Jim 
Yang-Hellewell.  

· Jump Start: Prep for Sunday Sermon with Scripture/Dialogue, 4:00-5:00 p.m., HYBRID in 
the Boardroom and online. Facilitated by John Durbin. 

Thursday                                    

· Cosmic Christians, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Online only. Study of the book “Torah of the Earth:            
Exploring 4,000 Years of ECOLOGY in Jewish Thought, Vol.1.” Facilitated by Linette Stenberg. 

������������������
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 With the arrival of mid-term elections it seems most fitting to hear from a current wisdom 
teacher of our time on our needed role as a political intellectual in this times.   
    The Role Of The Public Intellectual In A Just Society: Sessions 1-4, a DVD by Sr. Joan                
Chittister, will be shown with discussion time on Tuesdays, January 11 & 18th from 10:00-11:30 
a.m. in person and online. Session I: The Freedom of the Public Intellectual issues a call to all of 
us to become public intellectuals. Sr. Joan’s thoughts on The Public Intellectual opens up a new 
awareness that illuminates a blind spot that can develop for progressive thinkers. Traditional          
liberals have typically focused on critical thinking about biblical exploration and constructive              
theology. The unintended consequence of such an academic focus has been to overlook the            
reformative power of what can happen when this debate is held not behind closed doors, but in 
the public square. 
 Session 2: The Job of the Public Intellectual states Chittister’s wisdom: “An institution that is 
valid and authentic does not die still born, they live from age to age, they adapt to every age so 
that the best of that wisdom can live on in every age even when you cut off the old translations, 
the old liturgical formats, the old blessings.” 
     Session 3: The Public Intellectual as Relentless Challenger leads with: “Public intellectuals in a 
country that protects freedom of speech have the obligation to make the invisible visible. If you 
don’t like it, say it. If you need more background on it, ask for it. To broach topics official      
spokespersons of an institution may not be willing or even permitted to say, it is your role to get 
it said.” Sr. Joan lays out clear ways that the public intellectual can strengthen democracy                
for everyone. 
     Session 4: The Public Intellectual and the Next Generation Joan’s challenge is recruiting a 
wave of thinking, caring, well-versed citizens who will relentlessly and publicly address the key 
issues of our democratic life — distributive justice, income inequality, climate change, equal rights 
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under the law, voting rights, immigration and public education — in short, an active, continuing 
concern for the Common Good. 
      Kay Klinkenborg will facilitate the two classes. She is a member of Church of the Palms, Chair 
of Lifelong Learning Team and currently a Spiritual Director while in retirement. Prior to that, she 
was a RN, LMFT, Clinical Member AAMFT, adjunct faculty at Univ of IL-Springfield, and national 
trainer in counseling issues. 
 

 Tuesday, January 25th begins a weekly class: God & Imperial Power, Jesus & Economic           
Injustice, a DVD series by Dr. John Dominic Crossan and Dr. Joerg Rieger. Class meets 10-11:30 
a.m. in person in King Hall and online. Class will continue Tuesday mornings for multiple weeks. 
These two internationally known Jesus scholars will expand our awareness of the historic collusion 
between Christianity and the empires of the west, from Jesus’ non-violent program of resistance 
to Roman Imperialism under Augustus, to the imperialistic “partnerships” of the 21st Century. 
     Crossan excavates the historical Jesus movement in a bright, clarifying light, replete with          
details about life on the Sea of Galilee under the imperial and economic domination of Herod           
Antipas (Rome’s vassal king), against which Jesus boldly and resolutely rebelled. Crossan is                            
certain to stimulate deep re-thinking about what Christianity was and what it still can be. 
     Rieger explicates the collaborative relationship between Empire and Christianity that began 
with Constantine and the Councils of Nicea and continued all the way through the western            
European expansionism that made Christianity the agent of cultural and economic domination of 
the Americas, Africa and the Middle East. Rieger is not afraid to interrogate Christianity behind 
the scenes. And yet, he says, down through this same history, there has continually been a          
Christianity “at the margins,” a Christianity whose voice can be heard from the people who have 
known the underside of empire. 
 Joerg Rieger is Distinguished Professor of Theology, the Cal Turner Chancellor’s Chair of            
Wesleyan Studies, and the Founding Director of the Wendland-Cook Program in Religion and  Jus-
tice at Vanderbilt School of Divinity. His work brings together the study of theology and of the 
movements for liberation and justice that mark our age, exemplified by the following questions: 
Considering the multiple relations of religion and power, what difference does religion make, for 
good and for ill, and what might be the constructive contributions of theology? What are the           
implications of various embodiments of faith for politics, economics, and ecology? What options 
and alternatives can we envision and how might the tools of theology help us make appropriate 
choices? Author and editor of 24 books and more than 165 academic articles. 

 John Dominic Crossan, an Irish-born American theologian and former Roman Catholic priest 
best known for his association with the Jesus Seminar, an organization of revisionist biblical  
scholars, and his controversial writings on the historical Jesus and the origins of Christianity. 
(Jesus Seminar is currently known as The Westar Institute). Crossan is recognized as one of the 
major scholars in contemporary historical Jesus research…we often refer to it as Progressive              
Christianity. He has held numerous theological professorships, written over 30 books, produced 
numerous educational DVDs on his topics in addition to numerous articles. He retired in 1995 and 
has continued to do research, publish books and DVDs, and give seminars on the historical Jesus.   

 Jim Yang-Hellewell, a member of Church of the Palms will be facilitating these Tuesday               
morning DVDs and discussions. Jim met Tina while both were in seminary, and they moved to  
Arizona to be near family 38 years ago. With an M.Div of little immediate employment value, Jim 
took jobs in the area of social work, medical social work, and corrections work. He earned a Master 
of Social Work degree and moved into the field of child protection, foster care and domestic              
violence education. His theological interests are far ranging, but he is largely interested in              
historical theology, the development of theologies in particular contexts. Ancillary theological              
interests include Asian religion and the understudied field of western Jewish and Christian esoteric 
thought. He is a member of the Church of the Palms. 






