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A Letter from Paul
The times, as Bob Dylan sang long ago, “they are a changing.” My fear in writing
this is that so much will have changed from the time I typed it to when we
publish it to when you read it. So, if this is still relevant, great! If not, sorry.
What I know: we are still asking folks to remain on a healthy hiatus from our
regular worship. Pastor Jim and I will continue our video taping of the worship
services for your viewing online.
A special thank you goes to Pastor Jim for his editing of the worship services.
If he could only edit me to be taller, thinner, and younger! Thank you to our

musicians who have sung special music, led the hymns, and played for us.
Thus far, our exit strategy is not clear. When we are given the okay by our health
community, we will assemble in person. And, as the old hymn goes, “What a day
of rejoicing that will be!”
Until then, continue to be the church in word and deed: Sharing God’s
Unconditional Love, Justice, and Extravagant Welcome.
Shalom,
Paul
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By Judy Jondahl

May Day Revisited
Do you remember back in childhood
How we loved the first day of May?
When we hung flower-filled baskets
On doorknobs, then relaxed the dear day away?
Do you remember how the sweetest basket
Was for the one we loved the best?
In it went the blossoms and delicious treats
That were far better than the rest?
Such a beautiful and gracious custom
Somehow lost along the way
But the memories still linger
As we welcome in the Month of May
-Molly Walton
This year, we may not be hanging baskets of flowers on doors, but May Day provides a
great opportunity to share God’s unconditional love in other ways. Instead of wicker
baskets filled with flowers and perhaps candy and other gifts symbolizing your love, you
can be creative in filling a virtual basket and drop it into an email or text and shower
your friends and family with love.
As we have become exhausted in the past weeks of social distancing and are ready for
“normal,” I challenge all of us (me included) to celebrate the renewal and rebirth Easter
brought, a new life that will show itself in the coming days of May. While these times
are stressful, they provide an extraordinary opportunity in our Christian community to
reflect on our identity and mission as the church, and to imagine ways of being more
connected than ever with our fellow church members. Your May basket of love, justice
for all and extravagant welcome can continue while we adjust our sails and continue to
share our mission in whatever way we can.
So, get your list of friends and family together and fill your baskets and spread the love!
Here is my May basket for each of you. It comes in the form of an Apache Blessing I
learned when working with a Native American community several years ago.
“May the sun bring you new energy by day, may the moon softly restore you by night,
may the rain wash away your worries, may the breeze blow new strength into your
being, may you walk gently through the world and know it’s beauty all the days of
your life.”
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR MAY
May 3: Pastor Paul continues his two-week series on John 20:19-31. Have you noticed
that the Risen Christ had scars? That’s how Thomas recognized him. We have scars, too.
Pastor Paul will explore scars that bring about healing.
May 10: Pastor Jim will be preaching from John 14:1-14. “There’s a place for us!
Somewhere a place for us...” So the song lyric goes. God, through Jesus, is preparing a
BIG TENT…room enough for all!!
May 17: Read John 14:15-21. Pastor Paul will challenge us to be as good a Christian as
our dog. Sounds like this one might be a little ruff.

May 24: Pastor Jim will be preaching from John 17:1-11. As long as we have life and
breath, there is much we can do to glorify God. “What do you mean?” I am glad you
asked! Spreading peace, love, pardon, faith, hope, light, joy just for starters.
“What about after?” Eternal life!
May 31: The Day of Pentecost. It is the birthday of the universal church. So, we’re
having a party! Wear your party hats (even if we are still on a healthy hiatus). The color
of the day is RED. So wear red. Read Acts 2:1-21. Pastor Paul will be preaching.

MAY
BIRTHDAYS
Cecil Pennington

May 1

Max Klinkenborg

May 21

Richard Kuelbs

May 2

Nancy Tsuchiya

May 21

Bertie Fitch

May 5

David Pizer

May 25

Mark Hermann

May 5

Edwin Znetko

May 27

Marabeth Malmgren

May 6

Jane Zukowski

May 27

Diana Berry

May 7

Sharon Pitts

May 28

Judy Pinter

May 7

Elaine Dinse

May 29

Marimae Roder

May 8

Marcia James

May 29

Beth Moore

May 15

Betsy Kindinger

May 29

Opal Willie

May 16

Shirley Spotts

May 29

Glenn Modeen

May 19

Liz Adler

May 30
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The idea of Splinters from the Boards is that you can read quickly what is happening in our various boards and groups. For more details, please contact the specific group or church office.
Obviously, by taking proper COVID-19 precautions, many of our ministries have gone on a
healthy hiatus. BUT some things are continuing.
•

You can still tune into our worship services! And, you can do so in your PJs, while you sip your
coffee and crunch your toast, and all of that at a convenient time! Wow! Check out our
website for all of this: www.thepalms.org.

•

The NEW ORGAN was installed. It sounds wonderful!

•

The washer and dryer have been installed and are working well!

•

The peace pole now glows at night. Should you have to go out when it is dark, swing by the
church and take a look. Again, thanks to Dawn Delaney for her vision and artistic touch.
Thanks, also, to the Board of Trustees for their help.

•

The Social Justice Team announced our I-HELP program is continuing with great success! More
people are graduating each month – the program is working! If you can help with food contact
Laurie Cathey; night monitoring? Contact Vickie Ashenbrenner. Or if you have questions,
Max Klinkenborg is your guy. Night monitors are needed.

•

Pastor Jim and I are planning to video the worship service each week until further notice.
Thank you to our Creation Justice Team who led the April 19 worship service.

•

The Palms has partnered with Shadow Rock UCC, each church giving $1,500 for a total of
$3,000, to buy rice and beans for Solutions Church during this pandemic. That church is a
group comprised mainly of refugees. This donation ensures they will have food to feed their
church members who are among the poorest of the poor.

•

The Palms is “in the queue” for an SBA loan (which is part of the CARES act and is a
forgivable loan). We don’t know if that will come about or how much we will actually get
should it come. However, it could cover payroll and some other expenses that will enable us to
keep all employees paid during this time. Should there be any surplus after this is all over,
100% of the surplus will go to charities.

•

You can continue to support your church financially by automatic payments through your
financial institution, mailing a check to the church, or dropping a check at the church office.

•

As the stimulus checks are sent out, we challenge you to remember your church and other
charities. Maybe you can’t tithe your normal income, but you can these checks.
This request is supported by the National UCC, as well as the SWC UCC.

•

Pastor Jim and I are doing daily audio devotionals (Monday – Saturday) you may access online
at www.thepalms.org/daily-devotional/. We will soon be adding devotionals by members.

•

Obviously, we continue to need your prayers. We ask that you take time to listen to the daily
devotionals, remember the sabbath each week, watch the video of the worship at
thepalms.org, and that you continue to support your church financially.

•

Our mission continues – even in a pandemic. Be the church! Be the palms of Jesus! In word
and deed live our mission: Sharing God’s unconditional love, justice, and extravagant welcome.
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Being The Palms: Supporting the Homeless Among Us
One of the positive things about being hunkered down
in our homes during the COVID19 pandemic is that it
provides opportunities to do something special for those
who have it so much worse than we do. Take, for
example, our growing homeless population. The Palms
provides several programs for this growing population
in Phoenix and communities in the Northwest Valley.
Many of you are active volunteers in these programs.
Please review the list below, search your heart and consider making a donation to support these programs,
some of which are well established and two of which are
under construction:
HART Pantry: Helping At Risk Teens. The HART Pantry provides weekend food bags to teens who
do not have enough food when they are not in school. But the HART Pantry is so much more. It
is a community outreach program which began in 2011 as a mission of faith-based organizations
in Peoria. The HART Pantry also partners with Eve's Place, a 501(c)(3) charity that helps victims
of domestic abuse and teen violence in the West Valley. The HART Pantry also enjoys the support
of individual community members and corporate partners. Church of the Palms members serve
on the Board of Directors for HART Pantry and have played a significant role in the annual
backpack and graduation gift card programs as well as with monthly food donations. Sadly, the
number of teens needing support from the HART Pantry continues to grow, with consideration
now being given to expand and serve those at the middle school level.
(continued on page 6)

I want to send my sincere thanks to
everyone who made my 90th birthday such a
special and glorious day! I would love to
name each and every one, but I know I
would forget someone.
The cards, telephone calls, e-mails all made
the day a “one-in-million” day for me. The
‘Birthday Parade’ to my house – WOW, that
was a wonderful, joyous surprise … the
posters, the birthday cards, the singing.
(My neighbors enjoyed it too!)
I wish I could find the words to express how
much this means to me and how greatly I am
blessed to have all of you in my life.
Blessings and much love,
Margaret Carpenter
God is Still Speaking
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Homeless Ministries (continued from page 5)
Children First Academy: Church of the Palms, through the Board of Mission and Outreach, has
made contributions of books, electronic devices, and water to Children First Academy for several
years. This academy is a charter school near downtown Phoenix which serves homeless
elementary age school children in the region.
I-HELP: Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program. I-HELP a program of Lutheran Social
Services, is designed to help the growing numbers of working people who have lost access to
affordable housing. The 90-day program helps the men and women in the program develop a life
plan that restores them to permanent housing. They are assisted by a full-time case worker from
LSS, to locate the resources needed and keep them on task for the 90 days or less. As a
supporting church, The Palms provides housing, food, and laundry every Monday and Friday night
to as many as 12 women and men in the program. The program is for adults over the age of 18,
not for families with children. Five other churches in the Surprise, El Mirage and Sun City
communities are also hosting churches The COTP Service Committee purchased sheets and
prepared them to fit the sleeping mats and have provided additional support supplies for
program participants. The program runs with volunteers: the costs of a host church includes
food, toiletries, laundry soap and cash gifts designated for I-HELP. Volunteers also serve as
overnight monitors, preparing meals, doing laundry, and providing transportation to and from the
day programs. There is also additional cost to the Church for utilities and bus operations.
Shower Trailer Program: One of the most requested needs of the homeless population is the
opportunity to take a shower. For general health and to be prepared for employment, job
interviews, and/or social service agency interviews, a shower provides increased self-esteem and
opportunity for success. With this in mind, the COTP Board of Mission and Outreach has explored
the possibility of purchasing a shower trailer and recruiting individuals to carry out this ministry.
The shower trailer operation would initially serve participants in the I-HELP program but would
eventually serve nearby communities with a homeless population, including those in homeless
camps near and around riverbeds and under bridges. Volunteers will transport the trailer to
various locations on a predetermined schedule and conduct necessary maintenance and upkeep.
The City of Surprise has been very supportive of this ministry.
FAITH Program: Financial Assistance Into Transitional Housing. This proposed program, which is
still under construction and yet to be reviewed by the church council, would partner with
Lutheran Social Services and include a source of funds to qualifying graduates of the
Northwest I-HELP Program. I-HELP graduates need between $3,500 - $4,500 to cover first and
last month’s rent, damage deposit, and utility deposits. This program would explore ways we
could assist them with this need. This proposed FAITH program would be managed by church
leadership. Our church council will need to review it all and vote on it before anything happens.
Individuals wishing to support any of these programs through a donation of time, talent, and/or
treasure are encouraged to contact one of the following: chair of the Board of Mission and
Outreach (Suzanne Boisclair), chair of the I-HELP Team (Max Klinkenborg), or chair of the
Social Justice Action Team (John Durbin).

Thank you!
- The Social Justice Action Team
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WISE Congregation for Mental Health

May is Mental Health Awareness Month
As we observe mental health awareness month, be looking for
Welcoming Inclusive Supportive and Engaging public service announcements
within the worship service videos during the month of May.
Our WISE Steering Committee has been working very diligently on a survey that will
be made available to you in the next few days. For those who are on our E-mail list, be
watching your inbox. For those of you who are not online, please call the church office at
623.977.8359 and we will deliver or mail it to you. When you mail or drop it back to the
office, please refrain from identifying yourself. We want it to be confidential and your
responses will remain anonymous.
The survey will be used as a tool to help us design specific facets of support ministry.
There are many within our community who struggle with seasonal mental health
concerns. There are more who struggle with mental health concerns in the long term.
By responding to this survey, you can help us put a fine point on the needs that exist.
By doing so, The Church of the Palms can provide unconditional love, justice, and
extravagant welcome to ALL.
National Suicide Prevention Hotline 800.273.8255
Domestic Violence Hotline 800.799.7233
Crisis Hotline (peer to peer) 602.347.1100
Arizona NAMI 602.244.8166 www.namiarizona.org
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In
In Memoriam
Memoriam

Bill Patrick

Erika Saltzman

March 1935—April 2020

September 1915—April 2020

Login to the website and listen to the daily devotionals posted at
https://thepalms.org/daily-devotional/ . You will find the link on the first
page of the website, left-hand panel. Pastor Paul and Pastor Jim are using
this opportunity of Healthy Hiatus to bring you good news! Hear messages
of peace, extravagant love, and about being The Palms of Jesus.
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