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Our mission statement is a driving force, the rudder that sets the direction we are headed, the 
words to live by.  And you have.  Christians, not letting divergent opinions keep them separate, 
but instead, intentionally working to join together—that’s a good kind of different! 
 
Being real, being willing to be vulnerable plus accepting people and providing them a safe place 
to be themselves and not hide behind the mask the world attaches is part of our DNA.  Add to 
that that we honor a person’s faith journey and welcome all people into the full life, leadership, 
and ministry of the church without discriminating.  Wow! That’s a good kind of weird! 
 
Recording breaking giving in the offering plate and in estate giving in 2019 is odd in this day and 
age. Not telling people what they have to believe is odd as well.  How odd is it that a church is 
“walking the talk”? 
 
We truly are an ecumenical adventure in faith that is different, weird, and odd—thanks be to 
God! I hope you can make a special effort to be a part of this church and celebrate our unique 
setting.  
 
Invite a friend who isn’t interested in the “same old church” but a church that is different, weird, 
and odd and one that dares to share God’s Unconditional Love, Justice and Extravagant Welcome. 
 
Shalom,   
Paul 

Embracing the Future 

In a world trying to tell the church how to believe and act…in a world that 
defines Christians as  judgmental and harsh…in a world that proclaims 
greed is the answer…it is good to be a different, weird, and odd church!  
We are redefining what it means to be church and Christians.   
And I am so proud of you, Church of the Palms.  Permit me to explain.  



Something Good Is Happening – Don’t Miss It 
 
Philippians 4:8, NIV: "Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble,             
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is        
excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things." 
 

In this passage, Paul summarizes a list of areas of importance for believers. I learned from my dad 
one way to approach this in my daily life, and it makes life a lot easier to enjoy. 
 

As a child, I remember my dad reminding my mom, brothers and me that something good was   
going to happen to all of us each morning as he left for work, and that he looked forward to      
talking about it at dinner. Some days finding something good was easy. On other days, particularly 
as a teenager, I had to struggle. Then on one really terrible teen day, I learned why dad presented 
this challenge to us. One day my friends were squabbling, and the class bully had harassed me all 
day, we three had pop quizzes. As I was dragging myself home in a snow storm, I came upon a   
lady who had fallen and been lying in the snow for an hour. I asked if her house was unlocked so I 
could call for help and called my dad. He sent a police officer to assist and as they were putting 
the lady in the ambulance, she smiled and said, “You are a special young lady. Your parents raised 
you well.” I smiled for the first time that day. 
 

All too often we focus on the negatives we encounter. So this year I am challenging each of you to 
look for at least one good thing each day and share it with someone. Start by taking a look around 
our church. We are blessed with caring pastors supporting the church’s mission; members ready 
to listen to us when it seems no one else will; a budget allowing us to help people; and volunteers  
assisting The Palms in meeting its mission.  
 

As you participate in the various church activities, what did you see that falls into one of               
the above blessings, something that exemplifies, “Sharing God’s unconditional love, justice, and  
extravagant welcome.” 
 

I am convinced there’s good in everyone and every situation no matter how bleak it may appear.  
The positive doesn’t always reveal itself right away, So you need to train your mind to search for 
that something good. It becomes a game of joy. 
 

So, yes, I’ve become one of those annoying people who has a unique way of finding the good in 
my life. I’m not saying I don’t sometimes have episodes of whining, complaining, or crying, but 
they are fewer when I focus on positives. After all, it is a process, the final step being to share the 
good with others and enjoy the positive feeling. 
 

Your challenge – each morning set a goal to find the good around you. Guess what?  You will! 



 

The idea of this piece is that you can read quickly what is happening in our various 
boards and groups – if you want more details, contact the specific group or the 
church office. 
 
• Our new organ for the sanctuary has been ordered. We are looking toward a            

February / March 2020 installation. 

 

• We have a few of the 50th Anniversary ornaments left.  Get them while they last for 
$10. They were made by Dawn Delaney. Also, 50th anniversary T-shirts and polo 
shirts are available at discount prices. 

 

• There will be a Service Auction Saturday, March 7 – look for upcoming details. 

 

• The Board of Trustees is receiving bids to replace the doors in the Narthex (from 
the parking lot into the sanctuary and the 103rd side, plus the doors from the    
parking lot into the King Hall / kitchen area). 

 
• The Board of Trustees replaced / repaired our parking lot lights.   Now our lot  

      is well lit.   
 

• The Social Justice Team announced our I-HELP program is continuing with great 
success!  The ministry was expanded to two nights a week while a search continues 
for other faith organizations to take that second night. If you can volunteer contact 
Laurie Cathey or Max Klinkenborg. 

 

• Our I-Help team is also working with the trustees to figure out where we can install 
a shower plus a washer and dryer. 

 

• Mission and Outreach is exploring the option of purchasing a shower trailer. 

 

• The Treasure reported that we finished 2019 a positive cash flow of $6.5K. 

 

• Our Life Long Learning Board is planning a Lenten Bread and Broth Devotional       
Series for Wednesdays, March 4 to April 1 from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 

 

• A Creation Justice Task Force is forming. Interested?    
     Contact John Durbin  @ 623-693-8866 
 



FEBRUARY WORSHIP THEMES 

February 2: Let’s make a place for the Beatitudes in 

our lives.  Read Matthew 5:1-12.  Pastor Paul  
will be preaching. 
   
February 9: Pastor Paul is jumping off the  

lectionary and asking, “What’s God’s love all about?”  
The scripture, of course, is 1 Corinthians 13. 
 

February 16: Making a difference where we are and 

living peaceably with all is a daily challenge for all of 
us.  Pastor Paul will be exploring those ideas.  Read 
Matthew 5:13-20, 43-47. 
 

February 23: On Transfiguration Sunday we’re 

asked to read Matthew 17:1-9.  Pastor Paul will  
explore transformation.  Is it possible for others?  
For Us? 

    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Saving lives starts with your heart! 
Put a reminder on your calendar for the  

2nd Sunday of each month to have  
your blood pressure checked. 

 

 
 

The Women’s Friendship 
Group meets the second 

and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Music Room.   
 

Please join us for  
friendship and fellowship 

 
Do you love to cook, but not for just one  or two people?  
Use your talent to prepare meals for I Help.  They need 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners prepared.   
For more  
information contact Laurie Cathey                
@  623-238-3826 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members, 
The Board of Stewards would like to thank you 

for your participation and sharing your        
Time, Talent and Treasure during our  

Stewardship Campaign. 
During that time, you expressed your  

commitment as a Christian Steward.  You have 
recognized the Lord has blessed you with time, 

talent, treasures and abilities that can be 
fruitful for Him and His work among us.           
We encourage your availability to help,           

participate and share throughout the year. 



February 23—9:00 am in the Boardroom 
 

“Playtime “ 
 A comedy about a group of people attempting to  

navigate a futuristic Paris constructed of straight lines,  
modernist glass and steel high-rise  

buildings, multi-lane roadways, and cold,  
artificial furnishings.   

Roger Ebert called this a peculiar, mysterious, magical film. 

FEBRUARY BOARD MEETINGS 
 

   February 4,    4:00 PM  Board of Finance—Board Room 
February 6,    1:00 PM  Board of Worship & Fine Arts—Board Room 
February 10,  3:00 PM  Board of Trustees—Board Room 
February 11,  3:00 PM  Board of Stewards—King Hall 
February 12,  9:00 AM  Board of Mission & Outreach—Chapel 
February 15,  9:00 AM  Church Council—Board Room 
February 19,  10:00 AM Board of Evangelism and Growth—Chapel 
February 20,  10:00 AM Care Team—Board Room 
February 21,  9:00 AM  Board of Life Long Learning—Board Room 

 
  
 

HART PANTRY FEBRUARY  
WISH LIST 

 

Instant Lunch Cups 
Ritz Crackers 
Ritz Crackers & Cheese 
Fruit/Pudding Cups 
Carnation Instant Breakfast Packets 

 
                    
 

GriefShare is a support group that meets  
weekly. You’ll find it to be a warm, caring  

environment and will come to see your group 
as an “oasis” on your journey through grief.   

 

Join them in the Boardroom  
every Friday at 1:30 pm 



BOARD OF STEWARDS 

2019 ANNUAL REPORT* 

 

 
 

The Board of Stewards consisted of the following members: 
Chairperson, Sandy Krueger, Eona Schulz, Laurie Cathey, Douglas Hughes, and Dawn Delaney.  
Bertie Fitch and Judy Jondahl assisted.  
 

This year presented some new and exciting ways to bring in extra funds for the church. The gift card 
program (previously known as Scrip Program) has brought in a percentage of money based on usage 
of cards purchased by members of the church.  
 

An additional program referred to as “AmazonSmile” has also brought in extra funds.                       
The Board of Stewards introduced the program both through a Board member sharing how            
the program works  during church services including advertising in the church bulletin and The Palm 
Leaf. Church members who utilize their AmazonSmile account, designate the Church of the Palms as 
recipient of a rebate based on the item(s) purchased through AmazonSmile. 
 

A new social group was initiated called, “Lunch with a Bunch.”  A wonderful way to get to know 
members of the church. Members signed up to meet at varied locations to enjoy a meal together. 
Some gatherings were theme oriented, for example St. Patrick's Day, Valentines Day, etc. Birthdays 
were recognized and games were provided. The program ran for four months and will resume again 
this January, 2020. 
 

The Time, Talent and Treasure mailing is designed by the Board of Stewards. During the campaign, 
for three weeks members at large are asked to speak on Time, Talent and Treasure. On a designated 
Sunday, members are asked to turn in their pledge cards and the Time and Talent sheets. The pledge 
cards help in preparing the church budget. Through the Time and Talent sheets the Board of       
Stewards contacts various committees regarding where a member(s) that indicated on their       
Time/Talent Sheet an interest in joining a specific group.  
 

Throughout the year quarterly statements are prepared either for mailing or as a handout available 
for pickup by the members. The Board of Stewards helps with this specific mail preparation. 
 

It has been a fun year and a great committee who brings to the board great ideas. 
 

Sincerely, 
Sandy Krueger 

 
* We apologize that this full report did not appear in the Annual Report Booklet. Thank you for 
your understanding. 



It is said that it takes a village, and  
our church family is no different.  

There are many roles that need to be 
filled each week during service.   

Have you considered volunteering  
for any of them? 

 

Here are some examples for 2020: 
 

Liturgist 
Church Choir 

Usher 
Greeter 

 

You could also volunteer for a  
committee, for I-Help, for the  

Social Justice Team, the Service  
Project Crafts Group, Care Team,  

and more. 
 

Check the opportunity table in the 
narthex for sign up sheets or  

contact a board member.   
Please don’t hide your talent. 

 

Join the Board of Worship and Fine Arts on 
February 29th at 10 am for a tour of the  
Japanese Friendship Gardens in Phoenix.   

Tickets are $8.00. 
 

Enjoy serene landscapes and unique views at 
every turn of the path.  Your visit to the  

garden will be a refreshing and rewarding  
escape from the busy city.   

 

The bus will leave the Church at 9:00 am  
and return by 1:00 pm or you can drive  

or carpool as the Garden has free parking. 

SERVICE PROJECT CRAFT GROUP 

Would you like to give your friends a Valentine 
gift, but don’t want to break the bank?  Check out 
our handmade hearts for only $1.  The items we 
sell change weekly, so be sure to check the table 
in King Hall often. 
 

We appreciate any donations of yarn that you can 
offer as it is put to good use.  In addition to hats 
for all the I Help folks, we have donated a  
handmade quilt to graduates of the program.   
We also continue to supply Care Team with items 
for members facing healing needs. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
Brenda Heick   February 1   Fred Plumb  February 4 
Mary Funck   February 7   Allan Gott   February 7 
Hellen Bishop   February 11  Mildred Hoffer  February 11 
Linda Kehl    February 11  Susan Thacker  February 13 
Clint Reynolds   February 14  Jack Evans   February 14 
Lloyd Groseth   February 17  John Whitlock  February 17 
Marcia Hollingsworth  February 18  Randolph Omahana February 20 
Earl Peterson   February 21  Kay Klinkenborg  February 23 
Judy Jondahl            February 27 
 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES 

Monday 
10:00 am Lifelong Learning 

11:30 am Living the Questions 
 

Tuesday 
10:00 am  Inchworms 

11:30 am  Cosmic Christians 
3:30 pm  Jump Start 



 

 
 
 

The March 2020 Rummage & Bake Sale Will Be Here Before You Know It. 

March 26-28 

It’s time to go through those cupboards, closets, garages etc. for items you no longer use that may just     
be what someone else has been searching for.  We are now accepting any of the following:   

Clothing, Shoes, Belts, Purses and Jewelry; Craft Items, Mirrors, Pictures;  Books, DVD/CDs and Office     
Supplies; Housewares and Furniture.  We will accept bake sale and food items the morning  

before the sale. 
 

This sale generates revenue to support our work with other ministries such as:  
Hart Pantry for homeless teens, Dysart Community Center – Neighbors in Needs, Glendale Mission’s  

asylum efforts, Justa Center (homeless seniors), Disabled Veterans, Downtown Phoenix Homeless  
Center, Navajo Reservations, Valley View Community Food Bank and Thrift Shop, Charity Recycling          

(the Boys and Girls Club). 
 

20% of the proceeds from the Rummage Sale go directly to Church of the Palms  
Board of Mission and Outreach and the organizations they support. 

 

If you have questions or need assistance, please reach out to any of the members on the  
coordination team: John or Pat Durbin or Sandy Krueger. 

 

Mark your calendar for our next  
Church of the Palms Pot Luck and Service Auction 

Potluck & 3 “T” Service Auction (Sharing Time, Talents and Treasure) 
March 7th  4:00 to 6:00 PM in King Hall  

 
Returning by popular demand!!  During the Potluck and Service Auction we will share donations 

of time, talents, and treasures with each other, enjoy good food, and participate in an auction 

with proceeds going to various church ministries.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 7th , 

4:00 to 6:00 PM.  How does the Potluck and Service Auction work?  Think about something you 

do well and could contribute for someone else’s enjoyment.  It could be the gift of time to take  

someone shopping, pet sitting, homemade tamales, transportation to the doctor’s appointment, 

homemade bread, dining experience, bird walk, homemade quilt, timeshare weekend, painting, 

luncheon for four, homemade jewelry or stained glass.  You get the idea.  For the potluck lunch 

the Boards of Evangelism will provide the main dish (Brats & Buns) with condiments.  All you 

would need to do is bring a side dish or dessert.  Then relax, enjoy good friends, good food and be 

prepared to bid on all the wonderful donations of time, talent & treasurer available in the         

auction. If you have not already done so, please be sure to put your information on the Potluck 

and Service Auction sign up sheets on the opportunity table in the Narthex.  If you have           

questions, talk to a member of the Board of Evangelism.       



Lenten Bread and Broth 

A Devotional Series is coming to  
Church of the Palms on Wednesdays,  

March 4- April 1 from 11-12 noon.  
 

Each week will feature a different  
presenter focusing on the Lenten theme. 
A simple bread and soup meal will follow 

each speaker. 
 

Watch for  information in the weekly 
church bulletin beginning in late February. 

 

Kay Klinkenborg will be coordinating  
this series.  

 
 
 

 
 

If you’ve visited and now want to  
become part of our church family, we 

will be offering a  
New Member Orientation on  

February 12th at 3:30 pm.   
We’ll even provide food.   

You can sign up at the Welcome table. 
New Member Introduction is  

February 16th. 

DON’T FORGET TO TREAT YOURSELF  

Now that the holidays are over, how about 
treating yourself to a gift while supporting 

some of the church’s good works? 
 

You can purchase gift cards to some of your  
favorite retailers or restaurants through the 

Church gift card program.   
 

 

THERE ARE CHILDREN IN NEED  
AND YOU CAN HELP!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Dysart Community Center has over 200  children in 
their After School Kids Club. Some of these children are 
in need of such basics as underwear and socks. We can 
help provide for them by keeping Dysart’s shelves full. 
 
A giving tree will be in the narthex in February filled 
with suggestions of sizes on pink and blue hearts. 
Please consider taking as many hearts as you can to 
help fill the need.  
 
We will be collecting items until the end of February 
and we will have a box  to place them in.  Thank you for 
participating and caring. 



Fellowship Breakfast, Tuesday February 11th—8:30 am in King Hall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Justice Action Team is sponsoring February’s Fellowship Breakfast  as a part of their  
continued journey in solidarity with the Palestinian people of the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. 
 

We will screen the documentary “Imprisoning a Generation.” This film follows the stories of four 
young Palestinians who have been detained and imprisoned in the Israeli military detention  
system and prosecuted in Israeli military courts. Their perspectives, along with the voices of their 
families, combine to form a lens into the entangled structures of oppression that expand well  
beyond the prison walls.  

 

This timely program will also give an update to Daoud Nassar and his family. Daoud was our guest 
in 2018, and he educated us on the Palestinian Christians’ story of non-violent and creative  
resistance to the Israeli occupation and land confiscation. 
 

Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex if you plan to attend. 

Have you changed your address, email or phone?   
We want to keep your information up to date. 

(PLEASE PRINT) 
 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please submit any changes to the office. 



Dear Church of the Palms Family,  
Thank you so much for the beautiful cards, prayers, and kind concern you showed me  
during my hospitalization and recovery. I am grateful for your love and extravagant  
hospitality. Thank you to the many people who have gone the second and third mile to   
facilitate and cover all the bases on my behalf. Our Church is a blessing. Thank you again. 
 
Pastor Jim Alexander 

As our Care Team continues to pray and think about ways that becoming a 
WISE Congregation for Mental Health might benefit The Church of the 
Palms, you will notice that we have included  some mental health tips and 
several Crisis Hot-Line phone numbers in our weekly bulletins. We hope that 
this information has been and will continue to be helpful to you.                   
In the months ahead, our Care Team will be providing more information to 
you regarding what it means to be a Welcoming - Inclusive - Supportive - 
Engaging Congregation for Mental Health. In the meantime, if you believe 
that God is calling you to find out more about this facet of ministry, please 
contact Pastor Jim. 

February is  International Boost Self Esteem Month. One way to improve your self esteem is to change that       
negative self-talk into positive self encouragement. Some of us tend to repeat certain negative statements over and 
over in our mind…”you’re hopeless” or “you don’t matter”. When this happens, change it into a positive, “I am a 
beautiful creation of God.” or “God has created me with wonderful gifts to share.”     
                    Suicide Hotline                                        In a Crisis?                          National  Alliance on Mental Illness 
                           988                                                    text 741741                                         1.800.950.6264 

 

The Board of Worship and Fine Arts                      

is excited to let you know that The Palms          

will be taking delivery of the  

Allen GENISYS G340  

within the last two weeks of February 2020. 

We believe that the instrument will be           

ready for its first service on March 1st 

Look for more information in our 

upcoming bulletins.  

Attention Boards and Teams 

The Palms is grateful to those who are serving on           

our Boards and Teams this year!  

Once you have had your election of officers for your 

Board or Team, please send the names of those who 

will be serving as Chairperson, Co-Chairpersons,     

Secretary or other roles to Farrell and Pastor Jim so 

that updates can be made to the various printed        

and on-line materials. 

 

manager@thepalms.org 

jim.alexander@thepalms.org  

Member-in-Discernment (MID) 

Did you know that The Palms has                             

two congregants who are                                         

Member-in-Discernment (MID)?  

A MID is a person preparing for ordained ministry 

with United Church of Christ. MIDs work with our 

conference in preparation for that ministry.       

 Debby Stinton and Shea Darian                        

are our Members-in-Discernment  

Talk to them about their journeys and how you can 

help them. Continue to pray for them as they      

complete their requirements and listen to              

our still-speaking God . 


