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A Letter from Paul
Each year, Christians around the
world, mark the first Sunday in October
by coming together and gathering around
the Lord’s Table for communion. This
year, World Communion Sunday falls on
October 6, 2019. And, as described in
Luke 13:29, “The people will come from
east and west, from north and south, and
will eat in the kingdom of God.”
As The Church of the Palms our
worship on World Communion Sunday
rejoices in our unity given in Christ, which
transcends our brokenness and division.
In a world that places a strict litmus test
on who is welcomed and who is not, this
is our mission: To Share God’s
Unconditional
Love,
Justice,
and
Extravagant Welcome.
Our unity is fully expressed in
communion, which reminds us that we
welcome one another at the table as
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Christ welcomed
us.
There
is
enough room at
Christ’s table for
everyone...you,
me, all the world.
•

The table is
set or sinners,
dancers, and dreamers.

•

The table is set for the dying, divorced,
suffering and fearful.

•

The table is set for the excluded, the
joyful and thankful.

•

The table is set for you and me.

Come and celebrate this holy meal
with your siblings at The Palms and your
siblings from around the world. We will
have bread from around the world from
which you can choose.
Shalom, Paul
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On Thursday we resumed choir
rehearsal for the season. Sunday was the
first anthem. It was a joy to have the group
back together again. We especially
welcomed new members to the choir and
are so pleased to have them.
As I sat in my usual place both in the
rehearsal room and in the, “choir coral,” I
had an odd sensation come over me. It
wasn’t what was new that drew my
attention. It was what was missing.
With the growth of our choir over the
years has come loss. Out of the corner of
my eye, I caught glimpses of Nancy Este,
Ruth Behle, and Bonnie Tweedy. They have
all left this earthly realm during Pastor Jim’s
and my time here. I felt the presence of
others who no longer sit with the choir but

sing along with us from the pews or even
from home. I believe that we can all feel
them and hear them if we just listen.
Our choir will continue to change as
does our church. My prayer is that we
welcome change in all of its elements of
diversity. You never know who may be
sitting next to you. It could be a soprano,
alto, bass, or even a tenor. Oh my.
I also pray that we hold dear the
memories of the voices we have lost and
lift them up in song as we sing and hear
them singing right along with us.
Hug a choir member
today and tell them you love
them. (Even the tenors.)
Jeff Scruggs
Moderator

WORSHIP THEMES FOR OCTOBER
October 6: Pastor Paul will be preaching and sharing some communion memories. It will
be World Communion Sunday. We’ll have bread from around the world
represented. What role does communion play in your faith? We will have a blessing
of volunteers for our I-HELP ministry.
October 13: Read Luke 17:11-19. Pastor Paul is preaching. What can we learn from
outsiders of the faith?
October 20: Pastor Jim will help us explore the familiar parable of the judge and the
widow in Luke 18:1-8. Do you know the who, what, when, and how long of prayer?
October 27: We will be celebrating all of our Saints. Pastor Paul will be preaching from
Luke 19:1-10. Zacchaeus was out on a limb and responded with generosity. When
blessed, how do we respond?
God is Still Speaking

Church of the Palms

2

SERVICE
PROJECT
CRAFT
GROUP

Seat belt covers, baby blankets, shawls, adult bibs, children’s
quilts, walker bags, aprons with a butterfly on the bib, and lap
size afghans/quilts. These are just some of the items on our
tables in King Hall. 'Twiddle Mitts' for those with dementia to
keep their hands busy, are still a popular item. Our inventory
changes weekly. If there is an item or color or design you
prefer, let us know, we can probably accommodate your
request.

We have a beautiful quilt available with a dark green border,
made from pieces Joyce Spaulding put together.
We’ve finished 150 soap holders for HART and are now working on special sheets for the
sleeping mats of our "I Help” guests who will be coming
soon.
Whatever sort of crafts you do, whether at home or here
at church, we’d love to have you join us on Wednesday
mornings from 9 -11 in the board room!
Carol Reynolds, team coordinator

Lifelong Learning’s mission
is to engage in learning
and spiritual growth
~ MONDAYS ~
10:00-11:30am; Lifelong Learning
Currently until Oct 21, “Embracing An
Alternative Orthodoxy: Richard Rohr
on Legacy the Legacy of St. Francis”.
Oct 28-Dec 16, “The Great Spiritual
Migration” led by Max Klinkenborg.
1:00-2:30pm; Living the Questions
Currently until Oct 21, Exploring what it
means to be a Christian today, from
the book “The Heart of Christianity”
by Marcus Borg.
Oct 28-Dec 16, “Living the Questions” led
by Linette Stenberg.
God is Still Speaking

~ TUESDAYS ~
10-11:30am; Inch Worms Class
Nick Nichols leads the class
“Painting the Stars”.
11:30am-1pm; Cosmic Christians Class
Continued study of “Becoming Wise”
by Krista Tippet.
3:30-5pm; Jump Start Class
John Durbin, director of our Social
Justice Action Team leads this class.
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For eating...shopping...or filling your tank

ORDER GIFT CARDS

ATTENTION AMAZON SHOPPERS
Do you shop Amazon? Amazon Smile is
a simple, automatic way to support the
Church of the Palms every time you shop on
Amazon, at no extra cost to you. When you
shop “smile.amazon.com”, Amazon will
donate to the Church of the Palms.
To register:
•

THE SCRIP PROGRAM IS NOW THE
GIFT CARD PROGRAM
What is the Gift Card Program? The
purpose of the Gift Card Program is to
purchase prepaid gift cards for restaurants,
local hardware stores, grocery stores,
drugstores, clothing stores, sports stores,
filling stations and much more! This is a way
of carrying extra cash for purchases when
needed. Each time you use the card, a
percent comes back to the Church of the
Palms. The Gift Card Program has proven
successful for the Church of the Palms. We
ask for your continued support. Stop and
make your purchase(s) in back of the church
where the tables are setup.
The Gift Card Program is sponsored by
The Board of Stewards.
Our Food Bank donations go to

Valley View
Community
Food Bank
Special need for
this month:
Mac & Cheese
Peanut Butter
God is Still Speaking

•
•

•
•
•

Go to smile.amazon.com
If you have a current Amazon account, sign
in with your ID and Password.
If you do not have an Amazon account, click
on “create an account” and follow the
instructions.
In the Search Box, enter Church of the Palms
United Church of Christ, Sun City, AZ.
Check “select” for the Church of the Palms
United Church of Christ, Sun City, AZ.
Make your purchase(s) then check out.

In the future, sign into “Amazon Smile”
instead of Amazon, when you shop.
If you have any questions, just ask any
one of our board members: Sandy Krueger,
Laurie Cathey, Douglas Hughes, Eona Schulz
& Dawn Delaney.
Thank you for your support!

Lunch with a Bunch
will resume
January 2020.
Watch for future
announcements.
Sponsored by
The Board of
Stewards
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to Wendy, “I don’t know if we can be
friends.” She will be missed.

Another Letter
from Paul
Legacy: it tells people
who and what you are
without you, yourself,
saying a word. It reveals one’s true soul and
deepest desires because it comes only after
one is no longer around to get the
compliments or receive the criticism. It is
more than just money, it involves reputation,
time-put-in, and hard work; thus, it involves
time, talent, as well as treasure.
The Church of the Palms has received
another legacy gift. Part of it you already
know – Bonnie Tweedy loved her church. In
her nineties she still enjoyed singing in our
choir. Earlier this year we received $31,000
seed money for our organ fund from her
estate – a wonderful gift that inspired others
to give to that fund.
I connected with Bonnie right away – we
both were members of the same church in
Mesa – albeit 40-some-years apart. That
association brought us closer as we shared
our stories of the church. She had a feisty
sense of humor and would regularly “rate”
my jokes on Sunday. She was a tough grader,
too! Her humor was evident when she asked
my wife, “Do you have a dog?” When she
heard the answer of, “No.” She jokingly said

Fellowship
Breakfast
God is Still Speaking

Above and beyond the initial gift, now
that her estate has been settled, The Church
of the Palms will be receiving an additional
$217,000. The money will be designated a
couple of ways:
•

1) To finish our organ fund and thus
enable us to place the order for a new
organ. We will have organ music for
another generation! Thanks be to God!

•

2) Part of the money will go to support
our bus ministry. And finally,

•

3) The remaining money will be going into
the building reserve fund. That will
enable us to look at updates to doors,
windows, and parking lot.

One other note. At my State of the
Church address early this year, I mentioned
the figure 99.15%. Every year we estimate
our income and in 2018 we received 99.15%
of our estimate. That number is significant. It
clearly states that every gift matters –
whether large or small – when added to the
recipe of ministries at The Palms. No matter
your gift, it is needed to complete the pie!
Thank you for your gifts of time, talent, and
treasure – they are a beautiful legacy.
Shalom, Paul

Join us the 2nd Tuesday of each month
at 8:30am in King Hall for our
Fellowship Breakfast Discussion Series
Oct 8
Nov 12
Dec 10

Church of the Palms
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CELEBRATING THE PAST,
EMBRACING THE FUTURE
It’s been a year in the making and
finally our big celebration is on the horizon.
The choir has been busy rehearsing the
commissioned anthem, the words to which
were penned by our own Jack Evans. The
anniversary committee is busy finishing up
the final touches for the big day.

Sunday, November 3rd at 10am

A Celebration Worship Service
Followed by a Celebration Luncheon
Sun Dial Auditorium
Please sign up in the Narthex
Monetary donations in any amount are greatly appreciated
In the meantime, as a thank you, everyone is invited to our

Harvest Festival
October 19, 11:30am - 3:00pm
Come enjoy a hot dog and play some carnival games,
get your face painted, and you can even try to
dunk one of our pastors in the dunk tank.
Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Food Bank.

WOMEN’S

FRIENDSHIP

GROUP

God is Still Speaking

Women’s Friendship Group
Wednesday October 9th
at 10:30am in the Music Room.
A nice way to stay in touch with other
ladies in the church. Join us!
Church of the Palms
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The Annual Joyce
Spaulding Memorial
Thanksgiving Feast
Once again, Church of the Palms will
host a the Annual Joyce Spaulding
Memorial
Thanksgiving
Feast
on
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 28,
2019. Church of the Palms host this meal
for three main reasons: 1) provide an
extravagant welcome to the community, 2)
honor the memory of Joyce and Roy
Spaulding, and 3) have fun. Last year, we
accomplished the first goal by serving 297
plates of food. This would not have been
possible without the many volunteers who
provided food and gave their time to set
up, serve, and clean up after the meal.
Many of the guest whom we served could
easily have prepared and provided their
own food. However, our culture says that
Thanksgiving is a time to be with other
Summertime is a
challenging time to
cover four usher
positions for those
who go away. A
special “thank you”
from Bob & Sandy
Krueger goes to
Bonnie Green, Bobbi & Jim Chapman,
Richard Andersen and Abby Atkins and all of
the usher teams who faithfully covered the
two months they were in Wisconsin. Your
support was greatly appreciated! Stay tuned
for info on a special appreciation reception
in honor of those When we meet I will be
asking what months you will be around to
God is Still Speaking

people. For many Sun City residents, who
often live far from loved ones, the
connection to people Church of the Palms
provides is priceless. Last year, the church
office received a note a few days after
Thanksgiving thanking us for the meal. The
writer said they felt welcomed from the
minute they were greeted in the parking lot
to the time they left with take-out box for a
friend. Extravagant welcome accomplished!
Even though this is a lot of work, many
people said before leaving last year, “I can’t
believe how much fun I had.” If you are
interested in helping or learning more
about his ministry, we will have an
organizational meeting Sunday, October 13,
after worship.
help usher. Watch for the reception
information.
Please see the 2020 usher calendar in
back of the church to sign up for next year.
Some ushers have expressed a desire to
usher for two full months at a time. For
anyone who would like to be an usher,
please see Sandy Krueger.

Jack’s Private
Stock Movies
Friday October 18: “Meet Me in St. Louis”
All movies begin at 9am in the Board Room

Church of the Palms
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iHelp
A 20 member I-HELP committee at
Church of the Palms has been working hard
for the last two months to get ready for the
October launch of I-HELP North West
Valley.
I-HELP (Interfaith Homeless
Emergency Lodging Program), a program of
Lutheran Social Services, is designed to help
the growing numbers of working people who
have lost access to affordable housing.
The 90 day program helps the men and
women in the program develop a life plan
that restores them to permanent
housing. They are assisted by a full time
case worker from LSS, to locate the
resources needed and keep them on task for
the 90 days or less.
As a supporting church, COTP will be
providing housing, food, showers and

NEWS FROM THE HART PANTRY
Heartfelt thanks to all who generously
contributed to the back to school backpack
drive. 240 backpacks were filled with
school supplies and 203 were delivered to
area high schools.
Special thanks to the Service Project
Craft Group for making soap mitts, hats,
and other items for our Christmas gift bags.
They have been chosen for our Volunteer
Spotlight and the Church of the Palms for
our Sponsor Spotlight on our Facebook
God is Still Speaking

COTP READY FOR
LAUNCH OF
I-HELP NW VALLEY
laundry every Monday night to the 12
women and men in the program. The
program is for adults over the age of 18, not
for families with children. Five other
churches in the Surprise, El Mirage and Sun
City communities are also hosting churches.
The COTP committee, led by Max
Klinkenborg, has Laurie Cathey as food
coordinator,
Vickie
Ashenbrenner
coordinating nighttime monitors and John
Durbin
as
transportation
coordinator. Sharon Astle is our secretary
and Mike Astle is the treasurer. The Service
Committee has purchased sheets and
prepared them to fit our mats. The program
runs with volunteers and there will be signup sheets in the narthex.
There is a cost to being a host church and
we are trusting members and friends of
COTP to help with in-kind gifts of food,
toiletries and laundry soap and cash gifts
designated for I-HELP.
page. Check it out for videos and pictures.
Thanks again for your donations of monthly
food items and bikes. We are so fortunate
to have you as part of our group helping at
risk teens have a better life.
October Needs for
Hart Pantry:
•
•
•
•
•
•

100% JUICE BOXES
RAMEN NOODLE PACKS
HOT CHOCOLATE PACKETS
PUDDING CUPS - ALL FLAVORS
RITZ CHEESE AND CRACKER PACKETS
RAISINS -SMALL LUNCHBOX SIZE
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Joseph Reyes ........ 10/01
Nancy Mueller ...... 10/02
Nick Nichols........... 10/03
David Kennicott .... 10/03
Ruth Diley ............. 10/03

Ruthann Bilkey ...... 10/05
Michael Cullen ...... 10/07
Martin Skaar ......... 10/07
Kilbourn Janecek .. 10/08
Keith LaVere ......... 10/10
Michelle Lewton ... 10/10
Eona Schulz .......... 10/10
Dennis Burr ........... 10/11
John Durbin .......... 10/11
Bruce Chubbuck ... 10/12
Ronald Kehl .......... 10/12
Steven Berg .......... 10/14
Jim Schulz ............. 10/15

Maria Wall ............10/15
Michael Witt ........ 10/15
Lynda Chubbuck ...10/16
Luella Dever ..........10/17
Mary Evers ............10/18
Jill Reagan .............10/19
Laurie Cathey ........10/20
Donna Peterson ... 10/23
Violet Hobbs .........10/25
Margaret Benson ..10/26
Judy Sadler ...........10/27

Happy Birthday

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE WEEK SCHEDULE

God is Still Speaking

Church of the Palms

9

God is Still Speaking

Church of the Palms

10

Gift Card Deadline

10am (BR) Lf Lng
Learning
1pm (BR) Living the
Questions
4pm (KH) I-Help

7

MON

9:15am (MR) Choir
Warm Up
10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Fellowship

27

9:15am (MR) Choir
Warm Up
10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Fellowship

20

Warm Up
10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Fellowship
11am Blood Pressure
11am Thanksgiving
Dinner planning

10am (BR) Lf Lng
Learning
1pm (BR) Living the
Questions
4pm (KH) I-Help

28

21

Learning
1pm (BR) Living the
Questions
4pm (KH) I-Help

10am Inch Worms
11:30am (BR) Csmc
Chrst
3:30pm (BR) Jmp Strt

29

22

10am Inch Worms
11:30am (BR) Csmc
Chrst
3:30pm (BR) Jmp Strt

Project Craft Group

9am (BR) Service

WED

10

Fine Arts
2:30pm (MR) Choir
4:00pm (MR) Bell Choir

3 1pm (BR) Worship &

THU

Project Craft Group

9am (BR) Service

30

23

9am (BR) Service
Project Craft Group
9am Mission &
Outreach
10am Evangelism

2:30pm (MR) Choir
4pm (BR) Bell Choir

31

2:30pm (SA) Choir

24

10am (BR) Care Team
2:30pm (MR) Choir
4pm (BR) Bell Choir

17

Project Craft Group
10am (MR)
10:30 am (MR)
Neoropathy Support
Women’s Friendship 2:30pm (MR) Choir
Group
4pm (BR) Bell Choir

9 9am (BR) Service

2

15 Palm Leaf Deadline 16

Brkfst
10am (BR) Inchworms
11:30am (BR) Csmc Chrst
3pm (KH) Brd Stewards
3:30pm (BR) Jump Start

8 8am (KH) Fellwshp

Worms
11:30am (BR) Csmc
Chrst
3:30pm (BR) Jump
Start

1 10:00am (BR) Inch

TUE

1:30pm (SA) Griefshare

25

9am (BR) Jack Private
Stock
9am (MR) Brd of Lfe Lng
Lrnng
1:30pm (BR) Griefshare

18

26

11:30am - 3:00pm
Harvest Festival

19

9:00am Council
Meeting

12

Communion Prep

5 8:45am Deacons

SAT

https://thepalms.org
manager@thepalms.org

(623) 977-8359

9:30am (BR) Social
Justice Team
1:30pm Griefshare

11

Griefshare

4 1:30am (BR)

FRI

October 2019

13 9:15am (MR) Choir 14 10am (BR) Lf Lng

9:15am (MR) Choir
Warm Up
10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Fellowship
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SUN

14808 N Boswell Blvd
Sun City, AZ 85351
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