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A Letter from Paul
I like sermons. I like
listening to them,
reading them, and
preaching them. I
enjoy planning them
and thinking through
each turn, word play,
and phrase.
Many years ago, while on sabbatical, I
enjoyed the opportunity to hear some of my
colleagues that I know preach. I also heard
sermons from people I didn’t know or had
ever met. Some of the messages were
profound, joyful, and moving. Some others
had a point or two. Unfortunately, some
were sadly lacking either in content or
delivery. And finally, there were those that
were just dreadful.
I remember one particularly bad one—in
content and delivery. There was no way to
say it but that it was simply horrible...until
the end. Having already lost my attention on
the preacher, I looked down the pew and
saw the woman adjacent to me with tears in
her eyes. She whispered quietly but loud
enough for me to hear as the preacher
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ended, “That’s exactly what I needed to
hear.”
Her comment caused me to pause and I
realized that something very important had
happened in that service. She had come in
need and somehow, someway, that poorly
crafted sermon translated into a message
that spoke to her heart and blessed her. On
the other hand, I had come in judgment and
heard nothing but faults. That experience
reminded me that it is holy ground when the
preacher and the listener-in-need meet.
I try my best to bring a message that
includes humor, theology, and real life
experiences so that the good news of Jesus
can be present and alive for you. Sometimes
it absolutely does that on all fronts.
Sometimes it doesn’t and falls flat. Often, it
is somewhere in between those two.
But, let me suggest a radical thought. My
sermon on Sunday is never more important
than yours. That’s right, this preacher who
spends so much time studying the art of
preaching admits that mine is, in many cases,
(dare I say), in most instances, no more
crucial than yours.
(Continued on page 2)

Church of the Palms

1

(Pastor Paul, continued from page 1)

Visitors and long-time members have built
-in expectations that I have little power over
regarding my sermon. But, the way in which
you greet each other, the fashion in which
you listen and reach out with care and
compassion, the time you spend sharing
grace and love and joy and support takes
them by surprise. They simply don’t expect it.
And they are more open to it than you can
ever imagine. That is why I say that your
sermon (that is, the way you represent Jesus

in your words and deeds) each-and-every
Sunday is as important as mine.
I don’t have to remind you that so many
people next to you in church or in line at the
grocery store are in-need. They are listenersin-need. In your words and deeds, what are
you saying?
Preach a good one this Sunday and every
day.

Come One, Come All!
Share in the ministry of music that is

SANCTUARY CHOIR
We will begin rehearsing on

Thursday, September 5th at 2:30p
in the Music Room.
This season promises to be a great one as we prepare
worshipful music for the congregation, share a
commissioned work by Jack Evans and Michael
Hegeman for the 50th Anniversary Celebration, and
present an exceptionally beautiful collection of Advent
pieces to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.

IF YOU LOVE MUSIC AND LIKE TO SING,
YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US!!
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Even though it feels like summer will
never end, September is upon us, and even
though the heat may linger, our minds begin
to shift to fall.
This particular year will be an especially
active and involved season at COTP. Our
50th year anniversary activities and the
growth of our church on so many levels will
be a challenging, stressful, enlightening, and
rewarding time. This is not to mention the
highest expectations we have of worship
and messages from Pastor Paul and Pastor
Jim. (Let’s hold them to it.)
September is the month that the boards
and committees that have taken a break
resume their regular monthly meetings. As
moderator, I am encouraging everyone
involved to be ready for a busy time in the
life of the church. This is Farrell’s first high
season with us. We must be respectful of
her position and do everything possible to
provide her with what she needs to do her
job and in a timely manner. Please send her
an email at manager@thepalms.org if you
have changed days, dates, times, or space
needs, she needs to know. Turn in your
communications as early as you have them.
Also, remember that articles for the Palm
Leaf are due by the 15th of each month.
Kathy will be overburdened, also. Her email
is kathy.johnson.thepalms@gmail.com.
Speaking of budget, don’t let it sneak up
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on you. Be thinking about any adjustments,
if any, you may need to make for the 2020
budget. Our next council meeting will be
Saturday, September 21st at 9am in the
boardroom. Be prepared with concise
reports and pertinent information we all
want to hear about, “what I did on my
summer vacation.”
For all church members, there will also
be a Ministry Fair in September on Sunday
the 29th in King Hall during fellowship.
There will be information on every board
and committee as to what they do and who
the current members are. Many of the
groups have created beautiful trifold take
aways, (thank you Pastor Jim), with great
information. Even if you can’t stay and talk,
you should take one of these with you. The
hope is to help familiarize everyone with the
boards and committees and how they help
keep this church engine running.
I encourage you to consider joining one
of these groups and sharing your valuable
time and talents. The more diversity we
have in these areas, the more fully
represented our church will be. That is who
we are.
I truly appreciate each of you and thank
you for listening,
Jeff Scruggs- Moderator
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR AUGUST
September 1: Pastor Paul will be preaching. Read Hebrew 13:1-8, 15-16. How can we add
years to our lives without adding fears to it?
September 8: Read Luke 14:25-27, 33. With all these different world religions in our neck
of the woods, how do we get along? Do we worship the same God? Pastor Paul will
explore this thought and his answer might surprise you!
September 15: Pastor Jim will be preaching from Psalm 51. When we ask God to create
clean hearts within us, we might want to be ready for some truth telling and a good
scrubbing. God delights in the truth that is deep within each of us.

September 22: In the passage from Luke 16:1-13, Jesus appears to praise a dirty rotten
scoundrel. How can this be? Pastor Paul will be preaching.
September 29: Yes, it is time for another one of Pastor Paul’s Top Ten List. How can we live
without regrets? Read Luke 16:19-31.

DO YOU
HAVE A
SERVANT’S
HEART?
Do you have a calling to be of service
to those who are homebound or
who are recovering in rehab, or
those who have special needs?

Consider Joining Our Care Team
Share your time and
talent in this vital ministry.
The Care Team will
resume monthly meetings on
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH AT 10am
in the Board Room.
Join those who are already
faithfully serving on the Team.
If you have questions, please see Pastor Jim.
God is Still Speaking

Women's Discussion Group

The Women's Discussion Group will
resume meeting in September.

We gather on the 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays at 10:30am
in the Music Room.
We are a non-Scripture group who gather
to share from the heart...the joys, hurts
and anticipations that fill our minds.

Please come join us
Sept. 12th & Sept. 25th
Questions? Contact
Bobbie Chapman: 719-480-0105
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LET YOUR

OPINION

BE KNOWN

Contact our Senators from Arizona and let them
know how you feel about gun violence.
Kyrsten Sinema: 602.598.7327 or https://
www.sinema.senate.gov/contact-kyrsten
Martha McSally: 602.952.2410 or https://
www.mcsally.senate.gov/govcontact_martha

The Palms was blessed as Shea Darian offered one of her
original compositions as the prelude on July 28th. The beauty
of her voice and lyrics certainly brought us close to our Creator God.
She has agreed to share her lyrics with us.

Godspeak
Some say God is Love,
Some say God is dead,
Some say God is Food On The Table
And A Place To Rest Your Head;
What say you? What say you?
Some say God is What We Make It,
And maybe that’s a little true,
Perhaps God thought us into being
So we could think God into Being, too.
Some find God on the mountaintop,
Some search in the dark,
Some say God is a Wise Old Crone
Or an Angry Patriarch;
What say you? What say you?
Some say God is What We Make It,
And maybe that’s a little true,
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Perhaps God thought us into being
So we could think God into Being, too.
Some say God never changes,
Some say, “All the time,”
Some call God a Metaphor
And some call God, Sublime;
What say you? What say you?
Some say God is What We Make It,
And maybe that’s a little true,
Perhaps God thought us into being
So we could think God into Being, too.
Some say God is Love,
Some say God is dead,
Some say God is Food On The Table
And A Place To Rest Your Head;
What say you? What say you?
Lyrics by Shea Darian May 19, 2019
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DONATIONS
and
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

THE RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING!
THE RUMMAGE SALE IS COMING!

OCTOBER 24-26
Our rummage sale inventory is a little short this year. Now is the time to go
through your closets and donate your unwanted treasures. We are surprisingly short
of furniture just a month out from our sale.
So, talk to your friends and neighbors and see if they have any good stuff they
would like to contribute to our wonderful sale.
Donated items should be brought to the church beginning Monday, October 21st
through Wednesday, October 23rd.
We will be accepting all donations, but the items for the October sale
include: CLOTHING, JEWELRY, CRAFTS, CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY, TOYS, SMALL ELECTRONICS,
CAMERAS & HAND TOOLS, HOME DECOR, MEDICAL EQUIPMENT & SPORTS EQUIPMENT,
BOOKS, DVD/CD’s & OFFICE ITEMS, HOUSEWARES, and FURNITURE.

And, don’t forget our BAKE SALE & FOOD SERVICES.
We are also looking for volunteers to assist in set-up and during the sale days.
Our volunteers have a great time together and get first dibs on donated items. If you
are interested in helping, attend our organizational meeting on Thursday, September
12th at 9:00am.
If you have any questions or want to schedule a donation pick-up, please contact
John Durbin (623.693.8866) or Paul Hiles (480.297.3838).

What is the difference between a really great
burger and a falling star?
One is really meaty but the other
is a little meteor.
God is Still Speaking
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Church of the Palms
50th ANNIVERSARY
50th Anniversary Need-To-Know-Info
Date: Sunday, November 3, 2019
Worship: Church Service from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Lunch: A reception lunch will follow our church service
and will be held at the Sundial Rec Center.
• Cost for the meal – it’s FREE!
• We will be asking for donations to offset the cost of the
meal. Any donation will be gladly received. If you want
to donate $1,000 – great! If you want to donate $30 –
great! If you can’t donate, we still want you there, please come!
• We are requesting folks sign-up so that we can get an accurate count.
•
•
•

We hope to see you at our 50th Anniversary celebration!

SERVICE PROJECT CRAFT GROUP
Do you sew, knit, crochet, needlepoint, make
cards and jewelry, or do other crafts?
The Service Project Craft Group is here to serve our
church and our community with a variety of crafts. You
can craft (and chat!) with us on Wed. morning or at your
own home. We have materials, projects, patterns, and a variety of supplies for you!
All levels of experience are welcome.
In August we donated over 30 lap robes to the children of New Life shelter and the
seniors at Immanuel care center plus 15 “twiddle mitts” to the Alzheimer's unit of
Immanuel Campus of Care. We also added insulated "Steering Wheel Covers” to our
tables in King Hall to keep your hands cool when your car sits in the hot sun. Did you
notice the “Cool Ties” (only $2) to help you stay cool when you have to go outside
these days?
There are always more projects on the way, so join us when you can!
We were happy to donate a basket of handmade kitchen items valued at $60 as a bingo
prize. We’re currently working on soap holders and hats for HART for Christmas giving.
If you have any questions, contact Carol Reynolds.

God is Still Speaking
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Our own, Len Silvester, will
be the new Interim Pastor at
Desert Garden UCC in Sun City
West. He will start on September 3. Please
keep the Desert Garden congregation in
your prayers as they grieve the death of
their former pastor, Rev. Dr. Sam Sawitski,
and as they journey onward in the
discernment process with Len.

50th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, November 3

Darlene McShane .........
Ruth Emanuel...............
Susan Princehouse .......
Erika Saltzman ..............
Jack Sheehan ................
Trudy Pizer ...................
Jack Eckstein ................
Dolores Krull.................
Arloa Hymans ...............
Young Miller .................
Nancy LeRoy-Mott........
Eric Holmes ..................
Douglas Hughes ...........
Dodie Bunker ...............
Kathy Gift .....................
Cathy Ash .....................
Elaine Fox .....................
Robert Brickley .............

September 1
September 4
September 4
September 7
September 8
September 10
September 12
September 14
September 15
September 20
September 20
September 21
September 25
September 25
September 26
September 28
September 29
September 30

10:00 AM Worship
Followed by Celebration Luncheon
at the Sun Dial

ALL ARE INVITED AND WELCOME!
Donations in any amount
are greatly appreciated.

“Celebrate the Past,
Embrace the Future”
God is Still Speaking

If you have suffered the loss of a loved
one, Church of The Palms Grief Share
will resume September 20 in the Board
Room at 1:30pm.
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Our Women’s Fellowship meets twice a
month at 10:30am in the Music Room.
Wednesday, September 11
Wednesday, September 25
A nice way to stay in touch with other
ladies in the church. Join us!
Our Food Bank donations go to

Valley View Community
Food Bank

Friday, September 27: “Leave No Trace”

Special need for:
Mac & Cheese
Peanut butter

Friday October 18: “Meet Me in St. Louis”
All movies begin at 9am in the Board Room

The September Fellowship Breakfast
will be at 8:30 am on
September 10 in King Hall.

This is why Jesus hasn’t returned…
He can’t move until the cat wakes up.
God is Still Speaking
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Labor Day

10am Inch Worms
11:30am (BR) Csmc
Chrst
3:30pm (BR) Jmp
Strt

10am Inch Worms
11:30am (BR) Csmc
Chrst
3:30pm (BR) Jmp
Strt

Committee
10am (BR) Lf Lng
Lrnng
1pm (BR) Living the
Question

23

10am (BR) Lf Lng
Lrnng
1pm (BR) Living the
Question

30

22

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Fellowship

29

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship/Ministry
Fair

Palm Leaf Deadline

10am (BR) Lf Lng
Lrnng
1pm (BR) Living the
Question

10:30am Women’s
Fellowship

Project Craft
Group

9am (BR) Service

25

Project Craft
Group
9am Mission &
Outreach
10am Evangelism

9am (BR) Service

Project Craft
Group
10:30 am (MR)
Women’s
Friendship Grp

9am (BR) Service

18

5
2:30 (MR) Choir

1pm (BR) Worship &
Fine Arts

Thu

2:30 (MR) Choir

9:30am (BR) Social
Justice Team
1:30pm Grief share

9am (BR)
Jacks Private
Stock Movie
12pm (CP) Bridge
1:30pm (BR)
Griefshare

27

9am (BR) Brd of
Lfe Lng Lrnng
1:30pm Grief share

20

SA = Sanctuary
KH = King Hall
BR = Board Room
CP = Chapel

1pm (BR) Worship &
Fine Arts

26

2:30 (MR) Choir

1pm (BR) Worship &
Fine Arts

19

10am (MR) Neoropathy
Support
11:30am (BR) Annivsry
comm mtg
1pm (BR) Worship &
Fine Arts
2:30pm (MR) Choir

AZ Quilt Hall of Fame
In King Hall

28

9am (BR) Church
Council
9:30pm Dr. Robbin
Dilley Seminar

21

14

8:45am Deacons
Communion Prep

7

Sat

https://thepalms.org
manager@thepalms.org

(623) 977-8359

Fri
1:30am (BR)
Griefshare

6

(KH) Rumm 13
12 9amSale
team

ECUMENICAL RETREAT

Project Craft
Group

9am (BR) Service

11

4

Wed

ABBREVIATION KEY
Activities: Lf Lng Lrng = Life Long Learning Meeting Locations:
Csmc Chrst = Cosmic Christians
Jmp Strt = Jump Start Bible Study
Fellshp Brkfst = Fellowship Breakfast

24

16 10am Nomination 17

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship

15

Scrip Orders Due

Lrnng
1pm (BR) Living the
Question
1pm Finance &
Invest Brd (CP)
3pm (BR) Trustees

10

11:30am (BR) CC

3

Tue

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship
11am Blood Pressure

9 10am (BR) Lf Lng

Church Office
Closed

2

Mon

September 2019

8am (KH)
Fellwshp Brkfst
10am Inch Worms
11:30am (BR) Csmc
Chrst
3:30pm (BR) Jmp

8

Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship

110am (SA)

Sun
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Sun City, AZ 85351
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