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What is Abundant Life?
Society and people of faith differ on the answers to that
question. While I cannot always comprehend exactly
what abundant life is, I do see glimpses of it when I:














Sing favorite old songs while driving in my vehicle;
Taste home-grown green beans;
Plant flowers;
Watch a cat chase a string or a dog play with a squeaky toy;
Laugh at or tell a dumb pun;
Listen to someone describe the joy of grandchildren;
Get a message from a friend with whom I hadn’t heard from in a
long time;
Attend a baseball game that goes into extra innings;
Pick an ear of corn and eat it raw right there in the garden;
Look unto the depth of my neighbor’s eyes during communion as
she puts the loaf into my hands knowing that God’s love is so
great, it extends even to me;
See tired hands serving with gladness the asylum seekers;
Hold the hand of my spouse;

 Enter worship on a triple-digit-temperature Sunday and feel the new
A/C working wonderfully;
 Look at the folks in the sanctuary during the summer and feel, taste,
touch, see, and hear congregants sharing God’s Unconditional
Love, Justice, and Extravagant Welcome.

Shalom, Paul
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“You inspire me.”
How do you feel
when you hear
that compliment?
There are many ways in which
someone can inspire another. You may
have experienced a medical miracle. You
may have lived a very long life. You may be
creative or talented or skilled. You may
just be a wonderful person with a
beautiful spirit.
Personally, when I am told that I
inspire, it is usually concerning my medical
challenges and how I have survived them.
Fifty years of insulin dependent diabetes
culminated in a double organ transplant
that saved my life in 2010. I did have and
still do have some struggles with the, “why
me,” question.
I had to work hard to accept that God
has plans for me whether I feel that I am
worth it or not doesn’t matter. God does. I
now realize that part of God’s plan is for
me to inspire.
So, I run with it. I appreciate what I
have been through, and it makes me
happy just to be alive.

I believe that if my story has influenced
just one person to rethink a bad day, that
is part of the plan. What is your story?
What have you experienced on life’s
journey that may inspire someone else?
Allow yourself to be an inspiration to
others. Share a joyful attitude if you can.
We all have a number of things to be
negative about on a daily basis.
We can pick apart the order of worship
or complain about the flavor of the scones
during fellowship, but is that what we are
really about? You may have and probably
do have any number of people around you
that are suffering in significant ways.
We can all strive to on at least Sunday
mornings be understanding and patient
and compassionate. Look for ways to
inspire. In your efforts, you may help
someone to rethink a bad day and not
even know it.
Jeff Scruggs
Moderator

Don’t be ashamed of your story.
It WILL inspire others
God is Still Speaking
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR JULY
July 7: Read Luke 10:1-11. Pastor Paul will be preaching. What does it mean to be a
Christian in America today?
July 14: Pastor Paul will be preaching on Luke 10:25-37. This is the familiar “Good
Samaritan” story. How does this story impact us at The Palms? What role do we play?
July 21: Pastor Jim will be preaching from Luke 10:38-42. Since when have you ever had
just ONE THING on which to focus? In the busyness of these days, Jesus urges us to
choose the "better part".

July 28: What does this prayer teach us? Read Luke 11:1-13. Pastor Paul will be preaching.

WELCOMIN’
WAGON
Have you ever wanted some assistance
getting from your car to the church?
The Welcomin’ Wagon Ministry can help
you. This small group of volunteers uses the
golf cart to roam around the Church’s
parking lot on a Sunday morning offering
rides to the Church’s entrances. They can
help you with walkers and heavy items that
you bring to Church.

Jump Start will suspend meetings until
September. Watch for further info as to
the date meetings resume.

PALMS
CINEMA
Board of Worship and Fine Arts
Activities for Your
Participation and Enjoyment
Thursday, July 11th at 1pm – Palm’s
Cinema Presents “What’s Up, Doc?”.
Snacks and drinks provided.
Thursday, August 8th at 1pm –
Palm’s Cinema Presents
“The Greatest Showman”.
Snacks and drinks provided.

God is Still Speaking

Church of the Palms

3

Sixteenth Annual Church of the Palms/Marshall Este
ECUMENICAL & INTERRELIGIOUS RETREAT
September 3 - 6 of 2019

Chapel Rock Conference Center, Prescott, Arizona

Focus of this year’s retreat will be:
 God’s creation, the evolving universe and how our traditions instruct us to interact with it.
 Mysticism, angels, spirits and their relevance in our individual lives and the lives of our
traditions.

 Interreligious dialogue, understanding, tolerance, and acceptance (brotherhood and
sisterhood).

In times of extreme stress and polarization in our society it becomes increasingly important
to come together as people from different faith traditions to develop a deeper understanding
of others and inoculate ourselves against the fear and prejudice that is gripping so many
people. Our presenters are well known and respected in their respective faith traditions for
seeking this end. This retreat is a great way to seek brother and sisterhood and spend the hot
late summer days in the beautiful cool pines of Prescott.
The Retreat includes 3 nights lodging, 3 dinners, 3 breakfasts, and 2 lunches in the cool
pines of Prescott. The surroundings are beautiful, and the food is fantastic! Our featured
presenters are well respected members of their temple, church, and mosque communities.
Rabbi Nina Perlmutter
Rabbi Emerita, Congregation Lev Shalom Faculty Emeritus, Yavapai College Adjunct
Instructor, Prescott College
Rev. Michael G. Hegeman
PH.D, Princeton Theological Seminary Director, Fran Park Center for Faith Life at Pinnacle
Presbyterian Church, Lecturer in Religion, Spirituality & Humanities
Imam Anas Hlayhel
Serving the southeast valley teaching and coaching Islamic self-help, Quran exegesis, and
youth coaching. Contributing author to Muslim Matters, a popular Muslim blog in English.
Rev. Jim Alexander
Associate Pastor and Music Director, Church of the Palms UCC, Graduate of Grand Canyon
University, Founding Artistic Director Valley Women’s Ensemble
Cost of the Retreat this year is $295 per person (double occupancy). Extra charge of $65 for
single occupancy rooms (limited available). Complete the registration form for the retreat and
return it to Church of the Palms ASAP to guarantee your spot. Church of the Palms, 14808 N
Boswell Blvd, Sun City AZ 85351
For more information contact Rev. Jim Alexander jim.alexander@thepalms.org
or John Durbin at jst4us21@cox.net
God is Still Speaking
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UPER
UMMER
ALAD
PECTACULAR
July 21st following the Worship Service
We are once again excited to announce the Church of the
Palms Annual Super Summer Salad Spectacular!!
We start with nice fresh crisp lettuce and then add all the
diverse and wonderful ingredients that make a salad a SALAD.
And the best part of the feast is that everyone brings their
favorite “fixins” to the table. It might be olives, garbanzo beans,
onions, mushrooms, raisins, etc.… You name it, you bring it, and
we will put it on your plate. It is a wonderful way to enjoy a
great meal with your Church of the Palms family and friends
and enjoy some good fellowship and perhaps hear some July
patriotic music.

Make sure to stop by the

“Favorite Hymn Barrel”
and drop a few titles in for
our singing pleasure during
the month of July. We’ll
start singing at 9:45 on
Sunday mornings.

WHAT IS A SCRIP AND WHY SHOULD I ORDER IT?
The answer is simple. Scrip is another name for gift cards. Every time you order
scrip from the Church of the Palms, the church gets a percentage of what you
spend.
Scrips are great to give as gifts or use them for yourself. Use them for your
favorite restaurant, service or store. It’s perfect for the hard-to-shop for person or holiday
gift giving. It’s a great way to get all your shopping done without stepping foot near a mall. Scrips sales are
available throughout the year. Contact the church office to place your order, deadline is Sunday, July 7th.
God is Still Speaking
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50 Anniversary Fundraiser
BINGO PARTY – Saturday August 17th, 12:00 noon to 2:00 PM
Mark your calendar for our second “50th Anniversary Celebration
Bingo Fund Raiser”. It will be a fun-filled afternoon including lunch,
fellowship, and an opportunity to support our wonderful
anniversary activities. Win prizes, including an evening dinner cruise for two on beautiful
Lake Pleasant, works of art, gift cards, a weekend in Sedona or a week in Palm Springs.
Lunch will include a sandwich, chips, cookies and punch. To join the fun and support our
50th anniversary fund raising efforts, a donation of $15 for lunch and Bingo cards will be
made, with an optional additional donation for extra Bingo cards. Sign up sheets will be
available at the opportunity table in the Narthex beginning Sunday, July 21st. Sign up ASAP
as participation will be limited to the first 80 players. For additional details, see the Bingo
50th Anniversary Fund Raiser fact sheet available in the office.

~ Dick Kuelbs ~
We express our deepest sympathy to Dick
Kuelbs on the death of his wife, Sheila. They
were married 65+ years. Services are pending.

~ Cernie Kline ~
We were saddened to hear of the death of
Cernie Kline, who died recently in Michigan.
Cernie was a Winter Friend who shared a long
history with The Palms. His brother, Rev.
Bruce Kline served The Palms as Associate
Pastor from 1998-2005. His memorial service
was in Michigan.
God is Still Speaking
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ASYLUM SEEKERS COLLECTIONS ON HOLD
For the time being, we have suspended collections for Asylum Seekers as they
have lost the building they were using. Currently we are seeking a new
organization to champion this project. For now we will
focus our efforts on the Hart Pantry.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL IS SOONER
THAN YOU THINK!
Our service to the homeless High School teens at Hart
Pantry dedicates July to gathering school supplies for
back to school. Here is the list of needed items:
Backpacks
3 Ring Binders
Filler Paper (College Rule)
Subject Dividers
2 Pocket Folders
Composition Books
Calculators
Highlighters

Erasers
Glue Sticks
Planners
Rulers
Index Cards
Geometry Kits
(Protractor, Compass, Ruler:
from Dollar Tree)

Deadline for School Supplies is July 31st

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Gingi Ahokas ........................... July 2

Bobbie Chapman ..................... July 19

George Wall ............................ July 2

Deborah Stinton ...................... July 20

Ronn Enzweiler........................ July 2

Gordon Funck .......................... July 21

Phyllis Short ............................ July 5

Diana Shalzi............................. July 23

Evelyn Crosby .......................... July 7

Joyce Dass ............................... July 23

Sue Plumb ............................... July 8

Linda Rouches ......................... July 25

Grace Henderson ..................... July 10

Dolores Hagge ......................... July 26

Leni Rothschild ........................ July 10

Pastor Jim Alexander ............... July 28

Paul Clark ................................ July 16

Theresa Fiorella ....................... July 30

Richard Granum ...................... July 16

James Fredette ........................ July 31

James R. Barnes ...................... July 19

Doris Gott................................ July 31

God is Still Speaking
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Summer Schedule 2019
“Engaging in Learning and
Spiritual Growth”
Monday Class “Living the Questions” has a format of a DVD presentation and
discussion that explores the questions we ask about “what does it mean to be
a Christian today?” This class meets 1 – 2:30 PM every Monday. We will have
a break for the month of August and resume our Lifelong Learning schedule
after Labor Day. Led by Linette Stenberg.
Inchworms will not be meeting during the summer. Watch for our fall schedule
for further information. This class is led by Nick Nichols.
Cosmic Christians meets from 11:30 AM til 1 PM every Tuesday and is currently
reading Lloyd Geering’s book, Coming Back to Earth: From gods, to God, to
Gaia. The next book we will be reading and discussing is Becoming Wise: An
Inquiry into the Mystery and Art of Living by Krista Tippett. This class is led by
Linette Stenberg.
The Fellowship Breakfast meets at 8:30 AM on July 9 breakfast program will be
given by Max Klinkenborg as he tells us more about the Labyrinth Ministry.
Looking ahead; On August 13, our breakfast program will be presented
by Gordon Street, UCC minister at First Congregational Church, Phoenix. The
topic is “Recovering From the Hurts of Organized Religion.”
Jack’s Private Stock (Jack Evans’ movies) will feature “North by Northwest” on
July 26, and “A Separation” on August 23. All movies begin at 9 AM.

The Women's Friendship Group will meet on
the fourth Wednesday now through August. All
women are invited to spend the hour of 10:30 11:30 AM in a safe, non-scriptural atmosphere
for a time of sharing, stories, laughter and
support for each other.
God is Still Speaking
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FROM OUR SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM
Criminal Justice/Prison Reform
“For I was hungry and you gave me
food… I was in prison and you visited me…
truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of My
family, you did it to Me.” Matthew 25:36.

One of the issues being addressed by
our Church of the Palms Social Justice
Action Team is criminal justice/prison
reform. Can you imagine that just receiving
a letter at mail call can make you feel
special and give you hope for a second
chance? Sharing a short letter with one of
the women in the AZ State Prison Complex
at Perryville lets her know that she is not
forgotten. Red Mountain United Methodist
Church in Mesa has the Matthew 25:36
Prison Ministry that includes a pen pal
program with women at Perryville. The
letters may be short but offer
encouragement, hope and an opportunity
to share one’s faith. Just this small
interaction can make a difference in the
God is Still Speaking

possibility of staying out of prison once
released. According to American Journal
of Criminal Justice, the normal recidivism
rate is 40%, but for people who have pen
pals, it is only 5%. What a gift! We are
building a pen pal program here in the
west valley at Dove of the Desert United
Methodist Church in Glendale.
If you are interested in finding out how
you might be able to give hope to a
woman at Perryville and hopefully start a
program at COTP, please contact Nancy
Nonini (member of our Social Justice
Action Team) at: nancy.nonini@cox.net or
612-751-4193. Also, look for additional
information in upcoming Sunday bulletins
on this topic and other issues being
addressed by the Church of the Palms
Social Justice Action Team.
Seeking Justice through Prayer Action
Love Ministry & Support (PALMS)
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Scrip Orders Due

10am (SA)
Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Fellowship

28

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH) Super
Summer Salad
Spectacular!!!

21

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship
11am Blood Pressure

14

7

10am (SA) Services
11am (KH)
Fellowship

Sun

Mon

1pm (BR) Lf Lng
Lrng
3pm (BR) Trustees

1pm (BR) Lf Lng
Lrng

1pm (BR) Lf Lng
Lrng

29

1pm (BR) Lf Lng
Lrng

22

Palm Leaf Deadline

1pm (BR) Lf Lng
Lrng

15

8

1

14808 N Boswell Blvd
Sun City, AZ 85351
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8am (KH) Fellwshp
Brkfst
11:30am (BR) CC
3:00pm (KH)
Stewards

11:30am (BR) CC

11:30am (BR) CC

30

11:30am (BR) CC

23

11:30am (BR) CC

16

9

2

Tue

31
Project Craft
Group

9am (BR) Service

10:30am (MR)
Women’s
Fellowship Group

Project Craft
Group

10am Evangelism

Project Craft
Group

9am (BR) Service

Project Craft
Group

9am (BR) Service

Project Craft
Group

9am (BR) Service

24 9am (BR) Service

17

10

3

Wed

25

18

Church Office
Closed

27

20

13

6

8:45am Deacons
Communion Prep

Sat

Meeting Locations:
SA = Sanctuary
KH = King Hall
BR = Board Room
CP = Chapel
MR = Music Room

ABBREVIATION KEY

9am (BR) Jacks
Private Stock

26

19

9:30am (BR) Social
Justice Team

12

5

Fri

https://thepalms.org
manager@thepalms.org

(623) 977-8359

Activities:
Lf Lng Lrng = Long Life Learning
CC = Cosmic Christians
JS = Jump Start Bible Study
Fellshp Brkfst = Fellowship Breakfast

1pm (BR) Palm
Cinema

Church Office
Closed

INDEPENDENCE
DAY

11

4

Thu

July 2019

