Palm Leaf
Church of the Palms

October 2018

Connect with God, find community, make a difference!
We are an Open and Affirming church—You are welcome here!

Neighbors in Need Offering Sunday
October 7th
Sunday, October 7th is our Neighbors in Need Offering. Please
use your Church of the Palms giving envelope or if you do not
have envelopes, there are special envelopes in the seatbacks
directly in front of your pew.
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.
This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant
neighbors and communities.

It’s that time again—let us rummage together!!
Your donated items should be brought to the church beginning Monday,
October 15th through Wednesday, October 17th. We will be accepting all
donations at this time but the items for the October sale include:
CLOTHING, CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY/TOYS; SMALL ELECTRONICS,
CAMERAS & HAND TOOLS; JEWELRY; CRAFTS; PICTURES, MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT & SPORTS EQUIPMENT, BOOKS, DVD/CD’s & OFFICE ITEMS; HOUSEWARES;
and FURNITURE. The sale will occur Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October 18-20.
We will be including a bake sale and food services. We are always in need of workers and
bake sale contributors.
If you can help or have questions please contact one of the members of the 2018 Rummage
Sale coordinating team (John Durbin ~ Board of Mission and Outreach, Pat Durbin ~ Board
of Evangelism, Judy Jondahl ~ Board of Stewards), or sign up on one of the Volunteer
Sheets in the narthex or office. We need lots of help, and we would love to have
you be involved.
Thank you very much!!

World Communion
Sunday…October 7th
A Letter from Paul
Moderator
Judy Pinter
The Flock is slowly returning, and we are
very happy to be home. We have missed
the friends, fellowship, and fun that this
wonderful Church affords us. I especially
want to express my grateful THANK YOU to
JEFF SCRUGGS for so graciously and
efficiently filling my shoes as Moderator for
the summer months. We are so fortunate
to have such a talented and kind man of so
many hats among us.

When my kids were little, one of the things
we would try to do at my house is gather
around the dinner table and eat supper
together. It was hard to do at times.
Sometimes, it meant that I had to come
home, eat dinner, and then go right back for
a night meeting at work. Or, Wendy, would
stop for dinner and then head right back to
her grade book. But, I am convinced that
the connectedness that occurred at the table
was invaluable. One of the things I usually
asked the kids was “Tell me what you
learned today.” And then we all listen –
there was no TV, no radio blasting away, no
cell phones in hands, no distractions.
Sometimes, they share a word or two. “I
learned I got a lot of homework.” Other
times they talked on and on and on. But no
matter what their response, I was convinced
that that kind of small talk was larger in
importance than it first may have seemed.
For at the table, they knew that they’d have
a chance to share and that people will listen.

In our absence, there were many
entertaining Sunday worship programs.
I’m thinking we should have encore
performances
of
some
fabulous
performances for returning fans. Pastor
Jim?
Pastor Paul?
They may not be
reading this, so feel free to NUDGE them.
Nudge away!
We have lost some very dear members this
summer: Ann, Lila, Joyce, Larry, Len and….
Please keep remaining family members and
friends in your thoughts and actions. We
have many widows and widowers and
family among us who would welcome an
invitation, a hug, or a kind word.

The first Sunday of October, (October 7) is
World Communion Sunday. As we gather
around the table of God, we put aside the
distractions of the world, too. It’s hard to do
that during these times. There are a lot of
problems and worries that some of us, once
we leave this place, will go right back to. But
I am convinced that the connectedness that
occurs at the table is invaluable.
For at the table we have a chance to share
our problems and worries. Problems that
may seem larger than what we can handle.
At the table we have an opportunity to share
and God will listen. Come with joy and dwell
at the table and share all that makes you,
you. And then listen...

The coming months and the new year are
bringing many opportunities to join
together for fun, challenge, friendship, and
funding. Please help wherever your body
and time allow.
We need you and
appreciate your time and talent!
Welcome back to returning friends and
happy October!

Shalom, Paul
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Happy October!!
Fall is in the air. Can you feel the change as you
take your walk about with your puppies or as you
ride the streets of Sun City in your Golf Car? I feel
the change and I LOVE it! Fall happens to be my
favorite season of the year. As I sit here and
ponder all the beauty of the Fall season, I look upon
my calendar and see that the Church of the Palms
has so many events and programs that we need a
HUGE calendar just to keep track of everything.
What does October bring?
RUMMAGE SALE!!!
Time for ministering, sharing, selling, buying,
giving, feeding, working, and LAUGHING!
I keep saying that this place is SPECIAL here on
103rd and Boswell and I am hearing other people
say it too.
What a blessing to share God’s
unconditional love, justice, and extravagant
welcome.
Life is GOOD here at Church of the Palms! So, get
out your calendars and fill them up like I have
because there is a place for you in the LIFE of the
People we call Church.
Peace, JOY, and Love…
Debby
(I will be out of the office from Nov. 6th to Nov. 13th)

e
Chu
Have you noticedrch
something
different about the
ofrestrooms
outside of King Hall?
Now, we are notthe
only ADA
compliant, we Pal
are family
and gender friendly!
ms
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Joseph Reyes
Linda McClentic
Nancy Mueller
Ruth Diley
David Kennicott
Nick Nichols
Ruthann Bilkey
Michael Cullen
Gene Laramy
Martin Skaar
Kilbourn Janecek
Michelle Lewton
George Saltsman
Eona Schulz
John Durbin
Bruce Chubbuck
Ronald Kehl
Steven Berg
Jim Schulz
Maria Wall
Michael Witt
Lynda Chubbuck
Jill Reagan
Laurie Cathey
Donna Peterson
Violet Hobbs
Margaret Benson
Sandy Weis

10/01
10/02
10/02
10/03
10/03
10/03
10/05
10/07
10/07
10/07
10/08
10/10
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/23
10/25
10/26
10/26

Annual Retreat is cool
in Prescott!

(Left to Right) Tom Broderson, Rabbi Nina Perlmutter,
Dr. Michael; Hageman, Iman Anas Hlayhel and Hebba Hlayhel

This year’s Ecumenical Renewal Retreat was held again in the shady woods of Prescott. Each year,
many churches join in ecumenical events in our area. The annual retreat is one of the high points of
the summer. It’s a joy to escape the desert heat for the cool serenity of the woods and worship
outdoors with a choir of birds celebrating God’s great creation.

The Church of the Palms Social Justice Champion Recognition

Thank you to all who made our Ecumenical Retreat such a blessing. I will be working on the
evaluations and get something to you soon. Enjoy the photos, and give praise to the Divine!!

John Durbin

Carolyn Modeen

The Church of the Palms Social Justice Champion Recognition
Carolyn Modeen
This recognition is awarded to a person who is a member of our church, active in leadership roles,
and active in social justice ministry. The individual demonstrates a long-term
commitment to seek justice on local, regional, and global issues. Her/his
actions challenge injustices and effect change though education, advocacy,
activism, and fundraising. Finally, the individual demonstrates the belief that
everyone deserves equal economic, political, and social rights and
opportunities. The first recipient of this recognition goes to Carolyn Modeen.
Carolyn, a member for over 20 years, has served as Church Moderator, Chair
of the Board of Mission and Outreach, initiated sale of free trade items,
helped with the monthly fellowship breakfasts and provided leadership for
Ecumenical Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Carolyn’s community roles have included: volunteer with Central Arizona
Shelter providing clothes for the homeless, participation in marches and
rallies for peace and to stop wars. Twice a month she holds up “Peace” signs
th
on Bell and 99 . Carolyn has advocated for sensible gun legislation, marched for women’s
reproductive health rights and has given speeches at Planned Parenthood gathering. She has
participated in equal pay gatherings and efforts to correct worker pay disparity. She
demonstrated for migrant rights as workers and participated in monthly meetings of domestic
violence prevention program. Carolyn has been an active participant with Grandmothers for Peace
and has volunteer at Benevilla since 1984. She regularly gathers signatures to help political
candidates have names placed on election ballots and get initiatives on ballots
Carolyn lives the following scripture: Micah 6:8 … “And what does the LORD require of us but to DO
JUSTICE, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.” Well done Carolyn!
Thank you for your service!
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Come and learn with us at Church of the Palms!
Up Coming Events

From Life-Long Learning
Learning and growing events planned for
Fall include:

Anniversary Committee Bingo Party
Saturday, November 10th
All Saints celebration
Sunday, November 4th
Bring-A-Friend Sunday
Sunday, November 11th after Worship

Great Courses:
Sunday mornings 8:30 – 9:30
Through October 23:
Lost Christianity’s…DVD and discussion
Begin October 28:

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 26th Noon

Monday mornings 10 – 11:30
“Integral Spirituality”, a model of
spirituality designed by Ken Wilbur.

Valley Women’s Ensemble Concert
Saturday, December 1st
Women's Ensemble performance of
Vivaldi Gloria at Historic Kenilworth
Hall - Bus will be available, leaving at
6:15 p.m. Concert is at 7:30 p.m.

The whole church
Rummage and Bake Sale Part 2
Sunday, October 14th – Friday
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, October 20th
7:30 a.m. to Noon

Weekly Meetings

Laity Sunday,
October 21

Tuesdays 10 a.m.
“Inchworms” Bible Study
Tuesdays 3:30 p.m.
“Jump Start”
A lively discussion of next Sunday’s Scriptures

Laity Sunday is a special Sunday
to be observed on the third
Sunday of October. Laity Sunday
Bring
a Friend
Sunday, of the
focuses
on the celebration
ministry of all
November
1 lay Christians.

“Cosmic” Christians
We’re about to begin a new book,
Coming Back to Earth:

AJS Thanksgiving Feast
Planning Meeting
Friday, October 26th 10 a.m.
Palms Pet Blessing
Saturday, October 27th, 11 a.m.
Indoor Picnic/Talent Show and
Halloween Costume Contest
Sunday, October 28th 4 p.m.

From gods, to God, to Gaia
by Lloyd Geering, on Tuesday, October 23rd
(we meet from 11:30 am until 1 pm.)
Geering takes us on a journey that explores the
evolution of religion and the history of the
Christian faith as we encounter new
understandings of our faith in the face of the
ecological crisis which has been said to be the
most important problem humans have
ever had to face.
We welcome all who are interested in this study.
For more information, please contact
Linette Stenberg (623-594-3718.)
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October Fellowship Breakfast
Tuesday, October 9th 8 a.m.
Join us as we welcome a new Ministry!

Faith Health Ministry
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me…I tell you the truth, whatever
you did for one of the least of these my brothers of mine you did for me”. (Matthew 25: 35-40)
Faithful member, Judy Jondahl has taken on the role of Faith Health Nurse for The Church of the
Palms. The church plays an essential role in health and healing, particularly the mental and spiritual
dimensions. Our Faith Health Ministry will encompass compassionate care activities related to health
needs of the members to care for themselves and each other seeking to attain, maintain and/or
regain wellness of body, mind and spirit.
The Faith Health Ministry is not intended to duplicate other available medical/nursing services, but it
seeks to creatively fill gaps in health education, support and access to care delivery services.
Judy will also be seeking input from the members of the Church of the Palms to provide direction in
program development to accomplish its goal and will be including Health Tips (such as the one
below) in our Monthly Palm Leaf.
A delicious Continental Breakfast will be provided, so invite your friends and relatives to join us for
an opportunity to get to know all about our newest Ministry!
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Hart Pantry
October
Food Items Needed
Small Tubes RITZ Crackers
Breakfast Bars
Mac and Cheese Cups
(lunch cup)
Fruit Cups
Raisins,
(small individual size boxes)

Coming in October
Neuropathy and Pain Support Group
This educational and
compassionate group will begin Thursday,
October 11th at 10 a.m.
Led by Scott Patrick, this group addresses issues
relating to the struggle with not just Neuropathy,
but pain in all its forms.

Hart Pantry
Is also looking for someone to help repair donated bikes
for at risk teens. Hart will deliver, pick-up, and provide
funds.
If you are interested,
please contact
Jan Eckstein, 623-875-7015

Bring your Furry,
Finned and Four-Legged
Friends to the
Palms Pet Blessing!

Thanks for all you do!

If you have a member of the family that
has four legs, a tail, feathers, fins, scales, or
a shell, bring this beloved creature to the
Annual Palms Pet Blessing.
Put it on your calendar—Saturday,
October 27th 11 a.m., outside in the
fountain area.

On November 3, 2019, The Church of the
Palms will be celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the founding of Church of
the Palms. Our theme is “Celebrating the
Past, Embracing the Future!” Many fun
and exciting fundraising events are
planned between then and now, watch
your bulletins and Palm Leaf for updates
on these events.
Our church started in a strip mall where
we sat on folding chairs borrowed from
United UCC.
Our Founding Pastor was Albert King. As
a fledging church, we were given
materials, encouragement, and assistance
from the UCC, the Presbyterian Church,
and the Disciples of Christ.

There will be snacks for the creatures
and the people. We’ll get to meet
everyone’s favorite pet. Each creature
will be blessed individually. Please be
sure that your creature is either leashed
or in a cage, bowl of water, or whatever!
If you have a pet that has died, you
may bring a picture or something that
belonged to the pet. We will say a
prayer of thanksgiving for the joy that
pet shared with the world and with you.
_________________
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Services in October

Lord’s Day Service each week at 10 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation Time
King Hall at 11 a.m.

For bus pick-up:
Call Mary Kennicott at 623-249-8999
by noon Friday for Sunday pick-up

October 7 is World Communion Sunday. Love in any and all languages is the theme.
Read Mark 10:2-16. Pastor Paul will be preaching. We will have bread from around the
world for the Eucharist.
October 14 Pastor Paul will be preaching on Mark 10:17-31 and he doesn’t like these
verses. Why? Hmmm…come and find out!
Laity Sunday October 21 Pastor Jim will be preaching on Mark 10:35-45. We are all
ministers of the church, for the church, in and outside the church. Rise up, O Church!
Serve Extravagantly!
October 28 Mark 10:46-52 is our passage with Pastor Paul Preaching. What is it that
you want from God? What do we need to do bring about that desire?

In Loving
Memory

Len Weiss
1932/2018

The Service Project Craft Group recently delivered
lap robes to residents of Caroline Care Home and
Adela Lupea Care Home, adult group
homes in the NW valley.
Who enjoyed them more? The recipients?
Those who delivered them?

Or those who made them?
We give thanks for God's blessings to so many.
The Service Project Group meets every Wednesday
at 9:00 a.m. in the Boardroom, we would be glad
to have you join us and you will be glad you came!
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The Service Project Craft Group

On Select Friday’s this Fall!
Our movie theme will be
“Something old.
Something New,
Something Borrowed, Something Blue”

October 12

th

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind

November 2nd
The Hotel Budapest

Annual Joyce Spaulding Community
Thanksgiving Feast
Planning Meeting
Friday, October 26th 10 a.m.
The Church of the Palms Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner is just around the
corner. Our planning meeting is scheduled,
where we will
“talk turkey!”
Debby Stinton will be organizing
volunteers for all the duties that go along
with this special day. If you would like to
be involved but can’t make the meeting,
please contact
Debbie Stinton:
(623-977-8359 ext. 102)
for more information.

December 14th
The Deep Blue Sea

Showtime
9:30 a.m. King Hall

Picnic, Talent, & Costumes
Oh My!
Sunday, 10-28- 2018 at 4 p. m.
Indoor Costume - Talent Show - Picnic
Sunday, October 28th 4 p.m. King Hall
Hosted by The Board of Worship and Fine Arts
The church will provide Fried/Baked Chicken OR Sub Sandwich
Y'all come with a side dish, yer Hallerween Costume and
yer bestest trick or talent that'll amaze and delight the crowd!!

treat fer the
Hallerweeniest get-up!!
C'mon, now! Ya hear???

Who knows? Ya might just win a
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WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!
September 2018

Roger Camarillo
10207 W.
Brookside Dr.
Sun City, AZ
919-607-4366

Vickie
Ashenbrenner
10242 W.
Tumbleweed
Sun City, AZ.
831-233-2548
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Palm Leaf

is a monthly newsletter
from the Church of the Palms that
makes it easy for you to keep up with
opportunities, events, and friends at
church.
Articles deadline:
15th of each month

Drawn together by the Holy Spirit, we are a
distinct and diverse community of Christians
that come together as one church, joining
faith and action.

You may submit an article or
information for an article by:
Email (manager@thepalms.org)
Phone (623-977-8359),
Or drop it off at the church.

In covenant with the church in all of its
settings, we serve God in the co-creation of
a just and sustainable world as made
manifest in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Office Staff:
Pastor Paul Whitlock, Senior Minister
Jim Alexander, Associate Pastor
Debby Stinton, Assistant Pastor
Deborah Martin, Secretary

“That they may all be one,” Jesus, speaking
in prayer”. —John 17:21

The Church of the Palms
The Church of the Palms
14808 N. Boswell Blvd,
14808 N. Boswell Boulevard,
AZ 85351
Sun Sun
City, City,
AZ 85351
Phone
(623-977-8359)
(623-977-8359)

If you use Facebook, you are invited
to "liken The Church of the Palms
and become a friend of the
church. Photos from events and
outings are reposted there

Winter Office Hours
Winter Office Hours: Monday-Friday
8am-2pm
Monday-Thursday 8Friday
a.m. 8toa.m.
2:00
p.m.
to Noon
Friday- 8 a.m. to noon
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.

Office e-mail: manager@thepalms.org
Office Website:
e-mail: manager@thepalms.org
www.thepalms.org

Website: www.thepalms.org

www.thepalms.org
We offer:
Sermon Gallery Paul at the Palms News and Events
The Palm Leaf Newsletter
Monthly Calendar
General Synod News
Photos
New Member Orientation Dates
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