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Church of the Palms

September 2018

Connect with God, find community, make a difference!

We are an Open and Affirming church—You are welcome here!

Pastor Paul Whitlock

“Share similarities - celebrate differences.” That’s what M. Scott Peck wrote. And I like it. I
think it captures a lot of what we are trying to do around here at The Church of the Palms –
share our similarities and celebrate our diversities.
As we have finished August, I look back and say, “Wow! It was a very busy summer.” The
busiest one since I have been here. We have a wide variety of things going on – many of our
bible studies and discussion classes have continued-on throughout the heat.
As lifelong learning goes on throughout our years, our Lifelong Learning Board has embodied
that concept. They have given us a plethora of programming – from movies to scholarly
discussions, from laughter to tears, from spiritual keen insights to helpful daily routines.
Other Boards, Committees, and Groups have been working this summer, too: Evangelism
had a new member Sunday; Trustees have cleaned and maintained our building; Fine Arts
and Worship has decorated the sanctuary and gone on fun outings; Finance has met to
discuss, well, money issues; Our Justice Team has met because caring for others doesn’t take
time off; Our Wednesday Service group has blessed with fabulous banners; Mission and
Outreach has delivered school supplies to the Hart Pantry and dozens of cases of water
Children’s First Academy; We have been reminded how we can help give financially through
the “AmazonSmile” and “Scrip” programs from our Board of Stewards; And our deacons,
with so many others, serve every Sunday. Summer has been busy; we are not just a
“wintertime church”.
We have so many choices of activities at The Palms. While one person can’t do them all, you
can choose the activities in which you engage. If you love singing, join us in the choir. If you
don’t, just sit back and enjoy them. If movies are your thing, come and eat the popcorn with
your friends. If cinema doesn’t "reel" you in, it’s alright to skip the flick. If you are called to
work on justice issues and that’s where your passion blooms, come and do and help and
serve. If that’s not what defines you, then it’s okay not to participate. If meetings are your
thing – talking and planning, etc. Wow! Join one. If that will bore you to tears, we’ll see you
elsewhere. If helping prepare and serve food is a passion, wonderful; I am always willing to
sample things. But, the kitchen is not the place for everyone, and that’s okay. I love to
garden – including pulling weeds – and we need people who help keep our grounds looking
good. But, I know there are folks who can kill even plastic plants.
The point is you can be a part of this church and NOT participate in some of these activities
or participate in A BUNCH of them. It is your choice! It is our hope you can and will
participate in all the things you can do. We are diverse, and we celebrate that fact.

Shalom, Paul
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SEPTEMBER MODERATOR’S CORNER
Traditionally, September brings thoughts of fall weather.
Also, traditionally that doesn’t apply so much to Sun City!
But there is hope! October and November are right around
the corner with Arizona’s belated September weather.
Have you wished your summer away? Wishing for less heat, less
Judy Pinter
Moderator
humidity, the return of friends gone for the summer? I’ve had a
wonderful summer, but I’ve missed my church friends and neighbors
immensely. It seems I just get people met, sorted out, and embraced into my life and
we leave. Life is spinning too fast.
My wish for us all is to slow down and enjoy the moment we are in. When it’s hot and
miserable, pick up that book, go to a movie, send an unexpected note, invite a neighbor
in for a refreshment, find a reason to bask in the moment. Let’s slow life down a bit in
these our later years. Boredom can even be a respite. After all, we often have so many
commitments that some moments of boredom might be refreshing.
For those whose dance card isn’t full, make the first move. Call someone you barely
know and give an invitation for a cup of coffee or a pleasant social afternoon. If you’re
one of the busy ones, choose one person who may be waiting for a call and make their
day. It takes so little to spread some sunshine on a rainy day.

Next month we will be back home and with the friends we love at my favorite church
ever. Fall weather (hopefully) will be bringing us all a fresh start. I can’t wait. Oops.
Wishing time away is a difficult habit to break!
Blessings! Judy

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE!
INFORMATION SESSION WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH
Please join us for an information session about Church of the Palms
on Wednesday, September 26th at 3:30.
You will receive information about our church, including our purpose and mission and
the many opportunities of service with boards and committees. You will also learn
about the many educational and social opportunities planned and presented
for your enrichment.
A light meal and time of fellowship will be provided by the Board of Evangelism
following the orientation. Those wishing to join our congregation will be introduced at
the Sunday service on September 30th.
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Is it September already?
Pastor Jim calls September “the Season” when things really get
started here at Church of the Palms. We did have quite a busy
summer, but he is right. Choir will be back, and all the Board
meetings will resume. Life at the church will be booming.
For me, September starts out in Prescott at the Ecumenical Retreat
and then during the second week the CHEFS are back for the
Tuesday Morning Breakfast and the Board of Lifelong Learning will
be presenting another spectacular program. The Women’s Friendship (Discussion) Group
will be meeting on September 12th and 26th. I will be preaching on September 16th and
Jack Evans will be here on September 21st to start another series of films this time with
the theme; SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED,
SOMETHING BLUE.
You can always find me leading class on Sunday mornings from 8:30-9:30 am and on
Monday mornings from 10:00-11:30 am. New classes will be starting in the Fall so keep a
look out in the Bulletin or on our FABULOUS Bulletin Boards (thanks to debi Martin). These
classes are informative and WE have fun getting to know one another.

Corner

Life is GOOD here at Church of the Palms! I am all in for sharing God’s unconditional love,
justice, and extravagant welcome. Come and plug in to the GOOD too.
Peace, JOY, and Love…

Debby

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH 2018 AT 1 P.M.
SESSIONS WILL BE HELD EVERY FRIDAY IN THE BOARDROOM
OF THE CHURCH OF THE PALMS FROM 1 P.M. TO 3 P.M.
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Many thanks to The Board of Worship and Fine
Arts for providing The Church of the Palms,
members and guests, with this great
Summer event!

BOWFA Summer Movies Finale
“Victoria and Abdul”
Thursday 1:00 p.m.

Please Call the office

Care Team Brochures

623-977-8359
 When

you feel the church can assist you in any way.

 When

you or a member of your family is admitted to
the hospital so visits can be arranged and proper
people notified.

located on the main
Bulletin Board in the
church hallway and on
the Information
Table in the narthex.
Please take one, they
have lots of
great resources!!

 When

your class or group plans to meet so that a room can be reserved for you
and placed on the church calendar.

 When

either your home address or phone number changes so the church
records can be amended.

 When

you are planning to move-either out of town or locally.

In Loving
Memory
Joyce Spaulding
1938 / 2018
Larry Koncelik
1946 /2018

Lila Grace Merlino
1930/2018

5

The Church of the Palms has always had
generous member volunteers in all of our
ministries. This is especially true for our
Kitchen Ministry. Many thanks and eternal
appreciation go out to each and
every one of you.
A longstanding event has been our Monthly
Fellowship Breakfast. Led by George an Maria
Wall with Bonnie Green as their usual sidekick,
their have been many helpers including
Margaret Carpenter, Caroline Modeen, Pat
Durbin, and Diana Shalzi. This group has
done the purchasing, preparation and
presentation of thousands of breakfasts over
the years. Now this tradition is coming to a
close, and is being replaced by a Fellowship
Breakfast served continental style. As usual, there will be interesting and informative
programs. The word “Thank-you” for George, Maria, Bonnie and all the helpers does
not seem like enough for the loyalty, energy, skills and time they have given. They
have been the lifeblood of this ministry. Their love of God and their service to the
Church of the Palms and its members shows in everything they have done.
THANK-YOU and GOD BLESS YOU!
Tuesday Fall Continental Fellowship
Breakfast Kick-Off!
September 11, 8:00 a.m.

Speaker:
Education Activist,
Jan Nichols
Native Arizonan, born in Winslow, Arizona Jan went to Scottsdale Public Schools all
12 years Bachelor of Science Degree ---Arizona State University Masters Degree in
Secondary Education, Reading Diagnosis & Treatment One of founders for manpower
training program Phoenix Opportunities Industrialization Center (still operating.)
Taught 40 years in public school Lifetime member
of AEA-NEA.
Have spent 8 years researching the money trail of charters & vouchers for efficiency
& effectiveness in addressing the needs of all students. Jan says “I am concerned
also with corruption & fraud in the for-profit industry of charters,” My presentation,
which has been given all around the state of Arizona, is entitled “The Black Money
Hole of Charters & Vouchers.”
After the program enjoy our Continental Fellowship Breakfast. The “free will” giving
basket will be out.
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Seeking JUSTICE through Prayer, Action, Love,
Ministry & Support
P. A. L. M. S.
The Church of the Palms Social Justice Team, which is part of the Board of Mission &
Outreach, is moving forward by addressing major social justice issues of our times.
Using the scripture passage from Micah 6:8, “And what does the LORD require of us
but to DO JUSTICE, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.” As its
admonition and inspiration, the team is working hard on being the hands and feet of
Jesus in our community and beyond.

Following is a partial list of accomplishments and plans of our team this past year:

LGBTQ Equity


Purchased and displayed the rainbow flag.
Participated in the Gay Pride Parade. Our Church was very well received, with our
“Jesus didn’t reject anyone, neither do we,” banner. It was commented on and
cheered for by many parade participants and watchers.
 Supports, encourages and helps the efforts of Ronn Enzweiler and the Sun City
LGBTQ Club to produce tote bags for agencies to distribute to the homeless.
 Investigating whether gay married couples in AZ can become foster parents.
 Reached out to United Church of Sun City which recently voted to become an Open
& Affirming Church.


Immigration/Refugees











Members of the team established a working relationship with Shadow Rock UCC in
support of its Sanctuary Program.
Developed a long-term relationship with Lutheran Social Services Southwest
(LSS-SW) to support its ministry to immigrants including refugees.
Kurt & Linda Hofmann assisted in the assimilation process for a non-English
speaking refugee Afghan family.
Nancy and Richard Mueller provided instruction in sewing and computer programs
for refugees.
Suzanne Boisclair participated in a training program for the purpose of tutoring
youth refugees.
Beth Malmgren connected with Arizona Immigration & Refugee Services to see how
our church could be of support.
Representatives of Church of the Palms are participating with the UCC Southwest
Conference in the “Faithful Witness at the Border” program to call attention to the
humanitarian crisis of separating refugee children from their parents.
Through the Board of Mission & Outreach our church supports the ministries of
Solutions Church serving refugees from South Africa.
(cont.)
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(cont.)

Palestinian – Israeli Issue


Beth Moore, with the help of several team members, organized a fellowship
breakfast and, “meet & greet,” dinner. Daoud Nassar from the Tent of
Nations outside Bethlehem shared the challenges of seeking to maintain their
family farm in the occupied West Bank.
 The purpose of this project, undertaken by the Nassar family, along with
inter-national volunteers from around the world, is to develop and protect the land
and create a center for people from different countries, cultures, and religions to
come together and build bridges of trust - and hope - and peace. Through their
work with women, youth and families from the nearby village of Nahalin and
refugee camps in and around Bethlehem, non-violent approaches to peace are put
into practice and their motto “We refuse to be enemies” is lived out.
 The Church of the Palms is planning to purchase trees for the Farm. The team
discussed launching a fund-raising program in September/October to purchase
trees for the Tent of Nations Farm and generating scholarship funds to assist a
representative from our church to assist in planting trees on the farm. Joyce
Stoffers mentioned that the purchase and planting of trees also has benefit for
environmental issues.

Homelessness


Members of the team met with Robert Sanders, Regional Director with LSS-SW,
and other City of Surprise community leaders in March regarding IHELP –
Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program. It was proposed to the Church
Council in June that Church of the Palms consider being a major player in
this program.
 Our church continues to support ministry to the homeless population through the
HART Pantry program and supporting Children First Academy, a school for the
homeless in the Phoenix metro area.

Religious & Racial Appreciation


Debby Stinton leads the White Privilege Program, Part 1 & Part II.
 Barbara Arnold presented information on the Code of the Underground Railroad
Quilt and the need for the quilt to be protectively encased in order to preserve it
and so that it can be permanently hung at Church of the Palms.
 Plans are underway to establish a relationship with Arizona Interfaith Movement to
determine what they are doing to promote religious and racial tolerance and how
our team could be part of this effort.
 The annual Ecumenical Retreat has been planned for early September and will
focus on “Time, Eternity and the Importance of Religious Holidays in Judaism,
Christianity and Islam”.
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(cont.)

Environmental Issues


Nancy Tsuchiya and Joyce Stoffers organized a visit to a local recycling company
to determine how our church could more fully participate in such a program. A
proposal will be going to the Church Council to purchase more ecofriendly
materials to be used for social functions in King Hall



George Wall made a presentation to the team on the impact of global warming
and how we need to be a voice for this concern.



Plans are underway to contact Doug Bland, Executive Director of Arizona
Interfaith Power & Light, to make a presentation to our church leadership on how
we could become a partner in this effort.

Gun Violence


A letter to the editor written and edited by the team was published in the Sun
City Independent regarding stopping gun violence.
 Members of the team participated in non-violent protests in Sun City and Phoenix
to stop gun violence.
There are currently 28 members of our church and community participating to one
degree or another in our Social Justice Team. The team meets the second Friday of
the month at 9:30AM. Our next meeting is Friday, September 14 th. Please plan to
attend if you have an interest in any of projects being undertaken by our social
justice team.

.

Social Justice Team
..at the Border!

“As I have

loved you,
love
one another”
John 13:34

This cross stands
as tribute to the
thousands of
men, women and
children that die
in the Arizona desert seeking a
better life.
9

BOWFA Summer Movies Finale
Thursday 1:00 p.m. September 6th
“Victoria and Abdul”

2018

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW,
SOMETHING BORROWED,
SOMETHING BLUE

09/01 Darlene McShane
09/04 Ruth Emanuel

Good friend and film
aficionado, Jack Evans, will once
again be our guide this Fall and
Winter for an
eclectic and varied line-up
of movies.
Join us on Friday’s,
once a month at 9:30 a.m.

09/06 Mary Whitlock
09/07 Erika Saltzman

09/12 Jan Eckstein
09/14 Dee Krull
09/15 Arloa Hymans
09/18 Keith Curtis

September 21st:
HAROLD AND MAUDE
Hal Ashby's cult classic from 1970 about a
young man who falls in love with a
79 year old woman.

09/19 Kay Shaddox

09/20 Young Miller*
09/21 Eric Holmes
09/23 Michael Whitlock

October 12th: ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF
THE SPOTLESS MIND
The highly imaginative Charlie Kaufman
wrote the screenplay for this Michel Gondry
film about two lovers who have erased
memories of each other's existence . A new
cult classic that's postmodern cinema
at its best.

09/25 Douglas Hughes
09/28 Cathy Ash
09/29 Elaine Fox
9/30

Robert Brickley

*“Birthday Blessing Luncheon”
Young Miller and her son,
Joon Miller, request the
pleasure of your company in
King Hall after
Worship on Sept.16th!

November 2nd:
THE HOTEL BUDAPEST
One of America's best filmmakers of the
past quarter-century, Wes Anderson
borrows stories from the once popular but
now obscure Austrian author Stephan
Zweig to forge this intricate tale of love
and intrigue.

Young, on this her 90th
Birthday, wants to celebrate
her love of our Lord and her
love and thanks to all her
friends at The Church of the
Palms for the many years of
fellowship and care, with
which she has been blessed by
being a member!!

December 14th:
THE DEEP BLUE SEA
This destructive love affair set in World
War II, features powerful performances by
Rachel Weisz and Tom Hiddleston and is
directed by the great British
filmmaker Terrence Davies.
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Life Long Learning
Lost Christianities
Christian Scriptures and the
Battles over Authentication
Professor Bart D. Ehrman, Ph.D., M.Div.

Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.
The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
In the first centuries after Christ, there was no "official" New Testament. Instead,
early Christians read and fervently followed a wide variety of Scriptures—many more
than we have today. Relying on these writings, Christians held
beliefs that today
would be considered bizarre. Some believed that there were two, 12, or as many as
30 gods. Some thought that a malicious deity, rather than the true God, created the
world. Some maintained that Christ's death and resurrection had nothing to do with
salvation while others insisted that Christ never really died at all.
Join us, and add your own questions!

Every Monday 10 a.m.
September 10th-October 8th
Richard Rohr…Embracing an Alternative Orthodoxy
A DVD/Discussion led by Debby Stinton

Every Sunday 1:30 p.m.
September 9th through October 7th
Richard Rohr…Embracing an Alternative Orthodoxy
A DVD/Discussion led by Debby Stinton
October 14-January 20
no afternoon class
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Inchworms Bible Study
Tuesdays, 10 -11:20 A.M. Guided by Mary Whitlock. We are still
inching our way through “No Other Gods” by Ana Levy-Lyons. This is a compelling text
and is enjoyed by all. Join us on Tuesdays, you are more than welcome!
"We serve a living, loving God who is still speaking, who is not finished yet, who has
more truth and light to break forth, and who is calling you and me to respond this day.
Right now."

The Cosmic Christians are currently discussing “Prophetic
Imagination” by Walter Brueggemann will be the focus of our
discussion. Discussion will include applications and questions
that this brings to us personally and to our church, our
families and our communities. This series has no book; handouts will be provided for
each class session. All are welcome. We meet on Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Feel free to bring your lunch, many do. If you have any questions, contact
Linette Stenberg, curlinsten@msn.com.

“JUMP START” BIBLE STUDY RESUMES TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11TH
Tuesday evening Bible study
to focus on Lectionary
“Jump Start” resumes on Tuesday, September 18th.
The Tuesday evening Bible study group will be meeting at 3:30 in the chapel area or
board room for fellowship, study and discussion of the
scriptures from the lectionary for the following Sunday. The lectionary is a pre-selected
collection of scriptural readings from the Bible used for worship, study and/or
theological discussions. Many Christian churches use the Revised Common Lectionary
which follows the liturgical year in a 3-year cycle and provides scriptural
recommendations that complement the current season of the liturgical year. The Bible
study group, which meets weekly, begins with a snack and fellowship from 3:30 to
4:00 and Bible study and discussion from 4:00 to 5:00. All are welcome to participate.
If you have any questions, please contact John Durbin.
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Services in September
Lord’s Day Service each week at 10 a.m.

For bus pick-up:
Please Call Mary Kennicott: 623-249-8999
or the church at 623-977-8359

Sunday, September 2, 2018. Read James 1:17-27. This text gives us clear
examples of how to be doers of God's word: care for people who are
vulnerable - orphans and widows. Pastor Paul will be preaching.
Sunday, September 9, 2018. Pastor Paul will be leading us on a journey. The
directions? Strange, at best! Eyes will be opened, ears unstopped, and
tongues loosened. This journey is going to take heart, brains, and courage.
Read Mark 7:31-37 & Isaiah 35:4-6.
Sunday, September 16, 2018. Debby will be preaching from the Wisdom of
Solomon 7:26-8:1. Who is SHE and why does Solomon love her so? What is
her nature? God loves those who are at home with Wisdom. Shall we listen
to her call and what she has to say?
Sunday, September 23, 2018. The Church of the Palms is like a tree planted
by water. Psalm 1 will help us see our role as we journey forward. Pastor
Paul will be preaching.

Sunday, September 30, 2018. Praying but seeing no results? Is there some
"secret sauce" or prescription that could be applied? Does this prayer thing
even work at all? James 5:13-20 may just help us answer these questions
and encourage us in our prayer life. Pastor Jim will be preaching.
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SUNDAY, September 23,
FROM 11:00 to 1:00 PM
After Worship in King Hall

Celebrating the Past, Embracing the Future
Where were you October 5, 1969?
On this day, The Church of the Palm’s first service was held in
Town Hall North, Sun City.
A group of dedicated people, under the direction of
Reverend Dr. Albert F. King, gathered in worship and our church
began its journey as the United Church of Christ.
In 2019 we celebrate our 50th Anniversary!

There are many exciting events being planned as we continue
Celebrating our Past while Embracing the Future.
As with all celebrations, funding is needed.
Our first fund raiser – a Chili Cook Off, gives all you
“Chopped” wannabees a chance to show us what you’ve got...in the way
of “Mild...Medium...Hot...X-Hot...Spicey...or Atomic!”
Join us! There will be great chili to eat,
and fellowship to enjoy!
The Free Will Donation Basket will be out!
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2018 Rummage & Bake Sale
Thursday, October18th thru Saturday, October 20th
First Call
DONATIONS & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Now is the time to begin going through your closets and storage areas.
Please consider donating those items that have served you well but
now need to have a new life with a new owner who has been looking
for just such an item. Your donated items should be brought to the
church beginning Monday, October 15th through Wednesday, October
17th. There they will be sorted, priced and staged for the Rummage
Sale which occurs on Thursday, October18th thru Saturday,
October 20th. If you need to have an item picked up
prior to Monday, October 15th, please contact Paul Hiles or John Durbin. If you will be baking
something for our wonderful bake sale, please plan on filling out the Bake Sale sign up sheet
which will be available in the Narthex beginning on Sunday, September 30th.
And, of course, we will be having our BAKE SALE & FOOD SERVICES.
There will be an organizational meeting at 11:00 AM on Thursday, September 13th for
volunteers and all those interested in finding out more about the sale. If you can help or have
questions please contact one of the members of the 2018 Rummage Sale coordinating team
(John Durbin ~ Board of Mission and Outreach, Pat Durbin ~ Board of Evangelism, Judy Jondahl

~

Board of Stewards). Or sign up on one of the Volunteer Sheets in the narthex or office. We
need lots of help and we would love to have you be involved.
Thank you very much!!

We will be accepting all donations now
but the items for the
October sale include:

The Church of
the Palms

CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY/TOYS; SMALL
ELECTRONICS, CAMERAS & HAND TOOLS;
CLOTHING, JEWELRY &
COLLECTABLES; CRAFTS; PICTURES,
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT & SPORTS
EQUIPMENT, BOOKS, DVD/CD’s &
OFFICE ITEMS; HOUSEWARES;
and FURNITURE.

“That’s

it! We are never going to
another Church of the Palms
Rummage and Bake Sale!!”

What do You mean
“No Rummage Sale this
year!?!?!”
Have you lost your furry mind?!
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Concert and Hymn Sing
Sunday Sept 30th!
The public is invited at 2 p.m. Sunday, September 30 (2018) to the Sanctuary of Faith
Presbyterian Church, 16000 N. Del Webb Boulevard in Sun City. The Church of the
Palms Choir will be there to join the Churches of Sun City, who sponsor this event.
This is the third in a series of 5th Sunday celebrations, seeking to draw the community
together through faith-filled music.
Refreshments will follow at 3:15pm in
Illingworth Hall. The event is free!

Coming in October
Neuropathy and Pain Support Group
This educational and
compassionate group will begin Thursday, October11th at
10 a.m. Led by Scott Patrick, this group addresses issues relating to
the struggle with Neuropathy and
pain in all it forms.
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If you use Facebook, you
are invited to “like” The
Church of the Palms and
become a friend of
the church.
Photos from events and
outings are reposted

www.thepalms.org
there.
The Church of the Palms
14808 N. Boswell Boulevard,
Sun City, AZ 85351
Phone (623-977-8359)

We offer:
Sermon Gallery
Paul at the Palms
News and Events
The Palm Leaf Newsletter
Monthly Calendar
General Synod News
Photos
New Member Orientation
Dates

Winter Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-2pm
Friday 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Office e-mail: manager@thepalms.org
Website: www.thepalms.org

Palm Leaf

is a monthly newsletter from
the Church of the Palms that makes it easy
for you to keep up with opportunities,
events, and friends at church.
Drawn together by the Holy Spirit, we
are a distinct and diverse community
of Christians that come together as
one church, joining faith and action.
In covenant with the church in all of
its settings, we serve God in the
co-creation of a just and sustainable
world as made manifest in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
“That they may all be one,” Jesus,
speaking in prayer. —John 17:21

Articles deadline: 15th of each month

You may submit an article or information
for an article by:

Email (manager@thepalms.org)
Phone (623-977-8359),
Or drop it off at the church.
Office Staff:
Pastor Paul Whitlock, Senior Minister
Jim Alexander, Associate Pastor
Debby Stinton, Assistant Pastor
Deborah Martin, Secretary
17

18

