Palm Leaf
Church of the Palms

March 2017

Connect with God, find community, make a difference!
We are an Open and Affirming church—You are welcome here!

INDOOR PICNIC AND TALENT SHOW
Church of the Palms had their second annual Indoor Picnic and Talent Show. There were 15 different acts and
performances. There were singers, readers, dancers, musicians, storytellers, comedians, and whatever that was
that Pastor Paul did. It is noteworthy that 2 of our performers were 90+ years old. The crowd of 85
members and guests enjoyed subway sandwiches and
fried or baked chicken. The tables overflowed with side
dishes brought by the generous folks of our
church. It was a wonderful evening for all. Much
appreciation goes out to the members of the
Board of Worship and Fine Arts and friends for
organizing and executing such a fun event. Start
thinking ahead for next year.
It is never too early to
begin rehearsing.

YEEHAWW!
(more pics on page 6)

Lent Is a Great Time to Find Your Direction
What is Lent? Your answers will probably vary from “I have no
idea,” to “the time you give up something you like.”
Lent is a very significant time in the Christian year. Ash Wednesday on March 1 begins
Lent and it culminates with Easter Sunday—the Day of Resurrection. It has been a longstanding tradition to give up something during the time of Lent. You may want to give
up something you like for Lent. Or, you may decide to take on something during Lent; I
really like the idea of intentionally trying to do something that is healthy, kind, or helpful
above and beyond what you normally do. Some will use Lent as a time of fasting or
penitence. Regardless of what you do, Lent is an excellent time to begin moving in some
new direction.
During Lent, Jesus was moving toward the cross, following in the direction he felt God
was calling him. What direction is God’s Spirit blowing you? In what direction are you
moving with your life? What is God calling you to do and be? Lent is a good time to ask
those questions and try to answer them openly and honestly.
Shalom, Paul

“Top Ten Ideas I’m Giving Up for Lent”
Confessions of a Pastor
10. Easter Egg hunt for all ages = We’ll let the 90+ year old group go
first; then wait 30 seconds before sending out the 80+ year old group
next; wait 30 more seconds then send the 70+ year old group, etc.
9. Bungee Sunday.
8. Secretly switching the grape juice in the Lord’s Supper to Diet Coke.
7. Doing “The Wave” and singing “Take me out to the Ballgame” during
church.
6. Cartwheels down the center aisle.
5. Dressing like Godzilla and come screaming out from behind
the pulpit during one of the hymns.
4. Meetings that go over one hour.
3. Disco Sunday.
2. Making The Rolling Stones’ “Satisfaction” our theme song.
1. Raising piranhas in the fountain.
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Church of the Palms Grief Support
Due to your positive response to the
Grief Support Group, sessions have
been scheduled in March at The
Church of the Palms.
Wednesday's from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. March 1st, 8th, and 15th.
This group is open to anyone with
need. These sessions are a great help to
those struggling with grief in all its
forms. Sign-Up sheets for the three
dates will be on the Opportunity Table
in the Narthex or please contact Yolanda
Brown, 623-972-3970.

Cosmic Christians in March
The Cosmic Christian
Discussion Group
invites you to join us
every Tuesday from
11:30 AM until 1PM
(some of us bring
our lunch.) We are
currently discussing
Re-Imagine The World: An Introduction To
The Parables of Jesus by Bernard Brandon
Scott. For more information,
contact Linette Stenberg
(623-334-9197) or curlinsten@msn.com .

Board of Mission and Outreach adopts the
Hart Panty

HART PANTRY
COST: $7.00
DATE: 3-25-2017
TIME: 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM
9330 West Northern Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85305

Penny Magic and Hart (Help At Risk Teens)
Pantry have a connection this year. Your
Board of Missions and Outreach decided to
adopt H.P. for our Penny Magic this
year and H.P. decided to request
monthly the needs for collection
that month. As they expand into
Glendale High School homeless
youth, the needs add to the Peoria
high school youth. The hope is that, with
a lift up, they will be able to graduate and
go on to higher training to acquire skills
for employment. Each month we will
share our awareness with you as to the
featured collection of the month. A box
will be in the narthex for your giving.

March
Food Items Needed

Applebee's

POP TOP CANNED PASTA
POP TOP CANNED SOUP
TUNA AND CRACKER PACKS
FRUIT AND OR PUDDING CUPS
WOMEN’S DEODERANT

Tickets may be purchased at
The Church of the Palms Office
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What's “News” at The Palms?
by George Wall

Each month your Boards and Committees

On February 16th, the organizational

and others are working hard to make the

meeting for the rummage sale took

Church of the Palms the best church

place.

around. Here is what has happened in the

Led by Eona Schulz, on February 17th a

past month or two.

lot of cactus were planted in the strip
behind the bus and across our campus.

Debby Stinton became a part-time
employee of our church when she took on
the responsibility as the Pastoral Assistant
on February 1st.

The cactus was furnished by several of
our church members. More will be
planted in the future.
The Board of Lifelong Learning started

The Board of Evangelism invited members

a discussion program on the

and neighbors for its Chili Feed on

Palestine/Israel problem on

February 4th.

February 23rd.

We won the “Silver Ladle” Award for our

The Board of Trustees has been

generosity and participation in the

extremely busy in the past couple of

Souper Bowl of Caring. Our church, led by

months. The following projects were

Yolanda Brown, turned in 4,054 cans/

completed: the fountain, patio and

packages of soup. Virginia Martin brought

sidewalks, new dishwasher, benches

in the most and George Wall was second,

bolted down to concrete pads for

but it was all of you who turned in soup

people waiting for rides or the bus,

that really deserve the credit.

new flat screen television in the Board
Room, and the new phone system.

The Board of Worship and Fine Arts had
the Indoor Picnic and Talent Show on
February 11th. Over 90 people showed up
for this event and the talent show consisted of 15 acts ranging from skits to poetry.
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The Treasurer reported that the church
received a bequest of $55,366 from
Mary Dean Agnew. The money was
distributed appropriately.

March
Fellowship
Breakfast
Tuesday, 14th
Singles Ministry
The Church of the Palms Singles Ministry s
an exciting new group for church members
and Sun City area residents.
A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. We
already have our eye on some upcoming
events in March that are held in Glendale
and Phoenix and we are looking for others
who are interested in joining and in
proposing other new and fun activities.
Upcoming meeting dates are March 4th at
10 a.m. March 15th 11:30 a.m. Come and
learn about this new singles group. We want
to start having social events that include
playing board games, cards, going on hikes,
walks, bike rides and going to the movies,
wherever the Spirit takes us. If you have
any questions, please see
Debby Stinton or Linda Wilson.
We look forward to this new adventure here
at The Church of the Palms.

Saturday, March 4th 11:00 a.m.

George Wall will be
our speaker as we
once again offer an
uplifting program
at our Fellowship
Breakfast on Tuesday, March 14th at 8 am.
“I know many of you have been to
San Francisco, but there is a lot more
there to enjoy than just the Golden
Gate. Come along with Maria and I as
we show you some of the sights. I
thought we had seen a lot until I got
on the Internet and realized just how
much we had missed. So, if you plan
on going there sometime in the near
future, this program will help you a
lot. Maria and I are planning on going
there again later this year.”
Enjoy a full, hot breakfast provided by
our always smiling kitchen team of
Maria and George Wall and Bonnie
Green. Invite a friend or neighbor!
The Church of the Palms
Bell Choir Returns for Easter!!

Remembering Shirley!

Interested in playing
Hand bells? Please join us in the
Board Room on Mondays in March
(except the 20th) at 9:30 a.m.
We will be setting rehearsal schedules and
get reacquainted with the bells. Never
played? No problem! There will be beginner
classes. For more information contact
Cindy Kunkel at 262-443-3035 or
cindyk51@hotmail.com

Shirley Hochstein was a
dedicated member and
active volunteer of
The Church of the
Palms for many, many
years. Join us for a celebration of her life on Saturday, March
4th at 11:00 a.m. in our Chapel. A reception will be held in King Hall immediately following the service.
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Indoor Picnic and Talent
Show 2017
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Hope is not the naïve expectation

MARCH
February
02/02
BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays!

that all will go s m o o t h l y,
that desolation will remain a stranger.
It is a conviction that God will always
be with us in whatever happens.

03/04

Peg Wiegert

03/04

Lila Merlino

03/11

Ruth Remle

03/14

Jane Lane

03/16

Mary Kennicott

03/16

Charlotte Harger

03/17

Barbara Finkle

03/17

Patty Roundy

03/19

Ann Kovacs

03/19

Jeanne Chisholm

If you are interested in learning more

03/20

Nelson Hymans

about the quest for a just peace in

03/22

Don Mallett

participate in this group. We will meet

03/24

Mavis Treher

March 2nd at 12:45, March 6th at 1:30,

03/27

Uncle Paul W

12:45 The goal is to determine how we

03/28

Judy Beal

might increase our understanding of both

03/28

Jillian Frenning

03/28

Gloria Peterson

03/29

Brigitte Walsh

Patricia Livingston

The Quest for Peace

Israel/Palestine, you are invited to

March 16th at 12:45 and March 30th at

the historical context and the contemporary issues facing the peoples who live in
this land that three religions call holy.
Questions, comments, expressions of
interest can be directed to Beth Moore
during the fellowship hour on Sundays or
at ebmo ore1@live.com.
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(cont.)

(

(cont.) If you can help or have
questions please contact one of the
members of the 2015 Rummage Sale
coordinating team (John Durbin ~ Board
of Mission and Outreach, Pat Durbin ~
Board of Evangelism, Judy Jondahl ~
Board of Stewards). Or sign up on one
of the Volunteer Sheets in the narthex or
office. We need lots of help and we would
love to have you be involved.

2017 Rummage & Bake Sale

Alert

We will be accepting all donations
at this time but the items for the
March sale include:
CLOTHING; HANDBAGS, SHOES,
BELTS & LUGGAGE;
COLLECTIBLES;
LINENS & DECORATIVE
PILLOWS; BOOKS,
DVD/CD’s & OFFICE ITEMS;

DONATIONS NEEDED
The Church of the Palms Rummage Sale is
something special. It represents our
commitment
to
STEWARDSHIP,
EVANGELISM
and
MISSION
AND
OUTREACH! So, now is the time to go
through your closets and storage areas
and make a donation of those items that
have served you well but now need to
have a new life with a new owner who has
been looking for just such an item. Your
donated items should be brought to the
church beginning Monday, March 20th
through Wednesday, March 22nd. There
they will be sorted, priced and staged for
the Rummage Sale which occurs on
Thursday, March 23rd thru Saturday,
March 25th. If you need to have an item
picked up prior to Monday, March 20th,
please contact John Durbin. If you will be
baking something for our wonderful bake
sale, please plan on filling out the Bake
Sale sign up sheet which will be available
in the Narthex beginning on Sunday,
March 5th.

NOTIONS; PICTURES and FRAMES;
HOUSEWARE and FURNITURE.

A Note from Jan Eckstein and the
Board of Mission and Outreach:
If you have a used bike to donate to the
Hart Pantry (Helping At Risk Teens) for
use by the teens of this great organization, please contact Jan at 623-8757015 or Ruth Langford 252-259-5331.
Don’t’ worry about the condition of your
donation as the bike is taken to the individual who repairs the bike before
it is gifted.

And of course, we will also be
Including
BAKE SALE & FOOD SERVICES

Thanks as always for your generosity!
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Services in March
Lord’s Day Service each week at 10 a.m.

For bus pick-up:
Call Mary at 623-249-8999
by noon Friday for Sunday pick-up

March 5, 2017: This is the first Sunday in Lent. The Temptation of Jesus is
the topic from Matthew 4:1-11. Pastor Paul will be preaching and his
sermon title is Keep It Simple Servant.
March 12, 2017: Our Lenten journey continues with a passage from John
3:16-17. How would the people around us react if we viewed everyone
through the lens of God’s love?
Pastor Paul is preaching.
March 19, 2017: The message for the day comes from John
4:5-42. Whatever you do; eating, drinking, sewing, reaping, worshiping; do
in spirit and in truth. Jim Alexander will be preaching.
March 26, 2017: The fourth Sunday in Lent has us encountering
the 23rd Psalm. Pastor Paul is back in the pulpit for this Sunday. We know
this text; we can recite it by heart. So, does the word of God have nothing
more to say than what we expect, what we know? Let’s hear this familiar
scripture again for the first time.

Ash Wednesday
March 1st Faith Presbyterian 1:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
April 13th The Church of the Palms 1:00 p.m.
Good Friday
April 14th United Church of Christ
Sun City 1:00

April 16th Easter Sunday
The Church of the Palms 8:30 a.m. and 10
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January 1st through Super Bowl Sunday, February 5th
The Church of the Palms showed it’s generosity to our community in the form of
donations of over 4,000 cans and packets of SOUP, all to be donated to
VALLEY VIEW FOOD BANK!
The prize for the most cans of soup donated by a single member, was awarded to
Virginia Martin and The “Silver Ladle” Award offered by the
creators of the completion goes to...drum roll please!!

THE CHURCH OF THE PALMS!
4,054 CANS AND PACKAGES OF SOUP
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The Church of the
Palms

Jack Evens and the Board of Life
Long Learning Presents:

Art Show 2018
Filmmakers of the 20 Century
th

With the coming of the French New
Wave in the late 1950s and into the
1960s, a new emphasis was placed
on the concept of the director as the
auteur or author of each film he or

she produced. The theory formulated
was that certain filmmakers, through
style and vision, left a highly individualized signature on each movie they
made. The French saw in the work of
specific directors this most important

The Board of Worship and Fine Arts is giving
you a years notice of The Palms’ Art Show.
In February of 2018 we will be featuring creative people in our own Congregation. We
will host the show on Saturday with a followup viewing on Sunday morning until noon.
And All Media are welcome. Space consideration in King Hall will determine some size restrictions for individual showings.
Look for more information on this popula r
event in early Fall 2017.

aspect of film art. Singled out for

Get Your Creative Juices Flowing!

praise were several directors, including Charlie Chaplin, Alfred Hitchcock
and John Ford. Over the course of
this year we will look at the work of
a variety of filmmakers who have left
their mark on the art and history of
film in the
past century.
City Lights is a silent film made by

Please…

Charlie Chaplin in 1931, four years

Donate to Valley View

after the advent of sound. A film

Community Food Bank

filled with humor and tenderness, it
is considered not only Chaplin’s

Shopping Cart for

masterpiece, but one of the greatest
films of all time.

donations located
in the narthex

Friday, March 17th at 9:30 am.

Thank you!
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2017 Lenten Series
Tuesday’s, 10 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Led by Mary Whitlock.
We began reading our Lenten Series Selection "The Way" by
Adam Hamilton on Tuesday, February 28th. Join us on March 7th as
we “…travel with Adam Hamilton as he retraces the life and ministry
of Jesus Christ. Once again, Hamilton approaches his subject matter
with thoughtfulness and wisdom, just as he did with Jesus’ crucifixion
in 24 Hours That Changed the World and with Jesus’ birth in The
Journey… Using historical information, archaeological data, and stories
of the faith, Hamilton follows in the footsteps of Jesus from his baptism to the temptations to the heart of his ministry, including the
people he loved, the parables he taught, the enemies he made, and the
healing he brought. This 40-day focus will help you and your group
grow deeper in their faith, learn more about the life of Christ… This
new edition includes devotions for each chapter and photos from Adam's trip to the Holy Lands.”
If you are interested in joining our Lenten series, please talk to
Mary Whitlock about getting a book.
Tentative schedule for discussion:
March 7: Preface, Prologue: John the Baptist and Jesus, Chapter 1
Baptism and Temptation
March 14: Chapter 2 The Healing Ministry
March 21: Chapter 3 Proclaiming the Kingdom
March 28: Chapter 4 Calming the Storm
April 4: Chapter 5 Sinners, Outcasts, and the Poor
April 11: Chapter 6 The Final Week, Epilogue
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If you use Facebook, you are invited to “like” Church of the Palms
and become a friend of the church.
Photos from events and outings
reposted there.

www.thepalms.org.

We offer:
Sermon Gallery
Paul at the Palms
News and Events
The Palm Leaf Newsletter
Monthly Calendar
General Synod News
Photos
Welcome New Member Dates

Palm Leaf

is a monthly newsletter from

the Church of the Palms that makes it easy
for you to keep up with opportunities,
events, and friends at church.
Articles deadline: 15th of each month

Drawn together by the Holy Spirit, we
are a distinct and diverse community
of Christians that come together as
one church, joining faith and action.

You may submit an article or information

for an article by:

Email (manager@thepalms.org),
Phone (623-977-8359),

In covenant with the church in all of
its settings, we serve God in the cocreation of a just and sustainable world
as made manifest in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Or drop it off at the church.
Office Staff:
Pastor Paul Whitlock, Minister
Deborah Martin, Secretary

“That they may all be one,” Jesus,
speaking in prayer. —John 17:21
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