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Connect with God, find community, make a difference!
We are an Open and Affirming church—You are welcome here!

Happy Birthday, Church of the Palms!
October 5th, is the 48th anniversary of
the founding of The Church of the
Palms. Our church started in a strip mall
where we sat on folding chairs borrowed
from UCC. As a fledging church,
we were
given materials, encouragement, and
assistance from the UCC, the
Presbyterian Church, and the Disciples
of Christ. Our Founding Pastor was
Albert King and our first music director
was Ethel Smith.
Our first
congregation numbered 48 people.

Pastor Paul Whitlock

A Letter from Paul…
The World Comes to the Lord’s Table! Each year, Christians around the world mark the
first Sunday in October by coming together and gathering around the Lord’s Table for
communion.
This year, World Communion Sunday falls on October 1, 2017. And, as described in
Luke 13:29, “The people will come from east and west, from north and south, and will

eat in the kingdom of God.”
As
members
of
The
Church
of
the
Palms,
our
worship
on
World
Communion Sunday rejoices in our unity given in Christ, which transcends our
brokenness and division. In a world that places a strict litmus test on who is welcomed
and who is not, let us have the audacity for this be our mantra: “We reserve the right to
accept everyone.”
Our unity is fully expressed in communion, which reminds us that we welcome one
another at the table as Christ welcomed us. There is enough room at Christ’s table for
everyone...you, me, all the world. The table is set for sinners, dancers, and dreamers.
The table is set for the dying, divorced, suffering and fearful. The table is set for the
excluded, the joyful and thankful. The table is set for you and me. And boy is it set!
Bread from around the world will adorn Christ’s table. A special musical response will be
part of the liturgy. What a blessing to come and celebrate this holy meal with your
brothers and sisters at The Church of the Palms and your brothers and sisters from
around the world.
Shalom,
Paul
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Fourteenth Annual Ecumenical Renewal Retreat
Chapel Rock Conference Center, Prescott, Arizona
Music is, at its essence, the sound of spirit. When created from the
heart and with truth and pure intention, music is a spiritual expression
of the most universal nature and the highest order. The spiritual
nature of music cannot be defined by religion, culture or genre. Music precedes and
transcends all of those frameworks. What a better way to spend the hot late summer
days then to be in the beautiful cool pines of Prescott, listening to and singing spiritual
sounds of Judeo-Christian music. And that is exactly what twenty-one members from
five different Sun City Churches did during the 14th Annual Ecumenical Retreat. Rabbi
Nina Perlmutter and Dr. Michael Hegeman were brilliant presenters and the hymn sings
and Bible Studies provided by Mary Whitlock, Diana Flory, and Anita Joy were inspiring
and so enjoyable! Church of the Palms members Paul Hiles and Frank Bauknecht also
played important roles during the retreat. Paul served as the retreat photographer and
Frank was our golf cart driver. Mark your calendar now for the 2018 retreat which will
be held September 4th thru September 7th.

More Pictures
Pg. 4
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Refugee Focus
When: November 14, 2017 leave Church of the Palms at 11:00
What: Lunch of your choice at a location in Park Central Mall at 12:00 noon, then go
to Refugee Focus campus for orientation and tour from 1:00 – 2:00 pm
Return: to Sun City approximately 3:00 pm
Come along with your Social Justice Team (SJT) and visit the Refugee Focus campus in
Phoenix. Refugee Focus is a division of Lutheran Social Service of the Southwest and is
supported by many local churches. Your SJT has identified it as an organization with which
we plan to partner. This visit will point out ways in which we can do that.
For more than thirty years, its refugee services have served some of the world’s most
persecuted people right here in Phoenix. Violence and armed conflict chase millions of people
from their homes, their families, and their countries, forcing them to seek safety in other
countries around the world. Every year, the United States identifies global regions in which
people have an exceptional need for protection outside of their home countries. These
refugees and asylees are then invited to resettle in the “land of opportunity,” in a nation that
cherishes the value of uplifting the oppressed.
With volunteers and community “Welcome Teams,” Refugee Focus builds self-reliant
foundations for approximately 1,000 refugees each year. Their services include: Pre-arrival
housing, case management, English classes, learning to navigate transportation and basic
public services, employment support, K-12 refugee education services, women's
empowerment classes and other immigration services.
Refugee Focus gave us a stepping stone that helped us stabilize and
start living again. There have been many challenges. But there were so
many people to help us. We have worked very hard to become a part of
the fabric of what it means to be American."
- Petrit, former refugee
The Social Justice Team will be taking our church bus to the central Phoenix campus to
“Come & See” what this nationally recognized service provides to refugees and asylees.
Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. For more information, contact Pam Clark at 623-910-4099 or at
pamclark1562@gmail.com
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EVERY FRIDAY, AT 1 P.M. GriefShare SESSONS
WILL BE HELD IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE
CHURCH OF THE PALMS FROM 1 P.M. TO 3 P.M.
All are welcome!
Sharing your loss, makes the burden of grief
easier to carry.
Sign-up sheet is in the narthex on
the opportunity table
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Saturday, October 28th 10 a.m.

The Church
of the Palms

The Church
of the Palms

Join us!
And bring all your four footed friends!!

Lightbeams” Low Vision Support Group
Faith Presbyterian Church extends an open invitation to join this informative
support group on the 2nd Monday of each month from September through June at
1 p.m. Guest speakers will address the problems of those suffering with vision
impairment. If you have any questions call
Cathie Mraz at 623-974-3611.
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“Shut the front
door! It can’t be
Rummage and
Bake Sale time
already”!

7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

CHURCH OF THE PALMS
RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE
OCTOBER

7:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.

Thursday 19th, Friday 20th Saturday 21st

Now is the time to go through your closets and storage areas and make a
donation of those items that have served you well but now need to have a new
life with a new owner who has been looking for just such an item. Your donated
items should be brought to the church beginning Monday, October 16 th thru
Wednesday, October 18th. There they will be sorted, priced and staged for the
Rummage Sale which begins on Thursday, October 19th 7:30 to 2:30 thru
Saturday, October 21st 7:30 to 12:00. If you need to have an item picked up
prior to Monday, October 17th, please contact John Durbin 623-974-8255.

In October we will be featuring:
CLOTHING, CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY/TOYS; SMALL ELECTRONICS,
CAMERAS & HAND TOOLS;
JEWELRY & COLLECTABLES; CRAFTS; PICTURES, MEDICAL EQUIPMENT & SPORTS
EQUIPMENT, BOOKS, DVD/CD’s & OFFICE ITEMS; HOUSEWARES and FURNITURE.

So, who really benefits from a Church of the Palms Rummage Sale and all that
hard work (and laughter & fun)? Here are some of the beneficiaries: New Life
Shelter (domestic violence victims), HART Pantry (homeless teens), Justice
Center (homeless seniors), Disabled Veterans, Downtown Phoenix homeless
shelter, Solutions Church (African refugees), Navajo Reservation, Children First
Academy (homeless elementary children in the greater Phoenix area), Valley View
Community Food Bank & Thrift Shop (serving Sun City and other west valley
communities), Charity Recycling (supporting Boys & Girls Clubs). Oh, by the way,
don’t forget 20% of the proceeds of the sale go to our Board of Mission and
Outreach and all the other organizations they support.

Let’s all help and “be the church”!
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Please Call the office 623-977-8359
Calling all Bakers!
It’s time to check out
your favorite recipes
and stock up your
basic
supplies-flour,
sugar, shortening, etc.
The 2017 Fall
Rummage/Bake Sale is
right around the corner. We would like to
have a variety of items for sale-pies, cakes,
cookies, candy, breads and any other
delectable treats!
Bake Sale intake day will be Wednesday,
October 18th, 8-4PM. Please place your
items on disposable plates, etc., along with
name and recipe, if you wish. We will price
and shelve them.

The next best thing to inviting a family
member, neighbor or friend to join you in
church on Sunday morning is to invite
them to the Rummage Sale.
And who knows, if they come to the
Rummage Sale and meet our wonderful
volunteers, they may just decide to try
church! So, here is the deal: Buy a $5 (or
$10 or $20) Rummage Sale Gift Certificate
and give it to your family member, friend
or neighbor. Encourage them to come,
have fun, meet great people and find a
new treasure! Rummage Sale Gift
Certificates will be available starting in
early October!

John
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When you feel the church can assist
you in any way.



When you or a member of your family
is admitted to the hospital so that
visits can be arranged and proper
people notified.



When your class or group plans to
meet so that a room can be reserved
for you and placed on the
church calendar.



When either your home address or
phone number changes so the church
records can be amended.



When you are planning to move-either
out of town or locally.

New shelving in the
church Attic!
Many thanks to Lou Dever and
Peter Lewis for the new
shelving project currently underway. Lou
attends our Service Project Craft Group
on Wednesday’s and donated the wood
shelving and bricks to be used in the
church attic for organization and storage.
Peter is handling the installation.
Women’s Discussion Group is back!
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month.
10:30 a.m. The Church of
the Palms Chapel.
Join us for lively discussion and study.
Bring a Friend!

Our Monday morning class meets at 10 am. On October 2 we begin a new
Living the Questions DVD with discussion, “The Jesus Fatwah.” Our October
(and one November) topics will be:

October 2 “Islam 101: In Which We Tell You Some of What You Need To Know
About Islam.”
October 9 “Misconceptions About Islam: In Which We Help You Adjust Your
Malarky Filter.”
October 23 “Islam In America: In Which We Introduce You to People Who Love
America and Pray Towards Mecca.”
October 30 “Making Connections, Part 1: In Which Non-Muslims Make a Case.”
November 6 “Making Connections, Part 2: In Which Muslims Have Their Say.”
NOTE: Rummage Sale Week (October 16-21) no class

Greetings!
Please add your name to this
important Ministry!
For the past several months we have been experiencing difficulties meeting the needs of
our bus ministry. We are still short of drivers and assistants. It is amazing what
prayers, new members, and some well-placed announcements will do but we can always
use more volunteers so we don’t burn out the regular Sunday folks. We need to have the
strongest group of volunteers we have had since the initiation of our bus ministry nearly
ten years ago.
Our goal, as the Church of the Palms Bus Ministry, is to make it possible to have folks
attend Sunday Services that would not otherwise be able to do so. We also provide
transportation for other church related events.
Thank you for considering volunteering for this important ministry.
Shalom,
Pat & John Durbin
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The Church of the Palms
Board of Worship and Fine Arts
Presents:
Talent Show, Costume Party
and Indoor Picnic

Sunday, October 29, 4:00 p.m.

Everyone is invited to come for indoor fun,
food, and entertainment at the Palms Talent
Show and Indoor Picnic

Costumes are greatly encouraged…
but true to our church motto…

we do not judge!
BOWFA will provide chicken and subs.
Bring a side dish or dessert
and join the fun.
Come and share your talent
or come to just
enjoy the show!
Sign up in the Narthex
Sing, Dance, Play an Instrument, Poetry, Tell a Good Story!
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Welcome to the
Singles & Solos
Fellowship, Games,
Entertainment!
All are Welcome!

3rd

1st Saturday of each month walk
the Arrowhead Mall
7:30 a.m.
Game Day 10a.m. -12:30p.m.
Wednesday of each month Arrowhead Mall 7:30
Game Day 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

For More Info contact
623-977-8359
Secretary, Debi Martin, who will assist with questions.

The Arizona Winds Concert Band. Sunday-October 22, 2017
Carpool from Church at 1:45 p.m.

October 2017

Church of the Palms
The Friendliest Church in Town
“Bring-a-Friend Sunday” is scheduled for November
12. The Board of Evangelism encourages everyone to
invite their friends and neighbors to come to our
inspirational Sunday worship service at 10:00 a. m.
and stay for the luncheon to follow.
Just think, if each one in our church family brings
even one guest, the pews would be overflowing with
folks who may wish to worship with us again at
The Palms.
Please RSVP using the signup sheet in the Narthex
with the number of guests in your party. There is no
charge for the lasagna luncheon. If you have
questions, please contact Pat Durbin (623.696.8866)
or Debi Martin the office.
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October Birthdays
2017
10/02
10/02
10/03
10/03
10/03
10/05
10/07
10/07
10/08
10/10
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/10
10/12
10/12
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/23
10/26
10/28

Nancy Mueller
Linda McClentic
David Kennicott
Ruth Diley
Nick Nichols
Ruthann Bilkey
Gene Laramy
Martin Skaar
Kilbourne Janecek
Eona Schulz
Michelle Lewton
George Saltsman
John Durbin
David Wilson
Ronald Kehl
Bruce Chubbuck
Steven Berg
Jim Schulz
Maria Wall
Michael Witt
Lynda Chubbuck
Willem Tijmann
Laurie Cathey
Donna Peterson
Sandy Weis
Bob Jindra

(Your)

(Art)

(Here)

The Board of Worship and Fine Arts is giving you
a lot of notice of about the upcoming Palms’ Art
Show.

February 24th and 25th of 2018, we will be
featuring
creative
people
in
our
own
Congregation. We will host the show on a
Saturday with a follow-up viewing on Sunday
morning until noon.
All Media are welcome,
including
crafts
and
collectables.
Space
consideration in King Hall will determine size
restrictions for individual showings.
A Sign-up sheet will soon be on the Opportunity
Table in the Narthex.

Get Your Creative Juices Flowing!

Celluloid

Psalms

Jack Evans is our guide through a series of four
films that draw their inspiration from four
different faith sources.
9:30 a.m. Boardroom
October 27th
“A Serious Man”
November 17th
“Spring Summer Fall Winter and Spring”
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Tuesday Fellowship Breakfast
October 10, 8:00 a.m.
Enjoy a full, hot breakfast provided by our always smiling kitchen team of Maria and
George Wall and Bonnie Green. There is no charge for our breakfast. The free will
giving basket will be out. Invite a friend or neighbor!
George Wall will be our guide as he relates the interesting sights and experiences of
his and Maria’s trip to Florida in 2008.

Staff Updates
Jim Alexander has been approved by The Committee on Church and Ministry ‘A’ to take
the next step toward ordination. Thanks be to God! The Palms will host an
Ecclesiastical Council (which is a gathering of churches within the SWC) on the
afternoon of Sunday, November 19. Everyone will get a chance to read his ordination
paper and then ask questions of him. After the questions are finished, a vote to
approve or not approve him will take place. We anticipate those in attendance will come
to the same conclusion we have and then we will host a time of fellowship and, of course,
an ordination will be put on the calendar. Congratulations to Jim!
As part of Jim’s ordination pursuit, he will be taking Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) for
the next 20 weeks. During that time, we will have to shift some of his current
responsibilities to other staff and to volunteers. He will not be on the schedule to preach
until the class is over. He will not be leading some of the groups he has helped - but,
don’t worry, he is still leading choir. Our worship slides are being done by
Jan Hutchins. She will bring the same artistic talent to the sanctuary that she brings to
our electronic sign. Jim will gladly welcome those tasks back to him after his CPE is over
and done with.

Debby Stinton has been on a leave of absence following the hospitalization and then
death of her son, Rick. She will start to come back to some of her previous duties as she is
able. We hope to have her back to her regular hours on October 1. She is on the
preaching schedule for October 29. Cards, hugs and words of support are still welcomed.
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“JUMP START” BIBLE STUDY
Every Tuesday evening Bible study to focus on Lectionary
The Tuesday evening Bible study group will be meeting at
4:00 in the chapel area or board room for fellowship, study
and discussion of the scriptures from the lectionary for the
following Sunday. The lectionary is a pre-selected collection of scriptural readings
from the Bible used for worship, study and/or theological discussions. Many Christian
churches use the Revised Common Lectionary which follows the liturgical year in a 3
-year cycle and provides scriptural recommendations that complement the current
season of the liturgical year. The Bible study group, which meets weekly, begins
with a brown bag dinner and fellowship from 4:00 to 4:30 and Bible study from
4:30 to 5:30. All are welcome to participate. If you have any questions, please
contact John Durbin.

Bible “Inchworms” Study
Inchworms meet every Tuesday morning at 10:00 a. m. in the
Board Room, led by Mary Whitlock. The group is studying
“Krazy Kinfolk” by Barbara J. Essex. The study will last from
10 a.m. until about 11:30 a.m. All are invited and welcome.
First-timers are always welcome.
You will have the eyes of your heart opened!

Cosmic Christians
Tuesday, October 3
We meet every Tuesday morning from 11:30
am until 1pm. Many bring a lunch. All are
welcome. On Tuesday, October 3, we will begin
a book by Lloyd Geering, Tomorrow’s God: How
We Create Our Worlds. Geering speaks of God
as a central symbol of meaning and discusses
the collective drift towards meaning that gave
rise to the various religions and explores reasons for their decline. He challenges us to
“consciously create new meaning in our lives” and he shows how the Christian tradition
may lead towards a new world of meaning.
NOTE: NO Class During Rummage Sale Week (October17)
Linette Stenberg
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Hart Pantry
At this time, there is a real need for
the items below. As always, thank
you all for the generosity you show
this important mission.

Cotton Swabs
Band Aids
Emery Boards
We use these in our toiletries bags.
Our volunteers put together small
packs of each of these items.
If any of your returning folks have
the travel size,
hotel size toiletries, we are short
there too.
TOASTER PASTRIES
RAISINS AND TRAIL MIX
RITZ CRACKER/CHEESE CUP PACKS
INSTANT OATMEAL PACKETS
GO-GURT

Any portable, notorious snack is
more welcome than you
can imagine!
Used Bikes for Hart Pantry
If you have a used bike to donate to the HART (Helping At Risk Teens) Pantry for use by
the teens of this great organization, please contact: Jan at 623-875-7015
or Ruth Langford 252-259-5331.
Don’t worry about the condition of your donation; the bikes are repaired before they are
gifted. HART Pantry gets them to our at-risk teens as soon as they can get them
refurbished and checked out, sending along a new bike lock with each bike so
they are protected.
God bless you!
Jan Eckstein and the Board of Mission and Outreach
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Our Board of Lifelong Learning Sunday Morning Discussion at 8:30 am presents
The Great Courses
“Confucius, Buddha, Jesus, and Muhammad”
taught by Professor Mark W. Muesse. In this course, we examine these four
figures both separately and comparatively in an
effort to grasp the essential features of their lives and teachings and to explore
the factors that contributed to their greatness. This course
includes 36 lectures, but feel free to stop in to view the ones that interest you the
most. Come join the Sunday morning community of lifelong learners!
October 1 – Confucius and Confucianism

2018 dates and classes will
be announced later in
the year.

October 8 – India at the Time of the Buddha
October 15 – Siddhattha Gotama
October 22 – The First and Second
Great Awakening
October 29 – Knowing the World
November 05 – Can’t Get no Satisfaction
November 12 – Getting to the Farther Shore
November 19 – How the Buddha Taught

November 26 – The Buddha and Buddhism
December 03 – The Jewish and Roman
Worlds of Jesus
December 10 – The Son of Mary
December 17 – The First 30 Years
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Free Paratransit (Dial-A-Ride)
tickets available

Sun City Community Assistance Network provides assistance to residents that may help
them save money on things like income tax, property tax, utilities, Medicare premiums
and others. Over the years we have learned there are many Sun City residents who are
eligible for such help, but either do not know what is available or need assistance in
preparing the needed paperwork. Sun City CAN provides help for that. In the coming
month’s we will offer these tips in a series of guest commentaries.

Taxi tickets
The free Dial-a-Ride/Paratransit ticket program is for low-income residents of Sun City
who need transportation. It is funded by Sun City Foundation, Sun City churches, civic
clubs and other community organizations. Sun City Community Assistance Network
administers the program. It is currently in its fifth year of operation. About 60 people
are enrolled. The program known as Dial- a-Ride changed its name to Paratransit,
effective July 1. Dial-a-Ride used the distinctively colored green Discount Cabs.
Paratransit now uses both cab’s and vans. One-way tickets for a trip to the doctor or
the grocery store or other locations continue to cost $4 for participants.
To qualify for the free Dial-a-Ride/Paratransit tickets, you need to meet the following
requirements, including living in Sun City, are 65 or older or
disabled and have a monthly income that does not exceed $2,010 for a single person or
$2,707 for a two-person household. Each eligible person will receive $50 worth of free
tickets, which will be mailed to their home four times each year for a savings of $200
per year. People with chronic medical needs that require frequent trips to the doctor
will be considered for extra tickets.
If you think you qualify for the free Dial-a-Ride ticket program, call the Sun City CAN
office at 623-933-7530 to schedule an appointment.
Sun City CAN board president.
Hugh Duncan
(Many thanks to Joyce Stoffers, for keeping us updated on new or changing
information on these very important services. )

18

Services in October
Lord’s Day Service each week at 10 a.m.

For bus pick-up:
Please Call Mary Kennicott: 623-249-8999
or the church at 623-977-8359

October 1: We will be celebrating World
Communion Sunday with our sisters and brothers around the
globe. Pastor Paul will be sharing some stories about God's
kitchen table. Here is a sneak peek: All are welcome at God's kitchen table.
October 8: Pastor Paul will be preaching. Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 is the text. Here is
a top ten list that has stood the test of time - and we're not lying! We will be examining
whether or not we tell the truth in our lives and at church.
October 15: Have you ever experienced a dust storm? It is hard to see anything during
those. When we can't see, God still can. Philippians 4:4-9 will be the text that Pastor Paul
will be preaching on.
October 22: With a sermon title of "A Dry Martini Church", this should get
interesting! Pastor Paul will examine, "How do we make a church?" A dry Martini Church
will help show the way. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10.
October 29: Debby Stinton will be back with us preaching on Matthew 22:34-46
"Who Do You Love?" Oh, what a BIG question to ask....

Congratulations, Abby Atkins!
Abby has been endorsed for
The Association of
Professional Chaplains (APC).
Pictured with Abby are:
Diana Winston, Chair COCAM-A
Rev. Abby Atkins
Rev. Dr. Barb Doerer-Peacock
Rev. Dr. William (Bill) Lyons,
(Left to Right )
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Blessings Beautiful People of the Palms, I
thank you for your cards, prayers, love,
and support during this most heartbreaking and devastating time of my life
with the loss of my precious son. Many of
you had the
opportunity to meet Rick when he came
to church in July. I was extremely
happy to show him off and introduce him
to my church family. He and I served
communion to each other that morning,
which was a special gift.
I want to thank you in
advance for your continued love and grace
as I lean on you in this mysterious thing
we call life.

Love you all!
Debby

The only word I can think of to express our feelings for the
outpouring
of cards,
calls, meals
and prayers is
“overwhelming”. A simple thank you does not come close to
what Roy and I feel for the love and generosity our church
family has shown us.

God bless and keep you all.
Joyce and Roy Spaulding

20

21

If you use Facebook, you are
invited to “like” Church of the
Palms and become a friend of
the church.

New!
The Palms Community Photo
Album - share your photos of
church events!
The Church of the Palms

goo.gl/u2QtrE

14808 N. Boswell Boulevard,

Sun City, AZ 85351

www.thepalms.org.

Phone (623-977-8359)

We offer:
Sermon Gallery
Paul at the Palms
News and Events
The Palm Leaf Newsletter
Monthly Calendar
General Synod News
Photos

Office Hours:
Monday-Thur. 8am-2pm
Friday- 8am to Noon
Office e-mail: manager@thepalms.org

Welcome New Member Dates

Website: www.thepalms.org

Palm Leaf

is a monthly newsletter from
the Church of the Palms that makes it easy
for you to keep up with opportunities,
events, and friends at church.
Drawn together by the Holy Spirit, we
are a distinct and diverse community
of Christians that come together as
one church, joining faith and action.
In covenant with the church in all of
its settings, we serve God in the
co-creation of a just and sustainable
world as made manifest in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
“That they may all be one,” Jesus,
speaking in prayer. —John 17:21

Articles deadline: 15th of each month
You may submit an article or information
for an article by:

Email (manager@thepalms.org)
Phone (623-977-8359),
Or drop it off at the church.
Office Staff:
Pastor Paul Whitlock, Senior Minister
Jim Alexander, Assistant Pastor
Debby Stinton, Assistant Pastor
Deborah Martin, Secretary
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