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Church of the Palms

May 2017

Connect with God, find community, make a difference!
We are an Open and Affirming church—You are welcome here!

Pastor Paul Whitlock

We’re going to the beach during the month of May. Well, maybe not that
exactly. But, the whole month of May is time spent on the shoreline of the
liturgical church season called “Eastertide.” Permit me to explain. The
church’s liturgical year shifts from Lent to Easter in April and stays with
that Easter theme throughout May. Consequently, it is fitting time to
consider that our resurrection faith has tidal qualities.
Our faith breaks upon us as waters upon the shore, molding and shaping
us. Sometimes it smooths our rough and jagged edges and at other times it
pulls at us to expose new sharpness. It can uncover what has previously
been hidden or bury the castles we build and cherish reminding us what
lasts forever and what is temporary. It most certainly transforms us.
Eastertide faith brings us surprises, laying them before us as though they
were dropped by an outgoing tide. Its offerings connect us with people in
far off places, like Lesotho, Syria, Russia, Columbia, and Iraq as well as
places like Orlando, New York City, and throughout Maricopa County. Its
gifts include living things such as love, hope, and charity.
Faith tells us of God’s power and grace, both ever in motion as the seas,
both ever present whether we are at high or low points in our lives.
Eastertide constantly beckons. It seems to stretch toward us as the waters
of a new broken wave reach out to the walker on the shore.
In gathering together during this season of Eastertide, we open ourselves
to a God who changes us, informs us, draws us, and surprises us. May our
worship be Eastertidal, our community filled with Spirit. I look forward to
making a splash with you in worship during Eastertide.
Shalom, Paul
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From the astounding beauty of
the music, to the truly
inspirational transformation of
our Sanctuary, Easter Sunday
was a day we will
not soon forget.
The readings and sermons by
both Pastor Paul and
Jim Alexander touched our
hearts and had us
reflecting on the true meaning
of this Holy day.
Many thanks to
Jim Alexander, Jeff Scruggs and
all the members of the
“Butterfly Factory”
for the truly
phenomenal work of art our
Sanctuary became.
Thank you to the ladies of the
Project Craft Group for their
work on the beautiful banners
that adorn our walls and
finally, Thank you and bravo to
Elaine Bunney and our
Church Choir, for
“Making a joyful noise
unto the Lord”!
Kudos also go to
Eona Schulz for her beautiful,
one of a kind
Easter gifts
to the church
and our
resident photog,
Jan Hutchins for all
the great pictures
and her skill
with the
church’s electronic display!
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Summer Office Hours
Just a reminder:
Summer office hours begin on
May 15th
weekdays from 8 a.m. to noon.
Please bear this in mind when you
need something from the office.
[NOTE: The telephone message
machine will be checked even when
the office is closed. )

Coming Events:
May 20th:
Wrigley Mansion Tour
Admission: $15.00
Bus leaves at 10 a.m.
June 24th:
Dine With the
Sharks at Dillon’s

Many, many thanks to my friends at
The Church of the Palms and the
Care Team who remember me
through cards and flowers. How the
gifts and cards brighten my day!
God bless you for all you do!

Restaurant by the Wildlife Zoo

Bea Fintleman
I had so many prayers and cards for
my well being that I decided I had
to thank one and all. Thank you so
much. I am better but not
completely. As I gain strength I will
be back among you and helping
host the season ending May Fellowship Breakfast with our guest Jack
Evans.

Summer Movies: 1PM
July 13th,
“Manchester

By The Sea”

August 10th ,

George Wall

“The Iron Lady”
September 7th
“Ruthless People”
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Congratulations!!
Brittani
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Next game days
Saturday 5-6-17--10:00 am - 12:30
and -May 17, 2017 Wednesday
11:30am-2:00 pm
Greetings all! Just some fun updates & photos! Singles Fellowship/Game day at the church was today a total of 8 showed up for card game "5 crowns".
This group of 4 were serious! They played for over 2 hours! Also played were: "Yatzee"
and "MX Train Dominos". Snacks were delicious & conversation was fun.

Next Game Day is Saturday, May 6 at 10:00 am-12:30. Bring
yourself, a snack to share, a favorite game, and always A Friend. In
addition to our game day photos, I included a few pics of Joyce S. & I
having a fun- adventurous day of riding the city Metro Bus Line.
(from Sun City. Cost of all day bus ticket is $2.00 or $4.00
if under 65 yrs. old ) including 2 transfers getting us to the light rail.
We enjoyed a Brunch At "Blue Fin" Japanese Style Cafe. Onward to
the FREE Tour of Historic Orpheum Theater (downtown Phoenix).
Then a Mini-Hike up the "A" ASU Mountain. in Tempe, AND ending
with a relaxing time at Grill on the Mill. If any of you would like to go
on an all day 10 hour plus day trip, using the city metro bus & light
rail, let me know. I am always willing to go ADVENTURE.

ARIZONA WINDS CONCERT BAND: May 21 - Sunday - Begins At 3:00
(be there before 2) Cactus High School - 63rd & Greenway. 3 of us have signed up for
this awesome music. Let me know if you are interested!
Cliff Castle Casino, May 22-Monday. Bus Ride Cost is $10.00. Bus leaves at 8:30
am. Must meet at Bell Rec Center at 8:15am. Return from Casino at 3pm - arrive back
to Bell Rec before 5pm. We will receive $25.00 in free play. No free buffet as I was
Originally told, sorry cost of breakfast buffet is $8.00 (breakfast ends
at 11:00am) Lunch buffet is $12.00, or order from Casino menu OR my favorite, bring
your own lunch, snacks, and beverages. Many of us do not gamble, however, this is a
perfect opportunity for us to get out of the heat, enjoy Verde Valley area & scenery, walk
the area around the casino, & get away for a day. Call (cliff castle casino bus) 10 days in
advance to reserve your seat 1-888-582-5287 . I will call the 5 folks that have already
signed up as a reminder. You will need $10.00 cash and a valid ID ready for the Bus
Driver when you board the bus.
For more information:
e-mail Linda lisrak5@hotmail.com or Debby Stinton Pastoral Asst. 623-977-8359

catch ya later.....?? LINDA
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STEADFAST HOPE:
THE PALESTINIAN QUEST FOR JUST PEACE
Earlier this year, I volunteered to facilitate a series of sessions for interested Church of
the Palms members to learn about the conflict in the Holy Land. Twenty of us met for
five times, and using a resource called Steadfast Hope (created by the Presbyterian
Church's
Israel-Palestine Mission Network) we began to increase our understandings of what has
happened in that part of the world since 1948
with the founding of the state of Israel.
We sought to understand the narratives that

Palestinian and Israeli peoples have for the same
historical events. There were words we didn't
know — like Nakba (Arabic for catastrophe and
the name that Palestinians give to the events of
1948 during which 750,000 of them were forced to flee their homes because of violence directed against them by Jewish military groups seeking to secure the land for
what would become the state of Israel).
In an accompanying video we heard Israeli and American Jews share their perspectives
on what has happened over the years, and the threat that they believe the current

occupation of the West Bank by Israel poses to the soul of the Jewish people, and the
lives of the Palestinians — both Christian and Muslim —who live there. We also
explored Christian Zionism and the role that many in the US Christian community have
played in supporting the Israeli taking of all the land of Ancient Judea and Samaria by
Israel.
In the news we hear predominantly about the violent attacks by Palestinians on
Israelis. We did not know of the non-violent resistance in which most Palestinians are
engaged: trying to live in peace on land that has been in their family for generations.
We found ourselves frequently asking the questions: Why haven't we heard these

stories? We talked about how we might share some of the things we learned with our
wider community. This brief article is an initial attempt to do this. On the second
Sunday in June, we will have some printed materials on the background of this conflict
available at the table selling Equal Exchange products . We hope you'll stop by and pick
up a copy, and speak with one of the individuals who participated in the study. There is
a copy of Steadfast Hope in the Church library. We plan to continue our educational
efforts over this next year as part of the work of the new Social Justice Team at The
Church of the Palms.
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The Ecumenical Renewal Retreat XIV
September 5 - 8 of 2017
Chapel Rock Conference Center, Prescott, Arizona

Focus of the retreat will be: "Our Worship Music thru the Ages"! On
Wednesday Rabbi Nina Perlmutter & Friends will steer us. On Thursday
Jim Alexander will lead us. Mary Whitlock will lead us in Retreat Hymns
each of the days.
Music is, at its essence, the sound of spirit. When created from the heart and
with truth and pure intention, music is a spiritual expression of the most universal nature and the highest order. The spiritual nature of music cannot be
defined by religion, culture or genre. Music precedes and transcends all of
those frameworks.
The Retreat includes 3 nights lodging, 3 dinners, 3 breakfasts, and 2 lunches.
The food is fantastic! Our featured presenters (see below) are well respected
members of their church and temple communities.
You can expect to do some singing and some listening and lots of enjoying!
See registration form in the Narthex for retreat enrollment costs
and how to enroll.
Rabbi Nina Perlmutter
Rabbi Emerita, Congregation Lev Shalom,
Faculty Emeritus, Yavapai College
Jim Alexander
Church of the Palms,
Minister of Worship & Arts, Pastoral Assistant
Mary Whitlock
Member Church of the Palms,
Retreat Organizer and Bible Study Leader
For more information contact
Debby Stinton dstinton@thepalms.org or John Durbin jst4us21@cox.net

Sign up early to get your spot!
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Living the Questions

MAY

Your Board of Lifelong Learning presents
“Living the Questions 2.0”: An Introduction
to Progressive Christianity” a weekly
program starting May 1, 2017 from 10:00 –
11:30 a.m. hosted by Debby Stinton,
Assistant Pastor. The program will be
offered for approximately 12 weeks. This
DVD series was written and produced by Jeff
Procter-Murphy and David Felton, United
Methodist Pastors. “Living the Questions is
an open-minded alternative to studies that
attempt to give participants all the answers.
LtQ creates an environment where participants not only interact with one another in
exploring the best of today’s theological
thought, but together strive to explore
what’s next for Christianity.” Let’s do some
God-talk!
May 1st – An Invitation to Journey & Taking
the Bible Seriously
May 8th – Thinking Theologically & Stories of
Creation
May 15th – Lives of Jesus & A Passion for
Christ: Paul

February
02/02
BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays!
05/01 D.J. Chaffee
05/02 Richard Kuelbs
05/05 Bertie Fitch
05/06 Cindy Fain
05/07 Inez Laramy
05/07 Diana Berry
05/07 Judy Pinter
05/08 Marimae Roder
05/10 Judy Green-Davis
05/13 Malinda Case

05/14 Linda Wilson
05/16 Opal Wille
05/19 Glenn Modeen

May 22nd – Out into the World: Challenges
Facing Progressive Christians

05/21 Jay Walsh

May 29th – Restoring Relationships & The
Prophetic Jesus

05/22 Roy Spaulding

June 5th – Evil, Suffering & A God of Love,
plus The Myth of Redemptive Violence

05/27 Jane Zukowski

June 12th – Practicing Resurrection &
Debunking the Rapture

05/28 Sharon Pitts

June 19th – Reclaiming the World

05/29 Marcia James

June 26th – A Kingdom with Walls & Social
Justice: Realizing God’s Vision

05/29 Shirley Spotts
05/29 Betsy Kindinger

July 3rd – Incarnation: Divinely Human &
Prayer: Intimacy with God

05/30 Liz Adler

th

July 10 – Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’
Ministry & Creative Transformation
July 17th – Embracing Mystery
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Services in May
Lord’s Day Service each week at 10 a.m.

For bus pick-up:
Please Call The Office at:
623-977-8359 or 530-570-0315

by noon Friday for Sunday pick-up
May 7: The road to Emmaus found in Luke 24:13-35 is the scripture for us.
What difference does the resurrection make in your life? Pastor Paul
will be preaching.
May 14 is Mother’s day and Pastor Paul will jump off the lectionary and use a
scripture about families. If you have difficult relatives, join the club, so did
Jesus. Read Mark 3:31-35.
May 21 Our scripture is John 14:15-21. Pastor Paul admits that this sermon
is going to be a bit “ruff.” His theme - Don’t let your dog be a better
Christian than you. Will it be a “heeling” service,? Come and find out.
May 28: Acts 1:1-11 The topic of the day is the Ascension of Christ.
God accepts us as we are and by the Spirit, transforms and renews us.
Jim Alexander will be preaching.
Jim Alexander granted "Temporary Limited Status"
by COCAM A of the SW Conference
As a Member in Discernment, Jim Alexander is seeking
ordination within the United Church of Christ. Our
Southwest Conference "Committee on Church and Ministry
A" will be reviewing his calling to
ministry in June. We are seeking testimonials of Jim's
ministry and we need them asap! If Jim's pastoral care,
organizational skills, preaching, and/or teaching has been
meaningful to you, please write it up and give it to the
church office. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Paul.
At this time The Committee on Church and Ministry part A has voted granting Jim
Alexander "Temporary Limited Status". What that means is that while they
examine his case and we assemble his portfolio (Scrapbook of testimonials), Jim is
granted permission to officiate the sacraments: Communion, weddings, baptisms.
So, you might see him up at the communion table in the up coming
worship services.
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Retired and Active Clergy Potluck
Expanding on the tradition
established by Marshall Esty,
retired and active clergy gathered
for a potluck at the Clark's home on
Saturday, April 22, 2017. The plates
may be empty, but there was an
abundance of good food and shared
fellowship. Attending were Paul and
Wendy Whitlock, Jim Alexander and
Jeff Scruggs, Judy Green-Davis and
Jack Evans, Bonnie Green, Ruth ann
Bilkey, Jim and Inis Clark, Howard
and Ramona Schenk and Paul and
Pam Clark.

Board of Mission and Outreach Adopt
The Hart Pantry
Penny Magic and Hart (Help At Risk Teens)
Pantry have a connection this year. Your
Board of Missions and Outreach decided to
adopt the Hart Pantry as part of our Penny
Magic donations program. The Hart Pantry
will provide us with a list of most needed
items month by month. As the Hart Pantry
expands into Glendale High School, to help
homeless youth, the needs grow and grow.
The hope is that, with a lift up, they will be
able to graduate and go on to higher training
to acquire skills for employment.
Each month we will share our awareness with
you as to the featured collection of the
month. A box will be in the narthex for your
giving.

Donated bike is a HUGE hit
with recipient!!

May
Food Items Needed
Canned Pasta or Chili, PoP-Tarts,
Applesauce Cups, Top Ramin,
Austin Packets,
$10 Walmart Gift Cards
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Jack Evens and the Board of Life Long
Learning Presents:
“Filmmakers of the 20th Century”
Every third Friday of the month,
throughout the Summer our good
friend Jack Evans will treat us to a
film presentation in this series.
With the coming of the French New
Wave in the late 1950s and into the
1960s, a new emphasis was placed on

the concept of the director as the
auteur or author of each film he or
she produced. The theory formulated
was that certain filmmakers, through

Art Show 2018
The Board of
Worship and Fine
Arts is giving you a
years’ notice of The Palms’ Art Show.
In February of 2018 we will be featuring
creative people in our own Congregation.
We will host the show on Saturday with a
Follow-up viewing on Sunday morning until
noon. All Media are welcome. Space
consideration in King Hall will determine size
restrictions for Individual showings.
Look for more information on this popular
event in early Fall 2017.

style and vision, left a highly individualized signature on each movie they
made. The French saw in the work of

Get Your Creative Juices Flowing!

Judy Beal

specific directors this most important
aspect of film art. Singled out for
praise were several directors, including

Charlie Chaplin, Alfred Hitchcock and
John Ford. Over the course of this
year we will look at the work of a variety of filmmakers who have left their
mark on the art and history of film in
the past century. The film for May is

Please…

John Ford's The Searchers.

Donate to Valley View

Friday, May 19th

Community Food Bank

9:30 a.m.

Shopping Cart for
donations located
in the narthex

Thank you!
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Fellowship Breakfast
Tuesday, May 9th at 8 a.m. is our last Fellowship Breakfast for the
season. You won’t want to miss it! Jack Evans will be our guest, reading
excerpts from his new book, “Rain is the Hourglass of Memory”.
Jack’s poetry will be accompanied by Tom Bell on guitar.
Jack Evans was born on the banks of the Hudson during the twilight years of the
reign of Roosevelt II. He moved to a little house overlooking the dusty Agua Fria
when Lesley King ruled the land. He loves music of all types, and film from many
THEHe
AUTHOR
places. He believes in baseball ABOUT
and books.
writes poetry, he reads poetry, he
thinks poetry, and he shares poetry. His work has appeared in numerous
publications, and he has performed in venues all over Arizona and from coast to
coast since the 1970s.Evans was also Poet Laureate of the UCC Southwest Conference from 2011-15. He has also directed a number of spoken word
series over the past 30 years, and is currently co-director of the Caffeine Corridor
series in downtown Phoenix He lives in that city with his wife Judy, three dogs,
his cat, four parakeets, and a laptop.
Jack Evans was born on the banks of the Hudson during the twilight years of the reign of Roosevelt II. He moved to a
little house overlooking the dusty Agua Fria when Lesley King ruled the land. He loves music of all types, and film from
many places. He believes in baseball and books. He writes
he reads poetry,
thinks
poetry, and
he shares
To poetry,
Pre-Order
oneheof
Jack’s
books
poetry. His work has appeared in numerous publications, and he has performed in venues all over Arizona and from
coast to coast since the 1970s.Evans was also Poet Laureate
of the UCC
Southwest
Conference
from 2011-15.
He has
of Poetry
and
have
it signed
by the
also directed a number of spoken word series over the past 30 years, and is currently co-director of the Caffeine Corricontact
dor series in downtown Phoenix He lives in that city with his wife Judy,author,
three dogs, his
cat, four parakeets, and a laptop.

The Church of the Palms
office. Book price is $18.00.
You may also make your
purchase on
the day of the breakfast.
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INCHWORMS
Tuesdays 10 – 11:15 a.m.
Led by Mary Whitlock
Consider what Jesus means to you as we read and discuss these nine,
original, short essays from the Stillspeaking Writers' Group. Includes
blank pages at back to write your own words about who Jesus is to
you.

The Stillspeaking Writers' Group is made up of United Church of Christ ministers, pastors,
and authors who collaborate on a variety of resources for people in the church, outside
the church, and not so sure about the church. Their motto: "Hearing God where you live
(and other surprising places)."

Tentative Schedule for Discussions:
May 2nd: “JESUS AND THE CHURCH IN CONFLICT” by Kenneth Samuel … He
tells the story of his childhood friend, Stevie… writes of his decision to
deviate from the formula for a successful mega-church.
May 9th: “OF WINDOWS AND BODIES” by Quinn Caldwell … How the
church strengthened and confirmed Quinn’s faith in ways that neither study
nor emotions managed to do…

May 16th: “SAVED EARLY BY JESUS” by Donna Schaper ... Donna mentions
a particular person, Pastor Witte, who showed Jesus to her. … she goes on to
say what that ancient term, “Lord” means for her.
May 23rd: “THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT JESUS” by Ron Buford … Ron
writes of himself as “black, orphaned, adopted, gay and liberal.” Ron writes,
“What is it about a living Jesus who defies the limits of cultural packaging?”
May 30th: “SEEING JESUS IN THE NIGHT SKY,” by William Green ... He
compares Jesus to a telescope that helps us to see, and understand, the
distant God…Bill distinguishes between “the faith of Jesus” and
“faith in Jesus.”
June 6th: “THE GIVER OF SECOND CHANCES” by Christina Villa … Tina describes Jesus on the cross as “some kind of ultimate protest, a refusal to
accept,” and later says that Jesus is “the ultimate champion of
the underdog.”
June 13th: “GOD WITH A FACE” by Martin Copenhaver … God can seem
vague, like a “sacred blur,” writes Martin. But Jesus is “one who makes God
real for me.”
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THE CHURCH OF THE PALMS
SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM LAUNCED
At the March 18th, 2017 Church Council meeting, unanimous approval was
given to establish the Church of the Palms Social Justice Team. The work
of this team will include the following activities:

P (prayer), A (action), L (love), M (ministry), S (support)
Each of these activities is an important as the next. So, there is a place for
anyone interested in social justice on this team. According to
Chris Marshall, author of the book Biblical Justice, “Social Justice doesn’t
happen by accident. It requires focus, dedication and commitment. Because
of God’s commitment to justice, there is always hope for positive change.”
As an extension of the Board of Mission and Outreach, the Church of the
Palms Social Justice Team recognizes that the obligation of social justice
falls upon the individual, but that individuals cannot fulfill the obligation
alone. Rather, they must work in concert with others, through organized
bodies, as a member of a group whose purpose is to identify the needs of
society, and, by the use of appropriate means, to meet these needs locally,
regionally, nationally, and even globally.
At its initial meeting on April 12th a number of potential social justice
issues were identified by the team for further investigation and possible
action planning. A Social Justice Team planning retreat will be held on

Saturday, May 20th at the home of Pam & Paul Clark from 12:30 to 4:30
PM. Look for further announcements in Sunday Bulletins regarding
potential social justice issues and further details on the May 20th planning
retreat. Or feel free to talk to Pat or John Durbin, Pam or Paul Clark,
Jan Hutchins or Amy Alves, Kurt Hofmann, Debby Stinton, Eona Schulz
or Pastor Paul.
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April Fellowship Breakfast
The Church of the Palms April Fellowship Breakfast featured Pastor Francis
Tugirimana and the work of Solutions Church located in west Phoenix. Fifty-eight
members and friends of our church attended the program which was introduced by
retired pastor, Rev. Len Silvester. Pastor Len recounted our churches introduction to
Pastor Francis in 2012. At that time, Pastor Francis’
church was serving 20 refugees. Pastor Francis, a
refugee from Burundi himself, accepted Jesus as his
Savior while in High School in 1993. He was ordained
through the Emmaus Ministerial School in 2000 prior

to coming to the US. He is fluent in Swahili and
Burundi, speaks some French but is limited in his
writing and English speaking ability. Today his church is serving over 250 limited and
non-English speaking refugees from Burundi, Congo, Rwanda, Somalia and Tanzania.
A number of these refugees have recently arrived in the United States and are
trying to acclimate to life in America. Some have spent up to 20 years in refugee
camps prior to arriving in the U.S.
Most of the members of the
congregation live in low income

housing in the Maryvale and
surrounding area. Many are
unemployed and on food stamps.
Pastor Francis is contacted by the Catholic diocese of
Phoenix, St. Vincent de Paul, and even the Phoenix police
department regarding newly arriving African refugees.
Pastor Francis, as a fulltime pastor, spends much of his time
dealing with the challenges and difficulties encountered by
members of his church in adapting to life in America. He is
totally dependent on donations from individuals and churches to carry out his ministry. Our Board of Mission and Outreach has been providing
$100 a month to support the work of Solutions Church. But the need for moral
support and financial assistance is much greater. It is hoped as we go forward that
Church of the Palms will take a stronger role in supporting this most
worthwhile ministry.
Blessings,

John Durbin
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If you use Facebook, you are
invited to “like” Church of the
Palms and become a friend of
the church.
Photos from events and
outings reposted there.

www.thepalms.org.
The Church of the Palms
14808 N. Boswell Boulevard,

Sun City, AZ 85351

We offer:
Sermon Gallery
Paul at the Palms
News and Events
The Palm Leaf Newsletter
Monthly Calendar
General Synod News
Photos

Phone (623-977-8359)

Office Hours: Monday-Thur. 8am-2pm
Fri. 8am-12
Office e-mail: manager@thepalms.org
Website: www.thepalms.org

Welcome New Member Dates

Palm Leaf

is a monthly newsletter from
the Church of the Palms that makes it easy
for you to keep up with opportunities,
events, and friends at church.
Drawn together by the Holy Spirit, we
are a distinct and diverse community
of Christians that come together as
one church, joining faith and action.
In covenant with the church in all of
its settings, we serve God in the cocreation of a just and sustainable world
as made manifest in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
“That they may all be one,” Jesus,
speaking in prayer. —John 17:21

Articles deadline: 15th of each month
You may submit an article or information
for an article by:

Email (manager@thepalms.org)
Phone (623-977-8359),
Or drop it off at the church.
Office Staff:
Pastor Paul Whitlock, Senior Minister
Jim Alexander, Assistant Pastor
Debby Stinton, Pastoral Assistant
Deborah Martin, Secretary
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