
By David Wedemeyer 

 

Greetings CHOCites….. 

 

Just a day away from a great fall weekend – 

colors are finally out and vibrant in northern 

Illinois into southern Wisconsin. Drove from 

Elgin to Madison Sunday and spotted a Coach 

House going south on I-90/I-39. Hope you 

heard the friendly, “HELLO…” It was really 

loud in our car. Always fun to see another unit 

on the road. 

 

Great rally in Gettysburg Thanks to our rally 

coordinators, Ruth & Bill Ristow and Irene 

Wedemeyer.  Also, a shout out to all rally at-

tendees: met some new people, reconnected 

with old friends, heard some great stories and 

just had an all around good time. 

 

We have some officers who left their positions 

at the end of the rally. A thank you to our First 

VP/Membership – Renee Rodeck. Renee and 

husband, Brian, had to give up their RVing earli-

er this year for health reasons but Renee did 

her membership thing right up until the fall 

rally. Charlie Hedstrom was a major force for 

moving the club forward as our Third VP/

Communications. Thanks Charlie. Thanks also 

to Mike Thursby, FMCA National Director, for 

representing us at two FMCA rallies. 

 

A couple of items to bring to your attention. 

 
First, FMCA dues are going up $25/year: You 

will be charged when you next renew. Just to 

point out, one benefit alone (and the reason 

for the increase), the Medical Emergency and 

Travel Assistance Program that you automati-

cally receive with your membership, is a great 

deal/benefit.  

 

Number two, the Executive Board spent time 

on the CHOC Volunteer Handbook – basically 

the rules of the road for our club. We tried to 

give a realistic picture of the responsibilities of 

each office, without going into minute detail. 

We also worked on realigning some of the 

officer responsibilities.  

 

I need to finally thank Steve, Lori, Michael and 

the rest of the Coach House team at the facto-

ry. Though the club is independent of the com-

pany, we have a great relationship with them. 

They support us in a variety of important ways. 

Proud Coach House owners are ambassadors/

salesmen for these quality units in which we 

travel around the USA.  

 

Hope to see you at the New Orleans rally in 

spring of 2020. 

 

Safe Travels, 

…..David Wedemeyer 

President’s Report 
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“The organization owes Margaret and 

Charlie our deepest appreciation for 

their years of service.” 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to the Coach House Owners’ Club: 

Joe & Sharson Acino, Jim Bower & Juli Engel, Susan Burdsall, Peter Carrothers, Roy & Susan Davenport, Kathy Dilsaver, Paul & 

Connie Eck, Dave & Cathy Eddy, Jackie & John Fenske, Bill & Lauren Ginand, Tami Giusto & Angela Cruce, Alan Goldstein & 

Marty Post, Bruce & Teresa Hinde, Dean & Meredith Holmes, James & Lorraine Jacoby, Jennifer Jamason, Krisanne Kemp, Gail & 

James Malinoski, Bruce & Elaine McNutt, Sue & Kevin Miller, Donnie & Colleta Musick, Dick & Ileane Patterson, Elton & Mary 

Jane Pittman, Steven & Nyla Ranck, Anthony & Christine Raniszewski, Joseph & Diana Recor, Scotty & Meryl Reese, Jim & DJ 

Roope, Karen Sant & Doreen Page, Henry & Janice Sattler, David & Kerry Saxby, Tracy Schulz & Reggie Davis, Denise & Brian 

Smith, George & Judy Smith, Jeff & Judie Spiegel, Bob & Cindi Sundberg, Brian & Robin Tabb, Wendie & Ron Tobb, Larry & 

Cynthia Ugarte, Peggy Welker & Sandy Beaudoin, Rick & Ruthie Zagrabski 

New Member Corner 

Margaret and Charlie 

Owners Club. Not only did 

they handle the traditional 

responsibilities of those two 

positions but they moved our 

club into the 21st century – 

digitally. 

 

The Hedstroms got our 

CHOC private facebook page 

up and running thanks to Char-
lie’s dream for the organization. 

CHOC now has its own web-

site (with the cooperation and 

support of Coach House) 

thanks to Margaret’s dogged 

determination and hard work. 

Margaret moved to get the 

CHOC historical documents 

into digital form and stored 

online. Through Drop Box, 

your officers have had a place 

to archive information particu-

lar to their responsibilities and 

a place to go to for answers 

and research purposes. Togeth-

er they developed organization-

al charts to help us navigate 

these archives and charts for 

responsibilities.  

 

The organization owes 

Margaret and Charlie our deep-

est appreciation for their years 

of service.  

 

Thanks Margaret and Charlie! 

By David Wedemeyer 

 

Being a retired educator, 

I’ve often thought of writing a 

children’s book. Doesn’t that 

sound like a great title for a 

children’s book? But Margaret 

and Charlie have a bigger story 

for us than a children’s book. 

 

Charlie Hedstrom just 

finished a second two-year 

term as our 3rd VP Communi-

cations. Margaret finished a 

second two-year term in fall of 

2018 as our Treasurer. Over 

these last five years they have 

contributed greatly to the well-

being of our Coach House 

“The 

organization 

owes Margaret 

and Charlie our 

deepest 

appreciation 

for their years 

of service.” 
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By Jean Oaks 

 

When the Eisenhowers 

bought their property, it was a 
dairy farm. They eventually 

changed to raising Black Angus 

cattle. Later, part of the original 

home was removed and 

replaced with rooms that 

reflected the interests and 

personalities of its occupants. 

They seldom used the formal 

living room, filled with gifts 

from both friends and heads of 

state, because Ike considered 

the room to be stuffy. In 

contrast, his favorite room was 

the porch, modest and 

comfortable for playing cards 

with friends, watching TV, and 

painting in oils. Ike even used 

the porch to entertain many 

distinguished guests, relying on 

its ability to encourage relaxed 

conversations with inter-

national world leaders such as 

Charles de Gaulle of France 

and Nikita Khrushchev of the 

Soviet Union.  

 

Although Ike and Mamie 

preferred to dine on TV trays 

on the porch, they ate in the 

formal dining room when 

friends and family visited, 

encouraging lively conversation. 

 

Grandchildren used the 

sitting room for watching 

television; Mamie used it as her 

sitting 

room 

after 

the 

General passed away. It 

contained many volumes of the 

General’s extensive personal 

library. Ike also painted in this 

room. 

 

Mamie had an eye for detail 

and loved the color pink. This 

was reflected in her personal 

bathroom. Her dressing room 

contained pearls and perfumes 

on the table, colorful outfits in 

the closets, and assorted hats 

lining the shelves. In the master 

bedroom , after age 50, she 

often stayed propped up on 

pillows in the morning to visit 

with close friends, meet with 

staff members, write correspon

-dence, and plan her social 

agenda. Following Ike’s death, 

in order that the bed would 

not seem so empty, she piled 

candy, books, and stationery on 

his side of the bed. 

 

The house includes several 

guest rooms, the room of 

Mamie’s maid, Rose Wood, the 

laundry room used by Sergeant 

John Moaney to maintain the 

General’s clothes, and the 

kitchen, presided over by John 

Moaney’s wife, Delores. The 

Eisenhowers preferred basic 

American cooking. Ike enjoyed 

cooking, both in the kitchen 

and outside on the barbeque. 

 

John Moaney first served 

on Eisenhower’s personal staff 

in 1942. When he was in 

charge of the General’s Scottie 

dogs they became fast friends. 

When the war ended, Moaney 

asked to stay on the General’s 

staff. He and his wife continued 

to work for Mrs. Eisenhower 

long after the General died. 

 

The den contains evidence 
of the Eisenhowers’ wish to 

preserve part of the original 

farmhouse. The old fireplace 

and oven were salvaged from a 

summer kitchen formerly near 

the house. The floor and ceiling 

were constructed with wood 

from the old house. Ike’s 

interests are evident in a lamp 

decorated with fishing flies, 

there are art books in the 

bookcase and a Civil War pike 

and musket above the fireplace. 

 

After President Eisenhower 

became president, he had a 

heart attack in 1955. At this 

time, the office and den 

became a “temporary White 

House.” The office desk is a 

reproduction of one used by 

George Washington and is 

made of pine boards recovered 

from a White House reno-

vation. Throughout the home 

are Ike’s paintings and his 

extensive collection of books. 

 

Most of this article is taken 

directly from the pamphlet 

“Eisenhower National Historic Site 

Home Guide”, given to house 

visitors. 

The Eisenhower National Historic Site 

“The den 

contains 

evidence of the 

Eisenhowers’ 

wish to preserve 

part of the 

original 

farmhouse.” 
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By Valerie Baselice 

Treasurer’s Report 
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By Royal Connell 

 

Greetings all. 

     At the Gettysburg Rally 

Owners meeting you all 

elected me as the rep for 

CHOC to the FMCA 

National Board.  I thank you 

for that.  I view my position 

as your voice to the larger 

organization.  

 

     I sought the position 

because I attended the 

FMCA Convention in Perry 

GA this last Spring.  My wife 

and I had a ball there and 

learned a ton of stuff about 

RVing.  I was struck though, 

by some of the classes we 

attended.  Every class 

presenter who spoke about 

the RV directly addressed 

Class A coaches almost 

exclusively.  Now 

sometimes that's OK, for 

instance the use of materials 

to wash and protect the 

coach are independent of 

size, but when they talked 

about boondocking for a 

week in the desert 

southwest, showering every 

day and hydrating plentifully, 

our little coaches with their 

relatively small holding tanks 

wouldn't be up to that 

task.  It's understandable 

since all of the leadership 

are pretty much full timers 

in big rigs, but since the 

FMCA has recently been 

pushing membership to 

smaller Class Bs and Cs, and 

even more recently opened 

itself to towables, in my 

opinion, they need to assess 

their focus. 

 

     As soon as the election 

was over, someone 

approached me about the 

question of why we have to 

join FMCA in order to be a 

member of CHOC.  I had 

those same questions when 

I first started RVing (Full 

Disclosure: 1999 Roadtrek 

which we had for 10 

years.)  I reconciled it to 

myself, but the question 

took me back to that initial 

wondering. 

 

     I have created a 

spreadsheet summary of the 

things I have learned.  But, 

here are some thoughts that 

might help.   

 

     First of all, FMCA offers 

us as individual coach 

owners a plethora of 

benefits, the most notable 

of which might be their 

FMCA Assist and Roadside 

Rescue plans.  The former is 

included with your 

membership, the latter 

costs about an additional 

$75 per year.  FMCA Assist 

is the plan which covers you 

and your passengers for 

medical emergencies.  They 

will fly you home, they 

cover medical 

transportation, RV and even 

pet return if you get sick or 

otherwise disabled on a 

trip.  That alone is an 

amazing benefit and peace of 

mind.  Roadside Rescue is 

more akin to AAA 

coverage, i.e.: towing, 

emergency fuel delivery, 

dead battery start, etc. 

 

     The benefit for the 

chapter though is something 

we don’t think about 

much.  You see, whenever 

CHOC has a rally, it is 

covered under FMCA’s 

liability 

insurance.  Compared to 

the hundreds of thousands 

of FMCA members, we’re 

really pretty small 

potatoes.  And our 

volunteer leaders can’t 

afford the costs of insurance 

to cover us, and even our 

membership cannot afford 

the costs of such coverage. 

 

     So, bottom line, it is to 

our benefit as both 

individuals and as a chapter, 

even if it sounds like an 

expensive burden that on 

the surface doesn't appear 

to bring a lot of return on 

investment.  Trust me it 

does in so many ways. 

 

     Please let me know 

what’s on your mind with 

respect to the larger 

organization and we’ll see 

you on the road. 

 

Just my 2¢  

FMCA Update 

“FMCA offers us 

as individual 

coach owners a 

plethora of 

benefits, the 

most notable of 

which might be 

their FMCA Assist 

and Roadside 

Rescue plans.” 
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available on the private CHOC 

Facebook page. 

We plan to visit some 

places for possible excursions 

and finalize many of the 

arrangements for the rally 

while enjoying some New 

Orleans food and jazz. We are 

looking forward to sunshine 

after record snowfall here on 

Halloween. 

We will be emailing the 

registration materials when we 

By Ruth Ristow 

Your rally 

coordinators 

are spending 

the first week 

of November 

in New 

Orleans on a 

“scouting” trip for the CHOC 

Spring 2020 Rally.  

Information was emailed 

to all members regarding 

making your campground 

reservation at Pontchartrain 

Landing. The information is also 

have finalized all of the details. 

Information will also be posted 

on the private CHOC 

Facebook page. 

Information regarding 

campground reservations for 

the Fall 2020 Rally in Foxboro, 

Massachusetts will also be 

emailed before the end of the 

year in case anyone wishes to 

extend their stay at Normandy 

Farms beyond the week of the 

rally:  

September 28 – October 2. 

FMCA Benefits  

Greetings from your Rally Coordinators 
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Normandy Farms 
Campground 



We will be staying at: 

 

Pontchartrain Landing 
6001 France Rd 

New Orleans, LA 70126 

 

Phone:  504-286-8157 
  

http://www.pontchartrainlanding.com/pages/rv.php 

Be sure to mention that you are with Coach House Owners Club 

(CHOC) to get the daily rally rate of $58.21 for Monday thru Thursday of 

the rally. Your credit card will be charged for the full amount when you make 

your reservation. 

Reservations must be made by February 15 to receive the rally rate and to 

insure that your assigned site will be with the rest of the group. 

Please be aware of the cancellation policies at Ponchartrain Landing: 

• The campground offers an optional insurance policy at the 

cost of 10% of the total reservation. This allows for a full 

refund if you cancel for any reason.  Cancellations are 

covered up to the day of arrival. 

• If you choose to not take the insurance policy, no refunds are 

offered, but your reservation can be moved to other dates.  

Without the insurance, cancellations should be made a 

month in advance of arrival.  

The campground does offer various discounts on their regular rates if you wish to 

extend your stay before or after the rally. 

Please email Ruth Ristow at rallycoordinator@coachhouseownersclub.com  

when you have made your reservation, so we can keep an accurate tally of 

those who plan on attending. 

The Rally schedule and registration form will be emailed as soon as all details  

are finalized.  

CHOC Spring 2020 Rally 

“Reservations 

must be made 

by February 15 

to receive the 

rally rate and to 

insure that your 

assigned site 

will be with the 

rest of the 

group.” 
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Spring 2020 Rally 
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April 20—24, 2020 
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By Jean Oaks 

 

History books tell of the Civil War. 

But Gettysburg taught us so much more. 

The convergence of roads brought thousands of men. 

Many would never see home again. 

Cyclorama told the tale. 

Devastation would prevail. 

Bodies littered the fields --- horses and men. 

The stench of death rose, again and again. 

A bucolic area was rearranged. 

Gettysburg was forever changed. 

 

On a lighter side, Dobbin Tavern was great. 

We hurried in; couldn’t wait. 

The appealing buffet was varied and tasty. 

Consumption of lunch--- rather hasty! 

 

Back to the bus for our battlefield tour. 

Our knowledgeable guide, to be sure, 

Had mastered his subject and crafted his story. 

He told of defeat and moments of glory. 

Monuments spread across the terrain 

Told of grit and valor by many a name. 

Confederate forces, and Union troops, too; 

(Some say this war will never be through!) 

 

 

 

Vroom!!  Vroom!!  A mighty roar! 

Neither cannons nor muskets --- what’s in store? 

It’s Harley Davidson, home of perfection! 

No flaws here; lots of inspection. 

Do I detect, on some of our faces,  

A longing to join Harley races? 

 

At Roosevelt Tavern, lunch was a treat. 

Terrific food, and boy, did we eat! 

 

Then a brief stay in York, where, to our surprise, 

Exhibits gradually opened our eyes 

To the myriad things we never knew 

Came from York (not just one or two!) 

 

At Harrisburg, a gentle float 

On the river, in a paddle boat.  

The sun came out, to warm our way; 

A fitting end to our day. 

 

We hate to see our rally end. 

Tomorrow we say farewell to each friend. 

The rally was great, without flaws. 

To the Ristows and Wedemeyers, our sincere 

applause! 

 

CHOC Gettysburg Rally Poem 

“The 

convergence of 

roads brought 

thousands of 

men. 

Many would 

never see home 

again.” 
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By Valerie Baselice 

It was Friday morning on 

the last day of the Gettysburg 

rally. Our good byes were said. 

The coach had been secured. 

Cold drinks were set out in the 

holders. We were ready to go. 

We moved only one foot 

and there was a load bang. Not 

as bad as knocking something 
off the roof of the coach, but 

loud. 

We got out. The neighbors 

came running to see what 

happened. Our driver’s side 

outer tire had blown a hole in 

the side! Oh my…. 

John had always checked 

the tires, but little did we know 

that there was more to 

checking tires than just kicking 

them and looking at the tread. 

The following is some of what 

we learned in getting the tire 

fixed. 

Our RV tires will not wear 

out in the tread like our car 
tires. Put your hand on the top 

on the tire and feel to see if the 

tire is flat. If it is rounded the 

tire is separating on the inside. 

There are dates on the tire. 

When you buy a tire, make 

sure you are getting a new tire, 

not one that has been sitting 

around for a year or two. The 

RV tires should be changed 

every 5 or 6 years, regardless 

of mileage. 

Our tire repairman said 

Michelin tires wear out more 

quickly than Goodyear tires. 

You can treat your tire 

with a tire protectant. One 

that was recommended was 
303 Products Tire Balm and 

Protectant, which we ordered 

from Amazon. 

So with a couple hours 

delay, a hotter credit card, and 

a little wiser we finally hit the 

road. 

By Valerie Baselice 

 

This recipe is from a wonderful bed and breakfast chef in the middle of Pennsylvania with whom 

we made great friends and returned to his inn many times. He had excellent knife skills but I use 

my food processor to shred or chop the broccoli, carrots and the apple. 

 

Ingredients: 

• Broccoli head shredded 

• 1 c shredded carrots 

• 1 granny smith apple finely chopped 

• 1 or ½ bunch of scallions, chopped 

• 2 stalks of celery, chopped 

• ¼ sunflower seeds 

• 2 tsp of oregano 

• 1 tsp dry mustard 

• ¼ c apple cider vinegar 

• mayo 

 

Instructions: 

Mix all of the above adjusting the amount of mayo as necessary. You can add more vinegar if 

you like it more snappy. 

The Tale of a Tire 

“This recipe is from a 

wonderful bed and 

breakfast chef in the 

middle of 

Pennsylvania with 

who we made great 

friends and returned 

to his inn many 

times.” 
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By Val Bacelice 

Treasurer’s Report 
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By Jean Oaks 

 

70 people and 35 coaches with 3 people staying in a cottage at the campground traveled to Gettysburg Campground for a 

well-planned rally that combined learning about the Civil War and the Eisenhower farm, touring the Harley Davidson factory,   

recognizing the contributions from the town of York, PA and enjoying the paddle boat ride with the conviviality of being with 

familiar and new CHOC acquaintances and friends. 

 

Quite a few members arrived early at the rally site, providing opportunities to meet, greet, and settle in, after what had 

been long journeys for some of our members. Following official registration Monday afternoon, the Happy Hour and pot-luck 

dinner provided hungry members with a variety of tasty dishes and the chance to relax and catch up on everyone’s news. 

 

Tuesday morning we boarded buses and began our day with a stop at the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and 

Visitor Center, the place to set the stage for learning about the Battle of Gettysburg. Particularly moving was the Cyclorama 

painting, which immerses visitors in the fury of Pickett’s charge and explicitly shows why Gettysburg was the bloodiest battle 

of the Civil War. It was painted in the late 1880s by French artist Paul Philippoteaux, who spent months on the battlefield with 

CHOC Gettysburg Rally  September 23 – 27, 2019 



CHOC Gettysburg Rally  (cont’d)  
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veterans, a battlefield guide, and a photographer. He and a team of 

assistants spent more than a year to complete the canvas that 

measures 377 feet in circumference and 42 feet high. Longer than a 

football field and as tall as a four-story structure, with lighting and 

sound effects, visitors are awed by its effect. (Information and videos 

found at nps.gov)   

 

 

This was followed by a tour of 

the Eisenhower National 

Historic Site. (See the article 

included in this newsletter.) 

 

Afterward, everyone hurried in to enjoy 

the variety of food offered for lunch at the 

Dobbin House Restaurant, in order to be 

ready for the tour of the battlefield. Our guided tour of the battlefield was 

provided by a gentleman who delineated the rigorous training and acquisition of 

knowledge required before a potential guide could take an exacting exam 

allowing him to serve in the position. The percentage of aspirants in each class 
who succeed is low. After the tour, we returned to the campground for Happy 

Hour and a catered dinner.  

 

Wednesday began with a catered breakfast, followed by the business meeting. 

Lunch was on our own then those who wished participated in a discussion 

group concerning a wide variety of issues 

related to RVing in general or Coach 

House coaches in particular. This was 

followed by the Tour of Open Coaches, 

an opportunity to share great ideas that 

enhance enjoyment of our coaches. Happy 

Hour and a catered dinner preceded 

entertainment during which actors portraying General Grant and his wife provided 

insight into the times. 

 

Thursday we climbed aboard our buses again for the drive to the Harley Davidson factory. 

The tour provided examples of why cyclists seek and revere Harleys. The rigorous 

inspections involved in quality control insure few errors along 

the production lines and the sleek, powerful- looking results 

drew many of us to hop on for a Walter Mitty trial of what it 

might be like to ride a Harley. 

 

Then it was on to a tour of one of the buildings comprising the 

York County History Center where those of us of a certain age 

were surprised to see how many iconic items from our youth 

had been created in the environs of York, Pennsylvania. Reddy 

Kilowatt, the invention of air conditioning, wonderful antique 

trucks and cars, an area of machine shop tools from the early 



20th century and many other inventions brought back memories. (No, we’re not THAT old, 

but the items were still in use many years after their invention.)  

 

We all enjoyed lunch at the elegant Roosevelt Tavern, followed by a paddle boat ride on the 

Pride of Susquehanna River, a fitting end to a busy day of varied activities. It was time for 

Happy Hour, a catered dinner and our 50/50 raffle drawing, won by Alan Hess and Sherry 

Bayer. 

 

 

 

Friday morning brought our Grab ‘N Go breakfast and final farewells, along 

with many expressions of appreciation for rally-planners Ruth and Bill Ristow and 

Irene Wedemeyer, along with President 

David Wedemeyer, who combines doing 

a terrific job as President with his 

“automatically – included – in – the – rally – planning “ position , by virtue of being 

married to Irene and long-time friend of the Ristows. Sincere thanks to all who 

worked as volunteers; CHOC members pitch in to help! 

 

CHOC Gettysburg Rally  (cont’d)  
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Chocolate Chip Cookies 

By Jackye Moody 

This is my go-to chocolate chip cookie recipe.  The walnuts elevate the 

cookies with a nice texture and flavor. My family loves them. 

Ingredients: 

 
 

 Directions: 

 

1. Cream together the white sugar, brown sugar, and butter until smooth. 

2. Beat in the eggs one at a time 

3. Dissolve the baking soda in the hot water and incorporate into egg, butter, sugar mixture. 

4. Stir in salt and vanilla 

5. Sift flour in about 1/2 cup at a time and gently incorporate.  Do not over mix 

6. Fold in chocolate chips and walnuts 

7. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

8. Chill batter in refrigerator for 30 minutes  (This keeps your cookies from spreading too thin) 

9. Line pan with parchment paper and drop evenly sized cookies using  a size #40 scoop, or a heaping tablespoon  

10. Bake for 10-12 minutes in preheated oven 

• 1 (8 oz) package room 

temp salted butter  

• 1 cup white sugar 

• 1 cup brown sugar 

• 2 eggs 

• 2 tsp vanilla extract 

• 3 cups all purpose flour 

• 1 tsp baking soda 

• 2 tsp hot water 

• 1/2 tsp salt 

• 2 cups 70% chocolate chips 

(or sub semi-sweet) 
• 1 cup chopped walnuts (or 

sub 1/2 cup more chips) 
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Several CHOC members post-

ed their photography on our 

CHOC Facebook page.   

 

CHOC members only, please 

join our Facebook group to 

post your pictures and see our 

photo albums from past rallies.  

Thank you to all who posted 

photos or comments. 
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