
 

 

Carl A. Gebo            GEBO LAW LLC 

carl.gebo@gebolawgroup.com           The Johnson & Johnson Building 

           200 Walker Street, SW, Suite 5 

Atlanta, GA 30313-1200 
 
 
 

September 3, 2021 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
(protest@gmcc.ga.gov)  
 
Mr. Andrew L. Turnage, Executive Director 
Georgia Access to Medical Cannabis Commission 
7 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SW, Suite 139 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
 
RE: First Amended Protest of Notice of Intent to Award 

State Entity: Georgia Access to Medical Cannabis Commission 
Issuing Officer: Andrew L. Turnage, Executive Director, GMCC 
Solicitation Title/Event Name: Competitive Application Request for Proposals for Class 

1 Production Licenses  
Solicitation No./Event ID: Event ID # 11232020 
Apparent Successful Offeror: Class 1 License – Botanical Sciences, LLC 
Award Category: Class 1 Production License 
 

Dear Executive Director Turnage: 

 

Aspire Medical Partners, LLC (“Aspire”) amends its initial protest of the Notice of Intent to Award 

Class 1 and Class 2 Production Licenses (the “NOIA”) that the Georgia Access to Medical 

Cannabis Commission (“GMCC”) issued on Saturday, July 24, 2021, to assert additional grounds 

for its protest of GMCC’s intended award of a Class 1 Production License to Botanical Sciences, 

LLC (“Botanical Sciences”). Aspire submits this amendment to its initial protest in accordance 

with the Cannabis Commission Post-Award Protest Procedure (“Post-Award Protest Procedure”) 

provided in Attachment D to the GMCC's Competitive Application Request for Proposals for Class 

1 and Class 2 Low-THC Oil Production Licenses.  

 

Introduction 

 

Aspire’s original protest challenged GMCC’s NOIA a Class 1 Production License to Botanical 

Sciences based, in part, on Aspire’s understanding that Botanical Sciences’ proposed location for 

its Production Facility violated the minimum setback requirements for such facilities established 

by O.C.G.A. §16-12-215. Aspire supported its original protest on Botanical Science’s application 

and publicly-available documents from Tattnall County Commissioners website. Through the 

good faith negotiation process, Aspire secured from Botanical Sciences production of additional 

documents on August 26, 2021. In a letter to Executive Director Andrew Turnage, Botanical 

Sciences contends that the exhibits submitted that letter demonstrated that its Production Facility 
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met the minimum setback requirements. Aspire reviewed those exhibits and did additional research 

into documents available from additional Tattnall County and the City of Glennville departments 

and officials.  

 

Aspire files this amended protest in further support of its original protest ground that properly 

evaluated Botanical Sciences’ Class 1 Production License Application merited a “Fail” rating 

because its application failed to demonstrate compliance with O.C.G.A. §16-12-215 as submitted. 

Some of the documents that Botanical Sciences disclosed could not have been and were not a part 

of its application when it was submitted in January 2021. Furthermore, the newly submitted 

Botanical Sciences documents still leave more questions unanswered than resolved regarding its 

Production Facility’s location and its distance from covered entities. Accordingly, Aspire requests 

that GMCC sustain its protest and find Botanical Sciences’ non-responsive to the RFP’s 

requirements. 

 

Aspire is an Interested Applicant: 

 

As demonstrated by its original protest, Aspire is an Interested Applicant because it timely 

submitted an application for both the Class 1 and Class 2 Production Licenses and if GMCC 

sustains this protest, then Aspire will receive award of a license. 

 

To facilitate consideration of this protest we provide the following information as required by 

GMCC’s Post-Award Protest Procedure:  

 

Protester-Applicant Name and Address: 

 

Mr. Thomas Q. Jones 

Manager & Authorized Signatory 

Aspire Medical Partners, LLC 

5775 Glenridge Drive 

Building B, Suite 120 

Atlanta, GA 30328 

 

Email: tquincyjones@gmail.com 

Phone: (770) 712-5586 
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Protester/Applicant’s Legal Counsel for First Amended Protest: 

 

Carl A. Gebo, Esq. 

Gebo Law LLC 

The Johnson & Johnson Building 

200 Walker Street, SW - Suite E 

Atlanta, GA 30313-1200 

Georgia Bar Number: 288711 

Email: carl.gebo@gebolawgroup.com 

Phone: (404) 219-4516 

 

The identifying information for the NOIA that Aspire protests is as follows: 

 

Specific Notices of Intent to Award Being Protested: 

  

Solicitation Title/Event Name: Competitive Application Request for Proposals for Class 1 

and Class 2 Production Licenses 

 

Solicitation No./Event ID:  Georgia Procurement Registry Event ID #11232020 

 

State Entity:     Georgia Access to Medical Cannabis Commission 

 

Solicitation Close/Event End Date: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 

 

Notice of Intent to Award Posting Date: Saturday, July 24, 2021 

 

Issuing Officer:   Andrew Turnage 

 

Issuing Officer Contact Information: aturnage@gmcc.ga.gov 

 

Award Category:   Class 1 Production License to Botanical Sciences 

 

Aspire’s First Amended Protest Is Timely Filed 

 

The Post-Award Protest Procedure states in Section 2.3. Confidentiality and Amendment: 

 

Upon the disclosure of any confidential or redacted information in an 

application or evaluation sheet to an interested applicant or 

prospective licensee pursuant to this Section, the interested applicant 

or prospective licensee shall have seven (7) business days from the 

date of the disclosure in which to amend its protest or its response to 

specifically address any of the disclosed information. 
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(See, Competitive Application Request for Proposals, Exhibit D – Protest Procedures, Section 

2.3. Confidentiality and Amendment, p. 7). 

 

Aspire’s protest is timely because Thursday, August 26, 2021 was the first day that Botanical 

Sciences disclosed to Aspire any potentially confidential or redacted information contained in 

Botanical Sciences’ Class 1 application or associated evaluation sheets. The following days are 

not included in calculating the last day on which Aspire must file its protest to have it considered 

timely filed:  

 

Saturday, August 28, 2021 

Sunday, August 29, 2021 

Saturday, September 04, 2021 

Sunday, September 05, 2021 

Monday, September 06, 2021 (Legal Holiday) 

 

Accordingly, by filing this amendment to its original protest via email with GMCC's Executive 

Director on Thursday, September 02, 2021, Aspire satisfies the timely filing requirement of the 

Post-Award Protest Procedures. 

 

 

Arguments in Support of First Amended Protest 

 

Location of Botanical Sciences’ Production Facility:  

 

In its original protest (the “Protest”), Aspire asserted that Botanical Sciences proposed to build its 

production facility (the “Production Facility”) on a site that fails to comply with O.C.G.A. § 16-

12-215 (the “Hope Act”). The Hope Act requires medical cannabis producers to respect minimum 

distances from schools, churches, and other covered entities. In the Protest, Aspire demonstrated 

the Production Facility, parcel “099021B” (the “Parcel”), is a 231-acre parcel located 

approximately 2,500 feet from the church Mount Zion Outreach Ministry (“Mt. Zion”), identified 

as parcel “100A050” and approximately 2,600 feet from the church of Lands of Preparing the Way 

for the Lord Ministry, Inc. (“Preparing the Way”), identified as parcel “100A001B”. On August 

26, 2021, Botanical Sciences submitted a letter to the Georgia Access to Medical Cannabis 

Commission (the “GMCC”) arguing that the Parcel did comply with the Hope Act (the “August 

26th Letter”). Enclosed with the August 26th letter were documents that Botanical Sciences 

disclosed, which it purports prove that the Parcel had been subdivided in May 2020 placing the 

Production Facility on a site that complies with the Hope Act’s minimum setback requirements 

(the “August 26th Disclosures”). As shown below, the documents that Botanical Sciences disclosed 

were not a part of Botanical Sciences’ Class 1 Application submitted to the GMCC on January 27, 

2021. In fact, two of the three documents did not even exist until August 2021. On September 2, 

2021, the Tattnall County Assessor’s Office confirmed that the Parcel had not been subdivided 

and thus did not comply with the Hope Act when Botanical Sciences submitted its Class 1 
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Application and still does not comply with the Hope Act, as shown by the enclosed Affidavit of 

Sandra Spikes. (Exhibit 1).  

 

Botanical Sciences’ August 26th Disclosures do not show that the Parcel complies with the Hope 

Act. 

 

By letter dated August 26, 2021, Botanical Sciences attempted to show that the Parcel complies 

with the Hope Act. That letter argued that the Parcel had been subdivided and that Botanical 

Sciences then leased a subdivided lot within the Parcel that did satisfy the 3,000-foot statutory 

setback requirements from covered entities. The August 26th Disclosures consisted of three (3) 

documents: 1) Exhibit A - a plat purporting to document the subdivision of the Parcel by the City 

of Glennville in May 2020 (the “Plat”); 2) Exhibit B – a 2022 Tattnall County Board of Assessors 

Printout for the Parcel dated August 9, 2021 (the “2022 Printout”); and 3) Exhibit C – a letter from 

Pirkle & Associates Land Surveying, Inc. dated August 5, 2021 (the “Pirkle Letter”). Obviously, 

Exhibit B and Exhibit C of the August 26th Disclosures could not have been included in Botanical 

Sciences’ Class 1 Application because they did not exist. Arguably, the Plat did exist on January 

27, 2021, when Botanical Sciences submitted its Class 1 Application, however, there is no 

evidence that Botanical Sciences included it in its application. As demonstrated in detail below, 

no official from Tattnall County, the City of Glennville, or the Tattnall County Development 

Authority knew of the Plat’s existence or treated it as a validly submitted subdivision of the Parcel 

until August 9, 2021. Accordingly, none of the August 26th Disclosures are capable of correcting 

the failure of Botanical Sciences’ Class 1 Application to establish its compliance with the Hope 

Act.  

 

Each of Botanical Sciences’ August 26th Disclosures have fatal flaws that negate any support for 

which Botanical Sciences relies on them. 

 

The Pirkle Letter 

 

The Pirkle Letter, dated August 5, 2021, does not define the “Botanical Sciences Property” – not 

by address, lot number, or GPIS coordinates. The Pirkle Letter does not explain the source from 

which it determined what tracts of land constitute the “Botanical Sciences Property”. Nor does it 

provide any explanation for Pirkle’s assignment of different sizes to the “Botanical Sciences 

Property” – in the first paragraph defining its size as “(80 ac)” but in the second paragraph defining 

its size as “(60 ac)”. Furthermore, the Pirkle Letter does not indicate or describe the methods that 

Pirkle & Associates Surveying, Inc. used to take the distance measurements between the Parcel 

and the properties of Mt. Zion Church or the Lands of Preparing the Way for the Lord Ministry, 

Inc. or even state the location on the Parcel from where the surveyor began and ended the distance 

measurements. 
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The 2022 Printout 

 

The 2022 Printout is a very curious document for several reasons. First, Tax Year 2022 has not yet 

begun, so how Botanical Sciences was able to secure a printout this far in advance is a mystery. 

Second, Aspire’s efforts to locate that document through a search of publicly available documents 

has not found it. Third, the 2022 Printout is dated August 9, 2021, which predates Botanical 

Sciences’ recording on August 26, 2021, of the Lease, the Lease Addendum, the Lease 

Assignment, and the Warranty Deed. Access to the information contained in those documents 

would have been necessary to generate the contents of the 2022 Printout, since the Plat did not 

identify Botanical Sciences’ interests in that tract. 

 

Obviously, Botanical Sciences did not include the 2022 Printout in its Class 1 Application, 

however, Botanical Sciences relies on it now to prove that the Parcel had been subdivided in May 

2020. Botanical Sciences’ reliance is misplaced. The RFP required that applicants include in their 

applications information and documents necessary to prove that their proposed Production Facility 

location satisfied all RFP requirements, including the minimum setback requirements of the Hope 

Act. Aspire expects that Botanical Sciences’ Class 1 Application did not include printouts from 

the Tattnall County Board of Assessors for Tax Years 2020 or 2021 either. Those documents show 

that for the entirety of Tax Year 2020 and Tax Year 2021, the Parcel was an undivided, single tract 

of some 230+ acres. (See, 2020 Printout from Tattnall County Board of Assessors, (Exhibit 2) and 

2021 Printout from Tattnall County Board of Assessors, (Exhibit 3)). Accordingly, the 2022 

Printout does not support Botanical Sciences’ claims that its Production Facility location satisfied 

the Hope Act. 

 

Furthermore, the City of Glennville Code of Ordinances (the “Code”) requires that each land lot 

that is intended as a unit for transfer of ownership or for land shall have a separate tax parcel 

reference number designated in the office of the county tax commissioner and/or the county tax 

assessor. Sec. 46-42(a)(1). The 2020 Printout and the 2021 Printout show the Tattnall County Tax 

Assessor did not designate a separate tax parcel reference number to tract of land that Botanical 

Sciences claims its Production Facility will sit on – not as of January 27, 2021, at least. In her 

affidavit, Ms. Spikes’ affidavit makes clear that she did not subdivide the Parcel until August 9, 

2021, and only then did she complete the subdivision process by designating separate tax parcel 

reference numbers for the subdivided tracts. 

 

The Plat 

 

Even if Botanical Sciences had included the Plat with its Class 1 Application, it is not sufficient to 

support Botanical Sciences’ claim that its Production Facility is properly located. Mr. Willie Bland 

signed the Plat on behalf of the City of Glennville on May 19, 2020. Botanical Sciences claims 

that the Plat purports to memorialize the approval of the Parcel’s subdivision even though Tattnall 

County Industrial Development Authority (the “IDA”) submitted the Plat before it even owned the 

Parcel. It appears that the IDA submitted the Plat to the City of Glennville for consideration just 

one day before Mr. Bland signed the Plat. A search of Tattnall County and City of Glennville 
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public documents, including Georgia Open Records Act requests, however, has located none of 

the findings of fact that the Code required Mr. Willie Bland to make as part of his review and 

consideration of the Plat in May 2020. Notwithstanding Mr. Bland’s May 2020 signature on the 

Plat, Ms. Spikes’ Affidavit definitively proves that neither Tattnall County nor the City of 

Glennville considered the Parcel subdivided until after Aspire’s Protest was filed.   

 

Botanical Sciences failed to comply with local requirements to obtain a subdivision of the Parcel 

when it submitted its Class 1 Application, which renders the Plat ineffectual as support for 

Botanical Sciences’ claim that it complies with the Hope Act’s setback requirements. 

 

 Chapter 46 of the Glenville, Georgia Code of Ordinances (the “Code”) sets out the procedural and 

substantive requirements that applicants must follow to obtain subdivisions of any real estate 

within the City of Glennville.  There are two (2) methods by which an applicant seeking the 

subdivision of property may gain approval from the City of Glennville for the requested 

subdivision.  

 

One method involves the use of a voluntary pre-application conferences. The Code provides 

applicants with the ability to have a voluntary pre-application conference with the building official 

or city manager for “minor subdivision” requests (as defined in the Code). Sec. 46-42(a). In the 

pre-application conference, applicants may submit sketches and data, or a concept plan showing 

existing conditions within the site and in its vicinity and the proposed layout of the development. 

Id. Further, “should the applicant request a pre-application conference, the building official or city 

manager shall return any submitted sketch plans as quickly as possible and inform the applicant of 

areas where the proposed plans do not comply with the requirements set forth in these regulations 

. . . [h]owever, in no instance shall the pre-application conference be made or accepted in lieu of 

the required plat/plans and specifications contained herein.” Id. Botanical Sciences has not 

provided any documentation proving that the Glennville Development Authority, as the owner of 

the Parcel, conducted a voluntary pre-application conference. Aspire’s research of currently 

available public documents has also yielded no evidence that the Glennville Development 

Authority sought or obtained a pre-application conference. Aspire has submitted Open Records 

Act requests to the City of Glennville and the Tattnall County Board of Commissioners seeking 

public records regarding the conduct and outcome of any pre-application conference that the 

Glennville Development Authority sought, if any.  

 

Upon completion of any voluntary pre-application conference, and after any determination is made 

of, or action is taken leading to, satisfactory conformance with zoning requirements, a complete 

application must be submitted to the building official or city manager at least 30 days prior to a 

regularly scheduled planning commission meeting. Sec. 46-43(a). Thereafter, the secretary of the 

building official or city manager or other designated official must distribute copies of the submitted 

plat/plan to the members of the planning commission and any other local government departments 

as necessary. Id. Upon determination by the building official or city manager that a submitted 

plat/plan is complete, the application will then be scheduled for review at the next regular meeting 

of the planning commission, and the planning commission then has 60 days thereafter to review 
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the application and preliminary plat/plan for conformance with the Code. Sec. 46-43(b). Finally, 

upon determination by the building official or city manager that a submitted final plat/plan is 

complete, the application will then be scheduled for review by the planning commission at the 

following regular meeting. Sec. 46-45(a). The planning commission then has 30 days from the 

date of the regular meeting to review the application and/or final plat/plan for conformance with 

the Code. Sec. 46-45(c). If the planning commission gives final approval of the application, the 

planning commission must sign a certificate of approval on the final plat/plans, which then must 

be recorded after the Tax Assessor designates a parcel identification number. Id.  

 

To date, Aspire’s efforts to search public records for information regarding the Glennville 

Development Authority’s compliance with all required steps of this process has yielded no 

documents corroborating Botanical Sciences’ claims, however, Aspires still awaits responses to 

its Georgia Open Records Act requests on this topic. All publicly available documents located to 

date indicate that as of the date that Botanical Sciences submitted its application for a medical 

cannabis production license in Georgia, the Parcel constituted an undivided parcel, and that 

Tattnall County and City of Glennville officials disregarded the Plat submitted by the Tattnall 

County Industrial Development Authority because the IDA was not the owner of the Parcel. 

 

The other method for obtaining a subdivision does not involve a pre-application conference but 

does require applicants for minor subdivisions to submit an administrative application. Sec. 46-

42(b). The Code provides that the building official or city manager shall approve, disapprove, or 

otherwise reconcile administrative applications after considering all relevant facts and measure 

such facts to determine compliance with the Code. Id. If the proposal is found to follow the Code, 

the minor subdivision shall then be recorded at the county clerk of court office after the Tax 

Assessor designates a parcel identification number, with final approval to be withheld pending 

confirmation to the city from the clerk of courts that the plat/plan has been filed. Id. If the City of 

Glennville had approved the subdivision, then a lot should have been designated in the office of 

the county tax commissioner or the Tax Assessors. See Sec. 46-42 (defining a “Lot” as “a parcel 

of land which satisfies the applicable area and dimensional requirements for the general zoning 

district within which it is located, or upon which exists a legal nonconforming use or structure and 

which has frontage along or legal access to a public street, and is intended as a unit for transfer of 

ownership or for land development. [Which]... shall have a separate tax parcel reference number 

designated in the office of the county tax commissioner and/or the county tax assessor”) (emphasis 

added). As the 2020 Printout, the 2021 Printout, and Ms. Spikes’ affidavit make plain, Botanical 

Sciences had not complied with the local requirements to obtain a valid subdivision of the Parcel 

when it submitted its Class 1 Application. 

 

The timeline below highlights the irregularities related to the Parcel and disprove Botanical 

Sciences’ claims of compliance with the Hope Act. 

 

May 19, 2020: The Tattnall County Industrial Development Authority submitted the Plat to the 

City of Glennville. The Plat purports to subdivide the Parcel to create a new and separate 61.29-

acre parcel. When it submitted the Plat for approval, however, the IDA did not own the Parcel.  
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July 28, 2020: The Glennville Development Authority executed a Warranty Deed (attached hereto 

as Exhibit 4) to transfer ownership of the Parcel from Glennville Development Authority to 

Tattnall County Industrial Development Authority, in which it described the Parcel as a “single 

parcel” containing 231 acres. The Warranty Deed made no mention of any subdivision of the 

Parcel or of the impact of the Plat submitted in May 2020 on the Parcel. 

 

July 30, 2021: Before submitting its Protest, Aspire received oral confirmation from Wayne 

Dasher, the Chairman of the Tattnall County Industrial Development Authority (the owner of the 

Parcel), that the Parcel had not been subdivided (despite the existence of the Plat allegedly filed 

by the IDA in May 2020), and that there were no plans to subdivide the Parcel in the future. Mr. 

Dasher also confirmed that the tax map of the Parcel as shown on the Tattnall County Board of 

Tax Assessors’ (the “Tax Assessors”) website—which did not show any subdivisions of the 

Parcel—was the most current rendering of the Parcel and was up to date as of July 30, 2021. 

  

The Tax Assessors had no record of any plats reflecting an approved subdivision (see email 

correspondence with Dean Crews, the Chief Appraiser of the Tattnall County Board of Tax 

Assessors, attached hereto as Exhibit 5). If proper procedures were followed when the Plat was 

approved and recorded, the Plat should have been issued a separate tax parcel reference number 

designated in the office of the county tax commissioner and/or the county tax assessor. See Sec. 

46-4 of the Code (as defined below) (“A recorded lot shall have a separate tax parcel reference 

number designated in the office of the county tax commissioner and/or the county tax assessor”).  

 

August 3, 2021: Aspire submitted its Protest 

 

August 4, 2021: Aspire requested information from Botanical Sciences  

 

August 9, 2021: Tattnall County Assessor’s office subdivides the Parcel into three (3) parcels and 

not two (2) as shown on the Plat provided by Botanical Sciences, and more than a year after the 

alleged May 19, 2020 subdivision of the Parcel occurred. 

  

August 12, 2021: An Aspire representative spoke with Stuart Bland from the City of Glennville 

who confirmed that the city had no record of this alleged subdivision. On that same date, Mr. Bland 

also measured the distance between the boundary of the Parcel and the boundary of Mt. Zion to 

confirm the distance (which fails to comply with the requirements of the Hope Act. 

 

August 26, 2021: Botanical Sciences recorded in property records of Tattnall County the following 

documents: 1) the Lease; 2) the Lease Addendum; 3) the Lease Assignment; and 4) the Warranty 

Deed. Botanical Science also submitted the August 26th Letter to the GMCC claiming that the 

Parcel had been subdivided in May 2020 and conveying the August 26th Disclosures. 

August 27, 2021: Aspire submitted an Open Records Request (the “Request”) to obtain the same 

documents provided by Botanical Sciences in the August 26th Disclosures and any other public 

records related to them. The Request has not yet produced the Plat or the Printout. 
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August 30, 2021: Aspire received an email from Dean Crews, Tattnall County Assessor, stating, 

“I do know that the [P]roperty is in the name of Tattnall County Industrial Development Authority 

which was acquired from the Glennville Development Authority. There have been no deeds, plats, 

etc that has yet to make it to my department which is the Board of Tax Assessors.  All deeds, plats 

etc will be recorded in the Clerk of Superior Courts office. I think your request will need to be 

directed to the Glennville Development and The Tattnall County Development Authorities.” 

(Exhibit 5) 

 

September 2, 2021: On September 1 and 2, 2021, Sandra Spikes, who is employed by the Tattnall 

County Tax Assessors as County Mapper and Appraiser, and who is responsible for subdividing 

parcels in Tattnall County informed Aspire that the Parcel had not been subdivided until August 

9, 2021. On August 9, 2020, Ms. Spikes subdivided the Parcel into three (3) tracts, not two as 

Botanical Sciences alleged occurred, because of the Plat submitted in May 2020. Ms. Spikes’ 

Affidavit confirms that the Parcel was not subdivided until August 9, 2021 (after Aspire’s Protest 

related to the Parcel’s boundary) and that, as a matter of public record the Parcel is considered 

undivided for all of 2021. It follows, therefore, that the true and correct starting point for measuring 

the distance between the Parcel and Mt. Zion is the property boundary of the 231-acre parcel as it 

existed at the time of Botanical’s application and as it continues to exist today and will exist at 

least through the end of 2021 (if the alleged subdivision is legitimate). Measured properly, the 

location of the Production Facility plainly violates the Hope Act, as it is less than 3,000 feet from 

a church as shown in the Protest.  

 

Lease Default and Construction Timeline: 

 

July 31, 2020: Tattnall County Industrial Development Authority executed a lease with Fowler 

Financial, LLC (the “Lease”). Section 4 of the Lease states that construction by Fowler will only 

begin once the license has been awarded to Botanical Sciences. (Exhibit 6) 

 

September 30, 2020: Lease is amended with no changes to Section 4 that would authorize 

construction to commence before award of a license to Botanical Sciences. (Exhibit 7). 

 

October 1st, 2020: Fowler Financial, LLC assigns its rights in the Lease to Botanical Sciences 

with no changes to the duties, obligations, or authorizations in Section 4 (Exhibit 8) 

 

October 5, 2020: Botanical Sciences receives construction permit for the Property, three months 

in advance of application submission on January 27, 2021.  

 

July 24, 2021: Notice of Intent to Award issued 

 

In addition to the issues regarding the potential non-compliance of the location of the Production 

Facility, there are multiple potential issues and concerns with respect to Botanical Sciences’ 

construction, which is well underway despite not yet having been awarded a license. (See Exhibit 
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9) showing construction progress) Under an assumed 22 to 32-week timeline, Botanical would 

have needed to start construction between January 22, 2021and April 2, 2021 at the latest. Our 

general contractor estimates that the current levels of construction of the Production Facility (see 

construction photographs attached hereto as Exhibit 9) would require an estimated 2-3 weeks to 

erect and an additional 4 or more weeks to apply roofing, walls, and trim to complete after receipt 

of the bar joists (for steel construction), which requires a minimum of 4 to 6 months for delivery. 

This indicates that Botanical Sciences began constructing the Production Facility 22 to 32 weeks 

before it learned the Commission intended to award it a production license. Moreover, Botanical 

Sciences’ building permit was issued on October 5, 2020, nearly ten months before the 

Commission notified Botanical Sciences that it would be awarded a production licensee (see 

Botanical Sciences’ permit attached hereto as Exhibit 10).  Section 62-45 of the Code provides 

that “… Any building or placement permit issued shall become invalid unless the work or action 

authorized by it shall have commenced within six months of its date of issue.” Chapter 62, Sec. 

62-45. To maintain the validity of its building permit, Botanical Sciences would have had to 

commence work not later than April 5, 2021.  

 

Given the number of applicants contending for just six production licenses, it is highly unusual 

that Botanical Sciences would put such a substantial amount of capital at risk by prematurely 

beginning construction on a potentially useless Production Facility. This is particularly unusual 

considering that Botanical Sciences made this highly speculative investment in Glennville, 

Georgia, which has virtually no market for speculative industrial developments. Furthermore, there 

is risk that the GMCC would not approve their floorplans and require changes. 

 

A review Botanical Sciences’ lease agreement for the Parcel reveals that Botanical Sciences is 

likely in violation of its terms because it commenced construction before being awarded a 

production license. Section 4 of the Lease states that construction on the Parcel will only 

commence “[o]nce Tenant receives approval from the State of Georgia for a Medical Cannabis 

Manufacturer’s license...”  (See, Exhibit 7). Botanical Sciences’ breach of the Lease’s express and 

material jeopardizes Botanical Sciences’ continued rights to use the Parcel and its ability to 

purchase the property on which the Production Facility will be located, or even to secure a long-

term lease on it. 

 

Considering the facts, claims, and protest grounds set out in the Protest and in this amendment, 

Aspire requests unredacted copies of each of the following sections of Botanical Sciences’ 

production license application: Schedule B/addendum (property description), Schedule 

G/addendum (space utilization plan), and Schedule F/addendum (letters of support). 

 

Given that the Production Facility requirement on Schedule B was evaluated on a Pass/Fail basis, 

Botanical Sciences’ Class 1 Application should have received a “Fail” because the location of its 

Production Facility violates the Hope Act. GMCC should have declared Botanical Sciences’ Class 

1 Application non-responsive and disqualified it from consideration for award. GMCC’s failure to 

do so materially prejudiced Aspire’s chances for award – but for GMCC’s failure to eliminate 

Botanical Sciences from consideration Aspire would have won award of a license. 
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Requested Relief Sought by Aspire 

 

Because GMCC's actions and omissions constitute violations of Georgia’s procurement laws and 

regulations and resulted in prejudice to Aspire thereby preventing Aspire from receiving an award 

of a Class 1 Production License, Aspire requests the following relief: 

 

1. Immediate recission of the NOIA Class 1 Production License to Botanical Sciences 

LLC. 

2. Stay the procurement before making award of any contract to Botanical Sciences 

pursuant to the current NOIA Class 1 Production License. 

3. Issue revised NOIA Class 1 Production License identifying Aspire as an Apparent 

Successful Applicant.  

 

Aspire understands the significance of this project to improving the lives of Georgia’s most 

vulnerable populations and stands ready to receive an award and execute in accordance with its 

Class 1 Production License application. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Aspire is confident that upon a robust consideration of its claims and grounds of protest set out 

herein and in its original protest GMCC will agree that the best interests of the Georgia taxpayers 

and GMCC are served by sustaining Aspire’s protest and granting the requested relief. 
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Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Carl A. Gebo 

Georgia Bar No. 288711 

 

Counsel for Protester 

Aspire Medical Partners, LLC 

 

 Gebo Law LLC 
 The Johnson & Johnson Building 

 200 Walker Street, SW 

 Suite E 

 Atlanta, GA 30313-1200 

 Email: carl.gebo@gebolawgroup.com 

 Phone: (404) 219-4516 
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EXHIBIT 5 



9/3/2021 Culture Labs Mail - Open Records Request - Apparent subdivision of Parcel 009 021B

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=4aeec20dd4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1709540493301622411&simpl=msg-f%3A1709540493301622411 2/2

To: Aimee D. LaTourette <a.latourette@swtwlaw.com> 
Subject: Re: Open Records Request - Apparent subdivision of Parcel 009 021B

 

Aimee,

 

The 9 attachments all seem to be the exact same.   I just want to verify that was the intention that you had.  

 

Also I called the number on the request to speak with Mr. Weiss directly.   I did not get him on the phone but left him a
voicemail to contact me.

 

Map 99-021B is located within the City of Glennville so all permits etc would be issued by them if there are any at this
time.  

 

I do know that the property is in the name of Tattnall County Development Authority which was aquired from the
Glennville Development Authority.   There have been no deeds, plats, etc that has yet to make it to my department which
is the Board of Tax Assessors.   All deeds, plats etc will be recorded in the Clerk of Superior Courts office.     I think your
request will need to be directed to the Glennville Development and The Tattnall County Development Authorities.   I am
not sure of contact information for either of these but suggest you contact the County Manager, Frank Murphy and City
Manager for Glennvile, Stan Dansby.  They should be able to get you in contact with the Authority for each district.  

 

Frank Murphy

Tattnall County Manager

912-557-4335

 

Stan Dansby

Glennville City Manager

912-654-2461

 

I hope this may help you to get any information you are searching for.

 

If I can assist you further please contact me at 912-557-4010

 

H. Dean Crews

Chief Appraiser

Tattnall County

[Quoted text hidden]

mailto:a.latourette@swtwlaw.com
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