
Peoples Church Unitarian Universalist 
4980 Gordon Ave. NW Cedar Rapids Iowa 52405 

Expanded  eWeekly   

June 11, 2020 

PEOPLES CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

  

LEADING COMPASSIONATE LIVES THROUGH SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND JUST ACTION. 
 

Our Ends Statements! 

1. We partner with others to build a fair and just world. 
2. We create a spiritual home that welcomes everyone of goodwill. 
3. We articulate our UU faith, teach it to our children, and live it in the world. 
4. We support our mission with compassionate presence, talented participation, and financial resources. 
5. We create transformative spiritual experiences together that awaken our compassionate action. 



THIS Sunday June 14 

11:00am I Can’t Breath 

 George Floyd had the life choked out of him. 

People of color are disproportionality affected by 

COVID-19, an illness that affects the respiratory 

system. How are these things related? And what 

can we do to change them? Online service led by 

Rev. Rebecca Hinds with music by Angie Pierce-

Jennings.  

NEXT Sunday  June 21 

11:00am Ready, Set, Grow! 

 Peoples Church has made a lot of progress in 
recent years. We are healthy, organized, engaged, 
and impactful. No doubt 2020 will be a wild year for 
all of us and the world, but we will survive and 
thrive! We are poised for growth. Will you join us in 
helping Peoples Church grow? Online service led 
by Rev. Rebecca with music by Judy Mitschelen.  

 

Dear Ones, 

  June is a time for community, 
connection, and celebration! Every 
year it brings around three of my 
favorite community events: PRIDE, 
Juneteenth, and the UUA General 
Assembly. Peoples Church is 
typically involved in all three of these 
activities and I love being a part of 
them with you all. However, due to 
Covid-19 and the related public 
health concerns, all three are shaping 
up to be a lot different than we are 
used to.  

As far as I know the Cedar 
Rapids PRIDE parade and festival 
have been cancelled. There may be 
some virtual PRIDE offerings that 
come up and you can check out the 
CR PRIDE website for updates. Of 
course, Peoples Church would have 
had a booth and a presence at 
PRIDE, and it is sad to think about a 
summer without it, but we can 
certainly look forward to showing up 
in 2021 with even more PRIDE than 
ever! 

The Cedar Rapids Juneteenth 
celebration organized every year by 
the African American Museum has 
moved entirely online for 2020. 
Various events and activities will take 
place throughout the week of June 15
-20. Check out the Juneteenth 
website for more information. Once 
again, Peoples Church would have 
had a booth at this event and we 
have accepted the invitation to move 

our participation online! Our own 
PCUU website is being updated with 
some special, Juneteenth related 
content, curated by the Social Justice 
Team and posted on the website by 
Robyn Miessler-Kubanek. (Thank 
you all!)   

The UUA General Assembly 
(GA) has also moved entirely online. 
It will take place June 24-28. GA is 
our annual gathering as a national 
association of UUs. We conduct our 
Annual Business meeting and enjoy 
a variety of speakers, workshops, 
and events. It is inspiring and 
refreshing to connect with UUs from 
around the country. If you have never 
been to GA before, this would be a 
great year to check it out. Many of 
the events and worship services are 
free and open to the public. Some 
are only for registered participants. 
Registration is $150. If you need help 
paying the fee let me know, we have 
some funds available. If you are 
planning to attend GA and if you 
would like to be an official delegate 
from our church with voting rights at 
the business meetings, please 
contact me. It would be good to be 
well represented this year. 

June 2020 may look and feel 
different than years past, but I trust 
the spirit of community, justice, and 
celebration will be abundant and 
present through the blessing of 
technology. See you online! 

In Faith, 

Rev. Rebecca 

https://crpridefest.com/virtual-pride
https://blackiowa.org/juneteenth/
https://www.uua.org/ga


Nurturing the Flame 
Transparency 

Marion J. Patterson 
 

One recent day I realized the toll that the swirl of media 

information and misinformation swirling about novel 

coronavirus was taking on me. Then, I connected with 

Peoples church and felt better. And, I wondered why. A 

columnist in the paper wrote about transparency. And, 

then I knew why in one area I felt anxious and in the oth-

er reassured. 

 

Transparency  

 

“Transparency in leadership means keeping your em-

ployees in the loop, sharing the good and the bad (while 

not oversharing), and welcoming honest feedback from 

the members of your team.” (Bamboohr.com)  

 

Adapting to the church setting, I would change only one 

word - employees to everyone - meaning staff, board, 

congregants, friends, visitors, and the wider community 

with whom we interact. Notice the last word in the quote: 

“team.”  

 

We at Peoples are that.  

 

Organizational transparency is important. In times of cri-

sis it is critical. Consistent, calm, transparent leadership 

reassures us and helps each of us contribute and grow. 

Individually and as a body.  

 

So, here we are a resilient, transparent congregation in 

mid-2020 in the midst of a pandemic moving forward. 

This is what the past boards of developmental ministry 

has been working towards.  Calm in crisis through clear 

beliefs and transparent actions.  

 

Congregants, staff and board members have worked 

together and in the wider community to inspire, ensure 

safety, and provide financial stability.  

 

I believe this is because of how we have chosen to gov-

ern ourselves. Since 2016  we have embraced Policy 

Governance through the Developmental Ministry pro-

cess. 

 

In the many times I’ve served on the board, I have found 

that while Peoples, as an institution, has long worked 

toward transparency the results have been mixed. Ex-

pectations and roles were unclear. As Board members 

rotated off and volunteers moved, records got lost. As a 

church body, we didn’t quite seem to know who and 

what we were or how to be efficient. 

 

Then, five years ago we, the congregation, decided to try 

something different. We approved entering into the de-

velopmental ministry process. Through diligent work, the 

search committee called an energetic, skilled minister 

who helped us look at who and what we are, for whom 

we exist, and at what cost benefit ratio.  

 

Using the circle approach members sorted out what was 

most important to us. These were distilled into our four 

values of Compassion, Community, Justice and Spiritu-

ality. From these, a concise mission statement further 

refined our beliefs.  

 

“Leading compassionate lives through spiritual growth 

and just action.” 

 

Then, we figured out how to get there. These became 

our “Ends Statements”. 

 

We partner with others to create a fair and just world. 
We create a spiritual home that welcomes everyone 

of good will. 
We articulate our UU faith, teach it to our children, 

and live it in the world. 
We create together transformative spiritual experi-

ences that awaken our compassionate action. 
We support our Mission with compassionate pres-

ence, talented participation, and financial re-
sources. 

 
Under governance policy we as a congregation clarified 
who is responsible for what.  
 
The Board is charged with outward visioning, encourag-
ing diverse points of view, strategic leadership, clear dis-
tinction between board and minister roles, collective de-
cisions, the future, and being proactive. 
 
We charge the minister with guiding our congregation 
through steps to achieve our Ends and all operations.  
 
At this time in society, it is comforting to know that the 
Peoples Church knows where it is going. We have a solid 
framework and clear vision through transparency of ac-
tions. We  embraced the Governance Policy Ministry. 
Each of you has been part of this - long time and newer 
members. We more easily navigate this uncertain time 
and terrain with calm, inspiring leadership. We all con-
tinue to contribute and respect the clearly defined roles. 
 
We are all “in the loop.”  

       M~                 . 

file:///C:/Users/Cathy/OneDrive - peoplesuu.org/Expanded Ewkly/061120 pres.MOV


The Justice In Policing Act of 2020 is being passed in the House of Representatives and 
will go to the US Senate.  We want to pressure Senators Grassley and Ernst to urge the Sen-
ate Majority Leader to debate this bill.  The bill has many provisions, including; ending ra-
cial profiling by police, bans the use of choke holds and no-knock warrants, limits military 
grade equipment to police, mandates the use of body and dashboard cameras, establishes a 
national police misconduct registry, reforms police having qualified immunity, requires use 
of force data be maintained, provides for public safety innovation grants, gives State Attor-

neys General authority to conduct independent investigations of police misconduct, and sets 
law enforcement accreditation standards.   

 

Black Lives Matter and we want this bill passed into law! 

 

Senator Ernst - 202-224-3254 and 319-365-4504 

Senator Grassley - 202-224-3744 and 319-363-6832 

SOCIAL JUSTICE FORUM 

9:45 am June 14 via Zoom 

View a video of Reverend Rebecca interviewing Amy Spitalnick, Director of Integrity First Ameri-

ca.  The IFA has brought a groundbreaking lawsuit against neo-Nazis, white supremacists and other far 

right extremist far-right groups who orchestrated the weekend of violence in Charlottesville.  The suit is 

scheduled to go to court in October 2020 and has the potential to bankrupt and dismantle the leaders 

and funders of hate groups at the center of this movement.   

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89578619916?pwd=TExYdlU5UVhmcUcrUWIyMkx3ZGsrZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 895 7861 9916      Password: 681817 

 Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb997bc0HW 

Helpful Tip:  When people say to you, "I'm for peaceful protests, but not property destruc-
tion/riots.  That is not acceptable," how might you respond?"   

• "I've been noticing that some folks are really outraged about damaged property, but have 
not said much about people being murdered.  I can really feel upset about that because 
buildings can be rebuilt, but lives can't be un-taken."   

• Or, have you seen the posts by some of the owners of the businesses that were set on 
fire? They've been saying that they care more about the lives that have been taken than 
about their buildings."  (Source:  Showing Up For Racial Justice) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89578619916?pwd=TExYdlU5UVhmcUcrUWIyMkx3ZGsrZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb997bc0HW


Summer Solstice Labyrinth Walk 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 
 

Peoples people and friends are welcome to walk the Phoenix Harmony Labyrinth at Rich 

and Marion Patterson’s home from 5-7 p.m. at 1080 30th St. Drive SE, Cedar Rapids.   

  

Pull in the west side of the horseshoe drive by the green mail-

box.  Pull all the way around. Park with driver tires on the 

grass.   

 Several people can walk with safe physical distance. Bring 

and wear a mask when others are walking. Those who wish to 

side on the perimeter and hold space can bring a chair for 

comfort. Insect repellent might be helpful. 

 The Phoenix Harmony Labyrinth is a dual entry, five cir-

cuit, symmetrical labyrinth. 

 We invite you to come, walk, center, ground, enjoy the full-

ness of summer. 

Calendar 

Sunday June 14 9:30am 
View a video of Reverend Rebecca interviewing Amy Spitalnick, 

Director of Integrity First America.  - See above for more info 

Sunday June 14 11am Live Streaming Worship on Zoom and YouTube 

Monday 
June 15 —

June 20 
 

Juneteenth 2020 Virtual Celebrations  - ends Saturday June 20 

Events will be posted on the African American Museum of Iowa 

website as detail are available. 

Wednesday June 17 11am Stewardship Meeting on Zoom 

Wednesday June 17 1pm Social Justice Meeting on Zoom 

The Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission is hosting a monthly virtual book club dis-

cussion group on the book How To Be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi. The next 

meeting is scheduled for Friday, June 26 at 1 pm.  Contact s.munsterman-

scriven@cedar-rapids.org if you wish to participate.   

 

mailto:s.munsterman-scriven@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:s.munsterman-scriven@cedar-rapids.org


Mental Health Resources 
 

This is a difficult time for all of us. While it is per-

fectly normal to feel anxious and sad, if you start 

to enter a mental health crisis, where the stress, 

pressure, fear, or anxiety are too much for you to 

cope with on your own, please reach out for pro-

fessional help. There are a number of resources 

available 24-hours a day. Here are two of them: 

Foundation Two Crisis Hotline:  319-362-2147  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:   

1-800-273-8255 

Foundation 2     www.foundation2.org 

24 Hour Crisis Line—319-362-2174 

Trained compassionate telephone counselors 

are available 24/7/365 

Crisis Chat/Text— 

www.foundation2crisischat.org   

www.iowacrisischat.org   

www.yourlifeiowa.org 

J-Fast—319-247-0030 

Juvenile & Family Assistance & Stabilization 

Track provides immediate crisis intervention & 

case management for youth who are strug-

gling with self-harm, substance use, depres-

sion and thoughts of suicide. 

 

 

Food Insecurity 
 

Linn County Food Bank is distributing food in 

the parking lot of First Presbyterian Church from 

1 to 3:15 pm Monday through Friday. 

Olivet Mission at 230 10th St NW is distributing 

food  Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 to 11:30 

am. and Saturdays from 9 to 11:30.am. 

 

 

 

 

 

PCUU FOOD ASSISTANCE  

Are you in need of assistance but 

can’t make the trip to the church?  

We will deliver to you! 

Please call or email Rev. Rebecca 

and we will make arrangements 

for a food delivery. 362-9872 or 

minister@peoplesuu.org. 

Options for Giving while Social Distancing 
 

Here are three options for paying your pledge and/or giving to Peoples Church: 
 

 Send in a check to PCUU 4980 Gordon Ave. NW Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 

 Give online at www.peoplesuu.org – go to the Donate Now tab. 

 Give Plus app on your smart phone. Go to the App Store or Google Play and search “give 

plus church”.  Download app and simply search for Peoples Church. 

mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org?subject=Food%20assistance
http://www.peoplesuu.org
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/give+/id1120840616?mt=8
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/give+/id1120840616?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/give+/id1120840616?mt=8


Join Sunday Morning Worship from 

Home!  

Every Sunday at 11am 
 

Peoples Church will be live streaming worship on Zoom and on 

YouTube. 

 

You can join our Zoom Service on your computer or on your tele-

phone.  

Instructions will be emailed on Saturdays and will include: 

• A link to the livestream video 

• The phone number if you prefer to call in and listen to the 

service. 

• The meeting password 

You will be placed in a “waiting room” and we will manually wel-

come you in! 

 

Worship will go live at about 10:30am so attendees will have time 

to make sure they can access the service. You will see the pulpit 

but you may not hear any sounds.  If you are having difficulty and 

need some assistance call David at 515-599-0393 and he can try 

to help. 

 

You can watch our service on YouTube by following this link:  

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrjLUXc-

QpRCmLq1SepNDPg/videos?view=57&flow=grid  

https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=971bca7fcc&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=971bca7fcc&e=c22be2fb08


GOOD NEIGHBORS - June 
 

Kathy Juba  | 378-3116 | kathywilson@imonmail.com 

 

PARAMINISTERS 

 

May 25 -  June 7  | Deb Maynard 

June 8 -  June 21 | Jan Federer 

June 22 -  July 5 | Dorothy Hershner 

CARING COMMUNITY 

office@Peoplesuu.org | (319) 362-9827 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS: 

 

Submit announcements and notice of events for publication in The Voice and 

the eWeekly by filling out the Voice form.  

 

eWeekly:  EVERY Wednesday at noon* 

* unless noted otherwise in the Announcements and Notices section      

 

The Voice is temporarily replaced by our Expanded eWeekly   

Voice & eWeekly SUBMISSION DEADLINES 

Developmental Minister 

Rev. Rebecca Hinds  ( 319) 362-9827 

 

Director of Faith Formation  

David Wise   ( 319) 362-9827 

 

Operations Coordinator  

Christine Kullander  ( 319) 362-9827  

 

Pledge Treasurer 

Charlie Cizio 

 

Custodian 

Brian Reeves 

 

Nursery Attendants  

Valerie Angerer Zieser 

Alexis Wauford 

Jenna Straatmann  

OUR STAFF 

mailto:kathywilson@imonmail.com
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=910b9c2608&e=5299ff173f
mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:dre@peoplesuu.org
mailto:office@peoplesuu.org
mailto:pcuu-treasurer@peoplesuu.org

